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On Sept. 15, the Board of  
Regents approved bonding to fund 
the final stages of  construction on 
the new engineering building. This 
bonding, which will eventually 
require repayment, contributes 
$37.5 mil l ion dollars toward 
construction, according to Myron 
Dosch, UA chief  finance officer. 

When construction began in the 
fall of  2013, the budget was set at 
$108.6 million. However that number 
did not include the cost of  a floor and 
was soon increased to $118.1 million.

After construction halted in 
2015, the uncompleted building’s 
upkeep was still costing the university 
about half  a million dollars a year, 
Marian Grimes, senior public 
information officer, said. The 
current project cost is $121.6 
million, not including the funding 
recently secured by the regents.

With the recently secured funding, 
the engineering building is set to be 

completed by 
S e p t e m b e r 
o f  2 0 1 7 , 

a c c o r d i n g  t o 
Grimes.  Classes 

will not be held in 
the building until 
Spring semester 

o f  2 0 1 8 .
“ E a c h 

year we were 
looking at the 
potent ia l  for 
a b o u t  $ 2 . 5 

to 3 million in 
increased cost 

because  o f  
inflation and 
what  not ,” 

Grimes said. “So 
it made much more 

sense to finish 
i t  n o w. ”

Waiting 
for further 

s t a t e  f u n d i n g 
was not a viable 

option according to Jo Heckman, 
chair of  the Board of  Regents.

“An empty building that is not 
being used for teaching and research 
is viewed by Regents as an investment 
that is not providing returns. Its 
essentially sunk cost,” Heckman 
said. “We want to put the building 
to work. The best option was to go 
the route of  bonding and finish it 
ourselves. Waiting would only add 
to the project cost and delay putting 
the building to productive use.”

Construction on the building 
began in 2013 with plans to open 
doors to students in the fall of  
2015, but the building was never 
completed as the university did 
not receive the expected funding 
from the legislature that year.

“It’s unfortunate that when 
we started this project, both 
Fairbanks and Anchorage were 
assured of  funding,” Heckman said.

“Anchorage  was  able  to 

Bed bugs have recently been 
discovered in student apartments on 
campus. Thus far, infestations have 
been confirmed by Residence Life 
in several units in Harwood Hall, 
1 unit in the Garden apartments 
and in one uninhabited room 
in Building 757 of  Hess Village 
and treatment  us  underway 
according to Marmian Grimes, 
senior public information officer.

No additional infestations are 
suspected in any other student 
housing according to Grimes.

The university was made aware 
of  one instance of  the pests in 
September, Grimes said, and has been 
addressing the problem since then.

“People don’t need to worry about 
what they should be doing right now,” 
Grimes said. “If  they are affected we 
will have people directly in contact 
with them. Residence life has been 
working with some of  the residents 
for a while so many people already 
were aware of  what was going on.”

While no definitive cause has been 
confirmed, it is believed the bugs were 
introduced to campus on furniture 
that had been transported from an 
off  campus residence, Grimes said.

Residence Life has organized 
eradication of  the pests with 
the assistance of  American Pest 
Management ,  a  profes s iona l 
exter minat ion company.  The 
inhabitants of  each residence have 
been informed of  the issue as 
well as the treatment plan and an 
extermination team will sit down 
with members of  each residence 
to outline steps for treatment. In 
addition to treating the infestation 
in known sites, the team will 
investigate other residences to 
confirm the pests have not spread.

“There will likely be some 
additional work going on especially 
in those buildings to see if  the pests 
have spread to any other apartments 
within the building and treat as 
necessary,” Grimes said. “I think 
anytime you have any sort of  pest in 
a residential setting it’s concerning, 
so that’s part of  the reason why 
we’re doing more investigation.”

To fully eradicate the bugs, the 
extermination team will need to visit 
each affected residence multiple times 
to confirm a thorough treatment of  
the problem. Inhabitants of  each 
residence will not have to move out 
of  the residence during treatment. 
However, the treatment involves 
a number of  insecticides and 
residents have been informed they 
should avoid the their homes for at 
least 4 hours after each treatment.

According to the Center for 
Disease Control, bedbugs are flightless 
pests that tend to gather near where 
people sleep. Though they are not 
known to carry disease, their bites 
tend to cause itching and irritation.

Attached to a campus wide email 
sent out Oct. 5 are several links to 
the Center for Disease Control and 
the UAF Cooperative Extension that 
detail the treatment plan and answer 
any basic questions campus residents 
may have, according to Grimes.

Woodsmen, lumberjacks, loggers, 
students, staff  and alumni crawled 
out of  the woodwork Saturday, Oct. 
8 to compete in the 19th Annual 
Farthest North Forest Sports Festival. 
The event was free to participate in 
and was made possible by the UAF 
School of  Natural Resources and 
Extension, the Resource Management 
Society and countless volunteers 
donating their time and efforts.

Climate Change is affecting 
Alaska more than any other place 
in the U.S.; EPA statistics indicate 
the state has warmed twice as fast as 
the rest of  the country over the past 
60 years. Terry Johnson, Marine 
Advisory Agent and professor with the 
university’s Alaska Sea Grant, is trying 
to find out how this warming could 
affect the state’s valuable fisheries.

Johnson was a commercial 
f isherman before joining the 
College of  Fisheries and Ocean 
Sciences faculty and has lived 
in Alaska for over 35 years.

“Fish were always my passion 
as well as my work,” Johnson said.

The competition kicked off  at 
10 a.m., parked cars lining the way 
to the sign-up table at the Fairbanks 
Experimental Farm Fields across from 
the Georgeson Botanical Garden.

“A faculty member [in 1998] 
thought it would be a cool idea 
to celebrate some of  these old 
logging sports by holding an event 
of  our own,” David Valentine said.

Valentine has been at every 
single event since its inception.

On Oct. 7, people gathered in 
the O’Neill building to listen to “A 
summary of  recent research and 
current thinking on climate change 
and Alaska’s fisheries,” a seminar 
by Terry Johnson of  the College of  
Fisheries & Ocean Sciences’ Juneau 
Center. The web-based seminar 
was derived from an industry report 
Johnson wrote entitled “Climate 
Change and Alaska Fisheries” and 
broadcast live from Juneau to an 
audience of  community members 
and students from Anchorage, 
Fairbanks, Homer and Kodiak.

Terry Quinn, a professor with 
the college, is coordinator for the 
seminar series this semester, which 
included Johnson’s presentation. 

Sarah Manriquez
Photo Editor

Jessica Herzog
Sun Star

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Festival attracts 
‘Lumberjack’ athletes

Scientists investigate climate 
change impact on fisheries

Continued “Forest Sports 
Festival” pg. 4.

Continued “Climate change” pg. 2.

Continued “Engineering building” 
pg. 3.

Jay Santiago (in the blue shirt on the left) goes head to head in the birling event with Laramie 
Yauncey (in the red shirt on the right) at the 19th Annual Farthest North Forest Sports Festival 
on Saturday, Oct. 8th at Ballaine Lake. Each competitor must try and balance on the log for as 
long as possible while it rolls beneath their feet in the water as well as trying to sabotage their 
opponents efforts in doing the same. Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Bed bugs 
move in 
on campus

Engineering 
building 
funded with 
$37.5 million 
debt

“It’s unfortunate 
that when we 
started this 
project, both 
Fairbanks and 
Anchorage 
were assured of 
funding. 
Anchorage was 
able to finish 
theirs and we 
did not get the 
support to finish 
the Fairbanks 
Engineering 
building.”
- Jo Heckman, 
chair of the Board 
of Regents

MFA graduate publishes book of prints            pg. 5
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The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and / or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Theft

9/30/2016 1:53 p.m. -  A 
complainant reported the possible 
theft of  a UAF Green rental bike. 
The last time the bike was seen was 
May 21 and investigation is ongoing.

Agency Assist

9/30/2016 4:04 a.m. - Alaska State 
Troopers requested assistance from 
UAF officers with mail taken from 
mailboxes on Sheep Creek Road.

10/1/2016 3:08 a.m. - Alaska State 
Troopers responded to a report of  a 

Two graduate students, Abir 
Hasan and Nusrat Jahan, attended 
the meeting to request travel funds 
to the International Carnahan 
Conference on Security Technology.

Senators Murph, Namwembe 
and Lopez sponsored SB 187-
005 to give Jahan $1,000 for 
travel to the conference. The bill 
received unanimous support from 

The series is put on by the 
Department of  Fisheries in Juneau.

“It’s a teaching tool, a research 
tool,  and a service tool,  al l 
wrapped into one,” Quinn said.

Oceans are storage containers for 
man-made heat and carbon dioxide. 
This heat increases ocean temperature, 
Johnson said. Although long-term 
impacts of  climate change have only 
mildly affected Alaska’s fisheries, he 
said, rising ocean temperatures lead 
to an increased frequency of  storms, 
changes in current flows and loss of  
sea ice. Ocean acidification is also 
a problem, particularly for shellfish.

Ocean acidification occurs when 
carbon dioxide reacts with seawater 
to create acid. The acid leads to 

potential stabbing on Ski Boot Hill. 

10/3/2016 3:12 p.m. - Fairbanks 
Police Department put out a call for 
a possible sexual assault involving 
a white and purple Charger. The 
vehicle was located by a UAF officer.

Traffic Stop

10/1/2016 11:06 p.m. - A four-
wheeler crashed on the Agricultural 
Farm railroad tracks after failing to 
stop for an officer. The driver left 
on foot and headed into the woods, 
leaving behind a basket of  items. 
The four-wheeler was impounded 
and the investigation is ongoing.

the Senate. The reasoning was 
that student government’s role is 
to support student research and 
representation of  UAF at conferences.

The Senate also voted on SB 
187-002 to fund a climbing pod for 
the UAF Cadet Club and the public. 
The Cadet Club asked for $3,000 
to build the pod, which the Senate 
is drawing from ASUAF’s savings.

“It’s basically a bunch of  pull up 
bars all over each other,” Cain said. 
“So a group of  people can work out.”

reductions in carbonate, which 
shellfish rely on to grow and strengthen 
their shells. Crab species, especially 
king crab in the Bearing Sea, are so 
threatened by ocean acidification that 
NOAA Fisheries predicts Alaska’s 
king crab fishery may collapse.

Fish stocks show a dramatic 
response to temperature increases, so 
fisheries are concerned with changes in 
abundance, distribution and behaviors 
Alaska’s stocks of  salmon. Each 
respond differently to environmental 
change and researchers are unsure 
how well different species can adapt.

Some salmon have extended 
their range, making them accessible 
to people who couldn’t access them 
before. Pink and Chum Salmon 
production may increase if  their 
spawning streams don’t dry up 

Protective Custody

10/1/2016 3:36 a.m. - Officer 
responded to reports of  screaming 
outside of  Nerland Hall. No one 
was injured, although several 
individuals were discovered, one who 
was intoxicated. The intoxicated 
person was released to Fairbanks 
Memorial Hospital by Emergency 
Medical Services. Another was 
taken to Fairbanks Correctional 
Center to sleep it off  and a third 
was released into personal care.

Administrative Function

10/3/2016 6:24 p.m. -  A 
background invest igation was 

The senators had concerns over 
whether the $3,000 would be able 
to cover the full expenses, however 
they elected to vote on the bill now 
and give more funds in a separate 
bill if  needed. SB 187-002 received 
5 votes in favor and 1 abstaining.

Appointments

The Senate had two appointments 
to the RISE board, however 
neither party was present so they 

with increased global temperatures, 
but Chinook and Coho Salmon 
populations may decline, Johnson said.

Johnson said the fishing and 
seafood industry is “a cornerstone 
of  the Alaska economy and of  
the cultural lives of  residents.”

Alaska houses the nation’s largest 
commercial fisheries and drives an 
estimated $5.8 billion in economic 
activity. But change is underway 
even if  we drastically revised 
our technology to reduce carbon 
emissions, so we need to develop ways 
to realistically adapt to climate change, 
rather than waiting, Johnson said.

Johnson’s presentation highlighted 
ways individuals and communities 
are trying to diversify their fisheries 
and mitigate risk. They can adapt 
and increase resilience to change 
by thinking creatively. They can 
engage in mitigate strategies such 
as reducing carbon emissions and 
conduct research and monitoring.

conducted for  an appl icant 
t o  the  po l i c e  de par tmen t .

Welfare Check

10/4/2016 1:53 a.m. -  An 
officer responded to report of  
a child screaming at the Hess 
Village. The officer found that 
a baby did not want to sleep.

Drugs

10/2/2016 6:04 p.m. - Resident 
Director put in a request for officers 
due to marijuana found in a room. 
A student who checked out of  that 
room had left it on the desk. Officer 
responded and marijuana was seized.

were tabled until the next meeting.
The Senate nominated Altman to 

the elections board and subsequently 
vo ted  h im in  unan imous ly.

Attendance

Present: Ben Anderson-Agimuk, 
Ivik Henry, Molly O’Scannel, 
Dawson Mann, Joe Altman, Ryan 
Cain, Patrick Namwembe

Not Present: Diane Murph 
(excused), Cordero Reid (excused), 
Raymundo Lopez (excused)

“It’s not a faith-based issue, 
it’s simply data,” Johnson said.

People who don’t believe in 
climate change or are unaware of  the 
issue should review and read the data 
and pay closer attention to our natural 
world. We all have a responsibility 
to seek out reliable sources of  infor

Johnson hopes for stability, 
despite radical change being a more 
“fashionable” topic. Climate change 
could bring opportunity to Alaska’s 
fisheries, as it has to fisheries in other 
parts of  the world, but it comes 
at a cost of  being expensive and 
harmful to many people, he said.

“I’d like the industry and the public 
to think ahead and look for ways to 
maintain as much product and market 
stability as possible,” Johnson said.

A PDF of  Johnson’s industry report 
Climate Change and Alaska Fisheries 
can be downloaded for free from the 
Sea Grant Alaska Bookstore’s website.

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Ben Ellis
Web Editor

The Sun Star welcomes commentary 
from our readers! Please include 
the author’s full name and contact 
information (phone, e-mail or address), 
as well as a preferred title for your 
piece. E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com. Letters must be received 
by 5 p.m. Friday in order to be run in 
the next issue.  All letters are subject 
to editing for brevity and grammar.
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

Continued from pg. 1.

Climate change

Senate approves $4,000 in grants
ASUAF is the elected student government of the University of Alaska Fairbanks.  The student government recieves around $500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert Board as well as student groups and services. Meetings are held weekly and open to the public.

Correction: “We are CLA spotlights liberal arts” was attributed to Ellamarie Quimby when it was in fact written by Erin Granger
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Your
face 
here!

The Sun Star is hiring a new 
multimedia editor and a new 
staff writer!
Contact editor@uafsunstar.com for more 

information

NEWS

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Photo of the Week: Aaron Crabtree
Congratulations to this 
week’s Photo of the Week 
Winner Aaron Crabtree - 
please come to the Sun Star 
office at 1 p.m. this Sunday, 
Oct. 16 2016 in Constitution 
Hall in room 305 to collect 
your prize!

The Sun Star wants 
YOUR photos! Post your 
p i c t u r e s  t h r o u g h o u t 
the week on Facebook, 
Twitter or Instagram under  
#UAFSunStar. If we pick 
your photo it’ll be printed 
in the paper and you’ll win 
great prizes!

Your ad 
could be 

here!
To sponsor next week’s 
Photo of the Week, contact 
Sarah Manriquez , Sun Star 
advertising manager at 
907-474-6043 or 
ads@uafsunstar.com.

Initial 2013 budget

$108.6M
$118.1M

Budget increase
after start of construction

$121.6M
Costs to date

Infographic by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

$159.1M
Engineering Building
rises with costs

Total cost after additional
approved bonding

Continued from pg. 1.

Graduate offer 
students insights on 
continuing education

Engineering building

Graduate students in the sciences 
have at least one thing in common: 
they do not usually get the amount 
of  help getting into graduate school 
that they might need, according 
to  Graduate s tudents  Mol ly 
McDermott and Rachel Voight.

“When you talk to the graduate 
student everyone says ‘I don’t know 
how I got here, it’s a miracle that 
I got here,’” Voight said. “It’s kind 
of  incredible to think about that 
there are so many graduate students 
and so many of  us are like ‘how 
did I get here in the first place.’”

The motivation for the event, 
which will be on Tuesday, Oct. 18 
from 1:30 - 3 p.m. in the Murie 
Auditorium, stemmed from the lack 
of  knowledge that so many graduate 
student applicants have about the 
application process, according to 
Voight and McDermott. They wanted 
to offer more support to prospective 
graduate students. McDermott and 
Voight are co-presidents of  the Biology 
Student Graduate Association, 
which is sponsoring the event.

Graduate students in various 
science departments will be talking 
about the process of  selecting a 
graduate program, contacting 
potential mentors and determining 
t h e  b e s t  g r a d u a t e  s ch o o l .

The event will start out with a panel 
of  7 graduate students describing 
their experience with applying to 
graduate school. Then they will form 
breakout sessions based on their 

department . The students will be 
from Biology and Wildlife, Chemistry, 
Statistics, Atmospheric Sciences, 
Physics, Geosciences and Fisheries.

McDermott and Voight sent out 
surveys faculty members asking about 
what they look for in graduate students, 
mistakes graduate students make and 
their experience through the process.

“The big thing that we want get 
across is there’s no right or wrong 
way to get into graduate school, it’s 
really deciding if  this is something 
that you want to do,” Voight said. 
“It’s an opportunity to figure out, 
‘Is this right for me?’ It’s a lot of  
work and it’s a huge investment.”

“It’s not about finding a school, 
it’s about finding an adviser,” 
McDermott said. “that’s really 
more important than anything else 
because who your advisor is and 
what they work on is going to shape 
the next few years of  your life.”

Graduate school is not for 
everyone, which is also something 
that the graduate students will discuss.

“There are a lot of  good 
reasons to do something else besides 
graduate school and there are a lot 
of  good reasons to wait to go to 
graduate school,” McDermott said. 

Vo i g h t  a n d  M c D e r m o t t 
emphasized the importance of  
students who are just thinking 
about going to graduate school 
to learn more. Even freshman 
and sophomores may need to 
plan their education differently 
depending on their decision.

finish theirs and we did not 
get the support to finish the 
Fairbanks Engineering building.”

The UAA Engineering & 
Industry Building was completed 
and opened in September 2015.

The new UAF Engineering 
building will be used in conjunction 
with the existing Duckering building 
to provide more classroom space 
for the engineering school whose 
enrollment has been steadily 
climbing over the last decade.

“You talk to faculty in that 
college and the introductory classes 
are just packed because there’s 
just not enough space,” Grimes 
said. “The labs are crowded, the 
classrooms are crowded, so this will 
really allow us to have the space 
we need to provide the education 
and research the university needs.”

T he  bu i ld ing  i t s e l f  was 
designed with an eye for learning 
opportunities, providing data for 
engineering students to learn from.

“There are sensors throughout 
the building, on the windows and the 
floors and all over the place. There 
will data coming in from those as 
well as the solar panels that are on 

the side of  the building. Students are 
going to be able to have access to all 
that data to learn from,” Grimes said.

The building is constructed in 
a simple and seemingly bare bones 
style so students can view pipes, 
wires and even beams to better 
understand how it works, Grimes said.

Included in the building is also 
be a room called the Engineering 
On Display room where can view 
engineering experiments and activities.

Alaska’s first High Bay laboratory, 
where students can test road bedding 
as well as experiment with bridge 
girders is one of  the highlights 
of  the building, Grimes said.

“I believe it’s going to be the only 
place in the state of  Alaska where you 
can test a full bridge girder inside,” 
Grimes said. “We’re going to be 
able to allow other state agencies 
like DOT to come in and do their 
tests here which right now we have 
to do that testing outside the state.”

I f  construct ion cont inues 
on-schedule,  c lasses  wi l l  be 
held in the new building in 
the spring semester of  2018.

This is an edited version of an ad that originally ran in the Sun Star’s predecessor, the Polar Star, on Sept. 15, 1967.
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He has worked for UAF for 
twenty years and currently serves 
as the director of  academic 
programs for the school  of  
natural resources and extension.

Advanced tools are standard 
for forest professionals today, but 
the festival pays tribute to a time 
in our history when traditional 
woodworking skills were essential for 
not only work but everyday living.

Event s  inc lude  the  pu lp 
throw, bow saw, fire building, 
log rolling, birling jack and jill 
cross cut, axe throw and more.

“You can look at each event and 
trace that back to some skill that loggers 
would want to have,” Valentine said.

With the pulp throw, there are two 
stakes designating the area in which 
competitors must work in a team 
to individually toss 4-foot-long logs 
between stakes. Each time a log lands 
exactly between the stakes the group 
receives a point. Each team member 
must attempt to throw logs until they 
reach sixteen points. The event is 
timed and the team with the fastest 
recorded time wins. The idea behind 
the event is to emphasize the need to 
stack wood quickly and accurately.

The cutting events, both the 
individual bow saw and the team jack 
and jill crosscut are also timed events 
and emphasize the necessity of  cutting 
wood both quickly and accurately.

A crowd favorite, the birling event 
takes place on Ballaine Lake. A full 
sized log is brought down into the 
water. This year they had to break 
through 2 inches of  ice on Ballaine 
Lake and clear a sizeable space for 
the event to even take place.Two 
competitors stand on either side of  
the log and attempt to out balance 
their opponent while the log rolls in 
the water. Historically, big log rafts 
floated down rivers to get logs from 
the place they were cut to market or 
to mill. The ability to balance well 
on logs was a skill that was needed.

“Axe throwing... I don’t know 
if  there’s real purpose to that,” 
Valentine said “other than [loggers] 
were probably sitting around at 
camp having contests of  their own.”

Every year 2 overall winners 
are crowned as bull of  the woods 
and bell of  the woods. Additionally, 
there is a winning team and then the 
individual winners for each event.

The event happens every 
October on the first or second 
S a t u r d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h .

Competiting in the Jack and Jill Crosscut event and sawing for the fatest time, Amelia Sikes, muscles her way through the last of the log with 
help from her friend Cynthia Nelson. The ladies both serve on the council for the Natural Resource Management Society that help make Forrest 
Fest possible every year.” Savanna Burke / Sun Star 

Zach Goeden (in the red trunks on the left) tests his balance and agility against Adam Koegle (blue shirt on the right) at this year’s 19th Annual Farthest North Forest Sports Festival. Two 
inches of ice had to be broken through on Ballaine Lake Saturday morning Oct. 8 in order to get the log in the water and clear a spot for the birling event. Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Continued from pg. 1.

Forest Sports Festival
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Karinna Gomez, an MFA 
graduate and current adjunct 
printmaking professor, recently 
published some of  her printmaking 
work in a book of  poetry entitled 
“The After.” The poet, Melinda 
Mueller, based out of  Seattle, 
contacted Gomez after seeing 
some of  her prints displayed at 
Davidson Galleries in Seattle.

“The book is kind of  a sorrowing 
about how we leave the world 
altered,” Gomez said. “Somehow 
the aesthetic of  my prints went 
with the tone of  the poems.”

“They sought me out and I 
had never really done anything like 
this before and thought it would 
be kind of  cool,” Gomez said.

The prints included in the book 
are mostly mezzotints, a drypoint 
printmaking technique of  engraving 
on copper or other surfaces by 
burnishing or scraping away at 
an already roughened surface. 
The surface of  the copper, which 
Gomez uses, is roughened with 
the use of  a tool called a rocker.

The book also includes several 
etchings, a process which uses 
acid or other chemicals to cut 
into the unprotected parks of  a 
metal surface to create a design.

The poetry  in  the book 
d i scus se s  the  ex t inc t ion  o f  
a n i m a l s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  b i rd s .

Gomez said she likes how 
the book turned out but would 
usually prefer to work in closer 
collaboration with the other artists.

The poetry in the book is very dark, 
Gomez said, and she doesn’t normally 
think of  her own prints that way.

“We made our work independently 

of  each other and then put them 
together after, which is so different 
from making art to go with something 
specific,” Gomez said. “It’s one way to 
do it. I think for this project it turned 
out pretty nice. The tone of  the poem 
is not the same as the tone of  my 
work but it’s interesting to see them 
together. It takes on its own meaning.”

Gomez ’  pr in t s  have  not 
been published before but this 
project  has  given her some 
ideas  about  future projects.

“I’m interested in collaborating 
with other poets,” Gomez said. “I 
could see doing more of  that but in 
a much more collaborative way.”

Gomez will be working with local 
band, Harm, for future collaboration. 
The bands singer, Rebecca Menzia, 
approached Gomez about creating 
some album art for the group’s 
new album which will be record in 
January, Gomez said. The band also 
wants to include Gomez’ work in a 
potential book of  poetry created by 
Harm member, Heather Warren.

“I think this will be really 
interesting,” Gomez said. “I think that 
will be more like a direct collaboration 
where we’re I’m making the work 
with their music and poetry in mind.”

G o m e z  r e c e i v e d  h e r 
undergraduate degree in art at 
Northwestern university in Evanston, 
Illinois. That is where she discovered 
her fascination with printmaking, 
she said. She then completed her 
MFA at UAF. Many of  the prints in 
The After were made while Gomez 
was completing her master’s degree.

Recently Gomez has been 
working in other mediums however, 
such as drawing and collage work.

“I haven’t decided yet but I think I 
might do some sort of  collage work for 
the Harm collaboration,” Gomez said.

E a c h  a r t i s t i c  t e c h n i q u e 
works better than others for 
subject according to Gomez.

“A lot of  the mezzotints shown in 
this book are showing communication 
towers, substations and power 
plants,” Gomez said. “That kind of  
imagery and the mezzotint technique 
lends this kind of  glowing feeling to 
whatever is rendered and so it just 
kind of  represents the electricity 
which relates directly to the subject.”

This year, Gomez plans to 
continue collaboration with other 
artists, while teaching introductory 
printmaking classes on campus. Her 
work may include more mediums 
than just printmaking however.

“Collages have this kind of  
departure in imagery. They have the 
potential to be a little more figurative,” 
Gomez said. “I started making them 
as a way to figure out how I wanted 
to use color in my prints and now I 
sort of  love making them so its been 
a big change from my previous work.”

Gomez plans, this year, to 
take what she has learned from 
making collages and incorporate 
back  in to  her  pr in tmaking.

“The subjects will be different and 
there will more colorful elements,” 
Gomez said. “I might try some mixed 
techniques where I use etching, 
mezzotint and woodcut in one image 
to create a kind of  collage feeling.”

Her biggest project over the next 
year will be working to create her 
next big body of  prints based on 
previously created collages, along 
with teaching printmaking and 
drawing classes in spring semester.v

Mueller is a science teacher at the 
Seattle Academy for Arts and Sciences 
and has one previously published book 
of  poetry titled “What the Ice Gets.”

Aaron Walling
Sun Star

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

The Nanooks volleyball team lost 
two matches at home this week, with 
both matches being close contests 
in all but the third set. The Nanooks 
lost to the Concordia Cavaliers 
and the Western Oregon Wolves 
Thursday and Saturday night.

The Nanooks struggled with the 
offensive firepower of  the Wolves in 
the third set of  the match, losing 12-
25. The Nanooks offense couldn’t 
figure out the Wolves’ defense. As they 
could only hit for .200 throughout 
the match compared to the Wolves’ 
.267 hitting percentage. It was this set 
that showed the differences between 
the two teams, as the Nanooks could 
only hit for .057. This killed the 
team’s momentum in the match.

“With the exception of  our third 
set, I thought we did a good job of  
battling for every point throughout 
the rest of  the game,” Head Coach 
Brian Scott said. “But in the long 
run, we’re going to learn from our 
mistakes tonight and get better 
from it as the season progresses.”

Some of  the positives to take 
from these games was the stellar play 
by junior setter, Rachel Nichols. She 
continued to rack up big numbers 
for assists as she had a combined 
98 assists from the past two games. 
Something could be said about the 
future of  the Nanooks through the 
play of  the freshmen, as the Nanooks 
are starting to get more and more 
production from their young group. 
Kim Wong, Tatum Upchurch and 
Jenna Hickel have been playing 
excellent defense so far this season.

In the earlier match on Thursday 
for the Nanooks, they played a 
Concordia team in a tough 5 set 
match, with the Nanooks falling in the 
fifth set 15-13. The Nanooks won their 
first set in over three matches, which 
was against Simon Fraser on Sept. 
23. It wasn’t until their match against 
the Cavaliers where the Nanooks 
won a set. As all 5 sets were back 
and forth affairs with no one giving 
an inch, The Nanooks just couldn’t 
finish off the Cavaliers in the fifth set.

“Even though we lost tonight, I’m 
still pretty happy with how we played 
because it’s been awhile since we 
battled like that,” Scott said following 
Thursday’s game. “The past three 
matches we haven’t seen that fight and 
it was really good to see it come out 
tonight. Really proud of  how these 
girls fought for long periods of  time 
tonight, we did a nice job offensively 
with our scoring, even our defense did 
well too. We played a really nice match 
against a really good team and we just 
came out at the wrong side of  result.”

Wrong side was correct, as the 
Nanooks led in 6 different statistical 
categories. However, it was the 
errors that came back to haunt the 
Nanooks who couldn’t hold back 
either the Cavaliers or Wolves with 
their mistakes. As they had forty-
eight errors in the past two matches.

The  Nanooks  now head 
to Northwest  Nazarene (11-
4) for a match on Oct. 13.

Nanooks 
lose twice 
at home

MFA graduate publishes 
book of prints

MFA graduate and current adjunct professor, Karinna Gomez, recently had her prints published in “The After,” a collaborative book featuring 
Gomez’ prints, poetry by Seattle poet Melinda Mueller and a disc of music by experimental jazz duo, Syrinx Effect. This mezzotint print is titled 
“Forest Substation”. Photo courtesy by Karinna Gomez. 
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Pokemon Go hype loses 
momentum on campus
David Jones
Sun Star

last  week revealed relat ively 
f ew  rema in ing  “PoGo-e r s . ”

“A good concept but a poorly made 
game,” said Abe Haas, an 18-year-old 
self-proclaimed Pokemon Go “noob.”

Of  the thirteen people interviewed, 
ages 18-24, about 60 percent continue 
to play, though only 8 still play daily.

“Battles are currently too 
s impl i s t ic ,”  Zach Mi lbracht , 
21, said, “and the social aspect 
that  makes  Pokemon g reat 
is at this time only cursory.”

Others mentioned that there was 
little to actually do in-game, that the 
app still had bugs or that the game 
is still just a mobile game at heart.

Still, there are those who have good 
things to say about the game. Steven 
McGraw, a 22-year-old who considers 
himself  an experienced Pokemon 
Go player, notes the game has 
provided him with both exercise and 
a way to connect with acquaintances.

“I tend to walk around a lot 
more. It’s a way for me and my group 
of  friends to do something while 
hanging out,” Steven McGraw said.

“It brought Pokemon back into the 
public eye,” Eric Fitts, 20, said, though 
he hasn’t played Pokemon Go yet.

Aside from in-game problems, 
Pokemon Go caused its fair share 
of  real-world problems elsewhere. 
According to Sage Lazzaro, a 
writer for the blog Observer, one 
player came across a dead body 
in Wyoming, another played 
Pokemon Go while driving and 
crashed into a tree and 2 men fell 
off  a cliff  while playing the game.

Bailey Carter, a 19-year-old 
biology student, believes these 
problems aren’t caused by the game.

“I think it was the people 
themselves,” Carter said. “Many 
other car crashes happen daily, 
and it is only noteworthy because 
the  rea son  was  some th ing 
popular—most players don’t look 
up from their phones anyways.”

Last summer’s release of  Pokemon 
Go sent Aaron Hughes, 23, and 
many others outdoors looking for 
Jigglypuffs, Staryus and Sandslashes.

“At it’s peak, I would play 
when I was outside and it was 
convenient to do so,” Hughes said.

However, it seems that Pokemon 
Go’s widespread fame and replay 
value were not to last, at least, not 
for some people. Hughes realized 
that it wasn’t long before he was no 
longer having fun with the game.

“I played it for about three weeks 
before losing interest. It’s okay for a 
mobile game, but like all mobile games 
is nothing special,” Hughes said.

P layer s  o f  Pokemon Go, 
distributed as a free app for Android 
and iOS phones, adopt the role of  
Pokemon trainers on the hunt for 
the eponymous “pocket monsters.” 
The game takes aspects of  the 
popular Nintendo series — collecting, 
training,and battling — and places 
those elements in the real world 
through players’ cameras and GPS 
modules. Players catch Pokemon, 
collect items from “PokeStops” 
and battle for control of  “gyms” 
by walking to locations around 
the world including UAF campus.

Earlier this year, Ronnie Houchin, 
Transition Programs coordinator, 
organized a Pokemon Go Scavenger 
Hunt for all incoming freshmen on 
the last day of  Orientation. The 
scavenger hunt toured many UAF 
facilities and important buildings, 
culminating in a barbecue at 
the Student Recreation Center.

“We had almost 200 first-year 
students participate in our Pokemon 
Go Scavenger Hunt,” Houchin 
said. “So I’d say the interest [in 
Pokemon Go] was pretty high.”

The Student Activities Office 
purchased a lure (an in-game item that 
attracts Pokemon to a selected location) 
in order to draw people to the SRC 
PokeStop. This stop marked the end 
of  the scavenger hunt and a barbecue 

location, according to Houchin.
Virtual Pokemon aside, there were 

also a few more tangible “Pokemon” 
to be found on the Scavenger Hunt. 
“There was a roaming group of  
Pikachu who turned the tables to 
hunt humans during the Pokemon 
Go scavenger hunt,” Houchin said.

“These Pikachu traveled around 
campus with small dodge-balls and 
‘attacked’ humans as they found 
them,” Houchin said. Don’t get 
too excited about having your own 
personal Pokemon, however—
these “Pikachu” were merely 
humans in Pikachu costumes.

Houchin managed to capitalize 
on the then-recent success of  
Pokemon Go. At that time, many 
people considered Pokemon Go 
to be much more than just a fun 
thing to open during their free 
time, and some devoted most of  
their days and nights to searching 
for  and catch ing  Pokemon.

An informal survey of  campus 

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 11
“Ask an Anrchaeaologist” is 
from noon - 4 p.m. today at the 
University of  Alaska Museum 
of  the North. I’m not very good at 
science, but when people can explain 
it to me in a language that sounds a 
little bit more like common English, 
I find it very interesting. If  you’re like 
me and like science, but have trouble 
understanding some of  your core 
classes, this might be the event to 
attend and ask some questions about 
archeology. And hey if  it turns out not 
to be your thing, there’s always a 
cafe in the museum. 
– Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Wednesday / 12
I don’t know about you, but I have a 
midterm on Thursday that is getting 
me really spooked. This Wednesday 
you should really definitely study for 
any midterms if  you have them. 
As per usual there are “Hump 
Day Specials” on certain drinks 
at The Pub, so that would be an 
excellent place to hang out and get 
caught up on your studies. I’ll be the 
ball of  anxiety in the corner booth 
barely holding it together.
 – Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Thursday / 13
Stay informed this election cycle by 
attending the Alaska State Senate 
Seat B Debate on Oct. 13 from 
6 - 8 p.m. in the Schaible 
Auditorium. The debate is between 
John Coghill Jr. (R) and Luke 
Hopkins (D). Before and after 
the debate refreshments will be 
provided by ASUAF and the Office 
of  Government Relations.
– Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Friday / 14
You can head to the Carlson Center 
Friday evening, Oct. 14 to cheer 
on the Nanook men’s hockey 
team as they play against Canisius 
College. UAF students get in free 
with their Polar Express ID. 
Puck drops at 7:07 p.m. but get 
there early for good seats.
– Erin Granger / Staff Writer

Saturday / 15
The election season has both my 
blood pressure and my bile on the 
rise. So, I don’t know about you, but 
I’m going to seize this Saturday to 
try and chill out a bit. With that 
in mind, one might check out Steve 

Brown & The Bailers who are 
playing at The Pub at 8 p.m. Chill 
acoustic folk vibes and beer are a good 
prescription for electoral and midterm 
nerves in my experience. Admission is 
$5 for students, which isn’t too bad. 
– Spencer Tordoff / Editor-in-Chief

Sunday / 16
It’s the weekend premier of  Fairbanks 
Light Opera Theater after dark 
“Lizzie.” The musical takes 
place at the Dance Theatre 
Fairbanks and starts at 4 p.m. 
It takes place one summer morning 
in 1892, in New England where a 
prominent businessman and his wife 
were brutally axed to death in their 
home. Their daughter, Lizzie Borden 
is the prime suspect. The show is 
not recommended for children. 
Seating is limited and tickets 
are $20.
– Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor 

Monday / 17
Come down to The Pub at 8:30 
p.m. for Open Mic night. Whether 
you want to perform or just want to 
spectate, it’s a great way to start off 
your week with music, poetry and 
a few laughs. – Ben Ellis / Web Editor

Bailey Carter, a Pokemon Go player, uses his 
phone to catch a digital Pidgeotto in Pokémon 
Go outside the Wood Center on Sept. 29, 2016. 
David Jones / Sun Star

Letters from 
the Editor:
Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Survival instinct

For as laid back as I may 
outwardly appear, I’m an anxious 
person by nature. It runs in the 
family; a tendency to plan for 
the worst-case scenario makes 
us a people who tend to fret over 
news, politics or even prolonged 
introspective thought. Even in the 
best and most relaxed of  times 
the anxious vibes are constant, a 
perpetual undercurrent in the back 
of  my head.

But college is not a particularly 
relaxing pastime, nor is the 
atmosphere of  an election year 
particularly laid back. As midterms 
bear down on us and the election 
spirals further into the depths of  
the absurd, the hackles of  any 
normal person are raised. In my 
case, they’re practically vibrating 
out of  my follicles.

I’ll avoid another tirade about 
the electoral system for now, and 
I won’t advise absenteeism from 
classes (indeed, such behavior is 
why I first graduated with an AAS 
degree rather than a BA). But it’s 
important to not neglect ourselves 
as we get caught up in educational 
franticness or electoral furor. It’s 
very possible to risk losing one’s 
focus, to become overwhelmed by 
the saturation of  activity and data 
that surround us on a daily basis. 
It’s very possible to fear, to panic or 
to lose hope, especially as the sun 
departs us for the year.

So, I’ll say this much; surround 
yourself  with people you care 
about. Spend whatever time you 
can on the things that give you joy 
rather than the ones that erode 
your sanity. Eat heartily, drink 
responsibly, sleep deeply. Though 
our obligations are important, as 
is the flow of  the world, they will 
ask everything of  us, more than we 
could ever hope to offer. So, make 
time for yourself  and those close to 
you, first and foremost.
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Naturally Perspiring By  Mason Schoemaker

‘Nook on the Street
ASUAF gathers about half  a million dollars per fiscal year through student fees. This week we asked students, how 

has ASUAF or its services impacted your student experience at UAF?

Bobbie McNeley, Alaska Native 
studies, junior

Georgia Durden, Russian studies, 
senior

Caitlyn Tozier, interdisciplinary 
studies and math, senior

Brittany Sarren, allied health 
dental assisting, sophomore

Kirstian Haugen, wildlife biology & 
conservation, freshman

Kirstian Haugen, wildlife biology & 
conservation, freshman

Sarah Maupin, psychology, junior

“I didn’t know much about ASUAF 
other than the emails that I hear 
about the travel funds. I didn’t 
associate them with concert board 
but I’ve attended the concerts. I 
haven’t taken advantage of  any of  
the other services.”

“I definitely know that I’ve used 
their fax and color printing and stuff 
before, and sometimes I get free 
coffee and tea. But I honestly didn’t 
know that they did travel funds 
for students. That’s a new thing. I 
guess they contribute by helping the 
clubs. I think that probably would 
be the most important thing they 
contribute to is the clubs on campus. 
Those are important for all students 
who are a part them.”

“I knew about the travel funding because I 
am about to apply for it so they could pay 
for me to eat. I knew about the printing, 
but I have never used the color printing. 
I’ve just printed there a few times and I’ve 
gotten free hot chocolate. But probably 
what’s contributed most to my experience 
is the club funding, unless we don’t get it. 
I think at least all my clubs get the $75 or 
whatever each club gets every year. And 
then I don’t feel like they really do anything 
for me necessarily”

“Well, I’m not really quite sure how 
it impacts. I kind of  just lean on 
Rural Student Services. I haven’t 
really done much with ASUAF 
because I don’t really know what 
that is. But, Rural Student Services 
has helped me a lot.”

“It’s just helped me with my college 
experience so far, just like with 
printing and stuff. I like not having 
to pay for it and it’s just helping me 
save money and just like with the 
Inu-Yupiaq dance group.”

“It’s just helped me with my college 
experience so far, just like with 
printing and stuff. I like not having 
to pay for it and it’s just helping me 
save money and just like with the 
Inu-Yupiaq dance group.”

“I’ve come to quite a few groups in 
the Brooks building just to check 
them out and when I was trying to 
do Inupiaq/Yup’ik dance group- 
they were going to provide shirts and 
some other things for performing. 
I think that’s pretty good to look 
professional when you’re performing 
in front of  AFN. That’s about it. I 
like the radio. It’s good.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by
Bax Bond / Sun Star
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The Wells Fargo SurePay® service lets you send money to just 
about anyone with a bank account at any U.S. financial institution 
using their email address, and without sharing account numbers. 
You can also receive money using your email address.*

So quick. Grab your smartphone and tap the Wells Fargo Mobile® 
app. It’s yours. Dig in!

Gaffney • Fairbanks • 907-459-4373
University • Fairbanks • 907-474-4100
Cushman • Fairbanks • 907-459-4300
Bentley • Fairbanks • 907-459-4361

Pay Mike for it 
before Matt  
inhales it.
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I am
BEAR-ly 

holding it 
together!

ha ha
oh no


