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Unive r s i t y  o f f i c i a l s 
held a forum Thursday 
night to discuss the federal 
report with the community.

“We have to start forward 
from now,” said Dana 
Thomas, interim chancellor. 
“If  we could fix [past cases] 
we would. Too little, too late.”

The forum was attended 
by students, staff and faculty 
as well as members of  the 
Fairbanks community. Many 
expressed concerns about 
how the university will change 
their system to better address 
the continuous issue of  
rape and sexual harassment 
on  co l l ege  campuse s .

“I am very heavy-hearted 
after reading every word of  
the report from the OCR,” 
Kayt Sunwood, a sociology 
professor, said. “Because some 

The 2017 Ice Jam ice 
climbing competition took 
place on Friday, Feb. 24th. 
The UAF Department of  
Recreation, Adventure and 
Wellness invited students and 
the general public to compete 
in both speed-climbing and 
dry-tooling competitions. 
Speed climbers raced to ring 
the cowbell at the top of  the 
ice wall, while dry-toolers used 
their ice tools and crampons 
to scale a wall with no ice 
coverage. DRAW provided 
all tools and equipment, 
as well as refreshments 
and bonfires for onlookers.

UA system leadership 
detailed the federal mandate 
intended to bring the 
university into Title IX 
compliance at a conference 
Monday, Feb. 20. The 
conference precluded the 
release of  the full report 
by the Department of  
Education’s Office of  Civil 
Rights later in the week.

T h e  “ v o l u n t a r y 
re so lu t ion  ag reement” 
signed by system President 
Jim Johnsen, summarizes 
the mishandling of  sexual 
assault and harassment cases 
in the past few years and 
outlines required steps the 
university will now have to 
take in order to follow the law.

“The agreement we 
reached with OCR details 
a wide array of  compliance 
issues, including 23 cases that 
exemplified problems across 
the system,” Johnsen said, 
admitting that cases were 
mishandled by the university.

The Office of  Civil 
Rights reviewed how the UA 
system has handled cases 
involving sexual harassment 
and assault. The review of  
UA and dozens of  other 
universities began in May of  
2014. The university provided 
over 20 thousand documents 
and 274 sexual harassment or 
assault cases from 2011 to mid 
2015, according to Johnsen.

In January of  2015, the 
UA system began their own 
review Title IX compliance 
issues in order to self-
identify serious problems.

“That proactive step, 
allowed us to self-identify 
s e r ious  problems  and 
start our own efforts to 
correct those problems 
right away,” Johnsen said.

The agreement between 
UA and the Office of  Civil 
Rights covers many topics. 
The agreement enforces 
the creation of  a student 
review committee. The 
Office will also be reviewing 
over 300 incidents from 
the past two years which 
the university attributes 
to more people reporting.

“We’re now gett ing 
better reporting,” UAS 
Chancellor Rick Caufield 
said. “Our hope then is that 
we’re going to be able to 
respond more effectively to 
the needs of  the students.”

In terms of  how the 
students and community 
can know if  sanctions are 
being issued, UAA’s Director 
of  Student Conduct and 
E t h i c a l  D eve l o p m e n t , 
Michael Votava, brought 
u p  t h e  C l e r y  A c t .

A federal investigation 
of  started three years ago 
concluded last week. The 
results show that between 
2011 and 2015, UAF failed 
to respond adequately to 
student reports of  sexual 
assault and violence, took an 
average of  138 days to resolve 
cases and failed to enact 
suspensions or discipline for 
any student found likely to 
have committed an assault.

As a result  of  the 
f indings,  23 previously 
closed Title IX cases on 
campus will be re-opened 
for further investigation.

The report was released 
by the Department of  
Educat ion’s  Of f ice  for 
Civil Rights last Tuesday. 
The office’s findings say 
the entire UA system was 
in violation of  Title IX, 
a federal law prohibiting 
sexual discrimination at 
colleges and universities 
that receive federal funding.

“That’s kind of  crazy, 
it seems like they should be 
doing more to ensure that 
everybody is safe,” Megan 
Geary, a student studying 
secondary education and 
English, said about the 
lack of  discipline. “Just 
knowing that they haven’t 
suspended anybody,  I 
feel like that discourages 
people from talking about 
it too because if  nothing is 
going to happen if  you tell 
somebody then what’s that 
point of  telling somebody.”

O t h e r  s t u d e n t s 
offered similar responses.

“It’s definitely a big 
issue and we need a more 
open environment,” said 
Danica Weaver, a linguistics 
student. “Authority needs to 
take cases more seriously.”

UA’s Title IX violations 
include failure to conduct 
or complete investigations, 
failure to provide prompt 
reso lut ions,  fa i lure  to 
prevent retaliation to the 
victim, failure to provide 
adequate investigations, 
failure to provide relief  to 
the alleged victim during the 
investigations and failure to 
assess a hostile environment.

The letter also references 
actions the UA system 
took to improve Title IX 
compliance after the start 
of  the review, including the 
creation of  a Title IX task 
force and structural and 
administrative changes made 
to address Title IX issues.

of  us here very adamantly 
were telling administrators 
exactly the violations that 
now, after all this time, 
the OCR has found and 
demanded improvement on.” 

“I t  jus t  makes  me 
wonder how we can ever 
trust again,” she said.

In at tendance were 
member s  o f  advocacy 
and counsel ing centers 
both on and off  campus.

K a r a  C a r l s o n ,  a n 
advocate at UAF Resource 
and Advocacy Center and 
coordinator at the Interior 
Center for Non-Violent Living 
sees the need for change in 
how UAF handles these cases.

“We provide services 
to student faculty and staff  
here on campus,” Carlson 
said. “That being said, 
I’m also not a university 
employee so if  the system 

starts failing somebody, I have 
no problem speaking up.”

Bonnie Brody, director 
of  counseling at the Health 
and Counseling Center, 
feels there needs to a shift 
in culture altogether. Of  
the women who come into 
the counseling center, more 
than 50 percent have at 
some time been a victim of  
sexual assault, Brody said. 

“They are terrified of  
going to administration, 
bureaucracy, police because 
they have imbued into 
their own consciousness 
the feeling that they are 
helpless,” Brody said. “That 
they will be punished for 
what has happened to them. 
The whole culture needs to 
change. These women and 
men need to feel supported.”
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(From left to right) UAF Police Chief Steve Goetz, Dean of Students Laura McCollough, Interim Chancellor Dana 
Thomas and Title IX Director Kevin Calderara addressed a group of students, staff and faculty at a forum regarding 
the recent Office of Civil Rights review. The review covered the university’s mishandling of sexual assault and 
harassment cases. Erin Granger / Sun Star

Left: Mickey Zakurdaew, electrical 
engineering senior and sound 
technician at The Pub, competes 
in the speed climbing portion of 
the Ice Jam competition. Before 
climbing, Zakurdaew showed off 
colorful ice tools and matching 
leggings to the spectators.
Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Nanooks conquer Crusaders in finals   pg. 5
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Fee increase referendum 
approved for ballot

Following input from the senate, 
students will vote in March on 
whether to increase the ASUAF fee to 
$63 per semester, from its current $42.

I f  the leg i s lat ion passes, 
summer semester students on 
main campus will pay a $15 fee, 
while CTC students will pay $7.

Student feedback suggested 
that the community wanted a 
lower fee increase, according to 
ASUAF President Colby Freel, 
who suggested the fee be raised to 
$60 instead of  $67 for UAF’s main 
campus students. The feedback 
also suggested that CTC students 
should pay less than main campus 
students because they don’t benefit 
as much from ASUAF programs.

Secrecy obscures SRC fee 
legislation

The director of  DRAW and 

Sexual Assault

2/20/2017 4:24 p.m. - A man was 
removed from The Pub for groping 
women on the dance floor several 
nights previously. UAF police were 
notified and are looking into the case.

Suspicious Circumstances

2/9/2017 10:18 p.m. - An officer 
pulled over a car that was coming 
from the bio-dump. The driver 
and passenger admitted to smoking 
marijuana. Res Life was notified and 
the driver was cited for driving in 
violation of  their instructional permit.

2/10/2017 4:31 p.m. - A threatening 
call was made against the HAARP 

the Wood Center Mark Oldmixon, 
attended the meeting. He stated 
that the new SRC fee should be 
increased to $75 so that DRAW 
can use it for student recreation.

Following Oldmixon’s comments 
Senator Georgia Durden made a 
motion to go into executive session. 
Later, Senator Molly O’Scannell 
motioned to go into executive session 
which was approved unanimously. 
Everyone except the senators and 
Freel left the meeting temporarily.

No further discuss ion on 
the SRC fee was made public.

Club Funding gets $20K boost

The senate read a bill to distribute 
funds to the various student clubs that 
ASUAF has a responsibility toward. 
The bill took $20,085 from the 
Clubs, Grants and Projects budget. 
The motion passed with five in favor, 
two against and one abstaining.

“What is a Seawolf ?” chant 
deemed problematic

ASUAF  Pre s iden t  Co lby 

facility earlier in the day. Chief  
Goetz was forwarded the message, 
and the investigation is ongoing.

Probation Violation

2/9/2017 12:43 a.m. - An officer 
pulled over a car stopped in the middle 
of  the road in front of  the Akasofu 
Building. The driver, Richard Davis 
Jr., was arrested and taken to Fairbanks 
Correctional Center for failing to 
register himself  as a sex offender. 

Moving Vehicle Violation

2/17/2017 6:11 a.m. - A car 
went over an embankment at the 
end of  Yukon Drive, and the driver 
was trapped in the car. An officer 
responded along with an ambulance 
and UAF grounds crew and risk 
management were contacted.

Freel apologized for saying the 
p h r a s e,  c o m m o n l y  ch a n t e d 
during UAF–UAA sports games, 
“What’s a seawolf ?” Freel stated 
that someone had informed him 
that Alaska Native people could 
view the chant as inappropriate.

Attending the meeting was the 
Director of  Athletics Gary Gray, 
who received an email from an 
“Alaska Native gentleman” who 
wanted to encourage people not 
to use that chant or at least not 
have the university sponsor it.

When this was mentioned, 
ASUAF Vice President Joe Yates 
mentioned that he was Haida and that 
he was the student who sent the email.

“I just don’t want to school 
to encourage it,” Yates said as 
he recalled an event where he 
stated that the UAF mascot was 
holding a sign with the chant on it.

Gray said that the school does not 
endorse the chant and will look into

Attendance

Present: Cordero Reid (late), Erik 
Rickards, Dawson Mann, Molly 

2/18/2017 11:38 p.m. - A car 
hit the electrical box in the Taku 
parking lot. The driver and passenger 
were not injured. UAF facilities and 
risk management were notified.

Intoxicated Individual

2/16/2017 9:25 p.m. - The 
Pub manager reported a man 
who was refusing the leave the 
Pub. An officer arrived and talked 
to the two drunk men. One was 
trespassed and the dean of  students 
was contacted for fol low-up.

Theft

2/8/2017 2:00 p.m. - Cards were 
stolen from a wallet in the Murie 
Building sometime around 10:15 a.m.

O’Scannel, Jae Ham, Brian Holst, 
Georgia Durden, Chris Martinez and 
Raymundo Lopez

Not Present: Sierra Von Haften 
(excused), Ben Anderson-Agimuk and 
Sam Mitchell

2/10/2017 1:38 p.m. - A wallet 
was stolen from a locker in the 
SRC sometime after midnight. 
An officer is looking into it.

2/13/2017 9:03 a.m. - A car 
was stolen from the Taku lot over 
winter break. Officers looked 
around campus, but couldn’t find it.

2/20/2017 1:04 p.m. - A U.S. flag 
was stolen from the Wood Center on 
the Feb. 19. The UAF police talked to 
the suspects and recovered two flags.

Traffic Stop

2/9/2017 11:16 p.m. - A driver 
was cited for speeding on Alumni 
Drive. The officer later followed up 
with them as part of  a welfare check.

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

ASUAF is the elected student 
government of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.  The student 
government recieves around 
$500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the 
Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert 
Board as well as student groups 
and services. Meetings are held 
weekly and are open to the public.

The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and / or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters must 
be received by 5 p.m. Friday in 
order to be run in the next issue.  
All letters are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.
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Senate mulls fee increase, discusses seawolves
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Being greeted by Medusa while 
entering The Pub may seem peculiar, 
but it was all par for the course last 
Friday at the second-annual Arti Gras.

Students were encouraged to make 
Marti Gras-themed costumes based 
on their favorite piece of  art. Arts and 
crafts, snacks, and performances from 
local musicians Lowland Jubilee and 
Jack Bennett rounded out the evening.

“I’ve never seen crafts at 
the pub,” Diane Murph, a civil 
engineering student, as she made 
a Marti Gras mask. “This is 
something new. It’s exciting.”

Arti Gras is a fundraiser put 
on each year by the Fairbanks Arts 

Following a weekend conference, 
student leaders from all three UA 
campuses met with legislators 
and advocated for continued 
university funding in the midst 
of  the statewide fiscal crisis.

“Obviously they understand what 
the university means for the state of  
Alaska in a lot of  ways, at least the 
representatives I’ve met with have,” 
Georgia Durden, an ASUAF senator 
and Russian studies student said.

Durden met with a number of  
legislators, but her meeting with 
Representative Scott Kawasaki, 
R-Fairbanks, stood out. Kawasaki, 
as well as his parents, attended UAF. 
As budget cuts 
cont inue,  he 
i s  concerned 
about the future 
of  the university.

“While the 
state support 
c o n t i n u e s 
to drop, I’m 
worr ied that 
there’s  going 
to be students 
that are just 
squeezed out,” 
K a w a s a k i 
said. “That they will 
be denied access to the university 
simply because they can’t afford it.”

Kawasaki cited the importance of  
education in his talk with the students.

“I think [higher education] is 
really important,” Kawasaki said. 
“The Alaska State constitution says 
education, health and social services, 
public safety and the University of  
Alaska. People wiser than me knew 
at statehood that that was something 
they wanted to ensure: a strong 
education system and that includes 
everything from pre-K to UA.”

Kawasaki says that he and 
his colleagues in the House are 
seeking to free up budget funds 
for the university by addressing 
areas of  unnecessary spending.

“We’re looking at subsidies to 
the oil industry,” Kawasaki said. 
“Those have grown leaps and bounds 
in the last ten years and now we 
have to ask ourselves, can we afford 
paying subsidies to the oil industry?”

“I think the answer is going 
to have to be no, we can’t pay 
subsidies while we’re cutting the 
university, and K-12, and healthcare 
and public safety,” he said.

The Senate and House differ in 
their approaches to cutting deficit 
spending, according to Kawasaki. 
He described a systematic approach 
of  small cuts in excess spending, 
such as oil subsidies, paired with a 
increase in revenue either through 
a tax restructuring or a utilization 

As students shuff led down 
a long hallway lined with large 
Plexiglass windows overlooking 
rooms with men dressed in orange, a 
muffled voice emerged from within.

“Welcome  to  j a i l ! ”  one 
inmate called to to a group of  
jour na l i sm s tudent s  v i s i t ing 
F a i r b a n k s  C o r r e c t i o n a l 
Center last week on Feb. 21.

New visitors to the prison 
often spark similar reactions, said 
superintendent Tamara Axelsson, 
hersel f  a graduate of  UAF.

“They’ve known me for 18 
years,” she said. “You’re fresh blood.”

When new inmates come in, they 
sometimes act loudly or crassly with 
Axelsson, a woman leader in a prison 
dominated by men. She finds ignoring 
the behavior to be her best defense 
and said that other prisoners quickly 
make the newcomers fall into line.

“Respect,” Axelsson said, “is 
everything for people who live here.”

Axelsson emphasized respect 
throughout tour. When in the hall 
with her, prisoners look to her for 
permission to pass, which she offers 
in smiles and nods. Two people pass 
on the way to the prison chapel; 
both men stop and wait for her to 
tell them it’s alright to keep moving.

There are no normal work days in 
prison. On any day she may show up 
to work to find two inmates bloodied 
from a fight, her desk filled with 
paperwork. She led UAF students to 
the chapel at 2 p.m., well aware she 
would have to leave in exactly an hour 
and a half  for a meeting about helping 
inmates through opioid withdrawal.

“I don’t think anyone is beyond 
help,” Axelsson stressed from the 
beginning of  the tour onward.

Before becoming superintendent, 
Axelsson worked as a parole officer, 
which is how many of  the long-
term or returning prisoners came 
to know her. She says inmates’ 
attitude towards her has not changed 
much, but suspects they “pull 
on her heartstrings” a bit more 
than they might if  she were male.

Axelsson allowed the class to speak 

Association to benefit their programs.
“At the end of  last month 

I went to Juneau and spoke to 
legislators about the value of  Arts 
Education,” said Jessica Peña, arts 
association executive director. “We 
do quite a bit of  arts advocacy at 
the state, local and national levels.”

Located in Pioneer Park, FAA 
works to make art accessible to 
students of  all levels of  education. 
Their work includes providing arts 
education, as well as support and 
resources to several organizations 
around town, such as the Fairbanks 
Drama Assoc iat ion and the 
Fairbanks Shakespeare Theater.

of  some of  the permanent fund.
“The senate on the other hand 

is looking to cut large areas of  
spending like transportation, health 
and social services, education and the 
university,” Kawasaki said. “I think 
our surgical approach is much better 
than the Senate’s hatchet approach.”

He believes the university has 
dealt with enough budget cuts.

“It’s really important to me 
that the young folks coming in 
know that I was once in their shoes, 
advocating for UAF,” he said. “They 
are valued. And their interest in the 
university has not gone unnoticed.”

“I think this was a great 
opportunity,” said Allyssia Garcia, an 
ASUAF senator and political science 
student. “For the students themselves 

t o  m a k e 
sure that the 
student voices 
a re  h e a rd . ”

O t h e r 
member s  o f  
UAF’s student 
g o v e r n m e n t 
met with North 
Pole Republican 
Representative 
Tammie Wilson.

“She wants 
to  push for 
m o r e  f o c u s 

on the technological 
aspects to see [the university] 
become a little more reformed and 
a little more modern,” Garcia said. 
“While there was some difference 
in our opinions, I think in the long 
run she supports the university.”

Cordero Reid, an ASUAF 
senator and psychology student, met 
with several Fairbanks legislators.

“All the Fairbanks representatives 
were really responding to our 
message,” Reid said. “From what 
I heard from other delegates and 
their meetings, this legislature has 
positive feelings regarding the UA 
system and what it does for Alaska.”

Many of  the Fairbanks legislators 
had other connections to the 
university, according to Durden.

“There’s a lot of  representatives 
and legislators for the university 
because they either have students going 
there or are alumni,” Durden said. “I 
guess it made me realize that there’s a 
lot at stake for their own self  interest, 
beyond being in that official role, 
they also have a life outside of  that.”

Most legislators responded 
well to the students’ suggestions, 
Reid said, but deferred some 
responsibility for budget issues.

“They did all point us to 
the President of  the Senate, of  
whom was identified needed the 
most convincing,” Reid said.

Fairbanks Republican Sen. 
Pete  Kel ly  i s  current ly  the 
President of  the Senate. Kelly 
was unavailable for comment.

with two inmates during the tour. The 
first man, a convicted rapist, was led 
into the chapel and sat in one of  the 
low, green plastic chairs. Sex offenders 
are kept separate from other inmates in 
the prison. Due to the nature of  their 
crimes, this segregation is partially 
to prevent incidents of  violence.

“I read my books,” he said. “I 
talk to my cellmates. That’s it.”

Init ial ly unwil l ing to talk 
much about himself, he looked 
to  Axe l s son  be tween  shor t 
answers  to ini t ia l  quest ions.

“I don’t want you to answer 
any questions you’re uncomfortable 
with,” she said, nodding. He opened 
up about his worries over how people 
will treat him when he leaves prison.

“Give us a chance,” he said. 
“Some people make mistakes.”

He and the second inmate 
said the prison system could do 
more to integrate inmates after 
they have served their t ime.

Bryon Kosevnikoff, the second 
inmate to speak to students, has 
been in and out of  the prison 
system since he was 14 years old. 
Currently, he faces charges that 
include kidnapping and vehicle theft.

“Once I’m free, I just go 
haywire,” he said. Kosevnikoff  said 
the resentment and aggression builds 
up inside him and results in his anger 
when he leaves. He told the students 
he wanted to see more educational 
programs in place. Kosevnikoff  
thinks many people in prison stay 
entrenched in the mindset, but he 
hopes he can change in the future.

Kosevnikoff  told students he 
writes letters to the Fairbanks Daily 
News Miner. In his most recent letter, 
from Jan. 25, he talked about his 
personal experiences witnessing drug 
abuse and his desire to becoming a 
drug counselor when he leaves prison.

As for the convicted rapist, his 
sentencing in April will determine 
how long he will remain imprisoned. 
He may be facing up to 30 years 
in jail, having already spent almost 
4 years waiting for a decision.

“You get used to these places,” 
he said. “I’m afraid to be outside. 
Everything has changed outside.”

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Kyrie Long
Copy Editor

Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

Fairbanks rep talks 
budget woes

Students get a look behind bars

Arti Gras raises funds for arts

Carson Frank / Sun Star

Sgt. William Gaddis talks with UAF students visiting Fairbanks Correctional Center. Prison 
Superintendent Tamara Axelson (right) looks on. Adam Tanner / UAF Journalism

An attendee cuts a hand-drawn mask out of paper. The event is held as a fundraiser for 
the Fairbanks Arts Association. Amelia Huff / Sun Star
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The world is in the midst of  
the most dire refugee crisis since 
World War II, with over 71 million 
people displaced, and yet reliable 
information is not easy to procure. 

The UAF Office of  Leadership, 
I n v o l v e m e n t  &  Vo l u n t e e r 
Experience hosted their Winter 
Service Project on Friday, Feb. 24.

Participants were invited to 
decorate recycled paper journals 
for the Interior Alaska Center for 
Non-Violent Living (IAC). Grace 
Weller, LIVE student assistant for 
volunteering, noted that the women 

The Winter Carnival is a Fairbanks tradition that dates back to 
the territorial era. It was created to provide entertainment and 
activity during the long winter months

The SRC lights powered down 
and students powered up their 
blasters for a game on Saturday 
night. On Feb. 25, the recreation 
center turned into a battleground: 
classmate against classmate in a 

Dog mushers and their helpers 
came to UAF’s Beluga Field 
Saturday Feb. 25 to take members 
of  the public for a ride, as well 
as teach a few mushing basics. 
Riders departed the sled with big 
smiles, and some immediately 
got back in line to ride again.

Over half  of  those refugees are 
children, some of  whom have 
no adults accompanying them.

Dorothy Parvaz, a journalist 
from the news organization Al 
Jazeera, discussed the crisis and her 
experiences covering it in a lecture 

Feb. 23. Parvas has covered numerous 
stories of  migrants, refugees and the 
issues facing them, and has described 
some of  the horrific ordeals those 
people endure in their search for safety.

Parvaz stressed that some 
countries  don’t  give ci t izens 
necessary paperwork to enter other 
countries lawfully and Americans 
might view as a suspicious lack of  
documentation is a fact of  life in 
many countries. Palestinian travel 
documents, for example, aren’t 
accepted anywhere, because Palestine 
has yet to be recognized as a formal 
country. For many migrants fleeing 
violence, this leads to desperation.

“If  there was a sane process [for 
immigration] nobody would be doing 
this, nobody would be jumping into the 
Mediterranean or crawling over fences 
through barbed wire,” Parvaz said.

She also drew attention to was 
the island prisons, Manus and 
Nauru, where Australia is sending 
refugees. The horrible conditions 
inside the prisons have recently 
come to light and Australia is now 
trying to shut the prisons down.

“I feel compelled to tell stories,” 
Parvaz said. “[I am] trying to bring 
the world closer, to bring people 
closer, to make you understand 
that we’re not that different.”

She related her belief  that 
most of  the world’s problems 

can be solved with empathy. 
“No one has ever said ‘Oh, we 

came to a horrible decision because we 
knew each other too well,’” Parvaz said.

Born in Iraq, Parvaz and her 
family immigrated to Canada at the 
age of  13. Later in life Parvas took a 
position teaching English in Japan. 
While in Japan she landed a job at 
an English-language daily paper 
called The Asahi Shimbun. Parvaz 
has been in journalism ever since, 
working her way from temp to editor 
at the Seattle Post-Intelligencer until 
the paper went online-only in 2009. 
She then worked as a freelancer in 
London for a year before joining the 
Qatari news organization Al Jazeera.

Parvaz says she found it exciting 
to be part of  a news organization 
that was expanding instead of  
shrinking. She also expressed her 
appreciation for the way Al Jazeera 
handles stories on the Middle East, 
which differ greatly from what she 
called a “colonial” way of  reporting.

There best ways to help refugees, 
Parvaz said, are to support aid 
organizations, such as the Red Cross, 
the Red Crescent and UN, all of  which 
provide medical assistance to refugees 
and migrants from all over the globe. 
She also said interested citizens should 
pressure their governments for more 
compassionate immigration policies.

involved in IAC’s programs expressed 
that they were interested in having 
journals or notebooks to write down 
thoughts and feelings, and track 
their goals and accomplishments.

Weller and Cody Rogers, associate 
director of  the Wood Center, 
assembled the journals using recycled 
paper. Weller collected magazines, 
stickers, stamps and collage materials 
for participants to decorate the 
covers and pages of  the journals.

low lit game of  laser tag. GlowFest 
was just one part of  the festivities 
available at UAF’s Winter Carnival. 
For the students involved, the night 
was dark, but charged with energy.

Winter Carnival

Snedden lecture illuminates refugee crisis

Winter Service Project

Dog Mushing

GlowFest

A member of the audience asked if it was safe to give donations to Red Crescent, the contemporary 
of the Red Cross which operates in the Middle East. They expressed concerns about ending up 
on a government “list.” In response, Parvaz shrugged and said, “I’m probably on a list, don’t ask 
me.” Kael Knight / Sun Star

UAF LIVE hosted their Winter Carnival Service project on Friday, Feb. 24 in Arctic Java. 
Students were invited to decorate recycled journals to donate to the Interior Alaska Center for 
Non-Violent Living. – Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Jacob Larson (right) 
with his team is all 
set to eliminate their 
opponents in a game of 
Laser Tag at GlowFest on 
Saturday, Feb. 25 at SRC.
Tauseef Mahmood
/ Sun Star

Above:
Two dog mushers, Jameson 

Kapec and Ed Abrahamson gave 
free sled dog rides on Beluga 

Field. One of Kapec’s dogs waits 
patiently to be harnessed onto 

the sled. 
Jeremiah Malzahn / Staff 

Photographer



February 28, 2017
5

The Sun Star
www.uafsunstar.comSPORTS

Nanooks  men’s  basketbal l 
had a close call against Northwest 
Nazarene University but won their 
final home game of  the season 73-
70. At half  time, the team was tied 
with Northwest 33-33. When it 
came down to final half, however, 
the Nanooks managed to score 
the final 3 points that put them in 
the lead and won them the game.

The Central Washington Wildcats 
out-hustled the Nanooks on Thursday, 
winning 74-67. The Nanooks couldn’t 
pull out their game to get the win.

“We had a good enough team 
and this league’s tough and had 
too many close games and just like 
tonight we just couldn’t find ways too 
pull out,” Brandon Davis, Nanooks 
guard, said. “They were better than 
us tonight. They made their shots. 
Its just the way it goes sometimes.”

Nanooks hustled during each 
position to score a basket but couldn’t 
quite get the right feel for the ball to 
make one. Michael Kluting (#40) 
saved the team in the first half  with 
back-to-back two point shots all over 
inside the paint. On the defensive side, 
the Nanooks got outplayed with power 
rebounds by Wildcat Fuquan Niles.

The Nanooks managed to keep 
the game close through persistence 
and teamwork. Adante Jones made 
a great shot with the assist and steal 
from teammate Matlock, which ended 
the first half  with a slim margin. The 
game continued to be a battle between 
the two teams, but the ‘Nooks couldn’t 
overcome the Wildcats, and missed 
a number of  scoring opportunities.

Grace Ongtowasruk
Sun Star

Kyrie Long
Copy Editor

Wildcats snatch victory from Nanooks

Nanooks conquer Crusaders in finals

LaDonavan Wilder (#20) goes in for a dunk against Central Washington. Wilder earned 10 points for the Nanooks. Max McKernan / Sun Star

Below: Bangaly Kaba (#13) plays an 
aggressive offense against Northwest 
Nazarene on Saturday, the last home 

game of his college career. Max 
McKernan / Sun Star

Right: Donavan Wilder (#20) goes for 
a reverse layup against Northwest 

Nazarene on Saturday.
Max McKernan / Sun Star

maybe you look good inPRINT.
Try on a new look by writing for the Sun Star - a weekly print 
and web publication run and written by students.  Freelance 
reporters are paid per piece and gain valuable work experience. 

If you’re interested in writing an article, a column, or a beat for 
the Sun Star, drop by one of our staff meetings Sundays at 1:00 
p.m. at our office in 305 constitution hall or email us at 
editor@uafsunstar.com.
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As a result of  the findings, 
UA President Johnsen signed an 
agreement with the Office detailing 
federal  requirements for the 
university to address its shortcomings, 
including the re-examination of  
previously closed cases. Among 
other requirements, the agreement 
mandates reassessment of  23 
previously closed sexual assault files of  
incidents occurring from 2011 to 2013.

In its letter, the Office for Civil 
Rights references examples from 
19 different sexual assault cases. 
In a 2014 example, a director of  
a UA satellite college was alleged 
to have sexually harassed multiple 
UA students and employees. The 
case was never completed after 
the director resigned and no 
relief  was provided to the victims.

In another example, a student 
teacher was accused of  sexually 
harassing middle school students. 
UA faculty discussed the incident 
among themselves, but didn’t report 
the student. Eventually the student 
was arrested for sexually harassing 
high school students, but the Title 
IX office didn’t investigate because 
allegedly no victims were UA students.

The letter cites many cases where 
alleged victims were offered no relief  
during the investigation and in most 
of  the re-opened cases the university 
is instructed to “assess what effects, 
if  any, the complainant suffered as a 
consequence of  the [UA] System’s 
apparent failure to offer interim relief.”

The letter also references 
multiple cases where the student 
reporting assault or harassment 
was sanctioned for alcohol use 
instead of  receiving support.

Former reporting procedures gave 
rights to the student accused of  sexual 
misconduct that were not given to the 
student filing the report. Although UA 
revised those procedures during the 
investigation, investigators found the 
revised reporting system inconsistent 

“Under the Clery Act ... whenever 
there’s an incident we’re able to issue 
a ‘timely warning,’” Votava said.

“We issue timely warnings 
with every case that we feel there 
is a serious community threat.”

The act requires all universities 
that use federal financial aid 
programs to disclose information 
about crime on or near their campus.

“There is a difficult challenge 
in balancing transparency and 
confidentiality of  the parties 
involved,” Thomas said. “You 
heard me report the number of  
expulsions and suspensions, I think 
that’s something that the university 
can and should do annually.”

Asked for comment, students did 

and unclear, due to multiple 
intersecting systems among different 
UA organizations that caused 
confusion among Title IX staff.

The federal investigators believed 
the process for filing sexual assault 
complaints are not easily understood 
and cites other, minor Title IX 
infractions due to lack of  informational 
documentation provided by UA.

According to Johnsen and 
the Office for Civil Rights, the 
investigation involved review of  over 
20,000 documents and information 
posted on university websites, 
interviews with 59 staff members and 
17 on-site focus group sessions with 
students. Investigators determined 
the severity of  sexual harassment 
cases based on the type, frequency 
and severity of  harassment, age and 
relationship of  the people involved, 
the setting the harassment occurred 
in and “other relevant factors.”

In 2014 the UA system was 
among 67 schools the Department 
of  Education announced were 
under review. The federal agency 
did not provide any specific reason 
why UA was selected, but then-
UA spokesperson Kate Wattum 
reported to the Daily News Miner 
she suspected the review was due to 
Alaska’s high rates of  sexual assault.

As a result of  the findings, 
Johnsen has signed an agreement 
detailing measures to improve UA’s 
handling of  sexual harassment and 
discrimination at the University. 
The agreement outlines required 
responsibilities and training for Title 
IX coordinators, including (but not 
limited to) how to address the risk an 
accused rapist may pose to students, 
what actions constitute sexual 
assault, the role drugs and alcohol 
play in consent and how to identify 
and eliminate hostile environments.

For the full documents go to 
www.alaska.edu/titleIXcompliance. 
For questions about the results, 
s t u d e n t s  c a n  c o n t a c t  t h e 
investigators listed in the letter.

not express optimism that their needs 
would be met despite the changes.

“You would think that a university 
would provide a safe space for 
people who have been through these 
traumatic events and there would be 
some kind of  justice to be had,” Jay 
Santiago, a psychology student, said. 
“It seems like the university is more 
focused on their public image rather 
than the safety of  their students.”

T h i s  w a s  e c h o e d 
b y  a n o t h e r  s t u d e n t .

“Some more responsibility on 
their end would be nice,” Colin 
McKenzie, a fisheries student, said. 
“It seems like up to this point they’ve 
been insulating themselves from 
these issues and playing them down. 
I understand transparency is an issue 

when it comes to confidentiality.”
McKenzie stated that they 

could still have transparency in 
the system and how it operates 
and how they’re going to take 
accountabi l i ty in the future.

“I know some people like in close 
proximity, that have been victims of  
sexual assault,” Santiago said. “Some 
of  these students feel that if  they were 
to report [ offending students] nothing 
would happen anyway. So there is a 
combination of  low student morale 
and the fact that they have no faith in 
the system. That’s probably why cases 
are as prevalent as they are here.”

Thomas brought up that UAF 
expelled 6 students and suspended 
5 for sexual assault or harassment 
between July 2015 and Jan. 2017.

“We’ve done a lot, but it’s not 
enough,” Johnsen said. “We’re 
still looking to improve ... we’re 
committed to promoting a culture 
of  safety on all of  our campuses.”

When asked about sanctions for 
offenders, UAF Chancellor Dana 
Thomas responded stating that 
UAF imposes interim measures like 
moving students out of  residence halls 
or trespassing them from campus.

“We protect our students and 
community while maintaining a 
due process for our respondents,” 
Thomas said. “That’s a delicate 
balance, and it’s very much like 
the judicial system when they 
make a judgement as to whether 
to let somebody out on bail or not.”

New Title IX rules

Title IX report Title IX agreement requirements
for University of Alaska

To read the full resolution agreement, visit www.alaska.edu/titleIXcompliance/
Infographic by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Re-assess 23 previously closed cases from 2011 - 2015.

Review all sexual harassment reports from 2014 - 2016 and 
determine if each case was evaluated fairly and provide 
remedies when necessary.

Provide information sessions about how to identify and report 
sexual discrimination and assault during residence life 
orientation.

Ensure requirements for Title IX staff training and 
responsibilities are met.

Establish student committees to recommend ways to help 
students understand Title IX and student rights.

Revise reporting procedures for sex discrimination (including 
sexual assault and rape) in a way that’s simple, easy to 
understand and readily accessible on University publications 
such as course catalogs and employee handbooks.

Ensure Residence Life staff report and refer complaints involving 
sex discrimination to the Title IX office within 24 hours.

Continue to coordinate with local law enforcement agencies

Provide complete investigation files and information about 
sexual harassment complaints to the Office for Civil Rights for 
the next three years.

Ensure the availability of informational materials about 
reporting sexual harassment, counseling services, academic 
assistance, Title IX contacts and interim measures.

Provide notice of nondiscrimination and Title IX informational 
materials to students participating in off-campus UA activities 
(such as internships).

Revise and publish a single notice of nondiscrimination. 

Conduct annual climate checks for students to assess the 
effectiveness of these measures.

Continued from pg 1.

Continued from pg 1.
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Starting fall semester 2017, 
failure to complete the required 
H ave n / A l c o h o l E d u  t r a i n i n g 
courses will result in a registration 
hold instead of  the previously-
mandated $150 fee. The change, 
which was requested by ASUAF 
and implemented by university 
administration, has been met with 
mixed responses from students.

The fee, which took effect with 
the sexual consent and repsonsible 
drinking training courses  in 
fall of  last year, seemed lax to 
ASUAF President Colby Freel.

“The fee meant that the training 
is not truly mandatory because 
you [can] still register for classes 
and be part of  our community 
and not take it,” Freel said. “The 
registration hold makes the training 
mandatory, which is what we want.”

However, the switch to a 
registration hold for students who 
do not complete the training seems 
like a step too far for some students.

“I don’t agree with it,” Khan 
Overcast, a physics student, said. 
“Primarily because it operates 
under the assumption that people 
aren’t  responsible with their 
alcohol. People that abuse should 
be the ones who take the class.”

C h r s t i n a  D r u m h i l l e r,  a 
student in metalsmithing, says it’s 
not really the university’s place.

“It’s like one of  those over reaching 
Res Life policies where they’re trying 
to baby sit adults,” Drumhiller said. 
“I know it’s a problem up here but 
it’s not their job in my opinion.”

Drumhil ler felt  that more 
emphasis should put on the law 
enforcement side of  the issue. The 
switch from a $150 fee to a registration 
hold seemed wrong, she said.

“That’s kind of  a counter intuitive 
move as far as upping enrollment,” 
Drumhiller said. “I mean, I didn’t 

hear about it for a while so if  it’s that 
steep of  a punishment, they need 
to raise awareness of  the policy.” 

Some s tudent s  expre s sed 
a p p rov a l  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e .

“It is not difficult to complete 
the online course,” said Brandon 
Blum, a political science student 
who has completed the training.

Blum agreed with Freel that 
placing a substantial fee as an 
incentive to complete the program 
was too punishing on already 

financially burdened individuals.
“The new direction will be effective 

at accomplishing the educational 
goal with the proper incentive 
structure for freshmen,” Blum said.

While some are concerned 
the registration hold may drop 
enrollment numbers, Freel says 
that argument doesn’t hold water.

“We have other things that 
we have to complete before we 
register for classes,” Freel said. “We 
all have to go see an adviser, you 

could make the same argument 
that seeing an adviser is an extra 
step before registering for classes.”

B l u m  s h a r e d  t h e s e 
sentiments, emphasizing that the 
training doesn’t take that long.

“There’s a myriad of  ways 
that the University puts holds on a 
student’s ability to register that are 
often obtuse and difficult to sort out,” 
Blum said. “This program takes no 
more than 90...minutes to complete. 
I don’t believe it will stop people’s 
pursuing of  higher education.”

Before the or ig inal  $150 
fee incentive was settled on, 
the committee  organized to 
implement this  training was 
contemplating a $300 fee, Freel said.

“$300 is the cap at which a 
registration hold is triggered,” Freel 
said. “So they wanted a registration 
hold in addition to the $300.”

If  a student did not take the 
training two semesters in a row, 
accruing two separate $150 fees, a 
registration hold would have been 
implemented anyway, Freel explained.

Freel’s biggest concern was 
that the fee intensive placed a 
bigger burden on less aff luent 
students than it did on others.

“So, where a student with access to 
financial resources could easily choose 
not to take the training and suffer the 
$150 fee, poorer students, for lack 
of  a better term, wouldn’t,” Freel 
said. “We’re kind of  oppressing that 
demographic people because they’re 
less affluent. It’s a more significant 
burden on them which isn’t fair.”

P e o p l e  d o n ’ t  l i k e 
abrupt  change,  Free l  sa id .

“People get very used to the status 
quo and so when they changes it seems 
very alarming,” Freel said. “This 
idea that adding more steps before 
registering for classes is unheard of, is 
faulty. we have so many other things 
we have to do before registering for 
classes so this is just one other piece.”

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Students react to required training penalties
NEWS

floating room
s u n l e s s

I feel like I am supposed to really 
emotional in detailing this album. 
And if  I weren’t, there would be fans 
who would want to punch me in the 

Becca Cadalzo
I’m Fine

face for not feeling the same emotion 
as them.

It’s hard for me to explain what I 
feel when I’m listening to this album. 
I’m not a very nostalgic person, so 
that this album makes me feel like I’m 
17, doesn’t exactly mean it resonates 
with me in the now.

Nevertheless, I think this album 
is very decent. There is a lot of  
accessibility for having elements that 
are at times esoteric. Such as the lofi-
feedback and rainbow pitching of  
“Warm Death.” That track is followed 
by “Fun,” a Paramore-esque ear 
worm.

“Sunless” has awesome melodies, 
tone and hybridity, but whereas when 
an album lacks in these areas, their 

This is the solo project of  Becca 
Cadalzo, the vocalist of  the now 
defunct punk band from 2011-2013 
called Cerce. A sudden unexplained 
breakup/hiatus/??? in 2013 led to 
a new band called Lovechild that 
Cadalzo was not a part of. She 
posted “Not as solid as lovechild, but 
I released this yesterday. -Becca” last 
November on Cerce’s Facebook. This 
past Valentines Day, Cerce released 
their discography and cassettes with 
100 percent of  the proceeds donated 
to Planned Parenthood.

“The A-Word” is about abortion, 

lyrics, experimentalism or personality 
is accentuated, these areas feel missing.

“Driving” makes me feel like 
I’m at a Wednesday night, youth 
worship, where the musicians 
pay close attention to their gear, 
presence and atmosphere. And while 
the atmosphere they evoke often 
enraptures the audience to sing-along 
with their hands up and tears rolling 
down their cheek, I feel like their is 
something missing.

And that could be anything, it 
could just be me not feeling what they 
are feeling. I just don’t get it and while 
I’m okay with accepting that it is just 
a personal problem, I have my own 
doubts about the authenticity about 
the emotion.

and the social stigmas of  avoiding 
saying that word in public. I get a 
slight GTOFY vibe from this song.

“Cheater, Cheater” is about how 
if  her boyfriend cheats on her again, 
she’ll kill him. Her vocals are very 
poppy and the electronic music in the 
background is icy.

“Just For Me” is a personal track, 
as in its written for her. She is sick 
to death of  how men have abused 
her, and is rightfully taking control 
of  herself. There is a somber piano 
chord pattern in the verse and a funky 
dubstep drop in the chorus.

Even if  the emotion was felt 
at the time of  writing and is still 
felt when performing, sometimes 
music that is practiced heavily and 
performed thoroughly sounds unreal 
on recording.

This may be the desired goal for 
some. I just find it to be bland at that 
point personally.

Fave tracks:
“Netsuki,” “Fun,” “Sick Day”

If  you feel any solidarity from this 
album, please do not let my opinion 
take away from that. I hope that those 
who lack that can find that in this 
review. And eventually, possibly that 
divide can be bridged.

“Making a Monster” is about 
how Cadalzo never gave consent to 
one of  her friends that “touched” her 
while she was sleeping. She didn’t tell 
anyone, but he twisted the truth to 
cover himself  to their friends.

“Abusive Habits” is about her self  
abuse. At the end of  the song she takes 
responsibility for all she has done. 
The production reminds of  J-Pop or 
Meishi Smile’s “Honey” in particular.

Overall, this is a really impressive 
debut effort. The artwork by Jenna 
Yenik is awesome. The finished 
recording came out really lush.

Lil’ music reviews
A bi-weekly column by Alan Fearns, General Manager at KSUA

All incoming freshmen, new students and new employees are required to take the Haven/
AlcoholEdu online training within their first semester or a registration hold will be placed on 
their account. Erin Granger / Sun Star
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Title IX town hall
At one point, Mark Oldmixon, 

director of  DRAW, asked the panel 
what they would do differently 
in past cases, specifically the 
Wattum case from September.

Dean of  Students  Laura 
McCollough’s response caused 
a distinct stir in the audience.

“We wish that  i t  hadn’t 
happened,” McCollough said. “I 
wish the complainant in that case 
could have felt better about what 
she received from the university.”

Jason Foreman, a biology 
student, said he attended the event 
after reading an Alaska Dispatch 
N e w s  a r t i c l e 
about the report.

“The president’s 
email that he sent out 
really just seemed like 
a lot of  political ass-
covering type stuff,” 
Foreman said. “And 
then I read the article 
and I was like ‘oh, the 
university system has 
been really backwards 
for a long time and negatively effecting 
people’s lives for a long time.’”

Foreman said that he was 
thought it was likely that the 
university would make changes.

“I think now that they have their 
feet to the fire they’re going to enact 
some positive change,” Foreman said.

Fo r  S u n w o o d ,  t h e s e 
year s  o f  mishandl ing could 
h a v e  b e e n  p r e v e n t e d .

“So many of  the violations 
that OCR is calling the university 
on are things that some of  us have 
been saying since many many years 
ago,” Sunwood said. “Who knows 
what could have been prevented 
if  we’d been in compliance and 

done it right for all these years.”
Sunwood said that as people 

talk about Title IX problems and 
read the reports they will start 
holding the university accountable.

Jeffery Benowitz, a professor in 
tectonics, was cautiously hopeful.

“As town hall forums go—I thought 
it was very successful.” Benowitz 
said with a qualifier. “It was clear 
there was still a little double speak”

Benowitz was referring to when 
Regent Davis spoke up stating that 
when the Board hired Jim Johnsen 
as the UA president they told him 
that there was “no budget restraints” 

when it  came to 
student safety. After 
Johnsen was hired the 
Community Service 
Officer program was 
cut which Benowitz 
brought up during 
t h e  t o w n  h a l l .

“Clearly there is a 
misconnect,” he said.

W h i l e  s o m e 
students  at tended 

the event,  Shirl ie  Morin,  a 
student studying social work, 
wished more students showed up.

“I’ve been to many forums over 
the last few years and they lack student 
participation,” Morin said. “They 
want to hear student feedback but 
they aren’t figuring out a good way for 
students here to give their feedback.”

Morin stated that students might 
feel more comfortable in smaller 
group or individual conversations.

“I think it’s really important for 
students to realize … that there have 
been a lot of  changes, there have been 
a lot of  improvements,” Morin said. 
“There have been a lot of  really great 
improvements but we still have a long 

way to go … I just hope that that will 
continue to happen, especially with the 
new chancellor coming in next year.”

While unrest was prevalent 
throughout the forum, Thomas 

said he was hopeful for the future.
“ T h i s  i s  a n  i n c re d i b l y 

important issue,” Thomas said 
after the forum. “And we have 
to keep the conversation going.”

Adventure photographer offers tips to students
Lindsey Parkinson
Sun Star

Specia l iz ing in  adventure 
photography, Seth Adams documents 
his own trips and the feats of  his 
friends. His photos have captured 
such events as skiing from Kobuk 
to Kotzebue last March, mountain 
biking through the deserts of  Arizona 
over the holidays or ice climbing 
at the recent Valdez Ice Festival.

In a presentation to the Frozen 
Lenses club Tuesday, Adams said 
that he doesn’t ask his subjects 
to pose when he takes his shots.

“Put it on auto and take 
a lot of  photos,” Adams said. 
“[Adventure photography] should 
be things you are doing anyway.”

Adams defined three kinds of  
photographers: the artists, who can 
take great photos with anything, 
the geeks, who like the lighting 
and the tech and are potentially 
more interested in the stuff  than 
the people, and the journalists 
who just go out and take pictures. 
Adams said to “identify which one 
you are and work on the rest of  it.”

O t h e r  a d v e n t u r e 
pho tog raphy  t i p s  i nc luded :

• Ensure subjects are wearing 
bright colors

• Use the rule of  thirds “like a 
boss”

• Frame the subject in a way that 
the horizon lines lead the eye 
towards them

• Be fast
• And finally, be easy to work with.

Adams juried the 2017 Peter 
MacKeith Memorial Photography 
Exhib i t ion .  The  25  chosen 
photos submitted for the theme 
Ascension will be displayed in 
Arctic Java from March 3-19.

Above: Seth Adams, outdoor adventure writer 
and photographer from Fairbanks, AK 
photographs friend, Sarah Hart on a climbing 
trip in the Canadian Rockies near Canmore, 
Alberta. Photo Courtesy of Seth Adams.

Left: Seth Adams, local freelancer writer and 
photographer was the juror for the 2017 Peter 
MacKeith Memorial Photograhy Exhibition: 
Ascension. Thursday, Feb. 23 Adams spoke 
at Schaible Auditorium and provided several 
tips to budding adventure photographers and 
shared outtakes from a recent trip.
Lindsey Parkinson / Sun Star

Continued from pg 1.

Interim Chancellor Dana Thomas addresses UAF students, staff and faculty during a forum 
Thursday evening in Wood Center. The forum was held to discuss the recent review released 
by the Office of Civil Rights outlining the university’s failures. Erin Granger / Sun Star

"If we could fix 
[past cases] we 

would. Too little, 
too late."

-Interim Chancellor
Dana Thomas
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Naturally Perspiring By  Mason Schoemaker

‘Nook on the Street
Title IX has completed their investigation of  the September sexual assault case 2 months ago, but the dean of  students has yet to 
take disciplinary action. The UAF administration may not announce when the case is closed or if  actions are taken. This week we 

asked students: Do you think disciplinary action in these cases should be public knowledge?

Adrian Antonio, computer engineering, 
freshman

Kaylee Stickel, biology, sophomore

Stefan Johnson, secondary 
education and history, sophomore

Sydney Reese, english, junior

“I feel like it is the choice of  the people 
on the matter. Like when I have a 
problem I don’t necessarily want to 
blurt it out to the public. If  it’s to help 
the privacy of  the person, then they are 
doing a good job of  doing that. Because 
you don’t necessarily want to show that 
to the public. If  the public wants that 
information they should publicize it, 
but the people involved should be the 
final judge.”

“No I don’t think that’s necessary. I 
mean, yes they deserve punishment, 
but why do I need to know about 
that?”

“To a degree it should be public 
knowledge because a lot of  people 
don’t have faith in the University 
and if  people know they are taking 
action maybe they don’t have to 
smear names all over it. I think it 
would restore faith in the University 
a little bit, since they are historically 
so un-thorough and generally don’t 
take measures for stuff like that.”

“I think that people need to be aware 
of  punishments that are being issued 
so that it doesn’t happen again. If  
people don’t know that these acts 
are punishable, people will be more 
likely to commit them.”

Andrew Adler, mechanical 
engineering, sophomore
“I would say if  the person is okay 
with having it be public knowledge, 
‘cause I feel like if  you had something 
happen to you, you might not want 
it public. But if  they were okay with 
it I don’t see why it wouldn’t be.”

Benson Hoover, petroleum 
engineering, sophmore
“I think that that’s perfectly fine as 
long as the victim doesn’t have any 
issues with it for any reason.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Max Erickson / Sun Star

The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 28
Brown Jug is holding a Mardi Gras 
Beer Pairing Dinner today! If  that 
sounds like your jam, you can stop by 
Raven Landing from 7-9 p.m. 
If  you want to come dressed in 
purple, gold and green, you might 
have a chance at a Mardi Gras crown. 
It sounds like the chef  is going to be 
running with a Cajun theme, which 
seems delightful to me. But then, I 
think Cajun-style meals are incredibly 
delicious, so I’m more or less biased.
– Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Wednesday / 1
Horror and thriller fans rejoice! 
“Get Out” has recently entered 
theaters, and is getting incredible 
reviews from critics and audiences 
alike. Be sure to go and see it in 
theaters while it’s there. There are 
four showings today: 1:10 p.m., 

4:05 p.m., 7:00 p.m. and 10:05, 
so you have plenty of  options to go see 
it today. – Ben Ellis / Web Editor

Thursday / 2
Happy 113th Birthday, Dr. Seuss! The 
Fairbanks Children’s Musuem 
is having a birthday celebration in 
honor of  Dr. Seuss. There will be 
fun activities inspired by Dr. Seuss’s 
books. It will be from 2-5 p.m. – 
Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Friday / 3
First Friday is holding a Meet the 
Artist event. Come enjoy snacks! 
Brandy Millis, as well as Jamie and 
Mason Millis will be featuring some of  
their work at this event downtown. It 
looks like attendiance is free. The 
event will be from 5 - 8 p.m.
– Jeremiah Malzahn / Staff Photographer

Saturday / 4
The “Art in the Arctic” Art Show 
will be having their opening at Birch 
Hill Ski Area this evening starting at 
5 p.m with drinks and appetizers 
followed by a silent auction. This show 
will feature a number of  Alaskan 
artists, focusing on Arctic wildlife and 
their habitats. Admission is free so 
grab some friends and go look at some 
cool art. – Erin Granger / Staff Writer

Sunday / 5
Witness the jaw-dropping displays 
of  ice sculptures carved by over 
seventy ice artist teams competing 
for the annual World Ice Art 
Championship right here in Fairbanks 
at Ice Alaska. Open from 10 a.m.-
10 p.m. Day passes are $15 per 
person. – Tauseef  Mahmood / Sun Star

Monday / 6
By today, I’ll be pretty much checked 
out in anticipation of  Spring Break. 
Actually, come to think of  it, I am 
even as I write this. But in the event 
that you’re not, you could head 
downtown around 10 a.m. for 
the actual start of  the Iditarod. 
I specify actual because, due to a lack 
of  decorum on the part of  Anchorage, 
they insist on having a “ceremonial 
start” down there. Basically, they 
run the dogs all of  three blocks on 
borrowed snow, then load everybody 
up and send them here for the 
actual beginning of  the race. It’s a 
bit baffling. In any case, watch, but 
don’t approach the dogs.
– Spencer Tordoff / Editor-in-Chief

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
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Drop by the OIT Service Desk where there’s 
FREE tech help for all UAF students! OIT Techs 
can rebuild operating systems, remove spyware 
and viruses, and attempt to recover lost �les. 

Just bring in your software license keys and 
Polar Express card, along with your device, to the 
OIT Service Desk Bunnell 231 or Butrovich 105.

Technology 
on the skids?

OIT Service Desk
Campus Core - Bunnell 231
West Ridge - Butrovich 105
(907) 450-8300 alaska.edu/oit
helpdesk@alaska.edu

3519603_19583

10x5

4c Resources for your 
college questions

When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the 
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.

We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families 
find answers to their college questions:

•  CollegeSTEPS® program: sign up to receive college planning tips, tools, and 
resources by email at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps

•  Student Center: whether you are in high school, preparing for college,
or about to graduate, we’re here to support you every step of the way at 
wellsfargo.com/studentcenter

•  Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire
college experience at blogs.wf.com/studentloandown/

•  Calculators and money management: view our private student loan products 
and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information.
University Branch • 794 University Ave. • 907-474-4100
Gaffney Branch • 620 Gaffney Rd. • 907-459-4373
Cushman Branch • 613 Cushman • 907-459-4373
Bentley Branch • 40 College Rd. • 907-459-4363

© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (3519603_19583)

This snow on the roads 
makes me feel like I’m going 
to BEARrel into the ditch!


