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Two tsunami disasters in 2004 
and 2011 have left a large impact 
according the Science for Alaska: 
2016 lectures website. Even people 
who live inland should know about 
the dangers of  tsunamis, because 
many of  Alaska’s largest cities are 
on the coast, according to Elena 
Suleimani, a research analyst 
at UAF’s Geophysical Institute.

This is the premise of  the lecture 
to be given by Suleimani, for the 
Science for Alaska Series. She will be 
presenting “Tsunamis: how nature 
keeps surprising scientists,” which will 
be held at the Westmark Fairbanks 
Hotel’s Gold room on Feb. 2 at 7 p.m. 

Suleimani is currently working 
on a project called Alaska Tsunami 
Inundation Mapping. This project 
is to visit coastal communities 
all over Alaska and create maps 
of  how far flooding will occur in 
the event of  a tsunami. Alaska 
has the greatest potential for 
earthquakes and tsunamis in the U.S., 
according to the project’s website.

“We cannot yet predict the next 
tsunami is going to happen, but 
at the same time we can prepare 
and educate the population,” 
Suleimani said in an interview 
on Jan. 27. “This can save lives.” 

Suleimani will be presenting 
her research in addition to some 
basic physics of  tsunami waves 
and information about recent 
disasters caused by tsunamis.

The Science for Alaska Lecture 
series is a public outreach event 
sponsored by the Geophysical Institute.

ASUAF President Mathew Carrick 
addressed UA System President 
Johnsen’s “Strategic Pathways 
Model,” which would streamline 
degree offerings at UA campuses, 
at the Jan. 31 ASUAF senate 
meeting.  ASUAF has maintained 
a position in favor of  horizontal 
cuts, according to Carrick, which 
would universities and departments, 
rather than implementing vertical 
cuts, which would eliminate entire 
departments and areas of  study.

The Strategic Pathways model 
falls into the latter category, as it 
would likely result in the promotion of  
STEM degree paths at UAF and the 
elimination of  liberal arts programs, 
which would be emphasized at 
other UA campuses where those 
fields are already a primary focus.

“Each of  the three universities 
will focus their research, teaching, and 
outreach activities on that university’s 
unique set of  strengths, capabilities, 
advantages, and opportunities,” 
Johnsen wrote in a Jan. 25 email 
address to the UA community.  “Each 
university will serve as a ‘lead campus’ 
in its areas of  focus for the UA system.”

This plan has been under 
consideration for some time.

“We can’t have two of  [the 
Geophysical Institute], right?” 
Johnsen said in an October interview. 
“We really don’t need, we can’t afford, 
additional graduate programs in 
areas where we already have one.” 

The Board of  Regents (BOR) 
discussed and unanimously approved 
a move forward on this plan during 
their Anchorage retreat Jan. 21-22.

Carrick is working to secure 
meetings concerning the proposed 
changes with university officials, 
i n c lud in g  Joh ns en ,  In t e r im 
Chancellor Mike Powers and 
Vice Chancellor Mike Sfraga. 

UAF scientist maps 
potential tsunami 
damage in Alaska

ASUAF president 
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UA streamline plan

Josh Hartman
Sun Star

Danny Fisher
Editor-in-Chief

Aaron Walling
Sun Star

Spencer Tordoff
Web Editor

The Nanooks men’s basketball 
squad brought out the fire power in 
a back-and-forth matchup with the 
Saints of  Saint Martin’s after laying a 
dud against Seattle Pacific.  This win 
over the Saints has put the Nanooks in 
a tie for fourth in the standings of  the 
Great Northwest Athletic Conference 
w i t h  We s t e r n  Wa s h i n g t o n .

Before you get to the good, you 
must experience the bad and the 

Nanooks went through it after a 
disastrous game against Seattle Pacific 
Falcons, where they shot only 38 
percent from the field. The Falcons 
dominated the Nanooks in facet of  
the game, from offense to defense, 
the Nanooks had no answer to them.  

“We really dug ourselves a hole 
in the first half,” Head Coach Mick 
Durham said after the game. “We 
just weren’t very good, but give 
[Seattle Pacific] credit. They shot it 
extremely well during the first half. 

Offense comes alive 
for the Nanooks

Continued “Basketball” pg. 3
Continued “UA streamlining” 
pg. 4

Continued “Wood Center” pg. 3

UAF Junior, Bangaly Kaba strides down the court with the ball and finishes with a layup 
against Seattle Pacific University. The final score of the game was 69-79 Seattle Pacific Univer-
sity on Thursday, Jan 28 2016. Max Mckernan/Sun Star

Plans to move the bookstore into the Wood Center and renovate the old upstairs coffee shop to make way for a technology store and help desk 
are under consideration. - Sarah Manriquez/ Photo Editor

Feasibility study will determine fate of Wood Center

Plans  for  new Of f ice  of  
Information Technology and UAF 
Bookstore outlets in Wood Center 
are on hold until a feasibility study 
is completed, according to Ali 
Knabe, UAF Executive Officer for 
University and Student Advancement.

“We have competing interests 
in space in Wood Center,” Knabe 
said. “To be fiscally responsible, 
we need to make sure that things 
are going to areas that make the 
most sense and cost the least.”

The study was commissioned 
when it was learned that tentative 
plans for the OIT tech store would 
result in potential water and power 
issues in other areas of  the building.

“That’s when I said ‘stop,’” 
Knabe said. “We have to have a 
more cohesive plan going forward.”

Most aspects of  the bookstore 
move—including the cost—remain 
undetermined at this time, but it 
is likely on the shortest timetable, 
as the the store’s owners, Follett 
Corporation, requested a new location 

during their contract negotiations.
“If  that  penci l s  out  and 

i s  a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  b o t h 
Follett and UAF, we may see 
movement there,” Knabe said.

UAF Bookstore Manager Matt 
Erskin was unwilling to comment on 

the store’s relocation, but indicated 
that an agreement was not imminent.

One possible outcome for the 
relocation of  the bookstore would 
take over space from ASUAF, as well 
as the current games and bowling 
areas of  Wood Center. Were this 

to occur, student government 
offices would be moved into the 
space vacated by the bookstore in 
Constitution Hall—an area that is 
currently without elevator service.

Editorial: Don’t let Wood Center fall prey to “fires of commerce”         pg. 4
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The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and/ or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Welfare Check

1/18/2016 3:14 p.m. - A UAF 
graduate student who was living 
at Wickersham over the break was 
thought to be missing and a welfare 
check was requested. As students 
started to arrive for the spring semester 
they noticed the room he stayed in still 
contained all his things yet he was no 
where to be seen.  Officers investigated 
Dec. 28.  A subsequent use of  his 
credit card in Seattle was discovered.  
The student is still listed as missing 
but officers feel confident with their 
findings that he just moved.  His 
things left behind will be boxed up.

Domestic Disturbance

1/19/2016 9:51 p.m. - A vehicle 
window being kicked out by a 14-year-
old girl was the result of  a mother-
daughter dispute in Signers parking 
lot.  The girl threw keys at her mother 
and hit an officer as she was being 
detained.  The girl is a prior runaway 
whose mother was concerned she 
was getting into alcohol and drugs 
with her older boyfriend. Officers 

were able to find a resolution of  the 
night when a family friend agreed 
to take responsibility for the girl.

Burglary

1/20/2016 2:13 p.m. - A burglary 
impacted several business on Geist 
Road, including the University office.  
The Development and Alumni 
Relations office reported laptops and 
a safe were stolen.  Also hit during 
the spree were Shogun Japanese 
Restaurant and a coffee shop.  The 
case is being handled by Alaska State 
Troopers. The investigation is ongoing.

MVA

1/21/2016 1:50 p.m. - An accident 
at the West Ridge Research Building 
left one car with no damage while 
another will cost between $1,000-
$1,500 to repair. The first vehicle 
took a corner too sharp, forcing 
another vehicle to attempt to dodge 
the oncoming car.  The evading car 
was unsuccessful in avoiding the 
the first vehicle and was hit on the 
passenger side door.  No injuries 
were reported. Officers took pictures 
and assisted the two individuals in 
filing a motor vehicle accident form.

1/22/2016 6:06 p.m. - Officers 
on their way home observed a two-
vehicle accident at Lazalle and 
Service Roads.  A GMC truck hit 
the front quarter panel of  a sedan 
after missing a 90 degree turn.  The 
GMC sustained no damage, and 
the sedan’s damage is estimated at 
$1,000. No injuries were reported 
and the information was called in to 
the Fairbanks Police Department.  
Both participants were informed how 
to file out forms and report to FPD.

DUI

1/22/2016 2:51 a.m. - Driver 
Charles S. Topkok, 49, of  Fairbanks,  
was observed speeding and losing 
control of  his blue Subaru Outback 
while taking a left turn, causing the 
vehicle to fishtail.  He was pulled 
over on the Mitchell Expressway and 
subsequently failed all administered 
field sobriety tests. Topkok admitted 
to having two glasses of  wine prior 
to driving but initially refused to 
blow in the portable breath test 
machine.  He was then taken to 
the station and blew a .115 on the 
breathalyzer.  Topkok was arrested, 
charged with a DUI and taken to 

Fairbanks Correctional Center.

Suspicious Circumstances

1/19/2016 6:12 p.m. - A call 
came into the station from a female 
claiming a suspicious man had 
approached her at the Nenana lot 
bus hut, making her uncomfortable.  
The woman said the man told her 
he was from Trinidad, talked about 
drugs and alcohol and was looking 
for black market moonshine.  She felt 
he was hitting on her as well.  Both 
left the bus hut and went to their 
separate cars where the woman called 
police.  The police were unable to 
locate anyone fitting that description.

Drugs

1/23/2016 12:59 a.m. - Officers 
patrolling the North upper dorms 
parking lot observed a parked car 
with several individuals inside and 
a marijuana grinder on the dash.  
Officers seized three marijuana pipes, 
marijuana and the grinder.  All the 
individuals were released save one who 
was turned over to her RD for policy 
violations. Another of  the individuals 
was banned from UAF for six months.

Heather Penn
Sun Star

Matt Mertes
Sun Star

Present: Ivik Henry, Benjamin 
Anderson-Agimuk, Cordero Reid, 
Johnathan Quiñones, Brandon Blum, 
Sabrina Martin, Ryan Cain, Diane 
Murph

Absent Excused: Zachary White

Haley  Heni f f ,  a  s tudent 
ambassador, gave a speech on the 
photo project “Guarded,” which she 
wants to see brought to UAF, at this 
week’s ASUAF meeting. The photo 
gallery is the brainchild of  Taylor 
Yocum and KT Hawbaker of  the 
University of  Iowa. The project is a 
showcase of  the defensive weapons 
students felt they needed to feel safe on 
the University of  Iowa campus. Heniff 
feels, with all the effort put forth by 
the administration of  UAF on the 
Title IX debate, this would be a great 

way to represent the willingness of  the 
students to call for a change in attitude.

Heniff  already has support 
from the Women’s Center for 
bringing the artists here. They 
have pledged an amount of  $2,000 
to help bring the project to UAF. 

Heniff  asked the senate to 
approve expediting the bill. Her 
reason for doing this is to try and 
raise student awareness of  the show 
and to provide funds to both Yocum 
and Hawbaker to help support them 
on their long trip away from home.

“I am in complete support 
of  this project,” Senator Diane 
Murph said. “I think it’s really, 
actually, important that ASUAF 
supports this because we’re here 
for the students and I think the 
students would be interested in this.”

The comments by Murph 
summed up the opinions of  ASUAF 
senators. The only cause for concern 
was not taking the appropriate time 
to make sure the proposed budget 

was not being over-funded. President 
Mathew Carrick urged patience.

“I really do like this idea and 
this project, I want to thank you 
for the detail here, with the budget, 
I really like that, however I don’t 
think it’s appropriate to expedite this 
here at this meeting,” Carrick said.

His main concern was, having just 
seen the proposed budget, the senate 
did not have enough time to fully 
consider the fiscal impact of  the bill.

“I think it’s very important 
to take enough time to look over 
everything. I don’t anticipate there 
being any problems with these people 
and I’m not questioning [Heniff] 
trying to push through something 
inappropriate,” Carrick said. “ I think 
as stewards of  the students money 
it’s vital for us to have that chance.”

The proposed budget  o f  
$2,484.50 would be for advertising 
for the art show and per diem for the 
two artists Yocum and Hawbaker. 

Appointments
The senate also invited two new 

senators into their ranks at the meeting. 
Senator Joseph Degraft-Amanfu, born 
in Ghana, West Africa, is obtaining his 
second bachelors degree. This time his 
major is Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security. His first degree 
was in Mathematics from Towson 
University, where he graduated with 
honors. He currently works for the 
TSA and is planning on joining a 
federal service after he graduates.

Senator Ivik Henry, born in 
Kotzebue, Alaska was also sworn in 
at the meeting. Currently majoring in 
Justice and minoring in Iñupiaq, he 
has participated in Student Council, 
National Honors Society and Youth 
Leaders all through high school. 
His plan after graduation is to go 
into service with the U.S. Marshals.

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  5 : 2 4  p . m .

The Sun Star  welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 250 words. Please 
include the author’s full name 
and contact information (phone, 
e-mail or address).  E-mail your 
letters to editor@uafsunstar.com. 
Letters must be received by 5 p.m. 
Friday in order to be run in the 
next issue.  All letters are subject to 
editing for brevity and grammar.

Letters to the Editor
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Student requests ASUAF funding for 'Guarded' art show
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The top four highest grossing 
Alaskan-owned companies are 
all Alaska Native Corporations. 
The lead is Arctic Slope Regional 
Corporation with $2.5 billion in 
gross revenue, according to Alaska 
Business Monthly. The corporations 
s e l f - re por t  th i s  in for mat ion 
to Alaska Business  Monthly.

To learn more about the history 
of  the Alaska Native Corporations 
and the ANCSA, the Great Alaskan 
Accounting People, a student 
organization at UAF, is sponsoring 
a seminar on the topic. This event 

Second half  was 
more of  ourselves. 

We are going to stay 
positive, and focus on 

the second half  and build 
off  of  that. We ran into a team 
we beat last time on their home 
court, and they were determined 

to get us back, and they did.”
With that ,  the Nanooks 

turned in one of  their best team 
performances of  the season against 
the Saints, shooting 49 percent from 
the field and dropping 17 assists. 
The Nanooks came out to play in 

an 85-77 win to put them to 14-6 
overall record on the year. They 

had three players score over 10 
points, and with seniors Travante 

Williams and Almir Hadzisehovic 
scoring over 20 points each, the 
Nanooks were efficient on offense.

“That was a good win for us,” 
Durham said. “I knew it wasn’t going 
to be easy and it wasn’t.” “We got 
some separation from them in the 
second half, but they are a dangerous 
team that can shoot the three, and 
they kept coming back. It was good 
for us to get this win, especially 
after playing Western Oregon and 
Seattle Pacific in back-to-back games. 
This will be good for us as we move 
onto our four-game road trip.”

will take place on Wednesday, Feb. 4 
in Murie Auditorium. The seminar 
starts at 6 p.m. but there will be 
light refreshments starting at 5 p.m.

Alaska Native Corporations 
are part of  the regional and village 
corporations created by the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act 
(ANCSA). ANCSA was passed 
in 1971 and signed by President 
Nixon. The act gave Alaska Natives 
back 44 million acres of  land and 
paid $962.5 million to compensate 
for the land that the State kept.

T h e re  a r e  1 2  r e g i o n a l 
corporations that encompass the state 
of  Alaska in addition to over 200 
village corporations. There is also 

“We know we can’t relocate 
and increase traf f ic  in that 
area without addressing that 
acce s s  i s sue,”  Knabe  sa id .

According to Knabe, Follett 
would not pick up any of  the costs 
associated with ASUAF’s relocation, 
but suggested Facilities Services 
might have funds available for 
accessibility improvements. She 
described the funding situation as a 
“piecemeal approach,” but indicated 
that no move would occur if  funding 
couldn’t be secured in advance.

“If  it’s determined that the new 
bookstore would...[displace] ASUAF, 
then [there] would have to have 
the plan and the money in place to 
make those improvements,” said 
Knabe. “It all has to work together.”

In all of  the bookstore relocation 
plans, the Wood Center bowling 
alley is very likely to be removed, 
according to Knabe, as it’s not 
widely used and falling into disrepair.

“People love [the bowling alley]. 
It’s a great thing to have on campus,” 
Knabe said. “But the reality of  it is that 
we need to invest to keep it going, or do 
something different [with the space].”

Former ASUAF senator and 
current KSUA General Manager 
Mickey Zakurdaew opposes the 
remodeling plans and notes that 
the current student government 
offices were created by an act 
of  the Alaska state legislature.

“ T h e  h a r d e s t  t o  r e a d 
plaque... is the one that matters 
the  most ,”  sa id  Zakurdaew, 
indicating a plaque hanging in the 
ASUAF that describes the event.

Zakurdaew was made aware of  
the retail plans for Wood Center when 
Vice Chancellor Mike Sfraga visited 
an ASUAF Senate hearing. At the 
hearing, Sfraga outlined other desired 
changes for Wood Center, including 
a possible remodel of  the UAF Pub.

Knabe also confirmed that 
Sfraga has had “a lot to do” with 
retail plans for the campus center.

Zakurdaew fears that with a shift 
toward retail, Wood Center will no 
longer be a social center for UAF.

“If  you’re just gonna put stores 
everywhere, what’s the point of  
students coming here?” Zakurdaew 
said. “[It’ll just be] a warm building to 
walk through on your way to class so 
you can look at things you can’t afford.”

a thirteenth corporation for Native 
Alaskans living outside of  Alaska.

There wil l  be four guest 
speakers: Mark Hamilton, Garry 
Hutchison, Daniel Mitchell and 
Charlene Ostbloom. The speakers 
are from Arctic Slope Regional 
Corporation, “Kohler, Schmitt 
& Hutchinson PC”,  KPMG 
and Doyon Limited respectively. 
These businesses are accounting 
firms and Native Corporations.

T h e  G r e a t  A l a s k a n 
Accounting People’s objective is 
to develop accounting students 
into “confident and qualified” 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c c o u n t a n t s .

The second half  was important, 
but it was the buzzer-beater three 
from Zach Pederson for the Nanooks 
was the important play to the game 
at the end of  the first half  to put 

them up 43-40 at halftime. This 
gave them the needed momentum 
to take the game into the second 
half  and dominate the Saints.

Students learn business skills 
from Alaska Native Corporations
Josh Hartman
Sun Star

Statewide Regional Corporations
Alaska Native Regional Corporation Boundary

Basketball

Wood Center

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Joe Slocum drives the ball through Seattle Pacific University’s defense to the hoop on 
Thursday, Jan. 28 2016. - Max Mckernan / Sun Star

UAF senior 
Travante 

Williams shoots 
a two pointer 
against Seattle 

Pacific University. Travante 
scored a total of 19 points on 

Thursday, January 28th 2016. The 
final score of the game was 79- 69 

Seattle Pacific University. 
- Max Mckernan / Sun Star
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A biweekly finacial advice column by Mathew Carrick

How much are 
brand names 
worth?

Making ents¢

Every time we go to the store, 
we’re confronted with choices 
between high-end brand names 
and “value” off-brand items. (My 
personal favorite: Cheerios vs. 
“toasted cereal rings.”) Is paying the 
extra few dollars for a name brand 
worth it? Does spending such small 
chunks of  change really add up?

From a purely cost-based view, 
buying name brands is simply not 
worth the added expense, especially 
for everyday staples like cereal. 

Let’s say it costs around $4.60 
for our favorite brand of  cereal, 
“Super Fun Breakfast Bits,” from 
your favorite company and $2.90 
for value brand (fairly realistic 
numbers). The generic box will cost 
about 63 percent of  the name brand.

For such small amounts, it 

Recently, details have emerged 
about a pair of  long-rumored 
plans to expand retail space in 
Wood Center. These ideas for the 
future of  our student center have 
me thinking of  a scene from “Lord 
of  the Rings: The Two Towers,” 
wherein the evil wizard Saruman 
speaks in sweeping tones about the 
“fires of  industry” while the existing 
landscape of  Isengard is torn 
apart to facilitate manufacturing.

Completed in 1972 and named 
for UA’s fourth president, Wood 
Center is rich with character in 
no small part due to its many 
peculiarities. According to university 
documentation, the center “was 

doesn’t matter much if  you buy 
“Super Fun Breakfast Bits” every once 
in a while instead of  “Pretty Great 
Early Mealtime Pieces.” Chances are, 
though, you won’t buy cereal just once 
this semester—and almost certainly 
not just once this year. If  you buy a box 
of  cereal once a week for fifty weeks, 
buying value brand will save you $85, 
and that’s almost half  a textbook!

Apply this thinking to other 
things—pantry staples, restaurants, 
clothing and pharmaceuticals—
and you’re facing a hefty 
difference. This makes buying off-
brand a great opportunity to 
set aside some extra cash!

But wait, aren’t name brands more 
expensive for a reason? Oftentimes, 
name brand and value brand products 
are nearly identical (especially in 
pharmaceuticals, which are frequently 
exact duplicates with different prices).

There are some exceptions to 
this rule, like “creme-filled chocolate 
sandwich cookies,” but value brands 
are not usually distinguishable to 
even the most refined palate. In fact, 
a recent study by Bronnenberg et 
al. at Brown University found that 

designed by a UA alumnus to provide 
students with an antidote to cabin 
fever.” The central “stairs to nowhere” 
were built to accommodate a third 
floor, which was scrapped due to issues 
with permafrost after the stairs were in 
place. According to one of  my favorite 
campus myths, the windows that top 
Wood Center’s distinctive, monolithic 
ceiling were meant to bring in the 
scarce sunlight of  winter months, 
but due to a misread blueprint, they 
point west, bringing in almost none.

These elements, which some 
might view as flaws, combine to make 
our student center charming and 
homey. It’s retained more or less the 
same feeling since I was a kid, sent into 
the arcade with a handful of  change 
to keep me occupied while my dad 
worked on his master’s thesis. Wood 
Center is, I can say without hesitation, 
my favorite building on campus.

But time and progress march 
on. Though the center maintains 
its charm for now, change is in 
the air. The building’s expansion, 
finished just last year, offers dining 
services and a coffee shop, replacing 
the old Lola Tilly Commons. (The 
expansion is also, notably, not owned 
by UAF; we’re leasing the building 

pharmacists, professional chefs 
and other industry insiders tend 
to prefer generic value options!

If  you’re still not convinced, try 
doing a blind test between generic 
and name-brand products. If  you 
can’t tell the difference, aim for the 
cheaper of  the two options! Even 
if  the price happens to be similar, 
pennies add up to dollars and 
dollars add up to serious savings.

Now, I’m not a generic brand 
zealot: it is important to vet products 
and make sure you’re not getting a 
product that’s truly poorly made (e.g., 
the cheapest available toilet paper). 
But even then, the second-cheapest 
option will often still carry significant 
savings without any large tradeoff.

The biggest component of  price 
for most name brand products is 
the marketing put into making 
them seem more high-quality, not 
special processes or ingredients 
used to make them fancier. So 
next time you go shopping, 
think about buying generic!

back from its financiers, Community 
Properties Alaska, Inc., for the 
foreseeable future.) The Office of  
Information Technology has detailed 
plans for a new technology retail 
outlet and help desk in the area that 
was Wood Center’s previous coffee 
shop – a space was once set aside 
to be the offices of  this newspaper.

The newest plans under 
consideration concern the campus 
bookstore, presently operated by a 
branch of  the textbook wholesaler 
Follett Corporation. Seeking a more 
desirable retail space, the company 
intends to move their retail outlet 
from its current Constitution Hall 
location into Wood Center. These 
plans would, at the very least, 
displace the venerable bowling area. 
At most? ASUAF and the games 
area will have to move as well.

Perhaps I’m old fashioned, but 
I believe a student center is a space 
meant to cater primarily to students 
rather than commercial interests. 
Though jokesters on Yik Yak may find 
it a distasteful comparison, consider 
UAA’s Student Union Facility. Their 
structure includes offices and meeting 
rooms for their student government, 
the headquarters of  their student 

newspaper and even a remote 
DJ booth for their student radio 
station. Commercial interests 
are not excluded by any means 
and a variety of  retail options 
are available in the building, but 
student interests are front and 
center. Meanwhile, at UAF, two 
of  our student governance groups 
already operate outside the student 
center, and the one remaining inside 
may soon be ushered out the door.

Student centers should, by 
definition, provide the tuition-
paying public with facilities which 
cater to their activities and interests. 
Although retail space is a vital part 
of  that mission, it is by no means 
the primary element. But in times of  
budgetary crisis, an administrative 
focus on fiscal solvency can cause 
leadership to lose sight of  the 
importance of  dedicated, student-
oriented space on campus. UAF’s 
administration should remain 
vigilant, even in these trying times, to 
ensure that the ‘fires of  commerce’ 
do not burn away the the student-
focused charm of  our Wood Center.

Editorial: Don't let Wood Center fall prey to "fires of commerce"

Spencer Tordoff / Web Editor
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Carrick still prefers horizontal 
cut strategies and has a number 
of  concerns about the affects 
streamlining would have on students 
and univer s i ty  communi t ie s.

He cited art and theater in 
Fairbanks, where the university 
programs are intertwined with 
other organizations in town, as 
an example of  how these changes 
might have a negative impact.

“UAF Theatre and arts is 
really the heart of  the Fairbanks 
theater  community,”  Carr ick 
sa id .   “The  Fa i rbanks  ar t 
community would be hurt by 
shifting arts programs to Juneau.”

Removing redundant programs 
would also reduce opportunity for 
degree paths to offer perspective 
unique to location, according to 
Carrick.  Fairbanks, Anchorage 
and Juneau all have degree paths 
that offer study of  public policy 
and each university gives specific 
context for those studies based 
on what is going on in the region.  
If  only one university were to 
offer studies in the field, Carrick 
said, perspectives would be lost.

Decreasing the study options at 
each university will also eliminate 
the ability of  many students to 
attend a university in or near their 

hometown in order to save money, 
Carrick said, if  they have to go to 
a different campus to pursue an 
education in their preferred subject.

“For me, Fairbanks is the right 
university,” Carrick said.  “But for 
others, Juneau is the right university, 
or Anchorage is the right university.”

S t r e a m l i n i n g  w i l l  t a k e 
a w a y  s t u d e n t s ’  c h o i c e  i n 
w h e r e  t h ey  g o ,  h e  s a i d .

The Strategic Pathways Model 
puts an emphasis on e-learning 
options, according to Johnsen’s email 
address. This is another point of  
contention for Carrick, who questions 
the value of  distance education 
as a primary source of  learning.

Carrick is not convinced that 
alternatives to vertical cuts have 
been appropriately considered.  He 

and ASUAF supported a 9 percent 
increase in tuition last semester, 
although the Board of  Regents 
ultimately settled on a 5 percent raise.

“I have absolute respect for 
the administration and leaders 
at UAF and on each individual 
campus, but I don’t think this is 
necessarily justified yet,” Carrick said.

The BOR will continue to refine 
and draft the framework for the 
Strategic Pathways Model, which 
will be discussedw along with a 
timeline for implementation, at the 
February BOR meeting.  A working 
document wil l  be maintained 
and posted on the BOR website.

The presentat ion  o f  the 
s t reaml in ing  p lan  wi l l  take 
place Feb. 18-19 in Fairbanks.

UA streamlining
Continued from page 1
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Sun Star Picks: 
UAF and community events

The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the 
choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 2
Those of  you who are hella hardcore 
about fitness might want to head to 
the Student Recreation Center 
at 5:30 p.m. for High Intensity 
Interval Training. It’s free for 
students or anyone else with a 
membership, and will evidently work 
you to the “point beyond where your 
body wants to quit.” Yikes. If  you’re 
not hardcore, but still into fitness and 
can swim I recommend going to 
the Patty pool anytime between 
9 a.m. and 1:30 p.m and swimming 
a few laps. Also the locker rooms have 
a sauna! -Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Wednesday / 3
The UAF Frozen Lenses 
Photography Club meets from 
1 - 2p.m. in room 106 in the 
Bunnell Building. The club is really 
active and has all kinds of  fun demos, 
interesting discussion topics and 
cool trips planned for the semester 
at hand. If  you’re into photography 
and wanting to get involved with a 
community of  photographers to learn 
from and grow with then this is the 
group for you. We look forward to 
seeing you there! -Sarah Manriquez / 
Photo Editor

Thursday / 4
What do you have going on this 
Thursday evening? Well, whatever 
it is, you should get your groove on 
in the Wood Center instead, because 
there will be free dancing and dance 
lessons! Come join Latin Dance 
Club and learn not just Latin dances. 
Latin Dance Club meets every 
Thursday at 7 p.m. downstairs 
in the Wood Center between the 
bowling alley and the pub. And if  
you’re not ready to get jiggy, you can 
always stop by the pub, too (if  you’re 
21+). -Lida Zakurdaew / Distribution 
Manager

Friday / 5
Pride Night with DJ Pika is 
taking over The Pub at 9 p.m. 
Friday. Costumes are encouraged, 
and the event’s theme seems to fall 
somewhere between “Gay Pride” and 
“Valentine’s Day.” Frankly, though I 
like those ideas, neither really resonate 
with me specifically. Then again, we 

know that there’s beer at The Pub, 
and the event promises dance music 
and go-go dancers. Those items sound 
like something I’d be much more 
likely to check out, as I often crave 
alcohol, rhythmic flailing and flesh—
often at the same time. -Spencer Tordoff 
/ Web Editor

Saturday / 6
Have you ever felt the cold grip of  
someone else rooting around in your 
head?  Would you like to?  Hypnotist 
and mentalist, Sean Bott, is 
coming to Hess Rec from 9-10:30 
p.m.  Of  course, if  you’re more 
like me and less likely to volunteer 
in any large social gathering where 
someone is professing the ability to 
look inside your brain, it would still be 
an interesting event to observe.  You 
might be witness to some interesting 
feats. -Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Sunday / 7
It has finally come upon us. It’s 
Super Bowl Sunday, pinning the 
Carolina Panthers and the Denver 
Broncos. Get excited for the final 
game of  the NFL season in what 
should be spectacle to behold at 
2:30 p.m. in the Hess rec. Could 
this be Broncos’ quarterback Peyton 
Manning last run? Will Cam Newton 
lead the Panthers to their first Super 
Bowl win? Find out on Sunday. -Aaron 
Walling / Advertising Manager

Monday / 8
<snark>Oh, was the Super Bowl 
yesterday?  I hadn’t noticed...</
snark>  If  the amount of  sunshine 
we Alaskans experience increases, 
you might find yourself  feeling more 
energetic and looking for something 
active to do.  Try to break free 
while it’s bright out and go for 
a ski in the lovely weather - the 
weatherman says it’s supposed to be 
warm all week!

If  the mid-teens isn’t quite warm 
enough for you, perhaps you could 
take up swing dancing.  Beginning 
lessons are being held at 
Jazzercise Fitness Center 7-8 
p.m.  Students can purchase five 
classes for $30, which is half  off the 
full price for adults.  I might try to talk 
my honey into this one -Danny Fisher / 
Editor-in-Chief

By  Mason Schoemaker

This week’s ‘Nook on the 
street was compiled by Sarah 

Manriquez / Sun Star

‘Nook on the Street
This week we asked students: “What are your thoughts on UA President Johnsen’s ‘Stategic pathways 
model’ which would cut redundant degree programs among UA campuses and emphasize programs 
where individual campuses excel in order to save money?”

Had a dream last night that the 
Campus Cache charged me $200 
for a chocolate milk.

Sex is cool but have you ever had 
garlic bread?

Why do I bother to pick up that 
s***** 5 page school paper?

Got an email telling me how to 
double my income in a matter of  
days. Jokes on them... zero times 
two is still zero.

Any woman know how to scratch 
my hair in a sweet way that puts me 
to sleep and will let me pretzel my 
legs between yours while we dream 
sweet things? Asking for a friend’s 
friend... who is me. 

So when do I start getting this 
“Free tobacco” on campus?

It’s almost Valentines Day and I 
still don’t know what I’m going to 
get myself.

Last week on 
Yik Yak

Yik Yak is a social media app that 
allows people anonymously to create 
and view “Yaks” within a 5-mile radius. 
These Yaks are selected  and compiled 
by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Naturally Perspiring

Emily Dreher 
Sophmore - Physics 
“I think that there are a lot of  
students that stay in Anchorage; 
for example, because it’s 
cheaper to live at home with 
their parents. If  they are forced 
to choose a campus where their 
degree would be offered; those 
sorts of  costs should be taken 
into consideration. It’s also a lot 
harder to take certain courses 
online, like math and science, 
and more difficult to stay in 
touch with professors.”

Travis Hogins 
UAF Alumni -Civil Engineering 
 “I can see pros and cons for it. 
It seems more efficient since it is 
one University of  Alaska. But ... 
there is more to going to college 
than just a degree. It is what 
each town offers and all of  that. 
I like the idea of  streamlining, 
but I like the idea of  options 
as well. I have a hard time 
jumping on board or saying it’s 
a bad idea. ... I would have to 
say that I am not for it, if  I had 
to pick something right now.”

“I think it’s really good. For 
instance, I am majoring in 
science, geophysics. Fortunately 
we have the geophysical 
institute. And compared to 
Anchorage or Juneau I don’t 
think they have technology 
sites like that. So if  we can 
concentrate one specific field 
in one particular area, it would 
be more really good and more 
efficient. We could get all the 
good professors in that area 
rather than scattered around. 
So, I would be in favor of  the 
idea.”

“I don’t think they should take 
away opportunities for people. 
Lets say someone only has 
the ability to go to Fairbanks 
and they are pursuing an arts 
degree. Why should they have 
to go somewhere else? How 
would they get to Anchorage if  
they are living in North Pole? I 
don’t think it’s a wise decision.”

Peyton Corbett 
Freshman - Computer Engineering

Josh Purba
Junior - Geophysics
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 Pick Up at the Upper Wood Center Bus Stop at 

  9am & 10:45am 
& Drop offs after service 

    You are invited to 

Questions? Visit our Website: www.bethelchurchak.org or call: 479-4380 

This Sunday 
Worship Services: 9:15am & 11:00am   

At 1310 Farmers Loop Rd. 
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Resources for your 
college questions

© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1515401_16275)

We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families 
find answers to their college questions:

•  CollegeSTEPS® program: receive college planning tips, tools, and resources 
by email by signing up at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps

•  Wells Fargo Community: get your college questions answered and share 
helpful information with others at wellsfargocommunity.com

•  Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire 
college experience at blogs.wellsfargo.com/studentloandown

•  Calculators and money management: view our private student loan 
products and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information. 
1-800-456-1551

When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the 
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.

The Sun Star will be 
providing a free classified 

ad service for students! 

Including:

Stay tuned!

Housing/Roommates wanted
Items for sale
Missed connections
Personals
Shout outs

The Sun Star is seeking freelancers!

We're looking for:
Reporters
Photographers
Multimedia Artists (audio and video)

And we’ll pay you for it!
News Brief:
News Story:
Feature Story:
Column:

$20
$40
$50
$30

Photo Selects:
Photo Spread:
Photo Essay:
Raw Video:

$15/photo
$50
$65
$5/min

For more information come to 
our freelancer meetings at 1p.m. 
every Sunday in 305 
Constitution Hall, call us at 
(907)474-7540 or email us at 
editor@uafsunstar.com.

STAR
SUN The voice of  

the Nanook, 
your source for 
student news


