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Students react 
to post office 
changes

This semester the UAF post office 
underwent changes, including the 
closing the main post office window 
after Oct. 1 and installation of  a 
mail&go kiosk, which offers basic 
mailing services and can be used any 
time that the post office is open.  A 
side window for package pick-up was 
opened with hours from noon - 3 p.m. 
These changes are expected to save 
$25,000 the first year and $42,000 
in subsequent years, according 
to the UAF post office website.

This type of  kiosk has been 
installed at over 100 locations in the 
U.S., including many campuses and 
states and has been well received, 
the UAF Post Office website reports.

“We may add additional kiosks 

on campus depending on demand 
and acceptance,” the website said. 
“Wood Center has already expressed 
interest in adding one there.”

S o m e  s t u d e n t s  d o  n o t 
a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g e s .

“I don’t like it. I’d rather work 
with people than machines,” 
C h r i s  K a s a n k e,  a  w i l d l i f e 
biology graduate student, said.
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UAF Women's Center continues to operate 
without coordinator

This school year the Women’s 
Center is operating without a 
coordinator.  Last school year, 
this position was held by Kayt 
Sunwood, who is no longer the 
coordinator because of  a change in 
the employment relationship with the 
university, according to Cody Rogers, 
assistant director of  programming 
for  UAF Student  Act iv i t ies.

The Women’s Center reports to 
Rogers. She also helps with making 
Women’s Center sponsored programs.

In place of  Sunwood, the 
center has a Graduate Student 
Coordinator, Haley Hanson, who’s 
job is to oversee the center’s day to 
day operations and student employee 
as well as plan and carry out events.

The center is staffed with 
the same number of  people 
as it was with a coordinator 
and it runs 35 hours a week.

“I don’t think that anything 

is different,” Hanson said.  “If  
anything we’re trying to pump 
out more events, trying to create 
that  s ense  o f  communi ty.”

Whether  or  no t  a  new 
coordinator for the Women’s 
Center will be hired is currently 
undecided due to financial issues.

“The Women’s Center budget 
also took a hit, so that’s a major 
concern for funding a position 
in the future,” Rogers said.

The semester is about two months 
in, so it will be hard to tell if  not 
having a coordinator will be a problem 
as time goes on, according to Rogers.

The UAF Women’s Center is a 
place where students, faculty and 
staff can take part in, celebrating and 
empowering women, LGBT members 
and other allies in the community. 
The center works toward educating 
people about gender-related issues 
and provides a comfortable space 
for women and others, according 
to the Women’s Center website.

‘Stop Kiss’ actors deliver 
a dynamic performance

The UAF theater production 
“Stop Kiss,” directed by Carrie 
Baker, stage actor, director and 
UAF faculty member, premiered 
Friday, Oct. 30. The small cast of  
six actors delivered a dynamic, 
emotionally diverse performance.

The  p lay  s tar red  sen ior 
theater students Sierra Trinchet 
as Sara and Katrina Kuharich 
as Callie. A reception for the 
cast and crew followed the event.

The play opens with Callie 
dancing around her messy apartment, 
the coffee table littered with 
newspapers and takeout and bright 
spunky clothing spread across the 
couch. When Sara arrives to drop 
off  her cat Cesar, which she can 
no longer take of, the small town 
girl and city socialite soon hit it off.

With fast-paced transitions the 
story of  Callie and Sara’s relationship 
is unveiled through a sequence of  
brief, interconnected moments. 
Cassandra Black, a freshman business 
administration student said that 
she liked the non-linear time-line.

“T he  l ayou t  wa s  rea l l y 
good and the actors  did a 
really good job,” Black said.

Kuharich, as Callie, handled 
the dramatic shifts with ease—
transit ioning seamless ly from 
the humorously awkward, high-
energy scenes of  Callie and Sara’s 
budding relationship, to the dark 

and bittersweet moments following 
the night that they were attacked. 
The full range of  emotions that 
she displayed brought realness 
to  the character  and s tory.

One of  the most moving, 
intimate, moments in the play is 
when Callie assists Sara, who has 
recently emerged from a coma, in 
getting dressed. Callie puts aside 
her initial uneasiness to embrace the 
new dynamic of  their relationship.  

The two girls  must work 
together to accomplish the task, 
first, Callie, placing one arm into 
the shirt, and then encouraging 
Sara, who has very little range 
in movement, to try on her own.  

Continued pg. 3 ”Stop Kiss”

Continued pg. 4 ”Post office”Continued pg. 4 ”Dean of 
students”

Continued pg. 3 ”Women’s Center”

Associate Vice Chancellor, Kris Racina, 
acts as interim dean of students

Since the middle of  May, 
Kris Racina has been acting as 
interim dean of  students for UAF.

At a town hall meeting on 
Oct. 21, Vice Chancellor Mike 
Sfraga said there was a dean of  
students working for UAF, though 
it is not listed on the UAF Dean of  
Students’ webpage or elsewhere.

Racina took on the role of  dean 
of  students after the retirement of  
previous dean of  students, Don Foley. 
In conjunction with her responsibilities 
as interim dean of  students, she still 
acts as associate vice chancellor.

As associate vice chancellor, her 

role was to supervise and support 
various departments within the 
university, including veteran services, 
health and counseling, the admissions 
office, the office of  the registrar, the 
Wood Center and the disability office.

The dean of  students has 
an essential role in the judicial 
proceedings of  student misconduct 
cases. The dean is responsible for 
deciding upon and implementing 
disciplinary measures to violators 
of  the student code of  conduct. 
Penalties can range from a warning 
to removal from residence halls, 
suspension, expulsion or an arrest.

“I have put my focus on acting 
as dean of  students for the last 
several months,” Racina said. 

“With such a great staff, I am able 
to devote a lot of  time to Title 
IX and things of  that nature.”

The role is dean of  students 
is more than a position; it’s 
an office, according to Sfraga.

The roles and responsibilities of  
the dean fall on everyone working 
in the dean of  students office. 
The dean of  students office is 
currently putting together a process 
improvement software to create a 
better way to transfer knowledge 
between departments. Racina said 
a challenge with large institutions is 
ensuring that case files are available 
between departments and in this 
way the university had been lacking.

“I don’t like it. I’d rather 
work with people than 
machines,” - Chris Kasanke

Full story on page 3: “Visiting Artist”
Lugar uses a flat piece of wood to carefully puncture a slit 
in the mouthpiece of his bird ocarina, creating a functioning 
mouthpiece - Sarah Manriquez/Sun Star

Changing the face of Native Arts

Visiting artist Cannupa 
Hanska Lugar: 

Katrina Kuharich is questioned by Nate Cole. 
- Grace Bieber / Sun Star

Shirlie Morin (left) and Jerzy Ellanna (right) relax in front of the Women’s Center Library. 
Students can check books out from the library and a catalogue of available titles is posted on 
their website. - Grace Bieber / Sun Star

POP-CON continues to showcase geek culture on campus          pg 4.
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our readers! Letters to the editor should be 
no longer than 250 words. Please include the 
author’s full name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address).  E-mail your 
letters to editor@uafsunstar.com. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. Friday in order 
to be run in the next issue.  All letters are 
subject to editing for brevity and grammar.
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The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and/ or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Vandalism

10/12/2015 11:13 a.m. - 
Officers on foot patrol noticed the 
glass on a door at Wickersham 
Hall was broken.  After reviewing 
the videotape officers found an 
intoxicated student to be responsible.  
Further charges may be pending.

DUI

10/22/2015 11:15 p.m. - An 
alert about a potential drunk driver 
led officers to follow and pull over 
driver William P. Noonkesser, 21, 
of  Dillingham. After the alert was 
issued, officers observed a white 
Subaru hatchback matching the 
vehicle’s description drive in the other 
direction.  Officers turned around 
to follow the vehicle, and it turned 
into an area where a cell tower was 
located by the Taku parking lot.  
When officers approached the vehicle 
there was a strong smell of  alcohol 
and Noonkesser had slurred speech 
and a bong sitting in clear sight.  He 
admitted to drinking two beers before 
driving.  He failed field sobriety tests 
and blew a .166 on the portable 
breath test.  Noonkesser was arrested, 
taken to Fairbanks Correctional 
Center and charged with a DUI.

Theft

10/15/2015 1:39 p.m. - A theft of  a 
wallet was reported to the police.  The 
wallet was left in an unlocked locker 
at the Student Recreation Center.  
The investigation is ongoing.  Police 
urge students to use locks to protect 

Present: Benjamin Anderson-
Agimuk, Erik Rickards, Cordero 
Reid, Jonathan Quiñones, Brandon 
Blum, Sabrina Martin, Ryan Cain, 
Kayleen Hansen, Mickey Zakurdaew.

Absent Excused: Allyssia Garcia.

ASUAF’s senate meeting this 
Sunday was called to order by Senate 

their valuables.  The police have a 
limited amount of  free locks or one 
can be purchased at the SRC for $5.

Minor Consuming

10/16/2015 1:12 a.m. - Officers 
cited two men in the North Upper 
Dorms parking lot.  Officers observed 
one of  the men urinating behind a 
vehicle.  It is illegal to pee in public. 
The men, Brian A. Peters, 20, and 
Michael A. Williams, 20, both of  Eagle 
River were cited for minor consuming 
alcohol. Peters blew a .187 and 
Williams blew a .167 on the portable 
breath test.  Since the vehicle was not 
running and there were no keys in the 
ignition no further actions were taken.

Probation Violation

10/17/2015 1:11 a.m. - A car 
traveling north on University Ave. 
was pulled over for failing to dim 
high beams.  The driver, Kendell L. 
Higa, 24, of  McGrath was found 
to be in violation of  his probation.  
At the request of  Higa’s probation 
officer a portable breath test and 
search of  the car were performed.  
A small amount of  marijuana was 
confiscated.  Kendell was remanded 
for the probation violation and taken 
to Fairbanks Correctional Center.

MVA

10/17/2015 9:32 a.m. - A woman 
came into the police station stating 
she had just hit a light pole on 
Farmers Loop Road and the pole 
was lying in the road.  The women 
and her passenger had no injuries 
and her Jeep had a dented bumper.  
The woman claimed her Jeep slid 
on the ice into the pole, knocking it 

Chair Jonathan Quiñones at 4 p.m. in 
room 208 of  the Gruening building. 
After unanimously adopting the 
minutes of  the previous meeting and 
the new meetings agenda, the senate 
moved direcetly into officer reports.

Chair Quiñones claimed 12 
hours over the past week spent 
on replying to students’ concerns 
about UAF sports teams and going 
to meetings. President Mathew 
Carrick claimed 22 hours spent 
meeting with the chancellor search 
committee.  Government Relations 

down.  Officers confirmed the road 
was covered in ice.  An electrician 
was on scene to protect the live wires.

Intoxicated Person

10/17/2015 7:55 p.m. - A call to 
police indicated that an intoxicated 
man in the Wood Center was eating 
people’s food, trying to fight with those 
around him and generally making 
people feel uncomfortable.  Officers 
arrived and detained the man.  No 
one wished to press charges. The man 
was banned from UAF for six months.

Agency Assist

10/17/2015 11:34 p.m. - New 
homeowners at a Lowell Road 
residence accidentally triggered the 
home alarm system.  Alaska State 
Troopers requested UAF police to 
check the situation as they had no 
cars available.  Officers completed 
a walk through of  the house and 
determined the alarm was in fact false.

Civil Standby

10/19/2015 3:19 p.m. - A civil 
standby is an incident non criminal in 
nature, but requiring police to enforce 
and make sure everyone is okay.  A 
week prior an individual declared 
that he carries a concealed hand 
gun during class.  Police responded 
to his next assigned class, but he 
was not there.  On Oct. 21 officers 
located the man and had a chat. 
The man did not want to discuss 
the statements he made in class.  He 
was searched and found to not be in 
possession of  a gun at the time.  The 
man was reminded about UAF policy 
noting that no guns can be taken 
into any building on UAF property.

Director Leslie Drumhiller claimed 
three hours this week and 18 1/2 
hours the previous week and will be 
traveling to Anchorage soon to learn 
more about student government.

Though neither Vice President 
Colby Freel or Public Relations 
Director Hannah Witherington 
were present, Freel did relay to the 
senate he was claiming 28.5 hours 
for the past two weeks, which were 
primarily spent working with the Club 
Council and the Elections board.

Though the Internal affairs 

Civil Problem

10/24/2015 4:57 p.m. - A potential 
burglary in progress at Hess Village 
was called in to police.  Officers 
went to the location and spoke with 
two individuals who claimed they 
had permission to be there and had 
a key.  The couple was there to get 
their property.  Officers contacted 
the tenant and together the property 
was rightfully assigned.  The couple 
were banned from UAF for six 
months and the key was returned.

Vehicle Check

10/25/2015 1:52 a.m. - Officers 
on patrol observed a man sitting on 
a red Suzuki King Quad ATV by the 
side of  the road. Initially the man 
was cooperative, though he appeared 
intoxicated.  He gave the officers a gun 
he was carrying and when they secured 
it he sped off on the ATV through the 
Agricultural Farm fields. He is not 
believed to be associated with UAF.

Drugs

10/25/2015 12:57 p.m. - Another 
occupied vehicle in the north dorm 
upper lot proved to not be a DUI.  
Two individuals were asleep in 
the vehicle while a strong odor of  
marijuana hung in the air. Both 
people woke up and admitted to 
having marijuana on them but not 
driving or starting the vehicle.  They 
too were left to their own devices.

To view the full blotter visit our 
w eb s i t e  a t  www.ua f s un s t a r. c om

and student activities committees 
weren’t able to meet this week, the 
Executive committee met to discuss 
travel applications and the public 
relations committee was able to 
purchase an iPod for senate use.

Finally, after appointing senator 
Sabrina Martin to the Elections board, 
the senate was able to unanimously 
pass SB 185-007, a bill meant to help 
in establishing the Alaska Advantage 
Incentive Program Scholarship, and 
adjourn the meeting at 4:17 p.m.

Heather Penn
Sun Star

Dianna Rupp
Sun Star
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UAF is hosting Cannupa Hanska 
Lugar as an artist in residence through 
an eight-week exchange program with 
the Rasmuson Foundation. Lugar 
is visiting from Santa Fe, N.M. and 
is almost finished with his residency 
here at UAF. Lugar has been a guest 
speaker in many art classes on campus 
during his stay and has been inspiring 
compelling conversations about the 
definition of  Native Arts and what 
it means to be an artist and succeed.

Lugar was born in North Dakota 
on the Standing Rock Reservation. 
His mother, a native artist, relocated 
his  family to the southwest, 
where there is a much stronger 
market for Native American art.

“I always think of  myself  as the 
skin on a bubble, it’s the same air on 
the inside as it is on the outside but 
there is something that defines it; 
this really thin line existing between 
the two and I feel like I grew up 
existing in that place,” Lugar said.

In many of  his presentations 
Lugar describes the time we live in 
now as an exciting and interesting one 
for the Native Art industry; a time of  
change. The collector of  “traditional” 
native pieces is aging. The collectors 
Lugar is referring to are the people 

These small successes bring joy to 
Callie’s face, and a silly grin to Sara’s.

Trinchett, as Sara, also played 
dramatic shifts from light-hearted 
moments,  from drinking and 
laughing in Callie’s apartment, 
to lying stiff  in a comatose state. 

Trinchett delicately balanced the 
awkwardness of  Sara’s hidden feelings 
for Callie with sweetness and humor 
in scenes, such as when Sara brings 
Callie flowers to make-up after a fight.

“I thought it was really personal. 
Most works about LGBT couples focus 
on the controversy, but this goes into 
the actual relationship,” Alma Fisher, 
a sophomore history student said.

The other performers in the play 
include Nate Cole as Detective Cole, 
who persistently questions Callie 
after the night of  the attack, and the 
straightforward but concerned witness, 
Mrs. Winsley, played by Cynthia Jones. 
These scenes provide the clues for the 
audience to piece together the events.

Corey Dirutigliano plays George, 
who has been dating Callie on-and-
off-again since they were 20. Their 
relationship is playful and familiar, 

who created a demand for pieces in 
Lugar’s mother’s generation, and the 
people from this era are growing older 
and literally dying. Their collections 
are being given away, destroyed, 
thrown out or donated by their 
predecessors to museums. For the 
first time ever, people are coming to 
the artist and asking, “What is native 
art?” and allowing the artists currently 
in the industry to define it in a new 
and radical way in comparison to how 
it has been represented before this.

“The fact of  the matter is 
anything I do is native art,” Lugar 

with a hint of  jealousy displayed 
towards each other’s other love 
interests. An awkward, but humorous 
scene ensues when George shows up 
to Callie’s apartment unexpectedly 
as she is preparing to go out to 
dinner with Sara at a nice restaurant. 
Throughout the play, George hints 
at the familiarity between Sara and 

said. “That’s the conversation that 
I like to bring to the table. The 
external world doesn’t get to decide 
what it is anymore. Everything I do 
is drawing from my life experience 
and my life experience is under this 
indigenous, native perspective.”

Lugar’s work is diverse and 
consists of  various mediums, including 
clay, paper, wool and steel, just to 
name a few. Many of  his pieces use 
animal forms to convey his concepts 
but they vary to figurative work as 
well. He tends to work in a size range 
of  12-36 inches - a size that can 

Callie without directly asking Callie 
about her relationship with Sara.

Cynthia Jones also plays the 
dedicated nurse who takes care 
of  Sara and urges Callie to take 
on the responsibility of  learning 
how to bathe Sara when she is in a 
coma. Mallory Smyth plays Peter, 
Sara’s ex-boyfriend who still has 

realistically fit on a coffee table. This 
was a conscious economic decision.

Lugar describes himself  as an 
object maker, and there is a lot more 
wall space in a person’s home for 
paintings and wall hangings than 
there is for objects. This makes 
the space available for additional 
artwork expensive real estate for an 
artist. Lugar intentionally makes 
works that would realistically 
exist and function in a home.

It is important to Lugar not to sell 
his culture. He will allude to certain 
traditional symbols and forms but 
won’t actually use them in his work.

With that said, a restriction that 
Lugar does not allow himself  is the 
idea of  precious. A great example is the 
piece Lugar currently has displayed 
in the UAF Art Gallery called, 
“Anomaly.” He used a combination of  
natural wood, heavily processed wood 
and unfired clay and created several 
birdhouses nested in the far right 
corner of  the gallery. There are small 
clay birds nesting among the houses. 
Lugar intentionally used the unfired 
clay so the piece is physically cracking.

“It’s breaking apart,” Lugar said. 
“This thing is doomed, which is 
awesome. This is the only place this 
piece will ever exist, which is beautiful.”

Lugar’s residency with UAF 
is coming to an end. He will be 
speaking to the public for a final 
presentation on Thursday, Nov. 
5th from 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m., the 
location is yet to be announced.

feelings for Sara and wants to take 
care of  her after she is attacked.

Additional performances can 
be seen Nov. 6-7 at 7:30 p.m. 
The cast and crew of  “Stop Kiss” 
will have their final performance 
on Sunday, Nov. 8 at 2 p.m.

Sarah Manriquez
Sun Star

Stop Kiss

Visiting artist

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Callie visits Sara in the hospital and pleads with her to wake up. - Grace Bieber / Sun Star

Lugar burnishes the body of his bird ocarina in the graduate art studio at UAF. - Sarah Manriquez/Sun Star

Titled “Anomaly”, this bird ocarina, nestled in a birdhouse, is part of a larger installation of Lugar’s and is currently being displayed in the UAF Art 
Gallery. He used a combination of natural wood, heavily processed wood and unfired clay and created several birdhouses with little bird ocarinas 
nestled among them. - Sarah Manriquez/Sunstar

Women’s Center
Continued from page 1

“The Women’s Center does a lot of  
programming for students on campus 
around healthy relationships; we’re 
starting to do more programming 
around  v io l ence  preven t ion 
and intervention,” Rogers said. 

“One of  our overarching goals 

is to create a sense of  community.”
The center was established at 

UAF in 1982 and was was moved 
to its current location three years 
ago. Before then it was located in 
a single room in Wickersham hall.

The Women’s Center is located 
in room 130 of  the Wood Center 
and is open Monday through 
Friday from noon to 6 p.m.

Anyone can come in and learn 
about Women’s Center sponsored 
programs, to get resources or just 
to relax and do homework in the 
main area according to Hanson.

The Women’s Center website 
includes a list of  resources, on and 
off  campus, concerning taking 
action in empowering women in 
the community. This list includes 

links to resources such as Title 
IX, Women in Science and 
Engineering,  Alaska Native Women’s 
Coalition and Planned Parenthood.

“The Women’s Center is open to 
all -- not just women, “ Rogers said. 
“We really want to hear from students 
what types of  events and services 
they want to see on our campus.”
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Pop-Con, a convention celebrating 
geek popular culture, will take place 
Nov. 5-7 at the Wood Center. This will 
be the fifth Pop-Con at UAF, and will 
be the biggest ever, according to Erik 
Rickards, who coordinates the event 
for the Student Activities Office (SAO).

Pop-Con started in 2010 as an 
idea from Cody Rogers, then assistant 
director of  the Student Activities 

Office (she’s now the associate 
director for programming). Then-
student and SAO employee Ryan 
Bateman coordinated Pop-Con in 
2010 and 2011. He left SAO before 
the 2012 Pop-Con and there was no 
Pop-Con in 2013. Bateman, now a 
web developer for the Geophysical 
Insti tute,  has fond memories 
of  his Pop-Con involvement.

“It gives Fairbanks a little 
sl ice of  what they can’t get 
o t h e r w i s e , ”  B a t e m a n  s a i d .

When Rickards (the current 

coordinator) started with SAO in 
2014, he was asked to bring Pop-Con 
back to life and did so that year. Pop-
Con falls within SAO’s mission to 
provide for recreational and cultural 
needs for the UAF community.

The geek and gamer community 
in Fairbanks is, “A largely untapped 
market, and nobody else is reaching 
it,” Rickards said. Pop-Con is 
not a for-profit event; SAO earns 
registration fees for vendor tables, 
but pays out more in speaker 
fees  and equipment rentals.

The 2015 Pop-Con will kick 
off  with game night and laser tag 
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 5, and 
continue in the afternoons of  Nov. 
6 and 7. There will be a keynote 
speech by developers of  the Iñupiaq-
themed video game “Never Alone,” 
tables from over 30 vendors, a visit 
from Star Wars stormtroopers 
of  the 501st Legion, multiple 
video-gaming sessions, a cosplay 
contest and other activities. See 
Orgsync for the complete schedule.

POP-CON continues to showcase ‘geek culture’ on campus

Post office

Dean of students

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Jason Ninneman
Sun Star

Aaron Walling
Sun Star

Kasanke added that he has been 
avoiding using the new kiosk and  that 
the new pick-up window is a hassle.

“I like that it accepts credit 
cards, but I don’t like the fact that 
it takes a while. The touch screen 
is slow,” Beeradine Keyes, UAF 
psychology program graduate and 
full-time Center for Alaska Native 
Health Research employee, said.

“The hours are less convenient; 
past that it’s not a huge deal at all,” 
Braden Kalloway, a freshman fire 
science student, said. Kalloway 
used the university post office this 
summer during his internship before 

the changes had taken place. “They 
have the machines in Seattle, where 
I’m from, so I’m used to them.”

“We’re getting into the groove 
now, but the first couple of  weeks 
were tough,” Ryan Rostad, a post 
office student employee, said.  
The changes initially made more 
work for the employees and he is 
concerned about the inconvenience 
for international students because 
international packages can no 
longer be sent from the post office.

Hazuki Fukuda, a junior political 
science student and exchange 
student from Waseda University 
located in Tokyo, Japan had been 
planning to send a package to Japan 
next month. “It’s so inconvenient 
for me. It’s terrible,” Fukuda said.

Josett Ranken, a sophomore 
international relations student, 
stressed that it is an important 
s e r v i c e  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
students who live on campus.

“They should come up with a 
way to replace [the international 
p a c k a g e  s e r v i c e ] , ”  R a n k e n 
said. “It’s not fair to them.”

“It’s sad news for me because 
I was going to send a package to a 
friend in the next couple of  weeks,” 
Tegan White-Nesbit, senior linguists 
student, said. A friend that she met 
in Germany during her one-year 
exchange program sent her a package 
and she wanted to reciprocate.

“I find that pretty irritating,” 
White-Nesbit said. She referred to it 
as part of  recent changes on campus, 
which includes the removal of  the 
Spirit of  Alaska bank branch in the 
Wood Center and the discontinuation 
of  the UAF shuttle service to locations 
such as the West Valley Plaza. 
While it is not as inconvenient for 
students with vehicles, according to 
White-Nesbit, pedestrians have to 
find a way to work a trip to the post 
office or bank into their schedules.

White-Nesbit said that she has had 
many good experiences with the post 
office staff. Visiting the post office had 
been part of  her daily routine and she 
will miss the social interaction. “It’s 
a loss, for sure,” White-Nesbit said.

In the past, if  there was an issue or 
case of  misconduct in a department, 
it was dealt with internally and 
would sometimes get lost because the 
progression of  that case would fully 
be dependent on only one department 
handling that case appropriately. 
This was the main issue with the 
five mishandled sexual misconduct 
cases  ment ioned in  Inter im 
Chancellor Mike Powers’ Oct. 20 
announcement, according to Racina.

Now, the university is connecting 
all departments, including Residence 
Life, the Office of  Diversity & 
Equal Opportunity, the dean of  
students and the police department, 
with Title IX responsibilities.

“We all share information and 
have a consistent, institutionalized 
way to hand things off  to the next 
department, who is responsible for 
picking the cases up,” Racina said.

This ensures that if  a Title IX 
violation occurs, the case will be 
transferred over to the Title IX staff 
in the Office of  Diversity & Equal 
Opportunity. During this process 
the dean of  students will  always be 
informed of  progress, so the case 
will not get lost because only one 
department had full access to and 
responsibility for it, Racina said.

Another improvement the dean 
of  students plans to implement is a 
calendaring system where reminders 
will be sent out to keep  people up 
to date on the progress of  cases.

“Software is not a be-all do-
all; It’s as good as the person 
running it,” Racina said. “But it’s 
the best system we’ve ever had.”

While acting as Interim Dean 
of  Students, Racina is placing her 
focus on a better filing system, an 
improved way to track files and 
staying updated on existing cases. 
Racina is also the head of  the hiring 
committee that is looking for someone 
to fill the permanent position.

Though the univer s i ty  i s 
actively recruiting for a contract 
dean of  students, they have put 
a momentary halt on filling the 
position permanently, Sfraga said.

A contract dean of  students is 
someone who is will take the position 
as dean of  students under a contract 
from three months up to six months.

According to Marmian Grimes, 
UAF spokeswoman, the advantage of  
recruiting a contract dean of  students 
is that their temporary experience in 
the position can benefit the university 
by providing feedback on their 
internal systems for dealing with 
cases from an outside perspective.

In the search for a contract dean 
of  students, the hiring committee has 
high expectations for the potential 
candidates. Sfraga said that the 
current candidates for the position 
are past deans and vice chancellors 
that have a wealth of  experience 
and want to be involved on campus.

The university is looking for 
a person who is engaged in the 
student body and events on campus 
so when the time comes, UAF can 
possibly transition the candidate into 
the full-time, permanent position 
as dean of  students, Sfraga said.

“After input from the contract 
dean of  atudents then we will take 
our finger off pause and continue the 
search for someone to fill DOS as a 
permanent position,” Sfraga said.

Sophomore Ariana Horner picks up a box at the new package window. - Grace Bieber / Sun 
Star

Volleyball
Senior Sam Harthun became the 

Alaska Nanooks’ all-time kill leader 
Thursday night—collecting 1,370 
kills (point-scoring plays) over her four 
year career. Harthun dominated the 
Seattle Pacific Falcons and the Saints 
of  Saint Martin’s to lead the Nanooks 
to a two-game winning streak.

Harthun—who moved past 
Mallory Larranaga’s (Bergstrom) 
1,363 kills on the all time list—
overwhelmed the Falcons with 27 kills 
and 19 digs in a down-to-the-wire five 
set match. The Nanooks as a team 
helped Harthun both get the record 
as well as secure the win, with senior 
Miranda Greiser setting up 55 assists.

“The thing that means the most 
to me is how supportive so many 
people have been,” Harthun said.  
“I’ve already had so many people 
to thank after the match; it’s been 
completely overwhelming. I would not 

have been able to to get this record 
tonight without my teammates.”

In the Saint Martin’s match, 
Grieser destroyed the Saints with 
eight service aces to tie the Nanooks’ 
record with former players Tanya 
Pitatnova and Jamie Schanback. Her 
impressive performance caught the 
attention of  Head Coach Brian Scott.

“She got Saint Martin’s out of  
their system by mixing up her serves. 
She really kept them guessing tonight 
and made some really great decisions 
that resulted in points for us,” Scott 
said after their win over the Saints.

Scott should be happy as the 
team has eclipsed their win total 
from only winning three games 
last year. Scott has brought in a 
new culture to the Nanooks after 
winning back-to-back five set 
matches. Even the coach commented 
on the greatness of  Harthun.

“Tonight is a milestone moment 
for our program and every girl that has 
ever played with Sam Harthun should 
feel a part of  this record because she 

could not have gotten it without some 
spectacular teammates,” Scott said.  

Box Score:
Seattle Pacific Falcons vs. Alaska Nanooks
Series 3-2, (18-25, 27-25, 21-25, 25-
18, 15-13)

Saint Martin’s vs. Alaska Nanooks
Series 3-2 (13-25, 18-25, 25-20, 25-
12, 15-13)

Swimming
It was over before it began, with 

the Alaska Nanooks dismantling 
Biola State in both days of  the meet, 
garnering double-digit wins over the 
Eagles. The Nanooks performed 
well across the board with strong 
performances from the entire team.

The Nanooks’ sophomore Kate 
Matthews continues her impressive 
start to her career in Alaska, winning 
both the 100 yard breaststroke and 
the 200 yard intermediate. She won 
four events in total. She also had a 
hand in the Nanooks beating out the 
Eagles in the 200 yard freestyle relay.

In the first match, the Nanooks 
won 126-97 and the second match 
was 119.5-83.5. Throughout the 
two matches, Katie Stark and Kate 
Matthews both won in events.

T h e  i m p r e s s i v e  s t a t 
w a s  t h e  N a n o o k s  w i n n i n g 
s e ve n  o f  t h e  1 2  e ve n t s .

“It feels pretty good to pick up a 
pair of  wins this weekend. I expected 
us to look strong and have a little 
more speed than we did two weeks 
ago and still exhibit a high level 
of  fitness, and that’s exactly what 
happened. We had a few swimmers 
hit lifetime best and I’m sure some 
of  the girls will be nationally-ranked 
going into next week, so we are 
right where we should be,” Coach 
Scott Lemley said on Saturday.

Sports recap: Sam Harthun 
breaks Nanooks’ kill record

Sophomore Katherine Stark dives off the blocks to start her 200 freestyle race. Stark won the 
200 freestyle, as well as other events she participated in Saturday morning. - Zayn Roohi / 
Photo Editor
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 3
Volunteers for Santa’s Helpers 
are meeting up at the Noel Wein 
Library auditorium at 6 p.m. 
The organization, which helps give 
food and gifts to families during the 
holiday season, is hosting the meeting 
in the library auditorium. Volunteers 
are wanted for food and toy packing, 
as well as delivery and other duties. 
I recall looking over letters sent to 
the Santa Claus House one year and 
noticing a pattern of  children asking 
for gifts of  clothing and food, not 
for themselves, but for their family 
members. The fact is, many people go 
without during the holiday season and 
I find that this is a fact often forgotten 
in this busy time of  year. If  you’ve 
got the time for it, offering a helping 
hand to those who could really use it 
is never a wasted day. Kyrie Long / 
Copy Editor

Wednesday / 4
REI is hosting a “Surviving 
Winter in Fairbanks” event at 
6 p.m. It’s free, which is always a 
good reason to go to something. It’s 
probably not a bad idea if  you’re new 
to Fairbanks, because they’ll teach you 
how to NOT end up frozen solid in a 
ditch somewhere when it’s 40 below 
zero outside. Ironically though, if  the 
roads are too snowy it might be safer 
to just stay warm and cosy at home 
and watch a movie instead. Safety 

first! Molly Putman / Layout 
Editor

Thursday / 5
For students who are interested 
in expanding on their public 
speaking skills, there is a 
Toastmasters meeting at noon 
in the BLM building at 1150 
University Avenue. The Tundra 
Talkers meet every Thursday, except 
when it’s 35 degrees below zero, 
to help each other develop their 
communication and leadership 
skills.  Although I’ve never been 
to a Toastmaster’s meeting, I have 
been told (by my loving mother, who 
encouraged* me to join this group 
when I was a freshman in college) that 
it looks great on a resume! ;) Danny 
Fisher / Editor-in-Chief
*NAGGED

Friday / 6
Now that Halloween weekend is 
out of  the way, what better time 
than tonight to go see UAF’s 
production of  Stop Kiss? Directed 
by Carrie Baker and featuring 
two graduating seniors, Sierra 
Trinchet and Katrina Kuharich, 
this production follows the shocking 
story of  two women unexpectedly 
falling in love; their journey, their first 
kiss and the violent response of  the 
public. We watch their lives unfold 
before us as past and present are 

constantly intertwined throughout 
the play. The show starts at 7:30 
p.m. in the Salisbury Theatre. 
Tickets are $8 in advance for students 
($12 for military and seniors, $16 for 
everyone else). An additional $2 fee 
will be charged for tickets bought at 
the door.  If  you can’t make it to this 
performance, there is another show 
on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and a 
final matinee on Sunday at 2 p.m. 
Lida Zakurdaew / Distribution 
Manager

Sunday / 8
Interested in writing news? Have a 
story idea that we haven’t covered? 
Do you like taking photos of  Nanooks 
sporting events? Want to get paid for 
any and all of  the above? The Sun 
Star’s Freelancer Meeting is at 1 
p.m. in Constitution Hall, room 
305. Pitch a story, take an assignment, 
or just say hi—the donuts and coffee 
are on us. Spencer Tordoff / Web 
Editor

Monday / 9
Register for classes! Nov. 9 marks 
that that incredible day that we all 
look forward to where we can ponder 
about our future, whether we’re going 
to graduate, and what torture we’re 
going to subject ourselves to in the 
next semester.
Sorry.
Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Naturally Perspiring By  Mason Schoemaker

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Megan Bennett / Sun Star

‘Nook on the Street
After Mike Powers’ Oct. 20 address and several town halls concerning how cases of  sexual 

misconduct are handled on campus, this week we asked students: 
What do you think about how causes of  sexual misconduct are handled at UAF?

So sick of  acne. I’m way past 
puberty, just get the f*** off  my 
face!!!

My crush and I used the same 
pencil. We’re basically dating now.

I need to lose 20 pounds, make 
$30,000 and sleep for 4 days all 
before tomorrow.

Some of  the things guys to try to 
get girls on Yik Yak are pathetic. 
Post your Kik if  you agree ladies.

People: stop crying and bitching 
about wanting cuddles and being 
single. 90% of  my socks are single 
and they don’t complain about it.

Putting my GPA up for adoption, I 
can’t raise it on my own.

My grade has fallen and can’t get 
up.

Scarland elevator keeps up the 
spooky spirit all year long.

I got gas for $1.59 today, too bad it 
was from Taco Bell.

Can I just be my GPA for 
Halloween? That’s scary enough.

You want to hear a funny joke? 
Eduroam.

Someone is throwing snowballs 
from Constitution Hall!
Layout editor’s note: The top comment 
stated it was KSUA. It wasn’t. It was us. 

Remember when we thought 20 
year olds were adults and now 
that we’re here we’re just fumbling 
around looking for food.

Day 90: The fellow dorm residents 
have still not learned how to flush 
the urinal.

I can’t believe that October is 
almost Octover.

Why did I, the world’s biggest baby, 
decide to watch a scary movie on 
Halloween while my roommate is 
gone for the night??? Because I’m a 
moron. That’s why.

Last week on 
Yik Yak

Yik Yak is a social media app that 
allows people anonymously to create 
and view “Yaks” within a 5-mile radius. 
These Yaks are selected  and compiled 
by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

“Honestly, I heard about 
the cases in the news and 
that they were handled. 
But I’m not sure how.” 
-Klara Shepard, English 
Literature

“I think they are handled 
seriously. I took some online 
courses to stay informed and 
to know how to handle [sexual 
misconduct] so it doesn’t go 
further. The university really 
likes to inform students so they 
report incidents.”
-Alma Fisher, History

“It seems the police handle 
[sexual misconduct] pretty 
quickly and send emails to 
warn people. It’s a good system 
and it makes me feel safe.” 
-Naomi Stapp, Rural 
Development

“I am not particularly versed 
in the policy. I appreciate how 
the university is acknowledging 
the sexual assaults on campus.” 
-Michaela Murphrey, 
Homeland Security

“Well I heard a lot about it. I got 
an email, but I don’t know a lot 
about how they handle them.” 
-Katie Shake, Accounting

“I don’t know how it’s handled. 
I’ve never had to deal with it. I 
see the notification emails but 
I don’t know where to look for 
the policy. I’ve never found 
information but I’d like to know 
what do they do when [sexual 
misconduct] is reported?” 
-J e r r y  G a r d e ne r, 
Business
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The Sun Star is looking for a 
new Photo/Multimedia editor 
for the Spring Semester!

View the job posting on www.uakjobs.com, 
posting #0071496. For more information, stop 
by our office in 305 Constitution Hall, email
editor@uafsunstar.com or call (907)474-7640.

The Sun Star is seeking freelancers!

We're looking for:
Reporters
Photographers
Multimedia Artists (audio and video)

And we’ll pay you for it!
News Brief:
News Story:
Feature Story:
Column:

$20
$40
$50
$30

Photo Selects:
Photo Spread:
Photo Essay:
Raw Video:

$15/photo
$50
$65
$5/min

For more information come to 
our freelancer meetings at 1p.m. 
every Sunday in 305 
Constitution Hall, call us at 
(907)474-7540 or email us at 
editor@uafsunstar.com.

STAR
SUN The voice of  

the Nanook, 
your source for 
student news


