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The Alaska Nanooks lost an 
intense game to the Alaska Anchorage 
Seawolves on Feb. 7, at the Patty 
Center with a score of  61-68.

It was a constant battle between 
the two teams, the Seawolves 
dominated in the paint with their 
rebounding skills, causing the Nanooks 

An investigation into the alleged 
rape in September has been concluded 
by the campus Title IX Office and 
the assailant has received limited 
sanctions from the administration, 
according to information released 
by alleged victim Jessie Wattum.

An email was sent to 
Wattum by Title IX investigator 
Kevin Calderara, confirming 
her original statement that she 
could not give consent. Wattum 
publicly posted a picture of  the 
email to her Facebook after the fact.

“[The] respondent had sexual 
contact and sexual intercourse 
with the complainant [Wattum],” 

The UAF School of  Education is 
still reeling after having the rug pulled 
out from under them. A last-minute 
$1 million donation from the City of  
Juneau preceded a sudden change of  
heart by the UA board of  regents and 
system president, who have chosen 
the Southeast campus to host the 
education program’s administrative 
center  and f lagsh ip  school .

UA President Jim Johnsen had 
previously recommended Fairbanks 
as the education program’s home 
prior to the board of  regents vote 
on December 14 of  last year. The 
donation offer was emailed to 
Johnsen and the regents the day 
before the final decision was made.

Johnsen insisted the donation 
played no role in the decision making.

“There was zero conversation 
abou t  the  mun ic ipa l i t y  o f  
Juneau providing funding to 
the  pro jec t ,”  Johnsen  sa id . 
“That didn’t weigh a dime.”

For some regents, however, the 
money played a huge role, bringing into 
question the ethics of  the vote itself.

“It  was very instrumental 
and certainly was a factor” 
Dale Anderson, a regent from 
Juneau, told the Juneau Empire.

For members of  the UAF 
school of  education, this wrinkle 
only adds to their concerns.

“Will this quick idea of  a single 
mega College of  Education at 
UAS serve the students of  Alaska 
well?” Ute Kaden, UAF chair of  
Second Education, said. “Or is 
it a politically motivated project, 
without a solid budget plan, without 
vision for what exactly will be 
accomplished and how, and missing 
analysis for future sustainability?”

Johnsen said part of  the decision 
was made on the basis that the other 
two campuses would suffer smaller 
losses from losing their schools.

to strain to get the ball and score for 
their team. The Seawolves got more 
rebounds than the Nanooks with 
47 rebounds. UAF got a total of  27.

In the f irst  half,  Nanook 
Brandon Davis scored almost half  
of  his teams points, 14 of  26. He 
battled UAA’s Diante Michell who 
also scored 11 of  his team’s points.

Man of  the Game, Brandon Davis 
said: “We had some chances to make 

the email read. “The complainant 
was incapacitated as the result of  
alcohol and unable to consent to 
sexual contact or sexual intercourse.”

Laura McCollough, deanw 
of  students, refused to confirm 

whether or not the case has 
in fact been completed, citing 
university confidentiality rules.

While McCollough declined to 

shots, but they didn’t fall. We came 
out I felt good, ready to play today, I 
didn’t see any signs of  us being tired. “

The Nanooks picked up their 
game, which intensified the first half  
by ending it with a score of  26-26 on 
both ends. During half  time the team 
found out what they needed to work on.

“ Fo c u s ,  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o 
understand what can we do 
better,” Nahjee Matlock said.

speak on the case, Wattum said the 
dean of  students emailed her with 
the conclusion, that the student 
who allegedly raped her will now 
have limited access to campus.

“She emailed me saying that 
he had been trespassed from all 
the dorms,” Wattum said. “He 

wasn’t allowed to live on campus 
anymore, and he wasn’t allowed 
on campus before 8 a.m. and 
after 10 p.m. So that was his 
punishment for raping me.”

Wattum, a former sophomore, 
first spoke out about her case in a 
Facebook post in October. In this post, 
Wattum stated she was raped by a 
fellow student in Bartlett Hall on Sept. 
3, after being incapacitated by drugs.

Education 
move follows 
Juneau 
donation

Nanooks overwhelmed by Seawolves

Rape case closed, assailant’s wrist slapped

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Moose has a morning snack 
outside of Gruening on 
Sunday, Feb. 12.
 
If there is a moose seen on campus 
in a high-traffic area call the 
UAF police at (907) 474-7721 and 
provide the dispatcher with as 
much information about animal as 
possible.

Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor 

Continued “School of Education” 
pg 3.

Continued pg 4.

Continued “Rape case closed” pg 6.

Forward Spencer Clark drives in against defender Travish Parrish late in the first half Tuesday night at the Patty Center. The Nanooks kept the 
game close, but eventually fell 61-68. Baxter Bond / Sun Star

Grace Ongtowasruk
Sun Star

“The complainant was 
incapacitated as the result of 

alcohol and unable to consent to sexual 
contact or sexual intercourse.”

- Kevin Calderara, Title IX investigator

Scientists left forlorn by Trump administration           pg. 3
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Fee changes get first reading

Two ballot measures intended 
to  re s t ruc ture  s tudent  f ee s 
levied by the government had 
their first reading this session.

One measure would create a new 
SRC fee at $30 per semester, replacing 
the present $75 fee, and specifies 
that ASUAF does not endorse the 
creation of  any other fees regarding 
the SRC. The second measure would 
increase the ASUAF student fee by 
about 50 percent, from $43 to $67 
for main campus students, and adjust 
the allocation of  student fee funds to 
increase allocation to the Sun Star.

Sun Star Editor-in-Chief  Spencer 
Tordoff attended part of  the meeting 
to advocate for the two referendums. 

Harassing Communications

1/30/2017 10:05 a.m. - Staff  at 
the Duckering Building were sent 
threatening messages from a former 
employee. Investigation is ongoing.

President Carter, in his State of  
the Union address, said, “The decade 
ahead will be a time of  rapid change as 
nations everywhere seek to deal with 
new problems and age-old tensions. 
But America need have no fear. We 
can thrive in a world of  change if  
we remain true to our values…”

What are our values? The dollar? 
The home and family? Personal and 
national integrity? What is it that 
people place primarily in their lives?

Do we have values that we 
can or should remain true to?

He noted that between the two SRC 
and student government fee changes, 
students would pay about $10 to $15 
less per semester. He emphasized that 
the Sun Star’s larger increase would 
be spent on expanding coverage 
through several student hires.

B o t h  m e a s u r e s  w e r e 
sent  to the Student  Af fair s 
C o m m i t t e e  a f t e r  r e a d i n g.

Election manual changes

The senate changed the elections 
manual to allow ASUAF candidates 
to campaign during the voting 
period as a way to try increase 
student involvement, but disallowed 
candidates campaigning within 50 
feet of  a physical polling station.

2/2/2017 1:50 p.m. -  A 
student came to the police afraid 
of  another s tudent in their 
class. The dean of  students and 
Title IX office were contacted.

2/3/2017 12:19 p.m. -  A 
woman was constantly texting an 

T h e  c u r r e n t  e c o n o m i c 
situation would indicate that 
placing one’s hopes in the dollar 
is a rather shaky proposition.

The rising divorce rate among 
those who even bother to get 
married, causes one to question 
whether  the fami ly  i s  even 
considered an important part of  the 
mainstream of  our society anymore.

W h e re  i s  o u r  p e r s o n a l 
o r  n a t i o n a l  i n t e g r i t y ?

Crime is  r is ing sky high. 
White  col lar  cr ime.  Violent 
c r i m e .  J u v e n i l e  c r i m e .

A p a t h y  s e e m s  t o  b e 

Marijuana on campus

A student attending the meeting 
asked if  the senators had any 
policies regarding marijuana use. 
Mitchell said their “hands were 
tied” because UAF is a federally 
funded university and marijuana is 
still illegal at the federal level. The 
student said that there were examples 
of  judges who overruled the federal 
law for religious use of  marijuana.

Senate Chair Ben Anderson-
Agimuk told the student that he 
could run for a senate position 
to explore their ideas and Diane 
Murph, the senate clerk, said that 
he could also write a bill and get 
a current senator to sponsor it.

Attendance

Present: Ben Anderson-Agimuk, 
Dawson Mann, Raymundo Lopez, 
Molly O’Scannell, Ivik Henry, Jae 
Ham, Sam Mitchell, Sierra Van 
Hafften, Brian Holst, and Chris 
Martinez.

Not Present: Cordero Reid 
(excused), Georgia Durden (excused), 
and Erik Rickards.

employee at the Elvey Building and 
showing up at their workplace. An 
officer talked to her and told her 
to stop contacting the employee.

Theft

2/1/2017 1:55 p.m. - An employee 
in Signers Hall told police several 

things had been stolen from their 
desk. Investigation is ongoing.

2/2/2017 5:04 p.m. - Someone 
at the Nordic House called the 
police about a bicycle stolen from 
the Green Bikes Program sometime 
between December 15 - January 
20.  Investigation is ongoing.

the  new law of  the  land.
Those who take the time to 

express concern about the path 
our society is taking, are looked as 
spoilsports and old fogies. There is 
a prevailing attitude that nothing is 
wrong unless you get caught. And 
it’s the getting caught that makes 
whatever it is you get caught at wrong.

Throughout the writings of  
Arnold Toynbee is the thought 
that societies break down, not as a 
result of  aggression from without, 
but because of  decay from within.

In “Civil ization on Trial” 
Toynbee wrote, “...history has 

repeated itself  about twenty times 
in producing human societies of  
the species to which our Western 
society belongs...Moreover, when 
we study the histories of  these dead 
and moribund civilizations...we 
find indications of  what looks like a 
recurring pattern in the process of  
their breakdowns, declines, and falls.”

In examining our society (and 
remember this was something evident 
even 30 years ago) Toynbee wrote, 
“There is nothing to prevent our 
Western civilization from following 
historical precedent, if  it chooses, 
by committing social suicide.”

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Ben Ellis
Web Editor

Gary L. Wells
Polar Star Columnist

The archival materials reproduced in this issue contain the works and thoughts of Polar Star and Sun Star editors and writers from years past. They do not represent the views 
of the Sun Star as a whole, nor those of its current editorial staff. Archives are collected from Rasmuson’s Alaska and Polar Regions Archives as well as Sun Star office records.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
Our society is worth saving Feb. 12, 1980

ASUAF is the elected student 
government of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.  The student 
government recieves around 
$500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the 
Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert 
Board as well as student groups 
and services. Meetings are held 
weekly and are open to the public.

The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and / or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. Friday 
in order to be run in the next 
issue.  All letters are subject to 
editing for brevity and grammar.
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

Senators discuss upcoming fee changes and marijuana

This story has been abridged for print. For the full article visit uafsunstar.com
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While changes are imminent, 
Johnsen clarified that education 
classes, faculty and students will 
remain at the other two main 
campuses, emphasizing Juneau will be 
the administrative center of  the school.

“This is where the dean will sit,” 
Johnsen said, “This isn’t going to be 
where the people are. There are likely 
going to be more education faculty 
sitting in Fairbanks than there will 
be in Juneau and likely will be more 
students in Fairbanks and Anchorage 
than there will be in Juneau.”

The issues of  concern for UAF 
faculty include how sustainable the 
program cost will be, how the new 
program will increase the number of  
Alaska trained teachers and whether 
a change in program structure may 
lead to confusion and fewer students.

Kaden has been with the UAF 
School of  Education since 2008 as 
an associate professor for math and 
scientific education classes. She has 

The Trump administration’s 
stance climate change and research 
has campus scientists concerned 
about the future of  their profession.

“The early indications are that 
there’s not going to be a real push for 
research on climate change,” John 
Walsh, said. “I think there’s a lot of  
concern around here for what’s going 
to happen to climate change research.”

Walsh is a professor and chief  
scientist  at the International 
A r c t i c  Re s e a r c h  C e n t e r.

In late January, President 
Donald Trump’s administration 
issued memos to at least four federal 
agencies to not make any public 
statements and to consult with 
senior officials before speaking to 
the media. The administration 
also pulled down mentions of  
climate change from White House 
and State Department websites.

Several scientists cited this order 
as an example of  cause for worry.

“It’s been a dramatic transition, 
like none that I’ve ever seen,” Larry 
Hinzman, vice chancellor of  research, 
said about the new administration. 
“It is going to have a big impact 
on everything including research... 
They’ve made it quite clear that 
they’re not interested in climate 
research, which we do a lot of.”

Research grants at UAF

Federal grants pay for a significant 
part of  research on campus. Research 
makes up about a third of  UAF’s 
revenue, according to Hinzman.

“We are dependent on research 
funding here,” Walsh said, explaining 
how much funds the university gets 

concerns about the lack of  National 
Science Foundation funding and 
science, technology, engineering and 
math, or “STEM,” focus at UAS.

UAS does not have any NSF grant 
history in the school of  education.

“Collaboration with faculty from 
strong STEM departments at UAF 
is essential for NSF funding and 
excellence in math and science teacher 
education,” Kaden said. “Our future 
math and science teachers deserve to 
be connected and supported by UAF.”

UAF is currently the only School 
of  Education to have NSF funding.

While department chairs have 
said they look forward to working 
with UAS to better serve students 
in education, Kaden is not the 
only member of  the UAF School 
of  education to have concerns.

“Although it was disappointing 
that education personnel were not 
provided the same opportunities for 
input that are now being allowed 
for other programs under Strategic 
Pathways review,” Carol Barnhardt, 

in grants versus what it invests. “The 
university invests a dollar in research 
and another seven or eight dollars in 
external [federal] funding comes in.”

Grants are also useful for 
“visibility” and practical benefits. 
For example, the State of  Alaska 
uses research from the Institute 
of  Northern Engineering during 
construction–which gets the university 
wider attention, according to Walsh.

“We do a lot with trying to 
integrate research in teaching,” 
Hinzman said. “A lot of  the recent 
findings, the work that we do, makes 
it into our educational process 
so that our students come out 
right on the forefront of  science.”

“UAF is the world’s leading 
institution in the number of  annual 
research publications about the 
Arctic, but needs to continue 
to recruit and retain excellent 
faculty to increase its competitive 
advantage,” reads the FY16 Financial 
Review written by the Office of  
Management and the Budget.

Possible impact

“My feeling is that there are 
grants that probably are at risk, but 
we still have a lot of  really really 
good research being done here at 
UAF,” David Newman said. “People 
should still be able to get funding.”

Both Hinzman and Walsh that 
they couldn’t think of  any researchers 
in specific who were currently 
being impacted by lack of  grant 
funding. But dissent was expressed 
by Newman, who is a professor of  
physics and member of  the nonprofit 
American Physical Society, which 
works to spread physics knowledge.

“I certainly would say that there are 
people who have not put in proposals 

chair of  elementary education, said. 
“UAF faculty do look forward to 
continued collaborative work with our 
colleagues to support the preparation 
excellent educations for Alaska,”

Barnhardt spoke for her fellow 
chairs, who share a similar opinion.

T hese  shared  mi sg iv ing s 
about  a spec t s  o f  the  new 
structure that have been left 
seemingly unanswered, however.

I n t e r i m  D e a n  S t e v e 
Atwater is cautiously hopeful 
for this experiment in structure. 

“I am disappointed that the 
administrative lead for the new 
college of  education will not be 
based at UAF,” Atwater said. 
“I am however, optimistic that 
the complex reorganization will 
be thorough and will result in 
improved programs for our students. 

Last Friday, the UAF school 
of  education faculty met with 
Johnsen to discuss the regents’ 
decision to create a restructured 
College of  Education at in Juneau.

“Some call the plan a ‘move 
of  the leadership for a college 
of  education to UAS’, which is 

because of  the new administration’s 
t h r u s t s , ”  N e w m a n  s a i d .

Some of  UAF’s  s trongest 
departments, climate and permafrost 
research, are not looked upon 
fondly by the new administration. 
These are the things that could be 
at risk for funding cuts, Newman 
said.  He also acknowledged 
that things are still uncertain.

“Nobody has any real idea 
what is going to happen,” Newman 
said. “People on [capitol] hill 
looked, for lack of  a better 
word, kind of  shell-shocked.”

Newman went to Washington 
D.C. on a leadership convocation 
with the Physical Society. He and 
other members went visited the offices 
of  congress to talk about science 
and to ask for more science funding.

Hinzman offered a comparatively 
optimistic view for grant funding 
despite the challenges. He said that 
climate research is still important 
for the new administration so 
funding should sti l l  increase.

“Things are getting tough 
and we’ve lost some really good 
people, but our research funding 
continues to increase because our 
researchers are really entrepreneurial 
and they’re really scrambling 
to address the challenges that 
are out there,” Hinzman said.

Hinzman emphasized that that 
people all over the world benefit 
from this research, as changes in the 
Arctic climate influence the rest of  
the world. Understanding the climate 
is necessary to prepare and maintain 
national defense, while businesses are 
interested in knowing what will happen 
with their investments in the Arctic.

“ We ’re  n o t  g o n n a  s t o p 
doing climate research because 
it is so important,” Hinzman 

a misleading interpretation of  
the proposed task,” Kaden said.

At the meeting, SOE faculty 
and staff  discussed the complexity 
of  the issue and possible impacts on 
student enrollment, faculty positions, 
quality program offerings and grant 
and external funding opportunities.

According to Kaden, one big 
concern shared by many was that 
this project will hold a high price tag 
without providing concrete solutions.

“Alaska’s  people may not 
want to pay the huge bill for an 
imaginary college of  education 
project in Juneau that l imits 
college access and has uncertain 
educational outcomes in financially 
challenging times,” Kaden said.

Johnsen defended his decision, 
stating UAS was chosen because 
the board feels it will be the 
campus to put education first.

While Johnsen says faculty input 
will be included in this process. 
UAF faculty continue to have 
reservations about the change.

“ I n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  t h i s 
pro jec t  w i l l  no t  s e rve  the 
people of  Alaska,” Kaden said.

said. “I’m optimistic that our 
research will increase and we’ll 
continue to grow because there’s 
a lot of  research needs out there.”

A future for students

Walsh emphasized that the 
effects on students are dependent 
on how long science funding is low.

“We just  don’t  know it ’s 
going to be a four year blip or 
something longer term that would 
really be a factor to consider if  
you’re young and considering a 
career in science,” Walsh said.

In UAF’s situation, it may be more 
difficult to get federal funding because 
good researchers are needed to get 
funds. If  things like Strategic Pathways 
make the campus less hospitable for 
researchers, the university would 
have a harder time getting research 
dollars, according to Newman.

“Here on campus, education 
and research are fundamentally 
intertwined—we can not and 
should not try to disentangle 
t h e m , ”  N e w m a n  s a i d .

Censorship of  science

Newman described a colleague 
of  his who received a call telling her 
that she would not be allowed to 
go to Capitol Hill with the Physical 
Society even as a private citizen.

The congress ional  o f f ices 
wanted the Society to push back 
against the order because it makes 
it harder for the offices to gather 
information, according to Newman.

Under new policies, congressmen 
can’t contact government scientists 
for data directly. Instead, they’re 
routed to the public affairs office for 
a specific agencies. Those agencies 
get a statement from scientists, 
which are then “properly filtered” 
before being sent on, Newman said.

Even scientists who aren’t 
in government agencies may be 
less inclined to talk about their 
research, according to Newman.

“That’s a disturbing sign right 
there,” Walsh said. “The feeling, at 
least among people that I know at 
the university, is that if  there is any 
attempt to clamp down on information 
release we’re going to fight tooth 
and nail to get the truth out there.”

A n  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t 
o f  s c i e n c e  f u n d i n g

An increase in science funding 
has been correlated with an 
increase in the nation’s Gross 
Domestic Product,  commonly 
called the GDP, Newman said.

“There is a direct correlation 
between our national economy and 
science funding,” Newman said. 
“Science funding is not throwing 
money away ... [Science] leads to 
a huge benefit for our economy.”

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Scientists left forlorn by Trump administration

School of Education
Continued from pg. 1

The Board of Regents-approved UA Operating and Capital Budget request predicts $8 million in increased grant funding over the coming two 
years. This conflicts with financial reports from the Office of Management and Budget, which predicts declining grant revenues in the future as 
funding constricts, competition from other research institutions heats up and retention of researchers becomes more difficult. These factors are 
not mentioned in the regents report. Josh Hartman / Sun Star
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Senior guard Brandon Davis 
scored 22 points and recorded four 
steals and senior forward Zach 
Pederson posted a double-double 
in the Nanooks’ gritty win against 
Montana State 83-74 Thursday, 
Feb. 10 at the Alaska Airlines court.

“I’m really proud of  the guys, 
especially with this being the fourth 
and final game in an eight-day 
stretch,” Head Coach Mick Durham, 

“What  can we do 
to pull out a win, and 
capitalize on the things we 
messed up on. Just focus.”

UAA picked up their 
defense by pressuring UAF 
in the start of  the second 
half. A time out was called 
with 17:33 minutes left on 
the clock where Nanook 
Lorenzo Graham was put 
in the game and managed 
to sink in a three point 
shot right off  the bat.

Keeping the game close, 
there was another time out 
called and the Seawolves 
fought back and scored 
a three point shot. The 
Seawolves locked down 
on defense and lead by 12 

said following the game. “Winning 
three out of  four at home against, 
what I think is the top-four teams 
in the league is big. We played good 
defensively, rebounded much better 
tonight and got to the free-throw line.”

The Nanooks (12-13, 7-9 GNAC) 
came into this bout fresh off a tough 
loss to arch-rival and number one 
team in the Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference, UAA. The Montana 
State Billings (13-10, 8-7 GNAC) were 
coming into the game off an impressive 
win against Central Washington.

points, that’s when UAF’s 
Coach Mick Durham called 
a timeout and told his team 
what they needed to work on.

Nahjee Matlock picked 
up his game. He got the ball 
back and sunk in a three-
point shot leading his team 
closer and closer to the what 
could’ve been a victory. He 
ended the game having scored 
18 points. The Nanooks 
had many opportunities to 
score, but couldn’t quite 
get the feel of  the ball.

UAF’s defense picked up 
and got two blocks on the 
Seawolves, making it harder 
for them to score. They 
couldn’t stop UAA’s Spencer 
Svejcar who drove it in on 
UAF’s defense, drawing fouls 
and scoring free throws.

The game was close in the first 
half  as the two teams exchanged 
baskets and physical play. Not one 
team could get the edge on the other. 
Despite the poor shooting from the 
Nanooks in the first half, they went 
into halftime down by 3 points.

In the second half, Davis was 
a problem for the Yellowjackets as 
he scored eleven points, brought 
down two rebounds and added three 
steals, and the Nanooks shot 55 
percent from the field in the last half.

The Nooks also held the 
Yellowjackets to just 40 percent 
from the field in the last 20 
minutes of  the game, while forcing 
them to commit 8 turnovers and 
capitalizing on their miscues.

“Tonight was a huge game for 
Brandon,” Durham said. “Him and 
Bangaly Kaba are our two returning 
guys, so they are almost always at the 
top of  the scouting report and he’s 
[Davis] getting a lot of  attention.”

Another key contributor for the 
Nooks was forward Zach Pederson 
who recorded a double-double for 
the night, going 5 for 10 from the 
field to total 11 points and snagging 
11 rebounds as well. Pederson 
contributed to the team’s assist 

total, dishing out three himself.
Davis and Pederson were two of  

the five Nanooks to score in double 
figures. Senior Guard Nahjee Matlock 
continued his hot scoring streak as he 
poured in 18 points and led the Nooks 
in assist with 6 dimes. Junior forward 
LaDonovan Wilder scored 13 points 
in the outing and Bangaly Kaba 
chipped in with 10 points and 1 block.

Free-throws proved to be the 
game-changer for the Nanooks, as 
they hit 22 of  their 28 free throws 
they attempted for the night, (78.6 
percent) converting 16 of  21 free-
throws in just the second half.

Montana State Billings was led by 
sophomore forward Preston Beverly 
and senior guard Marc Matthews, 
who both posted 19 points against 
the Nanooks. Kendall Denham 
was the only other Yellowjacket to 
score double-digit figures against 
Alaska,  recording 11 points.

The Nanooks Basketball team 
will be on the road for their next 
two games as they face Western 
Oregon University on Thursday, 
Feb. 16. They will then travel 
to Oregon to face Concordia 
University Saturday, Feb. 18.

Terrence Holmes
Sun Star

Nanooks overwhelmed by Seawolves

Nanooks exterminate Yellowjackets

Bengaly Kaba (right) attempts a layup over defender Taylor Thompson (left) early in the first half of Tuesday 
nights game at the Patty Center. Baxter Bond / Sun Star

Brandon Davis (#31) going for a two point shot against Montana State Billings. Brandon scored 
22 of the Nanooks 83 points on Thursday Feb. 9 earning an 83-74 win. Max Mckernan / Sun Star

The Nanooks getting hyped before Thursdays game against Montana State Billings. The Nanooks 
went on to win against the Yellow Jackets 83- 74. Max Mckernan/ Sun Star

Najhee Matlock looks for an opening against Diante Mitchell late in the 
second half. UAF came storming back in the second, but ultimately lost.
Baxter Bond / Sun Star

Continued from pg. 1
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Sarah Riopelle can recal l 
watching a cartoon featuring 
Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” 
as a child. Now a student at UAF, 
Riopelle is playing the same piece in 
a concert hall, accompanied by the 
Fairbanks Symphony Orchestra. She 
is the first music minor to win the 
Concerto Competition in a decade.

For Riopelle, music, especially 
piano music, was a constant 
t h ro u g h o u t  h e r  ch i l d h o o d .

“My mom, when she came 
from China, she wanted to learn 
the piano,” Riopelle said. She and 
her sisters were all encouraged by 
their mother to learn to play piano.

The Fairbanks  Symphony 
Orchestra hosted their 26th annual 
Concerto Competition this January. 
The competition has three categories: 
one for children 12 and under, one for 
teens 13 through high school seniors 
and one for UAF students. The 
winners of  each of  these categories 
are given the chance to perform their 
piece onstage with the Symphony.

“It’s allowing people to have 
the chance where nor mal ly, 
in big cities, that’s not even 
a  poss ib i l i ty,”  Riopel le  sa id

Of  the 8 competitors in the 
contest’s UAF category, 7 were 
music majors with the exception of  
Rioppelle. She said all the competitors 
had a fair chance and praised her peers 
for being very devoted to their pieces.

“I’m still in shock over that, 
slightly. I know how hard I work, 
and I know how hard Scott has 
worked, and Rose, and all these 
other people who are music majors. 
It’s just insane,” Rioppelle said.

When she enrolled in UAF, 
Riopelle was planning to major in 
chemistry. She later switched to 
mechanical engineering. She hadn’t 
planned on taking any music related 
courses. This plan quickly changed.

“After that first semester I 
missed it so much that I decided I 
wanted to take lessons,” she said.

This  was  when she f i r s t 
reached out to Eduard Zilberkant. 
A few weeks later, Riopelle and 
Zilberkant met. Riopelle says she 
ran to the music department.

Zilberkant, a piano professor, 
remembers being impressed by 
Riopelle. When he first heard her 
play, he described recognizing 
her  “ t remendous  po ten t ia l” 
a n d  “ s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l i t y. ”

“I would say that her engineering 
major and the analytical and 
mathematical  aspects  of  her 
mind really help her practice and 
approach to learning pieces,” said 
Rose Crelli, one of  Riopelle’s 
close friends and a violist in the 

Fairbanks Symphony Orchestra.
Her colleagues and instructors 

agree that Riopelle is extraordinarily 
talented. Her roommate, Carie Navio, 
remembers sitting in her practice 
room and listening to her play.

“Sarah is talented, but she’s 
a l so  hard  work ing,”  Nav io 
wrote in an email. “She devotes 
a  lot  of  her t ime between 
engineering classes and music.”

“I practice a lot, or at least I 
try to. Last semester I averaged 
about 20 hours a week,” she said.

Riopelle believes the semester she 
spent away from music has increased 
her dedication to the art. In addition to 
her music practice, Riopelle enrolls in 
15 to 19 credits per semester, regularly 
meets with her senior design group, 
works two part-time jobs on campus 
and serves as the treasurer of  Tow 
Beta Pi, an engineering honor society.

Riopelle says at f irst  she 
was hesitant to compete, but at 
Zilberkant’s request she entered the 
competition, selecting “Rhapsody 
in Blue” as her competition piece 
out of  a long list of  other possible 
pieces. Riopelle started training 
for the competition in October.

R i o p e l l e  s ay s  t h e re ’s  a 
nostalgia factor to why she picked 
“Rhapsody in Blue”, but she 
also enjoys playing the piece.

“It’s like a freedom to be able to 
play rhapsody in general - it’s what 
you’re feeling at a moment. It’s an 
improvisation. Do you feel free? Do 
you not? Do you feel happy? The 
music is there, and you can put a 
different spin on it,” said Riopelle.

“You have to have the ability 
to play what’s on the page, but you 
have to go beyond it. If  you played 
every note correctly in the right 
rhythm of  what Gershwin wrote, the 
piece would really sound terrible,” 
Zilberkant said. “You have to go 
beyond that, and find the character 
of  the piece, the mood, the style.”

The youngest category was won 
by Cirdan Vonnahm, an 11 year old 
cellist. Vonnahm will perform the 
final movement of  the J.C. Bach/
Casadesus “Cello Concerto.” The 
teenage category was won by Joey 
Hogenson, an oboist and a junior 
in high school. Hogenson will 
perform the first movement from 
Haydn’s “Concerto for Oboe.”

Rioppelle says she’s exhilarated 
and anxious to perform. Both her 
parents will be attending the concert, 
as well as many of  her friends. She 
believes music will continue to be 
part of  her life after graduation.

The concert will be held in Davis 
Concert Hall on Feb. 19. The pre-
performance lecture by Zilberkant 
will begin at 3:30 p.m. and the 
performance will begin at 4 p.m.

Kael Knight
Sun Star

Music minor outshines major competition

Cirdan Vonnahm, 11, playing the cello in 
rehearsal with the Fairbanks Orchestra 
Symphony on Feb. 7. Cirdan won the pre-teen 
category of the Concerto Competition. He has 
been playing since he was 4 years old, getting 
his start in the studio of Peggy Schwartz.
Kael Knight/ Sun Star Sarah Riopelle explains her process and method in memorizing music in the Davis Concert Hall on Feb. 8. Riopelle will be performing 

Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” on Sunday, Feb. 19 with the Fairbanks Symphony Orchestra. Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Sarah Riopelle, here playing the piano, is the winner of the UAF student category in this year’s 
Fairbanks Symphony Orchestra Concerto Competition. Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Joey Hogenson, a high school junior and the winner of the Concerto Competition’s middle and 
high school category, performs the first movement of Haydn’s “Concerto for Oboe” in rehearsal. 
Joey began learning to play the oboe when he was 11 years old. He is now the principal oboist of 
the Fairbanks Youth Symphony. Kael Knight / Sun Star

Sarah Riopelle, in rehearsal Tuesday, Feb. 7. completed a particularly straining section of 
Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue.” She threw her arms up in the air after finishing her last note 
and then slammed them down in relief. Kael Knight / Sun Star
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After that she assumed she 
kept “getting plied with alcohol,” 
rendering her unable to give consent, 
Wattum told Alaska Public Media.

Calderara also stated “the 
respondent  knew or  should 
have known” that Wattum was 
incapacitated and unable to provide 
consent. He went on to state that the 
alleged rapist was not incapacitated 
by alcohol at time of  the incident.

“He knew that I was not able to 
give consent,” Wattum said. “He 
knew that and he did it anyway.”

C a l d e r a r a  i n f o r m e d 
Wattum he was pass ing his 

f indings  on to McCol lough.
McCollough confirmed the 

case was being processed by the 
Dean of  Students Office in early 
December and no disciplinary 
action had been taken at that point.

Wattum and her twin sister, 
Birdie, have since withdrawn from 
UAF and temporari ly moved 
to California to live with family 
and heal from the incident, 
Jessie said in an email on Dec. 7.

Birdie has s ince returned 
to Fairbanks and Jessie will be 
living with family in Palmer, 
according to a post on their mother 
Kate Wattum’s facebook page.

Campus police concluded an 
investigation into the case in October, 
passing the information to the district 
attorney with a suggested charge of  
sexual assault in the second degree. 
The DA declined to prosecute.

Whi l e  Wat tum and  he r 
sister are currently l iving in 
California, she expressed a desire 
to eventually return to UAF. This 
conclusion concerns her, however.

“I have to deal with seeing him, 
and it really showed me how much 
UAF cares about their rape victims,” 
Wattum said in her KUAC interview.

While the investigation has been 
concluded, both students involved 
still have the opportunity to appeal 
the results, according to UAF 
spokeswoman Marmian Grimes. 

While this case triggered public 

outcry among the student community, 
including protests, UA Regent and 
Title IX chair John Davies says that 
UAF followed the proper guidelines 
according the Title IX policies.

“There was an investigation, there 
was an adjudication and there were 
consequences,” Davies told KUAC. 
“And it’s my belief  that all of  those 
followed both our regent policies 
and national Title IX policies.”

Title IX is a section of  the United 
States Education amendments of  
1972, stating: “no person in the 
United States shall, on the basis of  
sex, be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under 
any education program or activity 
receiving Federal financial assistance.”

NEWS

Zion T.
OO

I found out about Zion T. 
around this time of  last year. I 
never really followed up on him 
until 88rising featured “Complex 

lil tracy
TRACYS MANGA

Lil Tracy used to go by Yung 
Bruh. He is the son of  one half  of  
Shabazz Palaces. Like his father, 
he resides in Seattle, Washington 
as a member of  the emotional trap 
collective THRAXXHOUSE.

“Don’t Fit (Prod. Captain 
Crunch Beats)” kicks the album off 
with a ton of  magic. Nothing fits in 

Crush
wonderlust

Black Kray
SADBOY EP

(featuring G-Dragon)” on their 
channel. That’s about when I realized 
I got to stop sleeping on this dude.

“Cinema” is an indie jazz song 
about a girl who reminds him of  a 
film. He calls her a “살색 스크린” 
or silk-colored screen. He rides in the 
passenger seat of  her grey car, and 
he’s wondering if  he is just a cameo 
in her scene.

In “The Song,” Zion explains his 
writing process in the lyrics. He was 
thinking about someone all day and 
hummed this song in his bathtub. The 
chorus says that he hopes this song 
does not get popular, because it’s for a 
special someone.

“Comedian” is a short and sleek 
song. Its got a dark jazz piano chords 

anyone’s jeans in the song. The next 
song, “Come Again” has the same 
producer, but is less cray.

“Like A Glock” is a collaboration 
with Famous Dex produced by 
Bighead. Tracy raps a lot like early 
Dex before Dexter arrives on the 
track. As in, he says the song name 
over and over to the beat. Dex has 
heavy autotune and does his classic 
flow with some singing.

Big Head collaborates on the beat 
of  “Orange Chicken” with 12million. 
The song is about Chinese food and 
snacks.

UnoTheActivist appears for 
“Rackaid.” The hook sounds a lot like 
Migos. Luckily the beat saves the song.

“Wait Hollup ..” is an amazing 
track that came out last summer but 
appears on this album. It uses skrt 
and skirt interchangeably much to the 
same effect of  Kodak Black’s “Purp” 
that came out a month before this 

Crush is another Kpop artists I 
have been meaning to listen to but 
never got around to it till now.

He’s different than other Kpop 
rappers like Zion T., G-Dragon, Yong 
Jun-hyung in that he has the softest 
voice of  all of  them.

“wanderlust”, not to be confused 
with the Wild Beats song of  the same 
name, is just about wanting to leave a 
frustrating city.

“2411” is a kind of  sad song. Crush 
is riding a bus with an empty stomach 
and frantic about his entrance exams. 

Y’all probably sick of  all these sad 
lil boys by now. In the midst of  all the 
shits, there is one who has kept it the 
realest. Black Kray aka Gvcci Kray 
aka Lil Rari aka Lil Shye aka Baby 
Moet aka Foreighn Jetski aka Ferrari 
Kray aka IcedOutUzi has been 
keeping it one hunnid since Myspace 
days. He has rare Lil B tracks from 
2010 featuring the upcoming “Black 
Ken” mixtape artwork.

There is even a 5 hour and 55 
minute skate video on his YouTube 
channel from ’08 when he was one 
week into school.

bouncing off a bass guitar. The lyrics 
are about how he passes the days by 
while people laugh at him because 
they don’t get him.

“Sorry” features Beenzino who 
bring a more masculine vibe to a 
cheery song. In the chorus Zion 
calls himself  a dunce in front of  a 
chalkboard. He asks his hyungs (older 
brothers) who are married and they 
tell him to apologize right away.

“Bad guys” is about wanting to 
be rich in order to buy love but never 
being satisfied. “Complex” is about 
having a psychological complex and 
therefore being more complex than 
the magazine (Complex).

track.
D P  B e a t s  p ro d u c e s  fo r 

“Minajatwa”. The production is 
interesting. There is a shimmer synth 
in the background swinging in stereo, 
but its hardly audible. I learned from 
Young Thug’s engineer, Alex Tumay, 
that’s what happens when you apply 
the shimmer effect. It ramps up the 
mid-side frequencies of  a channel, but 
the channel becomes lost in the mix 
on most sound systems.

Tracy ’s  THRAXXHOUSE 
companion Horse Head appears 
for the last track on the album. 
They name drop GBC (Goth 
Boi Clique) repeatedly as this is 
what they also rep as a sub group 
w i t h i n  T H R A X X H O U S E . 
THRAXXHOUSE was founded 
by Mackned and Key Nyata, but 
GothBoiClique was something Cold 
Hart (Jayyeah) came up with in his 
“WORTHLESS” album.

He daydreams about being on stage 
with Whitney Houston. He is hungry 
and trying to live up to his family and 
friends’ expectations. Bus 2411 is the 
same bus he rides everyday, but no 
longer exists. Because it disappeared 
with his neighborhood.

“Nostalgia” is about forgetting. He 
says “괜한 투정도 괜찮아요,” which 
translates into, “It’s okay to have a bad 
feeling.” “Fall” is about falling in love 
but not wanting to. He feels as though 
one day lasts forever because he really 
misses somebody.

Black Kray got put on by Kane 
Grocerys, and Xavier Wulf  back when 
he went by Ethelwulf. He then started 
giving back opportunities to Nedarb 
Nagrom and the Swedish Sadboys 
from Stockholm.

People like Lil Peep, Warhol.
ss, etc. need to give SickBoyRari his 
props for paving the road for them. 
Listen to the EP (it slaps), watch the 
documentary “Told By the Legend 
Himself ” and stay tuned for review of  
“Black Ken” whenever that drops.

RIYL: 21 Savage, Chief  Keef, Lil 
Peep, Warhol.ss, Yung Lean

Lil’ music reviews
A bi-weekly column by Alan Fearns, General Manager at KSUA

The UAF Leadership, Involvement 
& Volunteer Experience Office 
held a silent auction to help raise 
money for their Alternative Spring 
Break program on Feb. 9, which 
takes a group of  students outside 
Fairbanks to do volunteer work.

“This is by far our biggest money 
maker for Alternative Spring Break,” 
Heidi Shepard, student involvement 
coordinator for the LIVE Program, 
said. “Since all the items are 
donated, there’s no overhead costs, 
so we get to keep all the profit.”

The items being auctioned off  
catered to many different prospective 
buyers. Clothes sat next to alcohol-
themed gift baskets; a Hello-Kitty-
inspired Valentine’s Day cake sat 
amidst similar confectioneries; jewelry 
bordered photo-prints and art pieces, 
while the electronics section and the 
Nintendo Gamecube drew interest.

T h e  f u n d r a i s e r  w a s 
n o t  a l w a y s  s o  d i v e r s e .

“When we first started doing 
it five or six years ago, it started out 
as a dessert auction. We would do 
it the Thursday before Valentine’s 
day, and everyone would make 
desserts and we’d silent auction them 
off,” Shepard said. “Since then, 
it’s evolved into a bigger event.”

The Alternative Spring Break 
Program selects students through an 
application process to travel outside 
of  Fairbanks to make a positive 
impact on other communities. 
This year, the ASB is raising funds 
to travel to San Francisco to help 
rebuild the environment following 
several earthquakes and forest fires.

The ASB Silent Auction was 
held in tandem with a fundraiser 
at The Pub on Friday, where 
macaroni and cheese and shredded 
beef  were sold. At the time of  this 
publication, the final total for both 
events is not known, but profits for 
the Silent Auction exceed $1,200.

David Jones
Sun Star

Silent 
auction 
benefits 
Alternative 
Spring 
Break

Rape case closed
Continued from pg. 1
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‘Nook on the Street
Last week on Saturday Feb. 4 the pub hosted the Caravan of  Glam, a traveling drag show group. This 

week we asked students, how do you feel about these sorts of  performances on campus?

Jolie Murray, civil engineering, 
sophomore

Sarah Wilbur, biological sciences, 
graduate student

Merry Verhagen, elementary 
education, junior

“If  people want to go to it they can 
go. It’s not going to affect me if  I 
don’t go or if  I do go”

“I feel like these sort of  performances 
on our campus is a really wonderful 
way for us to express our diversity 
and I like having a variety of  
performances that students can be 
exposed to and can enjoy.”

“I don’t really go to the pub cause 
its doesn’t really follow my religious 
beliefs. I don’t really drink, so I’m 
not really for it as far as myself  but if  
other people want to do that I think 
that’s their business, so that’s up to 
them.”

Josh Fontana, english and 
philosophy, senior

Shane Ohms, civil engineering, 
junior

“I think it’s fine. People have the 
freedom to do whatever they feel is 
appropriate.”

“I can’t go to the pub but a drag 
show just sounds kind of  dumb, I 
think it’s stupid.”

Kimberly Pikok, wildlife biology 
and conservation, freshman

Troy Poulsen, communications 
and dispute resolution, 
graduate student

“I don’t mind watching drag ‘cause I 
like watching makeup tutorials. And 
one of  my favorite youtubers is a 
guy, and he puts on makeup and he 
talks about the drag scene a lot and 
its really interesting to hear about 
it.”

“I think they offer students perspectives 
that they may not have from where they 
come from. They get to see entertainment 
that’s national entertainment. These 
people have been on multiple shows. 
One of  the new performers actually was 
on American Idol and the others were on 
America’s Got Talent so the Pub does a 
great job bringing world class talent to 
Fairbanks which is sometimes starving 
for things to do. They offer people to see 
that things like gender aren’t just male 
and female and it can expand a whole 
spectrum of  what gender means and 
what entertainment can be too.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Max Erickson / Sun Star

Sun Star Picks: UAF and 
community events

The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 14
Its Valentine’s Day. It’s the perfect day 
to take your sweetheart out on a 
romantic date whether you stay in 
with a home cooked dinner and a movie 
or go out and hit the town. Or maybe 
you’re single but that’s no excuse 
not to treat yourself. Take yourself  
on a “me date!” Fairbanks has lots of  
different events happening this Valentine’s 
Day. Like Hobo Jim’s Valentine’s Day 
show at Ivory Jacks from 7 - 11 p.m. 
Hobo Jim is an Alaskan Legend and has 
been known for being a foot-stompin’, 
stage-breaking powerhouse performer and 
he will surely get your dates feet a tappin’. 
– Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor 

If  the state’s budget crisis has you 
too worried to think about romance, 
you can check out a lecture 5 p.m. at 
Schiable Auditorium. The director 
of  the state Department of  Management 
and Budget, Pat Pitney, will be speaking on 
just how screwed we are. The lecture is 
highly free, and likely to be terrifying, so 
maybe it would have been more topical for 
Halloween, but oh well. – Spencer Tordoff / 
Editor-in-Chief

Wednesday / 15
Happy cheap chocolate day! Today’s the 
day all those cutesy chocolate valentine 
hearts usually go on sale. Go to your 
favorite grocery *cough*freds*cough* 
and buy as much chocolate as your little 
heart desires. Treat yo self. – Molly Putman 
/ Layout Editor

Thursday / 16
The Pub is hosting another great tasting! 
Kassik’s Brewery will be having a 
tasting at 6 p.m. featuring some of  
their best brews! $10 per person an 
evening of  fun, friends and delicious beer. 
– Erin Granger / Staff Writer

Friday / 17
No valentine’s date yet this week? 
Why not attend a lecture about 
scientometrics and genomics given 
by Kevin Winker, a diploid human 
researcher, in the Murie Auditorium 
at 3 p.m. If  that information doesn’t 
make you more attractive to the opposite 
sex than I don’t know what does. – Josh 
Hartman / Staff Writer

Saturday / 18
The Chinese Student Association is 
hosting their yearly Chinese New 
Year celebration today from 5:30-9 
p.m. Though I’ve been out of  the game 
for too long to know, this strikes me as 
being pretty good date material, as 
there will be homemade Chinese food and 
performances for the holiday. However, 
it’s also probably worth considering if  
you’re a person who enjoys Chinese food. 
Tickets are $16 in advance, and a 
simple Google search will turn up the full 
details–but be warned, the 2017 event is 
the third entry. – Spencer Tordoff / Editor-
in-Chief

Sunday / 19
Just a reminder, Valentine’s Day 
chocolate is probably still on sale. 
Stock up while you still can. Also, if  
you’re not one for mushiness and romance, 
you know “A Cure for Wellness” came 
out this week right? It’s a psychological 
thriller, which means, according to my 
own personal brand, I have to go see it this 
Sunday. You should too, if  these movies 
are your thing. – Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Monday / 20
Go on over to the Schaible Auditorium 
at 5:30 p.m. for a free lecture and 
discussion on the uses of  alternative 
sources of  energy when it comes to 
growing your own food. Taught by Art 
Nash of  UAF and Tim Prather from the 
University of  Tennessee extension, this 
lecture is sure to give you some food for 
thought. – Ben Ellis / Web Editor

Letters from the Editor:

Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Failing, flailing

As I write this editorial our student 
government’s leadership is in Juneau, 
trying to convince the state legislature 
not to slash funding for the University 
of  Alaska. It’s a noble effort, but 
I suspect they’re seeking support 
from the wrong people; they might 
have more luck petitioning Yahweh, 
Vishnu or a deity of  their choice. The 
state budget is barreling toward an 
economic brick wall–and nobody in 
the capitol is willing to hit the brakes.

It’s easy to get wrapped up in the 
worries of  cuts and reductions–they’re 
a threat our school has faced more or 
less since its founding. But it isn’t just 
the UA system that faces an existential 
crisis anymore, it’s the State of  Alaska 
as a whole. The operations of  our 
government, and by association our 
university, are based on a revenue 
system that can no longer function.

There are some who believe, 
given the rhetoric of  the new national 
leadership, that a renewed emphasis 
on hydrocarbons will bolster the 
state’s finances. The uncomfortable 
truth is that cheaper sources like 
natural gas, combined with the 
reduced cost of  renewable energy 
sources, indicate that the royalties and 
taxes charged on oil leaving Alaska 
will not be enough to keep us afloat.

Even with such a regressive 
approach to energy production, 
Alaskans will not be the people to 
benefit. Production costs in the 49th 
state are much higher than other 
oil fields in North America, much 
less in the mideast. If  completed, 
the Keystone and Dakota Access 
pipelines will be filled with Canadian, 
not Alaskan, oil. The environmental 
deterioration of  climate change will 
continue to ravage our shores and 
habitats, but we’ll be lucky to see 

even a fraction of  the fiscal benefits.
Our legislators, meanwhile, are 

ignorantly optimistic about the future 
of  hydrocarbon production in the 
state. Unwilling to consider income or 
sales taxes that might lend a modicum 
of  stability to state budgeting, they 
cross their fingers for a price upswing 
in the next couple years to bolster 
their fortunes, playing chicken with a 
sea change that is not a matter of  “if,” 
but of  “when.” No, the legislature 
has little concern for the long-term 
ramifications of  the state tax system–
ramifications that will be faced by 
our generation and those to come.

Though I hope to be proven 
wrong, I’m willing to bet the next 
several years are going to be extremely 
painful for the state. Without new 
revenue, the house and senate will 
override our besieged governor and 
drain our available savings without 
any means of  replenishing the 
wells. State services will be cut to 
the bone, then discarded, without 
making a significant dent in the 
size of  the deficit. Then, when the 
situation could be no more dire, 
they will ignore the cries of  their 
constituencies and gut the Permanent 
Fund, effectively cooking the golden 
egg-laying goose and making the 
future measurably worse for Alaskans.

It doesn’t need to be like this. With 
a little pragmatism, the legislature 
could implement taxes that spread 
the burden between residents, visitors, 
military and outside workers alike. 
A willingness to discuss new income 
could reverse our governmental 
fortunes. It’d be a painful choice 
in the short term, but taxes could 
help us save our state’s remarkable 
capital resources, which would 
continue to steady government and 
enrich citizens well into the future.

But, even with my limited 
knowledge of  Alaska history, I know 
better than to hope for such sensibility 
from the Capitol Building. So godspeed 
to our intrepid student and university 
leaders, but it might be easier and 
just as productive to start praying.
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E-Learning and Fisheries may be up 
for the next round of  cuts stemming from 
phase two of  the Strategic Pathways 
Initiative, UA President Johnsen’s 
plan to restructure the universities.

Despite recent votes from both 
UAA and UAF faculty senate expressing 
no confidence in Johnsen’s actions 
and decisions, the president says the 
process is continuing as planned.

Along with e-Learning and the 
fisheries department, smaller community 
campuses and the Health programs 
such as nursing and allied health will 
be examined, as well as administrative 
areas such as human resources, 
university relations, student services 
and institutional research. While the 
administrative areas of  focus are human 
resources, university relations, student 
services and institutional research.

New areas of  focus are not the 
only changes to be implemented 
in this new phase. While university 
input was gathered during Phase one, 
it arrived in the form of  crowded 
public forums which often resulted 
in little productivity, Johnsen said.

Phase two will include a series 
of  smaller, focused meetings with 
the faculty and staff  of  the affected 
areas of  focus to inform them of  
potential changes and narrow down 
options. These will replace many of  
public forums held during phase one.

“It’s going to take a lot more 
time,” Johnsen said. “But I think 
it’s an improvement in the ability 
for affected people to have voice.”

By meeting with affected faculty 
and staff, Johnsen hopes to ease some 
of  the resentment expressed during 
Phase I about a lack of  communication 
between faculty and administration. 
This comes just days after the UAF 
faculty senate joined UAA in voting no 
confidence in Johnsen’s decisions and 
actions regarding Strategic Pathways.

“When I review these options 
with the Board of  Regents, I will be 
able to provide input from the faculty 
and staff  that are directly affected 
and directly involved,” Johnsen said.

A s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s e c o n d 
phase, new areas of  focus will 
be examined for quali ty,  cost 
effectiveness, fiscal sustainability, 
student access and community 
impact,  according to Johnsen.

The regents will be briefed on 
the gathered input from faculty 
and senate during their scheduled 
meeting in Anchorage, March 2-3.

Beginning in April, a second series 
of  meetings will be held to inform faculty 
of  narrowed down choices and options 
for moving forward prior to the regents 
final decision in June, Johnsen said.

Teams have already been created 
to map out potential areas of  focus 
and decisions for Phase three. While 
some work will be done over the 
summer, much of  the third phase will 
likely happen during Fall semester 
2017, after faculty and students return 
to campus, according to Johnsen.

“We are proceeding,” Johnsen 
said. “The Board of  Regents strongly 
supports the Strategic Pathways process 
and we’re moving forward with it.”

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Maximilian Erickson
Sun Star

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Johnsen 
launches 
phase two 
of Strategic 
Pathways

Faculty senate votes no confidence in Johnsen

New areas of focus 
for Phase II 
Academic Areas

e-Learning
Fisheries
Community campuses
Health programs

Administrative Areas
Human Resources
University Relations
Student Services
Institutional Research

The UAF Faculty Senate passed a 
resolution Monday, Feb. 6 expressing a 
lack of  confidence in the decisions and 
actions of  UA System President Jim 
Johnsen and his Strategic Pathways 
plan for university restructuring 
and cuts. The vote mirrors a similar 
“no confidence” vote passed by the 
UAA Faculty Senate earlier this year.

“Under Strategic Pathways, 
substantive and long-lasting decisions 
about major changes to academic 
programs have been announced 
without providing a careful analysis 
of  the impact of  those changes 
and without coordinating with 
affected faculty,” the resolution read.

Johnsen’s actions have left 
faculty and campus administration 
out of  the decision making process, 
according to the resolut ion.

“The… vote should be seen 
as an expression of  frustration at 
the way Strategic Pathways has 
vacillated in its vision,” Alexander 
Hirsch, a political science professor 
and member of  the faculty senate, 
said. “[It has] introduced a climate 
of  confusion and uncertainty 
for students, staff  and faculty.”

J o h n s e n  s a y s  h i s 
a c t i o n s  w e r e  j u s t i f i e d .

“It’s the faculty senate’s job 
to provide input and ideas,” 
Johnsen said. “But it’s the board of  
regents job and my responsibility 
to actual ly  make decis ions.”

Fur ther more,  the  facu l ty 
senate feels that a “one size 
fits all” approach to university 
restructuring would ultimately do a 
disservice to the unique campuses 
and would cost more in the end.

“The uncertainty and disruption 
distract faculty from serving the 
educational mission of  the university,” 
the resolution read. “And have caused 
both promising junior faculty and 
senior faculty to leave the university.”

The pressure is  too high 
not to act, Johnsen said, but he 
understands that times are tough.

“There is very real pressure 
on us. This budget situation is 
unprecedented and we have some very 
hard decisions to make,” Johnsen said. 
“But I get that’s really tough time now. 
There’s a lot of  fear, there’s a lot of  
anxiety, there’s a lot of  uncertainty.”

Compared to three years ago 
UAF havs 927 fewer employees in the 
UA system, 264 of  which are faculty.

The resolution cited a severe lack 
of  consistency in Johnsen’s decision 
making, with the president changing 
his mind on a month-to-month basis.

The resolution made note of  
a decision made by Johnsen and 
the Board of  Regents to pursue a 
NCAA waiver or consortium model 
for athletics in September 2016. The 
plan was altered to instead cut six 
teams from UA athletics in October. 
Ultimately neither decision was 
pursued, and no action was taken 
with regard to the athletics program.

Also noted were Johnsen’s plans 
for the UA’s school of  education 
structure. The elimination of  
education degree programs in the 
system was announced in September 
2016. That plan was changed in 
November to making UAF the 
headquarters of  a new statewide 
education degree. By November, the 
plan had again changed to making 
UAS the headquarters of  the program.

S t u d e n t  r e s p o n s e s  t o 
t h e  n e w s  w e r e  c a u t i o u s .

“I don’t know whether or 
not it was good that the senate is 
doing what they’re doing, but I’m 
assuming they’ve got some smart 
people in there,” Benson Hoover, a 
petroleum engineering student, said.

Whi le  the  facul ty  senate 
recognized the financial problems 
facing university, they felt the 
actions of  President Johnsen 
actively harmed the university.

“The vote today is a clear sign 
that the administration must work 
more closely with faculty as the 
university moves forward in making 
budget decisions,” Hirsch said.

All things considered, Johnsen says 
he does see room for improvement.

“I absolutely respect the voice 
of  our faculty and I will defend their 
diverse points of  view,” Johnsen 
said. “We can and should do a 
better job with more focused input.”

The UAA facul ty  senate 
previously voted no confidence 
i n  Jo h n s e n  o n  Ja n .  1 3 .

Rui Guo, a new member of the Frozen Lenses Photography Club, photographs a toy moose, experimenting with forced perspective during a 
macro photography demo. Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

NEWS

Club Spotlight: Frozen Lenses
The Frozen Lenses Photography 

Club is showing “Exposed: A Group 
Exhibition” at the UAF Gallery near 
the Great Hall. The exhibit, made up 
of  52 images from 17 group members, 
will be in the gallery for all of  February.

“Exposed” showcases the diverse 
expertises and interests of  the 
club’s members. The exhibition’s 
name is a play on diction used 
among  photog rapher s ,  w i th 
“exposed” being the final product 
of  the development process.

The club will be holding a special 
event Valentine’s week from Feb. 13-
17 called “Heart My Photo” which 
will allow gallery visitors to participate 
in a holiday-themed giveaway.

Frozen Lenses  charges  a 
membership fee of  $15 per semester, 
which helps fund guest speakers, 
food for meetings and purchasing 
equipment for demos and member 
rentals. Members sometimes receive 
discounts on gallery visits, inclusion 
in the club showing and a personal 
page on the club website. Meetings 

are every Thursday at 6 p.m. in 
room 313 in the Bunnell building.

Jason Lazarus, an adjunct 
professor and technician, helped 
create Frozen Lenses around 2006. 
Charles Mason, the club’s faculty 
sponsor, ended up taking the 
remaining funds for a previously failed 
camera club and contributing to the 
creation of  Frozen Lens. In fall of  
2015 through the combined effort of  
Charlotte Peterson, Kathryn Reichert 
and Sarah Manriquez Frozen Lens 
has become “bigger than ever.”

“They are in a very active period 
for Frozen Lenses. There is a lot of  
energy in the group. Their first juried 
competition, titled Circumpolar, is 
coming up. Jeff Shultz, a well-known 
photographer from Anchorage, 
is coming to jury the entries,” 
Mason said. “I love their energy 
in pursuing all these activities.”

Frozen Lenses seeks to allow 
students to work on their own 
technique while seeing what 
others  are  working on and 
collaborating to further their skill.

The club will also feature two 
more shows after “Exposed.” These 
shows are “2017 Peter MacKeith 

Memorial Photography Exhibition: 
Ascension” and the “State-wide 
juried Exhibition: Circumpolar.”

The “Peter MacKeith Memorial 
Photography Exhibition” is a 
collaborative effort between the 
Student Activities Office and Frozen 
Lenses to create an adventure 
themed show honoring UAF 
student Peter MacKeith and allow 
students to share their passion for 
the outdoors. MacKeith was a 
doctoral student in the late 1970s. 
Following his death an endowment 
fund was created to support amateur 
photography. The show will be 
presented on March 3 from 5-8 
p.m. and will be up until March 17. 
The show winners will receive prizes 
be featured in Clarity magazine.

Before  “State-wide jur ied 
Exhibition: Circumpolar” there 
were only two other state-wide 
juried exhibitions. It was through 
the efforts Frozen Lens that the third 
state wide juried exhibition will be 
added. The show is meant to express 
life in northern areas specifically 
targeting the circumpolar region. 
The exhibit will be featured from 
April 7-29 at Ursa Major Distilling.

The Club Spotlight takes a look at various clubs and highlights student interests and activities on the UAF campus.
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By  Mason SchoemakerNaturally Perspiring

COMICS

This Alaskan Agent comic originally ran in the Polar Star on April. 27, 1973.

Do you draw comics? Freelance for us! Come to our freelancer 
meetings at 1 p.m. Sundays in room 305, Consitution hall for 
more details! Make mad cash and see your work on this page!
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4c Resources for your 
college questions

When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the 
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.

We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families 
find answers to their college questions:

•  CollegeSTEPS® program: sign up to receive college planning tips, tools, and 
resources by email at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps

•  Student Center: whether you are in high school, preparing for college,
or about to graduate, we’re here to support you every step of the way at 
wellsfargo.com/studentcenter

•  Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire
college experience at blogs.wf.com/studentloandown/

•  Calculators and money management: view our private student loan products 
and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information.
University Branch • 794 University Ave. • 907-474-4100
Gaffney Branch • 620 Gaffney Rd. • 907-459-4373
Cushman Branch • 613 Cushman • 907-459-4373
Bentley Branch • 40 College Rd. • 907-459-4363

© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (3519603_19583)

AWARDS UP 
TO $5,000
PROJECT FUNDING FOR

 � Any undergraduate student
 � Any year
 � Any discipline

APPLICATION DEADLINE
 � February 26, 2017

INFO AT
 � www.uaf.edu/ursa

fromfrom

APPLY NOW FOR
SUMMER RESEARCH AND 

CREATIVE PROJECT FUNDING

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.


