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The ASUAF Recap for Feb. 28, 2012 misstated that Robert Kinnard III made two mo-

tions to remove Michael Golub and Timothy Grediagin from the senate due to exces-

sive absences. However, Kinnard III made one motion to remove Golub and Fred Brown 

made the motion to remove Grediagin from the senate.

Lock-ness Monster
Someone reported that a wallet was miss-

ing from an SRC locker on March 13.

Escapades
UAF police tried to stop a speeding driver 

at the Geist and Johansen intersection, 

but the driver would not stop. Alaska State 

Troopers and the Fairbanks Police Depart-

ment responded on March 14. The driver 

stopped on McGrath Road and ran into a 

residence. Police identified the driver. 

Three Unkind Mice
A caller reported three men, possibly 

drunk, on the eighth floor of the Gruening 

Building March 14. The caller heard yell-

ing and the men fled the area. The caller 

reported that prescription bottles and a 

Nikon camera with the case went missing.

Wrong Taxi
Police responded to a report of a man 

trying to get into a vehicle with the caller’s 

daughter at the Patty Gym on March 16. 

UAFPD contacted and banned him from all 

UAF. He was transported to the Fairbanks 

Correctional Center for protective custody.

Do Not Pass Go
A Fort Wainwright woman, 28, was stopped 

for speeding by the UAF Harper Building. 

After she refused to submit to a preliminary 

breath test, police found that she was driv-

ing under the influence. Police arrested and 

transported her to the Fairbanks Correc-

tional Center where she was charged for all 

three violations on March 17.

Juana Car
UAFPD stopped a 21-year-old man from 

North Pole on Fairbanks street and his 

vehicle had a strong marijuana odor. He 

refused to exit the vehicle and was arrested 

for disorderly conduct. His vehicle was im-

pounded for a pending search warrant and 

police transported him to the Fairbanks 

Correctional Center.

Downfall
The university fire department transported 

a person to the Fairbanks Memorial Hospi-

tal after a fall down the Rasmuson Library 

stairs on March 18.

“Young Fangs” bass guitarist and singer Joshua 
LaBuda, 22, performs Kings of Leon songs at The Great 
Cover-Up on March 25, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/
Sun Star
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Last se-

mester I was 

told that I 

try to make 

ASUAF look 

bad. I have 

no interest 

in making 

ASUAF look 

bad. Hon-

estly, ASUAF 

makes itself look bad.

Don’t get me wrong, there are some 

people in ASUAF who try hard. Robert Kin-

nard III is a great example of a senator who 

works hard to do the right thing. I urge more 

senators follow his lead.

He has repeatedly brought up the issue 

of senator accountability at senate meet-

ings.

“A lot of students feel like we pick and 

choose what bylaws we follow,” Kinnard 

said.

Recently there has been a series of re-

movals from the ASUAF senate due to ex-

cessive absences. However, the attendance 

policy is not evenly applied. Some sena-

tors are removed and others remain in the 

senate after motions to remove them do not 

receive enough votes.

During the Feb. 26 meeting, Michael 

Golub and Timothy Grediagin were put up 

for removal for accumulating too many ab-

sences. Neither senator was removed.

Some senators were upset at the result 

of the meeting, ASUAF President Mari Fre-

itag said.

“They felt like it’s more important to 

be accountable and follow our own bylaws 

than to keep people on the senate to give 

them another chance,” she said.

During the March 4 meeting, Grediagin 

and Golub were again put up for removal 

for excessive absences. This time Gre-

diagin was removed by a vote of 8-4-2 and 

Golub was not. In the same meeting Sophia 

Grzeskowiak-Amezquita and McKinley 

Zakurdaew were also put up for removal 

for absences. Grzeskowiak-Amezquita was 

removed by a vote of 7-0-4, but Zakurdaew 

was not. Will Collingwood resigned because 

of excessive absences.

Senators are automatically removable 

after accumulating three unexcused ab-

sences, six excused absences or a combina-

tion of unexcused and excused absences. 

“You can’t take into account any sort 

of integrity or character or anything like 

that,” Frietag said. “It has to be purely based 

on absences, which some senators have 

trouble with.”

Senators are expected to serve on at 

least one committee, attend weekly senate 

meetings and hold two office hours each 

week. It’s a commitment of approximately 

five hours. Realistically, that’s not a high bar.

Here’s the thing, integrity or character 

isn’t supposed to be taken into account. 

But clearly per-

sonal feelings 

are coming 

into play, be-

cause sena-

tors are not 

being removed 

after having 

too many ab-

sences.

For those 

senators voting 

against re-

moval, I want 

you to keep 

something in 

mind. When someone makes a commit-

ment, swearing an oath to do something, 

and then doesn’t bother to show up, that 

says a lot about that person’s character and 

integrity.

The absences are a big part of the image 

problems plaguing the student government. 

ASUAF has a public relations problem. Sen-

ators breaking bylaws and not facing conse-

quences are only going to make it worse.

A number of senators are pursuing a re-

duction in senate size. This solution would 

increase competition for senate seats and 

result in more proactive senators. Kinnard 

supports the effort. The size should be de-

creased temporarily and raised later when 

there is better participation, he said.

“This would also reduce the number of 

seats filled by presidential appointment,” 

ASUAF Vice President Dillon Ball said. “I 

am strongly of the opinion that officials 

should be selected by the voters, and not the 

president whenever possible.” The measure 

would also increase ASUAF’s accountability 

to voters, Ball said.

Freitag disagrees with the solution. Fre-

itag said there are better ways to solve the 

problem.

“Reducing it that much will allow for 

competition, which is always good,” Freitag 

said. “But I’d rather not sacrifice diversity for 

competition over seats.”

Kinnard and Freitag agree that there 

should be some form of incentive for sena-

tors. The incentive could be monetary, such 

as a service award. The award would be con-

tingent on attendance and service.

However, I strongly urge ASUAF not 

to vote for 

any monetary 

awards solely 

for itself. If 

ASUAF is going 

to create ser-

vice awards, 

it needs to ex-

tend beyond 

ASUAF to other 

volunteer or-

ganizations 

on campus. To 

do otherwise 

is self-serving. 

ASUAF would 

be approving the expenditure of student 

fees for senators.

You know that moment of disgust when 

you hear about state and national represen-

tatives voting for their own pay raise? This is 

the same concept. If ASUAF is going to move 

ahead with this plan, they need to do it right. 

At least put a question on the spring ballot 

about the issue and let students add their 

voice to this idea.

Personally, I don’t object to the idea 

of service awards. I think it’s important to 

recognize people for service and hard work. 

What I do have a problem with is the idea 

that money can solve problems created by 

a system where the rules aren’t followed to 

begin with.

Just like in journalism, if you’re in 

public service for the money and the recog-

nition, you’re in the wrong field.

“A lot of senators are like ‘we’re just 

volunteers, so if we’re making it to some of 

the meetings then that’s good enough.’ But 

that’s not good enough,” Kinnard said. “Be-

cause when we took an oath, we’re saying 

we have the time for this commitment, that 

we’re going to do it and serve the students to 

the best of our ability.”

“If we’re not taking it seriously, we’re 

violating our oath,” Kinnard said.

A recurring question that is being asked  

both in and outside of ASUAF is whether 

the group should have an advisor. Last year 

the senate dismissed attempts to create an 

advisor position. The topic is still strongly 

opposed.

An advisor is exactly the type of assis-

tance ASUAF needs. Every single student 

on campus is required to have an advisor. A 

student club cannot be created without an 

advisor.

ASUAF manages more than half a mil-

lion dollars each year and they don’t have 

an advisor. If ASUAF wants to increase their 

accountability with students, they need to 

get an official advisor. Arguments against 

having someone tell them what to do are 

baseless considering ASUAF can outline the 

duties and powers of the position.

The Sun Star has an advisor and that 

fact has never stopped an editor from pub-

lishing whatever he or she wanted. Our 

advisor is one of our biggest assets, because 

like ASUAF, our staff is a transient one. There 

needs to be someone with institutional 

knowledge helping the senators.

There are seven weeks of school left and 

an election coming up, ASUAF. Be the stu-

dent government that we know you can be 

and need you to be. Get an advisor, remove 

the senators who don’t bother to show up, 

and publish meeting minutes in a timely 

and readable manner.

For a chart of how senators voted and a 

tally of absences, go to www.uafsunstar.com

Editorial

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief

There’s still time to get it right
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News

Politics

Andrew Sheeler
Sun Star Reporter

A student who was expelled from the 

ASUAF senate for excessive absences is now 

facing a more serious charge: forgery.

Timothy Grediagin, 27, was arraigned 

the morning of Friday, March 9, on one 

count of forgery in the second degree, a 

class C felony. If convicted, Grediagin could 

serve up to five years in prison. Grediagin 

is a senior at UAF pursuing a double major 

in computer science and mathematics, ac-

cording to his Facebook profile.

UAF police pulled Grediagin over for 

speeding  on the evening of Nov. 2, ac-

cording to charging documents. Grediagin 

could not provide an officer with an insur-

ance card when asked. He told the officer 

his car, a 1995 Mazda four-door sedan, was 

insured. The officer issued Grediagin a cita-

tion for failure to carry proof of insurance. 

The officer told Grediagin to bring proof to 

the UAF police station no later than Nov. 18.

Around 4:30 p.m. on Nov. 18, Grediagin 

arrived at the police station to ask questions 

about his citation. An officer told him he 

had until midnight to bring proof of insur-

ance. Grediagin returned at 5:15 p.m. with 

an insurance card for two unrelated ve-

hicles. Grediagin requested and received a 

copy of the vehicle information recorded by 

the officer who pulled him over.

An officer observed Grediagin write 

down “1995 Mazda.” He also copied down 

a Vehicle Identification Number from a pro-

vided computer printout.

Grediagin returned again at 9:48 p.m. 

and provided an insurance card to the of-

ficer on duty. The card reportedly showed 

Grediagin to be covered from May 13, 2011 

to November 13, 2011. The card also showed 

a 16-digit VIN, which got the attention of the 

police. Most modern vehicles have a 17-digit 

VIN. The number on the card was identical 

to the one Grediagin had reportedly copied 

from the police printout.

UAF police printouts omit the last digit 

of a VIN. Police believed Grediagin gave 

them a forged insurance card.

An officer called the insurance provider 

listed on the card and learned Grediagin 

had called them on Nov. 18 to begin a policy 

that became effective Nov. 19.

Grediagin has received five parking ci-

tations at UAF in the last three years. All five 

citations were issued for the ‘95 Mazda Gre-

diagin was driving on Nov. 2.

After his arraignment, Grediagin was 

released. He has been ordered not to drive 

without a current license, registration and 

insurance.

Grediagin was removed from the senate 

at the ASUAF March 4 meeting for excessive 

absences.

Grediagin did not respond to a request 

for comment.

ASUAF President Mari Freitag wrote in 

an email,  “ASUAF does have rules that can 

lead to an elected official’s impeachment, 

including malfeasance or misfeasance.  

Those would have been applicable to Tim 

Grediagin had he still been a senator when 

we learned of his charges, and I expect 

he would have faced consequences from 

ASUAF if that were the case.”

UAF senior charged with felony forgery

Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Reporter

Senators present
Holt, Netardus, Golub, O’Connor, 

Chambers, Zakurdaew, Burns-Shafer, 

Cervin, Brown, Schurz and Burley

Senators absent
Hopkins, Chamberlain, Young and Kin-

nard III

Officers in attendance
Freitag and Ball

Directors in attendance
Banks

Appointments
Fred Brown and McKinley Zakurdaew 

were nominated to be a part of the KSUA 

Media Board. The appointments were sent 

to the university relations committee. The 

senate confirmed Robert Kinnard III’s ap-

pointment as Student Commencement 

Speaker.

Ads for ASUAF
“SB 178-011 Ads” would allocate $350 

from the Sun Star ad-buy budget line to 

be spent by the chair of the elections com-

mittee. The bill would allocate at least $100 

for ad space for the Spring 2012 senate elec-

tion. Brown motioned to expedite the bill. 

The legislation was passed by a vote of 8-1-1. 

Johnathon Schurz abstained and Blake 

Burley voted against the legislation. Jennifer 

Chambers sponsored the bill. 

Student Travel
“SB 178-012 Student Travel Funding” 

would amend the restrictions on the Stu-

dent Travel Funds to include Alternative 

Spring Break, so that the Alternative Break 

would be able to apply for funds through the 

student travel budget.  Chambers sponsored 

the bill, which was sent to the internal affairs 

committee.

Budget is important
“SB 178-013 ASUAF Budget” focuses on 

the budget for the fiscal year of 2012-2013. 

The proposed budget was sent to the execu-

tive committee.

Better Elections
“SB 178-006 Increase Contested Elec-

tions” would reduce the number of avail-

able Senate seats. This would help create 

more competitive elections. The legislation 

would limit the number of senators in each 

general election to seven senators. This 

would create a senate with 14 senators total. 

Holt, Nathanael O’Connor, Brown, Kinnard 

and Chambers sponsored the legislation. 

The bill was sent to the student affairs com-

mittee.

Even senators are held ac-
countable

Senator attendance has become an 

issue in ASUAF’s weekly meetings. “SB 178-

009 Senator Accountability” would give 

each senator a $1 stipend that would help 

them take their responsibility seriously. 

Kinnard sponsored the bill. Senators could 

not pass or fail the legislation because it 

would be a conflict of interest. Jesse Cervin 

made a motion to table the bill until the first 

Sunday of December, 2024. The motion was 

seconded by Burley. The legislation died at 

the end of the Senate meeting.

Improving minutes
“SR 176-001 Improving Senate Min-

utes” would provide a clearer picture of the 

discussion during ASUAF  meetings. The 

improved minutes would include roll call, 

votes, major motions, committee reports, 

and guests’ and students’ remarks. The clerk 

would write the minutes, which the senate 

would approve. Schurz sponsored the legis-

lation. The legislation did not pass by a vote 

of 1-0-8. Schurz voted for the legislation.

ASUAF recap - March 25, 2012
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Mary Gower

My high school English teacher’s nick-

name was “Mrs. Mac.”  Scottish, red hair and 

a petite powerhouse – you didn’t mess with 

Mrs. Mac.  She was the hardest teacher I ever 

had.  You knew that she demanded hard 

work, and Mrs. Mac set the expectation that 

you would succeed.   That simple philosophy 

made all the difference in the world.

Now, let’s focus on you. With spring in 

the air, you made it through another Alaska 

winter and are on a roll to finish out this se-

mester in May.  Good job!

What are you going to take this summer, 

or next fall?  Summer courses are online 

for registration now, and you can check 

out what courses are available for fall ’12 at 

UAOnline.  As you look through the options, 

challenge yourself.  Believe that you can do 

it.  We do.

It takes at least 15 credits a semester to 

complete an associate degree in two years, 

or a bachelor’s degree in four years.  Can you 

take 15 credits a semester?  Some students 

have tough life challenges or other situa-

tions that prevent this option.  Can you add 

three more credits next fall?  Or three over 

summer?  Each additional three-credit class 

you take per year raises your probability by 

eight percent of graduating from UA with a 

bachelor’s degree in six years.

Have you heard about the Stay on 

TRACK campaign?  It’s an informational 

campaign that encourages students to take 

steps to reach their educational goals with as 

little debt and time as possible.

The university encourages you to 

choose your courses wisely, to make every 

credit count.  Personally, I would like to see 

you take the shortest path between freshman 

year and your walk across the graduation 

stage.  Take great classes, enjoy the experi-

ence, but keep your eye on the goal.  I speak 

from experience – while working to pay my 

way through college, I took full credit loads 

and enrolled in summer sessions to earn 

my bachelor’s degree from UAF in 3.5 years 

and my master’s degree the following May.  

Research shows the longer a student takes to 

get through college, the less likely they are to 

earn a degree.

If you’re part-time, seeking an associate 

degree or taking a developmental course, 

the basic elements of the campaign still 

apply. They are:

1.)  Take more credits—or at least con-

sider the possibility.  Challenge yourself, but 

within reason.

2.) Register early.  Closed courses ruin 

the best laid plans--don’t get caught in that 

trap.

3.)  Ask an academic advisor.  Advisors 

are here for a reason – use them.  Use De-

greeWorks.

4.) Choose a major early, and stick with 

it. Recognize that switching majors will 

likely add time to your college path, as well 

as money or debt.

5.) Keep up the grades.  Attend class. 

Take good notes, and practice good study 

habits.

The campaign’s initial focus is on stu-

dents pursuing a baccalaureate degree.  We 

had to pick a starting point, and that seemed 

logical.  We know that 25 percent of UA stu-

dents enroll in 12-14 credits a semester. By 

just taking one extra class, these students 

increase their likelihood of graduation tre-

mendously.

You’re hearing our message. Statistics 

show spring 2012 enrollment spiked 9.8 

percent overall in students enrolling in 15 or 

more credits.  By fall 2012, the university will 

expand the campaign to include  associate 

degree seeking students.  Most importantly, 

UA President Pat Gamble is exploring finan-

cial and/or tuition incentives to encourage 

timely graduation.

In developing Stay on TRACK, we 

looked to the national college completion 

movement by states and universities, and 

are working with the Governor’s office to 

explore Alaska joining the 33 states already 

in the Complete College America initiative.

We need to hear from you.  Please an-

swer a short student survey or faculty/staff 

survey.  Also, check out the Stay on TRACK 

website at www.alaska.edu/stayontrack.  

If you have any questions, please contact 

me at msgower@alaska.edu or call me at 

907/450-8145.

Mary Gower is the System Director of 

Enrollment Services and chair of the multi-

campus Stay on TRACK planning committee.  

Gower is a UAF alumna, ‘94 BBA, ‘95 MBA, 

and taught for six years as a UAF adjunct fac-

ulty member.

Take control of your college career – Stay on TRACK!

Mary Gower
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A UAF student narrowly dodged an ar-

rest warrant after posting bail for a misde-

meanor he allegedly committed last month.

Corey Boiko, 19, was arraigned Friday, 

March 9, on one count of criminal mischief 

in the fourth degree, a misdemeanor.

Boiko is 

accused of 

vandalizing 

the Gruening 

Building early 

in the morning 

on Saturday Feb. 25.

Around 4:17 a.m., UAF police caught 

Boiko and an unnamed friend when re-

sponding to reports of a vandalism in prog-

ress, according to charging documents. 

When the officer approached them, Boiko 

and the other man reportedly fled the scene. 

Police caught Boiko’s friend, who told the 

officer that Boiko was the other vandal, ac-

cording to charging documents.

When the officer contacted Boiko, the 

student reportedly still had paint on his arm 

and fingers that matched the colors used to 

deface the Gruening Building.

The officer cited Boiko and ordered him 

to appear in court on March 9. On the day 

of the arraignment, Boiko was not present 

in the courtroom and there was some con-

fusion about whether he was in custody or 

not. The mag-

istrate said she 

would issue 

a warrant for 

Boiko’s arrest 

if she had to. A 

court clerk discovered Boiko posted a $250 

bail bond and the judge moved on to the 

next case.

Boiko is a psychology freshman and 

works for the student government as web 

director. He is responsible for maintaining 

the ASUAF website. In addition, Boiko sits 

on the UAF Concert Board.

Annie Williamson, executive officer 

for ASUAF, said Boiko notified her of the 

charges less than a week after the incident 

occurred.

In an email, Williamson wrote that “the 

crime does not directly affect Mr. Boiko’s 

duties as ASUAF’s web director, and his job 

performance is good, we would like him to 

continue to work for ASUAF.”

Boiko said in a Facebook message that 

he could not comment on the details of the 

case. He also said the charge wouldn’t inter-

fere with his schoolwork.

“I continue to strive in all my studies, 

and will never stop working hard at school. 

I’m the kid in class that people joke about 

cheating off of on a quiz,” Boiko wrote.

Criminal mischief managed
Student busted for Gruening vandalism
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Kyle Evans
 Sun Star Contributor

The Alaska Nanooks Women’s Hockey 

Club came up short in the National Cham-

pionship game, losing to Wisconsin-Stout 

University Blue Devils 5-2 over the weekend 

of March 10-12.

Alaska advanced to the American Colle-

giate Hockey Association Women’s Division 

2 National Hockey Championships as one of 

six teams. The teams were divided into two 

pools. The teams in pool A were the Univer-

sity of Delaware, Rainy River Community 

College from International Falls, Minn., 

and Alaska. Pool B had the University of 

Wisconsin-Stout, Slippery Rock University, 

and California University of Pennsylvania. 

The top two teams in each pool advanced to 

the semi-finals, with the winner advancing 

to the finals.

Having 10 players and a goalie, the Na-

nooks fell behind early in the first period 

when Wisconsin forward Kasey Bloomberg 

skated passed the Alaska defensemen and 

shot the puck on the goalie. Before the pe-

riod was up, Nanook forward Sarah-Belle 

Srebernak passed the puck to defenseman 

Lauren Bradley who shot the puck from the 

point to the back of the net. The second pe-

riod proved disastrous for the Nanooks as 

the Blue Devils scored three unanswered 

goals.

“We had a tough second period and 

they took advantage,” club head coach Scott 

Vockeroth said.  Alaska would pull within 

two points  in the third period when Nanook 

forward Rackell Kowalchuk scored with an 

assist going to forward Shawna Jusczak. 

Wisconsin-Stout finished the scoring with 

Bloomberg completing her hat trick ending 

the game at 5-2, favoring the Blue Devils. 

“To get so far, and be so close to the ultimate 

goal only to come up a little short is devas-

tating,” Vockeroth wrote on the Alaska Na-

nook Women’s hockey web page.

The Nanooks Women’s hockey team 

entered the Division 2 playoffs in Wooster, 

Ohio, ranked third in the western confer-

ence with a 6-1-0-1 record. Alaska brought 

11 players and a goalie to the tournament. 

Before the tournament began, Nanook de-

fenseman and captain Kayla Fulk found out 

she had a broken foot, ruling her out for at 

least the first game of the tournament.

Alaska fell 2-0 to the University of Dela-

ware Blue Hens during the weekend. The 

eastern conference champion Blue Hens 

finished the regular season with an unde-

feated record of 12-0-1. The game opened 

with a defensive battle that saw few shots 

on goal in the first period. Delaware got 

the first goal when forward Katherine Horn 

passed the puck to forward Jamie Moelis, 

who slipped the puck by the Nanook goalie 

Katrina Lydon in the second period. The 

Hens scored again six minutes later as de-

fenseman Mari O’Leary shot the puck from 

the point, which shot past the screened 

goaltender and into the back of the net.

In the third period the Nanooks tried 

to get back in the game with a five-on-three 

power play for a minute and 14 seconds 

halfway through the third, but were unable 

to capitalize despite out shooting the Hens 

18-4 in the third period. “We had excellent 

puck movement, just couldn’t put the puck 

in the net,” Vockeroth said. Alaska outshot 

the Blue Hens almost 3-1 in the game. Dela-

ware goaltender Brie Scolaro stopped all 30 

Nanook shots. “She played well,” Vockeroth 

said. The injury to Fulk caused some shifting 

of positions that saw forward Linda Evans 

move to defense.

In their second game of the night, the 

Nanooks faced off against the Voyageurs of 

Rainy River Community College. The Voya-

geurs were the defending national cham-

pions and had won the national title three of 

the last four years. Rainy River finished the 

regular season with a 9-1-3-1 record. The 

Nanooks split with Rainy River earlier in the 

regular season losing the first game 2-1 in 

overtime and winning 1-0 the second night. 

Kayla Fulk suited up and played for the Na-

nooks despite the broken foot. “It felt better 

than I expected, but got worse as the game 

went on,” Fulk said. The team earned a 3-0 

win over the Voyageurs.

“Kayla was an inspiration to us,”Alaska 

goalie Katrina Lydon said. Shawna Jus-

czak gave the Nanooks the lead with an 

assist from forward Nicole Farnham in the 

second period. The assist would be one of 

Farnham’s last contributions to the team as 

she left the game with a concussion. Alaska 

extended the lead when Rackell Kowalchuk 

added a power-play goal with an assist to 

defenseman Brita Irving. Linda Evans, who 

would move back to forward due to the in-

jury to Farnham, put the game away with 

an empty net goal to ensure the Nanooks 

3-0 win. Katrina Lydon stopped all 23 Voya-

geurs shots en route to the shutout. “I saw 

the puck pretty well,” Lydon said.

Kowalchuk’s four goals lifted the Na-

nooks to a 5-1 semi-final victory over the No. 

2 seed in pool B Slippery Rock University.  

Linda Evans also scored for the Nanooks. 

Wisconsin-Stout, which beat Delaware 4-0 

in the second semi-final game, also ad-

vances to the finals.

Women’s hockey has the blues
Club comes up short in nationals against the Blue Devils, Blue Hens

The Alaska Nanook Women’s Hockey Club fights for the puck. Image courtesy of Matt Benson

The Alaska Nanook Women’s Hockey Club fights for the puck. Image courtesy of Matt Benson.
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Logan Rahlfs 
Sun Star Reporter

C.L. Lindsey — lawyer, writer, activist 

and students-rights champion — will speak 

about student rights and accountability in 

an increasingly public world.

“I’m sort of an expert in how kids get 

in trouble, so I’m going to cover a lot of the 

ways people get in trouble, online including 

downloading music, sexting, Facebook, pla-

giarism, and things like that,” Lindsey said in 

a phone interview. He promised the lecture 

to be funny and entertaining.  “I will teach 

how to stay out of trouble, how not to not get 

a job, particularly a whole lot of practices 

that can be put into place about how not to 

be stupid online,” he said.

Lindsey, an attorney in New York City, 

left his practice to start the Coalition for 

Student and Academic Rights (CO-STAR) in 

1998. He has since been touring the country 

speaking at lectures, giving advice. Lindsay 

also teaches courses in law and literature at 

the University of Pennsylvania.

Lindsey is known for authoring “The 

College Student’s Guide to the Law,” re-

leased in 2005. He was named the “Campus 

Activities Readers Choice Award” Best 

Speaker runner-up in 2009 and 2010.

Also voted America’s Best Campus 

Artist 2010 runner-up, “C.L.’s lecture, Al-

cohol, Parties, & the Law” won 2011 Best 

Educational Program by the National Resi-

dence Hall Honorary at Christopher New-

port University.

“I have all sorts of pictures of kids from 

the last couple of years that have put stupid 

stuff up on Facebook – kids smoking bongs 

and all that horrible stuff,” Lindsey said. 

“The number one way kids are getting into 

trouble today is through the internet. I see 

thousands of cases each year because of the 

dumb stuff kids are posting online.”

The lecture will begin at 7 p.m. March 

27 in the UAF Wood Center Ballroom. The 

talk is free of charge and open to the public.

A photo of C.L. Lindsey courtesy of www.co-star.org.

15 minutes of shame
Student rights expert to talk on the dangers of social media
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Amelia Cooper
Sun Star Reporter

David Ives’s “All in the Timing,” directed 

by Stephan Golux, is a beautifully abstracted 

intellectual playground.

“All in the Timing” consists of six one-act 

plays, each with its own insight to meaning. 

“All in the Timing” is  playful, making use of 

wordplay and philosophical references that 

flirt with the search for greater meaning.

A girl in blue read alone in a “De Stijl” 

bistro as the audience trickled in on Friday 

night. They found their seats on either side 

of the stage, which was built on top of the 

Salisbury Theater’s main stage. Golux de-

scribed the arrangement as a tennis court, 

or alley-style stage. It forces the audience 

to be aware of their counterparts watching 

the play, which provides a slightly surreal 

experience. Surprisingly, this configuration 

wasn’t distracting at all.

Staging is minimal, but not minimalist. 

Everything seems to spout from a unifying 

fountain of neoplasticism, an artistic move-

ment of the 1920s that reduced art to its 

fundamentals. The play is set in what is es-

sentially a three-dimensional Mondrian 

painting: overlapping, black, metal-frame 

rectangles hang at deliberate angles, lights 

shine straight down in red, blue and yellow 

squares, and costumes share the same sim-

plicity and primary pallet.

The first play in the six-show collec-

tion was called “Sure Thing” and featured 

Stephanie Sandberg and Tyler McClendon. 

The play chronicles dozens of ways that two 

people could meet to emphasize that every-

thing must fall into perfectly into place for 

them to hit it off. The pace dragged a little 

bit, but “Sure Thing” held on to its charm.

“Words, Words, Words,” a room full of 

philosopher apes—Milton (Chris Mertes), 

Swift (Marley Horner), and Kafka (Tiana 

Hanson)—follows “Sure Thing.” Each chimp 

parodies the philosophies of their counter-

part as they attempt to type Shakespeare for 

“the man.” The actors make great use of their 

set in this piece, climbing and swinging 

from their cage.

“All in the Timing” has a cast of nine, 

which means that many of the actors play 

multiple roles. This is typical of produc-

tions of “All in the Timing.” It adds another 

dimension to the abstraction, by associating 

behaviors of characters with one another.

Andrew Cassel, who is graduating this 

semester with a bachelor’s degree in the-

ater, delivers an impressive performance 

all around. His first appearance is as Don, 

a failed con man, in “The Universal Lan-

guage.” Seasoned Cassel acts alongside 

Heather Warren, a UAF English graduate 

who is acting on the main stage for the first 

time. The duo are a delight to watch—their 

acting styles merge in a very organic way. 

Chioke Buckley is also in this piece, if only 

for a moment. Buckley is an emergency 

manager at Eielson Air Force Base, and this 

is his second main stage production.

These three actors return in their re-

spective colors later as Al (Cassel), Mark 

(Buckley), and Waitress (Warren) in “The 

Philadelphia,” a play about existing, or not, 

in metaphysical representations of cities, 

or not, and the effect of attitude on overall 

quality of life...or not. Al shows Mark how to 

manipulate his Philadelphia from the safety 

of his Los Angeles, until their worlds mix 

and Al has trouble taking his own advice.

Between “The Universal Language” and 

“The Philadelphia” is perhaps the most bi-

zarre of the plays: “Philip Glass Buys a Loaf 

of Bread.” It is a look into how Philip Glass 

(Mertes) views the world, even how he par-

ticipates in day-to-day activities, such as 

buying a loaf of bread. It is a musical almost 

entirely without rhythm. Two unnamed 

women (Hanson and Sandberg) and a baker 

(McClendon) dance around Philip Glass, 

repeating, reducing, and reinventing the 

scene by chanting the lines and removing 

them from context. Mertes plays a dishev-

eled, glassy-eyed Glass, dressed in brown. 

Philip Glass is the only character who wears 

a color other than the three primaries.

The last piece is called “Variations on 

the Death of Trotsky.” It is the year 1940, 

and Trotsky (Horner) is tending to his po-

litical journal. Mrs. Trotsky (Codi Burk) has 

read in an encyclopedia from the current 

year that her husband dies that day from a 

pick axe wound. Trotsky reacts variously to 

the news, often analytically, but ultimately 

dies every time. Variations on the Death of 

Trotsky is similar to “Sure Thing” in form, 

but the mood is much different. It brings the 

show full circle. Trotsky spends the whole 

sequence with a “mountain climber’s axe” 

in his skull, which has been “smashed” there 

by his gardener, Ramon (Mertes).

“All in the Timing” runs 90 minutes 

with no intermission. It will be performed in 

the Salisbury Theatre at 7:30 p.m. March 23, 

24, 30, and 31, and at 2 p.m. April 1.

Golux, a theater professor at the uni-

versity, has been directing for over 20 years. 

This is the fourth play he’s directed for The-

ater UAF. Shakespeare’s “Winter’s Tale” was 

the last show he directed, from which “All in 

the Timing” borrows many cast members. 

He has been asked to direct the show “bo-

brauschenbergamerica” by Chuck Mee in 

Anchorage this summer.

Hanson is also a graduating senior. She 

was recently selected by the theater faculty 

to be Theater Student of the Year, and she is 

directing “Famous For Fifteen” through the 

Student Drama Association in April.

‘All in the Timing’ brings laughter and philosophy to the stage

In Theater UAF’s production of “All in the Timing”, Christopher Mertes (left) and Marley Horner (middle) act out a 
scene with typewriters. Photo provided by Kade Mendelowitz. 

In Theater UAF’s production of “All in the Timing”, written by David Ives and directed by Stephan Golux, Christo-
pher Mertes (left), Marley Horner (middle) and Tiana Hanson (right) climb on the set and recite their lines to each 
other in the Salisbury Theater at UAF. Photo provided by Kade Mendelowitz.
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The Great Cover up is the only event at 

UAF where folkies play rap songs and local 

musicians strip to their underwear for the 

crowd.

“The Great Cover Up is one big secret, 

and a lot of rumor spreading,” UAF Concert 

Board advisor Cody Rogers said. On Sat-

urday, March 24, the decade-long tradition 

continued in the Wood Center Ballroom 

with eight bands, twenty-minute sets, and a 

screaming audience of UAF students.

The concert board does not hold au-

ditions to determine their lineup, instead 

accepting bands on a first come, first serve 

basis. The roster has been filled for the last 

month.

The line-up is unknown even to the 

organizers. On Saturday, three bands were 

no-shows, and at the last minute band 

members from Not Enough Flannel came 

through with a seven-minute Ludacris set 

with vocalist Meghan Packee rapping over 

Eli Barry-Garland’s acoustic guitar. The folk 

duo dedicated the song “What’s Your Fan-

tasy” to Great Coverup student organizer 

Rosemarie Paz, while the crowed clapped 

and sang along.

The big name on everyone’s lips Sat-

urday night was Shark Week, made up of Eli 

Barry-Garland, Jack Bennet, Chandra File, 

Matt Harris, Luke Nielsen, Meghan Packee 

and Jacob Teague.

“We’re known as cool kids. There’s a 

reason I’m wearing shorts in the winter,” 

Shark Week frontwoman Meghan Packee  

said backstage as her band mates talked 

about other bands they wished they could 

have covered. Somehow a chorus of “S.O.S.” 

by ABBA broke out and Shark Week sang the 

Swedish pop sensation in full falsetto.  “One 

of these days we’ll just get drunk and learn 

an entire ABBA set,” Packee said.

Shark Week opened with “Beer Gog-

gles” by nineties pop-rock band Smash 

Mouth and continued to play favorites, 

including “Can’t Get Enough of You Baby” 

and “Walking on the Sun.” When the band 

played “All Star” the audience erupted in 

cheers and the entire audience sang along. 

After the band finished the song, audience 

members shouted, “Play it again!” and 

“How will you top that?” Shark Week played 

on with  the Monkees hit and Smash Mouth 

cover ‘I’m a Believer.”

In addition to Shark Week’s Smash 

Mouth covers, The Big Bang Attack did a 

shirtless Red Hot Chilli Peppers set. Vocalist 

Sam McKeirnan stripped down to his boxers 

during the song “Tell Me Baby.”  Great Cover 

Up favorite the Young Fangs brought back 

last year’s Kings of Leon set.

The Great Cover Up started in 2000 at 

the Wood Center Pub as a fundraiser for 

the Fairbanks Literacy Council, giving local 

bands an opportunity to emulate their fa-

vorite musical acts. Since 2007, the Concert 

Board has been able to accommodate all 

audiences by hosting a 21-and-over event at 

the Pub and an all-ages show at the Wood 

Center Ballroom. This year’s proceeds from 

the Wood Center event will go to the local 

non-profit Circle K International to fund the 

March of Dimes walk. The Great Cover Up 

will continue at the Pub on Saturday, March 

31, at 8 p.m. with thirteen bands and even 

more new covers. And rumor has it Strokes 

will be there.

Shark attack
Smash Mouth devours The Great Cover Up

The Great Cover-Up crowd listens to Shark Week’s Smash Mouth performance in the Wood Center Ballroom on March 25, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Arts & Entertainment
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Shark Week singer Meghan Packee, 21, and Eli Barry-Earland, 21-year-old guitarist, bring down the house with 
their Smash Mouth performance at The Great Cover Up on March 25, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

The Great Cover Up crowd dances to Shark Week’s Smash Mouth performance in the Wood Center Ballroom on 
March 25, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Jacob Teague, 19,prepares to play his saxophone during Shark Week’s performance at The Great Cover Up on March 
25, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Arts & Entertainment

Young Fangs Joshua LaBuda, 22-year-old bass guitarist and singer, and drummer Joel Fagree, 22, perform Kings of 
Leon songs at The Great Cover Up on March 25, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star 
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Jeffrey Bushke
Sun Star Contributor

The Daily Beast named Fairbanks, 

Alaska as number one on its list of America’s 

Coldest Cities. Despite this ominous title, 

artists from at least five continents descend 

on Fairbanks during the months of February 

and March for the BP World Ice Art Cham-

pionships.  They bring with them an assort-

ment of hats, gloves, boots, parkas and a 

collection of ice carving tools.

With what is described as the “world’s 

best ice” this Interior Alaska city is a warm 

host to a really cool competition.  The best 

ice carvers from around the globe come to 

compete, share their love of ice carving, and 

dazzle the thousands of visitors that flock to 

witness the amazing art.

Dedication possesses these artists to 

travel great distances to create sculptures 

that rival what the rest of the world consider 

masters.  Michelangelo, Praxilies, and Au-

guste Rodin are well known for their works 

that are considered timeless.  In contrast, 

the sculptors who create masterpieces in 

Fairbanks know the sun’s warming rays will 

claim their work, drip by drip and drop by 

drop, in a few short weeks.  Many of these 

dedicated artists return to compete year 

after year.

“That’s the magic of it, artists coming 

from around the globe for one purpose, 

to create art.  There is no religion, no poli-

tics and no race.  Just artisans,” said Dick 

Brickley, chairman of Ice Alaska.

“The artists come for the crystal-clear 

aqua-blue ice.  The artists pay their own way 

and work 18 hours a day just to make their 

own creation, the love of creating.  They can 

do ice carvings in hours what it would take 

days and weeks to create in other media,” 

Brickley said.

A first timer in the BP World Ice Art 

Championships is Li Yan Liu, manager of 

the Overseas Chinese Ice Sculpture Art 

Decoration Company.  Although she is not 

an artist in the competition she has a vested 

interest in ice carving.  Liu is the manager of 

an ice carving studio in Heilongjiang Prov-

ince, China.  In her position she manages 22 

artists that are contracted worldwide to do 

ice carvings.

Her company is one of the largest in 

the country.  The aim of the company is to 

develop ice sculpture art to a high level.  It 

strives to publicize the Chinese national 

culture and offer the most elegant works in 

the field of ice art sculpture.

Her clients include hotels, resorts, res-

taurants and special event planners.  Cli-

ents can request sculptures that range from 

small single block pieces to grace a table to a 

Cinderella coach complete with four horses.  

Depending on the piece ordered she will 

direct one or more of the artists to travel to 

the site and complete the work to the cus-

tomer’s satisfaction.

Another member of the Chinese del-

egation is Qi Feng An, considered a master 

carver in China.  An has come to Fairbanks 

for the past nine years to compete.  This year 

he and his team received the third place 

honors.

In addition to the competition, An en-

joys the weather, trees and friends he has 

made through the years, he said, speaking 

through an interpreter. One of the overall 

themes is the camaraderie throughout the 

ice carving community.  In addition to ice 

carving, An works with wood carvings and 

sand sculptures.  An’s hometown is Harbin 

in the northernmost province of China.

An competes locally in his home during 

the Harbin Ice and Snow Festival. The fes-

tival is held annually beginning January 5 

and lasts for more than a month.  Harbin, 

often referred to as the “Ice City,” is recog-

nized as the cradle of ice and snow art in 

China.  The Ice Lantern Festival was the 

forerunner of the current festival and is the 

most popular part of the overall event.   Like 

the Fairbanks championships, the Harbin 

festival is also a gathering of international 

artists for ice carving and snow sculptures.

In order to defray some expenses of his 

two month trip to the competition, An sells 

ice chisels made in China. Other carvers 

have talked about the Chinese chisels and 

how uniquely constructed they were for 

working with ice.

An and some of his team were also ex-

cited with their new purchase of the new 

iPad. They were thrilled with the price they 

had to pay at Sam’s Club for their purchase.

Ice carving tools are often adapted from 

other job-specific tools.  An’s favorite tool is 

the chainsaw.  He has no preference on bar 

length; each one has its place in the artist’s 

toolbox.  The American-made die grinders 

are the best, he said.  When making cross-

hatching in a sculpture, the hand chisels 

tend to chip edges. Electric die grinders 

don’t chip the edges, allowing for a cleaner-

looking finished product.

On a late afternoon in March with the 

temperature hovering around zero degrees, 

I spoke with Julio Martinez, whose home-

town is Mexico City. Martinez is in his fourth 

year competing in Fairbanks.

Martinez is a chef by trade.  Carving 

ice is his full time job in his home country.  

Ice carvings and food have always com-

plimented each other and carvings are a 

common sight on buffet tables.  Many chefs 

are skilled in making carvings from ice as 

well as from food.

“I can become the best ice carver 

because there is less competition in my 

country and I want to be the best at what I 

do,” Martinez said.  “There are many great 

chefs in Mexico City, but few great ice 

carvers.” He travels throughout Mexico City 

and is always busy, he said.  His ice carvings 

are desirable for special occasions and com-

mand a premium price.

“Fairbanks is the toughest competition 

because you have a week to work.  Some 

days I work twenty hours and can barely 

lift my arms.  It is also the most dangerous 

because the huge blocks are lifted by equip-

ment which is very hazardous,” Martinez  

said. He has more friends here than in his 

hometown and loves to come here, he said.

There are other ice carving competi-

tions throughout the world, including 

Latvia, Finland, Germany, Italy, Norway, 

China, Japan, the Philippines and Canada.  

The skill set for this type of art is special-

ized and the community of carverswho 

compete at this level is relatively small.  The 

artists uniformly expressed a friendship that 

crossed cultural lines and language barriers.

World Assets Frozen
Ice Art Championships bring carvers from around the world

At the 2012 BP World Ice Art Champtionships, a globe sits between tentacles in an abstract ice carving on March 18, 
2012. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star
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At the 2012 BP World Ice Art Champtionships, orange lights shine through a butterfly carving entered in the single block competition on March 18, 2012. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star.

Late at night on the evening of Sunday, March 18, a eagle perches on top of an ice wave at the 2012 BP World Ice Art 
Championship in Fairbanks, Alaska. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star

The Fairbanks Ice Park is divided in two parts. The area surrounding this sculpture is mainly made up of multiblock 
sculptures such as this body builder, small portion of the entire work on March 10, 2012. Baptiste Haentjens / Sun 
Star 
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Elika Roohi
Special to the Sun Star

The Dead Sea is known for being so 

salty that nothing can survive in it, but the 

community of villages surrounding the 

Dead Sea is far from lifeless.  I went to visit 

the village of Ghor, a part of the Dead Sea 

community, on Friday, March 16.  Ghor is 

breathtakingly beautiful in a way I’m not 

used to, being from Alaska.  In this area of 

Jordan, the Dead Sea is a constantly visible 

bright blue, and the brown hills and desert 

colors surrounding it are broken up every so 

often with a tomato field or a group of tents.

There is a big difference between 

Amman and the rest of Jordan.  First of all, 

the residents of Amman are largely eth-

nically foreign. More than 90 percent of 

the population of Amman is Palestinian, 

and much of the other ten percent are im-

migrants from other Arab countries and 

around the world.  The true Bedouin Jorda-

nians are outside the large cities, living in 

the smaller, poorer villages.

The villages surrounding the Dead Sea 

experience a level of poverty that’s hard to 

explain to those who have never seen it.  The 

Jordanians there tend to be viewed as poor, 

backward villagers, and experience some 

prejudice for being darker-skinned than 

Arabs living in other parts of the country.

The NGO that organized our visit to 

Ghor, the Zikra Initiative, works to bridge the 

gap of understanding and economic stature 

between the villagers and those who live in 

the cities.  They engage in a type of tourism 

called “cultural tourism” where foreigners 

and Jordanians can go visit the village and 

work alongside the villagers, experiencing 

what their life is like firsthand.

The first thing we did on our visit to 

Ghor was go out into the tomato fields, and 

pick the last of the season’s tomatoes.  Amer-

ican exchange students, people born and 

raised in Amman and those native to Ghor 

worked side-by-side filling their wooden 

crates with tomatoes.  After we picked more 

than enough tomatoes to make qalayet ban-

doora, a tomato and onion dish eaten with 

bread, we went to a tent on top of a windy 

hill where we learned how to toss dough for 

bread, make kohol eyeliner, weave baskets, 

peel tomatoes for qalayet bandoora, grind 

grain for bread and weave together dried 

banana peels to make beautiful bracelets.

All the while, we were sitting side-by-

side with young kids, students our own age, 

and older men and women from Ghor. We 

were communicating, using a mix of Arabic 

and English.  This is what the Zikra Initiative 

aims to do. At the end of the day, there were 

a mix of Jordanians and Americans sitting 

on the floor of this tent in Ghor sharing the 

qalayat bandoora and bread we all made 

together.

After the meal was over, someone 

started playing the flute, and someone 

started drumming.  And before you know 

it, we were all standing up dancing and 

laughing together.

Visiting the villages in Jordan

Mohammad Naser and his three-year-old daughter Noor picking tomatoes together. March 15, 2012. Photo by Elika 
Roohi.Learning how to make bread from a woman from Ghor on March 15, 2012. Photo by Elika Roohi

Dancing with the villagers in Ghor, March 15, 2012. Photo by Elika Roohi.

Perspectives
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Lakeidra Chavis

Each year, the Alternative Spring Break 

program sends UAF students to a place 

in need to spend their spring break vol-

unteering. Whether it was bagging oyster 

shells, picking up trash or reading to chil-

dren, this year’s team worked hard during 

their time in Destin, Fla.

While in Florida, the team helped the 

Gulf Coast Shoreline Restoration Project. 

Our twelve member team – including team 

advisor Cara Hollingsworth and team 

leaders Kelley Ryan and Haley Hanson – 

spent the week of March 11 in Florida.

I chose to go on the trip because I 

wanted to help make a difference in a small 

community. When the Gulf oil spill hap-

pened my senior year of high school, I told 

my friends that I wanted to help clean up 

the spill. Although the team did not clean 

up the spill directly, we were still able help 

the community.

During our trip we stayed at Tampoochi 

Camp, a 4-H camp in Niceville, Fla.

After flying for a day and a half, we ar-

rived at our campsite at 2 a.m. Our first 

project was park restoration. We removed 

debris from the park to allow healthy plants 

to grow. In the midst of removing enor-

mous tree branches, weeds and trash from 

the park, we were advised to watch out for 

poisonous snakes, as well. At noon, team 

members Sam Derosier, Denali Chrichett 

and I took a small boat into the pond and re-

moved all of the trash and dead turtle shells. 

Although severely jet-lagged, our team tried 

our best and we made a positive change to 

the condition of the park.

Our second day there, we worked with 

the Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance in 

Niceville, Fla. We bagged fossilized oyster 

shells. The Chocotawhatchee Basin Alli-

ance places the bagged oyster shells in the 

bay or ocean in order to help with shoreline 

restoration. The fossilized oyster shells at-

tract living oysters that cling onto the bags. 

The oysters will help filter out the water, 

including contaminated water flowing in 

from the Gulf Coast. After the park restora-

tion our team went to a beach for some fun 

and relaxation. Chrichett and I watched a 

beach game native to Florida, spike-ball. We 

quickly realized that one can make the rules 

up as they go along. If it looks like no one 

knows what they’re doing, then the game 

has been quite successful.

The third day we went to Pensacola, 

Fla. We repeated the process, but with fresh 

oyster shells. These oyster shells are donated 

by three local restaurants in Pensacola. That 

night, every team member became a certi-

fied Red-Cross disaster relief volunteer by 

completing a Shelter Operations training 

session provided by our campsite. If there is 

ever a disaster in Fairbanks, we are qualified 

to help set up a shelter to provide relief.

Our fourth and final day of volunteering 

was at a HeadStart program. Hollingsworth, 

Hanson and Jared Conrad volunteered in an 

infant to 2-year-old classroom, while Sarah 

Walker and Tachit Chairat worked with 3- to 

4- year-olds. Derosier and I volunteered in 

a 5- to 6-year-old classroom. We sang and 

dance with the children; played with blocks, 

arts and crafts; and resolved conflicts such 

as, “why you shouldn’t hit someone in the 

eye with a block.”

Teammates Kelley Ryan, Crichett, 

Brooke Smart, Tori  Middelstadt and Katie 

Griffin volunteered at a different HeadStart 

program, where they helped take care of 

children from difficult households.

While volunteering at the HeadStart 

program I was privileged to meet 6-year-

old Jeremiah. Jeremiah is mute. He cannot 

speak even when he tries. I said hello to him 

and he waved back. I asked him, “How are 

you doing today?” He again could only wave. 

I suppose Jeremiah’s condition affected me 

because of the doubt I was left with. I don’t 

know what his life will be like, how hard 

life will be because he cannot talk or even 

if  he will start talking. I realized that people 

aren’t like gulf coasts or parks. The problems 

that these places possess can be fixed with a 

little TLC and patience but sometimes, with 

people, even that does not guarantee the 

outcome you would like.

I am happy I went on the Alternative 

Spring Break trip because I learned a lot 

about the shoreline restoration project, 

made new friends and made a difference in 

the community.

I encourage anyone who likes to vol-

unteer to sign up for the Alternative Spring 

Break program next year. It is a great oppor-

tunity to learn the social and environmental 

problems of a given community and apply 

the solutions to Fairbanks.

Fairbanks students flock to Florida for Philanthropy

The 2012 Alternative Spring Break team is a group of volunteers that went to Destin, Fla. to help with the shoreline 
restoration project. Here, the group is posing on the fossilized oysters they bagged during their day in Niceville, Fla. 
Tuesday, 13 March, 2012. Photo by Lakeidra Chavis.

Perspectives
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Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Letters to the Editor

Have something to say? 

Say it here. 

The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please in-
clude the author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or 
address). E-mail your letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 
474-5508, or mail them to PO Box 756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be 
received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in the next issue. All letters are subject 

to editing for brevity and grammar.

Date rape drugs

Q:  I’ve heard that there are some date 
rape drugs being used around campus.  
What are these drugs?

A: “Date rape drugs” usually refer 
to the drugs Rohypnol, Gamma Hydroxy 
Butyrate and Ketamine Hydrochloride.  
They are tasteless, odorless and colorless.  
All traces of the drugs will leave the body 
usually within 72 hours of ingestion and 
are not found in any routine toxicology 
screens or blood tests.  These drugs are 
easily slipped into drinks and food and are 
very fast acting.  The person who unknow-
ingly ingests these substances is rendered 
unconscious but responsive with little or 
no memory of what happens while the 
drug is active in their system. 

Q:  How can I protect myself from this 
happening to me?

•		 Don’t	 accept	 drinks	 from	 other	
people, especially an opened drink from a 
stranger.

•		Drinking	mixed-drinks	 from	a	wide-
mouthed glass is not advisable.

•		 Open	 all	 containers	 yourself	 and	

drink only from 
tamper-proof bot-
tles.

•		 Keep	 your	
drink with you at all 
times, even when 
you go to the bathroom.

•		Don’t	share	drinks.
•		 Don’t	 drink	 from	 punch	 bowls	

or other large, common, open containers.  
They may already have drugs in them.

•		 Don’t	 drink	 anything	 that	 tastes	
or smells strange.  Sometimes, GHB tastes 
salty.

•		 	If	your	drinks	have	alcohol	in	them,	
have a friend with you who is not drinking 
alcohol to make sure nothing happens.

•		Watch	the	person	making	your	drinks

If you think you have been drugged 
and/or raped:

  Go to the police station or hospital as 
soon as possible

Get a urine test as quickly as possible. 
The drugs leave your system quickly.  

Don’t urinate before getting help.
Don’t douche, bathe, shower or 

change clothes before getting help.  
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Ian Larsen
Sun Soup Reporter

Due to the polarity of the iPhone’s auto-

correct program, lead designers at Microsoft 

have decided to incorporate the program 

into the new Microsoft Word 2013.

“This program should make writing 

with our program much sampler,” Said the 

teams head developer. “No longer will our 

users have to fret over seeing those red 

squiggly lines, it will simply correct it for 

you.”

Microsoft company spokesperson Sa-

mantha Spelchek provided a couple copies 

of the beta version of the program to show 

students and readers how well the new fea-

ture works.

“At first look, I had my debts,” UAF and 

Word 2013 taster senior Scott Stead said. 

“Honestly I think Apple’s auto correct is a 

piece of shut, this new feature is a diagram 

to the users of Word.”

Not having squiggly red lines is plus to 

the new program.  The quality of the appli-

cation seems spit on.

“I’m so excited for the program to come 

out,” computer science junior Zack Williams 

said. “Those red squiggly lines really hurt my 

ears after typing for long periods of time.”

If the new design for the Word program 

is an excess the team suggested using auto 

correct in not only their Word program but 

also other Microsoft Office programs. Mi-

crosoft’s new operating system, which is in 

development, will also include the feature.

In addition to improving Word, the 

dumfounded team will reintroduce the 

Clippy the Helpful Paperclip to complement 

the use of Apple’s auto correct.

“We really think most of the commu-

nity misses Clippy,” head developer Chuck 

Spell said. “He always gave good advice and 

helped a lot of users who strangled with 

their work, everyone will be happy to see 

him again.”

The new editions should be a pleasant 

surprise for anyone who needs to upgrade. 

Writing should be munch more enjoyable 

with a document that corrects itself while it 

is being written

Apple Auto-Correct Impounded 
in New Microsoft Word

The Fun Star

Rebecca Lawhorne
Fun Star Correspondent

Witnesses said that you could have 

seen the sparkling intent in Sarah Palin’s 

eyes all the way across UAF’s campus, with 

the look of hunger reflecting off the brim 

of her famous black spectacles.

Mary Gray heard Palin asking in a 

whisper whether Fairbanks has a wolf 

problem. With only husband Todd Palin 

and eldest son Track missing, Palin and 

her four youngest children rode through 

campus on the horse-drawn sleigh she 

bought for her visit.  Gold stars and black 

iron moose silhouettes decorated the 

sides of the sleigh and an American flag 

rippled from a silver beam reaching out 

the backside of the contraption. Though 

the intent behind the visit by the famous 

Alaskans is up for speculation, the former 

Alaska governor took time to meet with 

UAF Chancellor Brian Rogers in his of-

fice. The two had Rogers’s favorite campus 

meal delivered from the Wood Center: 

sushi. 

“Mrs. Palin’s visit is one of civilian cu-

riosity,” a chancellor’s secretary said. “She 

asked a lot of questions about the size of 

the chancellor’s office and if there were 

good decorators in town.”

A registrar employee, who asked not 

to be named, hinted that she is checking 

out the campus in hopes of sending 

daughter Willow to UAF. Willow, 18-year-

old Wasilla High School graduate, recently 

posted on Twitter, “Thinking about fol-

lowing mom’s footsteps and going to 

school for journalism but dunno yet.”

The journalism department has yet 

to receive an application from the third 

oldest Palin, according to Archibald Hos-

senfeffor, an assistant in the department.

Bristol Palin has been spotted at Col-

lege Coffeehouse as well as The Marlin. 

Witnesses say she sipped on Pabst Blue 

Ribbon beer and danced to the sounds of 

local Fairbanks musicians Feeding Frenzy.

The suspicious visit comes months 

after Sarah Palin announced she would 

not run for president in the 2012 presi-

dential election. Palin resigned her office 

as Governor of Alaska in 2009, conceding 

to Sean Parnell,  Alaska’s current governor.

Her concession speech was made in 

Fairbanks’s Pioneer Park, where her inau-

gural ceremony was held as well. Pundits 

suggest that although Palin has sworn off 

politics at the moment, she is biting at 

the bit for a position of power once again 

within the state.

“Palin may find the duties of chan-

cellor of the Fairbanks branch of the Uni-

versity of Alaska much less demanding 

than those she has become accustomed 

to,” according to a UAF Grapevine post. 

The former governor’s experience may be 

an advantage to the University, according 

to the post, but also a disadvantage when 

it comes to her celebrity getting in the way 

of the day-to-day business of the univer-

sity.

After hearing rumors of the nature of 

Palin’s visit and spotting the American flag, 

UAF student Tyler Mestas approached the 

family’s sleigh and ask the self-proclaimed 

hockey mom a straightforward question 

on security at UAF, he said.

“I asked her if she would be con-

cerned about school safety with the cur-

rent Alaska gun laws,” he said. Palin re-

sponded that Alaska is a very close-knit 

community, Mestas said, and since she 

would be able to see the campus from her 

backyard on a cloudy day, she would keep 

an eye on all the happenings across UAF. 

Mestas said her answer left him in a con-

fused stupor as she quickly rode off, mut-

tering something about a maverick.

Suspicious visit to UAF by Palins
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Amelia Cooper
Fun Star Reporter

Students are scurrying to capture wild 

animals as a bizarre new trend invades Fair-

banks.

A previously well-hidden research 

project gone awry was exposed last week 

when Maggie Waters, an English student, 

discovered an oddly large chrysalis near her 

Sheep Creek home.

“It definitely looked like a cocoon or 

something,” Waters said, “but it was as big 

as my head.”

As Waters walked closer to the pod-

creature, it opened two wide eyes and 

blinked at her, she said. “I fell back when it 

looked at me. I called the authorities to have 

it removed ... who knows what’ll come out 

of that thing.”

Veterinary officials have since been in-

cubating the quarantined chrysalis under 

24-hour surveillance.

Further accounts from around the UAF 

area support Waters’s claims. Dining Ser-

vices employee Brook Pewter saw what he 

thought was a squirrel with something on 

its back, “I was just out having a smoke, and 

it was--it ran off before I could really see,” he 

said “but it was big, and it looked like it was 

carrying something.

In the summer of 2010, a group of hor-

ticulture students under the leadership of 

Samuel Oakwood, professor of biology, 

began an agricultural experiment at UAF’s 

experimental farm. They aimed to isolate 

the effects of certain biological compounds 

on flowering plants. The experiment ran for 

two months trouble-free, but records cut off 

after July of that year. University biologists 

are scrutinizing what records are available. 

The biologists believe there may have been 

another experiment and the wildlife epi-

demic is somehow related, they said.

Mutated animals have spotted far as 

Goldstream Road, but tend to keep to natu-

rally wooded areas, especially areas with tall 

grass.

Harry Oakwood, leaning against a red 

Subaru, told a group of teenage girls about 

his connections to Samuel Oakwood. “It 

was my gramps’s experiment, so I’ve already 

seen most of the mutations.”

Harry Oakwood helps his grandfather 

collect information on the creatures. “He’s 

working on a database to keep them all 

straight,” he said.

The girls fell toward the boy, cooing 

and shamelessly batting their eyes in admi-

ration. Harry accepted their appreciation 

with the entitlement that only an only child 

would feel.

Samuel Oakwood declined to be inter-

viewed, but his grandson mentioned that 

the mutations seem to discolor and cause 

the animals to swell to unreal sizes. Other 

than these consistencies, individual species 

are affected differently.

Ashton Kelley, a sociology student, also 

has been employed by Oakwood, he said.

“He asked me to come to his lab and 

gave me a ... well I’m not really sure what 

kind of animal it was, maybe a mouse.” 

Kelley plans to use the creature to protect 

himself as he seeks out and takes notes on 

the other mutants he discovers, he said. “It’s 

dangerous out there.”

The creature by Kelley’s side stood at 

about knee height and sniffed around with 

the curiosity of a doberman. Its round, 

champagne-colored body contrasted starkly 

with its reddened cheeks. Its long, flat tail 

appeared to be broken in several places, but 

still managed to stand erect.

Others have sought to capture an exotic 

pet of their own, including Darren “Red” 

Flannery of Delta Junction.

“I heard about lizards that can breathe 

fire, and I was like, holy crap, I need one,” 

Flannery said. He packed a bag full of bug 

repellant, knick-knacks and candy bars, and 

set out for Fairbanks on foot. He arrived 

Sunday morning.

According to the Alaska Department 

of Fish and Game, “it is illegal for citizens 

to possess or export native Alaska species 

as pets,” though some animals may be kept 

with the right permit.

When it comes to the logistics of ap-

plying these laws, the mutants lie in a grey 

area. Safety may also be an issue. They are 

known to be hostile and will jump at anyone 

who wanders into their territory. It is best to 

avoid the densely populated grassy areas.

Experiments gone wrong
Mutated creatures cover campus, students try to catch them all

The Fun Star

An unknown species of mutated animal peeks out of tall grass near UAF on March 23, 2012.
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Top 5 most obnoxious Spring Break students
At some point, each of us has been one of these students or we’ve known one of 

these students.

5. The Drunk Hermit
This is the student who stayed home over break, partaking in excessive quantities of 

beer, pop, junk-food, reality TV and video games. Way to go, bro!

4. The Hard Worker
We all know these people. They wait until after everyone else talks about their travel 

plans and then casually drop the downer-bomb. “Well, I have to work during break.”

3. The Student
This person is using break as an opportunity to do homework. Finals are coming up 

fast, so it’s time to catch up on the last five assignments. At least that’s the plan. Many 

however, will end up doing their homework on Sunday night just like the rest of us.

2. The Do-Gooder
This person will inundate your Facebook page with photos of themselves hugging 

underprivileged children and painting buildings.

1. The Exotic Traveler
The only person who posts more pictures than the Do-Gooder is the exotic traveler, 

who has the means for trips to places like New York or overseas.

Runners-Up
The person who showed up for class not realizing it was Spring Break

The person who got too drunk to remember Spring Break

The person who posts duck-face photos for nine straight days

Duly Noted
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