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Outstanding
March 28 - UAFPD stopped a Fairbanks 

man, 54, after he made an improper stop 

and failed to use his turn signal on Tanana 

Loop. He was found to have two outstand-

ing warrants for failing to appear in court on 

two charges for driving while his license was 

revoked.

IDK
March 28 - A person reported his bicycle 

was missing from the Student Recreation 

Center lot. The horse had last seen it in 

February and it is unknown whether it was 

locked or not.

It’s Not Popcorn
March 30 - UAF police stopped a driver on 

Geist Road for running a red light. There 

were three people in the vehicle and a 

strong odor of marijuana. Police searched 

the car but found no trace of marijuana, so 

the driver was given a warning for the driv-

ing violation and no one was charged.

Carless
March 31 - A group of approximately eight 

people had trouble finding their car in the 

upper dorms’ northern lot. Several of them 

were residents and urinated on the lot. An 

officer contacted them. UAFFD emergency 

medical services assisted one of them for 

over-consumption of alcohol. UAFPD in-

formed Residence Life.

Use it or lose it
March 31 - Police stopped a Fairbanks per-

son at the Johansen and Geist intersection 

for not using a turn signal. The vehicle was 

impounded because the driver had no in-

surance. There were no criminal charges.

Wrong Way
April 1 - A 44-year-old Fairbanks woman 

drove into the oncoming lane of traffic on 

Farmer’s Loop, causing an officer to have to 

swerve in order to avoid a collision with her 

vehicle.  She was found to be driving under 

the influence. UAFPD arrested and trans-

ported her to the Fairbanks Correctional 

Center. Police charged her with DUI, im-

proper lane change, and failure to exercise 

due caution to avoid a collision.

Broken Case
April 3 - A window to one of the display cas-

es in the Fine Arts building was broken. It is 

unclear how it happened and there are cur-

rently no suspects for vandalism.

In This Issue

The Sun Star
Volume XXXI Number 24

April 10, 2012

The Sun Star’s mission as 
a campus voice for UAF is 
to report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce and 

chronicle events and provide 
a forum for expressions of 

opinion.

EDITORIAL OFFICES
101G Wood Center

P.O. Box 756640
Fairbanks, AK 99775
Tel: (907) 474-6039

Ads Dept: (907) 474-7540
Fax: (907) 474-5508

www.uafsunstar.com

Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

This report is based on information re-
ported by the University Police Department. 
Individuals arrested and/or charged with 
crimes in this report are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law.

Buddy Wakefield recites his poetry from a stool during 
his show on Thursday, April 5, 2012 in the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks Wood Center Ballroom. Michelle 
Strehl/Sun Star

Staff
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Heather Bryant

editor@uafsunstar.com

(907) 474-5078

COPY EDITOR

Kelsey Gobroski

LAYOUT EDITOR

Galen Lott

layout@uafsunstar.com

(907) 474-6039

PHOTO EDITOR

Erin McGroarty

ADVERTISING MANAGER

Andrew Sheeler

ads@uafsunstar..com

(907) 474-7540

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

Jeremy Smith

web@uafsunstar.com

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

Brandi Swanson

distribution@uafsunstar.com

REPORTERS

Ian Larsen

Fernanda Chamorro

Lakeidra Chavis

Sarah Bressler

Mandee Jackson

Rebecca Lawhorne

Logan Rahlfs

Annie Bartholomew

Lex Treinen

Amelia Cooper

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Baptiste Haentjens

Michelle Strehl

ADVISOR

Lynne Lott



3 www.uafsunstar.com April 10, 2012Editorial

Early Sat-

urday morning, 

two people were 

killed and another 

two were injured 

by a person po-

lice suspect was 

driving drunk at 

the time.

The driver has 

a criminal history, including assault. He has 

a case pending against him in which  he is 

accused of pointing a weapon at another 

person. He was out on bail at the time of 

Saturday’s collision.

The thing about drunk driving is that it’s 

something that tends to be a repeat offense.

A couple years ago, when I was inter-

viewing participants of the Fairbanks Well-

ness Court, many people there told me that 

they drove drunk hundreds of times — they 

just happened to get caught three times.

My mother taught me to drive. I was 

young, not even a teenager yet. We would go 

to town together and if we went to a friend’s 

house, she usually drank. If she was too 

drunk to drive, I sat on her lap. She worked 

the pedals of the old truck and I steered for 

her. We took the gravel roads home.

I wrote about my mom in a previous 

editorial. She died of liver cancer when she 

was in her 40s. It was Easter Sunday, seven 

years ago.

What I didn’t write was that when she 

died, she was two years into an eight-year 

sentence for a felony DUI conviction.

I remember the last time she was taken 

away. I was 16 and I had just gotten home 

from school. A sheriff’s car pulled into the 

driveway. I went outside to see what was 

going on.

He must have been new, because by 

that point I think every deputy in the county 

had arrested my mom. He called me by her 

name. I told him she was my mom. He said 

he needed to see my identification.

He stayed in the yard while I went to 

my room and got my driver’s license. My 

mom was hiding in my closet. She sat on the 

floor, knees pulled up to her chest. She was 

crying. She asked me not to tell them where 

she was.

When I went back outside and gave the 

deputy my ID, he asked if I knew where she 

was.

I said I didn’t know, I had just gotten 

home from school. He said I was going to be 

in trouble for hiding her. He kept repeating 

it. He asked me if it was possible she was in 

the house.

I said it was possible.

I will never forget the way she looked at 

me when he put her in the back seat of his 

car.

I’m still not sure who I’m angry at the 

most: her for putting me in that situation, 

or myself for telling that deputy she was in 

there.

My mom never killed anyone while 

driving drunk, but she came close to killing 

herself and me many times. If I’m com-

pletely honest, it was only a matter of time 

before someone else got hurt. Alcoholism is 

a serious problem. I don’t know if there was 

ever a way out for her.

There is already an abundance of com-

ments on the news stories about the acci-

dent — condemnation for the drunk driver, 

prayers and sorrow over the two men who 

lost their lives and for the two passengers 

who were injured. In the coming weeks 

there will be much more commentary about 

this horrible event.

I don’t have any advice for how to fix 

the problem of drunk driving that hasn’t 

been heard before. To the family and friends 

of those who were killed and injured, all I 

can say is that I am sorry this happened to 

you. There are no words that will make this 

easier for you.

For the family of the drunk driver, I am 

sorry for what you are going to go through. 

You probably tried to get him help. You 

probably tried to fix him. But you can’t help 

someone who doesn’t want to be helped.

It’s likely that somewhere inside you 

knew that someday something bad was 

going to happen.

For everyone involved, I’m sorry that 

day has come.

The crime doesn’t change, the victims do

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
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Andrew Sheeler
Sun Star Reporter

Two people are dead and two more are 

in the hospital following a head-on vehicle 

collision with an alleged drunk driver early 

in the morning of Saturday, April 7.

Colton Fettig, 22, of Corvallis, Ore. was 

driving his Dodge Neon on Nordale Road 

after returning from Chena Hot Springs 

Resort. At 12:04 a.m., Alaska State Troopers 

learned Fettig’s vehicle was reportedly 

struck in a head-on collision by Paul A. 

Kirsteatter, a 31-year-old man from Fair-

banks, who was driving a Ford F250.

Fettig and Jordan Boggs, a 22-year-old 

from North Pole, were killed in the collision. 

Boggs was  sitting behind Fettig. The two 

riders on the passenger side, Gerald Noy, 

18, and Hannah Gustafson, 20, were injured 

and required hospitalization after the ac-

cident. The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 

reports Gustafson suffered a fractured 

sternum and ribs, a ruptured spleen and a 

collapsed lung. Noy suffered cuts scrapes 

and bruises. Both Noy and Gustafson are 

from Fairbanks. Gustafson is a student at 

the UAF Community and Technical College, 

where she is working on an associate of ap-

plied science degree.

Kirsteatter was reportedly driving with 

his high beams on, AST spokeswoman 

Beth Ipsen said. Fettig flashed his own high 

beams at him to signal him to turn them off. 

Kirtsteatter reportedly crossed into the on-

coming lane and crashed into Fettig’s car.

“He hit them head on and tore open 

the car,” Ipsen said. Emergency responders 

used the Jaws of Life to extract the survivors 

of the crash. Fettig and Boggs were pro-

nounced dead at the scene. Both vehicles 

were destroyed in the accident.

Kirsteatter was treated at Fairbanks 

Memorial Hospital then taken to Fairbanks 

Correctional Center. He was arraigned Sat-

urday afternoon on two counts of assault in 

the first degree, one count of driving under 

the influence and one count of driving 

with a suspended license. The News-Miner 

reports that the District Attorney’s office 

has withheld from filing murder charges 

until prosecutors learn Kirsteatter’s blood 

alcohol content. Kirsteatter is being held 

without bail at FCC.

Kirsteatter was out on bail for previous 

charges of two counts of assault in the third 

degree, reckless driving and driving with a 

suspended license for an incident that oc-

curred in Delta Junction last August. That 

case was scheduled to go to trial the week 

of April 23.

Head-on collision leaves two 
dead, two injured Andrew Sheeler

Sun Star Reporter

After less than one year in the position, 

Johnny Payne resigned as dean of the Col-

lege of Liberal Arts.

Payne an-

nounced his resigna-

tion, effective July 

1, through an email 

sent to CLA faculty 

and staff on Friday, 

April 6.

The letter alludes 

to “much specula-

tion” regarding his 

resignation. Payne 

wrote that it was his 

sole decision to step 

down. He did not 

specify why he is re-

signing his position. 

Payne will remain 

with the university as 

an English professor. 

He is currently out 

of town traveling, ac-

cording to UAF spokeswoman Marmian 

Grimes.

Associate Dean Anita Hartmann an-

nounced via email that she has been se-

lected as interim dean.

“In the meantime, rest assured that we 

have excellent Chairs/Directors and staff, 

that all necessary administrative business 

is being appropriately handled,” Hartman 

wrote. “I am in regular and substantive con-

versation with appropriate administrators 

on important matters of college affairs so 

that  we can plan for a smooth close out of 

the academic and fiscal years, and effect a 

fully informed transi-

tion to the next.”

Grimes said 

there’s “any number 

of things that could 

happen.” The univer-

sity could choose an-

other interim dean, 

Chancellor Brian 

Rogers could ap-

point a new dean or 

the university could 

perform a state-wide 

or national search 

for one. “This was 

not something that 

the provost and the 

HR department ex-

pected,” she said.

The sudden de-

parture of Payne has 

caused a concerned reaction with some 

within CLA.

“It’s distressing news,” Sine Anahita, 

associate professor in sociology, said. She 

declined to comment further.

CLA dean Johnny Payne resigns

Prof. Johnny Payne, new dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts, on Aug. 25, 2011. Jeremia Schrock/Sun Star

Below is the resignation letter:

Dear Faculty and Staff,

After much contemplation, I have made a decision to step down as 

Dean of Liberal Arts, effective July 1, 2012. Because there has been much 

speculation, I wish to make clear that this decision is mine alone. I have 

received all appropriate support from many administrators and profes-

sors, most especially from Provost Henrichs and Chancellor Rogers, for 

which I am appreciative. My first consideration has been my own health 

and well-being. In addition, my respect for the College of Liberal Arts 

guides me to want what is best for all concerned. I make this choice with 

care, after taking time to seek advice calmly and to contemplate options. 

I am grateful for having had the opportunity this year to try my hand at 

deanship, and to learn much of value about its significant challenges. I 

step down with good will toward each and every individual at UAF I have 

come to know, and look forward to working, as a member of the faculty, 

toward goals of common interest.

With respect,

Johnny Payne
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Heather Bryant
Sun Star Reporter

While many students don’t like to pay 
extra fees, one student’s reluctance to pay 
for a replacement Polar Express card ended 
with a UAF police officer using a Taser to 
subdue him.

At approximately 4 p.m. on Friday, April 
6, Officer Alan Keeler responded to a report 
of an unruly student who threatened Polar 
Express Office staff.

The student had been issued a tempo-
rary Polar Express card, which had expired. 
He became angry with staff when he was 
told there was a fee for a new card, UAF Po-
lice Chief Sean McGee said.

Keeler told the student to sit on the 
couch while Keeler interviewed staff. As the 
officer spoke to a female employee, the stu-
dent jumped off the couch and came toward 
him.

The student was upset at what the em-
ployee was telling the officer, McGee said. 
But at that point the officer didn’t know if the 
student was coming at him or the woman. 
Keeler told the student to sit down and a 
physical altercation followed. During the 
struggle, the officer’s Taser hit the ground 

and broke into pieces. The student wrestled 
with the officer over the Taser, McGee said. 
The officer then used the Taser in an “un-
conventional way.”

“He had to use it like a stun gun to get 
the student on his stomach,” McGee said. 
Normally an officer operates a Taser at a dis-
tance from the subject. Prongs are ejected 
from the device. The prongs emit electrical 
current that disrupts voluntary muscle con-
trol.

During the altercation, a male student 
stepped forward and offered to assist the of-
ficer.

“We appreciated that,” McGee said.
However, at that point the officer’s 

radio informed him that additional police 
were coming to assist. Keeler held the stu-
dent down until backup arrived.

Police took the student to the Fairbanks 
Correctional Center and charged him with 
assault, disorderly conduct and resisting ar-
rest.

“I can’t remember the last time an of-
ficer had to use a Taser on a student,” McGee 
said.

UAF student angry at Polar Express 
fee, gets into fight with officer
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Jeric Quiliza
Sun Star Contributor

It’s that time of year again. The transi-

tion from winter to spring means many 

things, among them, hiring for Conference 

Services. 

Conference Services, an extension of 

UAF Residence Life, operates much like a 

hotel would during the summer months. 

Staff uses several dormitories as housing 

options for conference attendees, youth 

groups, and firefighter crews.

“It’s essentially an outreach program 

to the community and the university itself,” 

said Amber Cagwin, former Conference 

Services manager.

One of the department’s missions is to 

leave a good impression for those staying at 

the university, Cagwin said. Many potential 

students stay in guest housing during the 

summer.

Over the years, international students 

became a bigger and bigger part of Confer-

ence Service staff.

During the 2011 summer season, the 

department saw its biggest change. Out of 

the nine guest service agents, three were 

born within the United States. Two were 

from India, one from Thailand, and two 

from Africa.

Cagwin explains that there are a few 

chief factors in international students ap-

plying for Conference Services.

“It’s an ideal situation,” she said, refer-

ring both to the housing scholarship stu-

dents obtain once they are hired, and to the 

fact that the job is an on-campus job.

Working for Conference Services re-

wards each student a free shared dorm 

room for the summer. Students can also live 

in their own single room, but have to pay 

an additional fee of about $400 for the extra 

privacy.

Many international students are bound 

by law to only work in a campus position. 

Because of their statuses as either F-1s or 

J-1s, they may only be employed by the uni-

versity.

For the guest service agents who 

worked for Conference Services this past 

summer, most would agree that the room 

scholarship played a deciding factor in ap-

plying for the job.

“There were lots of benefits, like free 

housing,” said Amber Sandlin, one of the 

American-born GSAs.

“I applied because of the free housing,” 

said George Inoue, another of the Amer-

ican-born GSAs.

Maureen Bosire, originally from Kenya, 

had a similar, though not quite exact, 

thought process when she first applied.

“I was happy to meet people outside the 

state and from different places. And as for 

the room scholarship, I didn’t even realize 

that until after,” she said.

Working throughout the summer when 

the front office was open 24/7 was a new ex-

perience to some of the GSAs. Adjusting to 

an unusual shift time sometimes took its toll 

on the workers.

“It was fun, kind of painful. I had to ad-

just to a new life. Being awake when people 

usually go to bed,” said Taichit Chairat, 

originally from Thailand. He spent his first 

summer in Fairbanks working from mid-

night to 9 a.m.

“It was something very new working at 

night,” he said.

Bosire, despite working on the opposite 

side of the day, echoed Chairat’s sentiment.

“The summer was nice, but the only 

thing I didn’t like was my shift time. Working 

from 2 p.m. – 11 p.m., I didn’t really have a 

chance to enjoy my time,” she said.

Apart from working odd hours, weird 

situations would arise that challenged the 

GSAs in different ways.

Bosire remembers dealing with a guest 

who tried to get too personal on different 

occasions.

“There used to be a guy that would 

come every day and ask me for dinner,” she 

said.

Once Bosire spoke up, the badgering 

stopped.

Still, other guests were a bit too much 

to handle for just one GSA. During the Fair-

banks Summer Arts Festival, one guest stuck 

out in many of the office workers’ minds.

One guest made a name for herself 

throughout her stay by yelling at other 

guests, requesting for an inordinate number 

of linens, and eventually getting black-listed 

from Conference Services.

“Oh yeah. Ginger,” Inoue said. He didn’t 

comment any further.

Apart from the occasional troublesome 

situation, most guests were happy to visit a 

town where the difference between summer 

and winter temps exceeds 125 degrees Fahr-

enheit.

“There was a white guy, but he knew 

how to speak my language, Swahili. That 

was really cool,” Bosire said.

One group in particular was usually ex-

cited to be in Fairbanks whenever its mem-

bers rode into town.

Conference Services caters to cross-

country motorcyclists during the summers. 

This came about due to former Residence 

Life Director Kevin Huddy’s motorcyle 

hobby. He posted on an online motorcycle 

enthusiast forum that UAF Conference Ser-

vices would be able to provide accommoda-

tions for those traveling cross-country on 

bike.

UAF has been the go-to place for these 

bikers ever since.

“They were probably the nicest group,” 

Inoue said. “They were the most chill.”

Summer brings a variety of guests to UAF

During the summer months, the Moore-Bartlett-Skarland dormatory complex serves as UAFs own hotel of sorts for 
visiting researchers, conferences attendees, and others. March 8, 2012. Galen Lott/ Sun Star
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Transportation fee makes the wheels on the bus go round
Amelia Cooper
Sun Star Reporter

In 2005, UAF’s administration faced a 

choice: increase the cost of parking for stu-

dents, staff and faculty, or institute a trans-

portation fee to help cover the increasing 

cost of operating the shuttle buses. As stu-

dents who reviewed their business office 

statement know, UAF chose the latter.

At $13 per semester, transportation is 

the university’s lowest fee. Every student 

taking four or more credits per semester 

pays the fee.

The transportation fee, in effect since 

fall 2005, has never been increased. Rev-

enue from the fee averages approximately 

$134,000 per year. It was “designed to help 

pay a portion of the shuttle bus operational 

costs,” Director of Financial Services Phillip 

Harrington said in an email interview.

The fee covers about 21 percent of the 

costs of operating campus shuttle buses, 

according to Harrington. Revenue from 

parking permits fund the bulk of campus 

shuttle expenses.

The shuttles cost about $761,000 to op-

erate annually, according to fiscal reports 

averaged over the last four years. As auxil-

liary routes and summer services have been 

discontinued and reduced, the total cost 

has remained relatively stable, according to 

Transportation Manager Sarah Mousseau. 

She expects those costs to scale upward with 

the rising costs of fuel, labor and benefits.

“The fee allows students who do not 

park on campus a way to contribute to the 

cost of the shuttle they have available to 

them,” Harrington said.

Dion Torres, a 19-year-old university 

student, doesn’t use the shuttles. “I don’t 

[ride the shuttle] just because I live on 

campus,” he said. “If I do need to go some-

where, usually it would be faster for me to 

walk.” Torres knows that he pays a fee for 

the shuttles, and as a resident assistant and 

a student ambassador he tries to persuade 

first-year students use the resources avail-

able to them.

Jeremy Cannone rides the shuttles 

about once per day. The 32-year-old theater 

student has a parking permit as well, but 

riding the shuttle cuts down on travel time 

from his parking space to class.

“Usually if I have to ride it’s because I 

can’t find parking close. I’ll park up at Reich-

ardt or down the hill and take the shuttle,” 

Cannone said.

During the spring and fall 2011 se-

mester, there was an average of 134,000 

rides on the shuttle each semester. A ride is 

defined as a student riding from one shuttle 

stop to another. Ridership numbers have 

increased from 246,000 in 2008 to 283,000 

in 2011.

The university added the transporta-

tion fee instead of raising the cost of student 

parking permits, according to Harrington. 

The cost of staff and faculty permits in-

creased 25 percent in 2005, and have since 

increased further. Prices for student parking 

didn’t change, but now all students pay the 

$13 transportation fee.

Parking services raised the price of 

parking tickets in 2010, including meter 

tickets and handicap parking tickets, and 

had planned to raise the student transpor-

tation fee by $2 per year for three years, ac-

cording to a Sun Star article from Aug. 30, 

2010. Had that plan been put into effect, the 

fee would be $19 in 2013.

The transportation fee does not go to-

ward the free service students enjoy on bor-

ough buses. Until recently, contributions 

from the chancellor’s office, Administrative 

Services, and the sustainability fee funded 

free rides under that program.

“Beginning last year, this program is 

being funded by a federal grant,” Harrington 

said. On April 9, the Borough Assembly ap-

proved the grant, which came from the Con-

gestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improve-

ment Program. It should cover services for 

three years. 

Active students of UAF can find the fee 

list detailed in the “Student Account” sec-

tion of UAOnline. However, this page cata-

logs only names and numbers, not uses of 

the individual fees.
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Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Reporter

Life is unpredictable. Sudden deaths in 

the family, natural disasters or unforeseen 

health issues can devastate a person’s life, 

without time or money to cover the finan-

cial burden. The Geophysical Institute’s 

GeoCare Fund helps employees pay for the 

unpredictable.

Created in November 1998, The Geo-

Care Fund is a monetary award provided 

by the Geophysical Institute and the Inter-

national Arctic Research Center. The fund 

is given to GI and IARC employees who 

need financial assistance due to a personal 

crisis that is not covered by insurance. The 

amount awarded to each recipient is no 

more than $1,000.

For a GI or IARC employee to receive 

the fund, his or her supervisor or co-worker 

sends a letter of request to the GeoCare 

Fund committee. The committee discusses 

what the employee’s needs are and what 

type of fundraiser or monetary support 

should be given.

“I can’t say that it necessarily brings 

people closer, but when employees are in 

a time of need, they’re definitely extremely 

appreciative,” said Cox, who is the execu-

tive officer 

of IARC and 

co-chair of 

the GeoCare 

Fund com-

mittee.

Joanna Cruzan, Kim Cox and Doug 

Christensen currently serve on the GeoCare 

Fund committee.

“Typically, the committee is comprised 

of one faculty member, one from the GI 

Administration, a non-administration staff 

employee, one staff member through IARC 

and one classified employee. All members 

of the committee must be permanent em-

ployees of GI/IARC,” committee co-chair 

Cruzan said in an email.

The public provides most of the money 

for the fund. In the past, bake sales, silent 

basket auctions and requests through pay-

roll deductions have been used to raise 

money for the fund.

“Without a doubt, the silent auction 

brings in the most money,” Cruzan said. 

This year, the silent auction was held in the 

Elvey Globe room in the C.T. Elvey Building.

“I’ve seen employees that have ben-

efited from 

the program 

and they’re 

extremely 

grateful,” 

Cox said. 

“We’ve had employees that have benefited 

and then have turned around when they 

were able to, have given back to the pro-

gram.”

The committee allocates the money to 

about two or three employees a year. How-

ever, the amount of actual applicants for the 

fund varies from year to year.

“There’s been years when we’ve almost 

depleted our available funds, because it 

would be a high impact year” Cox said. 

“Then there’s been years when we’ve had 

very little applications.”

Geophysical employees band together to take care of their own
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Shocking Science
UAF engineers create award winning electric snowmachine

Ian Larsen

Sun Star Reporter

Despite the cold March weather, the 

UAF ME Clean Snowmachine Team brought 

the heat at 

the Society 

of Automo-

bile Engi-

neers’ “Zero 

Emission” 

snowma-

chine competition this year.

The competition was held in Michigan, 

and consisted of four teams: Michigan Tech, 

South Dakota School of Mines and Tech, 

UAF and McGill University.

The team consisted of engineering 

students Isaac Thompson, Ben Neubauer, 

Karlin Swearingen and advisor Michael 

Golub.

These four won 

nine out of 12 events 

and took first place 

in the overall com-

petition.

“It took us a 

year to make the ma-

chine,” Thompson 

said. “Its MSRP is 

valued at about 

$17,000.”

The team was 

disqualified from 

the distance event 

due to an engine 

mishap.

“During the 

noise competition 

the throttle was 

held wide open,” 

Thompson said. 

“Since the rev limiter 

is on a one second 

delay it can be by-

passed by holding 

the throttle open. So 

the engine kept revving up and it shorted 

out.”

The team was able to ship a spare motor 

overnight to the competition.

The team was then disqualified from 

the distance event because of the newly re-

placed engine.

The snowmachine has a peak horse-

power of one hundred, can reach a top 

speed of 70 miles an hour, and weighs 580 

pounds.

“A regular snowmachine weighs around 

540 pounds,” Neubauer said. “With a little 

more time 

we can get 

our machine 

there.”

“With 

the battery 

at three 

quarter of a charge it went sixteen miles, It 

could easily get to twenty with a full charge,” 

Thompson said.

Even with all this power, the machine 

has a zero emission rate, makes little to 

no noise and runs off nothing but battery 

power.

“You have to be careful when you’re 

riding the snowma-

chine, it has more 

power then you 

think,” Swearingen 

said. “One time I was 

driving it around, 

I pushed on the 

throttle too fast and 

nearly flipped it.”

Because of the 

team’s sweeping vic-

tory, the National 

Science Foundation 

asked the team to 

bring the snow-

machine to Green-

land for emission 

research. The team 

and the electric 

snowmachine will 

help researchers 

come up with new 

ways to efficiently 

travel between 

research stations 

without fear of emis-

sions ruining data at 

the stations.

“If we get the money to do this again,” 

Thompson said. “We can build an even 

better one, maybe we could even try it out 

at Arctic Man, if someone was brave enough 

to drive it.”

OBJECTIVE  AND  SUBJECTIVE  HANDLING
Testing overall handling of the machine

The cost effectiveness of the machines
(Manufacture Suggested Retail Price)

MSRP

The total weight of the snowmachine
WEIGHT

Presentation to the judges about how 
the machine was made and the parts 

used

ORAL  PRESENTATION

Demonstrating how much weight the 
machine could pull. UAF’s snowma-

chine pulled 592 pounds.

DRAW  BAR  PULL

Using the snowmachines in colder cli-
mates require it to be able to start up 

in freezing temperatures

COLD  START

The plans used to build the machine
SCHEMATIC    DESIGN

The machines were driven at fifteen 
miles and hour to determine noise 

levels

NOISE  TEST

EVENTS  WON

Isaac Thompson and his teammates went to Michigan to compete in the Society of Automotive Engineers’ “Zero 
Emission” snowmachine competition. Photo by Ben Neubauer, courtesy of Isaac Thompson.

Christin Davis drives UAF’s entry for the Society of Automotive Engineers’ “Zero Emission” snowmachine competi-
tion. Photo by Ben Neubauer, courtesy of Isaac Thompson.
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Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Reporter

“The Hunger Games.” It’s everywhere. I 

noticed the novel last year when searching 

on Amazon but never bought it. When the 

movie premiered in late March I refused to 

see the film until I read the book.

After the first page I was hooked.

All of the hype about “The Hunger 

Games” is well-deserved. However, an 

abundance of controversy about racism, 

body image and government comes along 

with the hype.

“The Hunger Games” is a novel by 

American author Suzanne Collins published 

in 2008, the first book in the Hunger Games 

trilogy. The book focuses on Katniss Ever-

deen, who volunteers to take her younger 

sister’s place in the 74th annual Hunger 

Games.  The Hunger Games is a televised 

battle in which one boy and one girl from 

each of the 12 districts in Panem must fight 

till the death. Only one can survive.

In “The Hunger Games,” as with any 

novel, how readers imagined the characters 

in the book conflicted with how the charac-

ters were portrayed in film.

In the novel, Rue and Thresh are de-

scribed as having “dark brown skin.” Some 

fans were surprised by the casting of Af-

rican-American actors to play the charac-

ters – a shock that changed their opinions of 

the novel.

Beginning in November 2011, com-

ments regarding the two African-American 

actors portraying the characters Rue and 

Thresh bombarded the web.  The comments 

ranged from derogatory terms for African-

Americans to a lack of understanding re-

garding the characters’ descriptions.

“Arkward moment when Rue is some 

black girl and not the little blondle inno-

cent girl you picture,” one Twitter user said.  

Other comments included, “kk call me 

racist but when I found out rue was black 

her death wasn’t as sad,” and “Sense when 

has Rue been a n*****?”

I’ve had moments when the actors 

on screen were not how I imagined them 

when I read the novel. I have never called 

someone a derogatory term because of it.

In an interview with Entertainment 

Weekly, Suzanne Collins spoke about how 

she intended the characters to look.

“They were not particularly intended 

to be biracial. It is a time period where hun-

dreds of years have passed from now. There’s 

been a lot of ethnic mixing ... But then there 

are some characters in the book who are 

more specifically 

described,” Col-

lins said. “They’re 

African-American,” 

Collins said about 

Thresh and Rue, 

who have been the 

focus of the contro-

versy.

“I thought it 

was really ignorant 

of people from the 

sounds of what 

they were saying, to 

discriminate on the 

actors based on an 

idea in their head of 

what the characters 

looked like,” said 

Ferryn Nowatzki, 

a 19-year-old art 

student at UAF. 

Nowatzki, who has 

not read the novel, saw the movie with me.

While reading the character descrip-

tions I imagined Rue and Thresh to be black. 

One could argue that because I am a black 

woman, I would have naturally assumed 

that Rue, described as having “dark brown 

skin,” would be black as well.

I found it more interesting that Rue and 

Thresh came from District Eleven, the agri-

cultural district. In that district people work 

in the fields all day. I did not know if Collins 

was aware that the black characters in her 

novel worked in the agricultural district, 

like slaves did in the nineteenth century. I 

wondered if this connection between the 

two was the author’s choice or if because of 

American culture, she automatically associ-

ated African-Americans with agriculture.

“Maybe some people see that as ste-

reotypical, the two African-Americans are 

from the agricultural district. The whole ste-

reotype of African-Americans being cotton-

pickers,” said Reid Goneau, 18, a general 

studies student. Goneau, who has read the 

novel and seen the film, said that race was 

not a big issue when seeing the film.

After the film’s release, some critics 

called Jennifer Lawrence, the actress who 

portrays Katniss Everdeen, “too curvy.” In 

the novel, Everdeen is described as slim 

and lives in poverty. I felt that the criticism 

was more about the beauty expectations 

Western women are held up to rather than 

a bad casting call. Lawrence is fit but she is 

neither curvy nor 

starving.

“She was a 

good actress for the 

part. Are you really 

gonna make her 

starve herself for 

it?” Goneau said.

“I thought she 

looked fine, I don’t 

think that’s the 

main thing the au-

dience should be 

concerned about, 

that’s the same with 

the racism,” Nowa-

zski said, calling the 

criticism ridiculous. 

“If you’re a great 

actor, you can make 

the audience be-

lieve anything.”

The novel does 

not focus on issues of race or body image. 

“The Hunger Games” is a warning. The 

novel exemplifies what happens when gov-

ernment has too much power, when citizens 

are no longer free men and the ability to 

question the facts is obsolete.

“It’s a good story about her [Katniss’s] 

loyalty to her family and how courageous 

she is,” Goneau said. “It’s about the ex-

tremes of a government trying to keep con-

trol because that is essentially why they have 

the Hunger Games.”

“The Hunger Games,” both novel and 

film, tackles real issues that a younger au-

dience can understand. I encourage you to 

find out for yourselves. As they say in the 

novel, “Happy Hunger Games and may the 

odds be ever in your favor.”

Both fans and critics of ‘The Hunger Games’ are catching fire

A movie poster featuring the character Rue from Lionsgate 
Film’s The Hunger Games.
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Students don their finest recyclables for green dance
Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

Students and guests showed their 

moves at the Go Green Dance held in the 

Wood Center Ballroom on April 7. The 

theme was sustainability and recycling and 

students were encouraged to dress up.

Samantha Feemster, 20, won the cos-

tume contest with her Ritz Cracker box 

outfit. DJ 50/50 played music until 1 a.m. on 

Sunday. Entrance was $5 per student and 

for $10, students could bring non-students. 

If students wore costumes, they got $1 off.

“It was a great get-together for all the 

students,” 20-year-old Kayla Hegna said.

The Students Offering Leadership De-

velopment and the Office of Sustainability  

hosted the dance.

The next dance in the Wood Center 

Ballroom will be Club Wood on Saturday, 

April 14 from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. The Depart-

ment of Residence Life and the Student Ac-

tivities Office will host the event.

Samantha Feemster, 20, struts her Ritz Cracker costume, which took first place in the sustainability and recycling 
costume contest, while she dances with Matt Nyholm, 22, at the SOLD Go Green Dance on April 7, 2012. Fernanda 
Chamorro/Sun Star

Leah Ailes, 19, and John Venables, 21, enjoy their time at the SOLD Go Green Dance on April 7, 2012 in the Wood 
Center ballroom. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

UAF students including Samantha Feemster, 20, in her winning Ritz cracker costume, show off their costumes at the 
SOLD Go Green Dance in the Wood Center Ballroom on April 7, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Jeric Quiliza, 22, dances in his cardboard costume with his friends at the SOLD Go Green Dance on April 7, 2012. 
Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star
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Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center 
For additional information, contact the Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043 

or visit our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc 
Division of Student Services

Letters to the Editor
Have something to say? 
Say it here. The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please include the 
author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). E-mail your 
letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to PO Box 
756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in 

the next issue. All letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Respectfully Disagree
Dear Editor,
I am responding to the article in the 

April 3rd edition under the “Field Guide to 
Fees.” I applaud Mr. Bushke’s service to the 
United States Military. I myself am an Hon-
orably Discharged Veteran; I didn’t retire 
from the military but completed my obliga-
tion. I however served during the early 80’s 
(the reduction in forces era) so I am not 
entitled to any G.I. Bill educational benefits. 
I am also a 15/16 registered tribal member 
which entitles me to both medical coverage 
under Chief Andrew Isaacs, and the Vet-
erans Clinic.

I like many students at UAF pay for my 
education out “of my own pocket” thus in-
curring debt. By Mr. Bushke’s own admis-
sion he “doesn’t have a dog in this fight,” 

and that the government is paying his tu-
ition fees. Unlike Mr. Bushke I believe that 
without all students attending classes at the 
main campus (not CTC) paying the required 
health center fee this low cost basic medical 
care would deny students that are not as 
lucky as Mr. Bushke and I to basic health 
need coverage.

I understand that Mr. Bushke did this as 
a matter of principle, but I respectively dis-
agree with his “encouraging” other students 
to follow his example. I don’t use the SRC, 
pay for all sporting events I attend, nor par-
ticipate in sponsored events but as with the 
health care fee I believe paying all athletic/
SRC fees, benefit my fellow students even 
though I chose not to utilize the facilities.

Regards,
Jeff Thompson

Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

Buddy Wakefield added a spark of 

humor and deep thought to his poetry slam 

when he walked on the Wood Center Ball-

room stage April 5.

“This is my church. And this church is a 

house of healing,” he said. “Hallelujah. Wel-

come, come on in, as you are. Have a look 

around ... stay out of my porn.”

Wakefield started his performance 

standing on a stool. He was thankful for the 

room-temperature water, which he said is a 

necessity for his performances.

Mixing emotional topics and humor, 

Wakefield seemed to reach everyone in his 

audience, who responded with laughter or 

tears, and he was fast to point out those who 

appeared unemotional.

“Umm hello handsome, how you 

doin’, you good? I’m sorry, I won’t make 

an example out of you,” he pointed out one 

straight-faced spectator. “He looks pissed.”

Wakefield is a 37-year-old openly gay 

American slam poet, some would probably 

include comedian in the description. He 

has won the Individual World Poetry Slam 

Championships twice consecutively and 

has released several books and poetry al-

bums.

He has performed poetry for 13 years 

and loves the big crowds. Authors see him 

as the poetry slam role model. He quit his 

job as a Washington biomedical firm’s ex-

ecutive assistant and left everything behind, 

sometimes sleeping in his car, to begin his 

career as a poet.

“Let it go, let it go from the get-go,” he 

said. Though he mentioned that people do 

not need passion, he did say they need to 

forgive and forget, because “forgiveness is 

the release of all hope for a better past.”

Wakefield was glad to be back in “Fair-

banksiotch,” where he had a fun time with 

his buddies the last time he was invited. He 

said if he was invited again, he would defi-

nitely make it back up here.

“I thought it was great,” 24-year-old 

Isaac Thompson said. “It makes you realize 

what you want to do and then go out and 

do it. He was a lot more energetic than I ex-

pected.”

Wakefield memorizes his poems due 

to his “obsessive compulsive order” which 

provides him the patience to edit a poem 

for however long it takes, he said. His poems 

sometimes require months of rewriting and 

his rereading serves as memorization.

Wakefield did not so much change 

19-year-old Mickey Zakurdaew’s perspec-

tive of poetry slams as the poet made him 

think about life, Zakurdaew said.

After his performance, Wakefield sold 

signed books, posters and albums. He gave 

some of this gear free to students who did 

not have the money to pay for it because he 

said he remembered what it was like being a 

college student.

Buddy Wakefield infuses poetry 
with comedy

Buddy Wakefield entertains his audience from atop a stool during his poetry performance on Thursday, April 5, 
2012. The two-time Individual World Poetry Slam Champion performed in the Wood Center Ballroom at the Uni-
versity of Alaska Fairbanks. Michelle Strehl/Sun Star

Allergic Rhinitis 

Q: I’ve had a stuffy, runny nose for the past few 

days.  Do you think I might have allergies?  

A:   Even though the buds have not burst yet, you 

may be suffering from allergic rhinitis also known as 

seasonal allergies or hay fever.  Usually allergies from 

dust, pollens or animal dander cause a person to ex-

hibit symptoms such as itchy, watery eyes and sneezing 

in addition to the stuffy, runny nose. Some people may 

also complain of a scratchy throat.

Q:  What can I do for these symptoms?

A:  You can take an over the counter antihista-

mine.  Benadryl ( diphenhydramine) is an effective an-

tihistamine and works quite well at eliminating symp-

toms, however it can cause extreme drowsiness.  If you 

suffer from insomnia it might be worth trying before 

bedtime but be aware, you may still feel a bit groggy the 

following day. A better selection for allergy symptoms 

might be Claritin (loratadine) or Allegra(fexofenadine) 

which are also antihistamines but not nearly as se-

dating at least to most people.   

To help with your nasal congestion you might 

want to try pseudoephedrine which can be purchased 

behind the counter from the pharmacist.  You do not 

need a prescription for it. I DO NOT recommend nasal 

sprays such as Afrin for 

stuffy noses unless you in-

tend to use it for not more 

then 2 to 3 days.  Though 

these preparations give 

immediate relief, the pos-

sibility of a rebound reaction, with far worse symptoms, 

is very likely.

Q: Can I do anything besides take medicines for 

these symptoms?

• Avoid allergens by staying indoors during peak 

seasons especially if the wind is blowing.

• Shower before bed to remove allergens from 

hair and skin.

• Rinse your nose with a salt-water (saline) solu-

tion. Saline is also available in a standard nasal spray, 

although this is not as effective as using larger amounts 

of water. You can use ¾ cup of saline per nostril.  This is 

useful for treating drainage down the back of the throat, 

sneezing, nasal dryness, and congestion. It helps by 

rinsing out allergens and irritants from the nose.

• After washing your hands throughout the day, 

splash some water up onto your face a few times. .  This 

will help rinse allergens away.
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