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Since  Fr iday,  March 25, 
four finalists for the role of  UAF 
Chancellor have made their cases 
at a series of  forums for school staff, 
students and the community. Though 
sparsely populated, the events gave 
students the opportunity to ask 
the prospective chancellors about 
issues important to the student body.

Tony Haymet  addressed 
students on March 25. Currently 
Director and Vice Chancellor of  
Oceanography at University of  
California San Diego’s Scripps 
Institution of  Oceanography, Haymet 
has experience with government 
and private companies with focus on 
ocean and environmental research.  
Haymet started his career as a scientist 
before becoming an administrator.

“Someone said it was my 
turn to do some administration,” 
said Haymet. “I’ve been waiting 
for my turn to end ever since.”

Though his background is in 
research rather than leadership, 
Haymet highlighted his experience 
in financial crisis, drawing parallels 
to UAF’s current circumstances.

Haymet said he had been 
contac ted  by  recru i ter s  for 
other institutions in more stable 
circumstances, but that he was 
interested in coming to UAF because 
he felt like he could make a difference.

“I’ve dedicated my life to 
public universities because that’s 
what I believe in,” Haymet said.

Sandra Woodley  spoke 
to  s tudent s  on  March  29 , 
emphasiz ing her  exper iences 
as a non-tradit ional student.

“I’ ll probably be the only 
90-year old woman still paying 
off  her student loans,” Woodley 
said of  earning her degree.

Woodley served as President of  
the University of  Louisiana system 
from 2013 until her resignation 
at the end of  2015. However, 
Woodley acknowledged the need 
for long-running leadership at UAF.

“Whoever comes in as your 
Chancellor needs to stay for 
a long time,” Woodley said.

Among other topics, Woodley 
specifically addressed the needs 
of  non-traditional and returning 
students as one of  her priorities.

M. Duane Nellis spoke on 
March 31, after being delayed by 
the eruption of  Pavlof  Volcano 
in the Aleutian Islands. Nellis 
most recently served as President 
of  Texas Tech University from 
2013 until the start of  this year.

“I’d want to make a commitment 
here. It’s not like looking at this 
as ‘okay I’m going to get this job 
and then use it as a springboard 
to get somewhere else,’” said 
Nellis. “I think you need someone 
who’s really committed here.”

Nel l i s  ind icated  that  he 
would be planning to spend 
5 to 7 years as Chancellor.

Support for first-generation, 
disadvantaged and non-traditional 
students is a priority for Nellis.

“Land grants were created 
for the democratization of  higher 
education to all,” Nellis said. 

Smiling customers left the 
Fairbanks Community Food Bank 
Saturday morning with more bowls 
and less money after the 25th annual 
Empty Bowls fundraiser event.

This yearly event, started in 1991 
by Fairbanks Potters Guild director 

Stan Zielinski, is a sale of  ceramic 
bowls made by local artists to help 
support the local food bank. The event 
was projected to raise over $20,000 this 
year, according to CEO Anne Weaver.

Artists and potters guilds from 
the Fairbanks area, including the 
UAF Student Ceramic Arts Guild, 
donated hundreds of  bowls to 
the fundraiser this year. All of  the 
proceeds go directly to food bank.

“It’s really cool to see how much 
money is going to the food bank based 
on what I made,” said Samantha 
Bartlett, an event volunteer and 
part-time ceramics student at UAF.

This was Bartlett’s first year 
volunteering for the event. She said she 
will definitely be returning next year

UAF ceramics students and 
members of  SCAG have been working 
over the past few months creating 
bowls for this event. According to 
Weaver, UAF donated over half  
the bowls up for sale this year.

These bowls were packed up 
and driven to the food bank by UAF 
student volunteers Friday afternoon.

Lines of  tables packed with colorful 
bowls filled the food bank warehouse 
where  communi ty  member s 
sipped coffee and perused the sale.

“This is my first time at the event 
and I think it’s fantastic,” Stephen 
Rice, food bank warehouse manager, 
said. “It’s great to see the community 
coming together for this effort. It 
doesn’t get any better than this.”

The event also included a 
silent auction held in a separate 
room during the sale.  Community 
members placed bids on some 
of  the more intricately-designed 
ceramic vessels with higher prices.

“It’s absolutely amazing to see 
so many potters come together and 
be willing to work this hard and give 
so much back to the community 
and to see the community be so 
excited as well,” Weaver said.

According to Weaver, who has 
been working with the food bank for 
26 years, the summer months are 
a lower-income time for the food 
bank. This sale is one of  the biggest 
events that helps carry the food bank 
through those months, Weaver said.

“Over the years, this even has 
brought in hundreds of  thousands 
of  dollars for us,” Weaver said, 
“UAF has been so instrumental 
in that and we are so grateful.”

An ava lanche  a long  the 
Canwell glacier near Summit Lake 
caught eight members of  the UAF 
“Introduction to Mountaineering” 
class on Saturday, March 26.

Two of  the climbers had their 
faces covered in snow by the slide, 
blocking their airways, while six 
others were partially buried. No 
serious injuries were sustained. The 
slide was estimated to have involved 
10 to 18 inches of  snow according 
to Sam Braband, manager of  the 
outdoor recreation program at UAF.

The nine students and four leaders 
were on the final trip of  the 11-week 
course when the incident occurred.

The trip was led by class instructor 
and mountaineer, Frank Olive, 
assistant coordinator of  Outdoor 
Adventures (OA) since 2010. Olive 
teaches many of  the outdoor 
adventures and outdoor leadership 
courses, as well as being responsible 
for the day-to-day operations of  OA 
including trips, classes and rentals.

According to Mark Oldmixon, 
director of  the Department of  
Recreation, Adventure and Wellness, 
the original plan for the trip involved 
climbing McCallum Peak, but 
after the slide occurred and all 13 
members were extracted safely, the 

group made the decision to ski out 
that day and return to Fairbanks.

The team left the trailhead at 
approximately 9 a.m. on Saturday 
with the intention of  reaching the 
mountain valley to camp that evening. 
The slide occurred around 2 p.m. 
about three miles from the road.

Immediately fol lowing the 
avalanche, the team took a head 
count to identify who was missing 
from the group, according to one 
of  the assistant leaders. They 
then collectively switched their 
avalanche beacons to search mode.

“Not doing so is a common mistake 

in large groups during avalanche 
rescue,” said an assistant leader on 
the trip. “It is easy to forget and if  
somebody is not in search mode, they 
will continue transmitting a signal, 
thus confusing those searching.”

Those still above the snow worked 
to locate the buried members and 
uncover their faces first to ensure 
a clear airway, accomplishing this 
within 20 to 30 seconds of  the 
slide, according to Oldmixon. After 
everyone was accounted for and able 
to breathe, the group continued to 
dig out those still trapped in the snow.

UAF mountaineering class caught in avalanche

Food Bank hosts Empty 
Bowls fundraiser

The avalanche site on the Canwell glacier. Courtesy of the Alaska Avalanche Information 
Center.
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Charlie Basham peruses the silent auction on Saturday, April 2 at the Fairbanks Community 
Food Bank. Erin McGroarty / Sun Star
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The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and/ or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

AST assistance request

3/24/2016 1:16 a.m. - The Alaska 
State Troopers requested assistance 
from UAF Police Department in 
dealing with a fight in progress 
at the 7 Gables Inn. UAF officers 
took one highly intoxicated suspect 
into protect ive custody.  The 
suspect was taken to Fairbanks 
Correctional Center to sober up.

Intoxicated Person

3/28/2016 2:22 a.m. - Officers 
observed a woman walking down 
Alumni Drive with only one boot 
on. Officers attempted to talk to 
the woman but she ran and officers 
were unable to locate her. She later 
turned up at Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital claiming she had been 
sexually assaulted on campus. 
Officers attempted to get a statement 
about the alleged assault, but the 
woman denied an assault had 
occurred. The woman was under 
the influence of  alcohol and meth.

Theft

3/23/2016 7:18 p.m. - A report 
of  a missing cell phone was called in 
from the SRC. The student initially 
thought they put their phone down 
in between workouts and suspected 
it had been lifted. After viewing 
surveillance footage, officers found 
the phone was not with the victim 
during the workout. The student 
then thought the phone was left on 
a bench in the locker room shower 
area. The phone is a Samsung 
Galaxy S5. Officers are investigating.

3/28/2016 7:46 a.m. - 10:24 
p.m. - Three cars on campus 
were broken into. One in the lower 
dorms lot, one in the Taku lot and 
one in the Murie building lot. All 
three vehicles had broken windows. 
Two vehicles that were broken into 
carried weapons, which were stolen. 
One was a .308 Assault Rifle with 
accessories and an ammo case and 
the other was a 40 cal. Springfield XD 
handgun. Also stolen was a backpack 
containing $200, an apple I-pod and 
three Fred Meyer gift cards for $50 
each. The investigation is ongoing.
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The Sun Star  welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 250 words. Please 
include the author’s full name 
and contact information (phone, 
e-mail or address).  E-mail your 
letters to editor@uafsunstar.com. 
Letters must be received by 5 p.m. 
Friday in order to be run in the 
next issue.  All letters are subject to 
editing for brevity and grammar.
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Present: Allyssia Garcia, Ivik Henry, 
Jacob Sears, Diane Murph, Cordero 
Reid

Absent Excused: Joseph Degraft-
Emanfu, Ryan Cain

Absent Unexcused: Benjamin 
Anderson-Agimuk, Rose Bright, 
Zachary White

There were only five senators in 
attendance at this week’s meeting, 
prompting Senator Cordero Reid to 
ask if  everyone was doing well and if  

homework or personal obligations are 
getting in the way of  ASUAF business.

ASUAF has had low participation 
this semester. President Mathew 
Carrick said the topic could be better 
discussed at another time, considering 
most of  the senators that may 
need help were not in attendance.

Among the bills discussed was 
legislation to oppose Alaska Senate Bill 
208. If  passed, this bill would dissolve 
the Alaska Performance Scholarship.

“This is a really important 
issue, thousands of  students will 
be affected if  we don’t have a 
voice in this issue,” Colby Freel, 
vice president of  ASUAF, said.

T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p,  w h i c h 
allows many Alaskan students the 

opportunity to attend UA, would be 
unavailable for high school students 
graduating after the spring of  2016. 
Carrick, the Coalition of  Student 
Leaders chair, drafted the resolution 
opposing the bill and it was first 
considered at today’s meeting. 
The resolution was passed 5-1.

Freel will be able to bring 
ASUAF’s resolution to Juneau with 
him this Tuesday as he and other 
students go to advocate. The senate 
fears that if  this scholarship were 
to disappear, it would adversely 
affect many of  Alaska’s bright 
young students that may need help 
gaining access to higher education.

With ASUAF running short on 
senators, Degraft-Emanfu threw his 

hat into the ring to chair Internal 
Affairs to keep the senate functional. 
Without a chair of  the Internal Affairs 
Committee, the other committees 
would not be able to perform their 
functions. Degraft-Emanfu is a full 
time student and has two full-time 
jobs. Acting Senate Chair Allyssia 
Garcia thanked Degraft-Emanfu for 
volunteering his time to help the senate.

Senate elections will bw held April 
12-14. ASUAF has four people on 
the ballet this year and hope to see 
a large turn out of  students to vote 
for their Senators. If  you would like 
to know more about the upcoming 
elections students can inquire at the 
ASUAF offices in the Wood Center.
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Resources for your 
college questions

© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1515401_16275)

We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families 
find answers to their college questions:

•  CollegeSTEPS® program: receive college planning tips, tools, and resources 
by email by signing up at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps

•  Wells Fargo Community: get your college questions answered and share 
helpful information with others at wellsfargocommunity.com

•  Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire 
college experience at blogs.wellsfargo.com/studentloandown

•  Calculators and money management: view our private student loan 
products and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information. 
1-800-456-1551

When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the 
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.

The Biology and Wildl i fe 
Graduate Student Association 
(BGSA) will host the 7th annual 
Midnight Sun Science Symposium 
on April 7 and 8. For the symposium, 
g raduate  and undergraduate 
students will present their research 
in the various scientific disciplines.

This is the first year the 
symposium will feature research 
by undergraduate students. The 
BGSA wants to be more inclusive 
to undergraduate students and to 
foster the relationship between the 
undergraduate and graduate students, 
according to Molly McDermott.

McDermott and Rachel Voight 
are the co-presidents of  the BGSA and 
main organizers of  the symposium.

Both days will feature oral 
presentations and poster sessions. 
There will be a reception dinner at 
5:30 p.m. on the second day, April 8.

“The Midnight Sun Symposium 
provides a more comfortable, UAF-
centered environment for people 
to get exposure,” McDermott said 
about giving students practice 
with presenting their research.

Roman  Dia l ,  a  B io log y 
and Mathematics professor at 
Alaska Pacific University, will 
give the keynote speech for the 
Symposium. He was chosen by a 
vote of  the members of  the BGSA. 

Dial is an author or co-author 
of  about 40 scientific papers 
on topics such as forest canopy 
science, glacial biology, theoretical 
ecology and conservation biology. 
He has also written magazine 
articles, book chapters and a 

book on outdoor adventuring. He 
received his Ph.D. in Biological 
Sciences from Stanford University.

“This seminar attempts to 
offer some humble advice, gained 
through trial and error, on how 
to live a somewhat balanced life 
based in Alaska,” Dial wrote in the 
abstract for his keynote speech.

This presentation  will also serve 
as that week’s International Arctic 
Biology Life Science Hour Seminar 
on Friday, April 8 at 3 p.m. The talk 
is titled: “Science, Adventure, Family, 
and Friends” and will be in the Murie 
Auditorium of  the Murie Building.

“Pursue science as a meaningful 
way to contribute to and engage 
with society,” Dial writes as 
one of  his pieces of  advice.

Science students will showcase 
and sell their artwork during the 
reception dinner. The BGSA is still 

accepting photography, paintings, 
sculptures and music to be showcased. 
The artwork does not have to be 
science themed, but it does have 
to be created by a science student.

The symposium’s schedule 
is on the 2016 Midnight Sun 
Sc ience Sympos ium webs i te.

The BGSA has been putting 
on this event since the organization 
was formed in 2010. Over the 
six years that it has occurred the 
symposium has had 175 participants.

The BGSA meets on the first 
Tuesday of  every month at 1 
p.m. in room 201 of  the Irving I 
Building. At their meetings, they 
plan events, set up workshops, 
organize the symposium and eat 
pizza, according to their description 
on the BGSA Facebook page.

Students present at Midnight Sun Science Symposium

of UAF students were awarded
the APS or AEG scholarships in 2015

Approximately

Based on data from the UAF Financial Aid office and facts and figures webpage- Molly Putman / Layout Editor

15% 

Alaska Performance Scholarship, 
Education Grant under fire

Last Tuesday the Alaska Senate 
discussed SB 208, which would 
make high school seniors graduating 
in 2016 the last class to receive the 
state-funded Alaska Performance 
Scholarship (APS) or Alaska 
Education Grant (AEG).  As students 
exit the programs over the next six 
years, the amount allocated to the 
APS and AEG would be decreased 
annually.  The bill was referred to 
the Senate Finance Committee.

In 2010 the Alaska legislature 
established the Alaska Higher 
Education Investment Fund with an 
initial investment of  $400 million.  
The APS and AEG are distributed 
to eligible students each semester 
from the returns on the account.  
This year, the amount allocated to 
APS and AEG was $17.3 million.

SB 208 was proposed in 
conjunction with a suite of  bills, 207, 
209 and 210.  These would increase 
the responsibility of  local governance 
in providing for teacher and state 
employee pensions and decrease state 
direction of  oil revenue to Alaska 

communities.  If  SB 208 is passed, the 
money currently set aside to fund the 
APS and AEG will be used to subsidize 
the increased fiscal responsibility of  
local governments, Senator Pete Kelly 
said at a related news conference.

Colby Freel, student representative 
to the Alaska Commission on 
Postsecondary Education, has 
received resolutions from ASUAF, 
the UA Coalition of  Student Leaders 
and the Union of  Students at the 
University of  Alaska Anchorage.  
All of  the resolutions oppose the 
bill on the grounds that the APS 
increases high school achievement 
and opportunity for young people to 
pursue postsecondary education, and 
improves the likelihood of  students 
remaining in Alaska after obtaining 
a certification or college degree.

“What I hear from students is 
that without the Alaska Performance 
Scholarship and without the Alaska 
Education Grant, they either wouldn’t 
have attended any sort of  higher 
education, or they would have sought 
education outside of  the state,” Freel 
said.  This results in the continuation 
of  a “brain drain,” where young 
people go to school and pursue careers 

out of  state, according to Freel.
“It’s like a vote of  no confidence,” 

Freel said of  the bill, if  it were to 
pass.  “If  the state sees that education 
is not something worth investing 
in, why would I as a potential 
student look to invest my time and 
money in an education here?”

The UAF office of  financial 
aid reported that 1119 Fairbanks 
campus students received the APS 
in the fall of  2015.  Another 361 
students received the AEG this 
spring.  About 15 percent of  UAF 
students during the 2015-2016 
academic year relied on the programs, 
according to information provided 
by the UAF Financial Aid Office 
and the Facts and Figures webpage.

“We still have a program of  ‘Pick.
Click.Give’ of  our college savings of  
our PFD that captures all students,” 
Senator Click Bishop said during the 
Senate discussion.  “So it’s not that I’m 
unsympathetic, but that total is still 
out there. And I know for myself  that’s 
how we saved for my kids’ college 
education, and now I’m saving for my 
grandkids’ education with that same 
tool that’s out there in the toolbox.”

Senator Pete Kelly added that 
the UA Scholars award, provided by 
the UA system to high school seniors 
in the top ten percent of  their class 
based on GPA, will remain available.

Freel meet with the ACPSE on 
Tuesday, to discuss the bill.  He will 
also attend a public testimony session 
with the Senate Finance Committee.  
Colby officially represents college 
students from all UA campuses, 
however he feels it is also his 
responsibility to speak on behalf  of  
high school students who incorporate 
such awards into their college budgets.

Community members who wish to 
participate in discussion concerning 
SB 208 may do so by emailing 
written testimony to their senators or 
to the Senate Finance Committee.

“We want  to  make sure 
that  we  have  the  suppor t 
programs for their  success.”

Nellis concluded saying that he 
was impressed by his visit to UAF.

“You should be very proud 
of  this institution,” Nellis said. “I 
see a very bright future for UAF 
in the next five to ten years.”

Laura Woodworth-Ney spoke 
on April 1. She is currently Provost 
and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs at Idaho State University. 
Woodworth-Ney has l ived in 
the Pacific Northwest, including 
Alaska, for her entire life, and has 
worked at ISU for the past 17 years.

Woodworth-Ney said that, 
despite the current concerns with 
the budget, UAF leadership needs 
to be looking toward future goals.

“Do we want to be the premier 
Arctic research institution ten 
years from now?” Woodworth-
Ney sa id .  “We are  today.”

Woodworth-Ney noted that 
the focus on research by legislators 
can result in the cutting of  
humanities programs, and that 
administrators should advocate to 
the legislature for these programs.

“As a humanit ies  scholar 
myself, I am highly aware of  that 
problem,” Woodworth-Ney said.

Woodworth-Ney added that 
humanities programs should play 
to the strengths of  each campus, 
acknowledging that UAF would 
probably not be noteworthy for 
researching “medieval literature.”

Asked about alternative means 
of  funding, Woodworth-Ney said 
that pursuing private partnerships 
and utilizing student talent are 
key, but should not distract from 
the university’s core mission.

“The role of  the institution...
is not to compete with the private 
sector,” Woodworth-Ney said.

Woodworth-Ney concluded 
her sess ion by thanking the 
attendees for their participation.

“Student s  have  the  bes t 
quest ions,”  sa id Woodworth-
Ney. “Don’t tell the faculty.”

Continued “Candidates”, pg. 3.
Candidates
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Letters to the Editor:
Over the last few weeks 

there have been numerous and 
contradictory emails involving 
the right to use your UA email 
to write your legislators. There 
have also been attempts by some 
administrators to bully students, 
staff  and faculty to only write in 
support of  the UA message or worse 
their own personal stance.

It is clear from the UA email 
policy rules that students, staff and 
faculty have the legal and association 
right to use their UA email to write 
to our legislatures: the exception 
being you cannot advocate for a 
political party. Having rights and 
exercising them wisely are two 
different things. I personally think 
every UA email should come with 
a disclaimer that “What is herein 
written and attached may or may 

not represent the opinion, values 
and message of  the UA system” to 
avoid any confusion on who we are 
representing as individuals being we 
all are de facto part of  a larger system.

It is also wise to not use the 
UA email system during what is 
considered normal business hours for 
non-official activity. Arguably, writing 
our legislatures is official UA business 
because we have been asked to do it, 
but it may look in poor form to write 
legislatures when we are supposed to 
be working. Never mind the fact that 
many faculty and staff  are always 
working.

Of  note always keep in mind all 
your UA emails belong to UA with 
no veil of  privacy. Conversely it is 
probably wrong to use your personal 
non-UA email for official UA business. 
Ask Palin and Hilary about those 

headaches.
The individual bullying and 

system-wide recommendations on 
what we should and should not say 
to our legislatures are disappointing. 
Not in so much as the correctness 
of  the advisement, but in terms of  
the execution. A university should 
encourage free thought and speech.

Is it really time to quote Voltaire 
again? and again and again?

I recommend that our leaders 
and bosses provide a statement 
encouraging individuals to feel free to 
speak-write in their personal opinions 
to the legislature, while dually making 
the case why the UA system message 
is best for the UA system as a whole 
and hence the individual.

SB-174 (guns on campus) is a 
recent example. The bill has the votes 
to pass, it will pass, the lead author 
Senator Kelly is actually a great 
advocate for UAF, but as President 
Johnsen eloquently and logically 
wrote-we can make a difference by 
advocating for amendments to the 

bill. A starting line about how “the 
UA system respects students, faculty, 
and staff’s individual opinions and 
right to voice these opinions: below 
is the UA system message on the 
issue of  SB-174”, would have been 
a nice addition.

I actually don’t think President 
Johnsen was attempting to bully 
or intimidate in this case, but the 
language could be perceived as 
such. Recently we received another 
UA Statewide message saying, we 
should now speak up against SB-
174, which in the least is weak 
sauce and the worst, looks like UA 
Statewide interests would have 
been better served by encouraging 
the UA community to speak their 
minds in the first place. This is very 
confusing. Overall it is exciting to 
see the UAF community rally in 
defense of  our University in these 
difficult times.

Jeffrey A Benowitz

Less people in poverty = More consumers

Use of UA emails to contact legislatures

Dear Editor,
Recently the federal budget 

has been a hot topic across the 
nation, especially here in Alaska. 
As legislators congregate to discuss 
planning on whether to return 
to state income tax or create an 
endowment with the Alaskan 
Per manent  Fund Dividend, 
constituents are aware that 
growing American jobs is key to 
reducing our growing deficit. It 
makes sense that Alaska should 

invest in foreign aid to help recover 
from the hole we are in today.

For those who are not in-tune 
with the international affairs side 
of  business, American job creation 
is tied with the returns received on 
investing in developing nations. The 
world’s poor is one of  the largest 
untapped markets! As individuals 
transition from barely surviving to 
becoming consumers, new markets 
open for the U.S. New markets that 
can provide states such as Alaska 

with the economic boost needed to 
improve the state and federal budget.

With the closing of  numerous 
University programs, and the 
inc rea s e  i n  unemp loymen t , 
Legislators cannot afford to cut off  
large returns on investment and 
economic opportunities to generate 
big dividends. Legislators know our 
deficit wouldn’t materially change 
if  all foreign aid was eliminated, 
however, the price for the loss 
would be paid in U.S. jobs and lost 
opportunities to improve our economy 
and decrease unemployment.

Organizations such as the 
Borgen Project are working to 
build awareness of  the Economic, 
National Security and Diplomatic 
reasons for strong U.S. leadership 
in investing more into the Foreign 
Policy Budget, but it is up to 
legislator’s to invest more into our 
foreign aid and in return to invest 
in improving our nation’s economy.

Lyssi G

Once all members of  the team 
were freed from the slide, the group 
set up a staging area at a safe point 
on the slope to warm those who had 
been buried, check their vitals and 
perform first aid on minor injuries 
such as small cuts and bruises.

During the ski back after the 
slide, members of  the team who 
had been buried complained of  
chest pain due to inhalation of  snow 

while submerged. These members 
received emergency medical care 
upon returning to Fairbanks.

The Alaska Alpine  Club 
had planned a trip in the area 
for that weekend, but canceled 
the climb due to reports and 
observations of  avalanche risk.

According to Erica Lamb, 
president of  the club, this trip also 
involved summiting McCallum Peak. 

“Our approach and the UAF 
team’s approach were very different,” 
Lamb said, “We were essentially 
approaching the peak from the 

opposite direction. Conditions could 
be totally different over there.”

Oldmixon clarified that conditions 
were calm and clear on the slope, 
with temperatures in the mid 20s.

Areas like Thomson Pass and 
Ptarmigan are tested for avalanche 
danger by the AAIC because of  
their high traffic, Lamb said. The 
Delta mountains in the Alaska Range 
where Canwell Glacier is located, 
on the other hand, does not receive 
official avalanche forecasts. This 
forces climbers to rely on reports 
of  conditions from other climbers.

“Course instructors will discuss 
the avalanche with the class and 
will explore the things to be learned 
from the incident,” Oldmixon said.

“It was a stressful situation 
and our main goal is to make sure 
everyone is able to mentally unpack 
and recover,” Braband said. “It was 
because of  that training and because 
of  the education that they received 
that they handled the situation 
very quickly, very effectively.”

Avalanche
Continued from page 1

UAF minimum wage lower 
than State minimum wage

In 2014 Alaska residents voted 
to raise the minimum wage to an 
amount of  $9.75 starting January of  
2016, which left two-thirds of  UAF’s 
student worker tier system below 
the state minimum wage. The three 
tiers, labeled tier A, B and C pay, 
$8.50, $9.50 and $10.50 respectively. 
This means both tier A and B pay 
below the state minimum wage.

UAF can pay below the state 
wage because UAF follows the 
federal minimum wage, which is 
$7.25 per hour, according to Sherrie 
Soileau, UAF’s payroll manager. 
However, some students think 
following the federal wage when the 
universities reside in Alaska is unjust.

“I have the basic belief  that the 
minimum wage should be the living 
wage, especially with students with 
the raising tuition costs and the 
costs of  growing up,” Natalie Nino, 
a sophomore student worker, said. 
“We should be given the opportunity 
to have appropriate pay to make all 
those things happen. We shouldn’t 
have to always rely on our parents.”

Some students felt that the 
Un iver s i t y  shou ld  ma in ta in 
the  s tate ’s  min imum wage.

“I think that they should raise it 
at least to the minimum wage that 
everyone else is making,” Heather 
Bieber, a tier B student employee at 
the library, said.  “I think it’s only fair 
that we get paid adequately for the 
work we do since we don’t get any 

benefits.” Bieber was surprised UAF 
hasn’t raised the wage to meet the 
Alaska’s minimum wage, considering 
popular employers of  college 
students such as Fred Meyer often 
pay above Alaska’s minimum wage.

The University is a political 
subdivision of  Alaska and because of  
that classification the University must 
follow certain federal regulations. 
These regulations dictate what type 
of  employer UAF is and therefore 
decide the pay scale, Soileau said.

Some students don’t thnik 
UAF fo l l ow ing  the  f edera l 
r e g u l a t i o n  i s  s u r p r i s i n g.

“It’s a federal thing so they don’t 
have to, it’s the same reason you 
can’t smoke pot on campus,”  Nick 
Testa, a tier C student employee 
at the mailroom, said. “It’s not 
optimal but they’re federally owned 
so they don’t have to follow state,”

“I do think it should be changed, 
I think it should be linear. I’m not 
sure how other federally owned 
institutions work though,” Testa said.

Students were unsure how 
the increased minimum wage 
should be implemented,  but 
the idea that the system should 
remain  l inear  was  popular.

“I think that they should 
increase all three so they stay tiered 
as they are now,” Craig Johnson, 
a student employee at OIT, said.

“The students are still doing 
a job and I don’t understand why 
the university doesn’t uphold 
the state standard.” Laura Stahl, 
a student employee working at 
the MBS Complex’s cache, said.

Max Erickson
Sun Star

Lil’ music reviews
A bi-weekly column by Alan Fearns, KSUA Music Director

the background with that. At least 
maybe that’s how it felt. Him and 
our friend Michael (rap name 
Michael Seuss) encouraged me to 
rap more and do projects of  my 
own. Big ups to them for that,”

Listening to the album is a 
unique experience compared 
to most contemporary hip hop, 
where the lyrics are not driven by 
sex, drugs or politics as much as 
depression, fear and happiness.

When asked about the inspiration 
for his album, Miles replied 
“Intense self-loathing, basically.” 

Compared to artists in a 
similar vein of  hip-hop (Yung 
Lean, Oliver~, Tive Takashi), 
Miles sounds the most manic.  
He does not hang on to any one 
emotion, but is flipping through 
them between tracks.  The few 
songs referencing molly do not 
sound serious or drug-dependent 
and the ones about women are 
about past relationships or anime.

“We are a team of  like-minded 
who enjoy making music and grew 
up watching anime and all that 
good stuff<3… as for the girl of  
#UHurtinMeGirl, she is thankfully 
just a mixture of  unpleasant 
experiences I’ve had with both exes 
and girls I never made anything 
official with. I try not to make 
songs about one specific person 
on the off  chance that they listen 
to it and get embarrassed. Hah.”

Miles Farewell
“Habitual Quitter: I am not an 
adult”
Favorite Tracks:  1, 3, 5, 7!, 9,  
10!, 12, 15!!, 16

Miles Farewell, producer of  
Mona Lisa’s “IDK I’M HAIGH,” 
MMONA’s “Paige” and member 
of  Dior Sentai with Paco Escobar, 
Lautlos and Dankte, dropped his 
debut album as a solo artist.  After 
becoming Facebook friends, I had 
the opportunity to interview Miles 
about his inspiration for “Habitual 
Quitter: I Am Not An Adult.”  He 
also informed me of  Morgan Haigh’s 
new project Triniti and gave shout 
outs to his friends that motivated 
him to complete the album.

“I started rapping with my 
friend Dante (who has gone by 
Deezerific Vitamins and Dankte) 
after our garage rock duo split up 
but I was always kind of  more in 

For full reviews visit uafsunstar.com
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 5
Maybe you should crawl out of  
your dorm-cave and take a 
nature walk at Creamer’s Field 
at noon. They’ll teach you about 
the boreal forest and other stuff. 
I personally got really burnt out 
on Creamer’s Field from constant 
elementary school field trips, but if  
you’re new to Fairbanks you might 
find it neato. - Molly Putman / Layout 
Editor

Thursday / 7
Have you, like me, ever dreamt of  
joining the circus? Have you ever 
watched in bewilderment at those 
aerial artists twisting and turning in 
those sky-high silks? Well come to 
Ascension Rock Club tonight 
from 6:30 - 8 p.m. to learn how 
to master the art of  the aerial 
silks.

In other news, on this day in 1864 
the first camel race in America 
was held in Sacramento, 
California. So please, everyone, take 
this time to appreciate the great sport 
of  camel racing. And possibly plan a 
trip to Morocco where camel racing 
and camel shows are still widely 
celebrated at festivals nation-wide. - 
Lida Zakurdaew / Distribution Manager

Friday / 8
Today is the last day to offer 
feedback on the candidates for 
UAF Chancellor! I get it, this kind 
of  thing is extremely Not Sexy, often 
going ignored by the student body 
at large. But the fact is, whoever is 
selected for the job is going to try to fix 
the budget, and making hard choices 
about which programs to keep and 
which to cut. So, if  you’re going to be 
at UAF for a while, consider making 
your voice heard while you can. 
Recordings of  the candidates’ Q&A 
sessions, and links to the feedback 
forms, can be found at http://bit.do/
uafchancellor. Make sure to have 
your feedback in before 5 p.m. - 
Spencer Tordoff / Web Editor

Saturday / 9
The GSA is hosting a Drag Show 
starting at 7 p.m. in the Wood 
Center Ballroom. Tickets are $10 
for the general public and $15 
for VIP tickets.  Bring some mad 
cash in the form of  $1 bills if  you 
want to tip the performers.  Having 
been to last year’s show, I can say that 
there are some performances worth 
catching.  And hey, it’s a fun way to 
spend a Saturday night. - Kyrie Long / 
Copy Editor

Sunday / 10
North Star Ballet’s Spring Gala- 
Les Sylphides will be in Hering 
Auditorium at the Lathrop 
High School from 2 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Tickets are $25 for adults, $18 for 
students/seniors and $10 for children. 
Three other pieces aside from Les 
Sylphides will be performed during 
the program, including Classical 
Symphony, Through Section and Four 
Carefree Capers. Each piece offers 
something a little different in music 
and dance styles. It would be a great 
way to spend your Sunday, so grab 
your tickets ahead of  time and mark 
your calendars. - Sarah Manriquez / 
Photo Editor

Monday / 11
Registration and fee payment 
for fall 2016 opens today!  Take 
some time this week to put together 
your class schedule in preparation.  
OR, if  you’re a graduating senior like 
me, you can smile snarkily and wave 
as this date whooshes past you. ;) - 
Danny Fisher / Editor-in-Chief

Naturally Perspiring By  Mason Schoemaker

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Lida Zakurdaew / Sun Star

‘Nook on the Street
On Tuesday the Alaska Senate discussed SB 208 which would 
eliminate the Alaska Performance Scholarship and the Alaska 
Education Grant. High school graduates of  2016 would be the last 
class to receive these grants. This week we asked students: What 
are your thoughts on these forms of  state-sponsored aid, and the 
potential of  losing them?

I’m a lot nicer than my “walking to 
class” face I promise.

I strive to one day be as fearless as 
the campus squirrel.

Alaska: One of  the few places 
where the season can change in just 
a few hours.

Imagine: instead of  turnin up, 
learning up. Get your grades lit. 
Textbooks and skills, not Netflix 
and chill.

Make UAF wifi great again!

Everyday is April Fools day at 
UAA, because the Seawolves are a 
fucking joke.

Damn UAF back at it again pissing 
off students. Naturally uninspiring. 

I’m behind someone at value 
village who bought $278 worth of  
stuff. I didn’t even realize that was 
possible. 

Shoutout to UAF for finding a new 
way to milk another 300 bucks 
from every cutler resident.
Why did dine 49 just jack up all 
their prices? There’s 1 month left in 
the semester. 

Last week on 
Yik Yak

Yik Yak is a social media app that 
allows people anonymously to create 
and view “Yaks” within a 5-mile radius. 
These Yaks are selected  and compiled 
by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

AWARDS UP 
TO $5,000
PROJECT FUNDING FOR

 � Any undergraduate student
 � Any year
 � Any discipline

APPLICATION DEADLINE
 � February 26, 2016

INFO AT
 � www.uaf.edu/ursa

fromfrom

APPLY NOW FOR

SUMMER PROJECT FUNDING

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.
"I think that the Alaska Performance Scholarship is 
something that's really necessary for getting people 
to our school. I feel that without that a lot of  peo-
ple will choose other state schools that are outside 
of  Alaska. I think our state schools are really good 
at keeping people in Alaska. We should use these 
schools as a way to keep people here to help our job 
force. I feel that it's a silly move to sort of  push our 
students outside of  Alaska instead of  keeping them 
here."

“I think that anything scholarship or grant that they 
can offer to make life easier for students is essential 
for the diversity that exists in the campuses. I think 
that to eliminate any of  them is foolish and we could 
lose students, and we could lose population. And our 
numbers could go down, which would decrease the 
possibility of  other kinds of  funding which this uni-
versity depends on and the state depends on. It is 
essential to maintaining a population not just at the 
local or the university level, but at the state level if  
we are to be a viable force in the global community 
that UAF is. It would be bad. I believe that people 
are looking for places to save money in the state, and 
taking it from scholarships and grants is completely 
the wrong way to do it.” 

Gunnar Keizer, Music

Leslie Drumhiller, 
Masters of  Oral 
History
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As a student of the University of Alaska, 
you could be saving 17% on qualifying 
AT&T plans.

To check your eligibility, choose from these options:
• Go to http://www.att.com/getIRU. 

• Go to your nearest store (bring proof of eligibility such as an
 employee badge, paystub or student ID).

• Contact your AT&T sales representative, Kerry Emery, by emailing   
 ke0559@att.com or calling 907.264.7245.

Store Locations

Sponsorship Program discounts: Monthly service discounts are available to qualified employees, students and other authorized individuals associated with eligible sponsoring organizations, such as companies and colleges/universities with a qualified business agreement (“Business 
Agreement”). Individuals must provide proof of eligibility (valid employee badge/student ID card, paystub or other approved validation method) and subscribe to service as Individual Responsibility Users (IRUs), taking personal liability for their accounts. Discounts are subject to the 
Business Agreement and may be interrupted, changed and/or discontinued without notice to you. A minimum number of employees, minimum monthly service charge for qualified plans, additional AT&T services or other requirements may apply for eligibility. Under some Business 
Agreements, the discount can vary monthly depending on your organization’s aggregate volume of qualified charges. Discounts apply only to the monthly service charge of qualified plans (unless otherwise provided in your organization’s Business Agreement). If you have a question 
about available discounts and/or your eligibility, contact your organization’s telecom manager or contact us at att.com/getIRU. © 2015 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

 

Aurora Center
Teddy Bear Plaza


