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'Strategic Pathways’ plan:
initiative incites public outcry

nearly $42 million according to Kari
Burrell, UAF executive officer and
Sun Star
vice chancellor of Administrative
Services. While this plan may balance
The most recent Board of aspects of the budget, it will entirely
Regents meeting drew a crowd restructure the university system.
of upset students, faculty and
In a presentation given to
community members to the Butrovich the Board of Regents on Feb.
building Friday morning, Feb. 19. 18, President Johnsen focused on
Many members of this crowd “eliminating redundancies” across
were there to address the board about the three-campus system of UAA,
the
newly
UAF and UAS.
p u b l i s h e d "I will stay after the change, This means most
“ S t r a t e g i c but my children won’t."
programs will only
Pathways”
be offered at one
i n i t i a t i v e Bill Shnabel, director of the Water
of the campuses.
c r e a t e d b y and Environmental Research Center
According
UA President J i m
J o h n s e n . to President Johnsen’s presentation,
This initiative was endorsed by this plan will make UAF a campus
the Board of Regents in hopes of focused on research in the sciences,
balancing the budget and offsetting e n g i n e e r i n g, t e ch n o l o g y a n d
UAF’s deficit, which is reaching mathematics. UAA would become

Erin McGroarty

UAF Music program alumnus Jacob Lincoln (foreground) and his father, Charles Lincoln
(background) provide their testimony to the Board of Regents at the meeting Friday morning,
Feb. 19. - Erin McGroarty/Sun Star.

a campus focused on nursing and
economic and policy sciences.
UAS would become the campus
dedicated to interdisciplinary studies
and training programs to support
the mining and marine industries.
Consolidating the three campuses
and specializing each one for certain

fields of study would result in cutting
a considerable number of faculty
positions, as these positions would
no longer have a program to belong
to at their respective universities.
Continued “Strategic Pathways”
pg. 3

You don't know Jack:
adjunct professor's
contract not renewed
Matt Mertes
Sun Star

World champion dog musher Professor Arleigh Reynolds addresses his attentive audience about the importance of sled dog culture in Alaska in
the Schiable Auditorium during the monthly URSA research showcase. - Max Erickson/ Sun Star

Arleigh Reynolds explains science, history of sled dogs
Max Erickson
Sun Star

Arleigh Reynolds, associate dean
of the department of Veterinary
Medicine and champion of the
Anchorage fur rendezvous, delivered
an URSA research showcase
showing the importance of Sled
Dogs in the history of Alaska.
Reynnolds informed the audience
of how sled dogs saved Nome from
diphtheria in 1925 in what was called

the Great Race of Mercy. With Alaska
only possessing two planes during
this time and the conditions deemed
too hazardous to use them, over land
was the only option left to deliver
the diphtheria antitoxin. Thus the
decision to use sled dogs was made.
Twenty mushers brought the
antitoxin from Nenana to Nome in
a nearly 500-mile trek. The journey
was brutal, with temperatures
from 50 below to 90 below as well
as elevations of 5,000-feet, which
led to the death of several dogs.

Without this antitoxin the town’s
population of 10,000 people was
expected to be halved at the least.
These mushers were hailed as
heroes and are honored in modern
races as well in the sled dog culture.
“Dogs hold together the web
of traditional culture in a modern
world,” Reynolds said, before he
brought up one way in which this
culture is kept alive: The Frank Attla
Youth Care and Sled Dog Program.
Continued “Sled dogs” pg. 5

Two days before this semester
began, on Jan. 11, Jack Finch, an
adjunct professor of metals who
taught at UAF for 15 years, was denied
renewal of his employment contract.
According to Finch, it
was because he filed Title IX
complaints against a professor.
Several students from the
art department on campus have
risen to support Finch’s return.
“We don’t really know what is
happening,” Helenmarie Matesi, a
metals student said. “We just know
what a great teacher he was, he was
the best teacher I’ve had as well, and I
am a teacher. I’m a good teacher and I
think I can tell another good teacher.”
Autumn Fish, started a petition
to bring Finch back on change.
org. She felt Finch deserved better
and wanted to help show her
support. So far the site has collected
around 250 signatures Fish said.
Two summers ago Finch and
other faculty members began Title
IX training. It was extensive and
informative, according to Finch.
Continued “Jack Finch” pg. 6

Laura McCollough is new lean, mean, dean machine
Matt Mertes
Sun Star

New Dean of Students, Laura McCollough, in
her office on the first floor of the Eielson
Building on Feb. 12, her second official day as
dean. - Matt Mertes/ Sun Star

Tweet us! @ uafsunstar

Mike Sfraga, vice chancellor for
University and Student Advancement,
has named Laura McCollough
as the new dean of students.
Her official first day was Feb 11.
McCollough intends to use her term
as dean of students help the university
connect more with the students.
One of the projects McCollough
wants to work on is for the office of
the dean to become more involved
with the Associated Students of UAF
(ASUAF). She wants to be more
present at council meetings in an
attempt to give the senate opportunities
to coordinate with her office.
“I definitely want [ASUAF]
to get excited about things
and motivated enough to take
action,” McCollough said.

Having more presence in the
ASUAF meetings will allow senators
to have a guide through some of
the bureaucracy’s red tape and will
motivate senators to be more bold and
proactive, according to McCollough.
She
has
always
been
p a s s i o n at e a b o u t g i v i n g t h e
students a stronger voice, she said.
Many students wish to be more
involved with the university but can’t
because they have challenges holding
them back, according to McCollough.
“Everybody is usually doing
double or triple duty,” McCollough
said. “So you’re working, going to
school, you have a family or significant
other. It’s not the same as when I
was going to school, for the majority
of the students we serve here.”
McCollough’s major challenge,
according to her, is helping students
keep motivated and responding to

Like us on Facebook!

their voices. She understands UAF has
a unique situation when it comes to the
students the office of the dean serves.
The average age of students
on campus is 33, according to
McCollough. Her ability to
understand the culture here on
campus and to help students to
overcome what some might see as
obstacles to their education is the
main reason McCollough believes
she was chosen for this position.
McCollough has more then 14
years of experience working with
students and Residence Life at UAF
and the University of Tennessee. She
studied organizational communication
at the University of Alabama in
Tuscaloosa. McCollough’s career goal
has always been to serve in a dean of
students position, and now it looks
like she will have that opportunity.
Follow us on Instagram!

2

The Sun Star

February 23, 2016

NEWS

www.uafsunstar.com

The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals
named as arrested and/ or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.
Heather Penn
Sun Star

Suspicious Circumstances
2/2/2016 1 p.m. - The University
of Alaska alerted police when an
internal records audit showed the
fraudulent cashing of a check. The
check was cashed for $164 at a
local Fairbanks bank. Police used
bank records to identify a suspect.
The investigation is ongoing.
Theft
2/2/2016 2:19 p.m. - A 16-inch
Mac Pro was stolen from a backpack
in an unlocked locker at the SRC.
The computer and power cord are
valued at $2,000. The laptop is
being traced and a suspect has been
identified. Charges of theft have been
forwarded to the District Attorney.
Police provided the victim with a
lock. The investigation is ongoing.

Traffic Incident
2/4/2016 1:51 p.m. - A Lexus hit
a pole on Alumni Drive when the
driver was not paying attention. The
driver attempted to avoid a rear end
collision by the power plant access
taking out the pole. The light pole
was taken down by Facilities Services.
Damage to the vehicle is estimated
at $3,000. No injuries were reported.
2/9/2016 4:47 p.m. - A car
accident occurred when a car slid into
a snowbank of Farmers Loop. The
driver claimed to have lost control.
UAF Community Service Officers
and several passers by helped push
the man out. Damage is estimated
at $1,000. No injuries were reported.
Disturbance Complaint
2/5/2016 9:06 a.m. - A call came
in to police about an argument
occurring at the Facilities Services
Building. Employees where engaged
in an argument involving who should

be named employee of the month.
Although individuals were shouting
no one was in fear of their safety. All
involved in the argument left to cool off.
DWLS (Driving While License
Suspended)
A car spotted moving 50 mph
in a 30 mph zone was pulled
over on College Road. Driver
Christopher J. Rivera, 21, of
Fairbanks, was found to be driving
with a suspended license. Rivera
was summonsed for the violation.
Traffic Stop
2/7/2016 2:13 a.m. - Police
pulled over a car on Geist Road for
speeding. The driver Driver Erik
J. Setterberg, 27, of Fairbanks, was
spotted doing 80 mph in a 40 mph
zone. Officers approached the vehicle
and noticed an odor of alcohol.
Setterberg had slurred speech and
failed field sobriety tests. Several
bottles of alcohol were in clear sight

throughout the vehicle. Setterberg
blew a .141 on the breathalyzer and
was arrested and transported to
Fairbanks Correctional Center (FCC).
He has been charged with a DUI.
2/7/2016 4:07 p.m. - A car
pulled over on College Road had
expired tags. Police discovered more
information after a check with
the Statewide Database. Driver
Matthew C. Bush, 45, of Fairbanks,
was summonsed for NVOL (No
Valid Operating License) and cited
for no proof of insurance. The
car was left at Gullivers Books and
Bush found an alternate ride home.
Domestic Violence
2/7/2016 6:47 p.m. - Dontell
R. Jones, 26, of Delray Beach, Fla.
was arrested, transported to FCC
and charged with Assault Domestic
Violence IV. Officers found injuries
consistent with the victim’s report.
The victim was provided with
domestic violence infor mation.

Senate debates bill to address waning interest in student government
Matt Mertes
Sun Star

Present: Ivik Henry, Joseph DegraftEmanfu, Benjamin AndersonAgimuk, Rose Bright, Jacob Sears,
Cordero Reid, Sabrina Martin, Diane
Murph
Absent: Brandon Blum, Ryan Cain
Excused: Johnathan Quiñones,
Zachary White
This week Senator Cordero
Reid proposed a directive to have
the Public Relations Director and
committee come up with a plan to
outline and restructure their attempts
at rallying support and participation
of students in student governance.
“I’ve been holding onto this
one for a while this is sort of my
baby,” Reid said. “The aim of
this bill is not to punish anyone.”
More could be done to improve
senate relations with the students,

according to Reid. The directive increasingly tough because students
would add a time table for the PR feel as though ASUAF is a joke,
director and committee to come up Martin said. The last PR director
with a new plan and have it approved was let go for being incompetent,
by the Executive committee by the she said. “It’s incredibly difficult for
April 17 meeting of ASUAF. Although [the PR director] to connect with a
Reid was adamant that this proposal student population that doesn’t care
was not designed to target or punish about its government,” Martin said.
any one person
She
said
or group, many
it would be
senators had
unfair to hold
concerns with it.
the PR director
One senator in
and committee
particular had a
accountable
strong reaction
for the students
to this piece
lackadaisical
of legislation.
attitude of the
“I
t h i n k - Senator Sabrina Martin
s t u d e n t b o d y.
this directive is a total dick move
There should be a coherent
and incredibly douchey, and I plan moving, forward according to
would like to say that on record,” Reid, and ASUAF should be more
Senator Sabrina Martin said. present in the minds of students.
Martin has served on the public This directive was set up to try and
relations committee for two years. get some accountability for this issue.
In Martin’s experience, it is difficult
“It puts on record that we
to get the student body interested are willing to change our ways,”
in their government. The job of Reid said. “To develop something
the PR director and committee is on paper and say this was the

“I think this directive
is a total dick move and
incredibly douchey, and
I would like to say that
on record.”
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point that ASUAF decided to
reach out to its constituents.”
The official statement of the
executive committee was that
the directive was ill conveived.
Vice President Colby Freel voiced
concern on behalf of the executive
committee that it was too harsh.
He and the committee thought
that the directive in question was
shouldering too much blame on
the PR director and committee for
failing to incite student interest.
“The problem is with the
association,” Freel said, “I think
the directive brings some of those
problems to the administration, but
that’s not to say there has been any
negligence or under performance
by the Public Relations office.”
The directive was voted down
by a majority vote. The executive
committee has a plan to deal with this
issue and will work closely with the
PR director and committee to see it
come to fruition, according to Freel.
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Letters to the Editor
T he Sun Star welcomes
commentary from our readers!
Letters to the editor should be no
longer than 250 words. Please
include the author’s full name
and contact information (phone,
e-mail or address). E-mail your
letters to editor@uafsunstar.com.
Letters must be received by 5 p.m.
Friday in order to be run in the
next issue. All letters are subject to
editing for brevity and grammar.
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UAF adds new
programs
Zach Sherman
Sun Star

New opportunities in art history, information
technology and marine science will
soon be available
T he UAF Faculty Senate
passed three motions during their
meeting on Feb. 8 allowing two
new minors and an additional field
of graduate study. Students with
an interest in art history, computer
information technology, or marine
science and limnology, will soon be
provided new opportunities at UAF.
The approvals of computer
information technology and art
history will take effect in the Fall
2016 semester. Both motions indicate
that the new programs will utilize
existing classes currently taught
at UAF and will not result in any
additional cost to the university.
The proposed requirements for
a minor in computer information
technology include three mandatory
courses in topics covering network
support and administration, computer
and information security and server
operating systems. Two additional
electives from within the discipline
are required to complete the
minimum 15-credit minor complex.
“The new minor will
enhance student skills for the
workplace,” the motion reads.
Students desiring a minor in art
history will be required to complete
two specified 200-level courses
in the history of world art, select
two 300-level courses from among
history of modern art, Italian
renaissance art or Native art of
Alaska and to complete a 400-level
Seminar course in art history.
Currently, a minor in art history is
only available for non-art majors.
“This minor is being created due
to student interest,” the motion reads.
Both motions indicate that
each program is expecting an
increase in course enrollment
for their respective departments.
“I think that adding more
options is great, especially since
they are not adding any cost,”
Kristin Taylor, a senior in the
Homeland Security Emergency
management program, said. “IT is
everywhere so that will be helpful.”
In addition to adding both
minors, a motion was passed
creating a new masters of the arts
in marine science and limnology.
“…Currently no Masters of
the Arts in any marine science
field is offered at any institute in
Alaska,” the motion to create a
marine science masters reads.
The passed motion creates a
Master of the Arts Program in
marine science and limnology at the
UAF School of Fisheries and Ocean
Sciences. The program allows for
students seeking an advanced-degree
level of understanding of marine
sciences to achieve that end without
the original scientific research at
the thesis level that is needed for
a Master of Science degree. The
rational given includes an industry
demand for master of the arts level
marine scientists within Alaska.
Expected time for full time
graduate students to complete the
program is two years, compared
with the university average of
four years taken to complete the
masters of science programs.
No additional funding is requested
for the program due to the course work
consisting of classes already taught in
UAF Master of Science programs in
marine biology and in oceanography.
The program requires a minimum
of 30 credits to complete and full
class lists are currently available.
The program slated to become
effective in Fall of 2016 as long as
all required approvals are granted.
T he motions creating all
three prog rams are awaiting
approval by the Chancellor’s office.

Members of the public filled every seat, leaving only standing room at the Board of Regents meeting Friday morning, Feb. 19.
- Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star.

'Strategic Pathways’
Continued from page 1.
The discussion of restructuring the
system does not provide specific details
about certain programs. Based on the
testimonies provided Friday morning,
this has left the public concerned
for the future of those programs,
specifically the College of Liberal Arts.
This sentiment was illustrated by
the turn out at the meeting Friday
morning. Students expressed their
disappointment in the potential of
their degrees being moved or cut.
Professors defended their programs
and the unique place they hold at each
campus. Members of the community
conveyed their distaste for what is
felt as a jump too far in working
to fix the UA’s money problems.
Brandon Boylan, assistant
professor in the Political Science
department, gave his testimony
early in the meeting. His statement
detailed the achievements and value
of not only the Political Science
department but also the Northern
Studies program here at UAF, of
which Boylan is the associate director.
“If not for the music program
at UAF, I may not have attended
college at all,” Jacob Lincoln, a
UAF alumnus, said in his testimony.
Lincoln went on to emphasize
the influence the university had on
his eventual decision to move back
to Fairbanks and settle down here.
Lincoln spoke to the board along
with his father, Charles, who provided
a personal story that emphasized
UAF’s part in helping his children
ultimately make the decision to attend
college and join the professional world.
“I’m one of the few philosophy

students left,” said Jesse Gray at
the beginning of his testimony.
It was during his statement that
Gray stated his original intention
of teaching at UAF following the
completion of his degree. Gray
said he may not want to return
to the university if the UA system
goes through with these changes.
Louise Bishop, 20, is a secondyear double degree seeking student
working to achieve her Bachelor of
Arts in philosophy and Bachelor
of Science in biology. Bishop
emphasized the importance of
i n t e rc o n n e c t i o n b e t we e n t h e
sciences and the humanities.
She said that she is greatly
disappointed. She thinks she needs
to move to a different school, and
potentially a different state, in
order to complete these degrees
in adequate programs. Board
members asked her why she “doesn’t
just move to Anchorage” to finish
h e r P h i l o s o p hy re q u i re m e n t .
“That is not the biology program
I want,” Bishop explained. “I
chose UAF because it had both.”
The College of Liberal Arts was
not the only school that brought
members up to express their concerns.
Charlie Parr, a graduate student
at the Geophysical Institute at UAF,
was born and raised in Fairbanks.
Parr expressed the value he places
in the unique research opportunities
found through UAF. While Parr has
plans to stay in Alaska following his
graduation, he has concerns about the
effect the restructuring of the UA will
have on the community as well as the
research at UAF. He is worried that
many of these opportunities will move

outside if the university does not
work to retain top faculty, Parr said.
“I will stay after the change,
but my children wont,” Bill
Shnabel, director of the Water and
Environmental Research Center said.
Schnabel stated that he thinks
the restructuring has the distinct
potential to cause the University of
Alaska to lose students and customers.
Advocates from a large variety
of programs and centers across the
university impressed upon the board
the necessity of detailed and honest
communication with the public and of
taking into consideration the input of
students, faculty and the community
before making any decision that could
change the UA system as we know it.
During the meeting, board
Chairwoman Jo Heckman followed
each statement by thanking the speaker
for their input and asking questions
about the statement when warranted.
At one point, a speaker accused
Heckman and the board of making
this decision too quickly before
exploring all other options. Heckman
responded by saying this change is
“no one’s fault.” This statement
caused a stir in the audience,
many of whom felt the statement
shifted the blame off of the UA
President and the Board of Regents.
More infor mation on the
“Strategic Pathways” initiative,
including President Johnson’s
presentation to the Board of
Regents, can be found by searching
“Strategic Pathways” on the UA
we b s i t e. Fe e d b a c k re g a rd i n g
the plan can be given by email
at ua-pathways@alaska.edu.

The HAARP facility, used for studying the upper atmosphere, lies just outside of Gakona. The facility was recently transferred from the Air
Force to UAF. Photo by Todd Paris

UAF scientists ‘play the HAARP’
Josh Hartman
Sun Star

The High Frequency Active
Auroral Research Program (HAARP)
has long been speculated about by
conspiracy theorists. Theories include
everything from the facility controlling
the weather to causing earthquakes.
The research that has gone on
at the HAARP Facility is much
more mundane, though, according
to William Bristow, a professor
of electrical engineering at UAF.
Bristow will give a lecture on the
history and plans for the HAARP

facility on Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. in the
Westmark Fairbanks Hotel’s Gold
Room. This lecture is titled “New
frontiers in space science on the
last frontier” and is sponsored
by UAF’s Geophysical Institute.
“The university has this new
facility that is going to contribute
a lot toward the research mission
of the university,” Bristow said.
The United States Air Force,
the previous owner s of the
HAARP facility, planned to destroy
the facility. However, backlash
from scientists around the world
postponed those plans. In the fall

of 2015, the facility was transferred
from the Air Force to UAF.
Studying the Earth’s ionosphere
was the primary goal of HAARP
when the Air Force had control
of the facility. Bristow’s lecture
will cover some of the research
that will be going on at the facility
that that it is in UAF’s hands.
HAARP is one of three facilities
of its kind in the world, the other
two being in Norway and Russia.
“ I t ’s i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e
public get a view of the kind of
research that’s going on here at the
Geophysical Institute,” Bristow said.
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Harthun looking forward to coaching career
Erin McGroarty
Sun Star

This fall, Sam Harthun, a
21-year-old art student, will be taking
the position of volunteer assistant
coach for Lewis and Clark College
women’s volleyball team in Portland,
near her hometown of Oregon City.
With her college volleyball career
coming to an end, senior outside
hitter Harthun is now looking forward
to passing on what she has learned.
“I actually sought them
out,” she said. “I knew I wanted
to do it in Oregon, so then it
was just a matter of trying to
figure out who I already knew.”
A former club league coach of
Harthun’s, now working for Lewis
and Clark’s team, was able to put her
in contact with the head coach there.
“I want to learn as much as
possible before I take on any kind of
actual coaching position,” she said.
Nanooks Head Coach Brian
Scott has high hopes for the newest
career move by his former star.
“Sam is going to make a great
coach, in large part because of her
love for the game,” Scott said. “As a
player she was constantly striving to
become better and looked for ways
to help her teammates do the same.”
Harthun started playing
volleyball at the age of 8, but did
not definitively see herself playing in
college until the end of high school.
“In my junior year, I went through
a period of thinking that I didn’t want
to,” she recalled. That changed when
she started contacting colleges. “Once
I started hearing back from them, I
started getting excited and definitely
knew I wanted to continue playing.”
During the player’s first few years
at UAF, she seriously considered
playing professionally following
graduation. That meant going
overseas, as the United States does
not have professional volleyball
leagues. As graduation drew nearer,
she realized that path was not for her.
“I think my body physically is
done and I’m ready to move on to

Nanook volleyball and senior outside hitter Sam Harthun (center), poses with her family (from left to right: brother Jake Harthun, father Joe
Harthun, mother Tammy Harthun) and coaches, (from left to right) Heach Coach Brian Scott and Assistant Coach Robert Berrett on senior night,
Nov. 21, 2016. Photo courtesy of the Nanook athletics website.

the next level of my life,” she said.
Harthun has been coaching
club league volleyball since her
sophomore year in college, but
had not considered coaching as a
career until much more recently.
“This summer I was coaching
different camps back home and it
sort of clicked,” Harthun said. “I
realized I could be good at this.”
Last spring, when the UAF
women’s volleyball team was in
between coaches, many of the
coaching responsibilities fell on
Harthun and the other team captains.
“That gave me a lot of insight
into the duties of a coach and I
think between that and the camps
over the summer I realized ‘Hey I
really want to do this,’” she said.
The senior had the beneficial
experience of having three different
sets of coaches in her college career.
Phil Shoemaker was the head coach

when Harthun joined the team as
a freshman. However, the next year
Mallory Larranaga took over as head
coach. Larranaga coached Harthun
for two years until current head coach
Brian Scott took over in fall 2015.
“Sam was a competitive athlete
that never settled for where she was
athletically. I think that is what is
going to propel her into the coaching
transition so well.” Larranaga
said, “You have to be able to push
athletes beyond what they think they
are capable of. Sam will be able to
do that without skipping a beat.”
Harthun said she will be
taking advice from each set of
coaches with her on the road.
“I learned a lot from Phil and
Mal about what kind of coach I
want to be and what aspects of their
coaching I’d like to take away with
me,” Harthun said. “But Brian and

Robbie have taught me a lot about
the technical side of coaching, which
made me smarter as a player and I
think will make me a better coach.”
“It is a natural instinct for
her to find ways to help those
around her,” Scott said. “This
ability and her drive to succeed
will serve her well as a coach.”
Scott said he wishes he and the team
could have Harthun for longer but
are extremely hopeful for her future.
Harthun explained that her
coaches’ personal attributes have
had a significant effect on her
decision to pursue a career in
coaching collegiate volleyball.
“As people they also made
me want to be a coach,” she said.
“Volleyball is the smallest part
of what you’re teaching teaching
these people. There’s a lot about
life there too and I can’t wait.”

Down goes #1
Aaron Walling
Sun Star

Travante Williams goes for a two-point shot. Williams scored a total of 13 points on Saturday,
leading to a 92-69 Nanook victory against Concordia University.
- Max Mckernan/ Sun Star

The Alaska Nanooks pulled off
the upset of the year by beating
the number one team in the nation
in Western Oregon for a 87-78
victory in front of 611 fans who
filled the Patty Center. The men’s
team came to play as they shut
down Andy Avgi, one of the top
players in the GNAC, who couldn’t
lead the Wolves past the Nanooks’
ferocious firepower. The Nanooks
were led by the senior leadership of
Travante Williams who scored 25
points and grabbed 11 rebounds.
The Nanooks got the upset,
and with their convincing win over
Concordia where they scored 92-69,
this sets up the Nanooks with a chance
for the number-two seed in the GNAC
tournament. These past two games
were very important for this team who
went 7-19 last season in what was a lost
season because of NCAA violations.
For Head Coach Mick Durham,
seeing his team coming against the
number one Wolves, he knew they
were under the radar. But going
into the match, he told them that
they can not be under the radar
anymore, it was their time to shine.
“I kind of felt it slipping late, but
we seemed to make big shot after
big shot,” Durham said after the
game. “We hit our free throws, got
a couple of stops late with our zone,
and we finished it off. We started
the game great, we fought them
off in the second half, and found
a way to hit some big shots late.”
Big shots did go down, but it

wasn’t just Travante Williams making
big shots. Former walk-on Brandon
Davis made huge shots in front of
the home crowd, dropping 18 points
and making three three-pointers.
The more impressive game was the
Nanooks dismantling the Cavaliers of
Concordia with a magic show winning
92-69. This included the Nanooks
getting 19 assists and 10 steals as a
team. This win also gave Durham his
most wins in a season as the coach
of the Nanooks, all on senior night.
“It’s a group that just keeps
competing,” Durham said of his
seniors. “I’ve been through a few
senior days and it’s an emotional
time for everyone. We wanted to
make it a special day by getting
a win. When you get the win
on senior day, you’ll remember
it a lot fonder than if you lose.”
They came together to put
on the best performance of the
season in front of the great Bob
Ryan from the Boston Globe and
the Nanooks didn’t disappoint.
“We finally got it going,” Durham
said regarding the second half run.
“We had great contributions from
Neal Chavez and Alex Duncan during
the run. It was huge. We got a little
confidence, they lost a little bit of
willpower and started missing shots.
That’s what occurs during those runs,
and we’ve had the capability to go on
those types of spurts throughout the
season, and it came up big today.”
The Nanooks now go into
the final week of the GNAC
looking to take the number two
seed over Alaska Anchorage in
what will be a race to the finish.
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The Sun Star is
seeking dedicated

photographers!
Dustin Rabe plays against Isaac Firesmith in the “Super Smash Bros. 4” tournament. Like many participants at the event, Rabe and Firesmith
participated in both tournaments. - Molly Putman / Layout Editor

UAF students get smashed at tourny
Molly Putman
Layout Editor

More than 60 students gathered
in the Hess Rec on Friday to digitally
fight each other for fun and glory in
the UAF Up Smash Throw Down
video game tournament. The event
coordinators collected canned food
donations for the Wood Center Food
Pantry in exchange for raffle tickets.

A joint event between SAO and
the UAF e-Sports gaming club, the
tournament is part of an effort to bring
UAF groups with similar interests
together, Student Activities Assistant
Brandon Blum said. The tournament
featured the fighting games “Super
Smash Bros. Melee” and “Super
Smash Bros. 4.” During the event
Blum managed the “Super Smash
Bros. 4” tournament and the raffle.

Student activities assistant Brandon Blum (right) plays “Street Fighter V” against Ian Hendren
(left). Street Fighter V wasn’t part of the game tournament on but was set up for casual play
for the duration of the event. - Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Jacob Corcoran (left) and e-Sports club president Jay Santiago (right) play “Street Fighter V”
during the UAF Up Smash Throw Down event. “Video games suck,” Santiago said. “As president
of the e-Sports Gaming Club I say fuck games.” - Molly Putman / Layout Editor

“All the gaming communities are
kind of separated,” Blum said. “The
e-sports club, they have about 15-20
people regularly show up on Fridays.
Not really as outreaching as I think it
could have been, and so as the new
student activities organizer, the new
kid on the block, I kinda wanted to
make it my goal to make clubs talk to
each other, and make bigger, cohesive
events. Hey we’re out here, let’s find
other people who game and let’s make
this a better experience for everybody.”
While
many
students
participated in the tournaments,
others were spectating and talking
with those who shared a similar
interest in the gaming community.
“I think [video games] are pretty
freaking awesome,” Jacob Cororan,
an attendee at the event, said.
“Basically they’re the cat’s pajamas.”
“I think [video games] are
absolutely fantastic and anyone who
doesn’t play them is missing out
on a very large and very important
aspect of being alive,” Isaac
Firesmith, e-sports member, said.
Firesmith spent the night managing
and participating in the “Super
Smash Bros. Melee” tournament.
Firesmith went on to win the
Melee tournament. In second and
third place were Jonah Jeffries
and Ian Hendren respectively.
Both winners and losers at the
event seemed to have positive attitudes
about the outcomes. Participant
Dustin Rabe lost to Firesmith in the
“Super Smash Bros. 4” tournament,
but stresses that the goal is to have fun.
“It was a good match. I don’t really
expect to win, I just wanna have a good
time,” Rabe said. “I fight for fun!”
Both game tournaments were
double-elimination style, with players
only leaving the competition after
losing two matches. Each match
consists of three games. Winning
two out of three is necessary
to progress in the tournament.
Competitive play is also different
from regular “Super Smash Bros.”
gameplay in that all extra in-game
items and power-ups are turned
off and all matches are one vs. one.

Meet us on
Sundays at 1
p.m. in 305
Constitution
Hall for more
info!

SUN
STAR
Contact:
editor@uafsunstar

Sled dogs
Continued from page 1.
T his prog ram focuses on
establishing the care of sled dogs in
children’s schools fostering a sense
of responsibility, culture and fun.
His presentation brought up
how dogs are incredible athletes,
burning up to 11,000 calories in a
day during races—the equivalent
of 20 big macs—while still working
in tandem with their fellow dogs.
Reynolds spoke about how we can
learn from dogs on multiple levels.
He gave an example of a study in
Australia where top athletes were put
on a high-fat diet (similar to dogs) and
after a six to eight week transition
period these athletes performed better
than before. However, every athlete
said they would refuse to perform
the experiment again due to the
harshness of the transition period.
“There are so many different
levels that you connect with those
dogs and when you see what they
do, it’s humbling, it’s awe inspiring,”
Reynolds said. “The neat thing is
that there is always something new
to learn every day, it’s never boring
and when you’re standing on the sled
looking at those dogs, 16 of them all
running in harmony and just wanting
to keep going and going, it is like a
living breathing moving work of art.”

Get paid to attend sports events!
(And take photos)

The Sun Star is welcoming new sports photographers,
for more information come to our freelancer meetings
every Sunday at 1p.m. in 305 Consitution Hall or email
editor@uafsunstar.com
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Jack Finch
Continued from page 1.

He believes Title IX training
should have been done years
ago, and that it had not been
completed properly in the past.
A professor in the art department,
whose name he would not reveal,
approached him last summer and
asked him some, in Finch’s words,
“outrageous” questions. Throughout
their conversation the professor
asked about the relationship
Finch had with his students. Finch
claims that when he told the other
professor of the platonic nature of
his relationship with one student in
particular the professor asked why
Finch was not having sex with her.
“That’s something a professor
should never say,” Finch said.
Finch said he put in writing
in a complaint that he gave to the
University Police Department (UPD).
Finch claims that his complaint
was turned over to Tanya Coty,
one of the Title IX investigators,
after the UPD did an investigation.
Coty was unavailable for comment.
“We can’t discuss the case,
except to say that nothing criminal
was found,” Deputy Chief Steve
Goetz said, confirming the UPD did
conduct an investigation into Finch’s
claims. “We don’t disclose or give
out police reports. I believe the entire
thing was handled through HR.”
UAF Public Information Officer
Marmian Grimes clarified that
Finch was not terminated. Adjunct
instructors’ contracts are renewed at
the discretion of the university. Grimes
spoke with the Title IX office and was
told by an investigator that if a Title
IX complaint had been made there
would definitely be an investigation.
Lead investigator, Mae Marsh, was
unable to be reached for comment.
“The university did make the
decision not to renew his contract for
this semester, but he is still eligible for

NEWS
rehire at the university,” Grimes said.
The university was trying
to protect Jack’s privacy and
could not give any specifics on
the matter, according to Grimes.
“We don’t give specifics on our
employees, at all,” Grimes said,
“Nobody would want that, so it makes
it really tough for us to say very much.”
All employees of the university are
entitled to professional privacy when
they are hired by UAF. No one from the
Human Resources (HR) Department
could be reached for comment.
Finch had been acting
increasingly odd leading up to
the recent events of this semester,
according to David Mollett, one
of the art department chairs.
“Basically he transg ressed
in some areas, you know, made
statements and did some things that
drew HR’s attention,” Mollett said.
“Then he did it again, and I got a
real strange call, not just HR, but
UPD were investigating his charges.”
A b o u t a ye a r a g o Ja c k
stopped participating in faculty
meetings, according to Mollett.
“Jack had become lost in
his own world,” Mollet said.
T he art de partment staf f
and faculty seemed to be getting
along with Finch, according to
Mollet. They had always had a
respectful, functioning and all
around good relationship with him.
“We all thought we were getting
along fine with him, but then this thing,
it came out of the blue,” Mollett said.
Finch believes that he has been
targeted by the faculty of the art
department since his arrival. This is
a culmination of a series of events
to try and remove him, according to
Finch. The second or third semester
he taught at UAF, faculty members
tried to “eliminate” him as an
instructor by accusing him of stealing
money and silver from the students’
silver supply, Finch said. This was
determined to be a false accusation.
The students found out about

the plan to eliminate him and wrote
a petition to Phyllis Morrow, dean
of the College of Liberal Arts, at the
time. The petition included about
thirty or forty signatures, enough to
get the attention of Morrow, who
had an investigation into the claims.
Finch said his books were
scrutinized, after which they were
proven to be balanced. After the
investigation, Finch said the books
of one the other instructors who
had implicated him were off by
about $1,000 per class, per semester.
Morrow had told him there was
no way to prove the theft. The
instructor was told to keep a detailed
record of all metals materials
bought and sold, according to Finch
After the investigation, the
instructor who had accused him of
stealing started locking the tools and
materials away from Finch and his
students, Finch said. Finch claims
he tried to obtain the keys and
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combinations to the locks from them,
but was continually denied access.
M o r ro w s u g g e s t e d F i n c h
file grievances, but he did not
feel comfortable doing so at the
time. He was new to campus
and did not have many friends
in the department, Finch said.
Finch cites this as the beginning
of his being outcast to the faculty of
the art department. The department
mentality is one of “us and them.”
Finch said the art department has been
this way as far as he can remember.
Todd Sherman, dean of the
College of Liberal Arts, said
the issue between Finch and the
university is one of confidentiality.
More then anything, the university
is trying to protect Finch’s privacy.
“I know Jack to be a very good
teacher, he’s attentive, he puts in
a great deal of time and he cares
for his students,” Sherman said.

Brittany Tennin Childress, one of Finch’s students, shows off her semester’s
work. Photo courtesy of Jack Finch

Letter to the Editor:
Sports up, Philosophy down
The Board of Regents’/
President’s Strategic Pathway
to reconstruct the University of
Alaska calls for the consolidation
of academic programs amongst the
three Universities of the UA system
(UAF, UAA and UAS). I am glad to
hear the focus of the reconstruction
is eliminating and/or shrinking
academic programs at UAF and
not eliminating inter-collegiate
sports. Though the cutting of intercollegiate sports would save the UAF
campus ~ 5 million dollars in yearly
expenses, the cost to student morale
would not be worth it.
The Juneau campus (UAS)
already has no NCAA sports, hence
making that campus the center
of liberal arts education makes
sense given the institutions’ already

low morale. Anchorage has a large
population base, so making UAA the
center for nursing and public policy
also makes sense-we can drive down
there if we need medical care.
Anchorage is also better suited
to govern us demonstrated by the
presence of the Anchorage Legislative
Information Office building whose
landlord our elected officals are so
happy about they are suing each
other so they can spend more time
together. Given UAA’s ~110 million
dollar basketball court it would also
be illogical to eliminate UAA’s intercollegiate sports, when there are
approximately 12 UAA basketball
games played at the sports center a
year.
Where UAF is supposed to be
a center of excellence for science

under the new plan, science alone
will never attract students to the
Fairbanks Campus. College students
clearly go to college to watch intercollegiate sports. This is demonstrated
by the fact that every student at UAF
willingly pay’s an extra fee for season
passes to all UAF NCAA sporting
events. The dismal attendance at all
University of Alaska sporting events
adds credence that the student body
truly supports inter-collegiate sports
because they are willing to pay for
an entertainment service that they do
not take part in. As we move forward
towards less academic choices at UAF,
we will at least continue to have a
breadth of inter-collegiate sports to
attend or not to attend as the case
might be.
Overall am happy to hear under

a tight budget climate our financial
priorities ignore the mission of
the University of Alaska: “The
University of Alaska inspires
lear ning, and advances and
disseminates knowledge through
teaching, research, and public
service, emphasizing the North
and its diverse peoples.” It takes
a leadership with Chutzpah, in
the face of financial hardships to
promote inter-collegiate sports
over academic programs. Given
the serious nature of IX violations
related to inter-collegiate sports at
UAF, I am dually impressed by these
choices.
Jeffrey A Benowitz,
Research assistant professor
Geochronology Facility
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ENTERTAINMENT

‘Nook on the Street

Senator Pete Kelly has proposed a bill that would override the UA Board of
Regents policy on students’ ability to conceal carry on campus. This week
we asked students what they think on this possible policy change.
Eric LaMesjerant / Junior / Civil Engineering

“I don’t agree with it necessarily, my background I’m prior service infantry, and the idea sounds like a sound
one to a lot of people if everybody is armed the likelihood of something happening is lessened. The truth of
the matter is there are a lot of things that go into it and the reason why police and emergency responders can
contain and subdue in many cases is because they work as a homogeneous unit. If you arm everybody you
have everybody doing their own thing, there is little communication they don’t have training. There are a lot
of things to consider and they’re not necessarily taken into account when you don’t have training, and just
giving a blanket rule allowing everybody to carry doesn’t really work because they don’t require that training.”

Michael Sapp / Non-degree Seeking
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Last week on
Yik Yak
Yik Yak is a social media app that
allows people anonymously to create
and view “Yaks” within a 5-mile radius.
These Yaks are selected and compiled
by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

This morning I was like: s*** I
didn’t plug in my car, but then
it turned out to be 23 above...
#thanksglobalwarming

“I don’t know about the policy, but I know about my constitutional right to keep and bare arms,
which is plain and simple, basically concealed or unconcealed. Facts have shown that the shootings
have happened in gun free zones, all with the exceptions of one, of the mass shootings, and when
people respect each other and protect each other they’re safe, but there is always a bad apple.”

Family: *looks for secret boyfriend
that I’ve been hiding* Me: *looks
with them*

Holly Barnett / Freshman / Chemistry

*tells myself to go to the library so
I can get s*** done* - *watches 3
episodes of Greys* - *takes 2 hour
shower* - *calls entire family to
catch up*

“My father being a police officer and rather republican he’s all about weapon carrying, but me
personally, part of me is like oh it should be fine, but then part of me is kinda scared honestly
because of all the school shootings and college shootings. So I guess I’m kinda on the fence
about it. I believe that all people would be carrying it for protection, because that’s what most
people do, but then there’s that one percent the what if ’s. So I’m really on the fence about it.”

Zoey Kohrt / Sophomore / Secondary Education

“I don’t necessarily feel super great about that. I’m fine with the policy the way it is. Like, there really isn’t a
whole lot of reason I could find that you would need a firearm, even if there was, the times would be so few.
The accidents that would be caused, especially in the dorms, it’s going to be way more worth it to just keep
the firearms in the car, then to have it for like the one or two incedents that it would probably be useful for.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Matt Mertes / Sun Star

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 23

Friday / 26

Sunday / 28

Psi Chi is having their weekly
meeting in Room 101H of the
Gruening Building from 1-2
p.m. If you’re a psych major (like
me) or even if you have an interest
in psychology, it pays to go to the
meeting. Psi Chi is a national honor
society for psychology students, but
you can attend the meeting even if
your GPA isn’t quite up to par. They
won’t turn you out. Just look at it as
another opportunity to network and
learn about the field.
-Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

This Friday at the Marlin a
whole slew of punk-y bands are
playing at 10p.m. For five bucks
you can see Granddad, Starflakes,
Humantanot and Common Courtesy
so it should be a wild time. If you
wish to partake in the libations, keep
in mind they only accept cash so be
sure to swing by an ATM first. As
per usual, it’s 21 and over only so if
you’re not of age you can... study or
something? - Molly Putman / Layout
Editor

As February comes to a close, come
celebrate Black History Month
through story and song by FSAF
Winter Gospel Choir with Director
Bobby Lewis and Pianist Eustace
Johnson. The music will begin at 4
p.m. at Sacred Heart Cathedral
on Airport Way. Admission is
free. -Lida Zakurdaew / Distribution
Manager

Saturday / 27

Although I strongly suspect my own
Monday will be spent flailing around
and tearing my hair out (mostly due to
classes) my editor-in-chief informs me
that recommending it to the reading
public is not an acceptable entry for
this week’s Sun Star calendar. So,
barring that, consider getting
your taxes filed today. It’s every
bit as adult-like as flailing around
and tearing out your hair, plus, unless
you’ve really messed up your personal
finances you’ll probably get a refund.
As long as your taxes are simple, it’s
free to do. Avoid bureaucratic scrutiny
– I mean, more of it than usual.
- Spencer Tordoff / Web Editor

Thursday / 25
UAF Students pay $10 per credit per
semester up to $120 as an athletics fee.
This entitles them to free admission
to UAF Nanooks games. The
Women’s Basketball team is
playing Simon Fraser University
at 7 p.m. in the Patty Building.
If you haven’t seen them play this
school year, now is the time; this is one
of their last two games of the year.
-Danny Fisher / Editor-in-Chief

It’s the Motown Cabaret! Bring
your dance shoes and dress in your
best Motown fashion. The fun starts
at 8 p.m. at Pioneer Park. Bobby
Lewis and Eustace Johnson will lead
the Alaska Supremes in an evening of
live music and dancing. There will be
a cash bar and appetizers are included
with the purchase of your ticket.
Tickets are $45 and can be purchased
online or in person at the Festival
Office.
More importantly, let us take a
moment to wish our editor-in-chief,
Danny Fisher and her new husband a
lovely wedding day. We love you and
wish you both a lifetime of happiness.
Cheers. - Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Naturally Perspiring

Monday / 29

By Mason Schoemaker

I don’t care how old I am, the car
wash is a magical place
Can’t remember to do my
homework. But I remember the
original 151 Pokemon
Them: So are you gay? Straight?
Me: At this point I’ll take what I
can get
I don’t always roll a joint, but when
I do it’s my ankle
*should be doing homework*
*eats food, cleans room, writes a
song, and takes the ring to mordor
instead*
Women getting abused, Fairbanks
has a rape problem, universities
don’t do anything about date rapes,
and the Faculty Senate is arguing
about the term “freshman?” SMH
I trust unprotected sex more than
our s***** wifi
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ADVERTISING

Resources for your
college questions

5401_16275
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When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.
We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families
find answers to their college questions:
• CollegeSTEPS® program: receive college planning tips, tools, and resources
by email by signing up at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps
• Wells Fargo Community: get your college questions answered and share
helpful information with others at wellsfargocommunity.com
• Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire
college experience at blogs.wellsfargo.com/studentloandown
• Calculators and money management: view our private student loan
products and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information.
1-800-456-1551
© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1515401_16275)

I’m here because blank spaces in
the paper are

un-bear-able
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IS NOW OPEN.

Get MORE out of your summer.
Check www.uaf.edu/coursefinder/ or
UAOnline to see summer 2016 courses.
Planning ahead?

FALL 2016 REGISTRATION BEGINS APRIL 4.
02/2016

Nanook Traditions
presents

presents the
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Club
Thursday, February 25th
wood center
11am - 2pm
Registration will be available
at uaf.edu/live and on

club
g
n
i
d
slceodm p e t i t i o n
build your own sled!
saturday, february 27th @ 7pm

live will have supplies
provided if needed
register online at
and uaf.edu/woodcenter/LIVE

Questions?
email us at uaf-studentorg@alaska.edu
UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

LEADERSHIP, INVOLVEMENT
& VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
University of Alaska Fairbanks

