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Employment scams targeting 
college students were the subject of  
an FBI alert, which was forwarded 
to UAF students by the UA Office 
of  Information Technology. These 
type of  alerts are usually released 
when the number of  reports of  
these scams increases, according 
to Karl Kowalski, UA’s chief  
information technology officer.

On Jan. 19 the FBI Internet Crime 
Complaint Center released the alert. 
These scams are commonly advertised 
to students on college employment 
websites or to their student email.

Just days after President Trump 
signed an executive order re-
opening the door for continued 
construction of  the Dakota Access 
Pipeline, members of  a delegation 
of  Alaskan women gathered to 
share their stories from Standing 
Rock with the Fairbanks community.

“What’s happening at Standing 
Rock didn’t just come out of  nowhere,” 
Enei Begaye, executive director of  
Native Movement, said. “This history 
of  U.S colonization of  indigenous 
people’s lands is really where we’re at 
still today. We’re still dealing with all 
of  these issues that in many ways have 
been widely unrecognized within our 
school system, within our educational 
sys tem and h i s tory  books.”

Students were invited to celebrate 
the start of  a new semester by 
attending the Return to UAF Feast 
Saturday. The walls of  Dine 49 were 
papered in faux-brick posters, witchy 
music played in the background and 
school and house crests hung festively 
behind a table strewn with wand-
making supplies. Attendees were 
sorted into an Alaskan wizarding 
house at the DRAW-hosted event.

They are usually advertised 
as jobs that students can do from 
home or as easy ways to pay off  
student loans, according to Kowalski.

“To date,  we’ve  had no 
reports from any UA students 
that they’ve been subject to a 
scam like this,” Kowalski said.

When a person responds to the 
scam, they are sent a counterfeit 
check in the mail or by email. The 
scammer instructs them to deposit 
the check and then withdraw some of  
the funds to send to a “vendor,” for 
equipment or software necessary for 
the job. Later the bank determines 
the check to be fraudulent.

“Enclosed is your first check. 

Please cash the check, take $300 
out as your pay, and send the rest to 
the vendor for supplies,” reads the 
FBI Alert, as an example of  what 
this type of  scam may look like.

The alert warns about several 
consequences of  being involved with 
this type of  scam including having 
to reimburse the bank, having the 
person’s bank account closed or 
being vulnerable to identity theft.

“If  the deal or a job sounds 
too good to be true it usually is,” 
Kowalski said. “You should really be 
careful for any outside entity job that 
is asking you to deposit money then 
forward it on to a supplier or another 

account ... You should only be paid 
for your goods and not have to send 
anything back to another party.”

For every one legitimate job 
posted online, there are about 60 
to 70 fraudulent jobs. Only 48 
percent of  people who responded 
stated that they were “on guard” 
for scams while searching for 
jobs, according to a F lexJobs 
survey of  2,600 people in 2015.

“In this day and age, information 
is knowledge, and knowledge is 
money to people all across the world,” 
Kowalski said. “Anytime that anyone 
is asking for personal information and 
you don’t know them—be cautious.”

Alaskan women share stories from Standing Rock

Students welcomed back in magical fashion

OIT warns students about employment scams

Members of the Fairbanks delegation of women march at Standing Rock holding a homemade banner signaling their solidarity with the 
movement. Photo courtesy of Amanda Frank. 

Right: Freshman wildlife biology 
student Parker Epple poses with his 

friend Robert Wilson, a freshman 
electrical engineering student. The two 

crafted wands at the Feast event and 
challenged each other to a duel in Dine 

49.  – Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star
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Continued “Wizard feast” pg. 4.

Continued “Standing Rock” pg. 5.

Survivor of Nazis, Soviets, sees modern parallels: “The patterns and tactics are exactly the same.”     pg. 3
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ASUAF is the elected student 
government of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.  The student 
government recieves around 
$500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the 
Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert 
Board as well as student groups 
and services. Meetings are held 
weekly and are open to the public.

The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and / or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Chance l l o r  Dana  T homas 
was in attendance at this week’s 
ASUAF meeting to discuss his Haven 
and AlcoholEDU policy memo, 
impending changes under Strategic 
Pathways Phase Two, the search to 
fill UAF administration positions and 
the university’s upcoming budget.

Last semester, ASUAF ran a survey 
to discover student opinions on the 
Haven and AlcoholEDU trainings 
implemented by the administration. 
The results indicated that of  470 
people polled, two-thirds disagreed with 
levying a fine against students who did 
not complete the training, according 
to ASUAF President Colby Freel.

T h o m a s  a d m i t t e d  t h a t 
in  h i s  exper i ence,  “ the  f ee 
w a s  w i l d l y  u n p o p u l a r . ”

As an alternative to the training 
courses,  a one-credit  required 
course is planned that will cover 
the same topics. This course will 
be offered in-classroom or online.

Policy changes for the trainings 
and the new course should be 
available to students starting Fall 2017 
semester unless UAF Faculty Senate 
decides to postpone implementation. 
Thomas said that he would urge 
them to adopt the new policies.

Thomas brought up several of  
the changes that were coming with 
the implementation of  UA President 
Jim Johnsen’s plan to consolidate the 
three universities UAF, UAA and UAS. 

Johnsen’s plan would have all health 
programs move to UAA because it 
operates Alaska’s nursing program. 
Moving the health program would 
affect the UAF Career and Technical 
College, which educates 50 percent 
of  all Certified Nursing Assistants 
in Alaska, according to Thomas.

Strategic Pathways includes 

moving or centralizing several student 
affairs programs including e-learning, 
community campuses, university 
relations and financial services.

Centralizing these institutions is 
complicated because the differences 
between campuses is more than skin-
deep, according to Thomas. Each 
campus has a different perceived 
role and dif ferent registrat ion 
requirements, among other differences.

Peop le  can  expre s s  the i r 
thoughts about Strategic Pathways 
by emailing ua-pathways@alaska.
edu. More information is available 
at the Strategic Pathways website.

_

Senate Chair Anderson-Agimuk 
asked Thomas how the University 
system may be affected under the 
presidency of  Donald Trump, as it 
is partially funded by federal grants.

Thomas expressed concern about 
funding for education and particular 
for research here at the university. 
Thomas stated that he was unsure so 
far what would happen under the new 
administration, however, he said that 
the university would maintain contact 
with Alaska’s U.S. Senators about 
the actual impact of  federal policies.

Thomas also mentioned that 
two UAF faculty and one graduate 
student from Iran who will have 
limited travel options due to the travel 
ban enacted by President Donald 
Trump. The ban affects people from 
several middle eastern countries 
which have no established ties to 
terrorist attacks in the U.S. since 9/11.

_

Freel commented on students who 
may be losing faith in the UA system 
and how “it is hard to inspire that 
faith,” in the face of  cutting programs. 
He also commented that, “the quality 
of  our education is decreasing.”

“The School of  Ed[ucation] ... seems 
to be changed on a whim and not from 
solid critical thinking,” Freel said about 
the students losing faith particularly in 
enrollment. “President Johnsen’s plan 
relies heavily on increased enrollment.”

Freel stated in the Theatre 
Department, where he is a student, 
budget cuts have caused many of  
the required courses to be removed. 
Theater students have to take 
“directed study” courses instead—
Freel cited an example of  this where 
he took a directed study course, but he 
didn’t receive any actual instruction.

ASUAF Clerk Diane Murph said 
in one of  her engineering classes the 
professor did not assign homework 
and the students had to direct their 
own study because there was no 
funding for a grading TA for the class.

Senator Cordero Reid stated 
that in the Psychology Department, 
the tenured professors have to teach 
both the upper-level courses as well as 
introductory courses, since there are 
far fewer adjunct professors at UAF. 
This has lead to the professors being 
“stretched thing” and that students 
can see the strain in the professors’ 
lesson plans, according to Reid.

Thomas noted that things are 
difficult due to budget cuts to the 
university and the financial situation 
of  Alaska. Last year the university 
budget was cut by $25 million which 
is not much compared to the state 
budget deficit—in excess of  $3 
billion, according to Thomas. He 
also emphasized that the university 
administration will continue to parse 
out and fix problems for students.

Freel  asked Thomas about 
enrollment, citing that UA President 
Johnsen’s plan relies heavily on increased 
enrollment for funding. Thomas replied 
by saying that he projects that there 
will be a three percent decrease in 
enrollment next year, however, after 

that enrollment will steadily increase.
Thomas stated that the number of  

college-age people in Alaska is increasing 
steadily according to the census as well 
as the new F35 fighter jet squadron 
which will bring people to Fairbanks.

Governor Bill Walker has proposed 
a flat budget for the UA system, which 
Thomas has stated is historically the 
budget that the universities get. The 
state Senate has proposed a five percent 
reduction, followed by an additional 
five percent reduction over the next two 
budget years, according to Thomas.

T he  un ive r s i t y  a sked  fo r 
$341 million from the state last 
year and received $325 million.

“It will be the usual sausage-
making process of  coming up 
with the budget,” Thomas said.

Thomas also discussed the topic of  
Title IX, the federal law that makes it 
illegal to discriminate based on sex. The 
U.S. Department of  Education has been 
reviewing 160 colleges to ensure that 
they are complying with Title IX using 
data from 2011 through 2014. They 
have been releasing the reports from 
this review over time and UAF’s report 
will become available in February.

“We continue to learn ... We’re 
humans,  we  make mis takes,” 
Thomas  sa id .  “We can  and 
must do better in this area.”

Suspicious Circumstances

1/17/2017 10:24 p.m. - A resident 
director from Bartlett Hall told the 
police about a possible off-campus 
theft and kidnapping from the last 
Monday. The UAF officers contacted 
the Fairbanks police department 
and are currently looking into it.

Sexual Assault

1/20/2017 3:10 p.m. - A third 

party reported a sexual assault from 
September or October of  2016, 
possibly occurring on the UAF 
campus. Title IX office was notified 
and the investigation is on-going.

Cars & Driving

1/17/2017 4:13 p.m. - A car 
was pulled over outside of  the 
Chapman Building. It turned out 
that the driver was the same person 
that was pulled over the previous 
Friday, and was cited again for 
driving with a suspended license.

1/22/2017 12:56 a.m. - During a 
traffic stop for equipment violations, 
the passenger was discovered to 
have an outstanding warrant. He 
was taken to Fairbanks Correctional 
Center and issued a citation for 
not having proof  of  insurance.

Intoxicated Person

1/22/2017 4:08 a.m. - A resident 
assistant in Skarland reported a 
resident of  the dorms locked in a 
bathroom. The person inside was 
later charged with underage drinking.

Theft

1/17/2017 9:17 p.m. - A car in 
the Fine Arts parking lot was broken 
into and its contents were stolen.

1/19/2017 1:19 a.m. -  A 
snowboard was left at the UAF 
temp sign on Alumni Drive and 
Farmer’s Loop. They returned half  
an hour later to find it missing.

Ben Ellis
Web Editor

Interim chancellor discusses turbulent new era

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. Friday 
in order to be run in the next 
issue.  All letters are subject to 
editing for brevity and grammar.
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.
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UAF Society of Physics Students as they met National Physics Society President DJ Wagner, at the 2016 Quadrennial Physics Congress in San 
Francisco. From left to right: Alison Giffoni, Khan Overcast, Amir Raz, Riley Troyer, Georgie Heaverley, Harrison Hartle, DJ Wagner, Chris Eckerson, 
Caleb Gordon, Sean Counihan, Chris Peters. Image courtesy of Georgie Heaverley.

The UAF Chapter of  the Society 
of  Physics Students is hosting a 
fundraiser to bring renowned physicist 
Lawrence Krauss to Fairbanks to give 
a public talk at UAF in early March.

Speaking fees for Krauss normally 
fall within the range of  $20,000 
- $30,000, according to the All 
American Speakers Bureau. However, 
for this event, he was willing to forego 
his speaking fee, but asked the club to 
pay for his travel expenses and help 
arrange a trip for him and his wife to 
visit northern Alaska to see polar bears, 
according to the fundraiser page.

At the time of  writing the fundraiser 
has raised $970 of  its $3,000 goal.

“He actually has a new book 
coming out ... it’s about the nature 
of  reality and why we’re here and 
the physics behind that,” Troyer 
said about what the lecture might be 
about. “We’re going to ask him to give 
a lecture that would be approachable 
fo r  the  genera l  aud ience.”

Krauss is Foundation Professor of  
the School of  Earth and Space, as well 
as the director of  the Origins Project 

When Rudy Krejci was a boy 
in Czechoslovakia, authorities at 
his school replaced pictures of  the 
president with images of  Adolf  
Hitler and he began learning 
about the glories of  Germany.

Today, Krejci, 87, a founder and 
retired dean of  the UAF College of  
Arts and Sciences, believes the same 
forces that allowed dictatorships to 
rise in 20th century Europe are again 
gaining strength. His conclusion, 
as one who survived, escaped and 
personally witnessed two of  the 
most brutal totalitarian regimes in 
modern history, is that the world 
is once again entering dark times.

“I never expected the same 
thing to happen in the United 
States,” Krejci told a class of  UAF 
journalism students on Jan. 26.

Speaking less than a week after 
Donald Trump’s inauguration, 
Krejci drew parallels between 
Adolf  Hitler’s rise to power and 
Trump’s populist and authoritarian 
tendencies. The former dean cited 
the politicians’ similar promises to 
make their countries great again, 
the exploitation of  marginalized 
and disillusioned people for political 
gain, the lack of  a real plan once 
taking office, the silencing of  critics, 

The $150 non-completion fee 
for Haven/AlcoholEdu training 
will be eliminated starting Fall 
Semester 2017, and will be replaced 
with a registration hold on student 
accounts for those who do not 
complete the mandatory training.

Interim Chancellor Dana Thomas 
detailed the policy change in a 
memo sent to ASUAF in response 
to their resolution on the training 
program. Currently, all new incoming 
students are required to take the 
Haven courses, and the fee is levied 
if  the courses are not completed.

“An incentive approach for 
Haven/AlcoholEdu was unsuccessful 
in terms of  student participation 
in 2015-16 and incentives for other 
student assessment initiatives... have 
not been successful either,” Thomas 
wrote in the memo. “Therefore 
[this] approach will not be pursued.”

New ways of  communicating 
with students and advertising the 
training to reach more students are 
also being considered, Thomas said.

A single credit course “addressing 
conten t  s imi la r  to  Haven/
AlcoholEdu” is also planned for Fall 
semester 2017 pending UAF faculty 
senate approval. This course would be 
available both in person and online.

Thomas and has  cabinet 
are currently examining ways to 
lower the cost of  the course. This 
options include potentially waiving 
tuition and implementing a course 
fee between $40-$90 depending 
on whether adjuncts or tenure 
track faculty teach the course.

“We will work with the faculty 
of  appropriate departments in 
the College of  Liberal Arts to 
have a Special Topics course 
approved for Fal l  semester,” 
Thomas wrote. “Depending on 
student response, we will work with 
faculty and the Faculty Senate to 
make this a permanent course.”

at Arizona State University. The 
Origins Project is an initiative created 
to study the origins of  the universe 
and life. Krauss has written several 
books and over 300 scientific papers.

“Krauss is a little unique in the fact 
that he is a high-end physicist ... and 
he’s also an excellent communicator,” 
Riley Troyer, vice president of  the 
club, said. “Being able to do high-
level research and explain it well to 
someone who doesn’t have science 
knowledge is really awesome.”

The dates for the public lecture 
would likely be the evening of  March 
2 or March 3, according to Troyer.

“The big goal would be to offer a 
big inspiration for people ... to explore 
the subject more and to become more 
informed about [physics],” Troyer 
said. “As physics students, we get a 
lot of  joy out of  studying this stuff  
and we think it’s pretty cool to learn 
about the universe and how it works. 
We’d like to share that joy with others.

T he  Soc i e ty  o f  Phy s i c s 
Students helps students in their 
discipline as well as volunteers for 
physics and other science-related 
communi ty  outreach events.

protectionist and divisive policies; and 
gag orders on government agencies.

“The patterns and tactics 
are exactly the same,” he said.

During his studies in the city 
of  Brno, Krejci came face to face 
with Hitler when his motorcade 
passed only a couple feet in front. 
He may be the only Alaskan alive 
to have seen the 20th century’s most 
notorious dictator in person. He still 
laments not having a bomb that day.

When the Nazis came, they forced 
schools to teach the German language 
along with German curriculum, 
art, songs and literature. As the war 
drew to a close, it was the hope of  
Krejci and his friends and family 
that the arriving Soviet army would 
leave them independent again.

The hopes and dreams people 
placed on the Soviets didn’t 

“The outreach especially with 
the youth — judging the science fairs 
is really fun,” Georgie Heaverley, 
president of  the club, said about why 
she liked being in the club. “It’s great 
to see that love of  science at that 
young age and to hope that they carry 
it through to the rest of  their life.”

In addition to judging school 
science fairs, the club has set up physics 
demos at the annual Science Potpourri 
event. Last semester, they held a 
star-gazing party and are planning 
another one this spring semester.

“A few years ago the SPS at 
UAF was just a handful of  members 
and our organization has grown to 
about 15 people,” Heaverley said. 
“We’ve been able to do so much more 
because of  the interest that I think is 
gaining in physics and I think that’s 
just something that has been really 
motivating in itself  ... anyone who has 
a genuine interest in physics is welcome 
to contact us and get involved.”

The club has plans to work 
with the Geophysical Institute and 
the Art Department to create a to-
scale solar system walk on campus.

materialize. The soldiers were 
brutish, assaulting Czech women and 
stealing from the citizens who had 
welcomed them just hours before.

“They behaved in not a very 
civilized way,” Krejci said. “So these 
were our liberators from the east.”

K r e j c i  d e s c r i b e d  t h i s 
“liberation” as difficult for him.

“We were excited at the beginning, 
but after awhile they were exactly 
the same as the Germans,” he said.

At 20, Krejci went into hiding 
in his parents’ cellar following his 
involvement in an anti-communist 
group. During those years he learned 
English from BBC London on the 
radio, read books his father stole 
from a discarded library collection.

But as his health deteriorated, 
escape became a necessity. One 
night in May, 1954, Krejci and 

his father left the house with a 
handmade coffin. Hidden in the box 
amid the contents of  a coal train, 
Krejci made his escape to Austria, 
and eventually, to the United States.

Still a Fairbanks resident after 
retiring from UAF, Krejci partly 
blames the U.S. education system 
and a society which doesn’t “pay 
attention to people who don’t make 
it.” As a result, a significant portion 
of  the American population is not 
educationally prepared to face the 
challenges of  a rapidly changing 
world and a globalized economy.

“Trump, in some strange way 
found out about it,” Krejci reflected. 
“That there were millions of  people 
which were deprived, just like after 
First World War in Germany, in 
Italy, in Russia. We have similar 
kind of  people, unprepared to 
deal with problems of  today. Of  
course, when he appeared on the 
scene, they followed him because 
he promised them a better future.”

Hillary lost the election due to her 
poor assessment of  this population, 
Krejci said. He described these people 
as disillusioned in their hopelessness.

“There is something in human 
psyche that is very similar,” Krejci 
said, describing this portion of  the 
population. “Disillusionment with 
reality is similar to what is happening 
now. You can’t talk with these people. 
They suffer, they do not understand.”

Survivor of Nazis, Soviets, sees modern parallels

Haven 
training fee 
replaced with 
registration 
hold

Students fundraise for 
prominent physicist visit

Mason Schoemaker / Sun Star



January 31, 2017
4

The Sun Star
www.uafsunstar.com NEWS

“The whole point was to 
get people interacting with 
people outside their groups… 
We wanted to give students 
the tools and resources to meet 
people outside of  just their 
roommates,” Nicole Crenshaw, 
special events coordinator, said.

Student could be sorted into 
one of  four houses, each based 
on an animals found in Alaska: 
Tikaanis, the “tried and true” 
wolves; Tulugaqs, the “cunning, 
witty” ravens; the “just and brave” 
Nanooks; and the “social, clever 
and fearless” whales, Arluqs. The 
invitation to the feast posted on 
the event’s Facebook page was 
written in the style of  a Hogwarts 
acceptance letter, giving students 
secret codes and referring 
to DRAW as the “Ministry” 
rather than the Department.

Crenshaw, alongside Assistant 
Director of  Wellness Kaydee 
Miller and DRAW Student 
Employee Meghan Heineken, 
spent most of  the start of  the 
event sorting attendees into their 
Alaskan houses. Crenshaw said 
the event was initially proposed as 
a Thanksgiving feast for student 
who’d be staying on campus or 
who wanted an excuse for a big 
meal with their friends before Fall 
exams began. After a “game of  
telephone,” the event morphed into 
a Harry Potter-style welcome back 
party. At the suggestion of  a friend, 
Crenshaw helped give the event 
some particularly Alaskan flair.

 Students who participated in the Feast event were given meal vouchers to purchase their dinners with. – Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Above Left: (From left to right) Kaydee 
Miller, assistant director of wellness, Nicole 
Crenshaw and Meghan Heineken, DRAW 
employee, pose behind the photo booth of the 
house they were sorted into.

Above Right: Nesta Turay, freshman 
engineering student, decorated a wand while 
he waited for his sorting quiz to be scored. 
Turay scored as a Nanook, “the just and brave.” 

Right: Feast participants were asked to fill out 
slips of paper with comments and suggestions 
about the event. They were invited to slip 
them into a large cardboard box labeled “OWL 
POST.”
– Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Magical welcome
Continued from pg. 1

Photo of the Week:

The Sun Star wants YOUR photos 
of people and events on campus. 
Show us what it means to be a Nanook! Post your pictures on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram under #UAFSunStar. If we pick your photo your 
photo you will win a $20 Amazon gift card!
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Begaye, a Navajo by birth who 
married into the Alaska Gwich’in 
tribe, was joined by several others on 
her trip, including Amanda Frank, a 
reporter for KUAC and Alaska Public 
Media, Misty Nickoli, an Athabascan 
and Tsimshian veteran, Jessica Girard, 
also a veteran and Dorothy Schokely, 
an upper Koyukon Athabascan.

Frank had the experience of  
covering this issue as both a member of  
the press and an Indigenous woman.

“When we were there they talked 
to us about what could happen,” 
Frank said. “The law enforcement 
officers were targeting Indigenous 
people and the media, which was 
me. We had to have the legal tent 
phone number written on our arm 
and were told to always have cash 
on us in case we got arrested.”

E a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
de leg at ion  had  a  d i f f e ren t 
reason for making the tr ip.

Early in 2016, youth from 
Standing Rock ran to Washington 
D.C. with the message of  water 
protection. The movement soon 
gathered a massive following.

“We’d seen this stuff  
happening in the news,” 
Frank  s a id .  “When 
[Enei] asked me to go, 
I immediately thought 
‘Yes’ because Native people 
need to tell their own stories.”

Begaye’s calling to travel to 
Standing Rock arrived after the 
events of  Oct. 27, 2016, when 
militarized police forces arrested over 
250 peaceful demonstrators. She said 
she could not stand aside and observe.

“They took people from sweat 
lodges and pulled people out of  
prayer,” Begaye said. “So many that 
they had to put people in dog kennels.”

Standing Rock has been a site 
of  controversial law enforcement 
tactics including the use of  
pepper spray, trained police dogs 
and high pressure water hoses.

On the last day of  the trip, a 
group of  demonstrators handcuffed 
themselves to construction machinery. 
Eventually law enforcement began 
pepper spraying the crowd, Frank said.

“It was really hard for me, as a 
reporter to just sit there and not say 
anything,” Frank said. “At one point, 
I asked one of  the police officers 
‘What are you protecting?’ and 
he responded ‘I’m just protecting 
this equipment.’ And I remember 
it was so disheartening to me as a 
Native person to hear that a piece 
of  equipment was more important 
or valuable than my life or the land 
that I have subsisted on for years.”

Nickoli spoke of  meeting an 
elderly woman named Casey Camp. 

Camp had shown Nickoli her 
arm, inscribed with a number in 
permanent marker signifying when 
she was arrested for the first time.

“She was held in a dog 
k e n n e l  e n c l o s u re  w i t h  3 0 
other women,” Nickol i  said.

This often happened if  prison 
cells were already fil led with 
other demonstrators, Begaye said.

“[Camp] said there was this 
young woman, she was just laying 
on the floor because she was in so 
much pain,” Nickoli said. “Her 
clothes were so soaked in pepper 
spray that they were completely 
wet. It just doesn’t stop hurting.”

Nickoli comes from a long 
line of  service in the military 
i n c l u d i n g  h e r  g r a n d f a t h e r, 
mother, aunts, uncles and cousins.

“The military is much like my 
Koyakan Athabaskan culture,” 
Nickoli said. “It’s collectivist. 
We take care of  each other. We 
share the same core values.”

On Nov.  7 ,  Nickol i  had 

an experience that  changed 
h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  g r e a t l y.

“I stood below the sacred hills of  
Oceti Sakowin and saw a group of  
people walking toward Backwater 
bridge to pray. I figured I would stand 
back and watch what was going on 
from a distance,” Nickoli said, “As 
I came close I saw the shadowed 
outline of  a sniper, as he quickly 
retrained the direction of  his weapon 
from camp to Backwater bridge.”

Nickoli paused her story to 
wipe away tears. It was at this 
moment she said she realized this 
man could have been her brother.

“We both swore an oath,”Nickoli 
said. “Yet there he lay in the grass 
with his weapon trained on unarmed, 
peaceful civilians. In that moment 
I realized that the fact that my 
ancestors, my family were the first 
to answer the call, who will protect 
and serve, it didn’t matter. Our very 
existence: our bodies, the space we 
occupy, our skin, our facial structure, 
our voices. And despite all odds, 
the simple fact that we’re still here, 
that’s the threat that is feared.”

Girard described her experience 
at Standing Rock as one of  only 
a few non indigenous women.

“I think as a white woman who 
grew up in an education system 
that doesn’t tell full truths, it is my 
responsibility to find that truth and 
to know that we cannot just ask it of  
our allies of  color to tell us,” Girard 
said. “It is a lot of  baggage and 
generational trauma and it is not their 
job to hold our hands along the way.”

Gi ra rd  s e rved  tw i ce  i n 
Iraq and was shaken by her 
experience at Standing Rock.

“I f  i t  were 5 ,000 white 
people gathered at a place with 
somebody pointing weapons at 
them, you know it would be in 
mainstream media,” Girard said.

Girard found her purpose 
at Standing Rock as an ally and 
a mouthpiece for the cause.

“In this world of  ‘alternative facts,’ 
in this world of  injustice, it’s really 
important that we share what we’ve 
learned and talk to our people and 
share things that may not be heard 
from people of  color,” Girard said. 
“It’s a shame and it’s disgusting that 
we still have to do that but my job is to 
amplify voices that won’t be heard.”

Each member of  the 
delegation shared their 

piece and the gathering 
closed in a hopeful 
discussion with the 
community, pin pointing 

e nv i ro n m e n t a l  a n d 
political events happening 

in the Fairbanks community.
“Indigenous people are not 

alone. We are joined by our brothers 
and sisters of  various colors and 
religions,” Nickoli said, describing 
the variety of  people who were 
present at Standing Rock. “The 
preamble to the constitution says 
‘We the People.’ It does not say 
the few, the rich, the corporations, 
the lawmakers, or the government. 
Great movements like the American 
revolution, women’s rights, civil 
rights, the labor movement and the 
marriage equity movement all came 
about with the unity of  the people.”

Begaye and the other members 
of  the delegation met with Sioux 
Chairman Archambault during 
their visit. The chairman spoke 
of  a community battling high 
rates of  suicide in their youth, 
Begaye said. These rates have 
dropped dramatically since the 
water protection movement began.

“This is really key I think,” 
Begaye said. “This movement that 
we see today is really grounded 
from the voices of  young people.”

Archambault had seen first hand 
the positive change in his community 
because of  this common goal.

“The young people are finding 
their voice,” Archambault said.

(Left to right) Donetta Tritt (Fairbanks), Jessica Girard (Fairbanks), Faith Gemmill-Fredson (Anchorage and Arctic Village), Kari Lynn Shaginoff 
(Chickaloon) and Lisa Wade (Chickaloon) sing during a demonstration at Standing Rock. Photo courtesy of Amanda Frank.
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Nanooks 
triumphant 
against 
Montana 
State

Standing Rock

Terrence Holmes
Sun Star

Senior forwards Jordan Wilson 
and Kailee Skjold combined 
for 41 points to lead the Alaska 
Nanooks Women’s basketball team 
to victory against the Montana 
State Billings, 66-42 at the Alaska 
Airlines Court on Saturday evening.

With the win, the Nanooks go 
over .500 increasing their record to 
10-9 overall and 6-6 in the Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference, 
while the Billings season woes 
continue as their overall record 
falls to 6-14 and 3-9 in the GNAC.

Rebounding and tough defense 
proved to be the key to the Nanooks 
success as they pulled down a team-
high forty-five rebounds and forced 
MSBU to commit 14 turnovers, 
half  of  those in the first half.

“That was our goal coming 
in,” Head Coach Cody Bench said 
following the win. “We wanted 
to make sure we got stops and 
the rebound, making them take 
tough shots and we were just 
pulling the rebounds down quick.”

The Nooks had several players 
score in double digits, led by Wilson 
who came into the game ranked 
second in division 2 women’s 
basketball in scoring, averaging 
21.7 points per game. She kept up 
her performance against Billings, 
scoring 21 points while also bringing 
down eight rebounds. Kailee Skjold 
nearly posted a double-double 
with 20 points and nine rebounds. 
Senior guard Jailee Mays chipped 
in with 15 points and three steals, 
and fellow senior guard Victoria 
Milton dished out seven assists.

Forward Marissa Van Atta, a 
Montana junior, led her team in 
scoring with 10 points, as she was 
the only one to post in double figures 
in that category. Junior guard Rylee 
was the second leading scorer for 
the Billings with nine points and 
junior forward Grace Weeks added 
eight points to her team’s total.

Alaska is entering February tied 
for fifth place in the GNAC and on 
the brink of  reaching the tournament. 
An appearance in the Conference 
tournament would be a first for the 
coaching staff, as well as the players. 
With 8 games left to go before GNAC 
tournament play, Skjold says the team 
is poised for the road that lies ahead.

“I think it’s something we talk 
about casually now,” Skjold said 
calmly. “We have a team full of  
girls who really want it—it’s not 
just hypothetical, this is here and 
it’s now, and we’re going to do it.”

The Alaska Women’s basketball 
team will continue their stride 
towards the conference tournament, 
hosting the Western Oregon Wolves 
on Thursday, Feb. 2 before another 
home bout against the Concordia 
Cavaliers on Saturday, Feb. 4.

“They took people from 
sweat lodges and pulled people out 

of prayer, so many that they had to put 
people in dog kennels.”

- Enei Begaye, Executive Director of 
Native Movement
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 31
Do you like sports? And sports things? 
It’s not too late to sign up for 
intramural sports this semester! 
The deadline on Feb. 3 is coming 
right up, so if  you’re interested in 
participating go to www.imleagues.
com/uaf to sign up for basketball, 
ice hockey, competitive or recreational 
soccer, ultimate frisbee or volleyball! – 
Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Wednesday / 1
The first week of  the new 
administration has been a rough one. 
If  you’re feeling dismayed, frustrated 
or all around pissed off, head to the 
Hess Rec Wednesday evening 
at 6 p.m. for Winter Laser Tag 
where you can shoot things and get 

angry with the added bonus of  not 
getting arrested! – Erin Granger / Staff 
Writer

Thursday / 2

Alaska is a pretty interesting 
place and there has been a lot 
of  interesting scientific research 
on it. If  you want to learn about 
some of  the cool things that UAF 
scientists have learned about our 
state you can check out the IARC 
Research Salon Series lecture 
on Feb. 2, from noon -1:15 p.m. 
in 501 Akasofu. The speakers will 
talk about the atmosphere, land, sea 
ice and ocean around and in Alaska. – 
Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Friday / 3
If  you’re feeling up for a mystery, you 
could check out Murder One Sip 
at a Time, which runs from 5:30 - 9 
p.m. today along Second Avenue 
in the downtown core. Participants 
visit local business to find clues and try 
to identify the fictitious killer. Though 
that does legitimately sound like fun, 
this semester has hit me like a truck 
carrying a bunch of  other trucks, so 
I’m probably going to stay in 
and play some video games to 
try and relax. To each their own, 
right?– Spencer Tordoff / Editor-in-Chief

Saturday / 4
Are you participating in a relationship? 
The Valentine’s Ball at Pioneer 
Park from 7:30-10:30 p.m. 

tonight might be the event for you. 
$15 for the general public and 
$10 for students or members 
of  the military. Or, you know, you 
could gear up for Valentine’s Day the 
way I always do: by realizing you’re 
one of  those annoying single people 
who makes the holiday miserable for 
couples who are actually celebrating 
their love. – Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Sunday / 5
Starting at 11a.m. and going 
until 5 p.m., the Outdoor 
adventures Office in the SRC are 
taking a group of  students out to 
the Tanana Lakes Area for ice 
skating. It costs $15 to attend, 
but skates are provided if  you 
don’t have any. Make sure to sign 
up soon, before all of  the spots are 
taken! – Ben Ellis / Web Editor

Letters 
from the 
Editor:

Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Up the long 
ladder

examples the further back you look.
Don’t mistake this for a class 

struggle or a case of  “us-versus-
them” thinking–each side is 
only peripherally aware of  the 
other. Students in particular only 
take notice to more egregious 
disrupt ions  of  their  l ives, 
particularly those that pertain to 
fee payment and housing, while 
the more entrenched bureaucrats 
simply act as though the students 
don’t exist. But in defiance of  
the prevailing wisdom, our 
school continues to have students 
and our needs should not be 
secondary at best. After all, an 
educational institution cannot 
exist without a student body 
and we did choose to be here.

There’s plenty of  cause to be 
skeptical of  UA President Johnsen’s 
vi l lainously-named Strategic 
Pathways Initiative. Consolidation 
is never easy and it’s painful and 
concerning for some majors and 
departments to fade away due 
to shifting short-term priorities. 
But another stated aim of  the 
program, its attempt to compress 
and streamline the bureaucratic 
structure of  the campuses and the 
statewide structure, is long overdue. 
It’s my hope that we’ll be left with 
an institution that is more responses 
to the changing needs of  Alaska’s 
students–and easier to hold to 
account when they fail in that duty.

UAF is an institution held 
hostage by bureaucracy. At 
so many levels, our needs and 
wants are ignored by entrenched 
administrators acting primarily 
in their own interest, a class of  
permanent employees who have 
learned in their long tenures that the 
student body’s collective memory 
tops out at about four years.

This is not to besmirch 
most of  our school’s employees. 
Indeed, we’re lucky to have so 
many dedicated faculty members, 
s tudent-facing functionaries 
and departments that do seek to 
enrich and enhance student life 
at the university. But for every 
two such admirable people, 
there’s at least one bureaucrat, 
comfortably segregated from the 
school’s attendees by layers of  
organizational girth. Sequestered 
away in back offices or off-
campus, they’re hard to find but 
easy to identify–tending to react 
with confusion and annoyance 
if  you walk into their offices.

It is hard, with so many 
threaded demands placed upon 
students, to try and keep track of  
the vast and complex system under 
which they work, live and study. 
But I can’t overstress the necessity 
of  paying attention to the decisions 
of  the bureaucrats overhead. 
Currently, we can be counted on 
to lose interest the moment a break 
or holiday begins, and this break in 
concentration is eagerly exploited, 
used to axe popular programs with 
minimal outcry. In recent memory, 
the UAFPD’s community service 
officer program quietly ceased mid-
summer and the campus post office 
was gutted in favor of  a frequently-
broken kiosk. There are more 

Allergy Season
Physically Sick

So unless you live under a rock, 
you most likely have heard about 
the Women’s March on Washington 
a couple weeks ago, where more 
people showed up than at Trump’s 
inauguration. In correspondence with 
the inauguration, New York label’s 
Allergy Season and Discwoman 
released “Physically Sick,” a charity 
album where 100% of  the proceeds 

Famous Dex
Dexter the Robot

Famous Dex the South Side-
Chicago entertainer’s “Dexter the 
Robot” was released after not making 
XXL’s freshman of  year. Maybe 2017 
will be different? I feel like him and 
Adamn Killa are up next. Famous 
Dex has a really damaged reputation 
from beating his girlfriend. Puma 
responded to the incident by severing 
all ties with the rapper. In an interview 
with No Jumper from last week, 
Dexter jumped right into discussing 
the situation. He summarized what 
happened in the phrase “A lesson is a 
blessing.”

The first track on the mixtape 
“New Glock” features  Ug ly 

go towards The American Civil 
Liberties,  Callen-Lorde, The 
National Immigration Law Center 
and Planned Parenthood.

This 42-track compilation of  
protest is intended for the purpose 
of  alleviating “Facism, Bigotry, 
Violence, and Demagoguery.” 
Opening  wi th  rRoxymore ’s 
“Universal Struggle,” I flash through 
images of  the medically ill being 
denied help. A lingering guilt flutters 
in the beneath the surface.

If  this soundtrack to human 
rights makes you uncomfortable, 
then that is precisely the point of  
this project. FBI Warning’s “Dead 
By 3” is where things really picks 
up. Cryptolect’s “Punished” is a 
definite high point. Kirk the Flirt’s 
“Back2Biz” has an infectious dance 
rhythm. The Movement Trust’s 
“Less Work” has an educational 
dialogue. I’m particularly fond of  
Yaeji’s work, so I loved “Full of  It.”

God and Dexter’s  s ignature 
“OhhMannGoddDamm” f low. 
“Feeling Good” is produced by Lil 
Uzi Vert’s frequent collaborator 
Maaly Raw. “Link” lyrically has no 
mention of  the Legend of  Zelda 
protagonist. “With Me” features 
Fauni, and questions why anyone 
f***s with him. “Pulled Up In 
Ghost” is about exactly what the 
title says. The following two tracks 
feature Lite Fortunato. “Speed Way” 
has a looped sample that feeds into 
a trap beat sounding like a receipt 
machine.

Trill Sammy introduces some 
different spice to the tape. Maxo 
Kream’s second verse opens with 
“Ocarina diamonds dancing”, which 
gives me the Zelda reference I was 
looking for. “Took Time” is basically 
all Dee. Dexter can be heard softly 
in the background.

Even though almost every 
Famous Dex track sounds the same. 
Same flow, same ad libs, and usually 
same voice (unless he is singing, 
which is rare, but should happen 
more). I know I will be tired of  it 
eventually, but he keeps it positive 
like Lil B.

Lil’ music 
reviews
A bi-weekly column by Alan Fearns, General Manager at KSUA

For the full Lil’ music reviews, visit uafsunstar.com
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Naturally 
Perspiring

ENTERTAINMENT
‘Nook on the Street

On Jan. 21 members of  the Fairbanks community gathered for the Women’s March, a worldwide demonstration in 
support of  human rights. This week we asked students: What are your thoughts on the march?

Jessica Adler, nursing, sophomore

Paul Trowbridge, mechanical 
engineering, sophomore

Zachary Milbradt, mechanical 
engineering, senior

Mitchell Hedrick, electrical 
engineering, sophomore“I thought it was an amazing 

experience and it was very cool that 
in such a divided world at this point 
we can still find common ground 
to come together over. I think it’s 
definitely something that needs to be 
discussed more, but my big thing was 
that I was really excited to see there 
were a lot of  other ‘nasty women’ 
out there who wanted to show their 
support for other women especially 
for people who are outside the U.S. I 
thought that was one of  the coolest 
things I’ve ever seen. I want to see 
more movements as big as that on 
big issues that we have in the U.S.”

“I support it. I think that they have 
reasons to march and I think its good 
they are doing it. I wasn’t involved 
in it necessarily, but I do agree with 
what they were marching for.”

“I definitely support the people who 
were doing it. I wasn’t able to do that 
kind of  thing, partly because I have 
homework unfortunately, but yeah 
I absolutely support it. I don’t see 
why people wouldn’t and it’s kind of  
upsetting that people don’t.”

“I can’t really say too much about it 
myself  because I didn’t really inform 
myself  on the specifics of  the march, 
but just from the basic information 
I would say that I am in support of  
it.”

Lilly Bee, nursing, sophomore
“I really like how the women’s march 
brings together a common goal of  
fighting to be heard and it really 
brings together the community and 
I like that because we are stronger 
as a community especially when 
we fight for what we believe in. To 
see the diverse amount of  people 
fighting for the common rights that 
we should all have was really special 
because it shows how we are able 
to come together even through 
our differences and that’s a really 
powerful message that should be 
shared.”

Lyndyn Hurley, elementary 
education, junior

“I’m still not exactly sure what they 
were marching for, but I know that 
a lot of  people were talking about 
women’s rights and the defunding 
of  Planned Parenthood. I guess 
personally I didn’t join in because 
I felt like, yeah, it’s a great standing 
for something but I don’t if  I agree 
necessarily with what they were 
standing for. Personally I don’t think 
I have a lot of  less rights than men 
do. I understand why some people 
do, but I think that it was a great 
show of  power for women.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Max Erickson / Sun Star

This Alaskan Agent comic originally ran in the Polar Star on March 9, 1973

By  Mason Schoemaker

Do you draw comics? Freelance for us! Come to our freelancer meetings at
1 p.m. Sundays in room 305, Consitution hall for more details!

Make mad cash and see your work on this page!
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Creating a culture of peace through song

   Sing with us!
Fairbanks Peace Choir

Tuesdays, 6:45 - 8:30 p.m. starting Feb. 7

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fairbanks
4448 Pikes Landing Road - across from Princess Hotel
Flyn Ludington, Director                                                                                    Call 322-2521
Dr. Paul Krejci, Piano                                                                          See our Facebook page

3519603_19583

10x5

4c Resources for your 
college questions

When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the 
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.

We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families 
find answers to their college questions:

•  CollegeSTEPS® program: sign up to receive college planning tips, tools, and 
resources by email at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps

•  Student Center: whether you are in high school, preparing for college,
or about to graduate, we’re here to support you every step of the way at 
wellsfargo.com/studentcenter

•  Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire
college experience at blogs.wf.com/studentloandown/

•  Calculators and money management: view our private student loan products 
and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information.
University Branch • 794 University Ave. • 907-474-4100
Gaffney Branch • 620 Gaffney Rd. • 907-459-4373
Cushman Branch • 613 Cushman • 907-459-4373
Bentley Branch • 40 College Rd. • 907-459-4363

© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (3519603_19583)

Ascension. This is a UAF only 
photo competition juried by  freelance 
adventure photographer and writer, 
Seth Adams. For more information 
or the submission form check out our 
website at: www.frozenlenses.com/
peter-mackeith/

Call for Art: This is a state-wide 
juried photography exhibition open 
to anyone residing in the state of  
Alaska. The theme is Circumpolar. 
For many, the word “polar” conjures 
images of  a volatile and extreme 
environment: isolated, wild and 
dangerous. However, some see these 
cautionary overtones as an invitation. 
Frozen Lenses would like to see what 
it is that calls to you. Show us your 
vision of  life, circumpolar. Deadline 
for submission is *Friday, February 
10th*. For more information or to 
submit your images please visit our 
website at: http://www.frozenlenses.
com/2017-circumpolar/

Classified RatesPlacing Your Ad $1/word - 7 days of  print and 
online advertising
$0.20/word - Student and 
Student Organization rate 
for 7 days of  print and online 
advertising.
$25 - for an additional graphic

Students with a valid Polar Express ID 
can recieve one free ‘Housing’, ‘For 
Sale’, or ‘Announcements’ classifieds 
posting per week by visiting our office 
at 305 Constitution Hall.

To place a classified ad please call our 
office at 907-474-6043 or visit our 
website at uafsunstar.com. Ads must 
be pre-paid before publication.

Missed connection:  I was leaving 
the SRC gym last Thursday evening 
and made a really lucky shot with 
a basketball, and you said “DUDE 
DID YOU SEE THAT” to your 
friend and it totally made my month. 
I’m so happy someone saw that. 
Thanks bruh <3

Missed connection: You: the woman 
in full Andorian costume (blue skin, 
white hair, antennae species from 
Star Trek) on the north side of  the 
intersection of  Broadway and Pine 
in Seattle, on October 31 of  2008. 
Me: The guy wearing a Soviet flag 
on the south side of  the intersection. 
I should have crossed the street and 
said something to you. Whoops.

Call for Art: Deadline for submission 
is this Friday, February 3rd 
2017.  Enter your photos in the 
Peter MacKeith Memorial 
Photog raphy Exhibition: 

Club event: The UAF Frozen Lenses 
Photography Club invites you to 
join us for our first ever member’s-
only exhibition, Exposed! This 
exhibition will feature many of  the 
talented photographers apart of  our 
club and showcase their different 
areas of  expertise and interest. We 
hope everyone enjoyed the opening 
reception on Monday, January 30th. 
In case you missed the opening 
reception the show will hang for the 
entire month of  February in the UAF 
Art Gallery.

Club Meeting: Frozen Lenses 
Photography Club invites you to 
join us at this week’s club meeting 
for a movie night on light painting 
landscapes and putting together star 
trails. Movie will start just after 6pm 
in room #313 in Bunnell. There will 
be snacks. Check out our Facebook 
page or website at www.FrozenLenses.
com   for more information. Hope to 
see you there!

Job off campus: Personal Assistant 
needed to organize and help. Basic 
computer skills needed good with 
organization. Willing to pay $250 
per week interested person Should 
contact: 456dbd@gmail.com

Job on campus: The Sun Star is 
seeking freelance writers! Attend a 
weekly freelancer Sunday, 1 p.m. in 
305 Constitution Hall. Take on an 
assignment, or pitch something you 
think your student-run newspaper 
should cover. We pay for every 
freelance assignment we print!

Job on campus: The Sun Star is 
seeking freelance photographers who 
want to turn their camera work into 
cold hard cash. Attend a meeting 
Sunday at 1 p.m. in 305 Constitution 
Hall. Take on a weekly assignment 
or pitch a photo essay. We pay for 
every photograph we print! See you 
Sunday.

Classifieds
Announcements Student Organizations Employment

STAR
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