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Busted
April 4 - Residence Life reported a 

possible assault in Moore Hall. An officer 

responded and found an intoxicated Fair-

banks woman, 20, but the woman said 

she had not been assaulted. She was sum-

monsed for underage drinking.

Plate seized... 
April 5 - UAFPD stopped a Fairbanks 

woman, 34, for improper use of her license 

plate tab on the Parks Highway near Sheep 

Creek. Police seized her plate and im-

pounded her vehicle. She was summonsed 

for misusing her evidence of registration.

Lola Tilly Uncommons
April 6 - An officer was on foot patrol 

in the Lola Tilly Commons when he spoke 

to a person who had marijuana. The indi-

vidual gave the officer the marijuana and 

no charges have been filed.

Cutless Apartments
April 7 - UAFFD reported a fight in the 

Cutler Apartments. An officer discovered 

the fight was verbal, and police did not 

press charges.

Underage drinking
April 7 - Community Service Officers 

were patrolling the inner campus when 

they came across intoxicated people. A 

19-year-old man from Craig was sum-

monsed for underage drinking and police 

turned him over to the care of a friend for 

the night.

Open Door Police-y
April 7 - Someone called 911 to report 

a man who was “yelling at students de-

manding to use their Polar Express cards” 

in the Rasmuson Library. Police gave him 

a disorderly conduct warning and escorted 

him into the building to get personal items 

he needed to take out.

No Window Shopping
April 8 - Police arrested and trans-

ported a Fairbanks man, 27, to the Fair-

banks Correctional Center after he was 

spotted looking through a window at Sam’s 

Sourdough Café. He was intoxicated and 

had some marijuana and a switchblade. 

He was charged with marijuana possession 

and misconduct involving a weapon.

Dirty Laundry
April 9 - Someone reported missing 

items from the Wood Center laundry room. 

An investigation is currently underway.
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

This report is based on information re-
ported by the University Police Department. 
Individuals arrested and/or charged with 
crimes in this report are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law.

Erin Walsh 22, senior squad leader, directs her team 
through open terrain in an ambush at the training pro-
gram on April 13, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Corrections
In the April 10 blotter, there was a horse in the “IDK” blotter entry, but none of us 

can figure out how it got there. We suspect an equine conspiracy. We will do our best 
to keep horses out of future blotters unless they break the law on campus. The Sun Star 
regrets the error.
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Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Reporter

Senators present
Holt, Hopkins, Netardus, O’Scannell, 

Golub, Chambers, Young, Zakurdaew, 

Burns-Shafer, Cervin, Brown, Kinnard and 

Burley

Senators absent
O’Connor, Chamberlain and Schurz

Officers
Freitag and Ball

Directors
Banks

Even senators need advice
“SB 178-016 Help is On the Way” would 

place a question on the Spring 2012 election 

ballot that asks students whether ASUAF 

should have an advisor. The bill was spon-

sored by Robert Kinnard. The original ques-

tion was a referendum for the ballot. The 

referendum received over 360 signatures. 

Due to clerical errors, the elections com-

mittee did not allow the question to be on 

the elections ballot. Kinnard was given an 

extension. The question could have ended 

up on the ballot if approved by the senate, 

Freitag and the elections committee before 

the end of the day on April 15.

During a late-night meeting held on 

April 12, the senate did not expedite the 

legislation and it was sent to the executive 

committee.

During the meeting the legislation was 

discharged from committee. There were ap-

proximately eight amendments to the bill 

but all failed to pass. The legislation failed 

due to a 6-4-0 vote, as it did not have two-

thirds. Michael Golub, Jennifer Chambers, 

Khrisstian Burns-Shafer and Cervin voted 

against the legislation. Because the legisla-

tion was voted down, the question will not 

appear on the ballot.

Guests
Kaneyo Hirata, a senior psychology stu-

dent, asked ASUAF for monetary support. 

Hirata is creating the first student-initiated 

Asian-American Pacific Islander Week at 

UAF. The project is a community service 

project required by her cultural psychology 

class.

Senator of the year
Each year, a senator is given an award 

as senator of the year. Chelsea Holt, Blake 

Burley, Jesse Cervin and Will Collingwood 

were nominated for the award. Collingwood 

is a former senator who voluntarily resigned 

due to his excessive absences. Robert Kin-

nard III was also nominated but did not ac-

cept the nomination. The nominations were 

tabled until the next senate meeting.

Consideration of appointments
Dillon Ball was appointed to the Master 

Planning Committee. The appointment was 

sent to the University Relations committee 

for consideration.

Changes to the Elections 
Manual

A number of changes were made to 

the ASUAF Elections Manual. The elec-

tions board will prepare an attendance and 

voting record for each senator running for 

office. The record will be based on informa-

tion from the last 12 months the senator has 

served. This was changed from the original 

wording, which was for incumbents. The 

senator with the largest amount of votes for 

a seat wins the seat. If the winner declines 

the seat than the runner-up will step up and 

if no one receives at least four votes, the 

seat will be vacant. Three of the proposed 

amendments were tabled until the next 

senate meeting.

Celebrating Culture
“SB 178-017 Asian American Pacific 

Islander Week” is a three-day event that 

will celebrate Asian-American and Pacific 

Islander culture later this month. Jennifer 

Chambers sponsored the legislation. The 

legislation asked ASUAF to allocate $300 

toward the event. The bill was sent to the 

student affairs committee.

Editor’s note: ASUAF held a special 

meeting on April 12. At that meeting, the 

senate delved into more in-depth discussion 

of some of the above topics. You can find that 

coverage on Page 4.

ASUAF recap - April 15, 2012
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ASUAF holds special late-night meeting for ballot issues, budget talks
Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Reporter

A bill that would place a question about 
the sustainability fee on to ballot for the spring 
2012 ASUAF election was dismissed at a 9 p.m. 
ASUAF meeting on Thursday April 12, 2012 in 
the Gruening Building.

RISE board members and students at-
tended the meeting while the senate discussed 
fees, a senate advisor and the ASUAF budget.

Guests
Senior psychology student Kaneyo Hirata 

asked ASUAF for their support during UAF’s 
first Asian-American Pacific Islander Week. 
Hirata asked the senate to allocate money to-
ward coffee and water during the events.

Jeremiah Harrington, Mike Stanfeld, 
Dorian Granger and Assistant Director for 
Student Activities Cody Rogers attended the 
meeting in support of the SIREN fee. KSUA 
Program Director Rebecca File, RISE Board 
member Kristine Deleon,  RISE Board Chair 
Brett Parks, RISE Board Vice Chair Wyatt 
Hulbert, Director of Sustainability Michele 
Hebert, LIVE Assistant Coordinator Josh 
Hovis and former ASUAF senator Sophia 
Grzeskowiak-Amezquita were also there in 
support of the fee.

Parks had two questions he wanted an-
swered. He wanted to know why the SIREN 
fee was singled out and why the question on 
the ballot was worded the way it was, because 
the question seemed biased, he said.

Jennifer Chambers, ASUAF senate chair, 
explained that the SIREN fee is one of the few 
fees that go through student government and 
is created by students. Chambers did not an-
swer Parks’s second question, stating that it 
was more of an argument.

Guests remarks were temporarily inter-
rupted when senators Robert Kinnard III and 
Jesse Cervin set up a laptop so Chelsea Holt 
could attend the meeting via Skype.

Don’t mess with green
In the past week, ASUAF gained a lot 

of attention due to the possible repeal of the 
Student Initiative for Renewable Energy Now 
fee, also known as the Sustainability fee. Stu-
dents began paying the student-initiated fee in 
Spring 2010.

Students taking three or more credits pay 
the $20 fee each semester. The SIREN fee helps 
pay for energy-efficient programs at UAF such 
as the Green Bike program and the water 
bottle filling stations in the Wood Center and 
the Moore-Bartlett-Skarland complex.

In the Fall 2011 election, the ballot listed 
two questions regarding the fee. The first 
question asked students if they knew what 

the SIREN fee was. Two hundred and twenty 
eight people answered “yes” and 357  people 
answered “no.” The second question asked the 
students who answered yes to the previous 
question whether or not the fee should con-
tinue. One hundred and forty one students 
answered “yes” and 197 students answered 
“no.”

The discussion about a possible repeal 
sparked when the question to discontinue 
the SIREN appeared on the proposed ASUAF 
ballot for the spring 2012 election.

Jennifer Chambers sponsored “SB 178-
014 It’s Not Easy 
Being Green,” 
at the request of 
a student. The 
bill would add a 
question to the 
ballot asking students if the SIREN fee should 
be repealed.

“I feel like it was a conflict of interest of the 
senate chair, Jennifer Chambers, sponsoring it 
because she is also the Elections Board chair,” 
Kinnard said. “Her sponsoring it herself was 
very highly unethical.”

“A student asked me to write the legisla-
tion about SIREN and I did.  I do not see that as 
being unethical,” Chambers said in an email. 
“However, had the legislation been adopted 
and been approved for the spring ballot, I think 
it would have been unethical for me to have 
voted (as a member of the Elections Board) 
on whether or not to include that question on 
the ballot, since I would have sponsored the 
original legislation.”

If the legislation was passed by the senate 
the question could be placed on the ballot and 
students could vote to repeal the fee.

“What it would do is take away a lot of 
energy from getting projects done and more 
people excited about sustainability ... it would 
divert us from moving the campus forward,”  
Hebert said.

“We’re kind of going into a sustainable 
world and I feel like this was voted on for the 
students, it would be against the students to 
put it into the ballot because they’ve done 
so much and in such little time, and they’re 
well organized as well as that,” Grzeskowiak-
Amezquita said.

The rules of procedure were suspended 
and the legislation was sent to First Reading 
of Legislation. Bills sent to First Reading of 
Legislation can be expedited, dismissed or 
sent to a committee. Kinnard made a motion 
to dismiss the bill. Kinnard was seconded by 
Jesse Cervin. The legislation was dismissed by 
a vote of 7-2. Blake Burley and John Netardus 
voted against the dismissal. After the vote, the 
room filled with applause.

Attendance in the senate
This semester, attendance has been an 

issue for ASUAF. In early March, three sena-
tors were removed from the senate due to 
excessive absences. Later that month, Kinnard 
sponsored a senator accountability bill that 
would pay each senator $1. Since the payment 
would be a conflict of interest, the senators 
could not vote for or against the legislation. 
The bill was tabled until December, 2024.

Kinnard sponsored another bill regarding 
absences in the senate. “SB 178-015 Revised 
Attendance Policy” would amend the current 

ASUAF bylaws 
to automati-
cally remove 
a senator who 
has excessive 
absences.  It will 

also create an appeal process so the removed 
senator can come back on to the senate. With 
the amended bylaws, senators with four un-
excused absences, eight excused absences or 
two unexcused and four excused absences 
would automatically be removed from the 
senate. The removed senator could file an 
appeal and provide an explanation for his or 
her absences. After this, the senator could be 
voted back on to the senator by a two-thirds 
majority vote. The legislation was sent to the 
internal affairs committee.

ASUAF advisor
Over the past year, ASUAF has been dis-

cussing the possibility of having a senate ad-
visor. Although initially against the proposal, 
Freitag stated in the meeting that she is now in 
support of an advisor.

Kinnard sponsored bill “SB 178-016 Help 
is On the Way,” which would place a question 
on the ballot for the upcoming ASUAF elec-
tion. The question would ask  students if they 
think ASUAF should have an advisor.

Kinnard originally submitted a petition 
for a ballot referendum. Three hundred and 
sixty students signed in favor of ASUAF having 
an advisor.

The Elections Board did not allow the 
petition to appear on the ballot because the 
original petition was not in question format, 
did not mention the election and there was 
conflict about how a paid advisor would affect 
the proposed budget. Since the petition was 
not passed by the Elections Board before the 
April 8 deadline, Kinnard was given an exten-
sion and rewrote the petition.

The bill now needed senate approval to 
appear on the elections ballot. After the senate 
approved it, ASUAF president and the Elec-
tions Board would have to pass by April 15.

Kinnard moved to expedite the legisla-
tion. Brown seconded the motion. The senate 

voted on whether to expedite the legislation. 
If expedited, the senate could remove the bill 
from the Executive Committee, allowing a 
higher chance for the bill to be on the elections 
ballot.

The bill was not expedited because it did 
not have two-thirds majority vote.  Golub, 
John Netardus, Blake Burley and Cervin voted 
against the expedition. The bill was sent to the 
executive committee.

“Three-hundred-sixty students clearly  
signed the petition and I think it would be a 
misrepresentation of the students if we didn’t 
pass it because their voice wouldn’t be heard,” 
Kinnard said. “That they didn’t expedite it 
shows how they’re not aware of what students 
would like.”

Chambers said in an email that she voted 
against the bill because she wants students to 
be aware of the cost associated with hiring an 
advisor.

During ASUAF’s April 15 meeting, the 
senate ultimately killed the bill. The question 
about whether ASUAF should have an advisor 
will not appear on the ballot for the upcoming 
election.

ASUAF budget
“SB 178-013 ASUAF Budget,” sponsored 

by Jennifer Chambers, was Freitag’s proposed 
ASUAF budget for 2012-2013. Grzeskowiak-
Amezquita asked Freitag why the budget for 
club council had been cut. Freitag explained 
that money that ASUAF  allocated to a project 
in the past did not go through. Since there 
was extra money, it was placed into the Club 
Council budget line.

“Looking back on it, it probably wasn’t the 
best decision to the dump that much money 
into there because then it sets precedent to 
have that much in there, always.”

“I cut it because I felt like student travel 
needed more, so I just averaged them and 
rounded it up,” Freitag said.

Brown made a motion to remove $2,500 
from the ASUAF summer committee and place 
those funds into the club council ad hoc com-
mittee. The amendment was passed by a vote of 
7-2-0.  There is now $3,000 left in summer com-
mittee. Freitag was disappointed the money 
had been relocated into club council, she said. 
“We’re collecting a $10 fee during the summer, 
from summer students and we should be 
spending that money on the summer students.”

By the end of the night many of the sup-
porters of the SIREN fee left. Before a vote could 
be made on the budget, Kinnard walked out of 
the meeting.
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Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Reporter

Sleeping and reading at work may soon 

need supervisor approval.

On March 26, University of Alaska em-

ployees were sent a draft of the employee 

code of conduct issued by UA President 

Gamble.

UA President Patrick Gamble issued the 

code, which reminds employees of the dos 

and don’ts in the workplace.

“I think it’s important that people un-

derstand what the expectations are and I 

think getting the code out there for people 

to discuss gives us a starting point,” UAF 

Chancellor Brian Rogers said.

The draft was completed on March 26 

and is available to staff and faculty for feed-

back. It pertains to all University of Alaska 

employees. The proposed code of conduct 

tells employees what is expected of them in 

the workplace. The draft admonishes inap-

propriate behavior  such as inattention to 

performance, unsatisfactory performance, 

insubordination, absenteeism, dishonesty, 

theft, harassment and personal misconduct. 

Unauthorized sleeping, reading or inappro-

priate internet usage and fighting on the job 

are also included in the draft.

Some UAF faculty voiced opinions of 

the proposed draft.

“I looked at some of the things, some 

of the issues 

that were 

covered and 

some of the 

things were 

common sense to me,” said Cara Holling-

sworth, director of Leadership, Involvement 

and Volunteer Experience. Hollingsworth 

realized that everybody interprets things 

differently and it is good make the expecta-

tions clear, she said.

“As a faculty member, I was insulted,” 

said Jordan Titus, chair andprofessor of the 

sociology department. “I thought that it re-

flected a lack of understanding of the world 

of academia.”

Titus said that the language of the pro-

posal is vague and potentially problematic 

because a lot of the language does not have 

a shared definition — not everyone can 

agree on the meaning of some words in the 

draft. Titus used “unauthorized reading” 

as an example. She did not know whether 

it suggested that she needed authorization 

to read, authorization for what she assigns 

her students to read or authorization to read 

outside of 

the work-

place.

In a 

memo-

randum to University of Alaska employees 

on March 30, Gamble said that the character 

of the University of Alaska system is based 

on the actions of its employees.

“As members of a well regarded institu-

tion of higher learning, we must promote a 

culture of excellence, continuous improve-

ment, and then act accordingly in the best 

interests of our students and the university 

community,” Gamble said.

“At least from what I read that’s sort of 

the purpose of the code of conduct,” Hol-

lingsworth said, “to make sure everybody’s 

on the same page, as far as how we’re rep-

resenting ourselves while we represent the 

university.”

Hollingsworth would have liked an ex-

planation for the proposal and why it came 

out it when it did, she said.

The proposed code of conduct is avail-

able online and UAF employees are encour-

aged to submit their opinions. All comments 

will be anonymous.

Due to a large amount of employee re-

sponses, the deadline to submit comments 

was extended to April 20. The employee re-

sponses will be given to Gamble before May 1.

In the memorandum, Gamble wrote 

“Natural forces at work will always tend to 

form silos. Silos don’t move. Teams working 

together form bigger teams. Teams move …

good teams win!”

Proposed code of conduct divides employees over its intentions
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Orientation fee helps new students find their way
Mandee Jackson
Sun Star Reporter

As the snow thaws and finals loom, 
UAF’s New Student Orientation scouts out 
orientation leaders who will welcome in-
coming students in September. Fall orien-
tation, a frenzy of free food, fun and new 
friends, relies on a one-time fee to keep 
rolling.

“It’s where I met most of the friends I 
have now.” Sarah Maus said. The 19-year-
old mathematics student dove into all of the 
activities that the event had to offer, such as 
the games, breakfasts and tours.

“It was fun for me because of my orien-
tation leader,” Maus added.

Students only pay the New Student Ori-
entation fee once during their time at UAF.

Specifically, the groups of students who 
pay this fee are first-time bachelor’s-degree-
seeking students, degree-seeking interna-
tional students, exchange students and UA 
Scholars. Students who are coming in with 
more than 30 credits or are obtaining a two-
year degree are not charged. The fall orien-
tation fee is $75 and it is $35 for spring ori-
entation. The difference in cost is due to the 
difference in amount of time for orientation.

Fall orientation lasts four days while 
spring orientation is just one day. This fee 
was introduced in the 1990s and was origi-
nally $25, when the Student Activities Of-
fice, Outdoor Adventures, and New Student 
Orientation were all under one office. In 

2004, the Wood Center department decided 
to raise the price to $75 when NSO became 
a part of Enrollment Services. The depart-
ment revenue fluctuates over the years 
because it is dependent on student enroll-
ment. For the 2011-2012 year there were 
about 882 students registered in the fall 
orientation and 151 for the spring, creating 
$65,890 in revenue. The 
revenue for the last five 
years has averaged to 
approximately $62,700 
per year.

All of this money 
is used within the pro-
gram. Every day of the 
four-day fall orientation 
is packed with activities 
and games. The first day 
of fall orientation is set 
aside for new students 
to sign up for programs 
in the Hess Rec Center. 
This is where the new 
students pay for their 
mail box, sign up for 
their meal plan and 
receive their Polar Ex-
press card.

After lunch the program splits into var-
ious group activities, such as the scavenger 
hunt, campus tour and breakfast with an 
NSO group.

As an incentive for coming to all of these 
events, the NSO leaders can punch holes in 

the each student’s orientation booklet to 
verify that the student attended the event. 
At the end of orientation, students who had 
all the spaces punched were entered into a 
drawing for airline tickets.

Robert Doerning, an 18-year-old 
freshman with an undeclared major en-
joyed fall orientation.

“It was definitely 
worth $75,” Doerning 
said. “It was fun and 
well done with plenty 
of enthusiasm. And I 
got more familiar with 
the campus. It shows 
that this college cares 
about the students.”

The fall fee covers 
program expenses and 
provides $200 in Bear 
Bucks for orienta-
tion leaders who help 
students and families 
move in. The fee pays 
for shuttle services, 
game prizes for the 
games, the catering 
services throughout 

the events, and the welcome bags that every 
participating student receives. The welcome 
bags contain coupons for piercings and 
coffee, UAF water bottles, maps of campus, 
and information packets for incoming stu-
dents. The department saves any money left 
over uses it for the next orientation period.

The spring orientation is a condensed 
version of the fall. This is more of a briefing 
rather than an eventful week.

Kayleen Hansen, an 18-year-old ma-
joring in biology, enjoyed her spring orien-
tation.

“It was informative and the speakers 
were great. I’m glad I went because it ex-
plained a lot of things I wouldn’t have 
known otherwise,” Hansen said.

Spring orientation is a half-day event 
and the students get the same welcome 
bags that students in the fall receive. The $35 
spring fee goes toward catering and com-
pensation for the 10 orientation leaders.

Orientations and orientation fees are 
common in U.S. universities.

“UAF’s fee is significantly below others,” 
said Damien Snook, UAF’s orientation di-
rector.

Peer institutions charge an average of 
$129.44, Snook said. The average length of 
orientation is two-and-a-half days.

“It’s helpful for the students, it gets 
them acquainted with UAF. It is worth going 
to because there’s so many thing to learn 
about the college,” said NSO leader Mer-
cedes Hughes, a graduating 22-year-old so-
ciology and biological sciences senior.

UAA has a fee of $75 per student and 
$25 per guest. Its orientation is an eight-

hour program.

LIVE IN CONCERT

A UAF CONCERT BOARD PRESENTATION

FRIDAY, APRIL 27 
UAF PATTY CENTER

DOORS 8PM

AA/EO EMPLOYER AND EDUCATION AL INSTITUTION.  A DIVISION OF STUDENT SERVICES.

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE UAF WOODCENTER AND TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS
ADVANCE: $5 UAF STUDENTS $15 GENERAL     DOOR: $7 UAF STUDENTS $20 GENERAL

The New Student
Orientation Fee

Cost:

Average amount 
generated:

Who pays it:

What it pays for :

$75 in Fall

About

$63,000
each year

Most incoming 
students

          Orientation 
activities and orientation 
leader compensation

$35 in Spring
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Sarah Bressler
Sun Star Reporter

Every day, a stream of students flows 

through the University of Alaska Fairbanks 

student union building, the Wood Center. 

They pause for a bite to eat, a game of pool, 

or a meeting with a friend, then travel on-

ward to the next part of the day. Madeline 

Arima is one of the few who stay.

Arima, a student desk attendant at the 

University of Alaska Fairbanks Wood Center, 

is in charge of answering and transferring 

calls. She provides general information 

about the Wood Center and UAF.

“It is important to understand that 

there are a lot of resources here in the Wood 

Center,” Arima said, “If you want to do 

something on campus or find something to 

do, this is a great place to be.”

To provide those resources, the uni-

versity charges every student taking nine or 

more credits a  $25 fee. 

The Wood Center Student Life Fee 

started in the ‘04 - ‘05 school year. At this 

time, the fee was $5 per semester for every 

student taking more than nine credits at 

the main campus or the Community and 

Technical College. Later that year, the fee 

doubled to $10.

Over the years, the fee has steadily 

risen. In 2006 it was changed  to $20 and in 

2009 to $25. Today, the fee remains $25 per 

semester per student. The fee originally paid 

for the activities in the Wood Center, as well 

as UAF traditions such as Starvation Gulch.

From lounging around to bowling to 

playing pool or ping pong, the Wood Center 

offers a variety of activities to appeal to 

the interest of many UAF students. It costs 

$3 per game to bowl, $3.60 an hour to play 

pool, and $1 for two hours of ping pong.

“It’s fun to go bowling with a a group 

of friends, especially in the winter when 

it is too cold to go do anything outside,” 

freshman Isaac Cryer said.

While the student life fee does not pay 

the wages and salaries of employees such as 

Arima, the fee covers events and utilities.

The fee generates about $150,000 each 

year. The fee pays for many of the popular 

events in the Wood Center and on campus. 

For example, the fee covers the university’s 

annual staples such as Starvation Gulch, 

Nanook Traditions, International 

Education Week, and Spring Fest. 

The fee also pays for the cost of 

keeping furniture, pool tables, 

the bowling alley and the dining 

area up-to-par. The fee does not 

go towards anyone’s salary and is 

almost never used for events that 

take place in The Pub, according 

to Wood Center Director Lydia 

Anderson.

The UAF Wood Center stu-

dent life fee is lower than the 

student life fee at UAA. All UAA 

students taking six or more 

credits pay a minimum of $120 

dollars to a maximum of $240 

depending on the student’s credit 

load. However, the UAA fee also 

pays for other programs such as 

school athletics and student-run 

organizations, whereas UAF has 

separate fees for these categories.

Student Life Fee funds Wood Center services, annual traditions

Wood Center 
Student Life Fee

Cost:

Average amount collected:

Who Pays:

$25

Students taking 9 or more
credits

What it pays for:
Activities and services 
coordinated by the Wood 
Center

About $150,000 per year
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“Bang, bang, bang, bang, bang, light 

‘em up, I will give the call to cease fire,” UAF 

ROTC Sergeant Major Erin Walsh said as she 

commanded her cadets. The cadets were 

ambushing the OpFor, the opposing force.

She chose to take her cadets through 

the thick part of the forest rather than the 

open terrain at Fort Wainwright’s Combined 

Arms Collective Training Facility. This was 

only part of the first day of this semester’s 

ROTC field training exercise, held April 13-

15.

In a real war zone, soldiers can be easily 

spotted in more open terrain, said UAF/UAA 

ROTC Battalion Commander Caleb Frazier. 

National Guard military aircraft trans-

ported UAA cadets, who joined forces with 

UAF during this semester’s training pro-

gram.

This three-day training program is held 

twice a year, once in the fall and once in 

the spring. It prepares juniors and seniors 

for the summer Leadership Development 

Assessment Course in Ft. Lewis, Wash. 

under less intense conditions. It also allows 

freshmen and sophomores to get a feel for 

the basics of what they will learn in prepara-

tion for their junior and senior years.

The Washington course is a graded 

month-long camp where cadets from every-

where in the nation train and go through a 

selection process that determines what they 

will do in the Army, what kind of jobs they 

will hold and whether they will be active 

duty or National Guard Reserves, Carson 

said.

“This is the first time some of these ca-

dets have seen each other. The Fairbanks 

and Anchorage kids work together. That’s 

the learning too is getting along with other 

people,” UAF and UAA Professor of Military 

Science Adam Carson said.

“They all desire to serve in the Army in 

some shape or form as an officer once they 

get their degree,” Carson said.

The training programs at UAF and UAA 

are pretty comparable, according to Robert 

Cheek, who is currently in the National 

Guard and in his first year of ROTC at UAA. 

Last semester’s programs did not involve 

paintball guns, but this semester the joint 

program did.

Superiors evaluated junior and senior 

cadets who lead squads through various 

missions based on planning and execu-

tion. Squad leaders led their cadets through 

ambushes, quietly finding and engaging 

the enemy after being provided a location.  

Cadets also participated in reconnaissance 

missions, deliberate attacks on known ob-

jectives, and a collective ambush. Freshman 

cadets role-played as the OpFor.

Squad leaders are evaluated on skills 

such as leadership, physical fitness, confi-

dence, communication, ability to motivate 

and comprehension of the mission, said 

Master Sergeant George Pegues, senior 

military instructor for UAF/UAA. This evalu-

ation serves as a prerequisite for attending 

the course in Washington.

UAF ROTC cadets participate in joint training with UAA 

UAF freshman Laramie Yancey, 20, role-plays as OpFor in an ambush at the ROTC training program on April 13, 
2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Bradley Craig, 26, UAA senior cadet, looks out for his team during an ambush at the ROTC training exercise on 
April 13, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Jared Sarten, 35, senior and former Army Ranger, explains to freshmen cadets how to execute certain tactics at the 
ROTC training exercise on April 13, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star
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Cadets position as they listen to instructions on an upcoming collective ambush at the ROTC training program on 
April 13, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star
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Fifty students crowded into the Hess 

Rec Center to get answers directly from UAF 

Chancellor Brian Rogers for Nanook Night 

on Tuesday, April 10.

Attendees asked questions ranging 

from Taco Bell’s operating hours to aca-

demic advising.

Students could either ask the chan-

cellor directly or submit a write-in question 

that a resident assistant would read during 

the event.

Jennifer Kemper, a 20-year-old busi-

ness administration student came to the 

event because she wanted to know what was 

happening on campus.

“He’s sort of the mover and shaker 

around campus,” Kemper said.

The night began with a question about 

the quality of UAF’s water. Chancellor 

Rogers explained that it would be very ex-

pensive to replace the campus water system 

and that the temperature of the water affects 

the taste.

“It’s running the campus in a warm 

utilidor and the water is warmer than most 

service you would have elsewhere,” Rogers 

said. “We’ve repeatedly tested to make sure 

that there’s no contamination, there is not. 

It is safe to drink but there are many of us, 

who have serious concerns about the taste.”

Students also asked questions about 

the availability of parking space.

Rogers said one of the options to fix this 

problem would be to build a parking garage 

for faculty and students. The parking garage 

would cost about $2,500 and $3,000 per 

space, per year. Due to the high costs, legis-

lative funding or an increase in student fees 

would need to cover the costs.

Another less expensive option is service 

parking. However, the soil on the north side 

of campus has ice lenses below it. Ice lenses 

occur when moisture begins to accumulate 

inside of the soil or rock and eventually be-

gins to separate it. If this space was cleared 

the ice lenses would cause subsidence, the 

process of  large amounts of water leaving 

the pores of certain types of rocks. These 

rocks help hold up the ground. Without the 

water, the rocks break apart and the ground 

caves in on itself.

Since both sides have negative side ef-

fects, UAF explores alternatives to parking 

to fix the transportation problems. The uni-

versity has tried to minimize the cost of the 

city bus service, so students can use public 

transportation instead of their vehicles.

“Parking will continue to be a problem, 

I don’t see a ready solution that gets us 

there,” Rogers said.

Students were also concerned about 

the quality and availability of their academic 

advisors. A lot of academic advisors are also 

professors and have busy schedules, which 

makes setting up advising appointments 

difficult. One student suggested creating 

peer advisors to assist with the need for aca-

demic advisors. The student advisors would 

help with academic advising like resident 

assistants help resident directors. There are 

peer mentors in the residence halls who 

help students with homework and personal 

issues but none are there to specifically 

help with advising. Academic peer advisors 

would help students with advising, offset-

ting the time needed by advisors who are 

also professors.

One student raised concerns about the 

limited availability of classes and the uni-

versity’s plan for students to graduate in four 

years. The “Stay on Track” campaign began 

in October 2011 and is used all throughout 

the University of Alaska system. The cam-

paign encourages students to take at least 

30 credits a semester, choose a major, meet 

with their advisors, take summer courses 

and use DegreeWorks. DegreeWorks is a 

program that keeps a record of student 

course work to make sure they stay on track 

to graduate.

Rogers explained that there are three 

reasons why students do not graduate in four 

years: financial aid, the quality of academic 

advising and the availability of courses. The 

limited availability of courses is caused by 

two issues, he said. One is from the univer-

sity’s need to offer classes more annually 

and the need to meet the minimum number 

of class sizes. Due to UAF’s limited number 

of faculty members, legislators would prob-

ably have to raise student fees to pay for a 

larger sized faculty. With more faculty mem-

bers, there would more available classes for 

students to take each semester. Having the 

miniumum number of students in a class 

would no longer be a problem because the 

faculty could teach more classes. Summer 

courses are another solution to help stu-

dents graduate in four years, due to the lim-

ited number of available courses.

“We’ve really worked to try to improve 

what’s offered at summer sessions so people 

can pick us some courses,” Rogers said.

The chancellor also discussed poten-

tially reducing the number of credits needed 

for core requirements.

“By next year, or probably late next year 

or the following year, we’re trying to bring 

down the number of credits required in 

the core. It’s currently 38 credits and we’re 

trying to get it down ... to the 34, 35 range,” 

Rogers said. Rogers advocates that UAF 

return to a consolidated fee. With this type 

of fee, UAF students could take a certain 

number of credits and the amount of credits 

after that would be free. For example, if the 

fee required a student take a minimum of 

15 credits, the student would not pay for 

the amount of credits they take beyond that 

amount.

The chancellor answered questions for 

two hours. Afterward, students voiced their 

opinions of the event.

ASUAF President Mari Freitag, who 

helped organize small Q&A’s with the chan-

cellor before, said the event was amazing.

Riley Crew, an 18-year-old social work 

and psychology student, got a lot of infor-

mation out of the event, she said. “We usu-

ally get funneled through a lot of people that 

don’t know what they’re talking about.”

Rogers said that the Q&A is beneficial 

for both him and the students. 

“I really got a sense tonight, for ex-

ample, that a number of the questions were 

about advising and academics is really sub-

stantial,” Rogers said. “I really do learn from 

that as to what are some of the areas that we 

need to improve on.”

Chancellor Rogers answers to students at Nanook Night

Brian Rogers wears a fake mustache over his real one during the Q &A With Chancellor Rogers on Tuesday April 10, 
2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the MBS Complex at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Michelle Strehl/Sun Star
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An enthusiastic audience filled the au-
ditorium in the UAF Reichardt building to 
see “The Vagina Monologues” April 13. This 
audience, made up of annual attendants 
and eager newbies, cheered as the cast of 
10 women stepped out on stage to guide the 
audience through a series of monologues 
written to enlighten and inform women and 
men of all ages.

Comfortable chairs, looking like they 
would be more at place in a cozy living 
room, lined up across the makeshift stage at 
the bottom of the auditorium. At 7:30 p.m., a 
group of 10 women sat in the chairs.

“The Vagina Monologues” is a theat-
rical performance by Tony-Award-winning 
playwright Eve Ensler, and performed in 
Fairbanks every spring by a cast solely made 
up of women.

Ensler created the theatrical perfor-
mance to raise awareness of women’s issues,  
ranging from self realization to societal con-
straints to brutal mental and physical abuse. 
Each year, every cent of the performances’ 
proceeds support the Interior Alaska Center 

for Non-Violent Living.
This year’s performance included 

17 monologues. Some monologues were 
performed by one actress, while others 
included anywhere from two actresses to 
the whole cast. During the 90-minute per-
formance, the audience showed responses 
ranging from laughter to tears.

“It was 
delightful, 
inspiring 
and ex-
tremely wel-
coming to 
men, which 
in the past 
has been 
a problem 
with the 
show,” said 
Sam Misra, 
a UAF stu-
dent double 
majoring in 
biology and 
theater. “I have a great time every year.”

The topics of the monologues ranged 
from initiation of young girls into woman-

hood to disturbing sexual assault. The first 
monologue chronicled an interview with a 
72-year-old woman who had been celibate 
since her early 20s. This interview began 
with the woman acting guarded, feeling 
wrong about discussing the subject in such 
a free-form manner. 

By the end of the monologue, the elderly 
woman 
came to a 
self realiza-
tion. It was 
inspiring to 
see Janelle 
Sweeny act 
out the shift 
in attitude 
from an old 
woman who 
was em-
barrassed 
and shy, 
to a much 
stronger old 
woman who 

was sure of herself and her past life deci-
sions.

The emotions of every monologue 

shifted dramatically within the cast as well 
as the audience.

Jennifer Eskridge, whose daughter 
Thalia Jacobs was also in the cast, had the 
audience hysterically laughing during her 
monologue regarding a female lawyer’s life 
of wide-ranging sexual experiences, while 
UAF student Hannah Hadaway brought 
many audience members to tears with her 
monologue describing the first-hand expe-
rience  of a Bosnian woman who had been 
repeatedly raped by soldiers in her younger 
years.

“It was kind of embarrassing being up 
on stage with my mom given how different 
our monologues were,” said Jacobs, a young 
first-year cast member and a student at West 
Valley High School, “but being part of this 
experience was still really great.”

Other monologues included poetry full 
of joy and realization, anger and frustration 
regarding the social constructs of women in 
the 21st century and women’s medical care.

The evening was full of raw emotion 
and inspiration that left the crowded audi-
ence showing their pleasure and enjoyment 
with a standing ovation.

Vagina Monologues drops jaws and raises awareness

The cast of the 2012 Vagina Monologues gathers for a quick shot before their sec-
ond and last performance on the evening on Saturday, April 14, 2012. Back row 
from L-R: Melissa Buchta, Rachel Blackwell, Amy Lee Linam, Janelle Sweeny, 
Amber Shoemaker, Jennifer Eskridge, and Tiana Hanson. Front row from L-R: 
Teri Anderson, Hannah Hadaway, and Thalia Jacobs. Photo provided by Tiana 
Hanson.
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Deep beneath the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks music department and the Salis-

bury Theatre lies the Green Room, the loca-

tion of the UAF Film Club’s live auditions for 

a new TV show.

Four tired film students, including 

Kalesha Pearson, the president of the film 

club, sat on top of Green Room tables, joking 

and swinging their legs. They were waiting 

for the next actor.

This is the first year since 2007 that 

KSUA has had an active television station, 

and its staff is fervently looking for content 

to put on the channel. The film club is one 

of the handful of student groups that have 

responded to the call.

Production Manager David Leslie 

and Program Manager Caleb Souder have 

worked for the station for less than a year, 

but in that time they have reimagined the 

operational model.

“We’re actually technically broad-

casting right now. Every hour or so you can 

watch some slides that mysteriously come 

on, ” Souder said.

“Yeah they’re for like chess clubs five 

years ago,” Leslie added.

“They’re not actually programmed to 

come on, they just do, ” Souder said.

Removing the slides from the program-

ming is one of the duo’s main goals.

“Moving images are our business now,” 

Leslie said.

Leslie and Souder ordered a Roku box 

to stream programs such as “Democracy 

Now,” and production equipment to make 

creating new content more accessible.

Leslie has been a student since the last 

time KSUA had a TV station.

“I’d barely known that there was a TV 

station, other than that there were posters 

around,” he paused, “that were old.”

KSUA went to the film club for material. 

Souder is the vice president of the club.

The film club decided to take on a 

project for the TV station as a group.

“We decided, ‘yeah, let’s do a TV series 

and put it on KSUA TV,’” Pearson said.

Members of the film club are busy with 

their own projects, so they wanted to make 

this program light and improvisational, 

Pearson said.

To make it onto the cast of “Game 

Show,” actors sign a release form and fill out 

a survey — as a character they created. The 

survey reads like a personality quiz, with 

questions about traits, desires and personal 

history. Each section has a lengthy list of 

choices to check off and a blank section for 

actors to add their own ideas.

Next, the director hands a two-para-

graph script to the actor, who must read it in 

character. The reading is followed by a short 

interview, also conducted in character.

All of the auditions are recorded on 

camera from two angles.

“It’s supposed to be a spoof of a re-

ality show,” “Game Show” Director Aaron 

Gordon said. “There are certain beats 

written in, but all of the main dialog in be-

tween is unscripted.”

“My character is pretty much me, with 

some extra mixed things,” said Jeremy Can-

none, who plays the character Luke McGee, 

a big business owner from California.

The KSUA TV office is warmly lit, and 

furnished like a live-in bachelor’s sanc-

tuary. There are two computers, and two 

swivel chairs for the managing duo. Against 

the wall next to the entrance, there is a thick 

orange couch with an adjacent coffee table. 

The rest of the office is lined with filing cabi-

nets and pieces of broadcasting equipment. 

When they’re not working, Souder and 

Leslie can be found playing SNES games on 

their tiny CRT television set.

To the right of Souder’s computer a 

single yellowed newspaper clipping tacked 

to a bulletin board reads “KSUA-TV spreads 

wings with maiden broadcast.” It is a Sun 

Star article by Bill O’Neill dated March 11, 

2003, the year the station first went live.

In the article, then-KSUA-general-man-

ager Curt Merrill expressed hopes for the 

television station similar to those of Leslie 

and Souder. He expected to start small and 

slowly expand as students gained interest, 

according to the article. In the spring of 

2002, ASUAF gave approximately $14,000 

to KSUA TV to fund the equipment that still 

holds the studio together.

“We’re waiting on getting some hard 

drives so that we can actually use our au-

tomation system,” Souder said. “As it is 

right now we can only use DVDs or VHS, so 

we’d kind of be off the air most of the time 

anyway.”

It is unlikely that KSUA TV will be on the 

air in any substantial respect this semester, 

but Leslie hopes that it will be ready before 

the fall semester.

“We really want to get it done before 

summer, but because this equipment is so 

kind of antiquated and mysterious to us, we 

have no idea how long it will take, seriously.” 

Leslie said.

They have a YouTube channel, and a 

website where they post the videos they’ve 

received.

“We have ways to operate before we 

take off,” Leslie said. The most prominent 

feature right now are “Take-Out Sessions” 

with local and visiting musicians, filmed in 

the remodeled KSUA radio station.

“To watch it on TV, you have to be on 

campus, because it’s a closed circuit sta-

tion,” Souder said.

“It wont necessarily be in the Wood 

Center, or Duckering, or the library, but just 

the dorms,”  Leslie chimed in. Those build-

ings have a different cable provider, though 

Leslie has been in contact with GCI to make 

KSUA TV available to lower campus build-

ings.

Game Show plans to air weekly 

campus-wide episodes on Channel 73 by 

fall semester, 2012.

Students bring KSUA TV back to campus airwaves

Director, Aaron Gordon (left), reviews a Game Show audition form while sound technician, David Riffey (right) 
chooses a script on March 24. Amelia Cooper/ Sun Star

Jimi Martinez, 19, operates the camera for the Saturday 
afternoon auditions for KSUA’s tv show “Game Show” 
on March 24. Amelia Cooper/ Sun Star

UAF film club member, Michael Schurz, advertises for 
Game Show auditions as he acts as a liaison between 
the sign up table and the casting crew on March 24. 
Amelia Cooper/ Sun Star
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Licensing options give new life to old software
Amelia Cooper
Sun Star Reporter

This year, the University of Alaska Fair-
banks negotiated its first proprietary license 
since it reorganized the intellectual prop-
erty office in 2010.

The software, a six year old project 
known as SwathViewer, creates maps pri-
marily through an imaging inter-
face similar to Google Earth.  The 
SwathViewer interface was made 
to run in Safari, but works in most 
other internet browsers.

UAF gets a competitive edge 
by licensing SwathViewer  as pro-
prietary rather than open source 
because licensees are less free to 
change the code.

In 2006, physics graduate stu-
dent and researcher Dan Stahlke 
invented SwathViewer. This year, 
that software was licensed to Sea-
Space, a California-based remote 
sensing company.

Remote sensing makes it 
possible to collect information 
about potentially dangerous areas 
without touching or visiting them. 
Remote sensing encompasses in-
frasound, acoustic mapping and 
satellite images, among other 
sensing techniques, according to 
UAF Intellectual Property Spe-
cialist Adam Krynicki. “It’s a broad 
topic,” he said.

Satellite photography, radiometry, in-
frared and infrasound are all passive remote 
sensors: they collect information without 
affecting the target. Radar and Light Detec-
tion And Ranging (known as LiDAR) are 
active remote sensors: they emit energy to 
scan objects.

Stahlke started developing Swath-
Viewer when his employer, the Geographic 
Information Network of Alaska (GINA), 
asked him to modify a remote sensing pro-
gram called Glovis. Stahlke soon realized 
that, due to the nature of what he called 
“large swath-shaped images” that the satel-
lites produced, this would not be feasible.

“So I started from scratch,” Stahlke said, 
“initially mimicking the Glovis interface.”

When a discovery is made using univer-
sity resources, it belongs to the university. It 
works the same with state resources. This 
is clear for discoveries by faculty and staff, 
but not as clear for student discoveries, As-
sociate Vice-Chancellor of Research Dan 
White said.

If a student invents something while 

taking a class, the intellectual property be-
longs to that student. If a student invents 
something while involved with university 
research, it belongs to the university. Dan 
Stahlke was a research assistant, so Swath-
Viewer technically belongs to UAF.

The World Intellectual Property Or-
ganization defines intellectual property as 
“creations of the mind,” whether industrial 

or artistic. Industrial and artistic intellec-
tual property can be protected by patent or 
copyright.

The UAF Office of Intellectual Property 
and Commercialization (OIPC) does all 
of the heavy 
lifting for stu-
dent inven-
tors such as 
Stahlke.

“The uni-
versity goes 
through the expense of protecting the intel-
lectual property,” White said.

This means that the inventor doesn’t 
have to find a lawyer, but will receive rev-
enue from licensing through a revenue 
sharing agreement with the university. The 
university gets a boost in productivity, the 
company’s product has new resources and 
ultimately the consumer benefits from the 
innovation, White said. 

Krynicki, the office’s attorney, orga-
nized the license agreement for Swath-
Viewer.

UAF’s Tech Transfer Office reopened as 
the OPIC in fall 2010. The entire system was 
reorganized and efforts were refocused at 
finding markets for the inventions.

Before the switch, the office was in dis-
array, and there wasn’t a clear focus. The 
overhaul was positive, White said.

White had a gold mining-related inven-
tion some time ago, before the shift, he said, 

but with all of the disorganization it never 
got through the patent process. “We just 
gave up,” he said. “So nobody uses it, and 
nobody will use it.”

When the office was reorganized, White 
and Krynicki 
looked 
through old 
intellectual 
property and 
picked out 
items that still 

had potential: “What could we take a new 
look at?”

“There are a number of things patented 
over the years that don’t have value any-
more,” White said. Technology, especially 
software, becomes outdated quickly. Swath-
Viewer was one of the pre-OPIC inventions 
that they pulled off of the shelf.

SwathViewer uses very little band-
width, White said.

“That’s the name of the game: who can 
have these interface tools without slowing 
your home computer down,” White said.

The market for licensing intellectual 
property is known to be a cannibalistic one. 

“There are lots of competitors that will 
get an exclusive license from you on your 
project, and that may never see the light of 
day,” White said. These companies buy the 
rights to intellectual property so that their 
competitors can’t use it, and have no inten-
tion of using it themselves. SeaSpace is not 

likely to be one of these companies.
The SeaSpace website pro-

claims that the company is the 
“world’s leading provider of satel-
lite ground stations and processing 
software for remote sensing ap-
plications.” Other remote sensing 
software licensed to SeaSpace 
include TeraScan, TeraVision, 
RaMPS, Vulcan and Dvorak.

One of the biggest blocks in 
the way of pursuing intellectual 
property protections is “prior art 
research.” When a potential idea 
comes to Krynicki, the first thing 
he does is check to see if it’s already 
been made.

“Somebody already invented 
it, we can’t legally protect it,” White 
said.

White doesn’t want to dis-
courage ideas, though.

“One of the really fun things 
for us and the community is finding 
things that the Fairbanks commu-
nity could develop,” he said. ”It’d be 
nice if we were making stuff.”

This has been a productive year for the 
OPIC. A graph on its January 2012 brochure 
shows that the office explored 33 invention 
proposals and received 13 new invention 
disclosures. That’s more than the previous 
three years combined, according to the ac-
companying text.

Stahlke only used SwathViewer for 
simple things, like checking the weather. 
“I was not an earth scientist, I was a com-
puter programmer,” he said. Stahlke left UAF 
and GINA two years ago to pursue a PhD in 
physics at Carnegie Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh. He is still a temporary employee 
with GINA.

“I just kept adding features as they were 
requested,” Stahlke said. “I never expected 
the project to grow as it did.”

A screenshot of the SwathViewer interface.
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Have something to say? 
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Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Dear editor,
In your April, 10, 2012 edition of the Sun 

Star Police Blotter, you spoke about a horse 
who had his bike stolen. I would like you to 
know that that horse was no horse at all…
but a real life human. Normally, I would not 
comment on your horrible transgressions 
against the horse kind, but since I happen 
to be privy to the fact that this gentlemen 
happens to have a really long “horse-esq” 
face and was teased greatly for it as a child, 
I must call you out of your horrible inac-
curacies. You see equestrians, or horses to 
the lay person, are quite different from hu-
mans. The horse (Equus ferus caballus) is a 
single-hooved ungulated quadruped that 

is similar to minotaurs, centaurs, zebras, 
and unicorns. Humans, or people to the lay 
person, are eukaryotic bipedal mammals 
that create symbiotic societies and feed 
primarily off the flesh of other animals. Hu-
mans are unique from horses because they 
possess sapience and are able to build dev-
astating robots that possess no conscience 
and can destroy all creatures. I suggests next 
time you do your research before calling a 
human a horse.

Love Seth

Best Letter to the Editor Ever

Ankle

Q:  I slipped on the ice earlier today 

and hurt my ankle.  What should I do?

A:  You can call us to set up a time 

to be seen at the health center so we can 

evaluate your ankle to determine if you 

sprained it or sustained a more serious 

injury such as a fracture which can be de-

termined by an x ray.

Q: But I don’t really have the money 

for an x-ray.

A:  Depending on how and where you 

sustained the injury is often dependent 

on whether or not an x ray is advisable.  

We typically order x-rays if there is bone 

tenderness toward the back of the ankle 

bone and  inability to bear weight on the 

foot immediately after the fall. 

Q:  Well 

I don’t have 

pain near ei-

ther of the 

ankle bones 

but more on 

the outside part of my foot.  There is some 

swelling and a small black and blue area 

on the side of my foot too.  I can walk on it 

with just a little bit of pain.

A:  It sounds like you may have a 

sprain.  Early treatment for the first 48 

hours includes PRICE therapy (Protec-

tion, Rest, Ice, Compression, and Eleva-

tion.  If the pain and swelling are resolving 

you can begin gentle exercises such as the 

Toe Alphabet in which the entire foot and 

ankle trace letters of the alphabet in the 

air.  For pain you can take a nonsteroidal 

anti-inflammatory agent such as ibu-

profen 400mg every 4-6 hours, with food 

or milk, as needed.

Julie Rowland
Special to The Sun Star

During spring break, a week usually 

filled with fun times and vacations, interna-

tional student Uyanga “Angie” Mendbayer 

was in a car crash with several other stu-

dents.  While most of the group had minimal 

injuries, Uy-

anga’s injuries 

were more se-

vere.  She was 

flown to An-

chorage and 

was in an in-

duced coma for several days and in critical 

care for over a week.  Among her injuries, 

she has a skull fracture and broken bones in 

her face.

Uyanga is 

from Mongolia 

studying geolog-

ical engineering 

with a minor in 

math.  She’s a 

junior who came 

to UAF right 

after graduating 

from high school 

in Mongolia.  

During high 

school, Uyanga 

won awards 

during math 

competitions.  

She came to here 

through a sister 

city agreement 

with her home 

town of Erdenet.  

She also received 

a scholarship to 

UAF.

This past year, she worked as a paper 

grader and in the math lab as a tutor.  She 

speaks three languages: Mongolian, Turkish 

and English.  In her spare time, Uyanga 

enjoys singing karaoke, swimming and 

dancing.

This summer, Uyanga’s plans included 

working as an intern at Fort Knox.  She had 

an interview the day before her accident.

Now, Uyanga is recovering.  She is no 

longer in a coma and is out of critical care.  

The recovery process, however, will be long 

and costly.  She is still in the hospital and 

will remain there for a while longer, exactly 

how long is uncertain.  Uyanga will need 

surgery on her face to repair the damage.

Uyanga has many friends on campus 

and her friends have rallied around her 

in this time of need.  A fundraiser is being 

organized to 

raise money 

for Uyanga’s 

medical bills.  

International 

students from 

India are 

cooking genuine Indian cuisine for the fun-

draiser which will be held on April 20, from 

12 - 3 p.m. on the main level of the Wood 

Center.  A $10 donation is requested for the 

food.  There is 

also a bank ac-

count set up for 

donations toward 

Uyanga’s bills.

Uyanga’s 

friends would like 

to invite anyone 

who would like 

to come to at-

tend the fun-

draiser.  It’s a 

chance to sup-

port a wonderful 

young woman 

and enjoy some 

amazing Indian 

food.

For more in-

formation about 

the fundraiser, 

contact Debbie 

Paine at 907-388-

9566.  For more 

information about donating, like “Help 

Uyanga’s Recovery” on Facebook or e-mail 

uyanga_fund@yahoo.com.

One of our own
Friends set up fundraiser for student injured 
in car accident

UAF students are gathering to fundraise for the international 
exchange student who was injured in the recent car accident. Photo 
provided by Julia Rowland.
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