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In-n-out
A male custodial employee, 39, who 

was recently fired, was caught trespassing 

in the Davis Concert Hall after hours while 

intoxicated . An officer found him after a re-

port of intoxicated individuals going in and 

out of the building on Jan. 26.

Tag
Two male students were involved in a 

vehicle accident after a 24-year-old failed 

to stop while driving near the Patty Lot and 

crashed into the vehicle of another student, 

21. There were minor damages and no inju-

ries. Forms were provided to the police by 

both parties on Jan. 27 

Reefer to him
Police charged a 24-year-old male 

UAF resident with possession of marijuana 

after police smelled the odor coming from 

his Bartlett Hall room during patrol. Four 

people were contacted  in the room at that 

time. He was the only one caught carrying 

marijuana and a pipe on Jan. 27.

LOWER Lounge
A 20-year-old intoxicated male student 

was found passed out naked in the lower 

lounge of McIntosh Hall. He had previously 

been drunk in a UAF resident’s room and 

left shortly after while still intoxicated. He 

was transported to the Fairbanks Memo-

rial Hospital by UAFPD due to suspicion of 

alcohol poisoning since he could not even 

talk. He was later charged as a minor con-

suming alcohol on Jan. 28.

Mixing it up
A female student, 19, was experiencing 

something similar to a panic attack in 

Moore Hall from a reaction to alcohol and 

marijuana. A resident assistant reported her 

and an officer transported her to the Fair-

banks Memorial Hospital on Jan. 29.

Tri-Again-Valley
A Tri-Valley Cantwell ambulance broke 

down at Mile 340 of the Parks Highway while 

transporting a patient. It was 50 below when 

its transmission went out. They could not 

get another ambulance out there and Alaska 

State Troopers were busy, so a UAF police 

officer responded and transported the pa-

tient to the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital. 

The patient was stable with arm injuries.

Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

This report is based on the information 
reported by the University Police Depart-
ment. Individuals arrested and/or charged 
with crimes in this report are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court of law.
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Marina Anderson, an Alaska Native Studies student, 
takes control of the stage by taking the microphone 
away from hypnotist, Chris Jones at his show on Sat-
urday night, Feb. 4, 2012 in the Hess Rec Center. Kayla 
Hajdukovich/Sun Star.
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For the first 

time in more than 

ten years, broom-

ball will not be an 

intramural sport 

at UAF. Starting 

this semester, the 

fee for the popular 

sport more than 

doubled from $7 to $25 per season. This 

season of broomball has been canceled be-

cause of a student backlash against the fee 

increase

There are two seasons of broomball 

each semester. Only two teams signed up for 

this season. On Feb. 1, players received an 

email from intramurals supervisor, William 

Boe Edwards, notifying them of the cancel-

lation. 

“This is the first season (there are 4 

seasons a year) that there have not been 

enough teams signed up to play in my 10 

years of Broomball,” OIT employee Adam 

Koegle said in an email. Koegle played 

broomball both as a student and as a staff 

member at UAF.

Edwards heard there was going to be a 

boycott of the sport, he said. About 25 teams 

usually play, with seven to eight players on 

a team, Edwards estimated. That means the 

hike in fees is keeping almost 200 students 

off the ice this semester.

Broomball is 

the most popular 

of the intramural 

sports, Edwards 

said.

In November, 

Student Services 

announced the 

change in fees, 

chalking up the in-

crease to the cost 

of maintaining 

the ice, staffing 

the Patty Center 

rink and operating 

the Zamboni. Fa-

cilities Services 

raised the fees for intramural broomball 

and hockey because those are the only two 

sports played on the ice.

“The university will continue subsi-

dizing the cost, as we have done in the past, 

but somewhere the difference has to be 

made, because the Division of Student Ser-

vices does not have the cash to make up that 

kind of difference.” Vice Chancellor Mike 

Sfraga said at the ASUAF meeting on Nov. 

20, 2011

At the end of 

the fall semester, 

players and team 

captains pledged 

to boycott the 

sport should 

the fee increase 

happen. 

Now not only 

is Student Ser-

vices not getting 

the approximately 

$18,000 it wanted, 

it’s not getting the 

$5,000 it would 

have received had 

it not raised the fee.

This incident is a good example of when 

UAF needs to stop and actually communi-

cate to students. Yes, you can just enact fees, 

and we can’t stop you. But UAF still has a re-

sponsibility to inform students of its plans, 

even if that responsibility isn’t written in 

stone. To be accountable to students for that 

fee. Announcing that a fee is going to triple 

and attending one ASUAF meeting isn’t ac-

countability and it isn’t communication.

This rush to fill a gap in the budget 

killed a popular tradition for students. 

Hopefully, arrangements can be made to 

save the next season. But in the meantime, 

perhaps Student Services should review the 

way it communicates with students. I un-

derstand that the money has to come from 

somewhere. This is the perfect opportunity 

for the administration to show the students 

that it is listening to them and understands 

their concerns.

Host a forum on the fee increase and 

have a dialogue with students. It’s not too 

late to save the next season.

Fee hike kills popular sport

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

A man unaffiliated with UAF sexually 

assaulted a 20-year-old female UAF student 

at Wood Center Black Light Dance Jan. 27. 

Police arrested Marcos Efrain Camacho, 20, 

on charges of second-degree sexual assault, 

which is a felony, and underage drinking. 

Camacho attended his hearing Feb. 2.

UAF Police Officer Antonio Adles-

perger was already at Wood Center that 

Friday night, working on a report of Marcos 

Efrain Camacho and a Fairbanks woman, 

20, for underage drinking. Witnesses saw 

Camacho, 20, sexually assaulting their 

friend, they said.

The victim yelled “no” and tried to pull 

away from Camacho in the ballroom dance 

area, according to the witnesses. Camacho 

later confessed to putting his hand down 

the victim’s pants, according to the Fair-

banks Daily News-Miner. Officer Clay Faris 

showed up at the scene, investigated, ar-

rested and transported Camacho to the 

Fairbanks Correctional Center for sexual 

contact without consent.

Police transported Camacho to Fair-

banks Correctional Center for sexual con-

tact without consent.

“It’s not common for an event like that 

to occur in a public area,” UAFPD Lieu-

tenant Kyle Carrington said. “Overall, I think 

there’s fairly good measures in place to at 

least identify those who were in and around 

the dance.

“As far as you stopping and preventing 

any one person from doing whatever they’re 

going to do, that’s gonna be extremely dif-

ficult.”

Fairbanks man assaults student 
at black light dance
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Andrew Sheeler
Sun Star Reporter
Students who signed up for classes at 

the Student Recreation Center had better 
stay hydrated, stretch properly and be pre-
pared to have class in unusual places.

Parts of the SRC will be closed this se-
mester, including the front lobby and the 
dance studio, to allow contractors to work 
uninterrupted on a remodeling project that 
was planned in early November 2011. Be-
cause the dance studio will be closed, many 
recreational classes had to relocate or make 
plans to do so when the construction starts. 
One instructor canceled her class because 
an alternative location could not be found.

In November, Student Services planned 
to remodel the SRC but they hit a snag, said 
Ali Knabe, executive officer of Student Ser-
vices.

“We were really hoping most of the 
[construction] work could be done over 
the winter break, but it just didn’t happen,” 
Knabe said.

The delay stemmed from unexpected 
design work that needed to be done before 
the remodeling could take place, including 

plans to rewire for electricity and cable.  The 
rewiring is necessary to handle the energy 
load of the new exercise machines as well 
as a new big screen TV in the lobby. Knabe 
called this the “not-so exciting part” of what 
she expects to be a popular remodel. 

While Facilities Services spent much of 
the winter break drawing up plans and de-
signs for the wiring, doing so will save time 
“on the back end” as contractors won’t have 
to start from scratch when they get to work, 
she said.

The in-house work done by Facilities 
Services also saved the university in another 
way, SRC Facility Manager Erik Ofelt said.

“We didn’t have to go to an outside firm, 
which saved us a lot of money,” Ofelt said. 
The university saved as much as 10 percent 
on planning costs, he said.

The SRC will also replace the current, 
aging turnstile, transform the storage room 
in the back of the SRC into an equipment 
locker, build a customer service desk in 
the front lobby and build an enclosure wall 
around the second-floor dance studio.

Now that the design work has been 
done, the project must be put out to bid, 

which Ofelt hopes to see happen in the next 
couple weeks, he said. Construction is slated 
to begin in March, and take five to seven 
weeks to complete. The lobby and dance 
studio will be closed for much of that time, 
and students will enter the SRC through a 
temporary entrance located on the west side 
of the building, near the ice-climbing wall.

When they learned the construction 
wouldn’t be finished in time, Ofelt and 
Mahla Strohmaier, program coordinator for 
UAF Community & Technical College, had 
to figure out where all the classes were going 
to go. Strohmaier, whose office oversees all 
accredited recreation classes, said 28 classes 
were affected by the remodel. 

Over the course of three weeks, Ofelt 
and Strohmaier were able to find alter-
nate locations for 27 of the classes. The last 
course, a cardio kickboxing class taught by 
School of Management instructor Sherri 
Wall, had to be canceled because no other 
time or place worked. 

In early December, Strohmaier notified 
the 14 students who had signed up. She said 
Wall also took the time to contact the stu-
dents to let them know.

“If we can’t reach someone, it’s not be-
cause we don’t try,” Strohmaier said.

Strohmaier received four student com-
plaints about the decision to cancel. One 
student wrote to complain on three occa-
sions. The student wrote that she was un-
able to work out by herself, and Wall’s class 
provided her with both the opportunity and 
motivation to exercise.

“It’s always disappointing when you’re 
looking forward to a class and it’s canceled,” 
Strohmaier said, but she stressed that every 
option had been considered. “We even 
looked at some of the larger classrooms in 
Gruening.”

Wall, whose decade-long experience 
teaching kickboxing includes a year and a 
half at UAF, had many repeat students who 
were unhappy at the cancellation, she said. 
She’s excited for the renovation, she said in 
an email interview

“However, it seems to me that com-
pleting construction in the summer when 
the SRC is not so extensively used would 
have better served the users,” Wall wrote.

Sports

Not working out
SRC construction causes recreational classes to be canceled, relocated
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Heather Bryant
Logan Rahlfs
Sun Star Reporters

After guiding more than 2,000 students 

through the maze of college life, Kay Thomas 

was celebrated by friends and colleagues as 

she retired from more than 20 years of ad-

vising and mentorship.

It didn’t feel like a farewell party. It 

was more like a family reunion, with those 

from the young to the old filling the Gath-

ering Room in the Brooks building. Children 

played as the adults celebrated Thomas, 55, 

their friend and colleague.

On Jan. 31 more than 50 people gath-

ered to honor Thomas. Thomas was retiring 

from more than 20 years of service at the 

Department of Alaska Native Studies and 

Rural Development (DANSRD), where she 

advised and assisted more than 2,000 stu-

dents.

The room was decorated with Alaska 

Native art, and posters about upcoming 

events. A handcrafted kayak hung from the 

ceiling.

Attendees enjoyed a potluck meal, 

while faculty members wearing black arm-

bands in “honor of Kay and [their] sadness,” 

at her departure gathered at the podium.

“There are times when words are inad-

equate to describe a person blessed with 

the gifts of humility grace and compassion. 

A person who does not seek praise or ac-

colades… It is with tremendous honor that 

we say thank you to Kay,” director Miranda 

Wright said.

DANSRD is a program designed to 

create leaders for rural communities in 

Alaska. Students in the program study lead-

ership, commu-

nity planning and 

Alaska’s role in the 

world. Graduates of 

the program typi-

cally work for tribal 

and municipal 

governments, fish-

eries, tourism and 

other private busi-

nesses, Native cor-

porations, regional 

health corporations 

or non-profits, and 

state/federal agen-

cies, according to 

the program’s web-

site.

In honor of 

Thomas’s contributions to the program 

DANSRD established the Kay L. Thomas 

Pathfinder award. The department will give 

the award annually to exemplary staff or 

faculty who embody the “compassion and 

dedication to student success demonstrated 

by Kay.”

Chancellor Brian Rogers presented 

Thomas with the first award.

“Coming in as chancellor, you hear 

from people about their experiences, how 

Kay made a difference to them,” Rogers said. 

“It’s a big deal and I think everyone of us has 

the opportunity to touch lives of students 

and seeing someone who as done it for over 

20 years and made that kind of impact really 

is an inspiration to all of us.”

Friends and colleagues took turns 

presenting Thomas 

with gifts and 

thanks.

Gordon Pullar, 

an associate pro-

fessor with DANSRD 

and the College of 

Rural and Commu-

nity Development 

(CRCD), presented 

Thomas with one of 

his handmade tradi-

tional Native mask 

carved from wood 

and haloed by black 

and blue feather.

After each gift, 

Thomas spoke about 

how that person had 

been a part of her life and thanked each 

person for contributing to the Native Studies 

and Rural Development programs.

“I have a lot to be thankful for and it 

certainly goes beyond this room. You know I 

really feel like I can’t just take all this credit,” 

Thomas said. “I’ve just been very fortunate 

to work in an environment where people re-

ally care and put everything out there.”

Among the parting gifts were a number 

of scrapbooks filled with student photos and 

notes to Thomas.

“They talk about your walk is bigger 

than your talk and Kay’s got some incredible 

footsteps to follow,” Cathy Brooks said as she 

helped present one of the books. Brooks, a 

UAF instructor, is the program manager for 

the Festival of Native Arts. “We do love you 

and appreciate you,” Brooks said.

Thomas, both emotional and nostalgic 

about her time with DANSRD, thanked the 

crowd.

“Life is like the four seasons and there 

is a season for everything and I’ve certainly 

had a great summer and early fall and I’m 

looking forward to a quieter, moving into 

winter.”

“Not this cold,” she said, prompting 

laughter. “But winter nonetheless.”

Kay Thomas profile

Director of Rural Student Debbie Toopetlook hands a gift to administrative assistant Kay Thomas, 55, at her fare-
well ceremony held on Jan. 31, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Vice Chancellor for Rural, Community and Native Educa-
tion Bernice Joseph, 47,  and UAF Chancellor Brian Rogers 
(R) present Kay Thomas (L), 55, with awards for her hard 
work at her farewell reunion on Jan. 31, 2012. Fernanda 
Chamorro/Sun Star
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

Hockey:
Alaska Nanooks wrapped up their 

regular season playing a pair of matches 

against the Western Michigan Broncos, 

losing one and winning the other. January is 

the final month of the regular season for the 

Alaska Nanooks as they took on the Western 

Michigan Broncos Friday and Saturday.

During Friday’s game, the Nanooks did 

not recover from the first period. Nanooks 

made six penalties during the period, in-

cluding game misconduct and contact to the 

head by junior defenseman Kaare Odegard, 

which sent him to the bench. The Broncos 

scored two, the first on a power play 3:56 

into the game. Sophomore left wing Colton 

Beck scored the only goal of the game for 

the Nanooks at 9:11 in the second period, 

assisted by junior right wing Andy Taranto. 

Senior goalie Scott Greenham was 24-20 on 

saves Western Michigan goaltender Frank 

Slubowski. The Nanooks lost 2-1. 

Alaska Nanooks were back on their 

game Saturday night, triumphing 4-1 

against the Broncos. This time, Nanooks 

kept their penalties at three. The Broncos 

had five. Sophomore defenseman Michael 

Quinn scored the first goal in the first period 

with a power-play assisted by Taranto and 

sophomore center Cody Kunyk at 6:27 Jarret 

Granberg, Nanook 

junior center, scored 

the game-winning 

puck with assistance 

from seniors Carlo 

Finucci and Aaron 

Gens in the second 

period. At 19:35, Mike 

Leone of the Broncos 

snuck the puck past 

Greenham, but it was 

too late to continue. 

Nanooks took the 

win.

The game was 

part of the Central 

Collegiate Hockey Association series and 

took place in Kalamazoo, Mich. Alaska Na-

nooks will hold their final regular season 

series in Fairbanks this Friday and Saturday 

at the Carlson Center at 7:05 p.m. against the 

Lake Superior State Lakers.

Skiing:
Nanook men’s and women’s cross-

country ski teams participated in the five-ki-

lometer classic races on Saturday at Kincaid 

Park in Anchorage, Alaska for the University 

of Alaska Anchorage 

Invitational. These 

races did not count 

toward any collegiate 

scores, but were an 

opportunity for 84 

skiers to gauge the 

competition.

UAF freshman 

Logan Hanneman 

placed fifth in the 

men’s classic interval 

start race with a time 

of 14:25.4 after Alaska 

Pacific University 

skier Brent Knight 

finished first in 14:04.1. Former UAF student 

David Norris took second place as the col-

legiate champion for Montana State Univer-

sity.

Sophomore Raphaela Sieber took 

13th place among the women coming in 

at 17:37.0 after University of Colorado’s 

Eliska Hajkova’s win at 16:34.7. Sophomore 

Heather Edic was not far behind, crossing at 

17:56.4 and placing 17th.

The Nanooks will travel to Houghton, 

Mich. next to compete for the Central Col-

legiate Ski Association Championships Feb. 

11-12 and the National Collegiate Athletic 

Association’s Central Region Champion-

ships on Feb. 17-18 in Ishpeming, Mich. If 

racers qualify, they will be entered into the 

NCAA Championships held March 7-10 in 

Bozeman, Mich.

Women’s Basketball:
Women’s basketball Nanooks lost both 

games on Thursday and Saturday.

On Thursday, the Montana State Bill-

ings won the Great Northwest Athletic 

Conference game 88-72 at Alterowitz Gym-

nasium in Billings, Mont. after they turned 

things around in the second period.

On Saturday, Nanooks faced the Seattle 

Pacific Falcons in Seattle, who beat An-

chorage Thursday night.

Despite UAF senior Nicole Bozek’s 

game-high 21 points, the Nanooks were un-

able to score above the winning 69-62. The 

Falcons took advantage of their free throws 

to get ahead and stayed up a few points in 

the first and second period, leading to a 

victory in the end. A transition layup by 

Suzanna Ohlsen placed the Falcons 64-59 

and Bozek got up to 64-62 with a three-point 

play. With 35 seconds left, the Falcons hit 

three free throws. The Nanooks will be back 

home this week playing the Play 4Kay game 

for breast cancer awareness on Thursday 

against Simon Fraser University.

Men’s Basketball:
UAF Nanooks lost two games in the 

Patty Center on Thursday and Saturday 

against Montana State University and Se-

attle Pacific University.

The Nanooks ultimately lost 75-64 in 

the Great Northwest Athletic Conference 

men’s basketball game against the MSU-

Billings Yellowjackets. The Yellowjackets 

came out 29-28 in the first period due to a 

three-pointer by Antoine Proctor with 2:24 

left, which gave MSU-Billings the lead it 

needed. Sophomore Sergei Pucar also made 

21 points and six rebounds. Junior Domi-

nique Brinson and Senior Nico Matthews 

performed five assists and four steals, which 

were game-highs. A 16-4 surge gave the Yel-

lowjackets the largest lead of the game, 58-

45, which kept Nanooks out by seven points 

throughout the rest of the game.

Seattle Pacific took an easy 79-53 win 

over UAF on Saturday. Falcon Jobi Wall 

made the game-high of 25 points and seven 

rebounds. David Downs followed with 21 

points. After the first period, Seattle Pacific 

already led 36-29 and Nanooks were unable 

to catch up.  Brinson shot a team-high 17 

points in the first half. UAF scored 11 of the 

13 attempts at the line in the second period. 

Nanooks committed 12 turnovers. They 

were behind by 29 until Brinson’s three-

pointer narrowed the gap.

“They’re a tough team, top three in the 

conference, so it came out a tight battle,” 

Brinson said at Saturday’s conference. “I 

think right now, we’re just trying to book on 

Simon Fraser and book on getting a win.”

The Nanooks play against Simon Fraser 

and Western Washington Thursday and Sat-

urday, respectively, in this season’s last two 

road games, returning home to play the final 

three games.

This week in UAF sports
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Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Reporter

Most people have dreamed they were 

doing something crazy. Few have woken up 

to a room filled with people and a hypnotist 

telling them that their dream was reality.

Thanks to hypnotist Chris Jones, thir-

teen UAF students can now take their place 

among those few individuals. Approxi-

mately 80 students settled in to watch Jones 

perform on Saturday night, Feb. 5, in the 

Hess Recreation Center.

“It was funny. I think I laughed at this 

more than I did at the comedian [who was 

a guest at Hess Rec last month]”, 18-year-old 

computer science student Andrew Layton 

said.

The volunteers, under their state of hyp-

nosis, did everything from being on a roller 

coaster ride, participating in a cow-milking 

competition, reliving their prom night to 

giving the audience sex tips. As the night 

went on, the men experienced giving birth 

to a twelve-pound baby while the women 

auditioned for an Axe commercial.

Saturday night was Jones’s first visit to 

Alaska.

“The audience was really good because 

[the show lasted] two-and-a-half hours,” 

Jones said. “So it was a great crowd, good 

energy.”

Jones, a Chicago native, became inter-

ested in hypnosis during college.

“I had a lot of free time. Everyone else 

was studying and I was like, I want to learn 

something else,”Jones said.

Jones attended Wisconsin Lacrosse and 

Southern Illinois University Carbondale and 

earned his master’s degree in recreation.

Although the event was great entertain-

ment for the crowd, unless they were the 

participants, no one knew what being hyp-

notized actually felt like.

“You can’t really see the crowd well,” 

said Maka Monture, an 18-year-old Alaska 

Native studies student.

“I felt like I was kind of asleep, but like 

mobile, heavy like a sleep,” said Marina An-

derson, 18, also an Alaska Native studies 

student. Both women volunteered to be 

hypnotized for the entire event and had 

never been hypnotized before.

During their hypnosis, some volunteers 

fell off the stage. Others were in such a deep 

sleep that they fell back in their chairs, all 

while remaining in their hypnotic state.

“If I could change anything about the 

show, I wouldn’t have had the speaker fall 

and I wouldn’t have people fall out of their 

chairs,” Jones said, adding that he likes 

“when people bring their own personalities 

in.”

The event was hosted by UAF’s Student 

Activities Office (SAO). SAO plans student 

events each semester including Starvation 

Gulch, Spring Fest and Winter Carnival.

“[SAO] did a great job because they put 

my picture up everywhere and they adver-

tised it,” Jones said. “The only way there can 

be bad shows is if the acoustics are bad and 

if no one shows up. So, the show was good 

because of them.”

Chris Jones hypnotizes UAF

Ashley Strauch, a psychology student, draws a painting in the air, while Gerald McBee, a business student, watches 
others do the same during the hypnotist show  with Chris Jones, in the Hess Rec Center on Satuday, Feb 4, 2012. 
Kayla Hajdukovich/Sun Star.

Volunteers from the audience gaze into the light as they are hypnotized by Chris Jones in the Hess Rec Center on Saturday, Feb 4, 2012. Kayla Hajdukovich/Sun Star.
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Hypnotist, Chris Jones gives Tiana Elkins a first year English student, a laugh as he gets her to tell secrets about her 
friends at the hypnotist show on Saturday, Feb. 4, 2012. Kayla Hajdukovich/Sun Star.

Hypnotized to believe their finger will make them fall asleep if it touches their face, Marina Anderson, an Alaska 
Native studies student, along with the other volunteers, try to stay awake during Chris Jones’s show in the Hess Rec 
Center on Saturday, Feb. 4, 2012. Kayla Hajdukovich/Sun Star.
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Teri Anderson
Sun Star Contributor

Last month, U.S. News & World Report 

magazine announced its annual list of the  

“Most Popular National Universities.” UAF 

came in fifth place, just behind Harvard and 

Stanford.

“That can’t be right,” UAF construction 

management student Andy Pagel said.

But it’s true — though there is a catch.  

“Popular” doesn’t mean “academically su-

perior” or even  “rigorous.” The percentage 

of students who decide to attend a school 

after receiving a letter of acceptance deter-

mines the school’s popularity, according to 

U.S. News. Nearly 70 percent of the students 

UAF accepts enroll the following fall. In 

comparison, about 42 percent of students 

the University of Washington accepts en-

roll. Brigham Young University in Utah — 

ranked second — enrolls 75 percent of those 

accepted.

The popularity contest is just one cat-

egory in U.S. News & World Report’s yearly 

“College Compass” issue.  Other lists in-

clude “Best National Universities,” “Best 

Liberal Arts Colleges,” “Best Value Schools” 

and “A+ Schools for B Students,” schools 

that contemplate students with “less than 

stellar test scores or 

so-so grade point av-

erages.” UAF shows 

up only in the “most 

popular” list.

The magazine 

reserves its “best” 

category for schools 

offering “a full range 

of undergraduate 

majors, master’s and 

doctoral degrees,” ac-

cording to U.S. News 

& World Report’s 

website. “These colleges are also committed 

to producing groundbreaking research.”  

In this category, UAF is “RNP,” or “rank 

not published.” That means UAF is in the 

bottom one-fourth of the magazine’s rank-

ings. U.S. News chooses not to publish the 

specific rank of its bottom 25 percent.

The northernmost university in the na-

tion ranks in the middle of the pack in many 

of U.S. News and World Report’s categories. 

We have a freshman retention rate of 75 

percent and about 62 percent of our classes 

have fewer than 20 

students. The maga-

zine calls both per-

centages “medium.” 

However, UAF’s 

four-year graduation 

rate (10 percent) and 

six-year graduation 

rate (32 percent) get 

labeled “low.”

What U.S. News 

& World Report didn’t 

mention is that UAF is 

a leader in interna-

tional circumpolar research.

UAF promotes international coop-

eration through programs like the Frontier 

Research System for Global Change on 

West Ridge, a collaboration between the 

United States and Japan, and the Interna-

tional Arctic Science Committee, a network 

between the eight Arctic nations. We par-

ticipate in the International Polar Year, an 

international collaboration of researchers 

studying the polar regions.  UAF is one of 

the world leaders in northern engineering 

studies.

And UAF has more to boast about than 

popularity and a famous engineering de-

partment. The theatre department gradu-

ated digital-effects designer Ben Grossman, 

who was recently nominated for an 

Academy Award for his work on the movie 

“Hugo.” UAF alumni have gone on to careers 

in Hollywood, Broadway, national news 

outlets, NASA and the top tiers of the federal 

government. UAF is also the only university 

in the nation with its own rocket range.

UAF is also one of the very few schools 

in the world with ice sculptures around 

campus, an ice arch, an ice climbing wall, 

the northern lights and the 40-below club.

We’re number 5
UAF places high in US News & World Report popularity ranking
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Annie Bartholmew
Sun Star Reporter

Even before I was a student at the Uni-

versity of Alaska Fairbanks, I heard about 

Pub Trivia from my older brother, his friends 

and Facebook.  Contrary to my first impres-

sions, Pub Trivia is nothing like “‘Jeopardy!’ 

for drunk people.”  Pub Trivia is hard, and its 

own genre of drinking game.

Pub Trivia happens in The Pub every 

Tuesday at 8:30 p.m. Last Tuesday I scored 

the only open booth of a surprisingly-

packed Pub. I asked my teammate TJ 

Hovest, a music education student, how to 

get started in the Pub Trivia world. “Just pay 

five dollars for your team, pick a team name, 

and you play five rounds,” he shouted over 

the din while holding his pint glass.

After receiving our team score sheet 

from the bartender, our next task was set-

tling on a team name – which is more diffi-

cult than one might think. A good Pub Trivia 

name is funny, outlandish or borderline 

offensive like Tuesday night’s ‘White Power 

Rangers’ (Say it to yourself slowly). There is 

also a prize for the best team name.

The game began with host Donald 

Cockrell rattling off the official rules of Pub 

Trivia. There are five rounds of categories. 

The questions get progressively harder 

during each round and are scored two, 

four, six, eight and ten. Contestants may 

not use smartphones or laptop computers 

and teams submit answers are on torn-up 

pieces of paper.  After teach team turned 

in their answers, Cockrell sorted and read 

them aloud.

There are two ways to answer a Pub 

Trivia question.  You can write down the 

best answer you have and hope it’s going to 

be right, or make up something for laughs.

For example, if the question is “Who 

was considered the female Paul Revere ex-

cept she rode twice as far and was only six-

teen?” you probably won’t remember Sybil 

Ludington. So what are your options? If you 

are really playing Pub Trivia, will come up 

with the funniest or dumbest answer you 

can think of: “Paula Revere.” Getting laughs 

is almost as important at getting points.

My first Pub Trivia did not win the com-

petition. My team finished in the middle 

of 11 teams and did not receive awards for 

first, second, third, or the red lantern prize 

for lowest score.

I asked the host and Pub Trivia veteran, 

Donald, what is the secret to becoming a 

Pub Trivia all-star? “A lot of random knowl-

edge about stuff people shouldn’t know,” 

he said. “Create a team with a bunch of 

different nerds that specifically specializes 

in different categories. Those are the teams 

that succeed.”

Arts & Entertainment

Students at Pub Trivia have the answer

Spokesperson Monica Owens delivers her team’s answer to Pub Trivia master of ceremony Donald Crocker on Jan. 
30 2012. Baptiste Haentjens / Sun Star.

In the UAF Pub on Jan. 30, 2012, the Fat Cat team, works hard to answer the tricky trivia questions. Baptiste 
Haentjens/ Sun Star.
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Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Reporter

When women came to Alaska in the 

hopes of becoming rich in the 1920s Alaska 

Gold Rush, none of them thought their lives 

would be immortalized in poetry almost 

a century later. However, thanks to a UAF 

graduate, they were proved wrong.

The Midnight Sun Visiting Writers Se-

ries featured Fairbanks poet, high school 

teacher and UAF alumna Nicole Stellon 

O’Donnell Friday night, Feb 4. Guests 

crowded in the Wood Center Ballroom to 

hear Stellon’s first reading of her first book 

of poems, Steam Laundry.

Stellon got the idea to write a book 

about archived material when she was 

earning her Master of Fine Arts at the Uni-

versity of Alaska Fairbanks, although she did 

not follow the idea until years later, Stellon 

says. In 2007, Stellon received the Ramuson 

Foundation Individual Artist Award.

“It allowed me the time to get into the 

archives and do the research,” Stellon said of 

the award. Stellon’s research took her about 

a year to complete.

The book tells the life of Sarah Ellen 

Gibson through a series of poems. Gibson 

followed her husband to Alaska during the 

Alaska Gold Rush with their two sons. After 

deciding to leave her alcoholic husband, 

Gibson moved to Fairbanks and raised her 

sons, fell in love again and opened a steam 

laundry shop in town.

“Gibson interested me because she 

wasn’t one of the great success stories of 

the Gold Rush,” Stellon said. “Things didn’t 

work out for her. I wanted to explore a life 

that seemed typical, less fantastic. I found so 

many connections to our lives today.”

The poems are told from different per-

spectives of the Gibson family, including 

Gibson’s lover, two sons and estranged hus-

band. All the events and people are real. Stel-

lon’s poems fill in the possible emotions of 

the characters that could not be found from 

readings in the archives. “Steam Laundry” 

also includes photos, medical surveys and 

death certificates of the Gibson family and 

Fairbanks citizens during that time period.

The past and present of Fairbanks 

were able to connect as friends, colleagues, 

former and current students of Stellon’s 

settled down to listen to Stellon’s poems.

Extra chairs had to be brought out to 

seat the audience of more than 50 people. “I 

was happy that so many people came out to 

listen to the poems,” Stellon said. 

Connie Wagner, 59 and visiting from 

Florida, said she “enjoyed it [the reading] 

thoroughly” and “enjoyed listening to her 

[Stellon’s] voice.”

Stellon’s cadence, tone and writing 

helped the audience gain a better under-

standing of not only Sarah Gibson but the 

town of Fairbanks, in 1920s Alaska.

“I was very impressed, I had high ex-

pectations and they were surpassed,” said 

20-year-old student Fiona Wiebold, adding 

that she doesn’t like poetry that much. 

Bruce Landean, a 19 year-old biology stu-

dent “thought she did a good job at seeing 

through the characters eyes and filling in the 

blanks,” he said. Both Wiebold and Landean 

are former students of Stellon.

Each year, the Department of English 

presents the Midnight Sun Visiting Writers 

Series. The series brings a wide range of 

poets, lecturers, authors and playwrights 

to the center stage, allowing them to share 

their work with the UAF and Fairbanks com-

munity.

The Midnight Sun Visiting Writers Se-

ries’s next guest, UAF’s Len Kamerling, an 

associate professor of English and award 

winning filmmaker will screen his new film 

and MFA faculty will share their works in 

progress on March 9, at 7 p.m. in the Wood 

Center Ballroom. All events are free and 

open to the public.

UAF graduate returns as published poet
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Ian Larsen
Sun Star Reporter

Extreme climate and geography can 

cause problems for researchers throughout 

the Alaska wilderness. Because of this, sci-

entists risk life and limb when collecting 

data via manned aircraft.

In order to introduce the Fairbanks 

community to new technology, the UAF 

Geophysical Institute is hosting their an-

nual Science for Alaska lecture series. The 

first lecture educated the audience about 

the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).

The audience at the Westmark Fair-

banks Hotel & Conference Center fell silent 

as Greg Walker, UAF unmanned aircraft 

research project lead, took the floor and 

explained how his team accomplishes re-

search missions by using UAVs.

Walker is the manager of the Poker Flats 

Research Range, a division of the UAF Geo-

physical Institute, and has been designing 

and making control systems for unmanned 

aircraft since 1998.

“Our team is attempting to show that 

unmanned aerial vehicles are a cost-effi-

cient and readily-available tool for research, 

when manned aircraft is not an option,” 

Walker said.

Throughout the presentation, Walker 

described each of the different UAVs the 

team uses for research.

UAVs come in both airplane and heli-

copter models, and are invaluable tools in 

many research projects and problems. They 

have appeared in projects such as assessing 

the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, examining 

difficult-to-access BP equipment, mapping 

Steller sea lions in Dutch Harbor, partici-

pating in pathfinder missions in Arctic re-

gions and mapping forest fires.

“My personal belief is that UAVs work 

well for natural resource management,” 

Walker said. “Survey of climate change 

studies, emergency response and path-

finder missions.”

For an emergency response mission, 

the faster a plane is sent out, the better.

“It takes time to inspect and prep a 

manned aircraft for a mission,” Walker said. 

“With a unmanned aircraft we are able to 

prepare quickly if the mission calls for it.”

On top of being able to prepare a UAV 

quickly, an unmanned aircraft can be used 

to observe animals in their natural habitat 

with disturbing them.

“In a manned aircraft, the only pictures 

of Steller sea lions we get are of their tails,” 

Walker said. “Instead of acting normally, the 

sound of a large plane will normally scare 

them into the water, while a UAV can suc-

cessfully take pictures of the sea lions acting 

naturally.”

Because of their size and maneuver-

ability, the projects that used UAVs were 

able to get to altitudes and angles that a 

manned aircraft could not.

“Sometimes it’s dangerous to put hu-

mans out there,” Walker said. “If you have a 

project that’s hundreds of miles from land, 

and you have to maintain a low altitude, if 

you have any problems it’s a good chance 

you will die.”

However, by using UAVs for these mis-

sions, the only risk is losing a plane — no-

where near the cost of a human life.

“The planes are fairly cheap,” Walker 

said. “It’s the computers and programming 

within the UAVs that make them expensive.” 

The UAVs used by Walker and his team 

range in price from $300 to $100,000, and 

perform jobs such as orthographic map-

ping, high-resolution photography and 

aerosol analysis.

As well as being somewhat cheap, 

most of the planes that Walker’s team uses 

are electric-powered, able to sustain flight 

for long periods of time, making UAVs ex-

tremely cost effective.

“I thought it was an interesting pre-

sentation,” junior Brian Thomason said. “I 

didn’t know how useful UAVs could be in the 

research field, hopefully we will start seeing 

them used more in the future.”

UAF uses unmanned aerial vehicles for dangerous research

A Gatewing x100 was exhibited during the Science for Alaska lecture on Tuesday night at the Westmark Regency 
Hotel. The Gatewing x100 is an unmanned aerial vehicle used for mapping. The lecture ‘Alaska - As Seen From an 
Unmanned Aircraft’ was given by Gregory Walker on Jan. 31, 2012. Michelle Strehl/ Sun Star.

Gregory Walker, who works with University of Alaska Fairbanks’s Geophysical Insitiute and oversees the Poker Flats 
Research Range, delivers the lecture ‘Alaska - As Seen From an Unmanned Aircraft’ in the Science for Alaska series 
in Fairbanks, Alaska on the night of Jan. 31, 2012. Michelle Strehl/ Sun Star.
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Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Food Poisoning

Q:  I think I may have gotten food poi-
soning.  How can I know for sure?

A:  Food poisoning is usually diagnosed 
based on the person’s physical symptoms 
and the history of what led to the symp-
toms.  It is not always possible to figure 
out the particular food or microorganism 
which may have caused the illness, espe-
cially if symptoms have been mild and re-
solve within a few days. 

The symptoms of food poisoning de-
pend on which nasty microbe you may 
have ingested.  There are several! Symp-
toms may occur anytime from within 
minutes of eating the bad food to days and 
even weeks.  The most common symptoms 
associated with food poisoning are:
•	 Nausea
•	 Vomiting
•	 Abdominal	pain
•	 Diarrhea,	which	may	be	watery	or		

 bloody
•	 Fever
Q:  I have a lot of the symptoms.  What  

 can I take?
A:
•	 Drink	lots	of	fluids.

•	 Eat	 small,	 low	
fat meals.
•	 Rest.
Over the counter 

antidiarrheal medi-
cations such as 
Imodium and Pepto Bismol are generally 
NOT recommended and may actually pro-

long your illness.
Q:  Should I come to the clinic?
A: You should come to the clinic if you  

 have:
•	 Symptoms	which	are	persistent	or	
severe.
•	 An	underlying	medical	condition		

 such as diabetes
•	 Temperature	greater	than	100.4	F
•	 Severe	abdominal	pain
•	 Inability	to	eat	or	drink

•	 Bloody	stool	or	vomit
Q:  Am I contagious?
A:  A person is considered infectious for 

at least as long as the vomiting and diar-
rhea continues, and sometimes longer, 
depending on the causative organism.  
These microorganisms are usually spread 
by hand to mouth contact.  Hand washing 
and staying out of work and school can 
help prevent transmission.

Letters to the Editor

Have something to say? 

Say it here. 

The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please in-
clude the author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or 
address). E-mail your letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 
474-5508, or mail them to PO Box 756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be 
received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in the next issue. All letters are subject 

to editing for brevity and grammar.
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