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After two terms of  interim 
leadership, and with the position soon 
to be vacant, UAF is once again looking 
to fill the position of  chancellor.

This will be the second search 
for a permanent UAF chancellor in 
as many years. A previous search 
resulted in no hires and the search 
was suspended as the board of  
regents mulled unifying the UA 
campuses under statewide leadership. 
Dana Thomas was selected as 
the second interim chancellor 
in as many years to fill the gap.

This search will be more locally 
focused with lower overhead 
than the last search, according to 
Johnsen. The previous search was 
carried out on a national scale.

“I’m not going to spend 
$100,000 on our search to help 
us with this,” UA President Jim 
Johnsen said. “We’re going to be 
a little lower key and get the word 
out through less formal channels.”

G i v e n  t h e  l o c a l i z e d 
search, the position is being 
p r o m i n e n t l y  a d v e r t i s e d .

“It’s being advertised in the 
Chronicle of  Higher Education and 
that’s the important one,” Johnsen 
said. “That’s where people look.”

If  you were to imagine Alaska 
as a single household, the annual 
income has dropped more than 80 
percent and the “savings account” 
has been drained from $130,000 to 
only $25,000. The state deficit is a 
$3 billion problem, Pat Pitney said.

Pitney was the state budget 
director in 2015 and is the current 
director of  Alaska’s Office of  
Management and Budget. On 
Feb. 14, Pitney gave a lecture in 
Schaible Auditorium on Governor 
Walker’s Fiscal Plan for FY 2018.

There are three steps to solving 
the budget crisis, according to Pitney. 
The state must reduce spending, 
draw from the Permanent Fund 
Dividend to support state services 
and increase revenue. To do this, 
the Governor’s proposed plan 
includes a Motor Fuel tax increase, 
the Permanent Fund Protection 
Act and a broad-based income tax.

Pitney emphasized that the 
budget has already been significantly 
cut. She cited some examples like 
that twenty-five health centers, 
t rooper  po s t s ,  ma in tenance 

A senate bill to allow concealed 
carry of  firearms on UA campuses 
will remain gridlocked in the Alaska 
State House for the indefinite future, 
according to House democrats.

“The majority in my caucus, 
including myself, support the right 
to keep and bear arms,” Andrew 
Josephson (D), an Anchorage 
representative, said. “But we think 
that the university environment 

stations and Department of  Justice 
Offices around Alaska have closed.

“Cost  cons iderat ions  and 
reducing spending is important … 
but even the most draconian amount 
that people are talking about for 
spending is way less than ten percent 
of  our problem,” Pitney said. “The 
problem we have is revenue and 
we’ve got to have a revenue solution.”

The proposed motor fuel tax is 
projected to earn $40 million in the 
first year and $80 million in the second.

“The longer the state goes without 
a revenue solution, the ore uncertainty 
there is in our economy,” Pitney said. 
“Businesses need certainty to invest. 
The businesses that have money … 
often times they’ll want their money 
to work for them so they’ll invest out 
of  state rather than in state because 
of  the uncertainty. So we’re foregoing 
all of  that until we solve this problem 
as well as losing a lot of  jobs and 
watching people leave the state.”

Pitney answered a question about 
how to talk to legislators about the 
budget. The legislator might say that 
they’re looking various programs 
that could receive cuts, however, 
there is a $3 billion deficit so more 
than just small cuts need to be made.

is not the right environment for 
people to have open carry or 
even concealed carry. We think 
that is not going to end happily.”

While some students support 
concealed carry  in  general , 
t h ey  e x p r e s s e d  o p p o s i t i o n 
to  the  prac t ice  on-campus.

“Personally, I can understand 
the concept of  concealed carry and 
I like that we have the option in this 
state,” Jeremiah Klejka, a senior 
studying information technology, said. 
“But I don’t think the university is 

somewhere that you need to or should 
concealed carry, especially because 
things can get pretty heated in 
classrooms and discussions. It would 
just be bad to add guns into that mix.”

ASUAF senator and Russian 
studies student Georgia Durden 
shared  Kle jka ’s  s en t iment s .

“I think that allowing guns 
on  campus  would  ser ious ly 
inhibit the learning environment 
h o n e s t l y, ”  D u r d e n  s a i d .

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

25-year-old Matt Hall became the second-youngest musher to take the crown of Yukon Quest Champion as he rolled into Fairbanks at 12:04 
p.m. last Tuesday. Hall, originally from Eagle, Alaska, is a second-generation Quest champion and finished with a time of 10 days, 1 hour and 7 
minutes. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star
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Concealed carry bill shot down

Victoria Milton (#1) plays an aggressive offensive game against Seattle Pacific on Feb. 16. 
Victoria helped the Nanooks win a close game. Max McKernan / Sun Star
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Senators passed a resolution 
to better inform students about 
feedback opportunities regarding 
the  second phase  o f  UA’s 
Strategic Pathways initiative, UA 
President Jim Johnsen’s plan to 
restructure the university system.

An initiative meeting held 
earlier this year was intended to 
be open to students, however due 
to miscommunication between 
departments, the student body 
was never  infor med of  the 
meeting.  The resolution was 
passed in response to this mishap.

The resolution had a rocky start. 

While on a recent trip to a remote 
cabin on the bank of  the frozen Yukon 
River, I was treated to a night sky that 
was free from light pollution. I stood 
shivering under a purple-black ceiling 
that was crowded with a billion stars.

Suddenly, a star caught my 
attention by gliding steadily across 
the sky. It seemed to be moving 
very fast, and it featured a constant 
white light; it wasn’t twinkling like 
the other stars. I was about to roust 
my cabin mates for a look at a UFO 
when I remembered what I was 
looking at-a man-made satellite.

My sighting was no reason 
to wake anybody, according to 
Dirk Lummerzheim, a research 
associate professor of  aeronomy 
at the Geophysical  Inst i tute.

“There  are  hundreds  o f  
them,” he said of  satel l i tes 
orbiting about 300 miles overhead. 
“It’s crowded with satellites.”

Lummerzheim knows many by 
name because much of  his research 

Moments after it was introduced, 
Senator Cordero Reid pointed out 
the initial draft presented during the 
meeting did not have a statement 
of  purpose, which invalidated it 
according to ASUAF bylaws. A five 
minute recess was called to allow for 
the amendment of  the resolution. 
An updated version with a mission 
statement was presented and passed 
after a few minor clerical amendments.

Another suggestion to improve 
student feedback opportunities 
was presented by Brian Holst, who 
suggested allowing ASUAF senators 
to work office hours at information 
tables around campus instead of  in 
the ASUAF office. His hope is that this 

depends on the information sent 
back to Earth from satellites. He’ll be 
plugging information from the soon-
to-be launched Polar satellite into 
computer models in an attempt to 
better understand the ionosphere, the 
outermost shell of  Earth’s atmosphere.

“Satellite” is a term borrowed from 
astronomy to describe man-made 
space-craft we put in orbit around the 
Earth or other planets. The moon, 
for example, is a natural satellite 
orbiting Earth in an egg-shaped path.

Satellites such as the one I saw are 
probably military, weather, or Earth-
observing satellites, Lummerzheim 
said. These types of  satellites, 
designed to get a sneaky or large-
scale view of  the world, all orbit close 
enough (about 300 to 600 miles up) to 
be seen as they reflect sunlight. These 
spacecraft will often seem to disappear 
when streaking across the night sky, a 
phenomenon caused when a satellite’s 
orbit takes it behind Earth’s shadow.

Unless it crashes into space 
debris, a satellite could orbit Earth 
perpetually, Lummerzheim said. 
Because there’s no air friction in 
outer space, a satellite revolves 

would make feedback more convenient 
to provide and increase visibility and 
awareness of  the ASUAF among the 
student body. Senate Chair Anderson-
Agimuk suggested that Holst 
collaborate with the committee on 
Public Relations on this proposition.

The initiative, started by Johnsen 
to address budget shortfalls, includes 
controversial cuts to programs 
considered to have low enrollment 
or too expensive to maintain.

Appointments:
Senator Molly O’Scannell to chair 
the Internal Affairs Committee, 
replacing Senator Ivik Henry.

around a planet because of  two 
forces; the centrifugal force that 
blasted the satellite into space, 
and the planet’s gravitational pull.

Before a satellite is launched 
aboard a rocket or carried on the 
space shuttle, scientists calculate 
how much thrust is needed to place 
a satellite into orbit at a given height 
above Earth. Once the satellite is 
slung to the proper elevation, it 
finds a balance between centrifugal 
and gravitational forces and cruises 
along an orbital path. While visible 
satellites that eyeball Earth orbit at a 
relatively low elevation, satellites that 
carry many of  our phone calls and 
live television programs are stationed 
about 22, 240 miles away. At this 
elevation, satellites take 24 hours 
to orbit. This nifty feature allows 
scientists to “park” satellites above a 
spot on the equator. Although they still 
move, these geostationary satellites 
sit in the same spot relative to Earth.

From their  lof ty  perches, 
geostationary satellites can reach 
one-third of  Earth’s surface at 
once, which is handy for bouncing 
phone signals all over the globe.

If  we call Germany from Alaska, 
for example, our signal may travel 
quite a distance. After dialing 
Germany, computers in local phone 
companies instantly decide whether to 
route the call by ground line or satellite.

If  a satellite connection is free, a 
computer directs the phone signal 
from a ground station to the satellite. 
If  the satellite finds no direct link to 
Germany, it may route the signal back 
to a ground station somewhere else, 
say in Florida. From there, the signal 
might be directed back to a satellite, 
which then finds a connection at a 
ground station in Germany, sends 
the signal down and connects it by 
ground line to the phone of  the 
person being called. In the seconds 
the connection is made, the signal 
has logged almost 100,000 miles.

Even though the signal is going the 
speed of  light, the incredible mileage 
it has traveled sometimes results in 
an uncomfortable delay, in which two 
callers often end up talking at the same 
time. Combine that with the miles 
phone signals have covered and you’ve 
got what I call a lengthy conversation.

Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

Ned Rozell
Alaska Science Forum
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Streaking satellites clutter the night sky
March 5, 1996

ASUAF is the elected student 
government of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.  The student 
government recieves around 
$500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the 
Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert 
Board as well as student groups 
and services. Meetings are held 
weekly and are open to the public.

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters must 
be received by 5 p.m. Friday in 
order to be run in the next issue.  
All letters are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

Senators endeavor to engage students

Correction: The February 14 story "Rape case closed, assailant's wrist slapped" reported that the Title IX case had been closed. Though 
the Title IX investigation closed two months ago, the Dean of Students has yet to enact sanctions or close the case. The administration 
may not be able to provide confirmation when the case has actually concluded.
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Johnsen met with a collection 
of  notable  UAF a lumni  in 
Anchorage last week to gather 
their input on who they feel should 
be sought out for the position.

While the student body has 
adjusted to the recent tradition of  
a different chancellor each year, for 
three years now, it seems some students 
are hoping for a more permanent 
leadership f igure on campus.

“I feel  l ike a per manent 
[chancellor] would be a much better 
fit,” Selina Sam, a senior in rural 
developement said. “It would be 
nice to finally settle on some kind 

of  solid leadership rather than 
jumping from one to another.”

Jeremiah Klejka, a senior 
information technology student, has 
reservations about the search, however.

“I think we need to make 
ourselves look more appealing to 
potential chancellor candidates,” 
Klejka said. “It’s not good to see so 
much instability within the university 
because we won’t attract quality help. 
It’s hard to find someone to come 
in and help fix all our problems.”

Current Interim Chancellor 
Thomas will be resuming his 
retirement at the end of  this semester, 

which he left to fill this post, he said.
“Dana and [his wife] Kay have 

done so much for this university 
for so long, and I can’t thank him 
enough for coming back in to help 
us over this past year,” Johnsen said, 
“but I think he has a well deserved 
retirement ahead of  him. This is 
very hard work in very hard times.”

Prior to Thomas’ stint as interim 
chancellor, Mike Powers held 
the position for a year following 
the retirement of  long t ime 
permanent chancellor, Brian Rogers.

The search is currently under 
way with hopes to be concluded by 

the end of  this semester, Johnsen 
said. While no major potential 
was mentioned, Johnsen feels sure 
the position will be filled soon.

“We’re sitting at the number 
one research university in the 
Arctic and I feel confident that 
we will get some really high 
quality interest,” Johnsen said. 

If  all goes as planned, students 
will  be introduced to a new 
and permanent chancellor at 
the start of  Fall semester 2017.

?
Brian Rogers

Term: 2009-2015
Michael Powers
Term: 2015-2016

Dana Thomas
Term: 2016-Present

Unknown
Term: 2017-???

Vacancy prompts yet another 
chancellor search

“Teachers might be more 
afraid of  reprimanding students. 
It has the potential of  making 
students feel isolated because 
they’re afraid of  other students 
in their classroom. There are too 
many variants that could come up.”

The bill, SB-174, will not 
have enough votes to pass as long 
as the House majority remains 
d e m o c r a t ,  Jo s e p h s o n  s a i d .

“The House, which was in 
almost exclusively Republican 
hands in 2015 when the bill was 
proposed, is now in democratic 
hands,” Josephson said. “And as a 
consequence, any bill of  that nature 
that came to the House would die.”

Josephson feels deeply connected 
to this bill as his district in Anchorage 
inc ludes  the  UAA campus.

“There are heroic circumstances 
where firearms act as great deterrence 
and protect people, but I think that 
they’re dangerous as well,” Josephson 
said. “I just think it’s a bad idea 
in the student atmosphere where 
you’re talking about sometimes 
sensitive issues with people going 
through a lot of  change in their 
life and we’ve seen professors who 
feel unsafe with the idea of  this.”

Josephson is not the only 
house member to feel this way.

“I don’t support the bill at 
all,” Adam Wool (D) Fairbanks 
representative, said. “If  I have 
anything to do with it, I will help 
make sure it continues to goes away.”

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i d 
Guttenberg (D), whose constituency 

includes the UAF campus, was 
unavailable for comment, but has 
voted against the bill in the past.

The bill was originally proposed 
by State Sen. Pete Kelly (R) in 2015. 
Kelly felt gun free zones on campuses 
made them soft targets for killers, 
he told Alaska Dispatch News 
in 2016. Sen. Kelly was 
unavailable for comment 
o n  t h e  r e c e n t 
dropping of  his bill.

UA President 
J i m  Jo h n s e n 
e x p r e s s e d 
concerns about 
the bill when 
it was first 
p r o p o s e d .

“ A r e 
they going 
t o  k n o w 
who’s armed 
and  who’s 
not armed?” 
J o h n s e n 
said in 2016. 
“That’s a huge 
risk to take with 
our  s tudents.”

Students may 
not have to worry 
about this issue for 
some time, however.

“I would be shocked if  
I’m wrong about this,” Josephson 
said. “So, I think for the next two 
years, those who are concerned 
about campus carry need not be.”

Georgia Durden’s quote, Continued from pg. 1

Continued from pg. 1

Graphic by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Concealed carry
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The Alaska Nanooks Women’s 
Basketball team finished of  their home 
games with two crucial victories in the 
Great Northwest Athletic Conference. 
If  the Nanooks keep their position 
in the standings, it will be their first 
time in the GNAC tournament.

The Nanooks took care of  
business on Saturday against Saint 
Martin’s University, but it was 
their upset over Seattle Pacific 
University that propelled them out 
of  their losing skid. In a conference 
dominated by the Anchorage 
Seawolves and Western Washington, 
getting any kind of  momentum 
during the season can help out.

Senior forward Jordan Wilson 
sank two free throws in the final eight 
seconds to put the Nanooks over SPU 
for the 63-61 win on Thursday night.

“It’s just how bad you want it,” 
Wilson said. “For [players] that have 
been here for four years we want to 

get to the GNAC Tournament. If  it 
comes to making free throws in crunch 
time, then that’s what I have to do.”

Before  Wi l son’s  f reshman 
class, the Nanooks were dismal. 
At one point they hadn’t won a 
game in between two seasons.

Since the creation of  the GNAC 
in 2002, the Nanooks women’s 
team hasn’t reached the postseason. 
The closest they have been was 
the 2014-2015 season where they 
went 14-14 overall, which was the 
first time they had a .500 record 
under Head Coach Cody Bench.

“These games feel like playoff  
games we’ve been playing lately. 
We want to go out on a high note, 
especially these seniors,” Bench said.

For Bench, it is the end of  an 
era, as she has six seniors moving 
on after this season. Despite losing 
Wilson, Kaillee Skjold, Jaylee Mays, 
Gabriela Jimenez, Autumn Childers 
and Victoria Milton, the Nanooks 
are in prime position to make it 
to GNAC tournament in March.

Nanooks barrel toward playoffs

Lexi Carpenter (#22) drives the ball towards the hoop against Seattle Pacific. Lexi scored 14 
points allowing the Nanooks to come back and win a close game 63-61 on Thursday.
Max McKernan / Sun Star

Left: Kaillee Skjold (#32) shoots a two-point shot against Seattle Pacific on 
Thursday. She scored 10 of the Nanooks winning 63 points. Kaillee was awarded 
for her achievement of reaching an overall 1,000 total points.
Max McKernan / Sun Star

Gabriella Jimenez (#2) helped the team push the offense allowing the Nanooks to win the game. Gabriella is a senior, and has recently been named to the Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference All-Academic team. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Above: Freshman Kylie Wallace (#5) catches a rebound at the end of the game 
on Saturday. The Nanooks went on to win their final home game of the season 
56-41. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star
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Fairbanksians gathered 
downtown at the Yukon 
Quest finish line and 
cheered musher, Matt 
Hall, as he crossed the 
finish line at 12:04 p.m. 
on Feb. 14 to become 
the  2017 Yukon 
Quest Champion.

Hall has run dogs 
all of  his life and, at 
the age of  25, is one 
of  the youngest-
ever Quest winners. 
Hall’s final time for 
his winning 2017 

run was clocked 
at 10 days, 1 

hour and 7 
minutes. He 

is designated as a veteran musher as 
he has run the Quest three previous 
times before in 2014 where he 
placed 3rd, 2015 where he scratched 
and 2016 where he placed 4th.

He was greeted at the finish line 
by his parents, Scarlett and Wayne 
Hall and his lead dog, Keeper, who he 
had to drop in Dawson City. Members 
from his kennel, Smokin’ Ace Sled Dog 
Kennel, were present and he received 
a surprise visit from championship 
dog musher,  Lance Mackey.

Hall is a second-generation 
Quest Champion, his father Wayne 
Hall has run the Quest before and 
was presented the Challenge of  the 
North Award in 2002, which is given 
by the race officials and is awarded 
to the musher who exemplifies 
the “Spirit of  the Yukon Quest.”

Sarah Manriquez
Photo Editor

Sled dogs dash 
across Yukon 

Quest finish line

Nine-year-old, lead dog, Keeper, was 
dropped in Dawson City, but was 
in attendance to greet Matt Hall’s 

team in the finish cute. This Yukon 
Quest was Keeper’s last race – he 
is retiring. Ellamarie Quimby / 

Sun Star 
 

Right:  Hall’s mother, Scarlett (left), has run 
the Yukon Quest checkpoint at Eagle for the 
last 20 years. Eagle is the only checkpoint 
on the Quest trail that is inaccessible by 
road. His father Wayne (right) won the 
Yukon Quest in 2006. 

Below, left: Matt Hall cited the youth of 
his dog team for his win this year, having 
executed a masterful 16-hour run from 
Eagle to Slaven’s Roadhouse. Hall bypassed 
the hospitality stop at Trout Creek that 
most mushers opt to rest at.

Below, right: Smokin’ Ace handlers tucked 
roses into the collars of each of the ten 
dogs who brought Hall from Two Rivers 
into Fairbanks.

Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star
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An audience member wanted 
to see whether attendees supported 
a sales tax or an income tax by 
hand raise. Of  the over 70 people 
in the room nearly everyone raised 
their hand for an income tax. A 
few members still supported the 
sales tax with at least one person 
rais ing their hand for both.

Budget cuts have taken the state 
back to the amount of  spending 
that it had in 2006, accounting for 
inflation and population increase.

“ E v e n  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e 
reductions we’re st i l l  serving 
this population,” Pitney said.

The state government offers 
Alaskan cit izens services l ike 
medicaid, however, this is not the 

way that it is handled in many 
other states. Pitney used Arizona 
as an example of  where the state’s 
counties handle those services.

“All of  these things need 
a tax base,” Pitney said. “The 
question is where is that tax 
base going to come from.”

Money spent in Alaska does not 
circulate as fast as in other states 

because of  geographic barriers. If  
someone buys something in a village, it 
is less likely for that money to continue 
to spent in the community. This makes 
the recession worse, Pitney said.

The lecture was sponsored by 
the Students Who Enjoy Economic 
Thinking student organization 
and the League of  Women Voters.

NEWS

SUN STAR

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
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editor@uafsunstar.com  PHONE: 907-474-7540
search 'Sun Star' on careers.alaska.edu
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This is an edited version of an in-house ad that originally ran in the Polar Star in 1971
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Guest speaker paints stark Alaska budget picture
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Although the legislature remains 
ineffectual with regards to the 
budget, it’s at least setting aside some 
more frivolous pursuits; an effort to 
allow concealed carry of  firearms on 
campus has stalled out, apparently 
for the foreseeable future. I’m not 
going to weigh in on whether or not 

this is a good idea because, strictly 
speaking, I’m honestly not sure.

Generally speaking, Alaskans 
have a sensible, practical approach 
to firearms that puts us at odds with 
much of  the lower 48. Moving to 
a city resulted in no small amount 
of  culture shock; in one illustrative 
moment, a girlfriend I had brought 
home to visit sat in wide-eyed terror 
as I carefully, but casually, handled 
a rifle that my dad had recently 
bought. At the same time, much 
of  Alaskan gun culture lacks the 
bombastic machismo that it seems to 
have Outside. Here, owning a rifle or 
a shotgun is a matter of  practicality, 
rather than of  imagined threat 
or Second Amendment principle.

The argument for concealed 
carry on campus is one closer to non-
Alaskan gun culture, in my estimation. 
It views the world with an inherent 

level of  suspicion and fear: a constant 
concern that, no matter the location 
or timing, someone might pull a gun 
and start shooting. Though this is an 
uncomfortably regular occurrence in 
the U.S., it’s not a particularly common 
one up here–we haven’t had a mass 
shooting in Alaska since 1984. The 
“good guy with a gun” argument in 
favor of  concealed carry doesn’t hold 
nearly so much water in a place where 
bad guys with guns are in short supply.

There is something that lends 
the argument a little weight, though. 
While I’m not convinced that allowing 
guns on campus is the best move, 
I’m also not convinced that campus 
security would be sufficient were a 
“bad guy with a gun” to show up. 
The UAF Police Department is a 
small force even in the best of  times, 
better suited to handling traffic 
enforcement and the occasional 

drunk and disorderly person than 
an active shooter. Today, the 
fiscal crisis has seen their budget 
slashed to the bone, which doesn’t 
exactly inspire confidence where 
there was little to begin with.

More than anything, we count 
on a level of  sensibility in expecting 
students and faculty to leave their 
firearms at home (or locked in 
their cars). While gun culture 
tends to be similarly sensible, let’s 
hope that we never face a situation 
in which a “good guy with a 
gun” would have been a boon.

Student leaders from all three 
UA campuses met in Juneau last 
week to discuss the precarious 
financial future of  the university 
and learn more about the state’s 
economy from legislators and experts.

“One of  the coalition’s key 
responsibilities is to advocate 
for and be the voice of  the UA 
student body,” Colby Freel, ASUAF 
president and coalition chair, said. 
“All 30 thousand plus of  them.”

The student leadership coalition 
discussed specific concerns regarding 
the university’s future and budget 
issues and developed talking points for 
their meetings with state legislators. 
These subjects included protecting 
the Alaska Performance Scholarship, 
maintaining a steady university budget 
without any more cuts and looking 
into forms a revenue separated from 
the state such as the Alaska Higher 
Education tax credit program 
and the university’s land grant.

“These were chosen based 
on common concerns among 
the dif ferent campus student 
governments,” Freel said. “These 
issues affect students broadly and have 
profound impacts on student’s lives.”

Over the course of  the two 
day conference, coalition members 
attended guest lectures from UAS 
Chancellor Rick Caulfield, Director 
of  Management and Budgets Pat 
Pitney, Representative Andrew 
Josephson and many others.

On the first day of  the conference, 
Pitney gave a presentation bringing 
the coalition up to speed on 
the state’s current budget crisis, 
discussing future options for revenue 
and potential tax restructuring.

Alaska has already cut 44 percent 
of  the annual general funds budget 
since its peak in 2013 and is down 
$1.7 billion just during Governor 
Bill Walker’s administration since 
Dec. 2014, according to Pitney.

“We need continued cost 
containment, looking for ways to 
reduce are really important, but that 
only gets you a little ways,” Pitney said. 
“We have a $3 billion deficit with no 
prospect of  change under our current 
tax structure. We have to address 
revenue. Oil is never going to bring 
us out of  the hole moving forward.”

Alaska Governor Bill Walker 
confirmed the university’s budget 
for fiscal year 2018 at $325 million, 
$16 million lower than what the 
Board of  Regents requested.

“We are in a budget crisis but it 
is much more than that, we are also 
in a program, faculty and services 
crisis,” Reid said. “Any additional 

cuts to our budget, before the UA 
system can find revenue streams, puts 
all programs and staff at risk which 
greatly affects students on all levels.”

Cordero Reid, ASUAF senator 
and two-year coalition member, values 
the coalition’s ability bring about 
unity within the separate campuses.

“It allows representative members 
from each [major Alaska university] 
and satellite campuses to voice their 
issues in an arena where they can be 
heard as a unified voice that matters to 
the legislature and more importantly 
the Board of  Regents,” Reid said. “It 
breeds interactivity between campuses 
and allows for free form of  ideas.”

A l l y s s i a  G a rc i a ,  A S UA F 
senator and first year coalition 
attendee, shares the same views.

“I think it’s really valuable to 
have leaders from all the different 
campuses get together,” Garcia 
said. “Not only are they leaders 
on their own campuses, but they 
gain perspectives and then we’re all 
united to discuss common themes 
among the campuses. It provides 
a really great opportunity to make 
sure student voices are heard.”

ASUAF senator Georgia Durden, 
attending the conference for the first 
time, found the meetings informative.

“I think it’s good that we’re 
understanding the issues the university 
is facing from the upper division, state 
level,” Durden said. “I mean Jim 
Johnsen can come up with whatever 
he wants and the board of  regents can 
come up with whatever they want, but 
that plan’s not going to matter unless 
we get people on board with it.”

Each ASUAF member had 
their own personal priorities.

“We’re trying to make the 
legislators understand that the UA 
has been cut enough,” Durden 
said. “I think the budget is the most 
important right now as well as the 
Alaska Performance Scholarship 
because it keeps students from 
Alaska going to Alaskan schools.”

Garcia, a graduating senior, is 
planning to attend law school out 
of  state before returning to Alaska.

“I was leaning more towards 
seeing the land grant be pushed so 
that the university has assets so that 
they can be more self  sustaining,” 
Garcia said. “The tax credit I see as 
more of  a short term revenue option 
and I think we should focus more on 
the long term so when I return to 
Alaska I can still see the university 
providing a quality education.”

Fol lowing the conference, 
s t u d e n t s  s p e n t  t w o  d a y s 
meeting with state legislators 
to advocate for the university.

COMMUNITY

Lindsey Parkinson
Columnist

Two cans of  beans, two cans of  
vegetables, a soup or ramen, fruit 
cup, pasta item and a breakfast 
item; as of  early February 2017, 
64 students have stopped into the 
Wood Center Food Pantry to take 
advantage of  the weekly access to 
canned goods meant to help stretch 
the often tight student budget.

A student may only need 
the pantry once to get past a 
rough patch or a week without 
a chance to get to the store, but 
for others it is a key source of  
calories. The Wood Center Food 
Pantry is a welcoming, simple 
source of  aid run off of  generous 
food donations and a yearly 
budget of  $500 from the student 
government. All one needs to use 
the pantry is a student ID card.

But what of  the larger federal 
programs like the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, 
formerly and still colloquially 
known as “food stamps,” or the 
Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children, a mouthful more 
commonly referred to as WIC? Who 
uses them and how do they work?

Over 83,000 Alaska residents 
utilized food stamps in November 
2016, the most recent month for 
which there is publicly available 
data according to the USDA’s 
Food and Nutrition Service. That 
comes out to roughly 1 in 10 
people, or put another way at least 
11 percent of  Alaskans live at or 
below 130 percent of  the poverty 
level, the cut off for food stamps.

Given the statistics, I shouldn’t 
have been surprised when I reached 
out to friends to see if  anyone knew 
food stamp or WIC users that might 
talk to me several of  my own friends 

came forward. Hunger or food 
insecurity isn’t often visible from 
the outside. One, Bradley Bryant, 
sent an email to me explaining 
some of  how the programs work.

“SNAP benefits use an EBT 
card with an attached pin, similar 
to a bank card. [It’s] very easy and 
convenient, with the benefit of  
being more discrete,” Bryant said.

When used at the store the 
EBT credit is automatically applied 
only to food. Any non-food items 
remain as a balance to be covered 
out-of-pocket. If  the recipient has 
any leftover benefits the credit 
rolls over to the next month. 
Additionally, Alaskans living off  
the road system are unique in 
their ability to use food stamps to 
purchase hunting and fishing gear.

“WIC vouchers are similar to 
large payroll checks. They have 
very specific guidelines on what 
they cover, and you generally 
receive some sort of  info brochure 
detailing sizes, types and brands 
the vouchers cover,” Bryant said.

The government is walking a 
fine line between wanting to support 
healthy food choices for moms and 
children while also wanting to save 
money making statements like this 
one from Alaska’s current WIC 
list “least expensive brand peanut 
butter, 16-18 oz. jar” not unusual.

“I’d say SNAP definitely 
helped break a bad habit of  
eating mostly processed food,” 
Bryant said. “[Processed food] is 
cheap, and not having that money 
coming directly out of  pocket 
made it easier to make choices 
based on quality/health reasons.”

In 2015 Washington University 
researchers found nearly two thirds 
of  Americans will live a year in 
relative poverty at some point in 
their lives, but that’s what these 
programs are ultimately for right? 
Whether the Food Pantry or Food 
Stamps we have these programs 
in place to give people a hand 
when they need it, to give enough 
of  an edge so perhaps health can 
win out over just finding calories.

Hunger pains

Wood Center Food 
Pantry Spring Hours:

Tuesdays 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fridays 1:30-3:30 p.m.

There's a lot that I, and probably you, don't know about social justice. Hard 
Truths is a biweekly column, written by graduate student Lindsey Parkinson, 

taking a look at these issues on our campus and in our community.

Students seek economic 
insight from Juneau trip
Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Letters from the Editor:

Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Spectre of the gun
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Visiting artist molds pots and pitchers

Ellamarie Quimby
Sun Star

Julia Galloway is a potter known 
for her rounded forms and masterful 
surface decoration. The decoration 
on Galloway’s pots tends to feature 
classic still-life imagery—flowers, 
bowls of  fruit, baskets—as well as 
birds, scrollwork and architectural 
forms. The forms themselves are 
soft and indulgent; rounded corners 
on cups, voluminous, bottom-
weighted pitchers and undulating 
lips on her teapots and saucers.

“I am interested in pottery that 
is joyous; objects that weave into our 
daily lives through use,” Galloway 
said. “Teapots celebrate our drinking 
tea; a pitcher decorates a mantel 
when not in use; a mug with slight 
texture inside the handle allows 
our fingers to discover uniqueness. 
Pottery is a reflection of  us.”

Galloway visited campus from Feb. 
13-14, lecturing and demonstrating 
her particular style of  pottery.

“Nobody is more shocked than 
me that this is my life,” Galloway said. 
“I made pots in high school, and then 
suddenly I looked up and I was 50 
and I had made pots every day since 
I was a freshman. How can something 
still be so interesting after so long?”

Galloway’s workshops on campus, 
made possible by the Student 
Ceramic Arts Guild, focused on her 
method of  shaping her forms and on 
surface decoration. On Monday, she 
shared her techniques for making the 
initial forms of  her pots on the pottery 
wheel. She alters them after they’ve 
dried slightly, using small tools and her 
hands. On Tuesday, she demonstrated 
how she decorates the outside 
of  her pots using slip, a mixture 
of  powdered clay and pigments.

“Surface is like flirting; form is 
like marriage,” Galloway said. “Form 
grows on you over time, but surface 
you experience and understand very 
quickly. We experience things through 
our eyes so quickly. But form, we have 
to experience through our hands. That 
takes time, that takes holding it, that 
takes washing it—it’s a slow burn.”

While demonstrating how she 
alters the rounded base of  a large 
pitcher, she leaned her head into 
the opening of  the pot, created a 
seal around her mouth and blew air 
into the shape. The soft sides of  the 
pitcher ballooned out between the 
vertical impressions she had made on 
the outside of  the shape earlier in the 
demonstration. The gathered students 
and community members were visibly 

impressed with the atypical method.
“I have l ike,  four tr icks, 

o k a y ?  T h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  
them,” Gal loway responded.

Erin Krogstad, a third year 
Art student and vice-president of  
the Student Ceramic Art Guild 
appreciated the opportunity for a 
one-on-one critique with Galloway.

“She was a lot more about what 
ceramics does for [me] than about 
technique. She wanted to know 
why I do what I do,” Krogstad said.

Krogstad is a big fan of  the 
artists that SCAG has brought 

to campus since she started her 
degree. She noted how secluded 
Alaska can be from the rest of  the 
art world, and how encouraging it is 
to have people guest lecturing who 
have been successful in their fields.

“She demonstrated so many 
simple techniques that were just 
mind-blowing,” Krogstad said. “And 
it’s nice to know it can be done. 
That we’re not just making art to 
flip burgers for the rest of  our lives.”

Galloway has been the director for 
the School of  Art and a professor at 
the University of  Montana, Missoula 

since 2009. Born and raised in Boston, 
Massachusetts, she attended the 
New York State College of  Art and 
Design at Alfred University, before 
perusing her Master of  Fine Arts at 
the University of  Colorado, Boulder.

“I  love everything about 
ceramics,” Galloway said. “I love 
the tenacity of  a wood kiln. I love 
getting the handle of  a mug just 
right. It’s all so seductive. I love the 
philosophy of  being a craftsman 
in the post-mechanical age. Hard 
work is so pleasing, it’s so satisfying.”

Visiting ceramics artist Julia Galloway demonstrates her method of throwing simple pots on the wheel while she answers a question from art student Sarah Hensel. Galloway later removed 
this pot from the wheel to trim and shape it with her hands. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Many of the techniques Galloway taught were shockingly simple. During a demonstration on building handles for mugs and 
pitchers, she laid two long, thin pieces of clay over one another with smaller, differently shaped pieces of clay in between, 
creating instant texture and dimension. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star
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Naturally Perspiring
By  Mason Schoemaker

‘Nook on the Street
Alaska is facing an ongoing budget crisis; so far legislators have refused to implement new sources of  revenue, instead 

spending state savings accounts with no plans to replenish them. This week we asked students,
do you think the right things are being done to combat this issue?

Cellest Bulfa, chemistry, sophomore Trevor Adams, music, Junior

Jessica Landry, natural resource 
management, sophomore

Lily Ransdell-Green, undeclared, 
sophomore

“They should definitely inform 
more because I don’t know much 
about it. So I guess I wish they were 
more public about it and actually 
let everybody know about it instead 
of  keeping it on the down low. 
Reaching out to college students, 
I feel like us college students have 
such a big say because budgets are 
definitely impacting us as students 
especially with the tuition increase.”

“I feel like I would need to be more 
informed about things but honestly 
I don’t think much has been getting 
done as far as spending goes, I mean 
we’ve been seeing massive budget 
cut. I think new options need to be 
explored for generating revenue for 
the state and I think people are kind 
of  afraid to explore those options 
because we’ve relied so long on the 
oil and gas industry but I’d like to see 
more of  a push towards like a tax or 
something that will generate a more 
stable revenue for Alaska.”

“I feel like that’s kind of  a leading 
question, but I definitely think we 
should look for other sources of  
revenue. As far as what I don’t really 
have enough education in the matter 
to say what but yeah we should 
definitely look into that.”

“Education shouldn’t be cut, but I 
think, generally, yes.”

Frank Yanish, computer engineer, 
sophomore
“If  there was a way they could get 
outside people who are producing 
technologies, if  they could figure 
out a way to bring them in and have 
them test the technologies up here, 
that would be a way to probably 
source revenue. Or at least get some 
technology companies interested 
in setting up facilities up here for 
research and development.”

Joseph Ransdell-Green, undeclared, 
sophomore
“I don’t think it’s a good idea to cut 
education to solve this problem. 
I think that we should cut other 
things besides education because I 
think that’s really important for our 
prosperity and for the young people 
in the state.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was 
compiled by Max Erickson / Sun Star

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 21
The UAF LIVE office will be hosting 
a comic book club at 6 p.m. in 
the Banner Room, focusing on the 
comic “Bitch Planet.” This fantasy 
comic tells the stories of  several 
women arrested and sent to an off-
planet prison for ‘non-compliance.’ 
Food will also be provided, but space 
is limited, so be sure to sign up soon 
and receive a free copy of  the 
comic! – Ben Ellis / Web Editor

Wednesday / 22
Engineers don’t miss this chance to 
open some more doors in your life 
at the Engineering Career Fair 
in the Wood Center Ballroom 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. The event is 
free to attend. You might also 
like to have dinner with business 
professional from the industry at the 

UAF Engineering Connections 
Dinner for $30. – Tauseef  Mahmood / 
Staff Photographer

Thursday / 23
Today is Nanook Tradition’s winter 
carnival! While not usually as 
exciting as Starvation Gulch or 
case day/Spring Fest, it’s still a fun 
seasonal UAF event sort of  thing. 
One of  the Winter Carnival events 
is a “cozy movie night” showing 
of  the recent movie “The Edge 
of  Seventeen,” which honestly 
based on my gut instincts and from 
the previews it looks like it could be 
an actually pretty decent/cute teen 
movie (but I could be wrong, it could 
be terrible, you don’t have to trust 
me). The showing is at the Hess Rec 
Center at 9 p.m. Hot cocoa and 
cider will be served, and you’re 
encouraged to bring comfy blankets 
and pillows. – Molly Putman / Layout 
Editor

Friday / 24
Ice Jam 2017 is happening! The 
annual ice climbing competition will 
be taking place. The event will be 
happening at 5 p.m. outside of  the 
Student Rec Center. It looks like it’s 
free to attend. You should be advised 
to bring warm clothes since it will 
be outside. – Jeremiah Malzahn / Staff 
Photographer

Saturday / 25
Want to learn how to bypass 
the firewall and hack into the 
mainframe? Check out the Cyber 
Security Club meeting on Saturday 
from 1 - 3 p.m. in Chapman 
room 103. Type really fast with 
friends. – Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Sunday / 26
Since I am strictly forbidden from 
encouraging our readers to attend 

our weekly freelancer meeting at 
1 p.m. in Constitution Hall room 
305, I’m going to instead suggest that 
you bring pizza to Constitution 
Hall room 305 around, say, 5 
p.m. No reason. – Spencer Tordoff / 
Editor-in-Chief

Monday / 13
Have you ever wanted to stuff a bear? 
Not in a creepy taxidermist from a 
horror movie way, but cute, plush sort 
of  way? The Student Activities Office 
is letting folks in Wood Center 
stuff their own teddy bears from 
1-2 p.m. I try not to collect stuffed 
animals because I already have at least 
one box of  childhood plushies in my 
garage and don’t need to fill another. 
But, given it’s a tiny Nanook, I might 
stop by in a burst of  school spirit. – 
Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

AWARDS UP 
TO $5,000
PROJECT FUNDING FOR

 � Any undergraduate student
 � Any year
 � Any discipline

APPLICATION DEADLINE
 � February 26, 2017

INFO AT
 � www.uaf.edu/ursa

fromfrom

APPLY NOW FOR
SUMMER RESEARCH AND 

CREATIVE PROJECT FUNDING

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.
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Photo of the week contest

Win a $20$20Amazon card!

STAR
SUN

Rules:
Take pictures of people and events on campus
Post your pictures on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram with the tag #UAFSunStar
We print the winner in the Sun Star
Profit!

1.

2.

3.
4.

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution

Photo of the Week: Laeticia Scherler

Congratulations to this week’s Photo of the Week Winner Laeticia Scherler - please come to the Sun Star office at 1 p.m. this 
Sunday, Feb 28, 2017 in Constitution Hall in room 305 to collect your prize!

The Sun Star wants YOUR photos! Post your pictures of campus throughout the week on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 
under  #UAFSunStar. If we pick your photo it’ll be printed in the paper and you’ll win a $20 Amazon gift card!

"It's the Sun Star's 70th 
BEARthday this year!"


