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At 8:30 a.m last Saturday, 
Jerzy Ellanna, chair of  the Nanook 
Traditions Board, was standing behind 
a table in the Nenana parking lot, 
supplying work gloves and hard hats 
to the 75 or so assembled students. 
Campus community members were 
gathered to start building the huge 
bonfires that would burn for hours that 
evening, the signature event of  UAF’s 
yearly Starvation Gulch celebration.

“Keep your hat on!” Ellanna said 
through a megaphone, directing her 
comment at a member of  the Chi 
Alpha fraternity who stood atop a pile 
of  pallets, head unprotected. Around 
10:30 a.m. the Residence Life and 
Chi Alpha build was just beginning to 
take shape, while the fire department 
pallets laid stacked haphazardly in 
the far corner of  the lot. The College 

Danc ing  l ight s  cascad ing 
across the sky in greens, purples 
and even pinks are a natural 
phenomenon enjoyed often in Alaska.

People have wondered in awe 
since prehistoric times what these 
glowing, dancing displays could be. 
The earliest potential recordings of  
the aurora borealis were uncovered 
at at the site of  Babylon on a 
clay tablet, According to NASA.

Archaeologists and historians 
believe the clay tablet was comprised 
of  observations made by the official 
astronomers during the 37th year 
of  King Nebuchadnezzar II which 
dates back to 568/567 B.C.E.

Two female joggers were chased 
and one assaulted near the Fairbanks 
campus last week. The UAF Police 
Department is investigating what they 
believe to be two separate incidents.

The first incident occurred on 
Monday, Sept. 12 at 4:15 p.m on the 
bridge crossing between campus and 
West Valley High school, according to 

During the annual State of  the 
University Address held in the Davis 
Concert Hall Thursday afternoon, 
newly appointed interim Chancellor 
Dana Thomas discussed the difficulties 
facing the University of  Alaska in what 
he described as “an unclear future.”

“One of  the things I love to 
do most in Alaska is get out in the 
wilderness, especially in a canoe,” 
Thomas said. “However, you will 
generally not find me paddling 
lakes or ponds. I like the challenge 
of  whitewater and as you know all 
too well, the university has been 
facing a long stretch of  rapids.”

While large scale budget cuts and 
Strategic pathways, a framework to 
reorganize the university by placing 
specialties at each campus, have been 
discussed at length, Thomas presented 
the crowded concert hall with 
some new ideas during his speech.

Thomas placed s ignif icant 
emphasis on increasing UAF’s 
enrollment. Over the next five years, 
Thomas said he hopes to bump the 
university’s admitted baccalaureate 
students to 5,000, increase associate 
level and baccalaureate intended 
students  to 2,300 and most 
significantly bump the undergraduate 
graduation number from 1,000 
last spring to 1,200 by 2021.

Currently, UAF leads the statewide 
university system with a 6-year 
baccalaureate graduation rate of  
more than 40 percent. Thomas would 
like to increase that to 50 percent.

In order to increase student 
enrollment as well as student 
graduation, Thomas emphasized 
the need for continued fundraising 

of  Engineering and Mines structure 
already stood at least two stories high.

“I don’t know what the firefighters 
are doing at the moment. [ResLife 
and Chi Alpha] are doing a boat, 
[the College of  Engineering and 
Mines] had so much wood that 
this was the best structure we 
could come up with—it’s supposed 
to be a castle,” Ellanna said.

The participating teams compete 
for any of  three trophies: Biggest 
Flame, Most Creative and Longest 
Burning. Cody Rogers, associate 
director of  Programming, will have 
various staff and students vote on which 
teams were deserving of  each prize.

Ellanna took over as Chair 
of  the Nanook Traditions Board 
in the Spring of  2016, from 
for mer chair  Danni  Atk ins.

the police statement. The woman was 
reportedly jogging toward Fairbanks 
street when the suspect ran up 
behind her and grabbed her buttock. 
The suspect then ran eastbound 
through the West Valley high school 
parking lot and disappeared. The 
suspect was described as a white 
male in his teens or early 20s with 
dirty blond hair. At the time of  the 
incident he was wearing dark shorts 
and a dark blue hooded sweatshirt.

a n d  i n c re a s e d  s ch o l a r s h i p s 
provided to students, as well 
as top notch campus facilities.

The Board of  Regents has 
approved bonding to complete the 
new engineering building, which has 
been sitting vacant for at least a year.

“I look forward to seeing 
students in class in that building in 
the spring of  2018,” Thomas said.

During the speech, Thomas 
paused to show a short video, produced 
by eLearning and University relations, 
highlighting UAF’s accomplishments 
over the past century, an overarching 
theme throughout his speech.

These included the upcoming 
centennial  anniversary to be 
celebrated in January, the recent 
naming of  UAF as a tier one 
national university by U.S News 
and World Report (making UAF 
the only tier one university in 
Alaska) and the increasing of  the 
Alumni Association membership 
by 23 percent in only 18 months.

“We are a university that was 
founded by a cast of  interesting 
characters,” Thomas said. “It’s 
because of  their strong will and 
foresight that we are here today.”

While Thomas feels strongly that 
UAF has a strong leadership team, he 
encouraged the public to contact the 
legislature and share their concerns.

“It’s important that legislators 
hear from us about the increasingly 
difficult choices we must make if  the 
budget is reduced further,” Thomas 
said. “We must ask them to create a 
revenue stream this year to address 
the budget gap, and if  they are not 
willing to do so, then we must ask 
them what kind of  future the state 
will have without a strong university.”

The second incident occurred on 
Thursday, Sept. 15 at approximately 
10 p.m. A woman was jogging on 
the bike bath on Farmer’s Loop 
Road near Taku Drive when a 
man began chasing her along the 
path. The woman was able to 
outrun the suspect, returning to her 
residence hall where she reported the 
incident to the police. The suspect 
was reportedly wearing a dark, 
hooded sweatshirt and long pants.

The suspects have not yet been 
identified, but the UAFPD believe 
the incidents to be associated 
with two different suspects and 
are advising students, staff  and 
faculty to be aware of  one’s 
surroundings and travel in pairs.

The police request that anyone 
wi th  addi t iona l  in for mat ion 
related to either incident report 
i t  to the department,  which 
can be reached at 474-7721.

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Sarah Manriquez
Photo Editor

Ellamarie Quimby
Sun Star

State of the University: 
Thomas looks to the future

Joggers accosted near Fairbanks campus

UAF Chancellor Dana Thomas  lights the last fire at Starvation Gulch on Sept. 25, 2016. Due to 
construction occupying the area where the fires would normally be held, only three fires 
were allowed this year. In previous years, the number has been closer to 5 or 6.
Zayn Roohi / Sun Star

Keeping with Traditions: 
An inside look at Starvation Gulch

Sept. 20, 2015 DeNapoli set out to capture a photo of the aurora relfecting off the hood of her car. The car wasn’t positioned in an ideal location for 
her to get the reflection in the photo. Clouds started to move in quickly and before they blocked out the sky, DeNapoli captured this image. It has 
been shared thousands of times on Facebook and is a favorite of the photographer. Photo Courtesy of Jan DeNapoli.

Capturing the 
Northern Lights

Continued “Northern Lights”
pg. 4.

Continued “Starvation Gulch”
pg. 5. More photos on pg.3

Editorial: Let third parties in             pg. 6
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The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and/ or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Agency Assist

9/8/16 3:21 p.m. - Police responded 
to an agency assist call from the UAF 
Fire department for an unresponsive 
male found in Nerland Hall. 
Medics were requested. Individual 
was given a disorderly conduct 
warning and released to his room.

9/10/16 12:30 a.m. - Police 
responded to an agency assist call 
from the UAF Fire Department for 
an intoxicated female in the MBS 
Lobby. Medics transported the female 
to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

9/15/16 11:30 a.m. - Alaska 
State Troopers requested assistance 
from UAF Police with an intoxicated 
male reportedly hanging around 
the Sandvik apartments. The 
male suspect was found by the 
police and transported to the 
Fairbanks Correctional Facility.

9/18/16 3:29 a.m. - Alaska State 
Troopers requested assistance from 
UAF Police for a possible gang fight 
off  of  Gold Hill Road. Emergency 
medical services were called as well 
as additional Alaska State Troopers.

Criminal Trespass 

9/8/16 3:21 p.m. - A suspect known 
to have previously harassed library staff 
was reported again at the Rasmuson 

A s  A n d e r s o n - A g i m u k 
was out of  town, Cain served 
as the interim senate chair.

Joe Altman, a UAF student, 
attended as an interested party.

The senate started an approval 
of  the minutes, however, they 
did not have the last meeting’s 
minutes  so they moved on.

Library. An officer responded to the 
scene and trespassed the individual. 

9/12/16 7:35 p.m. - An officer 
found two individuals sleeping in 
the Taku drive bus hut. Both were 
trespassed from UAF property.

DUI

9/17/16 3:23 a.m. - An officer 
stopped a vehicle for failing to use 
turn signal in a timely manner. The 
20-year-old driver, Shaelynn M. 
Urwiller of  Fairbanks was found 
to be driving under the influence. 
Urwiller was arrested and transported 
to the Fairbanks Correctional 
Center and charged with a DUI.

Harassment 

9/13/16 1:35 p.m. - HAARP 
facility staff  reported that a female 
was calling and leaving harassing 
messages. A possible suspect has been 
identified. Investigation is ongoing. 

Intoxicated Person 

9/15/16 6:28 p.m. - Wood Center 
staff  reported a male asleep on the 
main floor. An officer responded to the 
scene to find the sleeping individual 
had already been trespassed. The 
individual left the area by bus.

Probation Violation 

9/12/16 11:09 p.m. - An officer 
responded to a report of  a male 

During the Officer Reports, 
Government Relations Director Matt 
Mertes said that he is setting up an 
on-campus debate between John 
Coghill and Luke Hopkins, who are 
running for Alaska State Senate.

The three ASUAF committees, 
Internal Affairs, Public Relations 
and Student Affairs, had nothing 
to report. The Public Relations 
commit tee  has  no members 
currently. The Executive committee 

causing a disturbance at the Campus 
Cache. The male, 20-year-old 
Erik D. Sheldon, was trespassed 
from the MBS dorm complex 
and remanded for probation 
violation. He was then transported 
to Fairbanks Correctional Center. 

Reckless Endangerment 

9/11/16 11:59 a.m. - A vehicle 
was reportedly driving on Tanana 
Loop with a small child in the front 
seat, not in a car seat. An officer 
made contact with the driver and 
passenger and warned driver of  State 
of  Alaska laws on child car seat use. 

Suspicious Circumstances 

9/15/16 12:39 p.m. - Signers Hall 
staff reported receiving harassing and 
angry phone calls with profanity from 
a male suspect. The calls appeared 
to be coming from a North Carolina 
number. After officer follow up, the 
suspect was found to be a known caller 
from prior calls of  the same nature 
to other University phone numbers.

9/15/16 10:17 a.m. - A Facility 
services employee reported a male 
sleeping in his vehicle in the Ballaine 
Lake parking lot. The male had 
been seen mistreating three small 
puppies. An officer responded to 
the scene. No further information.

9/15/16 11:21 p.m. - A Resident 
Director on duty reported that a 
female was chased while on a run 

has not yet had their first meeting.
SB 187-003 Purchase  o f  

ASUAF Branded Shirts or Vests 
was brought up and subsequently 
tabled until next meeting due to the 
fact that it could not be found. No 
further legislation was discussed.

Appointments

The Senate confirmed the presidential 
appointment of  Patrick Namwembe as 
well as elections board appointment of  

on Farmers Loop thirty minutes 
prior. A male wearing a dark hoodie 
chased the female to the Taku 
parking lot. UAF Police responded, 
patrolling the area and the woods 
around. Information was passed 
on to Alaska State Troopers.

Theft

9/15/16 9:11 p.m. - Cash was 
reported stolen from a wallet 
between 6:30 - 8 p.m at the SRC. 
The gym locker was not locked. 

Traffic Offense 

9/11/16 1:44 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Geist Road for a moving 
violation. The driver was cited for a 
suspended license and no insurance. 
The vehicle was then impounded.

9/17/16 12:13 a.m. - A vehicle 
was stopped for equipment violation. 
The driver was cited for no insurance. 
The vehicle was then impounded. 

Welfare Check 

9/11/16 9:51 p.m. - A request was 
made to check on a possible suicidal 
student in the Cutler Apartments. 
An officer made contact with the 
student. The student was then 
transported to Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital and relatives were contacted.

Molly O’Scannell to ASUAF Senate.

Present: Ivik Henry, Cordero Reid, 
Raymundo Lopez, Ryan Cain, Diane 
Murph

Not Present: Ben Anderson-
Agimuk excused, Joseph Degraft-
Amanfu unexcused

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as 
well as a preferred title for your 
piece. E-mail your letters to 
editor@uafsunstar.com. Letters must 
be received by 5 p.m. Friday 
in order to be run in the next 
issue.  All letters are subject to 
editing for brevity and grammar.

Letters to the Editor
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

This week’s masthead is altered in observance of Ally Week, which takes place over Sept. 26-30. Ally Week was started in 2005 by the Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Education Network to advocate acceptance and support of the LGBTQ+ community.

Lost paperwork precludes meeting
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The Fairbanks  Symphony 
Orchestra  opens  the season 
with a special National Parks 
Commemoration Concert this 
Sunday, Oct. 2 at 4 p.m. in the 
Charles W. Davis Concert Hall with 
a pre-concert lecture at 3 p.m. This 
concert is a collaboration between 
the Fairbanks Symphony and the 
National Parks, in celebration of  the 
Parks centennial. It will feature two 
pieces by contemporary composer 
Stephen Lias, written about two of  
Alaska’s beloved parks. The concert 
will begin with “Denali” and “Gates 
of  the Arctic.” After intermission the 
symphony will then take us south to 
the lower 48 and will play the famous 
Grand Canyon Suite by Ferde Grofé.

Sunday’s concert will be presented 
as a multimedia concert and Denali, 
Gates of  the Arctic and Grand 
Canyon Suites will be accompanied 
by both still and moving images 
from the different parks. Lias’s pieces 

Alaskan communities are on 
the front-lines of  damage caused 
by climate change. UAF students 
are trying to mitigate that damage 
through activism, direct action and 
education, according to Odin Miller, 
a graduate student in Anthropology 
and member of  UAF Climate Action.

UAF Climate Action and their 
parent organization the Fairbanks 
Climate Action Coalition seek to 
advocate a “just transition” away 
from fossil fuels and toward renewable 
sources of  energy, according to Miller.

“A ‘just transition’ would speak to 
a transition off of  fossil fuels toward 
a more climate-friendly future in 
accordance in the principles of  
social justice,” Miller said. “Putting 
front-line communities first and 
making sure they’re not further 
being marginalized by the effort.”

In the 1990s and 2000s there 
was a variety of  top-down solutions 
to climate change, such as the Kyoto 
Protocol. These top-down solutions 
were not very effective, and more 
bottom-up solutions, like UAF Climate 
Action and the Fairbanks Climate 
Action Coalition have been coming 
into fashion, according to Miller.

UAF Climate Action will be 
having their first meeting of  the 
year on Thursday, Sept. 29 at 5 
p.m. in the Wood Center Multilevel 
Lounge. While they have not yet had 
a meeting, the club has been active 
working on events like the Standing 
Rock Solidarity event and the showing 
of  the movie “Merchants of  Doubt.”

There is a general meeting for 
Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition 
on Oct. 1 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. in 
the Cold Climate Housing Research 
Center. At this meeting, they’ll 
be discussing what is happening 
with the organization and what 
their plans will be for next year.

Climate Action and the Fairbanks 
Climate Action Coalition will be 
hosting George Lakey, author 
of  “Viking Economics: How the 
Scandinavians Got It Right and How 
We Can Too” on Nov. 7. He will be 
speaking at the Murie Auditorium.

The club was formed in the Spring 
of  2016 to work on UAF campus-
based activism. Their faculty adviser is 
Michelle Mouton, who is the director 
of  UAF’s Office of  Sustainability 
and is a member of  the Coalition.

“This is like our future and this 
is also our present, climate change 
is happening now,” Miller said.

were written with this presentation 
in mind. The images change with 
the melody and beat of  the music.

Lias is  a self  proclaimed 
adventurer-composer and outdoor 
enthusiast according to his website. 
He resides in Nacogdoches, TX, 
where he works as the professor 
of  composition at Austin State 
University. He is no stranger to 
Alaska and was a guest of  the Denali 
Arts and Humanities Alliance in the 
summer of  2011 where he spent a 
week in the Denali National Park.

“The events and emotions of  my 
time in Denali are given sound and 
form in this celebratory piece as it 
moves through exuberance, grace, 
danger and grandeur,” Lias said.

In the summer of  2012, Lias 
returned to Alaska as the Artist-
in-Residence at Gates of  the 
Arctic National Park. He spent 
10 days backpacking with park 
ranger, Zak Richter. Lias then 
composed “Gates of  the Arctic,” 
a 14 minute piece recounting his 
adventure in the Brooks Range.

The piece made its premiere 
in  September  2014 by  the 
Boulder Philharmonic under the 
direction of  Michael Butterman.

“Gates of  the Arctic is thoroughly 
entertaining, especially with the 
photographic accompaniment,” 
Peter Alexander, Boulder music 
critic said. “But it is also a well 
crafted and skillfully designed 
piece that features strong contrasts 
and great musical drama, woven 
into an effective orchestral score.”

Lias will be the guest speaker at 
the pre-concert lecture, as well as 
operating the slideshows of  images 
to accompany the pieces that he has 
assembled. Lias and representatives 
from the National Park Services 
will also be available after the 
concert to interact with patrons.

“This is not a eye-browed, serious 
concert,” symphony Conductor 
Eduard Zilberkant said. “There is 
really a hollywood appeal, you will 
hear the music more like a soundtrack 
to a movie more than a classical piece.”

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Sarah Manriquez
Photo Editor

Students 
embrace 
climate 
activism

Photo of the Week: Kathryn Reichert
Congratulations to this week’s 
Photo of the Week Winner 
Kathryn Reichert - please 
come to the Sun Star office 
at 1 p.m. this Sunday, Oct. 1 

2016 in Constitution Hall in 
room 305 to collect your prize!

The Sun Star wants YOUR 

photos! Post your pictures 

throughout the week on 

Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 
under  #UAFSunStar. If we 
pick your photo it’ll be printed 

in the paper and you’ll win 

great prizes!

Your ad 
could be 

here!
To sponsor next week’s 
Photo of the Week, contact 
Sarah Manriquez , Sun Star 
advertising manager at 
907-474-6043 or 
ads@uafsunstar.com.

Continued from pg. 1. Story continues on page 5.

Local CBS affiliate Tanana Valley Television interviews Jerzy Ellanna regarding the history of Nanook Traditions and Starvation Gulch.
Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Right: Jerzy Ellanna directs a truck full of 
sound and lighting equipment to a different 
part of the parking lot in order to set up the 
DJ stage and music for the Gulch bonfires. 
Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Above: Jerzy Ellanna works the check-in table 
at Blacklight Ice Dodgeball, the night of Friday, 
Sept. 23. Starvation Gulch events were sched-
uled from Thursday, Sept. 22 until Sunday, 
Sept. 25. 

Fairbanks Symphony Orchestra 
celebrates National Parks
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Attention Faculty & Staff!! 
UAF Approved Printer 

Alaska Digital Printing 
For ALL your Print needs… 

 Books-Booklets-Handouts-Banners-Signs,  
Posters-Banner Stands and More. 

Quick Same-Day Turnaround 

Special UAF discounted pricing 
Free Pickup & Delivery!!! 

452-8141 

www.akdigiprint.com  

The observations describe an 
unusual red glow in the sky at night.

Mark Conde, associate professor 
of  physics, has studied the upper 
atmosphere since 1983. Conde grew 
up in Australia and saw the aurora a 
few times in his hometown in Hobart, 
which is situated on the south eastern 
coast of  Tasmania. The first time 
he saw polar Aurora was in 1984 in 
Antarctica at the Mawson Station.
The Mawson Station is one of  the 
three permanent bases and research 
outposts in Antarctica managed by 
the Australian Antarctic Division. 
Conde was a there as a Ph.D. 
student, studying space weather 
effects of  Earth’s atmosphere.

“I was in the harbor and patrolling 
the fuel tanks for leaks,” Conde said. “I 
remember standing on top of  these big 
fuel tanks and there was a tremendous 
auroral display. It was freezing and 
3 a.m., but I was quite impressed.”

Conde was  watching the 
aurora australis or the southern 
lights which are visible from high 
southern latitudes in Antarctica, 
Chile, Argentina, New Zealand and 
Australia. Whereas, in Alaska it is the 
aurora borealis or the northern lights.

In order to see these grand 
displays in the sky we need a couple 
things working in our favor – it 
has to be dark and there needs to 
be charged particles raining down 
on our atmosphere Conde said. 
These charged particles are mostly 
from the Sun, although some also 
come from material previously lost 
to space by Earth itself. They are 
accelerated onto our atmosphere by 
the solar wind and and are guided 
to high latitudes by Earth’s magnetic 
field. These particles strike our 
atmosphere 100-150 kilometers 
above our heads, where their 
collisions cause air molecules to glow.

“The colors that you see 
are character is t ics  of  which 
chemicals of  atoms or molecules 
are admitting the glow,” Conde 
said. “They hit oxygen or nitrogen 
and there are different energy 
level transitions that can happen 
which give you four or five different 
colors that appear in the aurora.”

The green color in auroral displays, 
for example, tends to be the brightest 
and most common. It is caused 
by electrons hitting oxygen atoms.

In order to capture the aurora in a 
photograph, use a camera that has the 
capability of  manipulating the shutter 
speed, aperture and ISO. Familiarity 

and some knowledge manipulating 
these three different settings will be 
crucial in order to achieve the desired 
results. If  needed, cameras can be 
checked one out from the UAF library 
for free with a valid student ID. Or for 
a specific lens there are several camera 
stores in town that can rent equipment 
from for a nominal fee per day.

Make sure to have a sturdy tripod, 
a wide lens with the capability of  
opening up to F/2.8, F/2.0, F/1.8 or 
even F/1.4. and some knowledge of  
how to use a camera in the manual 
settings, according to local professional 
photographer,  Jan Denapol i .

DeNapoli’s primary field is 
in medicine where she owns an 
orthopedic clinic in Fairbanks. 
DeNapol i  has  taken photos 
since she was young and started 
with a little brownie camera. 
She began experimenting with 
Au ro r a  p h o t o g r a p hy  a b o u t 
8-10 years ago in her yard.

“Every night out shooting the 
aurora is different,” DeNapoli said. 
“I love being out there in the cold, 
shooting the incredible formations 
that the aurora takes in the sky.”

Using the manual settings 
on a camera may seem a little 
overwhelming, so here is a break down 
some of  the settings into general steps:

1. Set the camera up on a sturdy 
tripod.
2. Make sure the camera body and 
lens are in manual focus. This may 
mean switching the AF (auto focus) 
button on the lens and slide it over to 
MF (manual focus).
3. Focus on infinity. Advanced Tip: 
Use live screen, zoom in on a single 
star, focus on it and make it as sharp 
possible.
4. Set the aperture to the lowest 
number possible.
5. Start off with an ISO at 800 and 
work from there.
6. Set shutter speed for 3 seconds.

“Don’t give up,” DeNapoli said. 
“It really isn’t that difficult to capture 
the aurora on your camera sensor, 
but getting it all down right takes 
practice, and experiment so you know 
the limits of  your own equipment. 
Shoot with people who have 
experience and whose photographs 
you like. Develop your own style of  
shooting and editing and keep on 
shooting. That’s how you get better.”

Nov. 2, 2015 DeNapoli tuned in for the night when a friend contacted her and urged her to go 
outside immeaditely. DeNapoli rushed outside to see this. Photo Courtesy of Jan DeNapoli.

Last spring, DeNapoli was going out aurora hunting nightly because the colors has been 
particularly vibrant. Spring and fall usually have some of the more colorful displays because 
of the angle of the sun, DeNapoli said. This photograph was captured on April 10, 2015. She loved 
this print so much she printed it out on metal and it hangs in her clinic. Photo courtesy of Jan 
DeNapoli.

Continued from pg. 1.

The Editor-
in-Chief 

can’t BEAR 
me

haha... ha... I’m going to get fired for this 
eventually...
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Continued from pg. 1. Additional photos on page 3.
As a third-year student, Ellanna 

says that part of  the draw of  the 
job is being involved in three of  the 
biggest event weekends on campus.

Traditions weekends exist as 
cornerstones of  the University of  
Alaska Fairbanks experience. At a 
school that lacks in many customary 
aspects of  a typical University, these 
three weekends stand in for events 
like Homecoming, March Madness 
and other typically American 
collegiate events. Ellanna’s role 
as Chair of  the Traditions Board 

plays an essential part in many 
student’s social lives during the year.

Other staff  present, like Mark 
Oldmixen, director of  DRAW 
and the Wood Center, measured 
the height of  the pallet piles 
and scrutinized protective gear.

“It’s a passing of  knowledge,” 
Oldmixen said, about the Starvation 
Gulch traditions. “Historically, the 
Chancellor would light the first fire, 
and then the first year students, 
when there were only a dozen or 
so each year, would light torches 

off  of  the central fire, and carry 
them back to light their own. It’s a 
symbol of  the older students and 
the administration passing their 
knowledge down to the new students 
as they start their college experience.”

“Because it’s the first month that 
everyone is back, and not everyone 
knows everyone yet, and it’s such a 
big, distinctly Fairbanks event. No 
other university is going to give its 
students permission to light three 
gigantic fires on campus,” Ellanna 
said. “There’s at least a thousand 
people who come out to [Starvation 
Gulch] every year. It’s a really 
important community event. I love it.”

As Chair of  the Traditions Board, 
Ellanna is responsible for a lot of  
the excecution of  plans that go into 
all of  the Starvation Gulch events. 
The Friday before the bonfires, 
she worked the check-in table for 
Blacklight Dodgeball, then spent the 
evening announcing for the event.

The Traditions Board is made 
up of  various representatives from 
different organizations around 
campus, and the Chair. ASUAF, 
Residence Life, Rural Student Services, 
Green Dot and Sigma Phi Epsilon 
all have a member on the Board, 
but other Board participants don’t 
have to work for a particular group.

“If  a student comes to us and says 
they want to involved, they can be. 
We meet on a regular basis leading 
up to Traditions weekends, we do 
all the planning, [board members] 
all have a say in what the theme 
is each year, and in what gear we 
want to order. During the events, 
they make up a big part of  the staff, 
and help make sure everything 
runs smoothly,” Ellanna said.

“Every year we open up bonfire 
signups on a particular morning, 
and groups [that want to participate] 
have to show up, in person, in the 
Student Activities Office, on time. 
This year it was Monday, September 
13 at 8 a.m. When I walked into the 
office, two of  my fires were already 
waiting for me, and the University 
Fire Department showed up just 

a little later,” said Ellanna. “This 
year’s groups have done fires for the 
past couple of  years. They’re such 
great organizations that always have 
everything planned out, and they’re 
always so cooperative with the build.”

As students and community 
members began arriving for the 
bonfires on Saturday evening, 
University Police briefed Ellanna on 
using their police radio in the case of  
an emergency. Clad in high-visibility 
vests, Student Activities Office, 
Residence Life and Wood Center 
staff manned the exits, entrances, fire 
barricades, and Safety & Security 
booth. Ellanna said the Board starts 
planning the Starvation Gulch bonfires 
about a month ahead of  time, making 
calls to local vendors and ensuring 
that the Fire and Police departments 
will be present at the event.

As Nanook Diversity and Action 
Center representative to the Board 
Daniel Nero lit the first bonfire, 
Ellanna and senior Social Work major 
Shirlie Morin looked on. Ellanna 
had originally been slated to light 
the first fire, but decided against it.

“I can’t do it every year,” 
Ellanna said. “And I want to do 
it the last year that I’m here.”

Despite a handful of  small 
concerns, the night ran smoothly 
and the event was a success. Ellanna 
did express some disappointment 
at the lack of  an appearance of  the 
Traditions stone- the 400-lb boulder 
routinely stolen by various campus 
organizations, which is meant to be 
present at every Traditions event. 

“Someone called me three times 
this week in the Student Activities 
office, trying to figure out who had 
it. I told them Alpha Phi Omega, but 
someone else told me it was Sigma 
Phi Epsilon. I don’t think anyone 
knows right now.” Ellanna said.

As the fires began to burn down 
and most of  the crowd dispersed, 
Ellanna and Morin stood at the 
entrance to the Nenana parking 
lot, holding traffic for the fire trucks 
and ambulances leaving the event. 
Ellanna laughed as she asked a 
University police officer to try his 
handcuffs. She and the rest of  the 
event staff  finished cleaning up the 
Nenana lot a little before 2 a.m., 
at which point the Frozen Fibers 
knitting club arrived to keep an eye 
on the fires as they burned down.

A firefighter sits atop his truck and watches the fires burn during Starvation Gulch 2016.
Zayn Roohi / Sun Star

Students throw their hands up in the air as they dance during Starvation Gultch. DJ 50/50 
spins fiery tunes throughout the night on Saturday, Sept. 24 2016. Baxter Bond / Sun Star

Interim Chancellor Dana Thomas, senior Daniel Nero, Jerzy Ellanna and senior Shirlie Morin 
pose for a photograph after the bonfires are lit. Both Nero and Chancellor Thomas were able 
to light the fires on Saturday night. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

As the fires burned low, students moved over to the DJ and began to dance.
Zayn Roohi / Sun Star

Starvation Gulch
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 27
People can learn about functional 

pottery from visiting artist Brenda 
Lichman on Tuesday from 9 a.m. - 

4 p.m. in Fine Arts Room 415. 
Lichman has published two books 
and was named “Emerging Artist” by 
Ceramics Monthly Magazine in May 
2009. – Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Wednesday / 28
The Pub has hump day specials 
to help get you through the rest of  the 
week. Nothing says ‘only two more 
days until the weekend’ like $3 pints 

or $10 pitchers! You grab a friend 
and enjoy some great beer. Doors 

open at 4:30 p.m. 
– Erin Granger / Staff Writer

Thursday / 29
The way my semester is going, I’ll 
be spending this night getting caught 
up on one or more classes and/or 
drinking heavily. However, if  you’re 
in the market you can learn to curl 

at the Fairbanks Curling Club 
for the handsome fee of  twenty 

American dollars. If  that sounds 
like something that you’re interested 
in, they recommend buying tickets 

in advance. 
– Spencer Tordoff / Editor-in-Chief

Friday / 30
Today’s the day to get your 

blood pumping and start your 

morning off right with Spinning 
at the Patty Center from 6 - 

7a.m. No RSVP required. Try 
getting yourself  morning motivated 
with some bumping beats as you 

cycle in your morning cardio. 
– Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Saturday / 1
Happy Harvest everybody. It’s 24 

Hour Comics Day at the Comic 

Shop off of  3rd Street. This annual 
event that starts at noon and invites 
all you creative folks to spend 24 

hours creaating a 24 page comic 

book. The Comic Shop atmosphere 
feels kind of  a home away from home 
for me (except for the part where I feel 
like I have to buy something to stay 
there) so I think this would be a fun 

event to participate in, or even 

stop by to check out some local 

creators. – Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Sunday / 2
Whoa, two days in a row! If  you’re 
scared, you don’t have to look, you can 
just stand in the corner and shut your 
eyes. “Blair Witch,” the sequel to 

the 1999 movie “The Blair Witch 

Project” came out on Sept. 16. 
However, if  you’re like me and you’ve 
been busy dividing your time between 
school, work, other work and sleep, 
you may not have had the chance to 
watch it, yet. Now that we’re a few 
weeks into the semester, I think it’s 
about time to head back to the Black 
Hills Forest, or rather, to purchase 

tickets and head to the theater 

off of  Airport Way. 
– Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Monday / 3
There will be a guided ‘Yoga 

Flow’ class at the SRC from 

5:30 - 7 p.m. If  you have a gym 

membership (note: if  you are 
taking more than 9 credits the $75 
membership fee is automatically 
applied to your semester fees for the 
year) the class is free, so you might 
as well go in and try to get something 
out of  your automatically added SRC 
membership fees. Yoga is a great way 
to build strength and flexibility, 
as well as de-stress after a 

Monday of  classes. 

– Molly Putman / Layout Editor

COMMUNITY

Editorial: Let third parties in
The Commission on Presidential 

Debates excluded presidential 
candidates Gary Johnson and Jill 
Stein from the first debate held on 
Sept. 26. In order for candidates 
to be invited to the presidential 
debates they must show 15 percent 
at polls selected by the Commission.

While the threshold isn’t different 
from any other year, the Democratic 
and Republican candidates are. 
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump 
have the worst approval ratings in 
decades according to a CBS/New 
York Times poll. Under these auspices, 
it would seem like a good time to 
lighten up the 15 percent threshold.

Other presidential candidates, 
Bernie Sanders and Trump share 
the sentiment. In an interview with 
NBC’s Meet The Press on Sept. 4, 
Sanders said that the 15 percent 
threshold was “probably too high ... 
it should be a lot lower than that.”

Trump had similar thoughts 

in a press conference held by the 
Reform Party in January of  2000. 
Although his current view, while 
running against Johnson and Stein, 
is that they should be excluded.

“I just think it’s unfair ... to have 
such a high standard, a high criteria. 
For a party that’s a legitimate party, 
that has a substantial amount of  
federal funding, that’s recognized,” 
Trump sa id .  “Very  unfa i r.”

The first and only time that a third 
candidate party was invited to debate 
was in 1992, with Ross Perot. On the 
day of  the debate, Oct.11, 1992, Perot 
was polling at eight percent according 
to the Times Mirror Center for The 
People & The Press poll. Although 
Perot later rose to achieve 19 percent 
at the polls, during that time he was 
polling lower than Johnson is now.

Johnson is showing an average 
of  eight to nine percent in the polls 
and Stein is showing three to four. 
While these numbers may seem 
small compared to the Democratic 
and Republican candidates, the 

United States is not an easy place 
for third parties to flourish. It is often 
referred to as a “two party system.”

That represents 28 million 
Americans  for  Johnson and 
9  mi l l ion  for  S te in  whose 
voices wil l  be unrepresented 
at  the  pres ident ia l  debates.

A Quinnipiac poll found that 
62 percent of  voters want Johnson 
included in the debate. This 
includes 60 percent of  Democrats, 
56 percent of  Republicans and 
69 percent of  independent voters.

If  the Commission continues 
to exclude Johnson and Stein it 
perpetuates the myth that voters 
only have two options in presidential 
elections. Johnson is on the ballot 
in all 50 states and Stein is on 45, 
both of  which are no easy feats.

Johnson and Stein have run 
effective campaigns and have proven 
that millions of  Americans are 
interested.They should be able to 
make a case to the rest of  the United 
States at the presidential debates.

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Your
face 
here!

The Sun Star is hiring a new 
multimedia editor and a new 

staff writer!

Letters from 
the Editor:
Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Serial annoyance

As university students, we know 
the feeling well; that slow dread 
that creeps in as you realize the 
number of  things that are expected 
from you in the next twenty-four 
hours. If  I’m to be totally honest, 
I’m feeling it right now. Once the 
newspaper is ready for publication 
I have at least three assignments 
looming, not counting my first 
midterm.

In my experience, this is one 
of  the ways in which the college 
experience diverges from life in 
the obnoxiously-described, but 
commonly dubbed “real world.” 
While the number of  potential 
pitfalls and complications are 
greater, regular day-to-day life 
outside of  school is much more 
serial than life inside it. Generally 
speaking, work only has one string 
of  requirements to keep track of  
and other events are fairly easily 
planned around. Education, 
meanwhile, has you monitoring 
three to five threads at a time, 
not to speak of  any job or social 
obligations added on top. Though 
many refer to “real life” as being 
much more difficult than school, I 
tend to disagree.

Perhaps the sting is dulled 
somewhat by choice. Outside 
of  the admittedly stringent core 
requirements (I’m still grappling 
with my last two), in school one is 
more or less free to study the topics 
they find interesting rather than 
things they find annoying. Things 
are not so clean or convenient 
outside of  that small pond; anyone 
who claims that they love most of  
the tasks required of  them in their 
job is either exceedingly lucky or a 
liar.

Careers may be more in-line 
with one’s university studies, but 
let’s be realistic – especially today, 
not everyone gets a career, so odds 
are good everyone graduating this 
year will have no small amount of  
annoyance facing them once they 
receive their degree.

I didn’t start this letter with a 
particular message in mind. More 
than anything, I was trying to stall 
doing my homework, which I guess 
I’ll have to look at here in a few 
minutes. But if  you take anything 
away from this piece just remember 
that you won’t have quite so many 
assignments or exams once you 
move on, but you probably won’t 
enjoy them near as much.

Contact editor@uafsunstar.com for more information
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Sudoku
Fill in the squares so that the numbers 
1-9 each appear once in every row, 
column, and box.

Solution 
to 9/20 
Sudoku

5 4 8 7 9 1 6 3 2

3 7 6 5 2 8 9 1 4

9 2 1 6 3 4 8 5 7

4 1 9 8 5 3 2 7 6

6 8 5 4 7 2 3 9 1

2 3 7 1 6 9 5 4 8

8 5 3 2 1 7 4 6 9

1 6 4 9 8 5 7 2 3

7 9 2 3 4 6 1 8 5

5 2 8 9

1 4 9 5

4 6 1

2 7

9 1 4 8 5

9 5

9 4 7

2 7 9 6

2 1 8 3

ENTERTAINMENT

Naturally Perspiring
By  Mason Schoemaker

‘Nook on the Street
Over the past month there has been one alleged sexual assault on campus and then this past week the assaults on 

joggers on nearby sidewalks. In light of  recent cuts to campus police and security, this week we asked students, how 

do you feel about the incidents on campus?

Harriet Salvador-Smith, biology, 
sophomore

Derrit Scarcer, business 
administration, junior

Claire Swanson, elementary 
education, freshman

Peter Freymueller, accounting, 
sophomore

Nils Martinsson, business 
administration, freshman

Lucie Anderson, english, 
freshman

Isaiah Bowman, anthropology, 
sophomore

“They are extremely disturbing. 
I don’t think there’s that much of  
a correlation between the police 
cuts and these acts because these 
things have been going on for 
years. I think they can do better 
in trying to prevent these kind of  
things from happening especially 
on college campuses because they 
are really prevalent.”

“It’s a real sticky situation and 
obviously the sexual assault is 
wrong but I think even when you 
cut police there’s always going to 
be crime, crime is always going to 
be there no matter what you do so 
cutting police might have hurt it 
but I think a presence might have 
stopped some of  it.”

“We just need to be careful and 
be more aware. Its not even 
their fault, the fact that they are 
running is their choice, we should 
be able to run on campus and feel 
safe.”

“It pisses me off, it’s really sad, 
it sucks that men can’t control 
themselves. There’s no reason to 
do that, we know acts like that 
aren’t right.”

“This makes me worried, but I 
think we should invest in a more 
secure and safe campus.”

“It makes me a little bit nervous, 
I’ve definitely been walking 
around with someone constantly, 
I don’t like walking by myself. 
It’s unfortunate, I wish it didn’t 
happen.”

“Seems like the priorities of  the 
budget cuts should be changed 
if  sexual assaults are a particular 
danger here, people should feel 
safe on campus and we should 
keep our police force, especially 
if  UAF is known to struggle with 
sexual assaults.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street 
was compiled by
Max Erickson / Photo Editor

STAR
SUN
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