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The UA system could save an 
average of  $90 million per year 
while investing in student support 
and research, according to a plan 
created by a university neuroscientist. 
Professor Abel Bult-Ito spent four 
months writing “A New Vision for 
the University of  Alaska,” which lays 
out a blueprint for restructuring and 
reallocating funds and personnel.

The first three years of  “A 
New Vision,” require cutting 198 
administrative and managerial 
positions from the UA system, with 
some of  these employees moved 
into new student service roles.

The plan would save the university 
system upwards of  $900 million over 
ten years, which would be used to 
fund more scholarships, professors, 
student services and research 
faculty, according to the proposal.

These posit ions would be 
cut to reduce redundancies and 
inefficiencies, according to Bult-Ito.

“Instead of  a middle manager 
working for their boss or other 
middle managers they now have to 
refocus their work on supporting 
faculty and students,” Bult-Ito said.

“A New Vision” avoids increasing 
tuition to the extent currently 
approved by the Board of  Regents. 
The plan offers roadmaps for 

Every fall, the UAF Native Arts 
Center plays host to a Rasmuson 
Foundation visiting artist for eight 
weeks. This year, that position is 
filled by ceramicist and multimedia 
artist  Courtney M. Leonard.

Leonard is a member of  the 
Shinnecock Nation, a native tribe 
based at the far end of  Long 
Island, in New York. Her work 
is concerned primarily with the 
many interpretations of  the word 
“breach”—the breaching of  whales 
through water, making gaps in 
a wall or barrier and breaking 
contracts, to name a few. Whales, 
water and cultural heritage are 
the themes that rise to the surface 
of  her practice again and again.

In a presentation given to Jim 
Brashear’s Advanced Ceramics class, 
Leonard showed historic photos 

The Sustainable Village appears 
to be thriving despite budget cuts 
effecting the Office of  Sustainability, 
according to Jack Hebert, head 
and founder of  the Cold Climate 
H o u s i n g  Re s e a rc h  C e n t e r.

“The village is coming along 
nicely since it began,” Hebert, said. 
“They are remarkably affordable 
to run and remarkably efficient.”

While the of f ice and the 
village work towards the same 
goal of  a more environmentally-
minded campus, they are separate 
entities and do not function under 
the same leadership or budgets.

“The only relationship that we 
have with the Office of  Sustainability 
was in spirit and philosophy,” Hebert 
said. “We worked through them 
during the design competition and 
at several other points but other that 
that we are pretty disconnected.”

The village was created in 
the fall of  2012 as an experiment 
in sustainable housing for the 
arctic. Now in its fourth year of  
operation, the village provides 
housing as well as education in 
sustainability to interested students.

The village is now almost 
ent i re ly  supported  and run 
by the center,  Hebert  said.

S t u d e n t s  a l s o  p l a n  a 
huge role in vi l lage activity 
according to Ness Stevens, a 
research scientist at the center.

The first year the center played 
a much larger role in village activity 
because it was a new experiment 
and there were still several kinks 
to work out in the different energy 
systems throughout the year. Since 
then, however, the center has had 
a much more hands-off  approach.

“We still like the check and will 
always provide help and insight 
when needed but the students are 
the ones who really run most of  
the activities now,” Stevens said.

It was the Resident Assistant 
that came up with the idea to have 
an energy competition between 
houses last year, Stevens said.

The sustainable village currently 
features four houses, each with 
different sustainable heat and energy 
sources. Birch house, for example, 
features a highly efficient pellet 
stove while Willow house uses a 
hydronic system to heat water that 
circulates through pipes in the floor.

Over time the hydronic system 
has proved most energy efficient 
according to the results of  an 
energy usage contest among the 
four houses completed last year, 
which has led to conversations 
about considering expansion.

However funding wi l l  be 
difficult, considering the current 
economic climate at the university.

“It’s a very tenuous time right 
now,” Hebert said. “It’s still on the 
drawing board and a possibility 
that once things settle down a bit in 
the university’s bit of  restructuring 
and the budget challenges, that 
that model will come up again.”

If  funding is secured, the expansion 
would include more houses as well as 
a community center, Hebert said.

“It  would be more of  a 
neighborhood with a number of  
homes and maybe even a number of  
multi-family units,” Hebert said. The 
university would not be bankrolling 
this project, according to Hebert.

annual tuition increases of  five, 
three or zero percent respectively.

People  in teres ted  in  the 
proposal can look at its website 
or online petition, which has 413 
out of  its goal of  500 signatures 
at the t ime of  this writ ing.

The Board of  Regents budget 
plan depends on a 4.5 percent 
increase in enrollment, which Bult-
Ito says is unrealistic. He referenced 
the decrease in enrollment between 
2015 and 2016 and the fact that 
the university is cutting programs.

Between fall 2015 and fall 
2016 the total number of  credits 
taken by all UA students decreased 
by 3.3 percent, according to the 
Universi ty of  Alaska Course 
Enrollment and Credit Hours Report.

UA President Jim Johnsen stated 
that 4.5 percent is an ambitious 
number, but only if  nothing changed. 
He said that it could be realistic 
since increasing enrollment will be a 
major focus for the universities—in 
particular, creating better marketing 
and public awareness campaigns.

“[Enrollment] is absolutely the 
heart and soul of  the university’s 
financial framework,” Johnsen said. 
“We have to drive enrollment up, 
we have to market more, we have 
to recruit more actively, we have 
to be much more proactive and 
aggressive in driving enrollment.”

Johnsen said that he appreciates 

of  sperm whale teeth, a material 
once collected by and culturally 
significant to Shinnecock Indians 
and then examples of  sperm whale 
teeth that she’d sculpted from clay.

The Shinnecock people have a 
historic connection to sperm whales. 
Due both to the over-whaling of  
east coast waters through the turn 
of  the century, and then by the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 
of  1972, it is illegal for Leonard to 
access any sperm whale material. 
Unlike Alaska Natives, whose use 
of  whale, seal and other marine 
mammal materials was protected 
under this law, the Shinnecock 
Nation was not federally recognized 
until 2010 and may never qualify 
for exemption from this regulation.

“If  you can’t have access to the 
material that fashions your culture, 
well, what can you do?” Leonard said.

Bult-Ito’s feedback and agrees with 
the importance the neuroscientist 
put in increasing enrollment, 
but that he doesn’t think “A New 
Vision” would work for Alaska. 
Bult-Ito’s model suggests there are 
more inefficiencies in the state-wide 
office than there are in reality. He 
stated that statewide positions have 
already been reduced by 29 percent.

Bult-Ito’s plan says that other, 
larger state universities have statewide 
offices that are as small as a quarter 
of  the size of  Alaska’s, citing them 
as evidence that other systems can 
run efficiently with less positions.

Johnsen feels less sure about 
this claim, saying he believes 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s i z e s  s t e m 
from the needs of  individual 
states,  according to Johnsen.

Johnsen also said hiring more 
faculty wouldn’t necessarily increase 
student enrollment. He said UAF has 
many classrooms with the capacity 
to take more students already.

Bult-Ito said the new faculty 
pos i t ions  would ,  in  theory, 
go specifically to classes that 
do have the ability to grow.

“We’re a university and a university 
has diverse points of  view and I think 
that’s a good thing,” Johnsen said. 
“I like creative thinking and tension 
frankly ... I think that one key thing 
that he got absolutely right in his 
approach is the need for enrollment.”

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Ellamarie Quimby
Sun Star

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Continued “Visiting artist” pg. 2.

Courtney M. Leonard was nominated for the 
Rasmuson Foundation Artist Residency at the 
Native Arts Center by the Santa Fe Art Insti-
tute. She is a member of the Shinnecock Na-
tion of Long Island, New York—a group with 
historic, cultural ties to whales and water, two 
of Leonard’s recurring themes.
Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Leonard hung a dozen pieces on her studio walls in order to observe their interactions with natural and artificial light. These works will be part 
of her “Euphotic Zone” series, named for the layer of the ocean that receives enough light for photosynthesis to occur.
Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Visiting artist explores Arctic connections 

Sustainable 
Village looks to 
expand

Neuroscientist pitches 'New Vision' for UA budget

The tragic flaw of the Democratic party            pg. 6
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Senators voted to endorse a 
change to school policy, which 
would allow students to keep mace 
in their dorm rooms for self-defense. 
Currently mace is not permitted on 
campus, and many students have 
expressed concerns over the lack of  
defense options available to them.

Leonard’s interest in cultural 
sustainability extends inevitably to 
dealing with sources of  food. Her 
ceramic work produced during this 
residency has revisited methods that 
she’s used in previous years, while tying 
in experiences from her stay in Alaska.

One body of  work consists 
of  carefully woven ceramic traps, 
formed from coiled clay mixed with 
fiber. These traps recall work she 
showed in Arizona earlier in 2016, 
clay shaped into the type of  net 
baskets used to collect and carry fish.

When discussing the new ceramic 
traps, she recalled large metal cages 
that she saw in Barrow, once used 
by natural resource scientists to trap 
and tag large land mammals, as well 
as the shape of  the construction 
cranes along the water in Anchorage. 
The rigid shapes of  these newer 
works contrast sharply the organic, 
softer ones of  her previous work.

“I came back and started making 
the net forms, referencing the fishnets 
and pound traps and box forms, like 
the lobster traps back east,” Leonard 
said. “When you’re surviving up in this 
region and you’re making everything 
from scratch, there’s so much 
beauty in those minute moments.”

Leonard’s cultural connection to 
whales and whaling has given her a 
particular in among the communities 
she’s visited while in Alaska. Early 
in her residency, she spent a week 
in Barrow working with scientists 
and whaling crews, helping harvest 
both research samples and shares of  
meat for the community. Leonard 
began work on a portfolio of  
photography that explores how the 
act of  whaling is viewed by cultures 
with no connection to the practice. 
Five whales came in while Leonard 
was there and she spoke about the 

A donation of  $9,000 was made 
by the Senate to the Erica Keiko 
Iseri Endowment Fund to establish 
a scholarship in recognition of  her 
contributions to campus. Senators 
also approved travel funds to a 
variety of  different organizations 
and students, as well as allocating 
$1,000 to UAF Nanook Traditions to 
assist with the costs associated with 

experience with a spiritual reverence 
typically reserved for church pews.

“Groups like Greenpeace, and 
PETA, they don’t see the beauty in 
it. They only see the blood and the 
death and to them, it’s bad,” Leonard 
said. “My hands were warm, cutting 
the meat and the intestines. Cooking 
kept me warm. I was surrounded 
by women. It was really beautiful.”

The portfolio as it stands 
now consists of  five images, each 
presented in black and white and 
then duplicated alongside itself  in 
color. The imagery varies from macro 
photographs of  nebula-like bruising 
on muscle tissue to rusted oil barrels 
that evoke speargun wounds. Leonard 
hasn’t settled yet on a plan for the 
presentation of  the work- showing 
the paired images alongside each 
other is one option, while hanging 
the color images separately from 
the black and whites, or potentially 
morphing the photographic images 
into a multimedia piece are two more.

On Friday, Nov. 11, Leonard met 
informally with a member of  the 
Museum of  the North’s collections 
staff, to discuss the possibility of  
the Museum acquiring some of  the 
work she’s made while in residence. 
After the meeting, she began 
assessing what she’d bring back with 
her to her home in New Mexico.

“There’s always anthropologists 
that go around the world and collect, 
and then these white men collections 
end up in museums,” Leonard said. 
“They harvest a non-understanding 
of  different places. That was the whole 
idea at the turn of  the century- take, 
take, take. But what happens when 
the people travel, and create, and 
leave those things behind? We already 
do that when people come to our 
homes, we gift. I wish that museum 
collections were more like that.”

the Governor’s Cup transportation.
Most senators attended the 

meeting in-person, but Senator 
Cordero Reid had to teleconference 
in. About halfway through the 
meeting, loud trickling noises were 
heard from Reid’s end of  the line, at 
which point Freel muted the call and 
temporarily adjourned the meeting.

Attendance

Present: Ben Anderson-Agimuk, 
Ivik Henry (left early), Raymundo 
Lopez, O’Scannel, Diane Murph, 
Joe Altman, Cordero Reid (called 
in), Dawson Mann and Patrick 
Namwembe, Ryan Cain

Not Present: Patrick Namwembe 
(excused)

Ben Ellis
Web Editor

ASUAF is the elected student government of the University of Alaska Fairbanks.  The student government recieves around $500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert Board as well as student groups and services. Meetings are held weekly and open to the public.

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. Friday 
in order to be run in the next 
issue.  All letters are subject to 
editing for brevity and grammar.
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

Leonard began work on several bodies of work while in residence at the Native Arts Center. For 
one set of pieces, Leonard wove coils of clay into shapes inspired by fishnets and box traps. For 
another, she cast PVC pipes using plaster and clay then reassembled them in different varia-
tions. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

The box shapes Leonard produced during her residency were partially inspired by large mam-
mal traps that she saw while in Barrow in September. Scientists and researchers used these 
traps to tag wild animals before releasing them back into their environments.
Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Visiting artist
Continued from pg. 1.

Senators endorse mace in dorms

Reports later than Nov. 12 were not available from the UAF Police Department for this week’s police blotter
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In light of  cuts to university funding and the changes it will bring, it is more important than ever that our student perspective be 
known. Brian Holst is a mechanical engineering major who believes in your voice and the power it carries. Student advocacy and 
representation are the pillars that Brian hopes to strengthen in his time as a Senator. Brian believes student needs and opinions should 
be the driving force behind the decisions made here at UAF. He has been involved in many student government and leadership 
positions throughout his high school career, including varsity captain and class president. He hopes to serve students through ASUAF.

While living in Juneau, Brian voiced student concerns in the legislative session for the last two years. Not only did he represent 
his high school but many other schools in Alaska by meeting with key legislators and testifying on issues and concerns that students 
had brought to Juneau. From these experiences, Brian has learned how to directly influence policy and faithfully voice the opinions 
of  those whom he represents. He is prepared for this position as senator and is passionate about advocating for the needs of  students.

Brian wishes to encourage you to participate in ASUAF through the power of  your voice and would appreciate your vote to 
support his vison of  student involvement to make UAF a university where student needs always come first.

He has been involved in many leadership organizations throughout his high school and collegiate careers. Through his service 
as the Student Representative on the Fairbanks Board of  Education, a member of  the AASG State Executive Board, Student 
Commissioner on the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, and most recently, Chair of  the UA Coalition of  Student 
Leaders, he has gained a wealth of  knowledge and skills that directly relate to the responsibilities of  being Student Regent. He has 
learned that strong communication skills, tact, and diplomacy are essential to effectively advocate for and represent the interests of  
UA students. 

Student voice is essential to the success of  the University’s mission. As your Regent, I would do my absolute best to make sure 
that voice is heard. Utilizing new and already existing relationships, I plan to network and and communicate with my constituents 
from around Alaska. As the University’s most important stakeholder group, the students interest must be promoted, and that is 
what I plan to do.

I appreciate you taking the time to participate in your Student Government elections and would appreciate your vote. 

My name is Dawson Mann; I am a first-year Business Administration major who is currently serving as a ASUAF senator. I was 
born and raised here in Fairbanks and I have spent most of  my life in this community which I love and care for. I am a local graduate 
of  Austin E. Lathrop high school where I proudly served as the Treasure and Parliamentarian of  the student body and worked to 
help give voice to students at numerous conferences and committees. I have also served as a member of  the Fairbanks North Star 
Bough School District Citizen Budget Review Committee which worked to navigate the depressing financial situation that our state 
currently faces and minimize its effects on local schools. I am also currently serving on the USUAF Student Affairs Committee 
working to give back to the students of  UAF through government projects such as the “Student Perks” discount program which was 
passed this fall. Throughout the many organizations I have served, I have brought a common set of  skills including determination, 
reliability, and adaptability, I would be honored to receive your vote this fall.

Hello, my name is Raymundo Lopez and I am 
currently a second-year Petroleum Engineering 
student and an appointed ASUAF Senator. I am 
originally from a “small” California farm town 
(population of  60,000) called Porterville. My interests 
in leadership and student government grew in high 
school in which I became involved as the student 
body president, city youth government chairman, 
and a California State migrant representative to 
name a few. I am interested in re-running for the 
Senate position to contribute to the school in any way 
that I possibly can. I believe in the hard work needed 
to promote success, encouragement, and enthusiasm 
in the lives of  our students. Thank you.

Georgia Durden grew up in rural New Mexico, 
and came to Fairbanks her freshman year of  college 
in 2012. She is a Russian Studies major with a minor 
in Political Science, and spent 6 months in Russia 
during a North 2 North exchange. On campus, 
Georgia is a part of  Student Support Services and 
is on the Student Advisory Council, participates 
in the Unangam Tanuu Language Club, she is a 
Global Ambassador for the Study Abroad Office, 
and is also on the board of  the Nanook Diversity 
and Action Center. Georgia is a 200-hour certified 
yoga instructor and teaches classes at Fairbanks Yoga 
as well as for the SRC. Right now her plans are to 
graduate in the spring and see where the rest takes 
her.

My name is Molly O’Scannell, and I am 
running for the position of  ASUAF senator. I am 
an incumbent, appointed this semester by student 
body president Colby Freel. As your current 
senator, I voted for Student Perks, a program that 
will offer students various discounts around town. 
I am a political science major in my first year at 
UAF. I was born and raised in Anchorage, and I 
follow two sisters and countless cousins, aunts, and 
uncles in attending UAF. I served as a United States 
Senate Page in Washington, D.C., and interned for 
Senator Lisa Murkowski.  After graduating from 
UAF, I plan to work in government, and eventually 
run for office. I love working hard for the people 
in my community and representing the students of  
UAF.

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

STUDENT REGENT UAF NOMINEE:  
Please select ONE . Making more than one selection will disqualify your vote.  

  Colby Freel  (Full‐time undergraduate)   
   Write‐in:   
 

 

STUDENT COMISSIONER FOR POST-SECONDARY
EDUCATION UAF NOMINEE:  
 

  Write‐in:   
 
 

SENATE: There are seven seats available.  Make UP TO SEVEN TOTAL selections.  
Selecting more than 7 will disqualify your vote.  Multiple votes for the same person will count as ONE. 
 
   Molly O’Scannell [Incumbent; Full ‐time undergraduate] 
   Raymundo Lopez [Incumbent; Full‐time undergraduate] 
   Brian Holst [Full‐time undergraduate] 
   Dawson Mann [Incumbent; Full‐time undergraduate] 
   Georgia Durden [Incumbent; Full‐time undergraduate]
   

   Write‐in:  Incumben 
     

   Write‐in:   
     

   Write‐in:   
     

   Write‐in:   
     

   Write‐in:   
     

   Write‐in:   
     

   Write‐in:   
 
 

Please continue on the back to participate in our poll 

POLL QUESTIONS: 
1. Have you heard about the student perks program provided through ASUAF which gives our  
students discounts at numerous local businesses such as McDonald’s, Subway, College 
Town Pizzeria, etc?  Yes  No 
2. Do you believe that ASUAF should increase the funding provided to clubs and groups?
 Yes  No 

3. Considering recent revelations involving the handling of sexual assault and Title IX cases,
do you believe the university has acted appropriately on these issues?
 Yes  No 

4. What actions would you like to see ASUAF take in response to the allegations of 
  misconduct  by the university? (Regarding Title IX investigations)

5. The ASUAF Student Government strives to represent the student body to the best of its 
ability. Which of the following groups do you identify yourself with? (Check all that apply.)

 Traditional Student on Campus  Alaska Native Student  Transfer Student
 Traditional Student off Campus  Rural Student  I prefer not to answer
 Non-traditional Student*  CTC Student *Undergrads over age 26, OR with 

dependents, OR working 35+ hrs/wk

6.  Some of the FREE services that ASUAF provides to students are listed below. Which have  
you used in the last year?(Check all that apply) 

 Legal Consultations  Club Funding  Other:
 Coffee/ Tea/ Hot Chocolate  Travel Funding
 Alaska Voter Registration  Notary Public service
 Faxing, printing & copying  None of these. 

7. Overall, how satisfied are you with the ASUAF Student Government? 
[highly satisfied]    [mostly satisfied]      [Neutral]      [mildly unsatisfied]      [very unsatisfied] 
                                                                                                                 

8. ASUAF Senate Meetings are held weekly and are open to the public. If public meeting times  
were better advertised would you attend senate meetings throughout the semester?
 Yes  No 

9. Do you have any suggestions for time and locations for future public meetings and events?

Thanks for your participation! Follow us on Facebook or visit us on the web at www.asuaf.org

ASUAF ELECTION BALLOT
NOV 24-30, 2016 

Please fill in the bubble next to your selection/s. ALL QUESTIONS ARE OPTIONAL. 
Incorrect spelling of write‐in candidate names will be subject to reasonable ruling by the Elections Board. 

Brain Holst

Colby Freel

Dawson Mann

Raymundo Lopez Georgia DurdenMolly Oscannell

2) ASUAF Nominee for Student Commissioner on 
Post- Secondary Education
2) ASUAF Nominee for Student Regent
7) ASUAF Senate Seats

This week, ASUAF Elections are going to be underway. In this 
election, there will be 11 positions available.

Online Polling opens on November 24th, and Campus Polling opens 
November 28th. There will be polling stations located in Murie, MBS, 
Wood Center, Dine 49, Duckering, and the CTC building. 
Clubs interested in running polling booths can earn $10.50 an hour 
for their club! Sign up on OrgSync, under Associated Students of the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks

Vote in this election and be entered in for a $100 Fred Meyers gift card! One entry per person.
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Left: “Still Life with Genetically 
Modified Mangoes” by Kathryn 
Reichert. “[The piece is] meant to re-
imagine the classic “still life” subject 
in traditional art by giving it a modern 
twist,” Reichert said. “I used Photoshop 
to add in all of the electronic 
details — an acknowledgement of 
the enhancements undergone by the 
fruit.” This image was accepted into 
Alaska Positive. 
– courtesy of Kathryn Reichert

Above right: “Vintage Noir” by Sarah Manriquez, accepted into Alaska Positive. Manriquez is 
particularly drawn to boudoir imagery and early 20th century style. “I used a cinematic 
approach when shooting this series and went back and forth between wide angle shots and 
intimate details,” Manriquez said. – courtesy of Sarah Manriquez

Right: “Spare Parts” by Charlotte Peterson. “The work comes from a place of feeling broken, 
feeling inadequate for which I might need spare parts to feel whole or to feel accepted,” 
Peterson said. “Spare Parts” won the Jared Baked Gutsy Art Award at the 64th Parallel 
exhibition. – courtesy of Charlotte Peterson

Three campus photography 
students have picked up recognition 
in recent statewide juried 
exhibitions. Kathryn Reichert, 
Charlotte Peterson and Sarah 
Manriquez have all had selections 
of  their work shown in gallery shows 
across the state.

“I’ve always enjoyed 
photography, but only began to 
pursue it as something more than 
an occasional hobby maybe about 
two years ago,” Kathryn Reichert, a 
Bachelor of  Fine Arts student, said.

Reichert showed work in all 
three exhibitions. She has also 
had work accepted in three other 
national exhibitions this month.

“I find myself  drawn to photo 
manipulation, alternative processes 
and toy cameras,” Reichert said. “I 
like the idea of  using photography 
to try to show things that we may 
imagine or remember rather than 
trying to faithfully recreate what 
we see on a daily basis. There are 
endless ways to experiment with 
photography and incorporate it into 
other artistic processes, and that is 
really what keeps me interested.”

Charlotte Peterson received 
three Honorable Mentions for her 
work accepted into Rarefied Light, 
as well as the Jared Baker Gutsy 
Art Award in the 64th Parallel 
exhibition. 

“Most of  the images that I create 
are deeply personal,” Peterson said. 
“[The work is] reflective of  my inner 
being, the parts of  me that I tend to 
hide away from most people. The 
idea of  having my heart out there 
for all to see is a step towards being 
open and vulnerable, yet still being 
guarded.”

Sarah Manriquez had a 
photograph accepted into the Alaska 
Positive exhibition. Manriquez, 
who works as photo editor at the 
Sun Star, also won a first place 
award for her photographic work 
at last April’s Alaska Press Club 
conference. Manriquez has been 
making photographs for as long as 
she can remember.

“At the young age of  five, I 
distinctly recall thumbing through 
family photos and knowing I 
had something special in my 
hands,” Manriquez said. “There is 
something magical about capturing 
a single and fleeting moment in an 
image that you can keep forever.”

64th Parallel was on view at the 
Bear Gallery during the month of  
October. Alaska Positive is currently 
open to the public at the Alaska 
State Museum, and will tour the 
state over the next few months. 
Rarefied Light will remain on view 
at the International Gallery of  
Contemporary Art in Anchorage 
through Nov. 25th, before showing 
in Fairbanks at the Bear Gallery for 
the month of  December.

64th Parallel, run by the 
Fairbanks Art Association, accepts 
work for consideration from any 
artist in Interior Alaska, working 
in any visual art medium. Rarefied 
Light and Alaska Positive, sponsored 
by the Alaska Photographic Center 
and the Alaska State Museum, 
respectively, focus on photographic 
works. All three exhibitions accepted 
hundreds of  entries for review 
by nationally recognized working 
artists. Only a small percentage 
of  the works entered into these 
exhibitions make it past the judging 
stage and onto the gallery walls.

Ellamarie Quimby
Sun Star

Photography students 
shine in state shows
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Indigenous and Visible:
Fashion with Native perspective

“Water is life,” Princess Daazhraii Johnson said to the audience as she raised her fist at the 
end of the runway. She wore a shirt with artwork by Isaac Murdoch created to support the 
indigenous peoples of the Standing Rock Reservation. She also wore a vest designed by Adeline 
Raboff, with beadwork sewn by Johnson herself. Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Alisha Gilbert accessorized with a beaded belt made by Josie John, and Caribou leg skin boots 
made by Trimble and Mary Gilbert. Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Alisha Gilbert shows off a second outfit, sporting rabbit fur gloves that she made herself. She is continuing to embellish the gloves, adding beadwork along the cuffs. Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

“Indigenous and Visible,” a 
showcase of  local Native art and 
fashion, was held by the Native 
Student Union as a fundraiser for 
their group. The first part of  the 
event allowed attendees to socialize 
and view art posted around the 
space. This was followed by a fashion 
show featuring 27 models, some 
of  whom modeled more than one 
outfit. Many ensembles combined 
traditional and modern clothing.

The Elements Day Spa and 
Salon donated hair and make-
up services for the show. Dineega 
Clothing and Trickster Company 
a l so  donated to  the  event .

Indigenous and Visible was 
held Saturday, Nov. 19 at The Hub.

Evon Peter, the vice chancellor for Rural 
Community and Native Education at UAF, wore 
a traditional men’s shirt of tanned moose 
hide, called a Vit’lee ts’al, made by his mother. 
He sported a Dene’ chief’s necklace and beaded 
gloves. Josh Hartman / Staff Writer
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GFOTY
Call Him A Doctor (pc-r7)
Genre: PC Music

Girlfriend Of  The Year is 
saving pop punk with this slam 
dunk of  an album. This is what 
Omar Rodriguez Lopez has been 

and eye
withchips

“00-” is just a gameboy color 
start up sound. “snack lake” is 8-bit 
chiptune footwork. It starts off great 
but gets rather dissonant halfway 
in and doesn’t really recover until 
the toms come in (which is the 
same time the dissonant melody 
disappears). “w w w walk” is nice 
and positive until an alarm tone 
rings out for a good 10 seconds. The 
toms swim about and then the lead 
switches into a fishy slide melody. It 
alternates and then rings out for a 
good 11 seconds.

“broccoli cheddar bake” is 
delicious. The song is really good. It 
has a really cool break snare pattern 
and a funky glitched wind chime 
melody going on over top. “;;;;;;;;;” 
is like Excitebike with a granulizer. 
“for lunch and dinner”, not much 
to say about this one besides that it’s 

attempting to create all along. It is 
more metal than you, and it is crunker 
than Mountain Dew.

“Snakes and Ladders” is not 
meant to sung along to. I suggest 
playing bag pipe to it if  you catch my 
drift. Excuse while i lose my mind to 
“The Argument.” I’m gonna beat 
Kanye to sampling this one.

After looping and chopping 
that up, I’m listening to “Wood U.” 
Its pretty sounding. The lyrics are 
resonating with me and I’m getting 
emotional. GFOTY sings, “But dying 
alone could be hard, Especially if  you 
have a dog.” Damn.

This might be AOTY if  this keeps 

very repetitive. It has a funky rhythm 
which is a plus, but at 00:41 seconds 
it’s not really worth spending a lot of  
time putting into words. “make me” 
on the other hand is kind of  long, its 
second longest on the album tied with 
“snack lake.” That being said, it’s not 
nearly as much fun as “snack lake”. 
It’s not bad though, the hi hat roll is 
really cool to hear in 8-bit.

“ready an” is off-kilter as the name 
might imply. It has a high bpm but the 
melody sounds like it’s trying to go 
slower against the tempo grain. “make 
your way out” doesn’t do this. Its fast 
paced and clearly since the melody is 
also fast, and there is an abrupt velcro 
glissando that separates the different 
song sections. Out of  nowhere some 
808 snares appear and then get spaced 
out. “8+13” equals 21. The age of  
disappointment. This song sounds like 
constantly falling down a waterfall or 
being in suspended animation. “b0p 
in the face” is great. It’s like playing 
Bop-it but with your face. I’m starting 
to feel like the person who did the 
drums may not have been the same 
person that composed the other parts. 
It is a little ridiculous to assume, but 
they just are sounding very opposite 
here. If  that was intentional then 
disregard.

up. “You Don’t” makes me feel 
something I haven’t felt since Dream 
Street’s “They Don’t Understand.”

The title track is solid. The curse 
beep in the verse was not beeping 
anything out. There are plenty of  
f-bombs that sound almost out of  
place during the chorus. The record 
scratch was almost an “All Star” 
throwback. This is like 18+ meets 
Sleigh Bells.

Yeah, this is definitely going on 
the that year end list that no one is 
going to read. “Heaven” is insanely 
beautiful. Its almost too perfect but 
the glitched interruptions are what 
make it truly perfect.

“nerd” is tiiight. It sounds 
like an 8-bit version of  a song I 
really like but doesn’t exist. I might 
have to make it on some non-8 bit 
instruments. Just kidding, I like 
8-bit, but this one sounds like it 
would benefit from not being 8-bit. 
There’s a lot going on but it sounds 
watered down... until the halfway 
point. Okay, I was wrong. I was right 
at first, but not at second. It’s chill 
everyone. *the only person reading 
this suddenly realizes that no one 
else is reading this* “mkmkmk” is 
about everything being just ok. I got 
that from the dog bark.

I lied. I never heard the 
dog bark. And if  I did, I don’t 
understand dog language so I 
wouldn’t matter. If  this album were 
a game it would be game over for 
me. 97997 ALMONDS puts out 
great, unusual electronic music and 
it’s almost always free. So, if  you 
like truly experimental electronic 
music. There’s most likely sometime 
in their catalog for you. I’m pretty 
sure 97997 ALMONDS used to be 
Nekophiliac. 997997 ALMONDS 
also has a collaboration album with 
Yeongrak that I highly recommend. 
Its called “whats up absorption & 
9999999.”

Lil’ music reviews
A bi-weekly column by Alan Fearns, General Manager at KSUA

For the full Lil’ music reviews, visit uafsunstar.com

Op-Ed: The tragic flaw of the Democratic party

On Nov. 8 the United States 
elected Donald Trump to be the 
next president. One thing to note is 
the fact that Trump won the election 
with about 60.9 million votes, which is 
about the same that Romney received 
and a million more than McCain 
received, according to the Roper 
Center.

The Democrats had the ability 
to get a majority in the Senate in this 
election, but they didn’t and now the 
Republicans control the Senate and 
the House. The Republicans gaining 
a filibuster-proof  majority is a very 
real possibility in 2018 when 25 
Democratic seats up for reelection.

“To be grossly generalistic, 
you could put half  of  Trump’s 
supporters into what I call the ‘basket 
of  deplorables,’” Clinton said at a 
fundraiser on Sept. 9, describing those 
people as racist, sexist, xenophobic 
among other things.

This mirrors the problem Mitt 
Romney had when he stated that 
nearly half  the country would 
never vote for him because they 
were receiving benefits from the 
government.

“That hurt,” Romney said about 
the effect of  that comment. “There’s 
no question that hurt and did real 
damage to my campaign.”

Comments like these make 
moderate people, who could 
comfortably vote for either candidate, 
feel as though their views are being 
invalidated. These are the kind of  
people who voted for Obama in 2008 
and 2012, but voted for Trump this 
year.

Among registered voters, 65 

percent of  people polled by The 
Washington Post thought that it is 
unfair to describe a large portion of  
Trump’s supporters as prejudiced 
against women and minorities. Even 
among just Democrats about half  of  
the people polled felt similarly.

If  you think about the perspective 
of  a moderate Trump supporter, it’s 
easy to see how they can become 
disenfranchised by the Democratic 
party. To these people Trump 
represented a difference from the 
status quo. He was the person who 
would knock a wrench into the system 
that didn’t seem to care about their 
problems.

“You know, I’ve always wanted to 
say this—I’ve never said this before 
with all the talking we all do—all 
of  these experts, ‘Oh we need an 
expert—’ The experts are terrible,” 
Trump said during a rally.

Trump’s disdain of  experts clearly 
is not beholden only to him. Millions 
of  Americans feel this way as well. 
Part of  the reason behind this could be 
the cultural and political differences 
between “experts” and everyone else.

For instance, By their own 
description, 72 percent of  American 
professors are liberal and only 15 
percent identify as conservative.

Just 2 percent of  English professors 
identified as Republican, according 
to a Harvard and George Mason 
University study.

“Outside of  academia I faced 
more problems as a black,” George 
Yancey said about his experience with 
discrimination. “But inside academia, 
I face more problems as a Christian, 
and it is not even close.”

Yancey is a black and evangelical 
sociologist who spoke to the New York 

times about liberal bias in academia.
Some people may read this 

and think that the gap in political 
ideology is because conservatives 
self-select away from jobs at 
universities in favor of  business 
or that conservatives are just less-
qualified in general. But isn’t that 
just the same argument that racists 
use to explain inequality among 
people separated by skin color?

Of  course, topics with social 
and psychological implications will 
always be very complex and require 
an open mind and diverse opinions 
to consider effectively. This is the 
larger problem that bias implies.

Groups that have a diversity of  
opinions are better decision makers 
and are more effective in general. 
Studies have shown that when a 
group is full of  people who share 
the same views, they tend to become 
even more extreme in those views.

Another presidential candidate 
felt similarly about the Democratic 
party.

“Donald J. Trump won the 
White House because his campaign 
rhetoric successfully tapped into 
a very real and justified anger, 
an anger that many traditional 
Democrats feel,” Bernie Sanders 
wrote in an opinion piece.

At the end of  Sanders’ article, 
titled “Where the Democrats go 
from here,” he suggests that the 
party must “break loose from its 
corporate establishment ties.”

Both the lack of  grassroots 
efforts among the Democratic party 
and the liberal bias in academia 
lead to significant problems with the 
party—problems that shouldn’t be 
ignored.

Letters 
from the 
Editor:

Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Thanksgiving is not a universally 
positive holiday for many. Indeed, 
in some households it’s viewed with 
dread, representing an awkward, 
obligatory time of  year where 
political views and family skeletons 
create a minefield of  arguments 
and hurt feelings. It is nevertheless 
my very favorite holiday, and I find 
myself  incredibly frustrated by the 
people and corporations that would 
rather move it aside entirely in favor 
of  sale prices and endless replays of  
“Jingle Bells.”

Perhaps my infatuation with 
the feast is due to the fact that 
I have never really dreaded it. 
Once Thanksgiving was a time for 
family and close family friends, but 
upon moving to Seattle the yearly 
tradition became one of  our merry 
band of  expatriates, refugees from 
Alaska, California and the Midwest 
brought together by circumstance 
and oddity. In any case, it was a time 
for merriment and the gathering 
of  loved ones. I’ll be in Seattle 
preparing for this year’s event by the 
time you pick up this newspaper and 
I definitely won’t be thinking of  class 
(or work) for the duration.

Perhaps it’s the aspect of  choice 
that makes Thanksgiving finally 
come into its own. Nobody likes 
being dragged by familial association 
into groups of  unfamiliar and 
possibly hostile people, and the fact 
that the holiday does that to so many 
is probably why it has such a bad 
rap. They say the family of  the 21st 
century is made up of  friends, not 
family, and whether you find blood 
is thicker than water or vice versa 
it’s probably safe to assume that 
you would rather be with those you 
choose rather than those you were 
born into.

I, for one, will be spending time 
with my 21st century family this 
holiday, and to those of  you doing 
the same, I hope that it gives you 
the boost we’ll all need going into 
the final stretch of  the fall semester. 
If  you’re venturing forth into that 
dragon’s den of  disagreeable family 
members, then I hope you keep your 
head down and power through. And 
if  you have Christmas decorations 
up, stay the hell out of  my face until 
Friday.

Happy Thanksgiving, hang in 
there everybody.

Flesh and blood
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This Alaskan Agent comic originally ran in the Polar Star on Feb. 2, 1973.

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Max Erickson / Sun Star

‘Nook on the Street
Thanksgiving, the last holiday before the end of  the semester, is this Thursday.

This week we asked students, what are your plans for Thanksgiving?

Rachel Bruesch, civil 
engineering, sophomore

Lance Yarborough, foreign 
languages, senior

Syndey Deering, petroleum 
engineering, sophomore

Colwyn Martin, petroleum 
engineering, sophomore

“I’m flying back home to Palmer 
and just hanging with the family. 
I’m excited. I get to see my dogs 
and stuff again.” 

“I’m going to stay on campus and 
see if  any of  the local groups or 
clubs are doing anything. Usually 
my friends have something going 
on.” 

“I am going home, going to an 
old family friends house where 
there are a lot of  people coming. 
We’ve got to bring the appetizer.” 

“I’m staying here for 
Thanksgiving, but I’m going to 
take a trip to Chena Hot springs 
with some friends.”

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 22
It’s a short week, I have at least two 
final assignments due today and my 
boss is some sort of  maniac who wants 
me to play the recently released 
“Pokemon Sun and Moon.” Given 
my work load, buying a video game 
is a terrible idea... or maybe the best 
one. If  you’re not busy trying to shed 
some pre-Thanksgiving weight 
at DRAW’s Spinning Class from 
5:30-6:30 p.m., it might be ok to 
give into temptation once in awhile. 
That’s what the holidays are for right? 
–Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Wednesday / 23
One more day before your four-
day weekend! I know it’s difficult 
with relaxation and good food so close, 
but unfortunately it’s important to 
go to class today. So go out there, 
get it done and then enjoy your well-
deserved rest. – Ben Ellis / Web Editor

Thursday / 24
IT’S TURKEY DAY!! As we draw 
nearer to the end of  the semester, 
deadlines seem to come up faster and 
be bigger than ever. Take today off, 
relax. Today you should spend 
time with loved ones. If  you’re far 
away from family/home, grab close 
friends and spend time with them. 
Be thankful for the people in your life 
that make you feel loved. Also, make 
sure you wear pants with an elastic 
waistline, you have a robust day filled 
with almost an unmeasurable amount 
of  eating. – Sarah Manriquez / Photo 
Editor

Friday / 25
Today is Black Friday. You know 
what that means, time to finish 
giving thanks for what you have 
and rush to your nearest box 
store to feverishly fight your 
fellow Fairbanksans for that new 
flatscreen that’s on sale. My advice? 

Stay the heck away from all stores 
and eat leftover Thanksgiving 
pie with your family. Those sales 
will still be there online on ‘Cyber 
Monday,’ or whatever the kids call it. 
–Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Saturday / 26
We all know yesterday was Black 
Friday. Hopefully none of  you were 
trampled by panicked mom’s trying to 
score the last X-box for little Timmy 
who can’t live without it. Today, 
however, is what us locals like 
to refer to as Small Business 
Saturday. Local businesses will be 
featuring sales and Black Friday-
like deals without all the chaos 
and fearing for you life. Grab of  
cup of  coffee and a friend, and hit up 
your favorite local businesses to get 
some early Christmas shopping out 
of  the way or find something great for 
yourself. – Erin Granger / Staff Writer

Sunday / 27
Event-wise this Sunday seems like it’s 
going to be pretty quiet, so good way 
to end your Thanksgiving weekend 
might be to watch a fun animated 
movie with your friends and 
family. One good option would be 
the Disney movie “Moana” for which 
there are several showtimes for the at 
the Regal theater. – Josh Hartman / 
Staff Writer

Monday / 28
The Art Department is hosting their 
Fall 2016 show of  student work 
in their gallery near the Great 
Hall. The reception, which usually 
has free food, runs from 5-7 
p.m. Typically there’s no power in 
the ‘verse that can keep me from free 
food, but in this case I’ll be indisposed; 
by Monday I should be nursing a 
hangover, working on some classwork 
and packing for my flight back to 
Fairbanks. – Spencer Tordoff / Editor-in-
Chief

Naturally Perspiring By  Mason Schoemaker
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Photo of the Week: Kathryn Reichert
Congratulations to this week’s Photo of the 
Week Winner Kathryn Reichert - please 
come to the Sun Star office at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 4,  2016 in Constitution Hall in room 
305 to collect your prize!

The Sun Star wants YOUR photos! Post your 
pictures throughout the week on Facebook, 
Twitter or Instagram under  #UAFSunStar. 
If we pick your photo it’ll be printed in the 
paper and you’ll win great prizes!

Your ad could 
be here!

To sponsor next week’s Photo of the 
Week, contact Sarah Manriquez , Sun Star 
advertising manager at 907-474-6043 or 
ads@uafsunstar.com.

3189301_19080 

10x5

4c

The Wells Fargo SurePay® service lets you send money to just 
about anyone with a bank account at any U.S. financial institution 
using their email address, and without sharing account numbers. 
You can also receive money using your email address.*

So quick. Grab your smartphone and tap the Wells Fargo Mobile® 
app. It’s yours. Dig in!

Gaffney • Fairbanks • 907-459-4373
University • Fairbanks • 907-474-4100
Cushman • Fairbanks • 907-459-4300
Bentley • Fairbanks • 907-459-4361

Pay Mike for it 
before Matt  
inhales it.

* Recipient must have an account at a U.S. financial institution. Availability may be affected by your mobile carrier’s coverage area. Your mobile carrier’s message and data rates may apply.
© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. Materials expire September 24, 2016. (3189301_19080)

Travel Between Anchorage and Fairbanks 

from $79. 

Book your flight today at flyravn.com 

Reservations: (800) 866-8394 

After 2016 is over 
I’m going to need 

some BEARapy


