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Welcome back!
Move-in day photo collage on page 3

Volleyball
prepares for
2016 season
Aaron Walling
Sun Star

Students return to the dorms during “Move-in Day” on August 25. Photos continued on page 3.
UAF Photo by JR Ancheta

Legal but not free:

staying safe with marijuana in Alaska

Matt Mertes
Sun Star

On November 4 2014, Ballot
Measure 2 was passed by the voters
of Alaska, making the state one
of only four in the U.S. to legalize
the possession and consumption of
marijuana by persons over the age of
21. Though it may seem like a simple
change, there are many specific rules
and restrictions to know if one wants
to stay safe and legal in the state.
In many respects Alaska has tried

to keep marijuana law similar to
laws regarding alcohol. Remember
that marijuana is still illegal for those
under 21 years of age. Those 21 or
older can possess up to one ounce of
marijuana and consume it on private
property, in a private residence.
However, they need to be indoors and
out of public view while they partake.
Private property is the safest
option, but what if someone is
camping? Smoking in state parks
could lead to a costly fine. National
parks and forests, meanwhile, are

under federal jurisdiction, and all
federal laws pertaining to marijuana
are in effect on those lands. So
bring the firewood and make
sure that’s the only thing burning.
Federal restrictions are important
to students living on campus, as well.
UAF is on federal land and receives
funding from the Department
of Education, so possessing or
consuming marijuana on campus
or in a dorm room is still illegal.
Continued “Marijuana” pg. 2

Resources for academic success
Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Everyone needs help with a class
from time to time. Luckily, there are
many services around campus that
can help students with a myriad
of subjects. Some of these services
are open to walk-ins, and others
book sessions in advance. There is
help for anyone struggling with a
class or university life in general.
The Academic Advising Center,
located in Room 509 Gruening, helps
students who have not declared a
major or students looking at exploring
other majors. They hold student
success workshops on various study
skills and university information
such as time management, note
taking and creating a four-year plan.
Rural Student Services (RSS),
helps students of Native background
or from rural locations. They offer
a variety of services including
advising, fostering a place to practice
tradition and encouraging personal
development. RSS helps about 580
students, according to Olga Skinner,
the staff advisor. RSS is located on the
second floor of the Brooks Building.
Student Support Services (SSS)
Tweet us! @ uafsunstar

works with students who are firstgeneration college students, are
financially limited or have a disability.
SSS encourages and motivates
students to complete their studies,
and assists them through their college
experience. SSS offers a wide variety
of programs including laptop and
technology loans, tutoring, printing
and financial literacy. Students can
apply to SSS online or go to the office
at Room 514 in the Gruening building.
The UAF Writing Center assists
students with all aspects of writing
including brainstorming, organizing
thoughts, researching, citation styles
and editing. The center also has free
printing of up to 25 pages. They have
hours from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. excluding
4 - 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday.
They also have hours from 10 a.m. 1 p.m. Friday and 1 - 6 p.m. Sunday.
The Writing Center is located in
Room 801 of the Gruening building.
Students can make an appointment
by calling 907-474-5314 or emailing
uaf-writing-center@alaska.edu
The UAF Speaking Center assists
students and faculty prepare and
deliver public presentations. They
offer assistance with conceiving,

organizing, writing and delivering
individual or group presentations.
The center is located in Room 507
Gruening. It has various hours every
day except Sunday ranging from
around 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Specific
hours can be found on the UAF
Speaking Center Website. Students
can make an appointment by
calling 907-474-5470 or emailing
uaf-speakingcenter@alaska.edu
The UAF Math and Stat Lab
is available to help any student
in a mathematics or statistics
course. Students can get help from
tutors or just use the area to work
on homework. The lab also has
computers and printers available
for student use. The lab is located in
Chapman 305 and is open 10 a.m. 7 p.m. Monday through Friday and
noon to 6 p.m. Saturday. Students
do not need to make an appointment
for the Math and Stat Lab.
The UAF Women’s Center, offers
resources, advocacy and a study
space for anyone to use. It is located
in Room 130 of the Wood Center.
The Women’s Center also includes
the office of UAF’s Title IX Advocate.

Nanooks volleyball is preparing
for a grind this year after a warmup
against former UAF players. The
team, with Head Coach Brian Scott,
got a good look at some of the lineups
they will use for this upcoming season.
“We’re a little bit rusty,” Scott
said after the Alumni game on
Saturday. “It’s good for us to
be able to find out who we are,
and to find out we’re made of.”
Some of the newest Nanooks got
to strut their stuff in the exhibition
game. They played three sets against
the Alumni team, in front of fans who
came out to see their home team in
action. One of the standout players
was junior college transfer Angela
Molesworth. Molesworth and other
outside hitters will be looking to fill
some big shoes, as they come to the
team following Sam Harthun, who
led the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference (GNAC) in all-time kills.
Harthun graduated after achieving
the record last season. Molesworth
showed poise on the net, albeit in
a preseason game, but some of
the hits came down with force.
Molesworth comes in with
a .329 hitting percentage from
last season, placing her 27th
in the National Collegiate
Athletics Association Division II.
Rachel Nichols also arrived
from the ranks of junior college
and dove to the ground to keep the
ball alive for play after play. She is
going to be the primary setter for the
Nanooks based on her performance.
Nichols came from Salt Lake

"I think we’re getting
better every day in
the gym and I think
we’ll be ready to roll."
- Brian Scott, head coach.
Community College, where she
led with 1,061 assists last year
which was ranked 16th best
out of all junior college players.
Paola Oliver-Otero, a freshman
from San Juan, Puerto Rico, makes
another intriguing addition to the
Nanooks. Oliver-Otero will be
primarily playing behind senior
Megan Olsen on the depth chart, but
she demonstrated a serve with top
spin, which is useful for throwing off
opposing teams. Oliver-Otero will
have time to learn, but she has the
tools to be good from the service line.
One thing was certain — the
Nanooks have become a taller team.
“We do have a couple of kids that
got a few more inches,” Scott said.
Molesworth, freshman Kim Wong
and freshman Tatum Upchurch are all
new players who stand above five feet
ten inches. The added height should
give the Nanooks more options to help
set up blocks and defensive strategies.
The Nanooks open their season
on Sept. 2 at the Hawaii Invitational
against Hawaii Pacific University.
Their first home game is against
Seattle Pacific on Sept. 15, which
will also be their GNAC opener.
“Well ready or not, it’s here,” Scott
said of the upcoming season. “I think
we’re getting better every day in the
gym and I think we’ll be ready to roll.”

Like us on Facebook!
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Keeping healthy below zero
Megan Moon
Staff Writer

Subzero temperatures, long
nights and cabin fever can be difficult
obstacles for Fairbanks outsiders
and longtime citizens to overcome.
Thankfully there are many ways to
cope with the long winter months
and UAF has a wide array of
resources to help students, faculty
and visitors maintain happy and
healthy lifestyles. Here are some tips
to help students cope with the winter.
1.

Seek out foods rich with

vitamin D. With less sunlight in
the months ahead, human skin
needs nutrition from alternative
sources. Certain dairy products, fish
native to Alaska and mushrooms
are good sources of vitamin D.
2. Enjoy the great outdoors
during favorable weather by taking
advantage of the UAF Department
of Recreation, Adventure and
Wellness Center’s (DRAW). Visit
the Hulbert Nanook Terrain Park,
Patty Ice Arena, outdoor climbing

tower or skiing trails. Hours, location
and equipment rental information
is available at DRAW’s website.
If the weather doesn’t cooperate,
UAF’s Student Recreation Center
(SRC) is available to students yearround. The SRC offers a plethora of
indoor activities, as well as standard
cardio and weightlifting equipment.
Indoor swimming, rock wall climbing,
yoga, spin classes, interval training
and racquetball are all offered.

3. During permitting weather
conditions, take a short walk to
visit either Gulliver’s Books, Alaska
Coffee Roasting Company or College
Coffeehouse. For trips further off
campus, UAF-issued Polar Express
cards grant students, faculty and staff
unlimited use of the Fairbanks MACS
public transportation system, which
offers bus routes to destinations around
town Monday through Saturday.

Driving while possessing less
than one ounce is legal as long as all
individuals in the vehicle are over
21. However, and unsurprisingly,
driving while consuming or under
the effects of marijuana is illegal.
High and in need of transportation?
It’s best to call a cab or a friend.
It’s important to note that all

marijuana concentrates – such as
waxes and oils – are still universally
illegal to posses or consume. Legal
use and possession of marijuana
only applies to the buds and
flowers of the mature plant.
While these are good rules to
know off-hand, they’re by no mean
the only restrictions on marijuana

in Alaska. If ever unsure of the
rules, consider that if it’s illegal with
alcohol, it’s probably illegal with
marijuana too. To learn more about
marijuana legalization in Alaska,
more information can be found at
Norml and the Alaska Department
of Health and Social Services.
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Using marijuana within 500
feet of schools, school buses and
recreation or youth centers is still very
much illegal. The only exception is
if your personal residence is within
the bubble and you are inside, out of
view of the public. Again, if someone
is behind closed doors on private
property, they have a green light.
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In recognition of the 70th
anniversary of independent
student journalism at UAF,
the Sun Star has amended
this year's volume number to
reflect the continuing legacy
of the Polar Star.
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Welcome
back!
Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Dorms across campus filled with
books, bags, keepsakes from home
and students of all ages on UAF’s
yearly “Move-in Day”. Residence
life staff was on hand to help campus
residents get settled in.

UAF Photos by JR Ancheta

I can BEARLY
contain my
excitement for
this semester.
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events Letters from

The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 30

Thursday / 1

Saturday / 3

Check out Party in the Park
this afternoon. All of UAF’s clubs
will have booths setup so students
can come connect with them. It
takes place from noon - 3 p.m.
outside of the bookstore. - Zayn
Roohi / Multimedia Editor

DRAW is hosting their fall
outdoor festival from 6 - 9 p.m.
by the SRC climbing tower. They
will be having outdoor shenanigans
like frisbee golf, slacklining
and a climbing competition.
This is a great opportunity to
do some outdoor summer stuff
before the impending approach of
darkness and subzero temperatures.
- Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Cold beer, nice acoustics and great
company lend to a Saturday night
at The Pub with live music by
Emma Hill at 9 p.m. - Megan
Moon / Staff Writer

Wednesday / 31
T he Inter national Students
Organization is hosting an
International Welcome Mixer
in the Fine Arts Complex Great
Hall at 4 p.m. Come for the
opportunity to meet people and
while enjoying snacks and beverages.
If socializing is your thing, you
could make some great new friends
here. - Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Friday / 2
Learn about why Alaska is such
a strange place for earthquakes
and what new seismic research is
going on from Dave Scholl, one of the
most distinguished marine geologists
from the USGS in the Elvey
Auditorium from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
- Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Sunday / 4
Interested in writing or photography?
Want to get paid? Come to our
weekly Freelancer Meeting! Visit
us in Constitution Hall, Room 305
at 1 p.m., and learn how your words
and photos can help inform campus,
and turn into cash money for you. Spencer Tordoff / Editor-in-Chief

Monday / 5
It’s Labor Day! No classes!
Do something awesome and fun! Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Clubs and lectures offer scientific insights
Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

UAF is known for its scientific
research and community. Campus is
home to an array of different clubs
and organizations that support that
community, and every year various
university organizations hold public
lectures. Three of these organizations
are the UAF Geophysical Institute
(UAF GI), the Physics Journal
Club and Undergraduate Research
and Scholarly Activity (URSA).
The UAF GI organizes the
“Science For Alaska Lecture
Series” for the public to learn
more about scientific discoveries
happening around Alaska.
The Physics Journal Club holds
lectures every Friday at 3:45 p.m.
in the Globe Room of the Elvey
building. The club presents a variety
of topics under the umbrella of
Physics. Abstracts for the weekly
lectures are located on the Journal
Club website. The club’s organizer
is Physics Professor Chung-Sang Ng.
URSA holds monthly lectures
to showcase the scientific work
of UAF faculty. Old lectures are
recorded and posted to the URSA
website under “Research Showcase.”
T h e re a re m a ny s t u d e n t
o rg a n i z at i o n s t h at c a n h e l p
students of all backgrounds and
majors get involved with the
scientific community on campus.
The Association of Women in
Science - Alaska Chapter (AWIS-AK)
encourages people to participate in
science, engineering and mathematics.
“Founded in 1971, the Association for

Women in Science is the largest multidisciplinary organization for women
in science, technology, engineering,
and Mathematics,” according to the
AWIS website. People who want to
join AWIS can apply at the national
website, then contact the President
of AWIS-AK Elena Sparrow.
The UAF Cyber Security Club
aims to improve the community by
training students in computer science
and computer security. They accept
people of all skill levels. They meet
on Saturday at 2 p.m. in Chapman
Room 206. In 2014, club members
participated in the National Collegiate
Cyber Defense competition and
received third place out of 180 schools.
The advisor is Computer Science
Professor Orion Lawlor. Contact
email: lawlor@alaska.edu
The Geoscience Club meets
every Friday to talk about Geology
and similar fields. They also go on
field trips and do activities. They
meet at 4:45 p.m. in Reichardt
Room 235. Contact email:
wgcrumpacker@alaska.edu
The Anthropological Society
helps students gain experience
with Anthropology. They hold
meetings on the first and third
Wednesday of every month at 5
p.m. in Bunnell Room 302. Contact
email: pcjobe@alaska.edu
The Entomology Club unites
students interested in insects and
arthropods of all sorts. They meet
on Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. in Murie
Room 103. Their advisor is Derek
Sikes, entomology professor. Contact
email: ahaberski@alaska.edu
The American Indian Science

and Engineering Society (AISES)
advocates for people of the
native community to become
mathematicians, scientists and
Engineers. The AISES community
celebrates Native culture, hosts
research and shares internships and
scholarships. They hold meetings
every other Thursday from 1 2 p.m. in the Brooks Buildings
G a t h e r i n g Ro o m . C o n t a c t
email: rgkangas@alaska.edu
Some of
UA F ’ s c l u b s
are meant specifically for
students taking certain degrees.
The Fisheries and Ocean Science
Student Association (FOSSA)
advocates and assists students in
the School of Fisheries and Ocean
Sciences (SFOS). FOSSA is advised by
Trent Sutton, the SFOS associate dean
of Academic Programs. Contact
email: aethornton@alaska.edu
The American Association of
Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) UAF
Student Chapter helps students
learn about research and careers
in petroleum exploration and
geoscience. They provide career
advice and network students with
professionals in the industry. Anyone
can attend The UAF chapter’s
events or become an official member
people can join at the national
AAPG website. The UAF chapter’s
meetings are on Wednesdays at noon.
in the Runcorn Room of Reichardt.
The advisor is Catherine Hanks,
professor of Geosciences. Contact
email: clhanks@alaska.edu
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Your pho
Your pictures could be selected for the Sun
Star’s Photo of the Week! Post your pictures
on FaceBook, Twitter or Instagram under the
hashtag #UAFSunStar. If we pick your photo
it’ll be printed in the paper, and you’ll
win great prizes!
SUN
STAR
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Return to home soil
Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

The air is getting cooler, the
birds are noisily announcing
their departure and the leaves are
beginning to change. Autumn is
returning to Interior Alaska, and
with it, a new academic year has
begun here at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks.
If you’re new to the campus, or
to Fairbanks in general, welcome!
You have arrived, simply put, in
a strange place nestled within
a strange place. UAF has no
small number of oddities and
idiosyncrasies, many unique to
Alaska. Our university owns its
own rocket launch range and
was recently handed the keys to a
facility conspiracy theorists suspect
of controlling the weather. You may
hear tales of the tunnels that form
a web underneath our campus
(I assure you, they are very real)
or that Wood Center’s “stairs to
nowhere” were meant to lead to a
third floor (that one is also true).
Equally unique to Alaska is
the crisis we presently face. The
plummeting price of oil has left
the state in financial free-fall, and
legislators find the UA system a
juicy target for cuts. Fears and
rumors swirl around UA System
President Johnsen’s “Strategic
Pathways Initiative” and rightfully
so: the initiative represents a series
of painful but ultimately necessary
cuts and cost reductions. Although
some departments will be more
affected than others, ultimately we
will all feel the sting of these fiscal
hard times.
But despite the strangeness and
circumstances, I earnestly believe
you have made an excellent choice
in coming to UAF. For its cost,
the quality of education here is
excellent. Our departments are
staffed with talented, passionate
professors and staff. And UAF’s
scientific focus – combined with its
unique location – makes our school
uniquely positioned to be a leader
in Arctic research and on the front
lines of analyzing climate change.
No matter who you are, where
you’ve come from or what you’ve
arrived to study, you can do well
here. Study hard. Don’t be afraid
to ask for help when you need it.
Though it’s often overlooked, make
sure to have fun – it’ll help pass the
time in the dark winter.
And if you’re already a veteran
of UAF, well, you’re probably
already on-track. Keep doing what
you’re doing. Godspeed.
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‘Nook on the Street

UAF’s 2016 Fall Semester started Monday, August 29. This week we asked students: what are you looking forward to most this school year?

Taylor Seitz

Maynard Maglaya

Malia Walters

“I am looking forward to seeing all my
friends again that I didn’t see all summer
and getting started with classes.”

“Straight A’s all the way!”

“I am looking to doing a lot stuff with
the honors council.”

Jillian Bjornstad

Bobbie McNeley

Jesse Klejka

“Connecting with my fellow peers,
checking out clubs on campus and doing
well in school.”

“Starting a new club, the Unangax
Language and Culture Club.”

“Doing research and graduating next
semester.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Naturally Perspiring
By Mason Schoemaker

Sudoku
6

5
3

6 2
7 8 2
1 9
5
8
1
3
4
1
7
5
1
6
9
6 3
7 4 1
4 3
2
4
7

Fill in the squares so that the numbers
1-9 each appear once in every row,
column, and box.
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WINTER IS COmING

Help the Botanical Garden prepare for the big freeze!
UAF is an AA/EO employer
and educational institution

Saturday, September 3rd Noon - 2pm

the University of Alaska Fairbanks

75%

65%

60%

Check your university email inbox beginning August 28 for an email from Ian Olson inviting you to participate in
the survey.
Every student who completes a survey will be entered in a random drawing for one of five $250 Visa Gift Cards
after the survey closes.
Data source: Percentages above based on national data from the 2015 Freshman Survey.

