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Economists  have di f fer ing 
views of  how to best deal with the 
problem of  climate change, despite 
widespread scientific consensus on 
the reality of  the trend. Though 
disagreements persist on whether 
to stop climate change, adapt to the 
climate or not focus on the climate 
at all, adaptation might become the 
only option if  no other action is taken.

The effects of  climate change 
are essentially irreversible, even 

Students across campus celebrated 
the holidays with concerts and 
contests.  The week was marked 
by performances in Davis Concert 
Hall by The Fairbanks Symphony 
Orchestra and the Choir of  the North.  
Musical selections included traditional 
holiday songs that filled the hall and 
urged the audience to sing along.  

Also on campus this year was the 
Ugly Sweater Sing-A-Long, which was 
attended by staff and students alike.  
Arctic Java was decorated in festive 
lights and reflective tinsel for the 
celebration.  Musical accompaniment 
inc luded gu i tar  and p iano.

The UAF Health and Counseling 
Center has seen a rise in student use 
according to Bonnie Brody, associate 
director of  counseling at the center.

“There’s typically a spike after a 
death or any other type of  trauma,” 
Brody said. “For example after the 
avalanche last year, and the shooting 
at the Cutler apartments—people 
who are even not directly involved, 
but could have been there and they get 
scared for their safety. Their world view 
is not as stable as they thought it was.”

W h i l e  t h e s e  j u m p s  a re 
expected after traumas and during 
difficult times of  the school year, 
specifically the time leading up 
to finals week, this increased use 
of  mental resources has been a 
growing trend across the country.

Nearly one in six college 
students is diagnosed and/or treated 
for anxiety according to a study 
done in 2015 by the American 
Col lege  Hea l th  Assoc iat ion .

“As the stigma for seeking help 
during emotional crisis goes down, the 
more people come into the counseling 
center,” Brody said. “There has been 
increased use over the last two years. 
And I attribute that to the lack of  
stigma as well as an increase in traumas 
on campus: shootings, knifings, 
suicides and people feeling like that 
trauma is causing stressors that are 
too high for them to handle alone.”

The darkest times of  the year, 
coinciding with finals related 
stress provides the busiest times 
of  year for the counseling center.

if  greenhouse gas emissions are 
brought under control, according 
to a study by Susan Soloman, 
who is considered to be among 
the world’s top climate scientists.

“People have imagined that 
if  we stopped emitting carbon 
dioxide that the climate would go 
back to normal in 100 years or 200 
years,” Soloman said in an NPR 
interview. “What we’re showing 
here is that’s not right. It’s essentially 
an irreversible change that will last 
for more than a thousand years.”

Cutting more carbon emissions 

“We’re just slammed,” Brody 
said. “We’ve been fully staffed but 
have also seen an increase in use. 
We’re trying not to have a long 
waiting list for students to get in.”

The center is staffed with four 
counselors, one part time and 
three full time, as well as a panel of  
doctors and nurse practitioners.

While the university is facing 
leaner financial times, Brody said 
the health center does not appear 
to be facing any future cuts.

The center has two emergency 
slots each day so that if  a student 
needs counseling right away, they 
don’t have to wait as long. While 
these slots help manage the influx 
of  students, those dealing with more 
day-to-say issues such as test anxiety 
and other problems sometimes have 
to wait longer to get in, Brody said.

“I see a lot of  people who come in 
for sexual assault, past trauma, issues 
that they haven’t reported, but that 
are still traumatic to them,” Brody 
said. “Trauma is a very big presenting 
issue, along with depression and 
anxiety. There’s also more day-to-
day issues like test anxiety, breakups, 
having procrastinated with school.”

All students taking nine or more 
on campus credits pay a health 
center fee that entitles them to 
five free counseling sessions each 
semester, with those following 
only costing each student $25.

“I think students these days are 
under a lot of  stress. Life isn’t as simple 
as it used to be,” Brody said. “Student 
mental health is a serious problem. 
And we need to address it seriously.”

would undoubtedly improve the 
conditions for future generations. 
However, when weighing climate 
change against other issues facing 
our society, there may be other more 
pressing problems such as air pollution, 
lack of  clean water and poverty all of  
which kill millions of  people yearly.

O n e  p e r s o n  a d vo c a t i n g 
this view is Bjorn Lomborg. 

“Speaking of  climate change 
in catas trophic  ter ms eas i ly 
makes us ignore bigger problems, 
including malnutrition, tuberculosis, 
m a l a r i a  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n , ” 

Lomborg wrote in an article 
published in the Washington Post.

Lomborg believes that the efforts 
of  the world are better spent on things 
like disease and poverty, which can be 
remediated more easily than climate 
change. He is president and founder 
of  the Copenhagen Consensus 
Center and is an adjunct professor 
at Copenhagen Business School.

There  are  two s ides  to 
consider when looking at climate 
change policies. The first, which 
Lomborg  i s  do ing—look ing 
at the costs and benefits and 
weighing them against each other.
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Students increasingly 
consult counseling center

Jason McKee and Adam Comer, both first year 
engineering students, round out SAO’s Sing-A-
Long in Arctic Java with a rousing rendition 
of “Santa Claus is Coming To Town.” 
Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Campus ushers in the holidays

The Nanooks celebrate after a goal scored by Tanner Johnson in the middle of the third 
period Saturday night at the Carlson Center. It was the last goal scored by UAF in the 3-1 
win. Baxter Bond / Sun Star

Climate change: an economic issue

ASUAF Recap, Dec. 11: Internal Affairs investigate ‘Bonerz Bonerz Bonerz’        pg. 2
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In  vo t ing  news,  s tudent 
government President Colby Freel 
commended the candidate “Bonerz 
Bonerz Bonerz” for their efforts at 
the last meeting of  the semester.

“This person has run for office 
many many times, never completing 
a petition, but they sure work hard 
on those write-in votes,” Freel said.

The senators decided that, 
although the candidate had received 

Straight  “A” students  are 
more likely to seek out university 
psychologists for help in coping 
with school-related stress than are 
students who are doing very poorly 
or are in danger of  flunking out.

According to Ken Green, a 
clinical psychologist at the University 
Center for Health and Counseling, 
students who are high achievers or 
perfectionist tend to shut out other 
important aspects of  their lives in 
favor of  their studies. They tend 
not to form real relationships or 
intimate relationships and deny 
themselves time for socializing 
and relaxation, all of  which can 
lead to unhappiness or depression.

an impressive level of  support from the 
student body, the eligibility of  “Bonerz 
Bonerz Bonerz” as a candidate is 
unlikely due to a lack of  credits taken 
in the current semester. Further 
discussion was tabled until such 
time as Internal Affairs has met with 
“Bonerz Bonerz Bonerz” in order to 
confirm their eligibility as a candidate.

“I think it’s important that we 
laugh at ourselves,” Freel commented 
on the marked lack of  seriousness 
regarding the topic. “I think we 
can be a bit standoffish at times to 

Students who are doing very 
poorly at the university are usually in 
trouble because of  some kind of  skill 
deficit, Green said. If  they can’t write 
well, take notes or have trouble in some 
specific area, there are concrete things 
they can do to correct that. Green 
suspects that this type of  student is 
more likely to approach a teacher or 
a friend or a tutor to address such 
problems, and they tend to realize they 
are in trouble early in the semester.

Over-achievers  very of ten 
come to the counseling center not 
knowing what is making them so 
unhappy, Green said. They don’t get 
the concrete feedback that students 
who have a skills deficit do such as 
exam grades and progress reports.

Nothing in high achievers’ 
background really prepares them 

the student body, so in a moment 
of  whimsy I decided that we could 
break with some of  our formality and 
rigidness and show our human side.”

*
Joseph Yates was sworn in as 

the new ASUAF vice president, 
starting his term next semester. 
He was voted in unanimously 
by the senate after receiving the 
majority of  the votes from the 7.3% 
of  the student body that voted.

to be unhappy when they are doing 
well. Green said, parental affection 
has been tied to the person’s 
accomplishments in school. But 
Green pointed out that it is important 
that such people learn to modify 
their expectations for themselves and 
accept that other things in life are as 
important as education. This “tunnel 
vision” that such students often have is 
not likely to cure itself  once a degree 
is obtained. It is likely to continue 
into the workplace, and the same 
sort of  unhappiness will persist in 
that person’s life; one may marry and 
never know one’s spouse or children, 
never have close friends, and so on.

Where Green may advise the 
students with skills deficits to accept 
that they may fail this semester, 
or only get by with C’s, and that 

Attendance

Present: Diane Murph, Joe Altman, 
Molly O’Scannel, Cordero Reid, 
Ivik Henry, Ben Anderson-Agimuk, 
Dawson Mann, Ryan Cain.

Not Present: Patrick Namwembe, 
Raymundo Lopez,

there is always next semester, the 
over-achiever’s difficulties are more 
complicated. The over-achiever may 
even have a greater fear of  failure 
going into final exams with straight 
“A’s” than the person who is flunking 
has because he or she feels the 
consequences are so much greater.

Fai lure  to  over-achiever s, 
Green said, is taken as a personal 
affirmation of  himself, hence their 
anxiety levels may be extremely 
high even when there is no chance 
at all they they will fail a course.

Green tries to help such students 
confront their fear of  failure which 
is tied in with a fear of  relaxing. 
Once a person confronts that fear, 
she should be able to find some 
balance in her life, of  “moderation 
in  a l l  th ings,”  Green sa id .

Ben Ellis
Web Editor

Elizabeth Dugdale
Sun Star

ASUAF is the elected student government of the University of Alaska Fairbanks.  The student government recieves around $500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert Board as well as student groups and services. Meetings are held weekly and open to the public.

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. Friday 
in order to be run in the next 
issue.  All letters are subject to 
editing for brevity and grammar.
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

Have you reported 
an incident to the 
Title IX office?

We want to hear 
about your experience. 

Visit http://bit.ly/SunStarTitleIX 
and fill out our contact form.

STAR
SUN

Reports later than Nov. 29 were not available from the UAF Police Department for this week’s police blotter

The archival materials reproduced in this issue contain the works and thoughts of Polar Star and Sun Star editors and writers from years past. They do not represent the views 
of the Sun Star as a whole, nor those of its current editorial staff. Archives are collected from Rasmuson’s Alaska and Polar Regions Archives as well as Sun Star office records.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
High achievers may suffer from stress Dec. 10, 1982

Internal Affairs investigate 'Bonerz Bonerz Bonerz'
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This is an edited version of an ad that originally ran in the 
Polar Star on Sept. 15, 1967

The male Sandhill Crane is performing a mating dance for the female in Southwest Montana. Photo credit to Cindy Herzog

The second—looking at the 
uncertainty of  how climate change 
will affect the future and taking 
precautionary measures to reduce risk.

Joe Little falls into the latter group.
Climate change is a very 

complex problem that will span 
multiple generations, but economics 
research shows that it’s possible for 
the economic benefits can outweigh 
the costs, according to Little.

Little is an economics professor 
who has done research in the field 
of  environmental economics. He 
believes it makes sense to create 
policies to decrease carbon emissions 
in order to minimize risk in the future.

However, when it comes to 
instituting policies it’s easy to 
forget about Hazlitt’s rule—it’s 
important to look at both the short 
and long term effects as well as all 
the people affected by the policy.

Little discussed some policies 
that would make economic sense.

“I’m not a huge fan of  regulation, 
in instances when we can find cost-
effective solutions to achieve the 
same goal,” Little said. “Placing 
a tax on carbon emissions would 
actually place a price on using 
the atmosphere as a waste sink.”

With a pricing mechanism like 
that in place, companies would be able 
to decide how best to deal with their 
emissions, which would incentivize 
them to invest in innovation and 
technology that would decrease 
carbon emissions, according to Little.

If  there was a tax on carbon 
emissions it, the revenues could be used 
to lower other taxes like income tax.

“I think that would help 
people understand the relationship 
between their actions with respect 
to how they emit carbon and how 
it benefits them in the form of  
lower income taxes,” Little said.

When it comes to weighing a 
decision, economists look at the 
“opportunity cost.” For example, when 
a student decides to get up early to 
study for a test, their opportunity cost 
is the benefit that they don’t get from 
their next best option—sleeping in.

People only have limited time 
and resources so every decision 
has an opportunity cost. When 
it comes to decreasing carbon 
emissions, people can consider if  
their time and resources would be 
better spent on helping people who 
don’t have access to clean water 
or people suffering from malaria.

E i t h e r  w a y ,  t h e r e 
w i l l  b e  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d .

“When I was in school the ozone 
layer was the hot topic but we kinda 
fixed that problem, this one’s not 
going to be so easy to fix,” Little said.

Each August, thousands of  
sandhill cranes stop in Creamer’s 
Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge 
to call, feed and rest after migrating 
from their breeding grounds, and 
are celebrated by locals and visitors 
alike. Managing these birds and their 
habitat to ensure their protection 
and return next year is a continuous 
a n d  c o m p l i c a t e d  e n d e avo r.

Cranes rely on habitat in the 
United States, Canada, Mexico 
and Russia for breeding, wintering 
and migrat ion,  according to 
a paper entitled “Geographic 
Distribution of  the Mid-Continent 
Population of  Sandhill Cranes 
a n d  Re l a t e d  M a n a g e m e n t 
Applications” by Gary L. Krapu.

Due to the mixed dispersion of  
each population, a management 
plan must be devised. But just 
as one migration route will not 
suffice for Alaska’s sandhill cranes, 
neither will one management plan.

Migratory birds, including sandhill 
cranes, are protected by federal 
law under the Migratory Bird Act. 
However, migratory birds are more 
specifically managed depending on 
what flyway, or path, they migrate in.

The portion of  each flyway within 
the U.S. is managed under documents 
created by management councils 
to assist state and federal agencies 
with the cooperative management 
of  migratory birds, according to 
pacificf lyway.gov. Councils are 
groups of  representatives from 
game management agencies who 
provide regulation recommendations 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, according to flyways.us.

Councils join with state, federal 

and provincial biologists, land 
management agencies and university 
students and faculty to create 
management plans, according to 
pacificflyway.gov. Biologists from 
the Central Flyway, Mexico, Russia 
and Canada also contribute to 
Pacific Flyway management plans 
and have created 28 plans to date.

With such a variety of  citizens, 
agencies and budgets jointly involved 
in the creation of  management 
plans, the partners within each 
f lyway,  together,  must  reach 
agreements when devising efficient 
and sustainable management plans.

A variety of  profess ional 
opinions, backgrounds and research 
will contribute new insight and 
knowledge to the plan that partners 
may not have thought of  individually. 
Citizens living and recreating within 
the flyway can say what they enjoy 
most about having access to and 
using the migratory bird resource 
and influence management decisions 
through their support of  passive or 
intensive management. Furthermore, 
researchers from different fields 
can collaborate and present their 
individual data collections to paint 
a better picture of  what is actually 
happening with the land migrating 
birds’ use and the birds themselves.

However, because management 
plans allow for multiple land and 
species uses, diverse opinions can lead 
to confusions and conflicts of  interest.

Borealis Kiwanis, a community 
service organizat ion,  spreads 
barley over the Creamer’s Field 
waterfowl viewing field and made 
seven ponds to encourage waterfowl 
to stay throughout the summer.

Sandhi l l  Crane Pond,  an 
additional habitat, was made in 1989 
in agreement with the Fairbanks 

International Airport. The outer 
fields and Sandhill Crane Pond is 
managed with the goals of  habitat 
protection, deterring bird harassment 
and activities including dog training, 
falconry and bowhunting and 
“will be closed to all public access 
during fall migration in September,” 
according to the Creamer’s Field 
Migratory  Water fowl  Refuge 
Interim Management Plan of  1993.

These actions will help ensure 
migrating birds like sandhill cranes, 
who can fly up to 400 miles in a single 
day, according to nature.org, have 
reliable wetland habitat they need 
for resting, refueling and breeding. 
These actions keep birds away from 
the airport. At least 41 bird strikes 
have damaged Alaska aircraft already, 
according to an article entitled 
“Policing the bird highway in Alaska 
skies” by Alex Bosworth. Additionally, 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
reports that bird strikes to aircraft 
total up to $957 million each year.

Eielson Air Force Base and 
airports employ different strategies 
to prevent bird strikes, including 
habitat modification such as removing 
plant cover and standing water, 
which make the base less desirable 
as a recovery and nesting habitat. 
They also employ noise making from 
propane cannons and lethal take, 
although killing birds is a last resort.

Management complexities will 
not go away anytime soon and 
complexity compounded with climate 
change and growing population and 
resource use calls to question what 
humans can do for land management. 
Interested parties can read about 
the requirements of  different species 
and the way they are managed so 
they can make stronger decisions 
when making lifestyle choices.

The conundrum of sandhill crane management

Climate 
change
Continued from pg. 1.
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The Nanooks Hockey Team 
hosted the UAA Seawolves at the 
Carlson Center for the second 
game of  the Governor’s Cup last 
weekend, Dec. 10.    The Nanooks 
matched up against UAA’s offense 
and skated their way to victory.  
The game required the players put 
up  strong defense, which paid off 
when UAF won 3-1, bringing the 
series to an even one game a piece.

The Nanooks will be back on 
the Carlson Center ice on Friday, 
Dec. 16 at 7:07 p.m.  They will 
face off against the Bowling Green 
Falcons, of  Bowling Green Ohio.

In a less fortunate game this 
past week, Women’s Basketball 

took a loss.  The Nanook’s 
basketball  team fel l  57-73 
to the Alaska Seawolves on 
Saturday, Dec. 10.  UAF just 
couldn’t get enough layups past 
Anchorage’s defensive players.

Despite the loss,  Head 
Coach Cody Bench expressed 
pride in her team’s performance 
in  an  o f f i c ia l  s tatement .

Their next game will be at 
5 p.m. Nov. 9.  The ‘Nooks are 
scheduled to battle it out on 
the court in Montana against 
the Montana State Billings.  
Their next on-campus game 
won’t be until Jan. 12, against 
Northwest Nazarene University.

Sarah Manriquez / Baxter Bond
Sun Star

Below: Nanook coach Cody Bench 
talks to the team at the end of the 
first quarter. Despite several surges 
in the second half, UAF fell to UAA at 
the Patty Center Saturday afternoon. 
Baxter Bond / Sun Star

Far left: Nanook forward Kaillee 
Skjold goes in for a layup against 
Kylie Wallace of the Seawolves.

Left: UAF guard Autumn Childers 
rises up for a jumpshot against UAA 
defenders Alysha Devine, #15, and 
Sierra Afoa, #24.

Above right: Defender Nick Hinz faces off against UAA left defender Chase Van Allen. 
UAF had a strong showing, leading to 3-1 victory Saturday night at the Carlson Center. 

Baxter Bond / Sun Star

Right: Eric Roberts (left) and Austin Veith (right) compete for possession of the puck 
Saturday night at the Carlson Center for the second game of the Governor’s Cup. 

Hockey dominates, 
Basketball defeated
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Left: After intermission, the Choir of the 
North ended the evening with “5 Secular 
Christmas Songs” that included “We Wish you 
a Merry Christmas,” “O Tannenbaum” and 
“Deck the Hall”.
Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Far left: Eduard Zilberkant conducts 
the symphony through “Sleigh Ride” on 
Sunday, Dec. 4 for the symphony’s Design 
Alaska Holiday Concert.
Sami Knutson / Sun Star

Above: The Fairbanks Symphony 
Orchestra is joined by the University 
Chorus and the University Baptist 
Church Jubilee Bell Choir in Steven 
Amundson’s rendition of “Glories Ring.” 
Sami Knutson / Sun Star

Right: Lisa Latronica, Student Activities 
Coordinator, holds up lyrics for Daniel Nero, 
NDAC staff and senior pursuing a degree in 
English and secondary education. Daniel 
accompanied singers on piano all evening, 
having learned everything from “I Want a 
Hippopotamus for Christmas” to “Let it Snow” 
for the occasion. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Campus ushers in the holidays
Choir of the North

Fairbanks Symphony Orchestra holiday concert 

Ugly Sweater Sing-A-Long

The Fairbanks  Symphony 
Orchestra played their Design Alaska 
Holiday Concert on Dec. 4 in the 
Davis Concert Hall. This year ticket 
sales began for their dress rehearsal 
on Saturday, Dec. 3 to accommodate 
the demand for seats at the show. Both 
performances included the Fairbanks 
Symphony Orchestra, the Fairbanks 
Symphony Choir, the Northland 
Youth Choir and the University 
Baptist Church Jubilee Bell Choir. 
The hall was decorated with evergreen 
garland intertwined with lights, 
nutcrackers and a large holiday wreath 
hanging in the center of  the stage.

On Wednesday, Dec. 7, the 
Student Activities Office hosted their 
annual Ugly Sweater Sing-A-Long. 
SAO and Wood Center Staff decked 
out Arctic Java in festive lights and 
colorful tinsel and spun a wheel to 
pick songs to perform. Song options 
included “Jingle Bell Rock,” “We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas,” “Frosty the 
Snowman” and even a “Random Pop” 
option. Accompanied by piano and 
guitar, audience members could elect 
to participate on stage or sing from 
their tables while decorating sugar 
cookies and sipping hot chocolate.

Choir of  the North directed by 
Dr. Jaunelle Celaire performed in the 
Davis Concert Hall on Friday, Dec. 
9. Accompanied by pianist Suzanne 
McBride-Ruedy, the group performed 
various pieces by composer, John 
Rutter, including “Gloria,” “Rejoice,” 
“Be Merry” and audience favorite, 
“The Twelve Days of  Christmas.”

Sarah Manriquez
Photo Editor

Sarah Manriquez
Photo Editor

Ellamarie Quimby
Sun Star

Left: UAF’s new cello professor Ryan 
Fitzpatrick and Sean Braendel, a student 
pursuing a music degree, play side 
by side as first and second chair in 
“Hallelujah Chorus,” the final piece in 
the concert. Sami Knutson / Sun Star
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 13
It’s still fairly early in the week, but 
if  your finals don’t seem to be going 
all that well, maybe you can start a 
small business instead. Active and 
Innovative Minds, a student club 
which helps start-up businesses, 
has a meeting on Dec. 13 from 
1 - 2:30 p.m. in the Decision 
Theater North of  the Elvey 
Building. – Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Wednesday / 14
For better or worse, all of  my classes 
will be concluded by today. However if  
you’re still slogging through essays or 
exams, know that the Pub is there 
for you in your time of  need. Our 
beloved beer and wine vendor will be 
open at noon for all of  finals week 
if  you need to blow of  some steam or 

have a drink as you make your final 
push. Godspeed, UAF. Godspeed. – 
Spencer Tordoff / Editor-in-Chief

Thursday / 15
Don’t forget to check the Finals 
Schedule on the university 
website! I know it’s rough, but 
the semester is almost over. United 
Campus Ministry has Finals Care 
Packages available if  you find 
yourself  in need. And if  you need 
a break, don’t be afraid to take one. 
Arctic Java and Dine 49 are open 
as always in case you need some food 
or something warm to hold you over 
today. – Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Friday / 16
Finals are done, semester is done, and 
it is time to relax. Go home and 

take a break for a few weeks. Get some 
sleep, catch up on all your favorite 
shows and play your favorite 
games. You earned it. – Ben Ellis / 
Web Editor

Saturday / 17
Its Mushing Madness! Dog races 
and fun for mushers ages 2-18 
at Jeff  Studdert Race Grounds 
on Farmers Loop Road start at 
10:30 a.m. no matter the weather 
conditions. Go watch the doggies 
and support the dog mushing youth 
of  Fairbanks, For more information 
check their website. – Sarah Manriquez 
/ Photo Editor

Sunday / 18
Don’t have children but still want to 
take part in the American tradition of  

taking cutesy photos with a red-suited 
bearded guy? Bring your pet to the 
Alaska Feed Company at noon 
this Sunday for pet photos with 
Santa! All proceeds will be given to 
the Fairbanks Animal Shelter 
Fund. – Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Monday / 19
Finals are finally over. The weekend 
hibernation and recovery has subsided 
and now you can finally relax. Maybe 
pick up a book at your local 
bookstore and read something 
for fun for a change. Maybe wrap 
all those Christmas presents 
you haven’t gotten to yet. Take a 
walk with a friend or do something 
good for yourself. Winter break is a 
month long but that will go by quickly 
so make sure to enjoy each precious 
moment of  relaxation. You all 
earned it. – Erin Granger / Staff Writer

Vulcano Baby
Junk Drawer Vol.1 (oldies)

Vulcano Baby caught my attention 
when “7am” dropped 11 months ago. 
That song felt like waking up way too 

osno1
hello kitty skates to the 
fucking CEMETARY

So, this album I don’t really have 
much introduction for it other than 
I heard “gone with a knife; given all 
wrong” after my buddy posted it on 
Facebook a few months back. “ditch 
a body in the laundry” features Dylan 
Brady, an autotune trap vocalist who 
collaborates with Nok from the Future 

early after getting not nearly enough 
sleep. Basically the feeling of  a finals 
week filled with papers, projects and 
exams. The headiness of  the track 
while running low on sleep feels kind 
of  like caffeine though.

‘Junk Drawer Vol. 1 (oldies)’ 
seems to be the first installment of  
unreleased Vulcano Baby tracks. 
“Sinkgazingtransmission” has is filled 
with drippy underwater sounds that 
surface and inhale as these enveloping 
future bass chords lay down. A fast 
LFO lead comes in and then oscillates 

and Night Lovell.
It has a lot of  ambient noise with 

some 808s and acoustic guitar before 
a phone beeping and high pitched 
autotune Brady takes over the mix. An 
808 with a long decay and fast release 
backs up Brady with hi-hat piano rolls 
and some snare. Osno1 then starts to 
sing in a very sincere/creepy pitched 
up vocal that sounds somewhere 
between SOPHIE and Carly Rae 
Jepsen. The instrumental distorts and 
bleeds harsh noise until the last title 
lyric refrain before returning to the 
ambient noise and acoustic guitar.

The ambiance makes for a perfect 
transition to “gone with a knife; given 
all wrong.” The muffled guitar from 
the previous track lays a foundation 
melody for perfectly shrill guitar to 
roll off of. The vocal hook is deeply 

out like a straw at the bottom of  an 
empty soft drink.

“Habit” has a more woke sound. 
It’s less foggy and has less effects. The 
bobbing motion of  the track reminds 
me of  Boards of  Canada’s last album. 
“Brainfreeze” is my favorite song on 
the compilation. It has the vibe that 
“7am” had, vocals and all, but less 
intoxicating. Instead its really pure 
and innocent sounding. I found the 
bit from 1:42 onward to be really 
emotional, like nostalgia was flashing 
before my eyes, but I was being 

modulated, making it irresistible on 
the first listen. The muffled guitar cuts 
out and with only ambient noise we 
get to hear the vocal hook with any 
processing (which sends chills through 
me). Lastly, we hear it pitched an 
octave up with a touch of  autotune 
and all instrumental parts present. 
A broken piano interludes midway 
through the outro and the trebly 
guitar does its thing.

The broken piano carries over 
into “nothing im just hanging out,” 
with fast vibrato and the damp 
guitar melody of  the previous track. 
It continues to improvise over the 
ambient noise until the 2:50 mark, 
an unprocessed piano starts to play a 
slow somber, pondering melody. Then 
“cemetary 4” happens. This song 
is the climax of  the album I already 

brought back into the present day.
“Take Off” was the single off of  

this track compilation that included 
a music video on Vulcano Baby’s 
facebook. It’s a pretty chill song. I 
think that the last song on here, “A 
Simple Suffering,” might be dedicated 
to Grib, based on the track art. By the 
way, every song on ‘Junk Drawer Vol. 
1 (oldies)’ comes with individual track 
art. Grib, for those unfamiliar, is the 
boyfriend of  Zebsoren Turner. They 
are getting married on June 23.

know. The hi hat piano rolls are back 
but there are bass tones comes from 
anywhere but a droning piano chord. 
That moves up and down like a see-
saw. A low fidelty melody overlays 
before the distortion is kicked in place 
and feedbacks into chaos.

The whole sound obliterates and 
is very, very satisfying. It very much 
reminds me of  the feeling I had when 
I first heard “xmas steps.” “there 
are a lot of  things wrong but that 
doesn’t mean i hate the world just 
me maybe” is basically just ambient 
noise and the trebly guitar form 
“gone with a knife…”. Compared to 
‘100 gecs,’ this album is not as poppy, 
and does not seem to be relying 
on samples like ‘xXsAd_PrOm_
ReMiXXz_201666Xx’.

Lil’ music reviews
A bi-weekly column by Alan Fearns, General Manager at KSUA

For the full Lil’ music reviews, visit uafsunstar.com

Letters from the Editor:

Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Would you be impressed?

This has been, by all objective 
metrics, a rough year; between the 
overseas idiocy of  Brexit destabilizing 
our foreign allies, the election 
savaging us nonstop until the stupidest 
conceivable outcome (that even 
now nobody will shut up about) and 
the steadily rising body count of  

celebrities, 2016 has felt something 
like an onslaught. Personal trials and 
tribulations aside, I know that I’m 
going to be hoping for a little peace 
and quiet over this winter break.

I wish that quiet could be counted 
on, but I know better than to be 
complacent. For one, 2016 isn’t over 
just yet—it still has about two weeks 
to take us down another peg or so. 
But more than that, I’m concerned 
about the future. A lot of  this is on 
my own behalf, as I have one more 
semester until graduation unless I 
screw something up really badly.

My own worries aside, though, 
2016 stands as proof  that in the 21st 
century, all bets are off. Conventional 
wisdom is dead by the hands of  the 
electorate, international politics have 
degraded into a grim pantomime 
of  a cold war-era cyberpunk thriller 
and technology is in a frantic race 
against the apparent death-spiral of  
the climate. Assuming we continue 
on this trajectory, it’s not a far cry 

to say that coming years will be 
much, much uglier than this one.

As much as I consider myself  an 
optimist, my adult life has left me 
feeling unsteady and unsure. This lack 
of  confidence is bad enough on its 
own, but as bad as it may be to doubt 
your ability to hold a career, it’s worse 
to worry that careers may cease to 
exist in your lifetime. In our culture, 
the best you can hope for is to come 
up with a good idea, start a company 
and promptly sell it for a cash-out. 
I’d contemplate a move to the career, 
the westward journey that made by 
so many of  my ancestors, except 
it’s not really an option anymore

Elon Musk expressed an intent to 
send colonists to Mars relatively soon 
and I’ve begun to wonder, given the 
state of  the world, if  I’d make the 
one way trip. My answer depends 
on a lot of  variables, but centers on 
a single question; given that Earth is 
almost entirely staked out, colonized, 
and used up, is it worth it to endure 

hardship and sacrifice to build a new 
world? I don’t know that I’d answer 
“yes” necessarily. Then again, many 
of  our ancestors made such a leap. As 
comfortable as this perpetually insane 
and ugly world can be, should we make 
every effort to build a better place?

The simple response is, yes, we 
should try to make that world here. 
Hopefully, that can happen. If  not, 
maybe I’ll see you at pre-launch checks. 
But in any case, we soldier forth.

On a lighter note, this is our last 
newspaper of  the semester. I hope 
your finals go well, that you get the 
credits you need and that you have 
a restful and relaxing holiday before 
returning to the corridors of  our 
academic factory. Happy holidays.
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Naturally Perspiring By  Mason Schoemaker

‘Nook on the Street
The final week of  school is upon us, with the burden of  projects, papers and final exams sitting between now and the 
respite of  winter break. This week we asked students, is there anything you would have done differently 

this semester, if  you could?

Cody Keith, geoscience and 
petroleum engineering, junior

Evans Callis, physics, freshman Raye Diamond, justice, senior

Devonte Smith, wildlife biology, 
freshman

“I think I would have spent less time 
studying in my dorm and more time 
studying in public spaces like the 
library or the honors house.” 

“This semester, maybe more 
studying. I’m doing pretty well but 
more studying definitely would have 
been wise. Other than that, not 
too much, it’s been a pretty good 
semester.” 

“I’m actually returning to school 
from a four-year hiatus, so I would 
have come back sooner. Sometimes 
your view of  life is a little bit 
different than reality, you think 
‘there’s so much time I can’t come 
back now’ and you’re always giving 
yourself  excuses, so it’s pretty cool to 
be back.” 

“I wouldn’t have taken as many 
naps and probably would’ve studied 
more.”

Talia Davis, civil engineering, 
freshmanv
“Yeah, I would probably study, and 
ask for more help with my classes 
and talk to my professors more, 
that’s about it.”

Sam Thompson, psychology and 
theater, graduated
“There were a couple more classes 
I wish I had taken, so that would’ve 
been cool. I would have considered 
more dance classes and stuff like that 
because it would have been more 
fun.” 

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Max Erickson / Sun Star

This Alaskan Agent comic originally ran in the Polar Star on Feb. 23, 1973.
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Photo of the Week: 
Aibyek Khamkhash

Congratulations to this 
week’s Photo of the Week 
Winner Aibyek Khamkhash!

The Sun Star wants 
YOUR photos! Post your 
p i c t u r e s  t h r o u g h o u t 
the week on Facebook, 
Twitter or Instagram under  
#UAFSunStar. If we pick 
your photo it’ll be printed 
in the paper and you’ll win 
great prizes!

Your ad 
could be 

here!
To sponsor next week’s 
Photo of the Week, contact 
Sarah Manriquez , Sun 
Star advertising manager 
at 907-474-6043 or ads@
uafsunstar.com.

Travel Between Anchorage and Fairbanks 

from $79. 

Book your flight today at flyravn.com 

Reservations: (800) 866-8394 
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4c Resources for your 
college questions

When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the 
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.

We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families 
find answers to their college questions:

•  CollegeSTEPS® program: sign up to receive college planning tips, tools, and 
resources by email at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps

•  Student Center: whether you are in high school, preparing for college,  
or about to graduate, we’re here to support you every step of the way at 
wellsfargo.com/studentcenter

•  Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire 
college experience at blogs.wf.com/studentloandown/

•  Calculators and money management: view our private student loan products 
and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information.
University Branch • 794 University Ave. • 907-474-4100
Gaffney Branch • 620 Gaffney Rd. • 907-459-4373
Cushman Branch • 613 Cushman • 907-459-4373
Bentley Branch • 40 College Rd. • 907-459-4363

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (3519603_19583)

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

FROM THE SUN STAR <3


