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SCAG presents visiting artist Beth Cavener

Storytellers gather for Dark Winter Nights

The UAF Student Ceramic Art 
Guild will host sculptor Beth Cavener 
Dec. 1-3 for a series of  workshops and 
demonstrations of  her art. Cavener is 
a full–time professional studio artist 
who currently resides in Helena, 
Mont. Her work explores human 
emotions using larger-than-life animal 
figures as her lens. She describes 
much of  her work as portraits 
of  people disguised as animals.

Cavener typically works with 
2,000 pounds of  clay or more at a 
time. Her life-size figures start out as 
small models called maquettes. She 
photographs the maquette and blows 
up the photograph to the scale she 
wants to work with. Cavener shapes 

The usher of  Dark Winter Nights: 
True Stories from Alaska—a live 
storytelling event produced by Rob 
Prince, Chair of  the UAF Journalism 
Department—was wearing a shirt 
inscribed with the words “Tell me 
your story.”  The lights went down at 
7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 21 as the event 
commenced at Hering Auditorium.

Dark Winter Nights was borne 
of  frustration with the image of  
Alaska popularized by reality 
television, according to Prince. 
Since the first event took place in 
April of  2014, Prince has been 
working on expanding the event.

“I thought,  i f  the world, 
or at least the Lower 48, is so 
interested in what Alaska is like, 
it should be Alaskans bringing 
them true stories,” Prince said.

The first two live events—the one 

clay over a steel pipe frame. Once the 
figure is completed, Cavener cuts the 
figure into sections and hollows each 
one out to 1/4” thickness so after the 
piece has been fired it isn’t as heavy.

“It’s incredibly labor intensive,” 
Cavener said. “A lot of  the 
hollowing out will take months.”

The majority of  the actual 
sculpt ing takes place during 
the hollowing process. It allows 
Cavener to add definition and 
muscular tension to the work.

“It’s what gives the sense 
o f  be ing  haun ted  by  the 
e m o t i o n , ”  C a v e n e r  s a i d .

After the sculpture is kiln fired 
in it’s many sections, Cavener 
reassembles it with glues and epoxies. 
She usually paints the surface with flat 
interior latex paint, which allows her 
to fill in seams after reassembly and 

held on Nov. 21 was the fourth—
were held at Pioneer Park and had 
so many people crowding the theatre 
they created a fire hazard, according 
to Colleen Wood, storytel ler 
liason and executive producer. 

Dark Winter Nights has had two 
live events per year, a podcast and a 
radio program, according to Prince.

Prince had hoped that now that 
the event was taking place in Hering 
Auditorium, there would be people 
in the balcony.  His hope was realized 
that night, as audience members 
traveled upstairs to be seated.

The f i r s t  s toryte l ler  was 
Chris Zwolinski. Although this 
is his first time telling a story, 
Zwolinski has been attending 
these live events for a long time.

“I love a good story.  I love 
to tell a story,” Zwolinski said.

Zwolinski told a story about a near-
deadly white water rafting incident 
that took place in 1985.  Zwolinski 

maintain the look and feel of  clay.
Cavener was born in Pasadena, 

Calif., her mother a ceramicist and 
her father a molecular biologist. 
Cavener says that the connections 
between art and science have always 
been at the heart of  her work.

“They raised me with an 
appreciation for the world on its most 
minute and grandiose scale,” Cavener 
said. “From my mother I learned 
the language of  clay and the power 
of  ideas passed through hands. My 
father and I spent hours staring at 
the night sky, while he stretched the 
seams of  my imagination with tales of  
recombinant DNA and evolutionary 
battles on the microscopic scale. 
Every moment of  my memory 
has been spent invest igat ing 
the natural world around me.”

Cavener will conduct various 
demos, workshops and an artist talk 
throughout her three-day visit. Events 
are free and open to the public:

Tuesday, Dec. 1 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Demo/Workshop UAF Ceramics 
Studio

Wednesday, Dec. 2 9 a.m.-5p.m. 
Demo/Workshop UAF Ceramics 
Studio

Thursday, Dec. 3 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Demo/Workshop UAF Ceramics 
Studio
6 p.m.-7 p.m. Potluck Dinner UAF 
Murie Auditorium
7 p.m.-8 p.m. Artist Talk UAF Murie 
Auditorium

and his companions traveled further 
along a river than they intended 
when their raft overturned.  Following 
their rescue by helicopter, Zwolinski 
recalled his feelings on the ride home.

“I ’m an  id io t ,  bu t  I ’m 
a l i v e ! ”  Z w o l i n s k i  s a i d .

The f inal  speaker  before 
intermission was Brent Sass, 2015 
Yukon Quest  Champion. No 
stranger to Dark Winter Nights, 
Sass is a second-time storyteller.  
Sass was greeted with applause 
from the audience, as was his 
companion—his dog, Silver, whom 
his story was titled after.  Silver is 
the oldest of  his dogs, as well as the 
sire to his team, according to Sass.

For his story, Sass recalled 
his first time guiding a group of  
children through the Brooks Range.  
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UAF Journalism Professor Robert Prince sits down with traveler Dick Griffith to discuss his stories about rabies, frostbite and travelling 
through the arctic during Saturday night’s showing of Dark Winter Nights. – Mylissa Maclin / Sun Star

Continued “Dark Winter Nights” pg. 3
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UAF research 
showcase: 
teaching children to 
research

Why are “st icker bushes” 
so “poky?” This is one of  the 
questions asked by the children 
involved with research by Carie 
Green, an associate professor in 
UAF’s School of  Education. Her 
research was entitled “Engaging 
Young children as active researchers: 
our experience in the forest.”

It was presented by Green, several 
undergraduate researchers and the 
children who were part of  the research 
on Nov. 18 in Schaible Auditorium.

Over the last summer Green 
conducted research with children 
in order to study the children’s 
Environmental Identity Development 
(EID) and to engage children in 
research in an exploratory manner.

The EID is how children view 
themselves and their role in nature, 
along with how comfortable and 
secure they feel in nature. The EID 
is useful because someone with a 
strong EID would, theoretically, 
take act ion to conserve the 
environment, according to Green.

The undergraduate researchers 
were Katrina Bishop,  Renée 
Avugiak and Gabriel Cartagena.

Green and the undergraduate 
researchers presented the procedure 
of  the exper iment  and the 
children gave a short explanation 
of  the data they col lected.

The event was sponsored by UAF’s 
office of  Undergraduate Research 
and Scholarly Activity (URSA).

The presentation started out with 
an introduction by Barbara Taylor, 
one of  URSA’s co-directors. Then 
Green began to discuss her research.

“This framework [for research 
invo lv ing  ch i ldren]  can  be 
described as research on children, 
to research with children, to now 
research by children,” Green said.

During the “research conducted 
with children” phase the adults would 
pose the questions and would still 
lead the research. With “research 
by children,” the children form 
their own research questions and 
collect data, according to Green.

All of  the children who were part 
of  the study were between the ages of  
three and six. Many of  the children 
also attended the presentation.

This study was conducted over 
eight weeks during the summer, 
where the children made 11 one-
hour visits to the forest and had 
seven c las sroom di scuss ions.

The children were allowed 
to have open-ended play in the 
forest that would enable them 
to form a question to complete 
their own research. The research 
projects were introduced to the 
children through a “research book.”

Green introduced the f ive 
steps of  the research process to 
the children, all the while inviting 
them to discuss what they already 
know and what they would like 
to find out about participating 
in research, according to Green.

Green and the undergraduate 
r e s e a rc h e r s  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e 
c h i l d r e n ’ s  r e s e a r c h .  T h e 
undergraduates each completed 
between 100-200 hours of  work.

In order to record the children’s 
exploration, they were outfitted with 
GoPro cameras that recorded video 
from the children’s perspective. 

Beth Cavener works on 2012 wolf scultpure, “In Bocca Al Lupo.” The wolf stands 56 inches high 
and is 84 inches long. Photo Courtesy of Beth Cavener

Opinion: It’s time to think about fighting terrorism differently         pg 4.



November 24, 2015The Sun Star2

www.uafsunstar.com NEWS

The Sun Star welcomes commentary from 
our readers! Letters to the editor should be 
no longer than 250 words. Please include the 
author’s full name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address).  E-mail your 
letters to editor@uafsunstar.com. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. Friday in order 
to be run in the next issue.  All letters are 
subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Letters to the Editor

Staff
Editor-in-Chief

Danny Fisher
(907) 474-7540
editor@uafsunstar.com

Copy Editor
Kyrie Long
edits@uafsunstar.com

Layout Editor
Molly Putman
layout@uafsunstar.com

Web Editor
Spencer Tordoff
web@uafsunstar.com

Photo Editor
Zayn Roohi
photo@uafsunstar.com

Distribution Manager
Lida Zakurdaew
distribution@uafsunstar.com

Advertising Manager
Aaron Walling
(907)474-6043
ads@uafsunstar.com

Advisor
Lynne Snifka
lmsnifka@alaska.edu

Journalists
Michael Romanovsky
David Spindler
Heather Penn
Brandon Abbott
Blake Cooper
Dianna Rupp
Joshua Fessey
Josh Hartman

Megan Bennett
John Dougherty
Sarah Manriquez
Grace Bieber
Katie Stark

Photographers
Mylissa Maclin
Max McKernan

Columnists/Contributers
Mathew Carrick
Mason Schoemaker

The Sun Star’s Mission is to 
provide UAF and Fairbanks with a 
reliable, stimulating, student-produced 
news publication; maintain a forum 
for expression and offer practical 
journalism experience for students. 

Main Office:
305 Constitution Hall, Tok Lane, UAF

Fairbanks AK, 99775

(907) 474-7540
www.uafsunstar.com

The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and/ or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Protective Custody

11/10/2015 3:40 a.m. - A woman 
was found unconscious, but breathing, 
inside Bartlett Hall by the resident 
director.  Police and EMS responded 
and discovered the woman was not 
a student, but a guest of  someone 
in Bartlett.  She registered a .146 on 
the portable breath test, was banned 
from UAF for one year and taken to 
Fairbanks Correctional Center for a 
sleep-off.  No charges were filed and 
she will be released after she sobers up.

Traffic Incident

11/11/2015 8:53 a.m. - A UAF 
Facilities worker caused damaged the 
bumper of  an unoccupied vehicle.  
The accident occurred at the Facilities 
Services building on Alumni Ave.  
The driver called the police to report 
what happened.  Police arrived, took 
pictures and contacted the owner of  
the damaged vehicle.  The damage 
is estimated at $1,500. There was 
no damage to the UAF vehicle.

Harassing Communications

11/12/2015 8:54 a.m. - A female 
reported to police that she had 
received threats via her Google Plus 
account from another female.  The 
accused female had apparently 
become upset when the victim 

“friended” her ex-boyfriend on 
Facebook and threatened to go to the 
off-campus gym the victim worked 
out at and teach her a lesson.  The 
written threat had happened two to 
three weeks prior.  No other incidents 
had occurred and the victim did 
not want the police to contact the 
woman, but wanted to ensure the 
correspondence was documented.

Public Assist

11/12/2015  6 :12  p.m.  - 
Officers were asked to assist in the 
communication of  a death in the 
family to a student.  The student’s 
brother had passed away in Valdez.  
UAF police chief  Mallard and a Valdez 
Fire Chief  who happened to be in 
Fairbanks area along with Residence 
Life informed the student of  the news.  
The police informed the student of  
the various support systems available 
to him such as the Chaplain, campus 
ministries and health and counseling.

Agency Assist

11/12/2015 7:20 p.m. - A medical 
emergency call was made to police 
from the SRC about an unconscious 
man on the basketball court.  When 
police arrived he was conscious and 
informed them he had a medical 
condition that caused seizures and 
that he had just experienced one.  He 
declined medical care and went on 
his way.  At the same time in the SRC 
another person claimed they needed 
medical attention for migraine-

like headaches and nausea. Since 
medical was already on scene the 
new claimant was evaluated by them.

DUI

11/13/2015 2:30 a.m. - A car 
was pulled over on University Ave. 
near Safeway for driving without 
any lights.  Police arrested Ramon 
R. Deleon, 35, of  Las Vegas, Nev., 
for driving under the influence and 
driving with a suspended license.  
Deleon had bloodshot watery eyes, 
smelled of  alcohol and slurred his 
speech and failed the field sobriety 
tests administered to him.  He 
registered a .142 on the portable 
breath test and was remanded to 
Fairbanks Correctional Center.  
Deleon was charged with a DUI.

11/14/2015 2:28 a.m. - Officers 
attempted to pull over a vehicle on the 
Johansen Expressway for speeding, 
but driver Elias S. Saylor, 24, of  
Fairbanks decided to flee.  Saylor 
led officers on a high speed chase 
toward the Walmart area with speeds 
cresting 100 mph.  UAF called the 
local PD and Alaska State Troopers 
for assistance in the chase.  While 
in pursuit, Saylor took the College 
road exit only to turn right back 
on the expressway again.  He then 
attempted to turn right onto Old 
Johansen Road but lost control and 
crashed in the Home Depot parking 
lot.  Saylor then fled and attempted 
to hide behind a parked box truck.  
UAF officers found and detained 

him.  Saylor smelled strongly of  
alcohol and failed field sobriety tests.  
He blew a .97 on the portable breath 
test and was charged with a DUI 
and failure to stop at the direction 
of  a peace officer.  The DUI is a 
misdemeanor and the latter is a felony.

Found Property

11/13/2015 1:15 p.m. - A girls’ 
crossover bike was found leaning 
against a car on Sandvick Drive.  
The owner of  the car called police to 
report it was not their bike and may 
have been stolen.  Officers arrived 
to find the bike still there, covered 
in snow. Officers deemed it likely a 
stolen bike that had probably been 
placed against the car the night 
prior, hence the snow coverage.  
Officers took the bike and entered it 
into the state database as “found.”  
The bike has not yet been claimed.

Suspicious Person

11/13/2015 2:37 p.m. - A man 
who seemed to be disoriented in the 
Eielson Building prompted staff  to 
call and report him as suspicious.  
The man walked into an office, 
interrupting a meeting with a student 
and staff.  Police were already in 
the building when the call came in 
and located the man, who claimed 
he was unsure why he was in the 
building.  Police escorted the man out 
of  the building and watched as he 
crossed the Fairbanks Street Bridge.

Heather Penn
Sun Star
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Present: Benjamin Anderson-
Agimuk, Cordero Reid, Brandon 
Blum, Ryan Cain, Kayleen Hansen 
and Allyssia Garcia.

Absent: Sabrina Martin.

Absent Excused: Erik Rickards and 
Jonathan Quiñones.

Though only the Student 
Affairs Committee was able to meet 
over the past week, the committee 
discharged SB 185-013, a bill 
asking that an allotment be given 

to the Student Veterans of  UAF 
club past their initial funding due 
to cooperation issues with the club.

After beginning the weekly 
meeting at 4:05 p.m. Sunday 
afternoon in room 202 of  the 
Gruening building, the senate 
unanimously approved the minutes of  
the previous meeting and the agenda 
of  the current meeting, allowing them 
to move into officer reports. President 
Mathew Carrick claimed 14.5 hours 
over the past week spent working with 
the budget committee and obtaining 
ice cleats to provide for students in 
the ASUAF office. Public Relations 
Director Hannah Witherington 
claimed 9 hours over the past week 
spent advertising for the ASUAF 

elections and Government Relations 
Director Leslie Drumhiller claimed 15 
hours spent working on elections and 
forming the Juneau advocacy team. 
After reports had finished, Director 
Witherington also announced to 
the senate that concert board had 
scheduled a concert for Dec. 4 to be 
held in the Wood Center Ballroom. 
The concert will be a showcase of  
local artists and is an all-ages event.

In the first reading, interim Senate 
Chair Cordero Reid moved SB 185-
016, a bill asking that up to $1,580 
from the senate rollover fund be award 
to student Kenzie Holbrook for use in 
traveling to a conference next year, 
to the Student Affairs Committee. 
Reid moved both SB 185-017, a bill 

outlining ASUAF’s for recognition 
when senate funds are spent, to the 
Internal Affairs committee, and 
SR 185-004, which asks that the 
senate encourage administration to 
observe Campus Sustainability Day, 
to the Public Relations Committee.

Last,  the senate chose to 
unanimously validate the recent 
ASUAF elections results as well as 
postpone the next senate meeting 
until the Sunday after Thanksgiving. 
Interim Chair Reid called the 
meeting to a close at 4:45 p.m.



November 24, 2015 The Sun Star 3

www.uafsunstar.comNEWS

Through hardships faced along 
the trail, Sass relied on Silver to help 
guide him and his team to safety.

“It’s that bond of  trust that I 
have with Silver that’s just amazing 
and it’s been such an awesome 
experience to have him a part of  
my life,” Sass said, as Silver yawned 
by his feet.  “Old news to him.”

Black Friday memories submitted 
to the event were read in between 
speakers.  The memories read ranged 
from nothing involving a shopping 
experience, to food poisoning to an 
emergency Office Max run braved by 
an individual in need of  a passport 
and the store’s printing services.

One audience member was 
invited onstage to tell a story.  In his 
opening address, Prince informed 
members of  the audience of  the 
form they could fill out on the back 
of  their programs.  The forms 
were submitted for a drawing at 
Intermission, after which a name 
would be drawn and a guest speaker 
would be chosen from the audience.

Aporn Stein’s name was drawn 
and she was first to tell her story 
after Intermission.  Stein’s tale of  
camping along a bear trail gained a 
lot of  laughter from the audience.

Prince had an interview style 
discussion with one speaker: Dick 
Griffith.  Griffith traveled all across 
the state of  Alaska in his lifetime, 
and playfully bantered with Prince 
for the duration of  his stage time.  
From how he gained the nickname 

Never tell people in Anchorage.”
Griffith was also signing his 

book in the lobby after the show.
The final storyteller of  the 

evening was Marty Raney.  Raney’s 
family, which consists of  him, his 
wife and their four children, was the 
first family of  six to climb Denali.  In 
addition to his mountain climbing, 
Raney has worked for PBS and been 
on television shows about Alaska.

Raney walked onstage carrying 
a guitar with a body shaped like 
the state of  Alaska.  Raney called 
his mother while at the mic and 
dedicated the first song he sang to her.

“ I ’m  th r i l l ed  w i th  how 

“Black ass” to burning books for 
fire, Griffith had plenty to say 
about braving the wilderness of  
Alaska. His stories are chronicled 
in the book “Canyons and Ice: The 
Wilderness Travels of  Dick Griffith”.

Griffith also told a short story 
about being attacked by a fox.

“I knew immediately: I was rabid,” 
Griffith said.  None of  the fox bites 
broke skin and the Alaska Natives told 
him the bites were nothing to worry 
about, according to Griffith.  Despite 
doctors in Anchorage advising him 
to seek treatment, he never did 
receive rabies shots.  “My problem 
was I told people in Anchorage.  

tonight  went ,”  Pr ince  sa id .
“It was superb.  I actually was 

pleasantly surprised,” Nathalie 
Croteau, an audience member, 
said. “I think it brings us back to a 
culture of  storytelling that represents 
and Alaska and it’s native culture.”

Prince closed the event by 
reading a poem he wrote, thanking 
everyone who contributed.  He then 
asked the audience to rise and join 
in singing the Alaska Flag Song.

“That’s what this is about,” 
Prince sa id .   “Shar ing the 
re a l  A l a s k a  w i t h  p e o p l e. ”

MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 30TH

GET INVOLVED
MIRROR MIRROR
RED FLAG CAMPAIGN
PAINT THE U TEAL
SAAW RIBBONS
SIGN THE IT’S ON US PLEDGE
ACROSS CAMPUS EVENTS

FREE SHOWING WITH  

A DISCUSSION FOLLOWING  
WITH HEALTH & COUNSELING  
AND H.O.P.E. SUPPORT GROUP
THE HUNTING GROUND
7PM IN THE HESS REC. CENTER

TUESDAY,  
DECEMBER 1ST

SEXUAL AND ROMANTIC 
HEALTH FAIR 
12PM-3PM IN THE WOOD CENTER

HOSTED BY THE NANOOK DIVERSITY 
AND ACTION COUNCIL (NDAC)  
ALL DONATIONS WILL GO TO THE 

INTERIOR AIDS ASSOCIATION
PANCAKE FUNDRAISER
10PM IN THE HESS REC. CENTER

WEDNESDAY,  
DECEMBER 2ND

GET YOUR TEAL RIBBON  
AND SIGN THE PLEDGE!
MBS RESOURCE TABLING
12PM-2PM IN THE MBS LOBBY

HEALTH & COUNSELING 
RESOURCE TABLING
7PM-9PM IN THE MBS LOBBY

THURSDAY,  
DECEMBER 3RD

GET YOUR TEAL RIBBON  
AND SIGN THE PLEDGE!
MBS RESOURCE TABLING
6PM-8PM IN THE MBS LOBBY

DONATIONS GO TO BENEFIT THE 

INTERIOR ALASKA CENTER FOR  
NON-VIOLENT LIVING
PAINT THE U TEAL 
KARAOKE
8PM-11PM IN THE HESS REC. CENTER

FRIDAY,  
DECEMBER 4TH

GET YOUR TEAL RIBBON  
AND SIGN THE PLEDGE!
DINE49 RESOURCE TABLING
11AM-1PM AT  DINE49

VIDEO GAME NIGHT
6PM-12AM IN THE HESS  REC. CENTER

SUNDAY,  
DECEMBER 6TH

JOIN US AND WEAR YOUR TEAL!
IT’S ON US PHOTOSHOOT
1PM IN FRONT OF THE UAF TIME AND 
TEMPERATURE SIGN 

THE DEPARTMENT OF RESIDENCE LIFE PRESENTS THE 2ND ANNUAL

learn more at 
www.uaf.edu/reslife/saaw

A w a r e n e s s  w e e k
N O V E M B E R  3 0  —  D E C E M B E R  6

Se   ual Assault

IT’S ON

They also were given iPads to take 
pictures with, however the iPads 
quickly became too much of  a 
distraction, according to Green.

Afterward, the children were 
shown the video they recorded to 
prompt a discussion of  what they 
noticed in the forest and what 
they would like learn more about.

The children decided on five 
topics they would like to research: 
rose bushes, forest houses/castles, 
bugs, “x” marks the spot (searching 

roleplaying to collect data acted out 
scenes from the forest by dressing 
up as insects, animals and plants.

Each of  these methods of  data 
collection have different benefits 
and drawbacks,  according to 
Green. For example, the GoPro 
tours provided the perspective 
of  the child and what they see.

“It really puts the perspective 
of  the child’s size and how big 
adults are,” Green said. “You can 
see how the adults tower over 
them. It gives you a view that a 
traditional video method cannot.”

After the children collected 

for “x” shaped branches) and trees.
In order for the children to 

record their data they divided 
themselves up into four groups 
which were GoPro tours, art, 
building models and roleplaying. 
The children were then asked to 
examine whichever topic they chose 
using their type of  data collection.

The children who went on the 
GoPro tours walked around the 
forest documenting their exploration. 
The ones who were using art or 
model building represented their 
observations through their creations. 
Then the children who used 

their data they designed a page to 
go in the research book using paint, 
things they found in the forest and 
pictures that were taken of  them.

When asked about what was 
next in terms of  the research, 
Green said that she wil l  be 
analyzing all the data and looking 
at each particular method in detail.

“I think that it’s important to 
recognize that children are constantly 
constructing their own culture 
and place,” Green said. “Their 
understanding of  the world matters.”

Brent Sass (left), Robert Prince (middle), and Colleen Wood (right) discuss the details of Dark Winter Nights at rehearsal. 
- Mylissa Maclin / Sun Star

Research showcase

Dark Winter Nights

Continued from pg. 1

Continued from pg. 1
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Say "Ah"
Title IX

It’s time to think about 
fighting terrorism 
differently

Donna Patrick 
Associate Nurse Practicioner / Contributor

Josh Hartman / Sun Star
“I would bomb the shit out 

of  ‘em, I would just bomb those 
suckers,” Donald Trump said 
during a speech in Fort Dodge, 
Iowa on Nov. 12. “I’d blow up 
the pipes, I’d blow up every single 
inch. There would be nothing left.”

These words reflect the sentiment 
that many people, world leaders 
included, have about terrorist groups.

The Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS) claimed to be 
responsible for the attack in Paris 
on Nov. 13,  where 129 people 
were killed. Just two days after the 
attack, the President of  France, 
François Hollande, authorized 
extensive bombing of  Al-Raqqah, 
the capital of  the Islamic State.

While the bombing is certainly 
the response that Trump and many 
others would think is the correct 
course of  action, it is hardly an 
effective way of  stopping terrorism.

Similarly, the vow that many U.S. 
governors have made to not accept 
Syrian refugees, a vow which is 
constitutionally unsound, is a further 
detriment to fighting terrorism.

Many people think that religious 
extremism, or in the case of  ISIS, 
Islamic fundamentalism, is the main 
cause of  terrorism. However, there 
is significant data to the contrary.

Research collected by Robert 
Pape, a professor of  political science 
at the University of  Chicago and 
the director of  the Chicago Project 
on Security and Terrorism, paints 
a different picture of  terrorism.

Using data from 343 suicide 
terrorism attacks around the world, 
collected shortly after Sept. 11, 
2001 until 2003, Pape found that 95 
percent of  these attacks were made 
in an attempt to force a democratic 
nation to withdraw it’s military 
occupation from the homeland or 
valued territory of  the terrorists.

This data shows that military 
occupation, more than any other 
factor, influences the perpetuation 
of  terrorism around the world.

The cause behind the attacks 
on Paris and the formation of  ISIS 
is the U.S. military occupation of  
the Middle East, according to Pape.

There have been 784,000 
refugees relocated to the U.S. since 
Sept. 11, 2001. Of  these refugees 
only three have been arrested for 
terrorist activities. None of  the 
three cases showed evidence of  any 
significant threat to the American 
people. This information is from 
the Migration Policy Institute.

Since 1990, not a single refugee 
coming into the U.S. has committed 
any act of  terrorism, according to the 
Department of  Homeland Security.

“Refugees undergo the most 
intensive security screening process 

of  any people allowed to enter the 
U.S.,” Lavinia Limon, from the 
U.S. Committee for Refugees and 
Immigrants, said. “The average 
processing time is two years.”

By stigmatizing Islam and 
refusing to accept Syrian refugees 
the U.S. is doing what a terrorist 
group like ISIS would hope for. 
The whole point of  terrorism 
is to inflict as much damage 
against the recipient as possible 
for the lowest cost to the terrorist.

When the U.S. governors and 
others vilify Muslims and refugees 
they are sowing dissent against 
our own citizens. By discouraging 
Muslims and refugees from 
coming to/ living in the U.S., we 
provide an incentive to go where 
they will be accepted, even if  
that is in an ISIS controlled area.

As we work on dealing with 
ISIS terrorism or any other group, 
it is very important to remember 
to look at the data showing what 
will provide the most effective 
method to solve the issue.

One presidential candidate has a 
solution to ISIS terrorism that would 
be supported by data and history.

“What we need to do is lead 
an international coalition, which 
includes the Muslim nations 
in that region who are going 
to have to fight and defend 
their way of  life,” Vermont 
Senator Bernie Sanders said.

This coalition would allow the 
nations involved to negotiate with 
one another in addition to rooting 
out terrorist funding, providing 
logistical support in the region, 
disrupting online radicalization, 
providing humanitarian relief  
and supporting religious freedom, 
according to Sanders’ website.

A comparable situation occurred 
in the U.K. in the 1970s when 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
was committing acts of  terrorism 
against England. At first the 
British took a militaristic approach 
to fighting the IRA, however 
that just worsened the problem.

The solution didn’t come until 
the 1980s under Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher. Thatcher began 
holding secret discussions with the 
IRA and negotiated a deal giving 
Northern Ireland more political 
autonomy. These negotiations 
effectively ended acts of  terrorism.

It is not that we as a nation 
should give up military action 
entirely, but the time is long 
overdue that we start thinking about 
fighting terrorism in a different way.

Q:  I’ve been hearing a 
lot about Title IX lately. I 
thought it was about women’s
equality in sports programs 
but now I’m hearing that 
it’s the sexual assault law?
A: Title IX of  the education 
amendment  proh ib i t s  ALL 
f o r m s  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n
based on sex in schools that 
receive federal funding. It also 
protects all people from sexual
harassment.  I t  ensures  you 
have the right to learn in 
a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e
you are safe and feel safe.

Q: What is sexual harassment?
A :  S ex u a l  h a r a s s m e n t  i s 
u n w a n t e d  o r  u n w e l c o m e 
behavior of  a sexual nature that
interferes with your abi l i ty 
to go to classes, study, work 
o r  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s ch o o l
act ivi t ies.  I t  i s  a for m of  
s e x  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d 
schools  are responsible for
preventing it. Sexual harassment 
can come from coaches, teachers, 
staff  members, other students 
or anyone else with whom you 
may come in contact with. Both 
men and women can be victims.

Q:  Ho w do  you  dra w 
the line between flirting 
and sexual harassment?
A: Flirting or joking around is 
mutual between two people who feel
comfortable with it .  Sexual 
harassment does not feel like fun. 
It might make you feel scared, 
embarrassed, angry, humiliated, 
trapped, confused and helpless.

Some examples of  sexual 
harassment are: touching, pinching, 
grabbing, sending sexual messages 
such as texts or pictures, writing 
sexual graffiti on bathroom walls, 
suggestive or sexual gestures, jokes, 
verbal comments, pressuring for 
sexual favors, spreading sexual 
rumors, peeping, pulling someones 
clothes off, sexual assault, rape 
and stalking. Stalking is when 
someone follows you everywhere 
you go or they repeatedly text, 
call or email you even after you 
told the person to leave you alone.

Q:What should I do if  I am 
being sexually harassed?
A: If  sexual harassment is ignored, it 
can get worse. If  you feel safe, tell the
person harassing you to knock it off.

G e t  s o m e  h e l p .  Te l l 
someone  l ike  a  f r i end,  a 
counselor or someone you trust.

If  you’ve been assaulted, call 
911 or go to the emergency room 
at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

On campus you can talk to 
one of  the medical providers or a 
counselor at the health center in 
the Whitaker building and it will 
remain completely confidential.

If  you feel more comfortable 
talking with a teacher or someone 
who works on-campus outside of  the 
health center, you should know that 
they are legally obligated to report 
the harassment to the Title IX office 
on campus. This is done for your 
protection and to protect others.

To report sexual harassment you 
can call the Title IX coordinator 
to begin an investigation at 474-
7300 and or call the police to file 
a report. Confidential places to 
call if  you need help are below.

UAF Campus Resource Health 
& Counseling Center;
612 N Chandalar Drive, Fairbanks, 
AK 99775;
Open weekdays, 8 a.m. -5 p.m.; 
Phone: 474-7043

Careline Crisis Intervention
Phone: 907-452-4357
Text ‘4help’ (Fairbanks)
1-877-266-4357

Alaska Native Women 
Coalition
Phone: 907-378-0363

Center for Non-Violent Living
Phone: 907-452-2293

Fairbanks Regional Public 
Health Center
Phone: 452-1776

Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiners or
Sexual Assault Response 
Teams
Phone: 907-458-5221

Tanana Chiefs Conference, 
Family
Centered Service,
Phone: 452-8215

Remember you have a right to 
continue your studies without 
harassment or discrimination. 
And you have the right to get help 
no matter who you are. You have 
the right to help even if  you were 
drunk or high and even if  you were 
underage when drinking. You might 
feel embarrassed or ashamed. 
The natural inclination is to want 
to hide from what has happened 
to you and hope the bad feelings 
inside will go away, but you really 
need to tell someone who can 
help you. Stop blaming yourself  
and get the help you deserve.

A biweekly finacial advice column by Mathew Carrick

What is a credit 
score anyway?

Making ents¢

Much like a seawolf, a credit 
score is something many people are 
passionately concerned about without 
knowing exactly what that means.

Simply put, a credit score is 
a measure of  how you pay your 
debts. It may not be a complete 
picture, but it’s often used by banks, 
landlords and even employers as a 
way to determine reliability. A good 
credit score can help you get better 
and bigger loans, like a mortgage, 
or jobs with financial responsibility.

A credit score can range from 
a terrible 300 to a stellar 850, and 
is influenced by factors like how 

many credit accounts you have—
with more being better—how old 
your average account is—with older 
being better—how frequently you 
pay your bills on time, and so on. 
Generally speaking, being an active 
but responsible and meticulous 
user of  tools like credit cards and 
loans will help raise your score.

Your score is maintained by three 
credit reporting agencies: Equifax, 
Experian and TransUnion. Each may 
have a separate score, but they should 
be similar. These agencies may be 
contacted by authorized individuals 
and organizations who wish to know 
your credit score. Interestingly, 
more checks on your score will 
lower it for a brief  period of  time.

By federal law, you can request 
a free report detailing your score 
and the reasoning behind it. Once a 

year from each of  these companies 
The United States government 
maintains an official website, 
AnnualCreditReport.com, to help 
you through this process. There is 
a myriad free websites that will let 
you check your score frequently, but 
be wary of  potential scams and ads.

So, are you shut out if  you have 
a bad credit score? Not necessarily! 
Most items affecting your credit 
score are removed after seven 
years, so your score will eventually 
recover. If  you think information 
affecting your score might be wrong, 
you can also file a dispute with the 
three credit reporting agencies.

Finally, rest assured that a credit 
score is not a be-all and end-all signifier 
of  who you are: there are many people 
and organizations willing to give you 
a chance without a good score—it 

just might be more difficult for you.
You may find that your 

account comes up as a “thin file,” 
meaning you don’t really have a 
credit history. If  that happens, the 
best plan may be to open a credit 
account such as a loan or credit 
card and to responsibly use it.

You can’t have a credit score 
without a credit history, so opening 
an account like this will help 
establish a track record. Just be 
careful not to get a loan you don’t 
need. I recommend a credit card, 
as most entry-level cards come 
with no fees and often have cash-
back rewards or other incentives 
that make them useful tools.

Overall, your credit score is 
important to consider when planning 
your financial future, but you 
shouldn’t obsess about it. If  you’re 
already practicing good financial 
sense through budgeting, on-time 
bill payments and maintaining 
a low debt balance, you’re on 
your way to a good score already!

Opinion:
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 24
Pub Trivia! Come on down 
for a great time with friends 
and have a beer or two. At 
8:30 p.m. Bring a group and 
battle it out with other groups to be 
named Pub Champion (No crown 
involved). Please drink responsibly.
- Aaron Walling / Advertisement 
Manager

Wednesday / 25
Do you have a complex, time-
consuming, or otherwise difficult-
to-make item that you’re intending 
to bring to Thanksgiving dinner? 
Consider starting that today. 
My brother and I make a sourdough-
applesauce-whole wheat bread (that 
has since evolved to include beer and 
honey) that is particularly frustrating 
to bake, to such an extreme that 
our friends joke that the tears shed 
during its creation are one of  the 
key ingredients. That’s going in the 
oven Wednesday–we’ll probably 
make another sourdough starter 
the day before because we can 
barely keep ourselves alive, much 
less an edible yeast colony. Try to 
do your grocery shopping earlier in 

the week, though, because it’s sure 
to be a madhouse out there today! 
-Spencer Tordoff / Web Editor

Thursday / 26
THANKSGIVING!!!!! Take the 
time off of  school to relax and eat a 
lot! If  you aren’t home, there’s still 
plenty to do in Fairbanks, such as 
the Art Department’s presentation 
of  Amara Simmons’ BFA 
Exhibition going on all day in the art 
gallery. -Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Friday / 27
There’s a Holiday Bazaar going 
on at Pioneer Park at 12 p.m.! 
If  you like looking for unique and 
interesting Holiday gifts, this might 
be a good place to check out.  Perhaps 
look for something for a friend, a 
family member or a significant other.  
I tend to think of  this time of  year as 
a time for giving thanks, obviously, 
but I also like to think of  it as a time 
for giving, period.  My advice is to 
use this Black Friday to consider 
others: specifically the people you care 
about. -Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Saturday / 28
If  you’re ready to throw yourself  
headfirst into Christmasy nonsense 
mere days after Thanksgiving, starting 
Nov. 28 is the “Christmas in 
Ice” event, an ice park located next to 
the Santa Claus house in North Pole. 
It will have all of  the usual mazes, 
slides, and ice sculptures to check out. 
Alternatively, if  you’re not ready to give 
up the Thanksgiving spirit you could 
always stay home and gorge yourself  
on pie. Guess which one I’ll be doing! 
-Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Monday / 30
Get over that bout of  holiday-self-
indulgance-induced food coma (be it 
from turkey, tofurky, or otherwise) by 
learning a new martial art (for only 
$7)! Every Monday night at 6:30 
p.m. the Shoryukan Dojo hosts 
aikido lessons with Sensei James 
Fish at Artisan’s Courtyard 
(right down College from 
campus). Please feel free to call 
(907) 388-8375 for more information.
-Lida Zakurdaew / Distribution 
Manager

Naturally Perspiring By  Mason Schoemaker
With contributions from Molly Putman

This week’s ‘Nook on the street 
was Megan Bennett / Sun Star

‘Nook on the Street
This week we asked students how they spend their Thanksgivings

"Never really celebrated it. I just hang 
out with my mom and we spend the 
day playing video games." 
- Cassie Galasso, Natural 
Resource Management

"It’s always the same. We have the 
same group of  friends over. Its real 
traditional with the family." 
- Shane Ohms, Civil 
Engineering

“Being at my grandparents’ house on 
the ranch” 
- Joshua Poe, Undeclared

“I’m going to Barrow for Thanksgiving 
to spend it with my mom and family.” 
- Janae Panamarioff, 
Elementary Education

“Sitting down and watching football 
with my dad after dinner.” 
- William Paneak, Business 
Administration

“I guess when I went abroad because 
no one celebrated it. We took our host 
parents in France to an American 
program to show them the culture. 
They thought it was bizarre and they 
hate it.” 
- Tabitha Rogers, French and 
Japanese Studies

Are you the person that Mr. 
Rodgers would be proud of ?

Yik Yak of  the week is a lie unless 
they republish the dank memes 
people post too.

Printer’s ink is made from unicorn 
blood. That’s why it’s so expensive 
and is the reason why we don’t see 
unicorns out in the wild. WAKE 
UP AMERICA!

The Sun Star is riff raff.

I got 4 girl’s numbers today! I love 
group projects!

Hope my weed guy is doing Black 
Friday sales next week.

The first thing I hope to see on sale 
for Black Friday is tuition.

Holy f***ing s*** f*** I need 
autostart.

Thank you, kind stranger, for 
handing me toilet paper under the 
door when I was in need. You are 
the hero Skarland deserves.

My Fallout character eats people 
and lives in a nuclear wasteland 
and still has better luck with women 
than I ever will.

God: “I’ve made man-kind.” 
Angel: “You f***ed up a perfectly 
good monkey is what you did. Look 
at it. It’s got anxiety.”

Whenever a girl says she has a 
surprise for me, I always think “I 
hope it’s sex... or a pony. I’ll bet it’s 
sex, ‘cause I don’t see a pony.”

If  I had a nickel for everytime I 
got kicked off the wifi here, I think 
I could finish the engineering 
building.

Study tip: laminate your notes. 
The tears will roll right off and not 
smudge them.

Last week on 
Yik Yak

Yik Yak is a social media app that 
allows people anonymously to create 
and view “Yaks” within a 5-mile radius. 
These Yaks are selected  and compiled 
by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Going home to be with family

... and not going anywhere
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THINK BIG!

Register for sprinG BeGinninG Nov. 23

When you choose online classes, 
remember; you have options! 

1 (877) 262-0330   |   www.kpc.alaska.edu
Located in Soldotna, Homer, Anchorage, Seward, & online

The University of Alaska is an AA/EEO employer and educational institution

Kenai Peninsula College is a UA leader in distance 
education. Are you looking for a great online learning 
experience? Do you need more classes to choose from 

to graduate on time?

At KPC, you won’t get lost in your online class. The max class size at KPC is 30 
students. KPC prides itself on offering high quality classes, taught by instructors 

who are trained in distance delivery. Many KPC courses are Quality Matters 
(QM) certified. QM classes must pass a rigorous quality assurance review.

Not all online classes are created equal.

Kenai Peninsula College
University of AlAskA AnchorAge


