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ASUAF spends their savings for student travel and clubs										

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Despite the -30 weather and the sun setting at 3:30, students continue to thwart the
desire to stay indoors and find the time to have outdoor adventures.
Max Erickson / Sun Star

Continued “Virtual reality” pg. 4.

Election questions addressed
at political science panel

Alexander Hirsch (right), a political science professor at UAF, answers questions with colleague
and fellow professor Brandon Boylan (left) regarding the recent election during a panel discussion held Thursday evening, Nov. 17 in the Murie auditorium. Erin Granger / Staff Writer

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Political science professors
attempted to quantify and
re s p o n d t o m a ny q u e s t i o n s
raised by the 2016 election at a
panel hosted by the department.
“We’re essentially here to try
and unpack the how and the why
of the election,” Alexander Hirsch,
a political science professor, said.
The panel, which was open
to the public. was organized by
Brandon Boylan. He was joined
Tweet us! @ uafsunstar
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Scientists
air worries
about Trump
presidency

Virtual
reality tested
as obesity fix
Video games might help pass
the time, but Joshua Lupinek wants
to repurpose gaming equipment to
improve public health in rural villages
during the cold winter months by
providing access to virtual reality
systems for recreation and exercise.
“It’s huge ... it just kind of blows
your mind,” Lupinek, a professor
with the School of Management,
s a i d a b o u t t h e t e c h n o l o g y.
Alaska has a higher than national
average rate of obesity, and in
Lupinek’s research he discovered
“rural hub communities” are where
the rate of obesity is the highest.
These hub communities are on the
grid enough that the people aren’t
hunting and gathering, but they
still don’t have the amenities that
cities do, according to Lupinek.
These are the communities that
Lupinek is looking to target first
for the program. If the researchers
determine that the people in these
communities are using the equipment
and that their level of physical
activity is rising, then medical
experts can come in to look at how
that affects the community’s health.

N E W S

by c o l l e a g u e s H i r s ch , A my
Lovecraft and Jeremy Speight.
“There were a lot of conversations
going on in the corridors and I was
think we need to make some sort
of presentation out of this for the
university and the public,” Boylan said.
Each professor took a
different a different approach
in trying to make sense of the
election outcome, particularly the
infor mation gap between preelection polls and the actual results.
“The election was stunning for two
major reasons,” Lovecraft said. “One,

the polls got it wrong and another
one, of course, is because Donald
Trump has never held a public office.
That’s never happened. Even George
Washington held colonial office
before the United States came to be.”
Lovecraft
found
the
election interesting, but not
all that sur prising, she said.
“This election was a surprise
but historically this was not that
abnormal,” Lovecraft said. “There was
not an overwhelming voter turn out.
Another thing is that it’s very unusual
for a legacy candidate to be elected
freshly after a two turn president.”
Lovecraft also spoke about the
different geographical demographics
and their voting results based on
location, pointing to a map that showed
large sections of rural areas voting
for Trump, but most metropolitan
centers swinging democrat.
“You have 15 percent of the
country, in terms of geographic
space, being Clinton and 85 percent
being Trump,” Lovecraft said. “Yet,
when you look at the population in
those geographic spaces you find
that Clinton’s population is actually
larger than Trump’s and it’s not
that surprising that as if yesterday
she’s still winning the popular vote.”
Hirsch emphasized the need
for conversation to gain better
understanding of the situation. There
have been too many monologues
recently, it’s time for dialogue, he said.
“Since the morning of November
ninth, friends, colleagues and
sometimes utter strangers have
been demanding an explanation
from me for what was for many
a shocking electoral revelation
the night before,” Hirsch said.
Continued “Election questions” pg. 4.

President-Elect Donald Trump’s
ambiguity on global warming is causing
some concern among UAF scientists.
“I think the facts of climate change
speak for themselves,” John Walsh,
chief scientist at the International
Arctic Research Center, said. “15
of the 16 warmest years have just
happened, the last two years have been
the warmest on record. ... As far as the
presidential transition goes, I’m waiting
to see what the President-Elect does.”
Trump’s attitudes may have an
affect on international diplomacy
as science has been an effective
diplomatic tool, according to
Doctorate Student Berill Blair.
“It’s not that we don’t know where
the new administration might stand
but how far they might take some
their publicized positions on climate
change,” Olivia Lee, a professor at the
Arctic Research Center said. “Right
after the election, it was pretty grim
feeling by my colleagues and myself.”
On the same day that Trump
met with the Times reporters he
formally announced Myron Ebell as
the head of his transition team for the
Environmental Protection Agency.
Ebell is the director of the Center
for Energy and Environment at the
Competitive Enterprise Institute.
Ebell has been called a “climate
criminal” by activist group Avaaz.
“Myron Ebell has been a political
figure who has employed that type of
misinformation that climate science
is something you can believe in or not
believe in,” Blair said. “He seems to have
no issue with spreading misinformation
and silencing actual climate scientists.”
Many of the scientists had strong
feelings about maintaining the accuracy
of scientific information that they collect.
The media hasn’t done a good
job of emphasizing the amount of
research that supports human-caused
climate change, according to Uma
Bhatt, an atmospheric science professor.
“They present the viewpoint
of the skeptic as if it’s equal to
the viewpoint of the expert or the
body of evidence,” Bhatt said.
“Make sure the facts you collect in
the news make sure they’re right.”
Syun-Ichi Akasofu, a professor
of physics and director emeritus, had
similar concerns about a lack of accurate
information available to the public.
“There’s so much misinformation,
I think scientists should do more
to clear it up,” Akasofu said.
Akasofu also had concerns that
some weather events are wrongly
attributed to climate change and
greenhouse gases. He hopes that
scientists will maintain a high standard
of studying these weather events.
Other scientists also expressed hope.
“I think there will be
c o n t i nu e d a c t i o n , t h i n g s w i l l
happen at the grassroots level
and will build up,” Walsh said.
Lee emphasized that scientists will
keep trying to keep the public informed
so that they and their representatives
can make the best decisions. Although
some of those scientists may not be able
to do the work that they normally do.
“For faculty like myself that are
purely grant funded, that is a very real
concern for what the future might look
like,” Lee said. “There hasn’t yet been
anything that has come out that makes
things catastrophic for us in the future,
but we’re very much keeping informed.”
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The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals
named as arrested and / or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.
Ben Ellis

Web Editor

Disorderly Conduct
11/12/2016 5:54 p.m. - The police
were called by a student in the wood
center, who said another student was
being harassed by four teenagers.
Officers are currently investigating.
11/17/2016 10:13 a.m. - A
person in Signer’s Hall was removed
from campus and given a disorderly
conduct warning after being hostile
towards an employee there. When
the person ignored the warning
and continued, they were taken
to Fairbanks Correctional Center.
Drugs
1 1 / 1 6 / 2 0 1 6 2 : 3 2 p. m . Information was given to the police
about drug distribution around
the Cutler apartment complex
and an investigation was started.
Found Property
11/21/2016 3:16 p.m. - Various
items were found in a snow

bank near the Admin Services
building and search patrols were
sent to the area to look for more.
11/23/2016 11:21 p.m. - An
unsecured bicycle was found in
the Taku lot. The owner was
contacted and the bike was moved.
Intoxicated Person
11/20/2016 2:01 a.m. - A
cab driver called the department
concerned for his passenger, as she
was intoxicated and not dressed
for the weather. An officer located
the woman and transported her
to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.
11/20/2016 5:46 a.m. - A resident
assistant called emergency medical
services about a man who wasn’t
waking up in Bartlett Hall. He was
taken to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.
Moving Vehicle Accident
11/16/2016 3:27 p.m. - A car hit
a light pole on the Sheep Creek exit.
Officers found debris from the vehicle
and the light pole in a nearby ditch
and started their investigation to

finding the vehicle owner responsible.
11/22/2016 5:12 p.m. - A driver
called in, saying they had scraped
another vehicle while backing out of
a parking lot. An officer contacted
the owner of the damaged car.
11/29/2016 9:25 a.m. - A
driver hit a heater pole in the Patty
Center parking lot and immediately
notified police and facilities services.
Stalking
11/28/2016 11:13 a.m. - A man
was reported as stalking a female
student. He had been waiting
outside of her classes, as well as at
other places on campus. He was
contacted and told to not make
contact with the woman in any way.
Theft
11/17/2016 9:18 a.m. - A bicycle
was stolen from the bike rack
outside of Moore Hall. The bike
was last seen on Nov. 11 and the
lock was found to have been cut.

11/22/2016 10:22 p.m. - People
saw someone stealing a bike from
the rack outside of MBS and
informed the police. The person was
contacted and the bike was recovered.
Charges are currently pending.
11/28/2016 2:41 p.m. - A lightbar
was stolen from a truck in the MBS
parking lot somewhere between
Nov. 22 - 28. Officers are currently
investigating the issue to find the
vehicle suspected to be involved.
11/28/2016 4:13 p.m. - A report
was submitted of a bike missing from
a bike rack outside of the Wood
Center. Investigation is ongoing.
Vandalism
11/17/2016 10:13 a.m. - An
investigation began concerning car
tires that had been slashed two weeks
prior in the Signer’s Hall parking lot.
Welfare Check
11/21/2016 12:53 a.m. - A caller
requested a welfare check on a suicidal
friend. The friend was taken to
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital for care.

ASUAF is the elected student government of the University of Alaska Fairbanks. The student government recieves around $500,000 per fiscal year in student
fees and provide funding for the Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert Board as well as student groups and services. Meetings are held weekly and open to the public.

Unofficial
Senators reject Haven, buy coats ASUAF
Election Results

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Senators approved $800 in
ASUAF-branded apparel and
took few other actions at Sunday’s
lightly-attended ASUAF meeting.
*
The senators read a resolution
to petition Chancellor Dana
Thomas remove the $150 fine
spent on Haven and replace it with
a registration hold or other nonmonetary penalty for a second time.
“Two-thirds of students disagreed
or strongly disagreed with the use of
the $150 fee,” the resolution reads.
The resolution also calls upon
Thomas and the UAF administration
to create a single credit, low cost course
which would cover similar issues as
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Haven, as well as covering topics like
research skills and financial literacy.
The resolution passed unanimously.
*
The senate discussed President
Colby Freel’s veto of the bill to create
an endowment fund in honor of the
late Erika Keiko, which would spend
$9,000 from ASUAF’s rollover budget.
Freel’s veto decreased the
amount of donated from $9,000
to $2,000, which many of the
senators thought was “too low.”
The senators voted to override
the veto with six in favor and one
abstaining. However, when they read
the rest of the veto, they realized
Freel made a clerical error in the
veto so its intention was unclear.
After discussion, Altman made
a motion to suspend the “rules of

Staff

order” and to table their action on
the veto until the next meeting after
gaining clarification from Freel.
*
The senate discussed purchasing
ASUAF-branded apparel with $800
from the Senate Projects Budget. The
bill stipulates that ASUAF employees
and senators must serve at least one
full term to keep their branded clothes.
The bill was passed unanimously.
Attendance
Present: Diane Murph, Joe
Altman, Patrick Namwembe, Molly
O’Scannel, Cordero Reid, Raymundo
Lopez, Ivik Henry (late)
Not Present: Ben AndersonAgimuk, Dawson Mann, Ryan Cain

Editor-in-Chief
Spencer Tordoff
(907) 474-7540
editor@uafsunstar.com

Freelancers
Max Erickson
Ellamarie Quimby
Aaron Crabtree
Aaron Walling
John Aldabe
Mark Melham

Copy Editor
Kyrie Long
edits@uafsunstar.com

Freelance Cartoonist
Mason Schoemaker

Layout Editor
Molly Putman
layout@uafsunstar.com
Web Editor
Ben Ellis
web@uafsunstar.com
Photo Editor/Ad Manager
Sarah Manriquez
photo@uafsunstar.com
Josh Hartman
Erin Granger

Staff Writers

Tiffany Lehnerd

Archivist

Columnists/Contributers
Alan Fearns
George Krinkle
Faculty Advisor
Brian O’Donoghue
bpodonoghue@alaska.edu

Nominee For Student Regent:
Colby Freel
Nominee For Student
Commissioner:
Melissa Clark
Senate:
Brian Holst, Molly O’Scannell,
Raymundo Lopez, Georgia Durden,
Dawson Mann, Samuel Mitchell
and Erik Rickards.
Senate Runner-Ups:
Sierra Van Hoffen, Chris Martinez
and James Gilchrest.
Notable Write-In Candidates:

BONERZ BONERZ BONERZ (5 votes),
Harambe (5 votes), Butts Butts Butts
(3 votes), ‘Donald Trump’ (2 votes),
George Bush (1 vote), Jared Leto (1
vote), Batman (1 vote), Ballz Ballz Ballz
(1 vote), “That douche with he beard...
think his name is cordero” (1 vote),
“Whoever makes people smile the
most” (1 vote)

Letters to the Editor
T he Sun Star welcomes
commentary from our readers!
Please include the author’s full
name and contact information
(phone, e-mail or address), as well
as a preferred title for your piece.
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters
must be received by 5 p.m. Friday
in order to be run in the next
issue. All letters are subject to
editing for brevity and grammar.

In recognition of the 70th
anniversary of independent
student journalism at UAF,
the Sun Star has amended
this year's volume number to
reflect the continuing legacy
of the Polar Star.
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Election questions

Students, faculty and members of the Fairbanks community filled the Murie auditorium Thursday evening, Nov. 17, to ask questions and discuss
the most recent presidential election with members of the political science faculty. Erin Granger / Sun Star

Continued from pg. 1.
“What I see happening now in the
wake of the election, is a rush to locate
stories we can tell about the how
and the why of Trump’s election.”
Voter turn out was only .4
percent lower for this years election
than it was in 2012, Hirsch said,
while explaining his thoughts
regarding the electoral college
and its role played in the election.
“The electoral college is why
Trump won,” Hirsch said. “The
fact that a vote in Wyoming is
worth 362 percent of what a vote
in California is worth is the how
and the why of Trump’s election.”
This is only the fourth time in
history that a candidate has been
elected despite losing the popular
vote, with previous cases including
Rutherford B. Hayes, William
Henry Harrison, George W. Bush
and now Trump, Hirsch noted.
Boylan
focused
on

Pennsylvania as an example.
“I was drawn to Pennsylvania in
particular because [the state] swung
red in this election when it hasn’t done
so in nearly 30 years,” Boylan said.
“Not only am I from Pennsylvania
but I’m from Eerie, a county that has
traditionally gone blue. In fact the
last time it went red was for Reagan.”
Boylan discussed the swing in
voter sentiment in this county he
was familiar with, hypothesizing that
this previously liberal state swung
differently this year due to campaign
strategies of both candidates,
the labor economy in Eerie and
Trump’s focus on unemployment
in his campaign speeches there.
“What we saw in the U.S with the
rise of Trump really isn’t unique in
terms of the rise of populist or antiestablishment movements,” Speight
followed. “Western Europe has seen
the rise of right wing nationalist
parties. Latin America in the early

2000s were a number of left wing
socialist candidates in Bolivia and
Venezuela. This movement is part
of a broader global movement.”
Speight drew particular focus
to the emphasis these movements
were putting on what is been
deemed by the alt-right as the
“migrant threat,” drawing internal
unity by creating a foreign enemy.
“What is unique to be about
the U.S is this ever weakening party
system,” Speight said. “These
American parties really don’t have
to ability to mitigate or prevent
the rise of these fringe, populist
candidates, someone like Trump.”
Following the introductions
made by the professors, the
conversation was opened for
audience questions and comments.
Many audience comments
focused on this particular election
while some took time to speculate
about how this election might effect
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American politics in the future.
P r o f e s s o r Te r r e n c e C o l e
stated his opinions regarding the
American political system and
the electoral college as a whole.
“Trump didn’t win,” Cole said.
“Clinton lost, and I think it’s worth
talking about her perception as a
woman candidate and that she’s
a Clinton. Both things show the
terrible mistake of the democrats
taking their people for granted
because I think any other democrat
c o u l d h ave b e at e n Tr u m p. ”
“I want to know how psychology
plays a factor in this,” Jesse Gray, a
philosophy student said. “It seems
like one of the big things Trump ran
with was the Hillary Clinton email
scandal and yet he was talking to
foreign leaders on a cell phone so it
seems like there might be some sort
of double standard or different in
psychology between the two parties
and what is important to them.”
“We don’t have any common
truths anymore,” Hirsch said.
“That’s part of the
problem... We ought
“The electoral
to try harder
college is why
to establish
Trump
won. The
grounds for
authentic
fact that a vote in
dialogue.”
Wyoming is worth
T h e
362
percent of what
p a n e l ,
a vote in California
h o s t e d
T hur sday,
is worth is the how
Nov. 17, was
and the why of
well attended
Trump’s election.”
w i t h n e a rl y
every seat in - Alexander Hirsch,
political science
Murie Auditorium
professor
filled with students
and Fairbanks community
members joining the conversation.

ASUAF spends savings for
student travel and clubs
Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Debra Lupinek tests the School of Management’s Virtual Reality Lab located in the Pogo Mine
Room of the Bunnell Building. She used the virtual reality system to view the world in
Google Earth. When the Virtual Reality Lab is completed students will be able to use it for
student research. Photo courtey of Josh Lupinek.

Virtual reality
Continued from pg. 1.
Currently, Lupinek is doing
research in the communities to see
how interested the people of the
communities are in the program.
He is also using the Lab to test the
system and how the user’s experience is.
In the spring the Lab will be open
to students for research purposes and
for Lupinek’s project. The Virtual
Reality Lab is located in the Pogo
Mine Room of the Bunnell building
and is undergoing final renovations.
In the future, Lupinek hopes
that the Virtual Reality Lab will
have its own room and students
will be able to test out the
equipment both recreationally
a n d f o r r e s e a rc h p u r p o s e s.
Lupinek is a part of the
C h a n c e l l o r ’s I n n ovat i o n a n d

Technolog y Fellows prog ram
and he’s trying to figure out how
to use Virtual Reality across the
campus for different purposes.
“I see numerous and almost
limitless connections to every part
of campus,” Lupinek said. “we can
help [homeland security emergency
management students] do some
disaster management training
exercises—things that were previously
only on a military base, can now
be used here for a curriculum.”
The Virtual Reality Lab currently
has an HTC Vive, Oculus Rift and
Playstation VR as platforms for
testing. The Lab also has VirZOOM
exercise bikes and a Virtuix Omni,
which is a platform that allows the
user’s real life walking and jumping
to be mapped into virtual worlds.

T h e s t u d e n t g ove r n m e n t
has decided to run a deficit this
year, spending down savings
accounts in order to divert funds
to student travel and clubs,
according to the group’s president.
“In the past few years, the plan was
to actually use deficit spending because
we wanted to spend that extra money
down and give it back to students,”
Colby Freel, ASUAF president, said.
The savings accounts being
spent are made up of revenue from
previous school years, so the extra
expenditure is covered, Freel clarified.
The rollover funds have been
spent down from about $250,000 to
approximately $80,000 belonging to all
the governance groups, with $34,000
of that allocated to ASUAF itself.
T h e s t u d e n t g ove r n m e n t
has budgeted to pull $61,000
f r o m r o l l o v e r t h i s y e a r.
“The intent was that we would
put $30,000 in travel money and
$30,000 in club funding from
rollover for the year,” Freel said.
“The idea behind it was that because
this money had been built up by
students over years it needed to go
back to students and those are two
areas that directly affect students.”
Students will be able to
a p p l y f o r c l u b a n d t r ave l
funding
through
A S UA F.
The ASUAF budget funds
KSUA 91.5FM, Concert Board, the
Sun Star and student government.
K S UA , C o n c e r t B o a rd a n d
the Sun Star all have their own
rollover they pull from, Freel said.
“The rollover is complicated,”
Freel said. “In our internal budget,
we don’t account for that. So that’s
just money left over as it’s filled
up over years. We’ve been pulling
out of it for several years now.”
ASUAF’s budgeted revenue for
this year is $567,342 according to
Freel. The student government has

budgeted $265,837 in expenditures
this fiscal year. That includes the
$61,000 from rollover, Freel said.
Enrollment is lower this academic
year than expected, bringing in
less funding in the form of student
fees. Enrollment was expected to
be around 12,000. However, the
numbers are closer to 11,000.
While Matthew Carrick was
still president of ASUAF, changes
to the student fee passed to UA
President Jim Johnsen for approval,
Freel said. These changes would not
affect UAF students but would drop
the student fee for CTC students
taking three or more credits from
$42 per semester to $5 per semester.
These changes were supposed
to have already gone into effect.
“As soon as I took office, I sent a
memo through the chancellor to the
president. I thought at that point that
the fee would be changed,” Freel said.
“We thought we had solved it. We
hadn’t heard back from the president
in months and then we heard that it
hadn’t really left the chancellor’s desk,
it was just sitting there. So, at that point
it was not soon enough for the bursar’s
office to assess the fee appropriately.”
The fee remains the same at $42
per student per semester this fall.
The changes to the CTC student fee
should go into effect next semester
according to the chancellor, Freel said.
Each student governance group
is guaranteed a certain percent of
the student fee revenue. KSUA gets
28 percent. Concert Board gets 17
percent and the Sun Star receives
12 percent, according to Freel.
Revenue is split into three streams.
These are comprised of rollover from
past years, student fee revenue and ad
revenue from the Sun Star, Freel said.
“Because our fee revenue is
declining, we’re getting close to
a budget cliff,” Freel said. “It’s
not an emergency yet, but if we
don’t take notes from the state
legislature and start planning now
we’re going to be in trouble later.”
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
The archival materials reproduced in this issue contain the works and thoughts of Polar Star and Sun Star editors and writers from years past. They do not represent the views
of the Sun Star as a whole, nor those of its current editorial staff. Archives are collected from Rasmuson’s Alaska and Polar Regions Archives as well as Sun Star office records.

Is sexual assault a problem at UAF? Dec. 3, 1982
Sherry Simpson
Sun Star

The following report appeared
in the Nov. 26, 1982 edition
of the Daily News-Miner:
“State Troopers are investigating
a sexual assault reported by the
University of Alaska Security
Department
last
F r i d a y.
“The assault allegedly occurred
in the sixth-floor hallway of Bartlett
Hall at around 11 p.m. during a party.
“Troopers described the suspect
as a white male with collar-length
brown hair. He was believed to be
wearing levis and a yoked, plaid of
checked western-style shirt. The
suspect is 20-25 years old and about
5 feet 11 inches tall. He has a medium
build and weighs 175-190 pounds.”
Though this incident was not a
rape, according to Assistant Dean
of Students Dick Stenard, it “should
be treated seriously.” Earlier, he
commented, “There’s different
degrees of sexual assault, but they
all should be treated seriously.
So I think there needs to be an
awareness--what’s appropriate, what
isn’t appropriate, and what are the
alternatives when somebody’s not
acting in an appropriate manner.”
Last year, his department
sponsored advertising by
Wo m e n i n C r i s i s - C o u n s e l i n g
and assistance in the Sun Star. Is
sexual assault a problem at UAF?
“Of course it is,” he said. “If
you even have one incident, it’s
a problem. And we don’t know
how big the problem really is.”
Deter mining the extent of
sexual assault on campus is not easy
because often women do not report
incidents. Federal statistics estimate
that yearly, only 10 percent of sexual
assaults are actually reported, Susan
McInnis, counselor at WICCA said.
“They’ve been saying that for
years and they do not change their
tune,” she said. Women have come
up to her so often after presentations
she’s given to say they had been
assaulted before but never reported
it that “that tells me the Feds are
absolutely right when they say 10
percent are reported, and I think this
is because they too are realizing how

difficult it is for a victim to report.” incidents because they occurred on
Between September 1981 and the “perimeter” of the university.
August 1982, WICCA counseled
Recently a Fairbanks man who
six university students who
had been suspected of committing
were sexually assaulted.
those sexual assaults was
McInni estimated
found guilty of two
60 percent of the
counts of secondstudents also
degree sexual
reported the
assault and
incidents
two counts of
to
UA F
attempted
S e c u r i t y.
first-degree
No arrests
s e x u a l
were made
assault.
in any of
Authorities
the cases.
identified
“ S o m e
D a n i e l
were
a n d - Dick Stenard, Assistant Dean S t e d m a n
some weren’t”
Bolhouse, 25,
of Students, 1982
acquaintance
in January 1981
rapes, McInnis said.
f ro m i n fo r m at i o n
Although he did not
obtained from the assault
have exact figures available at the of a university student. He was
time of the interview, Dale Florian, arrested in Hawaii in August.
director of security, estimated that
Misconceptions about the legal
in his three years in the position, process following a sexual assault may
he has received between six and often prevent victims from reporting
eight complaints “that have had assault, McInnis said, but the biggest
something to do with sex or sexual factor is “they just want to forget itassault.” No arrests resulted from -they want to put it behind them.”
any of those complaints, he said.
At WICCA, care for the victim
For a myriad of reasons, he said, is the priority, she said, and they
investigations may go nowhere-- encourage women who don’t want
the victim withdraws the charges, to report an assault to come in for a
substantial evidence is lacking, or a medical exam, anyway, to check for
victim may be reluctant to pursue internal injuries, VD or pregnancy.
investigation for reasons of her own.
For those who do not wish to report
Florian said if the facts indicate the incident, the organization provides
they can pursue the case criminally a legal advocate to accompany the
or administratively, they will do so victim to interviews with the police
only with the victim’s permission. or troopers, or to the hospital. They
Asked whether he thought the also give victims the opportunity to
proportion of sexual assaults on the talk the incident through and provide
UAF campus indicates a problem, he her with information that may help
responded, “No, not in relationship, her deal with the incident. “Most
to either any other community of women who have been assaulted take
this size, or any other campus of this years to get through it,” she said.
size. It’s not extraordinary and it’s
Florian said the first question he
not overwhelming. Now if somebody asks a woman who reports a sexual
comes back and says, ‘You just assault to Security is “Would you like
don’t know what’s going on, there’s to have or may I have permission
all kinds of things happening, my to have the WICCA called?” If
only response is, ‘But it ain’t being they would rather not speak to
reported to us,’ and I can’t respond to someone from WICCA, he said he
something that’s not reported to us.” suggests someone from the Health
Earlier Florian said he does not Center, a female friend or a relative.
include the “University Rapist”
In 1981, WICCA counseled 69
sexual assaults that occurred on the women involved in sexual assaults,
bike paths around the university she said. Based on January through
in 1980 and 1981 as university May 1982 statistics, they project 62-

“If you even
have one incident,
it’s a problem. And we
don’t know how big the
problem really is.”

65 sexual assaults will be reported this
year, a figure the police department
and troopers project also, she said.
Overall in Alaska, 419 sexual assaults
were reported in 1981, according
to the FBI, she said. Per capita, that
works out to 102.2 rapes per 100,000
people, the highest rate in the nation.
The net highest is Washington, D.C.,
with 73 rapes per 100,000 she said.
“Everybody asks and nobody
knows,” the reasons for Alaska’s high
rate, she said. She speculated that
Alaska’s young, mobile population,
the level of alcohol abuse, extreme
climate, independent attitudes of both
sexes and a “macho” image associated
with life in Alaska may all be factors.
Referring to estimates that only 10
percent of sexual assaults are actually
reported, McInnis said, “if there are
419 reports in the state, then, my God,
do we have to cope with 4,190 (in the
state), or 690 in Fairbanks? We don’t
know and I will not say that that is
the case. But I will always say that the
number of actuals is going to be higher
than the number of reports, and if
add to that the sad fact that we can’t
prosecute every on that’s reported
for one reason or another, you know
sexual assault is the problem.”
Attempts to increase student
awareness of the problem have come
from several angles. Plans have been
made for 12-week course on domestic
violence, sexual assault and rape
awareness for next semester through
TVCC and by WICCA, said Wendy
Redman, assistant to the chancellors
and director of the Women’s Center.
Informal talks in dorms, training
sessions for student and resident
advisers, workshops and forums,
increased campus lighting, and media
exposure have all be measures taken
by the administration and WICCA
to increase sensitivity to the problem.
But the last reaction desired is
fear, McInnis stressed. She said she
was ‘infuriated’ to learn that women
were hiding in their dorm rooms
one year after a rash of incidents.
“Don’t stop going out,” she
said. “WE have a right to go where
we want.” Fear builds on fear and
makes people more vulnerable, she
said. “If the world is frightening,
we must learn to adapt... You can’t
crawl under a blanket and hide.”

Fall Senate elections may be invalidated Dec. 3, 1982
John Fridrich
Sun Star

The ASUA Senate elections held
in September, which saw a record
number of students cast ballots, could
be invalidated if actions taken by
the newly appointed member of the
student Supreme Court take effect.
Joseph St. Sauver confirmed, a
long with three other justices at a
November 21 meeting of the Senate,
brought several discrepancies he
noticed regarding the elections to
the attention of the Senate in a show
cause order issued November 29.
Citing various appropriate
sections of the ASUA Rules and
Regulations St. Sauver stated in his
show cause order that the elections
should be invalidated because a
copy of the proposed ballot was
not published in the Polar Star
issue immediately preceding the
voting and the election was not
conducted before the conclusion of
the third week of scheduled classes.
However, in a related matter,
Senator Carmen Kocinski has pointed
out in a memo to the Executive
Council, that the Constitution
requires two nominations for each

Supreme Court seat, a procedure
which was not followed in selecting St.
Sauver and the other three Justices.
“As a concerned representative
of the Students of the University of
Alaska, I would like to see the Student
Government follow the regulations
set in the A.S.U.A constitution. I am
sure this may have been an oversight
of procedure, but now the process
will have to be done correctly,”
Kocinski states in his memo.
St. Sauver said the Senate
suspended the rules cited by Kocinski,
who did not attend the meeting in
question, following properly mandated
procedures. ASUA President John
DiBene said if ordered to invalidate
the election, he will not do so because
the Justices are not elected by the
student body and have authority only
to judicate matters brought to the
Court’s attention by students, not to
initiate any proceedings themselves.
“The Court might be trying to define
its jurisdiction,” he said, but the
Executive branch will continue to
recognize the existence of the Senate.
In response, St. Sauver claims
that Justices are a “party in interest,”
and as ASUA members, invested
with the same rights to raise
issues [sic] asany other student.

“The Constitution will be
upheld as written,” St. Sauver
said this week. Invalidation of the
election results would nullify any
actions taken so far this year by the
Senate, according to St. Sauver,
including expenditure of funds,
which he has said he would freeze.
“Yes he (St. Sauver) does have
a case--if you consider the ASUA
Constitution a binding document,”
said John Alfonsi, Senate Affairs
committee chairman, responsible for
conducting the elections. “I have to
question if the supreme Court can
freeze funds. In any event, if they
try to do that--it’s the Cost Center
Clerk who controls the funds.”
Cost Center Clerk Charon Davis,
a full-time university employee and
better known as the ASUA secretary,
said she doesn’t control the funds or
spend anyone’s money for them. Ms.
Davis said her job is to insure that
money in the ASUA budget is spent for
what [sic] if was intended, following
the university’s accounting procedures.
Several Senate members have
questioned St. Sauver’s authority
to “declare the election null and
void,” objecting on the grounds that
an individual Justice, acting alone,
can not rule on court matters. No

statute in the Constitution specifically
addresses whether or not a Justice may
deliver opinions or act in any official
capacity alone. St. Sauver said the
other Justices, Karl Thoennes, Elaine
Saney and Norm Davis, were not
willing to sign the show cause order.
Attempt to contact other Justices for
their comments were unsuccessful.
U n l e s s A S UA r e s p o n d s
satisfactorily to the how cause order
within 14 days from its November
29 date, “the Fall semester 1982
ASUA Senate elections shall be
null and void due to procedural and
substantive deficiencies noted...”
Due to procedural problems
presented by an invalidated election,
St. Sauver recommends that ASUA
President John DiBene declare the
election null and void, then appoint
the Senators elected in September to
fill the vacated positions. Following
that procedure, the Senate could
legally certify actions it has taken
since September, including the
appointment of Supreme Court
Justices. In light of the actions of the
Supreme Court has taken, St. Sauver
also said the recently appointed
Justices should be recertified as well.

6

The Sun Star

www.uafsunstar.com

December 6, 2016

COMMUNITY

Letters from the Editor: Human error
I am pos s ibly the wor s t
procrastinator I know. Even this article
is being done late on the night of issue
creation—much to the chagrin of my
copy and layout editors, respectively.
There are many on campus, I’m
sure, who empathize with me on this.
As we enter our last week of classes
before finals (and the blessed relief
of winter break) textbooks and syllabi
fly open as the students of UAF try to
figure out just how screwed they are,
if they’re going to make it out of their
classes with the credits they need. It’s
not a unique predicament; for every
student who has had no issue keeping
abreast of their coursework, I’m sure

a good four or five have pushed off a
fair chunk of their projects or papers.
One could almost argue that it
comes to our generation naturally,
but I don’t know that I agree. For
starters, it’s not like we invented
procrastination. No, the practice has
been a fixture of life for pretty much
any sub-40 group of people since
time immemorial. We have more
distractions, true, but I suspect that’s
a convenient scapegoat that only
alludes to the truth of the matter.
Being an undergraduate student
is, in my experience, substantially
more draining than a lot of other
life paths. It’s multi-threaded to a

fault; classes are the focus, of course,
but they compete with financial
concerns, housing, jobs and related
duties, and the many social and
extracurricular obligations one
might take on during the course of
their studies. I won’t claim that I’ve
had the most challenging college
experience by any means, but I do
assert school shouldn’t be trivialized
next to life in the “real world.”
In any case, procrastination exists
and many of us are staring down
the result. Get your heads down,
keep your nose to it and try to make
it out of this semester as strong as
you can. That’s my plan anyways.

Op-Ed: ‘Tis the season

heard this phenomenon referred to as
“clusters” or “copycat suicides”—as
one death by suicide takes place, there
appears to be a sort of contagious
aspect to it and more deaths by suicide
occur as result. This phenomenon can
take effect when vulnerable people
see press coverage pertaining to the
event and the individuals and they
relate to their reported suffering.
T his “contagion” can be
attributed to a few factors. Being
close to the deceased is one factor,
while media coverage is another,
according to a 2013 workshop
held to discuss violence. The
workshop also concluded further
study on the matter was necessary.
There is disagreement on the
matter, however. When asked
about copycat suicides, Brody
commented her point of view.
“That phenomenon has been
proved to be untrue,” she said.
“There is not an increase in the
number of suicides based on one
person having taken their life. What
happens is there’s a lot of grief on
campus, a lot of people who are
wanting counseling because of the
impact of the death on them and
the high degree of emotionality.”
The New York Times published
an article by Margot SangerKatz addressing the subject, as
well as media’s ascribed role.
“That aim has to be weighed
against a journalistic duty to keep
the public informed. And in the
Internet era, a person who wants
to know details of a suicide won’t
have a hard time finding them,”
Sanger-Katz wrote. “Most of the
research on suicide contagion
predates the rise of social media.”
The uncertainty within the
psychological community and the
media concerning this phenomenon
can lead to disagreements in how
to properly address communities
in which suicide has taken place.
Is it my job, as part of a news
team to write with sensitivity for those
suffering from mental and emotional
pain? Or is it the job of the newspaper

to write for those who demand
complete coverage of every event,
no matter the effects of the details?
At the beginning of the school
year, one of my psychology professors,
Jason Whipple, told my classmates
and me that he prefers to refer to
the individuals who seek out his
services as “patients.” The reason
being the word “patient” in Latin
translates to “one who suffers.”
Is it my job, as someone who
aspires towards a career in the
psychological field, to ease the
suffering of others and make their
progress towards health less difficult?
Or is it my job to address the facts
of suicide in my state and my nation
with frankness and engage in public
discussion regarding the issue?
Despite the uncertainty regarding
“contagion,” suicide is considered
a major health concern in this
country. The Center for Disease
Control has a page regarding suicide
prevention, complete with facts and
statistics regarding the issue. There
are media guidelines for reporting
on suicide, aimed towards being
sensitive regarding the subject.
I don’t know if I have answers
to the questions I’ve asked
previously. I don’t have enough
infor mation at my disposal to
make a decision on that subject.
What I do know is, personally, the
winter months are the most difficult
to face each passing year. It’s a time,
stressful though it may be, when I have
come to understand the importance
of reaching out to those who care.
I know that our university offers
counseling services. I know there are
crisis hotlines that can be contacted by
phone or online chat. Alaska in specific
has Careline Crisis Intervention, who
can be contacted at 1-877-266-4357
if their services are desired. There
are friends, family and assistance
available to those who seek it.
I know, always, that for
people who are suffering, there
are also people seeking to help.

Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Kyrie Long
Copy Editor

Winter and the holiday season in
general can be a great source of stress
for some people—myself included—
and the reality of those emotions
cannot be ignored. But sometimes,
when you hear about it so much,
the cold facts concerning depression
and suicide can be lost in static.
I grew up in Alaska, so hearing
about winter depression was
commonplace for me. It was drilled
into my head during middle school
and high school assemblies that
Alaska has some of the highest
rates of suicide in the United States.
The winter months, long lasting
and harsh on people physically, can
also take a toll on mental health.
It’s important to note what is
commonly known as “Seasonal
Affective Disorder” is actually
clinical depression. The seasonal
pattern is noted as a factor for
some individuals suffering from
M a j o r D e p r e s s i ve D i s o r d e r.
“Seasonal Affective Disorder,
also known as ‘cabin fever,’ occurs
when people suffer depression
because of the shortened days in
the sub-arctic or the arctic and are
sensitive to the cold temperatures
as well,” Bonnie Brody, associate
director for counseling at the student
health and counseling center, said.
Psychology Today published an
article by Suzanne Degges-White
regarding depression in this time
of the year. The article validated
the scientific reasons for heightened
depression in the winter months.
“The first [reason] involves
the effect of shortening days on
your circadian rhythm – when our
sleep patterns are upset, feelings
of irritability and depression can
result,” Degges-White, chair of
the Counseling, Adult and Higher
Education department at Northern

Illinois University, wrote. “The second
is your serotonin level – decreased
daylight results in decreased serotonin
production when can lead to
depression. Last is the effect of less
daylight on melatonin production.
Melatonin levels affect sleep cycles
and our moods; when seasonal
changes upset this hormone, the result
can be feelings of depression, as well.”
The article also dispels the
wide-held belief of suicide rates
being higher in the winter; they
are actually higher in the spring,
contrar y to popular mythos.
Brody described her general
experience with seasonal
de pression, having worked
in Alaska for several year s.
“A lot of people in Fairbanks suffer
from Seasonal Affective Disorder,”
she said. “It happens in Scandinavia
and other northern countries as
well; and people feel more apathetic,
lack motivation, want to sleep a lot,
can’t get out of bed, want a lot of
carbs and sometimes it gets very very
severe and people can feel suicidal
and feel hopeless and despondent.”
Brody also gave some advice to help
combat the difficult emotions that can
sometimes arise in this time of year.
“Depending on how difficult their
situation is, I ask [patients] initially to
reach out to their friends, their support
systems to talk to others,” Brody said.
“Get a happy light... and use them for
at least thirty minutes when they first
get up. And contact a counselor here
at student health and counseling.”
Any student with nine or
more credits is entitled to five free
counseling sessions per semester.
Any student with six credits is also
able to sign up for these sessions,
provided they have paid the student
health fee like students with nine or
more credits, according to Brody.
Regarding suicide and the
media, there also exists the threat of
“contagion” suicides. In the past, I

Kyrie Long is a junior pursuing a psychology degree and a journalism minor. She is copy editor at the Sun Star and can be found residing in the newsroom six days a week.

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 6
The Chancellor’s Holiday
Gathering will be held at Wood
Center from 4 - 6 p.m., and as
students we all know what that means:
free food. The UAF calendar entry
for the gathering also says that there
will be “entertainment” and “a
short program” but, realistically, the
catering is the thing that matters here.
Have no shame, finals approach and
we need all the calories we can get.
– Spencer Tordoff / Editor-in-Chief

Wednesday / 7
Do you love horrifyingly festive
light up holiday sweaters? That’s
great, you know who else does? Not
me, but my roommate certainly. So I
might drag her to Arctic Java from
7 - 9 p.m. for the Ugly Sweater
Sing-Along. While she takes in her

fill of holiday fashion disasters, I’ll be
patrolling for some cookies.
– Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Thursday / 8
We only have a few weeks left until the
end of the semester, and it’s a great
time to try something new to get your
mind off of finals, such as going to the
Latin dance club this Thursday,
from 7 - 10 p.m. Attendance is free
and no prior dancing experience is
required to attend.
– Ben Ellis / Web Editor

Friday / 9
Enjoy an evening at Christmas in
Ice today in North Pole, next to
the Santa Claus House. They
are open everyday 11 a.m. - 10
p.m. unless its the weekend or
Christmas Day. Tickets are $8

for adults. Bring extra warm clothes
and a sled. Get in a little fun in this
week before finals start.
– Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Saturday / 10
Beer and Yoga? It’s the weekend
before finals so why the heck not.
HooDoo is hosting ‘Yoga on Tap’
at 9 a.m. this Saturday, where
you can find inner peace while beer
bubbles away in their taproom. There
is a $10 fee which is donated to
a local charity. Detox before you
retox! Namaste my dudes.
– Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Sunday / 11
It’s the day before finals week
begins and while a substantial
amount of panic may be setting in,
my advice is to grab a warm cup

of tea or coffee, a fuzzy blanket
and some good tunes. Take a deep
breath and get some last minute
studying in. You will survive this.
May the odds be ever in your favor.
– Erin Granger / Staff Writer

Monday / 12
If you have some time before finals
you can jump start your brain
by doing some learning about
microorganisms in the Arctic
at Imme Rutzen’s PhD Defense
on Dec. 19 from from 9 to 10
a.m. in room 201 of the O’Neill
Building. The title is “Synthesis and
modelling of zooplankton at panArctic scales.”
– Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

December 6, 2016

ENTERTAINMENT

‘Nook on the Street
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At their last session, the ASUAF senate expressed support for change in school policy to allow students
to have mace in dorm rooms.This week we asked students,do you think students should be
allowed to have self-defense weapons on campus?

Bradley Morton, electrical
engineering, computer engineering
and computer science, sophomore
“I would say it depends on the
weapon, mace is fine but probably a
gun is not. I don’t think it’s a black
or white, yes [or] no issue. I think
mace is fine. This is Alaska, plenty of
people carry pocket knives anyway.
There’s no reason to ban those,
but probably large knives and guns
probably not in the dorms. I don’t
want anyone dying.”

Caleb Leavitt, Japanese studies,
senior
“So, this is strictly my opinion, but
I can see both arguments for pro
and against, but in regards to mace,
yeah I think they should be able to
have that in the dorms. Absolutely.
I think if it’s just mace it should be
allowed.”

Chris Calkins, psychology, junior
“Yes, within reason. I believe small
caliber tasers, something for students
to protect themselves. Especially
since it’s dark, there is low visibility,
like walking from the dorms to lower
campus can be dangerous.”

Nora Lynch, natural resource
management, freshman
“No, I think increasing weapons in
any situation doesn’t make it safer,
but I also think if students think
they need to defend themselves on
campus, then that’s a problem we
have as well.”

Cristina Bussell, wildlife biology,
sophomore

Mitchell Hay, mechanical
engineering, freshman

“I think to an extent students should
have some kind of protection on
them, especially with everything
going on in Fairbanks, but nothing
crazy. Like no huge weapons or
anything, but yeah I feel everyone
should have the right to protect
themselves.”

“Sure, I mean to a certain degree,
nothing too extreme. I’m okay with
pepper spray, but there’s a line that
probably shouldn’t be crossed.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Max Erickson / Sun Star

Naturally Perspiring

This Alaskan Agent comic originally ran in the Polar Star on Feb. 16, 1973.

By Mason Schoemaker
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ADVERTISING

Photo of the Week: Baxter Bond
Congratulations to this week’s Photo of the Week Winner Baxter
Bond - please come to the Sun Star office at 1 p.m. this Sunday,
Dec. 11 2016 in Constitution Hall in room 305 to collect your
prize!
The Sun Star wants YOUR photos! Post your pictures throughout
the week on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram under #UAFSunStar.
If we pick your photo it’ll be printed in the paper and you’ll win
great prizes!

Your ad could
be here!
To sponsor next week’s Photo of the Week, contact
Sarah Manriquez , Sun Star advertising manager at
907-474-6043 or ads@uafsunstar.com.
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Resources for your
college questions

10x5
4c

We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families
find answers to their college questions:
• CollegeSTEPS® program: sign up to receive college planning tips, tools, and
resources by email at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps
• Student Center: whether you are in high school, preparing for college,
or about to graduate, we’re here to support you every step of the way at
wellsfargo.com/studentcenter
• Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire
college experience at blogs.wf.com/studentloandown/
• Calculators and money management: view our private student loan products
and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information.
University Branch • 794 University Ave. • 907-474-4100
Gaffney Branch • 620 Gaffney Rd. • 907-459-4373
Cushman Branch • 613 Cushman • 907-459-4373
Bentley Branch • 40 College Rd. • 907-459-4363

When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.
© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (3519603_19583)

I have a feeling
I’m going to BEARly
study for my finals

Travel Between Anchorage and Fairbanks

from $79.
Book your flight today at flyravn.com
Reservations: (800) 866-8394

