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While Strategic Pathways directly 
affects the student body through 
consolidating and restructuring 
programs, few students showed up for 
a forum held by Tuesday afternoon.

The Wood Center ballroom 
was lightly peppered with under 40 
people, counting students, staff  and 
faculty. UA President Jim Johnsen 
and Interim Chancellor Dana 
Thomas were on-hand to answer 
questions about the process, and 
while many seats remained empty, 
there were plenty of  questions.

Enhanced Collaboration

Alina Fairbanks, a fisheries 
student, brought up the fact 
that Strategic Pathways, while 
designed to streamline university 
functions, has caused a lot of  
inter and intra-campus strife.

“After [this] is done, what’s going 
to happen to the tension between 
the different schools here, specifically 
between UAF and the UA system?” 
Fairbanks said. “Because every 
college, and professors and students 
within that, are really fighting for their 
specific major and their college. How 
are we going to overcome the tension 
caused by moving and directing 
different colleges and schools?”

Johnsen’s response focused on 
future policies that will encourage 
i n t e r - c a m p u s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .

“When a campus has a specific 
mission, often the system is looking at 
things at another level,” Johnsen said, 
“the state’s needs for higher education 
as opposed to more regional needs 
the campus may be thinking about. 
Those tensions are always going to 
be there, but to the extent we can 
create processes that encourage 
collaboration, I think will help.”

Thomas used the fisheries 
department as a current example 
of  functional collaboration between 
campuses, emphasizing the work 
UAS and UAF have done together. 
Fisheries is one of  the departments 
up for restructuring during this 
second phase of  Strategic Pathways.

Further collaboration was a 
focus of  discussion throughout the 
forum. Julie Maiers, a developmental 
math professor, expressed support 
for option six within the Community 
Campuses report found on the 
Strategic Pathways website. This 
option places focus on enhanced 
collaboration and alignment among 
community campuses across UA 
system, according to the report.

“I’ve been with the community 
campuses in one way or another 
for a while and they’re excellent at 
delivering courses in diverse ways, 
face-to-face, intensives, e-Learning 
and synchronistic distance classes. 
Some of  those students need one or 
all of  those,” Maiers said. “I think 
keeping an open mind, flexibility 
and collaboration, that’s how 
we’re going to win through this.”

A UAF neurobiology professor 
is patenting a drug that could be 
used to treat Obsessive Compulsive 
Disorder, commonly called OCD.

Professor Abel Bult-Ito’s lab 
recently discovered the drug and 
published a paper on it earlier this year.

“It was like ‘holy cow,’ we’re using 
very low doses of  this drug and the 
behavioral effects are just enormous,” 
said Bult-Ito, who added that the drug 
showed no side-effects for anxiety 
or movement and that it worked 
both short and long-term. “But 
they’re specific for compulsive-like 
behavior ... that was really exciting.”

Initial tests showed that the drug 
“was giving very startling results,” 
according to Swarup Mitra, the PhD 
student at the head of  the study.

“As we were going through we 
were excited,” Mitra said, “but we 
didn’t want to be too excited unless 
all our experiments were completed.”

The Drug

The drug, Desformylf lustra-
bromine or dFBr, was discovered 
and synthesized in a lab by Richard 
Glennon at Virginia Commonwealth 
University. It was then further 
developed my Marvin Schulte at UAF. 
Schulte initially gave the idea of  testing 
dFBr to one of  his graduate students 
who happened to be a friend of  Mitra.

“We started the discussion 
about whether we could test this 
drug on a mouse model,” Mitra 
said. “I said ‘well, we have a 
composite mouse model in our 

The annual Festival of  Native Arts, 
a student-led tradition, celebrated 
its 44th return in the Charles Davis 
Concert Hall last weekend. The event 
played host to vendors selling wares 
from native artwork to medicinal 
herbs, and featured workshops, 

lab so why don’t we do that.’”
The drug has shown good results 

in Bult-Ito’s lab, however, they will 
continue to do research into the 
mechanisms of  how the drug works 
and it still has to go through clinical 
trials in humans. If  it passes clinical 
trials it will go through the process of  
becoming FDA approved for people 
to buy, however the success rate of  
drugs passing clinical trials is only 
ten percent, according to Bult-Ito.

“dFBr was really just a chance type 
thing,” Bult-Ito said. “A lot of  things 
happen because of  careful planning 
but sometimes you’re just lucky.”

The Model

During his post-doctoral work, 
Bult-Ito worked with mice giving 
him the thought that mice’s nest-

performances from groups from 
all over Alaska and Canada and 
a pow-wow ceremony involving 
feasting, dancing and singing.

“I like all the dances and seeing 
the people wearing their traditional 
clothing for the entertainment,” said 
MaryJane Litchard, a vendor who 
has been involved with the festival 
for 15 years. “There’s a chance 

bui ld ing behavior  somet imes 
looked very compulsive. He used 
this in his design for the OCD.

“Nest-building was really our 
contribution to the field,” Bult-Ito said.

His model is what is referred 
to as “spontaneous”—the mice 
naturally display signs of  compulsive 
behavior. This is different from 
“induced” models where the mice 
are given drugs that make them 
compulsive and then they are given 
more drugs to treat the compulsions. 
Bult-Ito said that the spontaneous 
model is good because the mice 
are less altered and more natural.

One possible drawback of  
the model is that the mice don’t 
show symptoms of  anxiety or 
depres s ion  which  are  o f ten 
associated with OCD in humans.

B u l t - I t o  h a d  a  t h e o r y 

from the outlying communities 
to come here and sell our wares.”

The festival was started in 1973 
by a group of  UAF students and 
faculty, with the goal of  bringing 
artists, performers, and performance 
groups from across Alaska to celebrate 
and educate about Native cultures.
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A member of the Acliquq Drummers and Dancers on stage on Friday night, March 2. In traditional Yup’ik dancing, boys and men kneel on the 
floor while the women and girls stand behind them. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star
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A 60-day-old male mouse perceives the Biological Research and Development Facility’s animal 
room from his perch on Abel Bult-Ito’s arm. The mouse, identified by the blue tag in his ear, 
exhibited compulsive behavior. Bult-Ito uses the mice are used as a model for Obsessive-
Compulsive Disorder and anxiety in humans. Photo provided by Abel Bult-Ito.

Festival celebrates Native cultures
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Suspicious Circumstances

2/21/2017 10:44 p.m. - A fist 
fight broke out in the Nenana Lot. 
When an officer arrived and talked 
to the fighters, it was discovered that 
it was a legitimate boxing match.

2/25/2017 11:35 a.m. - An 
online fraud attempt was reported. 
An officer told the person to 
contact internet crime center and 
to stop talking to the fraudster.

Not everything in Alaska is boom 
or bust. A pipeline may remove 
millions of  barrels of  oil each day, 
but a full-grown musk ox on the UA 
farm still produces only five to six 
pounds of  wool, or qiviut, each year.

In 1964 John Teal, a human 
ecologist from Vermont, came 
to Alaska to create a cottage 

Theft

2/22/2017 4:57 p.m. - Gas 
was reported to be siphoned 
from a car in the Taku lot.

Intoxicated Person

2/24/2017 6:29 p.m. - A woman 
was lying on the bench in the 
MACs bus hut, and looked like she 
needed help. She was transported 
to Fairbanks Correctional Center.

2/24/2017 9:58 p.m. - A member 
of  the UAF grounds crew saw a man 

industry in rural Alaskan villages 
and market the qiviut products 
throughout the state and nation.

Qiviut has been called a cross 
between angora and wool, but doesn’t 
have the drawbacks of  either. The 
knitted scarves and accessories are soft 
and strong and are much sought-after.

With musk oxen from Nunivak 
Island and a grant from the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation, Teal established 

stumbling towards the Fine Arts 
building. He was found laying on the 
floor in the men’s room, and was taken 
to Fairbanks Correctional Center.

2/26/2017 5:10 a.m. - A shouting 
drunk woman in Steven’s Hall 
was unsuccessfully trying to get to 
her room. She was arrested and 
taken to Fairbanks Correctional 
Center for disorderly conduct.

Welfare Check

2/22/2017 10:21 p.m. - A child 
was left at the Bunnell House and was 

a 130-acre farm on Yankovich Road, 
behind the University. The farm’s 
goal is to supply sub-stations in 
villages in coastal and tundra Alaska 
with the animals. The villagers will 
then herd the musk oxen, collect the 
qiviut and knit the valuable wool.

Musk oxen are indigenous to 
Alaska but the onslaught of  man 
killed them off in the 1860’s. In 1927 
they were reintroduced into Alaska 

never picked up. A UAF police officer 
responded and contacted Alaska 
State Troopers with information 
to try and find the child’s parents.

Public Contact

2/27/2017 4:19 a.m. - An officer 
gave a banned person a ride off  of  
campus. They claimed they didn’t 
know of  their campus ban and 
were told about it by the officer.

from Greenland stocks. The 30 
imported musk oxen were to come to 
the University but money ran out and 
they were released on Nunivak Island.

By 1964 they had multiplied into 
a herd of  nearly 700 animals. at that 
time an expedition headed by Teal 
captured 34 musk oxen and brought 
them back. Since then the UA herd 
has increased to nearly 150 animals.

Josh Hartman
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Polar Star

The archival materials reproduced in this issue contain the works and thoughts of Polar Star and Sun Star editors and writers from years past. They do not represent the views 
of the Sun Star as a whole, nor those of its current editorial staff. Archives are collected from Rasmuson’s Alaska and Polar Regions Archives as well as Sun Star office records.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
Wild and wooly in the North March 1, 1974

Senators search for stone, approve new ballot initiative
ASUAF is the elected student 
government of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.  The student 
government recieves around 
$500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the 
Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert 
Board as well as student groups 
and services. Meetings are held 
weekly and are open to the public.

The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and / or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters must 
be received by 5 p.m. Friday in 
order to be run in the next issue.  
All letters are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

Ballot initiative for the Student 
Recreation Center Fee

A $30 fee called the “SRC 
Student Access and Facility Fee,” to 
take effect in Fall 2018, will be on the 
ballot for students this March. The 
fee would be used to repair, replace 
and upgrade equipment, according 
to the bill. It would apply to students 
taking at least 6 credits per semester.

Mark Oldmixon, director of  
Wood Center and the Department 
of  Recreation, Adventure and 
Wellness, attended the meeting 
to  support  the  re ferendum.

“The programs that DRAW 
does put on students actually show 

up to,” Senator Georgia Durden 
said, citing her yoga class with 20 
students and one community person.

Oldmixon said a student fee 
would cover their costs once they 
lose their general budget funding, 
which he was told is slated to end 
by Vice Chancellor Gary Gray.

The senate put the referendum 
on the ballot with eight votes 
in favor and two abstentions.

Travel funding for student 
government training conference

The senate did their first reading 
of  a bill which would provide 
funding for Senator Chris Mitchell 
and any other interested senators 
to attend the American Student 
Government Association’s training 
conference on July 22 in Orlando, Fla. 

The bill would use up to 
$2,000 from the Travel Fund 

Budget for transportation and up 
to $1,000 from the Summer Senate 
Contingency budget to cover 
registration fees and hotel costs.

Where is the Tradition Stone?

Publ ic  Relat ions  Director 
Melissa Clark is working with 
senators to make a resolution to 
get the Tradition stone back since 
it has been missing since 2014.

The senate did their first reading 
of  the bill, which would provide a 
$500 reward to the organization/ 
club who relinquishes the Stone 
to the student government. The 
funds would come from ASUAF’s 
rollover funds. The bill was moved 
it to the public relations committee.
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Strategic pathways

Bracing for expected statewide 
budget cuts, including five percent 
cut planned by the senate for next 
year, the Board of  Regents met in 
Anchorage last Thursday and Friday. 
Their talks centered on the university’s 
fiscal situation, as well as the second 
phase of  Strategic Pathways, 
a plan to streamline university 
functions and consolidate programs.

For f i scal  year 2018 the 
regents asked the state for $341 
million to fund the university. 
This counters the governor’s 
proposed budget of  $325 million.

“This is $52 million less than we 
had in FY15, so it’s a lot less,” UA 
President Jim Johnsen said before 
the meeting. “But the good news is, 
this time last year we were at $275 
million coming out of  the house 
subcommittee and it wasn’t until it 
went to the full house committee 
that it went to $325 million.”

The university has seen a 

“More coordination is what 
we need,” Thomas responded.

eLearning

Br ian  Hol s t ,  an  ASUAF 
senator, wanted to know what 
specifically was going to happen 
to eLearning during this phase.

Johnsen said though no decisions 
have been made, e-Learning will play 
a key role in the university’s future.

“We lead the country in the 
percentage of  our people with some 
college and no degree,” Johnsen 
said. “115,000 Alaskans, and if  we’re 
going to reach those people and help 
provide them a step up in their lives 
and careers through higher education, 
it’s not likely to be through face to 
face courses on college campuses, 
it’s more likely to be via eLearning.”

eLearning will remain pivotal 
part of  university education, 
according to Johnsen but that 
face to face learning is essential.

“It’s not all, take it away and 
everything’s done online kind of  
things, and that’s because of  our 
students,” Johnsen said. “Many of  
our students really need and want 
that kind of  face to face service and 
we are committed to providing that.”

State Budget

John George, a professor of  fire 
science at the UAF Community 
and Technical College, expressed 
concer n regarding leg i s lator 
intent language found in the year 
budget handed down by the state.

There are two pieces of  intent 
in the current budget for FY 18, 
Johnsen said. The first is to bring 
the system’s athletics teams, both 
at UAA and UAF, down to the 
NCAA minimum of  10 teams. UAA 
currently has 13 and UAF as 10.

The second piece of  intent 
pertains to the percentage reductions 
in the university campuses by 
statewide. The university has no 
problem with reductions to statewide, 
Johnsen said, as shown by reductions 
in this area over the past few years.

Lack of  Communication

W h i l e  a p p re c i a t i o n  w a s 
expressed to Johnsen and Thomas 
for holding the forum in an effort 
to improve communication, a 
lack of  communication during 
other parts of  Strategic Pathways 
was a  point  of  content ion. 

“At least three of  your criteria you 
listed were related to financials. In 

my own review of  Strategic Pathways 

$53 million reduction in state 
funding over the past three years. 
This has resulted in the cutting 
of  over 900 positions and and 50 
programs, Johnsen told the regents.

Johnsen and the board’s biggest 
concern remains potential cuts 
to be handed out by the senate.

“The senate is really well 
organized with a lot of  very 
experienced people and they’re talking 
about a 5 percent cut,” Johnsen said.

This would drop the university’s 
budget to $309 million. Johnsen 
and the board are concerned 
that if  this proposal goes into 
conference during this session that 
the final number will be somewhere 
between $309 and $325 million.

“That’s a big delta there,” Johnsen 
said. “Now the folks in the senate can 
say ‘Hey it’s only 5 percent, I mean 
anyone can come up with a nickel,’ 
well it’s a nickel plus the 14 percent 
reductions we’ve already taken.”

The senate is proposing a five 
percent cut this upcoming fiscal year, 
a four percent cut the next year and 

phase I and phase II documents, the 
financials are largely missing,” said 
Gordon Williams, a professor in the 

math department. “When I hear 
the regents or you speaking about 

these things in public, you talk a lot 
about the efficiencies that are being 
achieved but I have no basis related 
to what I’ve seen that points to how 
much money are we talking about.”

Gordon referenced the fact that 
centralizing the school of  education in 
Juneau may in fact cost more money.

“Financials probably weighed 
very little in that case,” Johnsen said. 
“It very well might cost additional 
money in transit ion period.”

The primary goal in that 
particular area was to dramatically 
increase the number of  professional 
educators being trained, Johnsen said.

There was nothing in the 
documents regarding the school of  
education change that referenced 
d e f i n i t e  r i s i n g  e n ro l l m e n t 
levels,  Wil l iams pointed out.

There wasn’t a plan for that when 
the decision was made, Johnsen said.

“There’s not detailed enrollment 
analysis at this point. That’s part of  
planning effort which is commenced 
in the last few weeks,” Johnsen said.

If  something were to go 
wrong along the way, Williams 
a sked  what  wou ld  happen .

“I don’t know,” Johnsen said. “How 
we achieve that goal is going to be 
less important to achieving the goal.”

Community Involvement

There have been 24 conversations 
with those within the areas to be 
affected by phase II, Johnsen said. 
Sitting down to talk with those who 
education for a living has been a 
learning experience, he added.

“I would love to hear the 
question, which program is going 
to result in student success? Which 
university is going to have the best 
program to benefit students the 
most?” said Julie Maiers, a professor 
the development math department. 
“We’re here because of  students. 
There’s no other reason to be here, 
for me or any other. I would love to 
always hear they’re being put first.”

Johnsen emphasized comments 
and opinions over questions regarding 
this second phase, clarifiying he won’t 
be making any suggestions to the 
Regents during the Board meeting 
held later that week in Anchorage, 
but rather sharing the feedback 
that has been gathered so far.

“There are no decisions to 
be made,” Johnsen said, “yet.”

a three percent cut the year after that, 
Johnsen said. With the legislature 
responsible for voting on the final 
number, Johnsen and the board are 
preparing for more cuts down the line.

“This threat was already real, 
but now it’s very very real,” Johnsen 
said. “We’re doing our best to figure 
out how we can get the House to 
move the number up to the regents 
number request and hopefully we 
can keep as much of  that as we 
can as the process goes forward.”

Strategic Pathways, as a way 
to restructure the UA system to 
save money amid ongoing cuts, is 
a three phase program. Options 
for phase II were discussed by the 
regents during the meeting exploring 
eight areas of  focus. These are: 
e-learning, fisheries, community 
campuses, university relations, 
health, human resources, student 
services and institutional research.

“We’re a pawn in a very important 
game for our state,” Johnsen said. 
“I don’t mean to use the word game 
to trivialize it at all, in the sense that 

we’re dealing with very serious issues.”
The university is part of  the 

four large budgetary sections 
also health and social services, 
education and transportation.

“They say down there, [these are 
the] ‘drivers of  the budget,’”Johnsen 
said. “Of  course, when I hear the 
word drivers, I quickly pivot and 
talk about how critical we are as 
drivers of  our state’s economy 
and driver’s of  our state’s future.”

Fa i rbanks  Representat ive s 
Kawasaki, Thompson and Guttenberg 
are all members of  the finance 
committee, Johnsen pointed out, 
emphasizing UAF’s role in the state.

The legislature will vote on the 
final budget within the next few weeks.

No decisions regarding Strategic 
Pathways were made during the 
meeting. Johnsen clarified this 
meeting was to communicate 
narrowed options for phase II.

A final decision for phase II will be 
made at the regents meeting in June.

Continued from pg. 1.

Regents meeting centers on budget cuts

Lecture explains Indian 
influences on western rock

A crowd gathered on stage in the Davis Concert Hall to listen to Adam Tanner play his sitar on 
Thursday, March 2. There were some people standing and sitting on the floor because of a lack 
of seats. Immediately after the performance the crowd erupted in applause.
Kael Knight / Sun Star

A crowd was treated to a live 
performance of  “Rag khamaj,” played 
on the sitar, an Indian instrument 
used in classical music of  the region. 
Adam Tanner gave a lecture and 
live demonstration revolving around 
the sitar on Thursday afternoon. 
Planned seating soon ran out and 
by the end of  the performance 
the stage was packed with people.

The sitar is an extremely 
c o m p l e x  i n s t r u m e n t  t h a t 
takes quite a while to tune.

Tanner, current Snedden Chair 
for the journalism department, 
explained how sitar music became 
wildly popular in the U.S. in the 1960s 

and was appropriated by western 
culture. Sitar music can be heard 
in famous songs such as “Paint it, 
Black” by the Rolling Stones and 
“Norwegian Wood” by the Beatles.

At first the sitar was used in pop 
culture for it’s unique “twangy” sound, 
but later, as more musicians realized 
the rich history of  the instrument, 
there was a shift in the west towards 
a more classical, respectful approach 
to playing sitar. Tanner went on to 
explain how he had learned to play 
the instrument while in California.

After his lecture Tanner played 
a classical Indian piece titled “Rag 
khamaj” on his sitar. “Rag khamaj” 
is a well known Indian rag used in 
both a classical and a modern setting.

Kael Knight
Sun Star
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The event’s website states “these 
groups share their rich heritage 
of  their respective cultures, which 
not only solidifies the Alaska 
Native identity, but also educates 
all people as to the nature of  
cultures dif ferent from ours.”

Cindy Reichmuth, a vendor 
at “The Brasil Nuts” said her 
favorite thing about the festival was 
passing the knowledge down to the 
kids and continuing the traditions 
and keeping the culture alive.

“The gathering of  the people, 
any gathering, any Indian gathering 
you see strengthens one another, 
dance, or any gathering,” said Larry 
Titus, an Athabaskan Indian vendor 
who has been involved with the 

festival for all 44 years, “Basically, the 
gathering strengthens our traditions, 
our culture, our background.”

“When I went to university, the 
first thing I was taught was that you 
need to know who you are, know 
exactly where you came from and 
always remember that, always,” 
Titus said. “In this festival, you see 
how others act and handle their 
different problems, we are all unique 
and handle our problems the easiest 
way we can but yet we have to be 
careful and look to the older wiser 
people and see how they do it.”

“Year s  ago,  the  Ind ians 
learned by trial and error,” he 
added. “That’s why the gathering 
is  so strong, so important.”

In celebration of  National Polar 
Bear Day, students and community 
members got the chance to stuff polar 
bear toys and take them home. Student 
Activities Coordinator Lisa Latronica 
organized the event, providing the 
empty bear toys and many boxes of  
polyfill stuffing. Over 100 participants 

turned out, waiting in line in Wood 
Center for their turn to bring a bear to 
life. Latronica said she participated in 
a similar activity at her undergraduate 
institution, stuffing wolf  toys during 
spirit week, and wanted to host a 
similar event for the UAF community. 
Students expressed that it was a 
nice stress-reliever and a pleasant 
way to head into midterm week.

Students adopt nanooks

Students line up to stuff small polar bear toys on Monday, Feb. 27 in the Wood Center.
Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

 Bambi Hart, a junior student pursuing Japanese studies, and friend Tim Hampey attended the 
event in order to stuff bears for their friends who could not be there.
Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Festival of Native Arts

Continued from pg. 1.

During an invitational song performed by the Acliquq Drummers and Dancers, internationally 
known musician Michael Franti joined community members onstage to dance. Franti was in 
town March 2-4 for a performance on March 3 at the Blue Loon. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

The Midnight Sun Intertribal Powwow Council held a Winter Powwow on Saturday, March 3, to 
coincide with the 2017 Festival of Native Arts. Tony Ward donned his handmade regalia for the 
occasion. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

maybe you look good inPRINT.
Try on a new look by writing for the Sun Star - a weekly print 
and web publication run and written by students.  Freelance 
reporters are paid per piece and gain valuable work experience. 

If you’re interested in writing an article, a column, or a beat for 
the Sun Star, drop by one of our staff meetings Sundays at 1:00 
p.m. at our office in 305 constitution hall or email us at 
editor@uafsunstar.com.
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Student photography took 
center stage at the Peter MacKeith 
Exhibition Friday night. Twenty-
five finalists were chosen out of  the 
contest entries to be published in this 
year’s exhibition catalog, and their 
photographs will remain on display 
in Arctic Java through spring break.

The exhibition is an annual 
juried photo competition that’s free 
to enter for all members of  Nanook 
nation from students to faculty. 
Each year the competition has a 
new, adventurous theme. This year’s 
theme of  ascension brought out some 
exciting entries from the student body, 
such as Mark Melham’s photograph 
“He said He wasn’t  Cold.”

“[I] was fortunate enough to 
get a shot of  him. [My brother] 
did all the work,” Melham said. 
He went on to describe how he felt 
the photograph showed a side of  
his brother few others got to see.

The photo depicts Melham’s 
brother shortly after being blasted 
in the face with snow. The pair had 
been taking a walk in temperatures so 
cold, Mark had to keep his cellphone 
insulated against his chest in order 
to prevent the battery from dying.

“The thing I really like about 
it, is it allows people to see him 
the way I do,” Melham Said, “He 
generally comes across as a homeless 
stranger that will steal your baby 
for crack money. In the photo, it’s 
much more apparent who he is.”

The candid picture easi ly 
won Best in Show according to 
the exhibition juror Seth Adams.

“The best in show award was a 
fairly easy choice for me,” Adams 
said while presenting the Best in 
Show Award. “I just liked it a lot.”

He felt similarly towards the 
two photographs that received 
H o n o r a b l e  M e n t i o n s  t i t l e d 
“Freedom” and “Pyromaniacs.” 

Both were taken by Javed Miandad.
“I  found both  o f  these 

images very visually captivating,” 
Adams said during the awards 
ceremony. “I had a hard time 
stopping looking at both of  them.”

“ I like to shoot people and their 
lifestyle,” Miandad said. “Most of  my 
photographs are shot during travelling. 
‘Freedom’ was shot in Pokhara, Nepal 
back in 2013. I was cycling through the 
countryside in Pokhara and saw this 
girl playing swing in front her house.”

His other award winning 
piece “Pyromaniacs” was taken 
during his undergraduate studies 
at  Bangladesh Univers i ty of  
Engineering & Technology. The 
photograph depicts a group of  
students performing fire breathing, 
for the entertainment of  the others.

The Venue’s Choice Award, 
selected by Arctic Java staff, was 
given to Lindsey Parkinson for her 
photograph titled “Alaskan Autumn.”

The People’s Choice award 

was decided based on the votes 
of  visitors to the showcase. It was 
won by Sarah Manriquez for her 
photograph titled “Arctic Crust”.

The photo was taken on an iPhone 
during a guided tour headed for the 
Arctic Circle. There had been a huge 
storm the day before which had left 
the trees completely encased in a thick 
covering of  snow, allowing tourists to 
easily climb over them during the tour.

“I love the way that hard 
snow looks encased on trees and 
things,” Manriquez, photo editor 
at the Sun Star, said while recalling 
the moment. “I was like, this is 
going to be a great image. So I 
decided to snap it really quick.”

T h e  eve n t  i n c l u d e d  a n 
award  ceremony,  food  and 
a  l ive  mus ica l  per for mance 
by Joseph and Lily Ransdell-
Green’s band The Vocal Cords.

The show winners will be 
featured in Clarity Magazine 
in addition to receiving a free 

copy of  this  year’s  Catalog.
“I cannot thank Sarah, Kat 

and Miles for all the hard work they 
put in for the members [of  Frozen 
Lenses],” Melham said of  the club.

Any student interested can 
join Frozen Lenses for $15 a 
semester. Meetings are held every 
Thursday at 6 p.m. in room 
313 in the Bunnell building.

The Peter Mackeith Exhibition 
is supported by an endowment fund 
created in the memory of  Peter 
MacKeith, a UAF doctoral student 
in the late 1970s known for his talent 
as a photographer. In the summer of  
1980 he tragically lost his life when 
he fell during an attempted ascent 
of  Old Snowy, a peek in the Delta 
Range. He was only 30 years old. In 
his will he stated that he wanted to 
support student photography, so an 
endowment fund was created in his 
honor to benefit photography at UAF.

Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

Student talents showcased at 
MacKeith photo exhibition

Mark Melham won Best in Show with his image, “He said He Wasn’t Cold” in the 2017 Peter MacKeith Memorial Photography Exhibition: 
Ascension. The image is of his brother and was taken on his cell phone in Star Valley, WY. Photo courtesy Mark Melham

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

All 250 of  the venue’s 
seats filled quickly, leaving 
people to sit along walls and 
stand at the back of  the room 
to learn about “the greatest 
story ever told, so far,” from 
noted theoretical physicist 
and science communicator 
L a w r e n c e  K r a u s s .

Krauss visited Fairbanks 
last Thursday to deliver 
a lecture on the scientific 

understanding of  physics 
and  the  peop le  who 
made those discoveries.

“I liked how little I 
understood,” Bradley Morton 
said about the depth and 
breadth of  the information 
that  Krauss  discussed. 
Morton is a student studying 
e l ec t r i ca l  eng ineer ing, 
c o m p u t e r  e n g i n e e r i n g 
and computer sc ience.

Kraus s  s t a r t ed  h i s 
lecture with the quote, “The 
hardest thing of  all to see is 

what is really there,” from 
J.A. Baker’s book “The 
Peregrine.” This was the 
theme of  his lecture; most 
important things that learned 
in physics are things that exist, 
but that humans can’t see.

Krauss described one of  
Plato’s allegories: imagine 
that there is a group of  
people trapped in a cave and 
the entrance is behind them. 
They can’t turn around to 
see the outside world, they 
can only see the shadows 
of  whatever passes by. The 
people would be living in 
a three dimensional world, 
but they could only see the 
two dimensional shadows. 
A shadow can increase or 
decrease in size without the 
real object changing size.

This  i s  s imi lar  to 
how people live in a four 
dimensional world, but can 
only see in three dimensions, 
Krauss said. We can see 
height, width and length, 
but we can’t see time.

Krauss  brought  up 
Michael  Faraday,  who 
discovered key laws of  
magnetism and electricity. 

“He discovered something 
remarkable, a law that made 
the modern world possible,” 
Krauss said about Faraday.

When magnets st ick 
together it is because their 
“magnetic fields” pull them 
together. When there is a 
electric current, like through 
a wire, it is because there 
is a “electric field.” What 
Faraday discovered is that 
if  the magnetic field is 
changing, like if  the magnetic 

is moving around, it generates 
an electric field. Faraday 
showed that the magnetic 
field and the electric field 
are really different aspects 
of  the same thing. This is 
how electric motors “create” 
electricity, by spinning a 
magnet around a coil of  
wire or spinning a coil of  
wire within a set of  magnets.

A n o t h e r  p hy s i c i s t , 
James Maxwell, proved with 
mathematics what Faraday 
had previously discovered. 
In the process, Maxwell 
learned that waves in the 
electric and magnetic fields 
are equal to the speed of  
light. He discovered that light 
is an Electromagnetic Wave.

Krauss then brought up 
Einstein and how he unified 
theories from two other past 
physicists, Galileo Galilei and 
Issac Newton. Ultimately, 
Einstein showed that time 
is relative. If  there are two 
people and one of  them is 
moving fast, the faster one 
will be experiencing time 
at a slower rate. Similar, to 
how for the people trapped 
in the cave, the size of  a 
shadow would be relative, 
for us time would be relative.

“Each of  us is seeing a 
different three dimensional 
slice of  a four dimensional 
rea l i t y, ”  Kraus s  sa id .

Krauss described how 
more recent discoveries in 
physics theory, like quantum 
mechanics, play into the 
narrative. He mentioned 
the Large Hadron Collider, 
a facility which was used 
to discover a new particle. 

Thi s  was  par t i cu larly 
interesting to geological 
engineering study Heni 
Barnes who attended the talk.

“I liked him talking 
about his experience with the 
Hadron Collider and what 
they thought about being able 
to find dark matter,” Barnes 
said, “but first they found 
the Higgs Boson particle.”

Krauss said that he 
didn’t expect the collider to 
discover the Higgs Boson 
before discovering what is 
known as “dark matter.” 

However,  the boson 
was  d i s covered  wh i l e 
dark matter, an invisible 
material in the universe 
which affects gravity, has yet 
to be definitively proven.

“This picture that we’ve 
developed is so amazing,” 
Krauss said about the 
d i scover ie s  in  phys ic s 
through history. “They tell 
us that the world of  our 
experience is an illusion.”

Krauss ended his lecture 
by stating that people may 
fear science because it tells 
them that they’re wrong or 
that they’re confused, however 
what humanity has learned 
just makes life more precious.

“At the end he started 
talking about how science 
is not facts, science is a 
method of  observation, 
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  a n d 
modeling,” Morton said 
a b o u t  t h e  t a k e - aw ay 
from the lecture. “That’s 
something that’s  real ly 
important that a lot of  
people don’t tend to get.”

Prominent scientist tells 'the greatest story ever told'

Lawrence Krauss stands in front of a projected photo of Albert Einstein. 
Krauss listed some of Einstein’s accomplishments, then said, “He also 
created problems for people like me, who get email.” He went on to 
explain how Einstein inspires many amateur scientists who often email 
him with alternative, but incorrect theories. Kael Knight / Sun Star
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a b o u t  t h i s  d i s p a r i t y .
“Maybe it’s because of  the unique 

situation in people where they can 
evaluate their own behavior while 
they cannot control it, that causes 
anxiety and depression,” Bult-Ito said. 
“That’s sort of  where I’m leaning that 
this is something unique to people.”

The model uses two tests to 
determine how compulsive the 
mice are. The first test is to give the 
mouse a roll of  cotton and to see 
how much it uses to build its nest. 
The larger the mouse nests is the 
more compulsive that mouse is. The 
second test starts with putting a mouse 
in a room with marbles and wood 
shavings. The more compulsively 
the mouse digs around the room the 

From a swing dance set to Cherry 
Poppin’ Daddies’ “Zoot Suit Riot” 
to a classic waltz danced to Lynn 
Ahrens’ “Once Upon a December,” 
feet were flying as the UAF Dance 
Revolution Crew hosted its second 

more marbles it will inadvertently 
bury as it kicks up the shavings.

The researchers used another test 
to measure anxiety in the mice called 
an “Open Field Test.” The mice 
were put in the center of  a box and 
researchers measured the amount of  
time before the mice left the center and 
how long they spent exploring the box.

Working with the mice was 
a favorite aspect of  McKenzie 
S w e e n ey  w h o  i s  s t u d y i n g 
b e h a v i o r a l  n e u r o s c i e n c e

“When I  move  on  and 
eventually get to decide what I 
want to do with my lab it’ll be 
mice research,” Sweeney said.

annual Choreographer’s Showcase. 
The showcase presented twenty-two 
dance numbers in a variety of  styles.

The final performance of  the 
evening was a collaborative piece 
choreographed by the Dance 
Revolution crew and performed by an 
ensemble of  all the evening’s dancers. 
The piece, titled “Revolution,” 

The Disorder

Disorder s  l i ke  OCD are 
extremely complex and not well 
understood, Bult-Ito said stating 
that 40 percent of  people are not 
treatable right now. He said that 
focus of  his lab will be shifting toward 
understanding the circuitry the brain 
and the molecular aspect of  OCD.

OCD affects about 1-2 percent 
of  people in the US, according to the 
National Institute of  Mental Health.

“We’re still learning so much 
about the brain,” Sweeney said. 
“A lot of  people probably don’t 
understand that these mental 
health issues don’t have absolutes.”

was meant to inspire the audience 
that everyone could learn to dance.

Students interested in joining 
Dance Revolution can attend the 
club’s meetings, which are held 
every Saturday between noon-3 
p.m. at Dance Theater Fairbanks.

Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

The Club Spotlight takes a look at various clubs and highlights student interests and activities on the UAF campus.

Lindsey Parkinson
Columnist

Near the east end of  10th Street 
there’s a tidy campus of  three small 
houses and a garden that make up the 
current teen shelter. It’s a considerable 
improvement over the temporary 
shelter Fairbanks Youth Advocates 
ran out of  the 1st Presbyterian 
Church for sixteen months. While 
cots set up each night and broken 
down each morning provide a more 
stable refuge than sleeping outside 
or couch surfing, The Door feels, I 
imagine, much more comfortable.

“We never know what a day is 
going to look like,” said Kelli Boyle, 
the shelter supervisor, as she showed 
me around The Door an early 
afternoon in late February. “People 
have an idea of  homeless kids and 
why they’re homeless, but the truth 
is there is no profile, no one situation 
or environment that leads kids here.”

Open since April 2014, The Door 
provides shelter for up to a dozen 
teens ages 12-18 each night as well as 
being a safe place to drop in for a meal 
or a shower if  that is all they want or 
need at the time. Clean and bright, 
The Door occupies the westernmost 
building of  the campus (the other two 
are used for administrative work and 
counseling) with a home kitchen where 
staff and residents make three meals a 
day, tables to do homework, couches 
to lounge, read or watch a movie and a 
few instruments tucked in the corners.

“Being a teenager is really 
hard,” Boyle said. “[The Door is] 
homey without being too much 
like home; [we] try to keep it 
welcoming, open and accessible.”

As the only shelter of  its kind in 
Fairbanks, youth find their way to The 
Door through a variety of  means: often 
referral by a school counselor, but also 
searching online or word of  mouth.

We are a safe and available 
place,” Boyle said. “We’ve had 
universi ty students here too, 
[they’re] camping during the 
summer but when it’s getting cold 
out they need a place to stay.”

Fairbanks Youth Advocates works 
closely with the Street Outreach & 
Advocacy Program, a drop in space 
for youths ages 10-21, as well as the 
Fairbanks North Star School District 
to do whatever they can to keep 
the teens lives normal and to plug 
them into a sense of  community.

What of  your own community? 
Do you know a group that needs a 
volunteer activity? The Door could use 
the unique perspective of  university 
students. Generous community 
members regularly donate clothing 
for the shelter’s residents and visitors, 
but it all needs to be sorted with one 
of  the first criteria being: would a 
teenager actually want to wear it?

Home and hearth

Learn more:
The Door: 
FairbanksYouthAdvocates.org

Street Outreach & Advocacy 
Program: 
fcaalaska.org/street-outreach

There's a lot that I, and probably you, 
don't know about social justice. Hard 
Truths is a biweekly column, written 
by graduate student Lindsey Parkinson, 
taking a look at these issues on our 

campus and in our community.

Continued from pg. 1

OCD drug

Later this month, the student 
body (that’s you, our intended 
audience) will have the chance 
to vote for an increase to the 
ASUAF fee from $42 to $63 per 
semester. Though it’s tough to 
advocate for increased fee burden 
on students, this is a good idea that 
you should consider supporting. 
The increase will help your 
neighborhood student journalists 
here at the Sun Star continue 
improving as a news publication 
and laboratory environment–and 
all for around the cost of  fancy 
coffee for a week at Arctic Java.

As students, we don’t have a 
voice in most fees–the administration 

leverages them unilaterally, with no 
way for us to push for repeal. Tuition 
at UAF is cheaper than many places 
in the US, but fees eat much of  that 
cost advantage. Never step foot on the 
campus shuttle? It still costs you $15. 
CTC student who never makes it to 
main campus? You’re still charged 
$35 for access to Wood Center. And 
even if  you’re a full-time student with 
no interest in sports, you’re paying 
$120 for the privilege of  attending 
games whether you go or not.

Our student union, meanwhile, 
levies several fees of  its own. But these 
are unique in a few ways. For one, 
you have a voice in their collection, 
application and potential repeal. They 
are controlled by students, and used to 
further the student good in ways that 
often go unnoticed or ignored. Club 
funding, travel grants, free copying, 
printing, coffee and legal counsel are 
all services offered by the student 
government from your fees; precious 
few people take advantage of  them.

The Sun Star is one of  the 
beneficiaries of  the ASUAF fee and 
over this year we’ve put our savings 
to work in an effort to improve 
and expand the information and 
opportunities we provide to students. 
The biggest expense has been, beyond 

a doubt, student jobs; we employ 9 
student employees and pay dozens of  
freelancers for their work. Over half  
of  our budget is earmarked to pay 
students, who often earn more than 
they paid to ASUAF in the first place 
and I wouldn’t have it any other way.

Voting for the fee increase 
will support ASUAF and most of  
its governance groups starting in 
academic year 2018. KSUA 91.5 FM, 
the Concert Board and our humble 
newspaper all stand to benefit from 
the measure. In our case, it will let 
us keep our staffing level high, which 
will benefit more students–with work 
experience and cold hard cash–
than we’ve been able to in the past.

If  you enjoy participation in clubs, 
listening to student radio or picking 
up a copy of  the Sun Star from time 
to time, please consider voting in 
support of  the fee increase when you 
see it on the ballot later this month.

Letters from the Editor:

Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Profit and Loss

Kendell Macomber, Yolanda Rucker and Chantel Paez tap-dance to the song “Me Too” along with Kelly Hill Scanlon and Carol Smallwood (not 
pictured) at the Choreographer’s Showcase last Saturday. Amelia Huff / Sun Star

Club Spotlight: Dance Revolution
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Naturally Perspiring By  Mason Schoemaker

‘Nook on the Street
Strategic Pathways is in its second phase and is considering cuts to a number of  programs and departments. However, 
attendance has been consistently low at forums intended to give the student body a chance to provide input. This week 

we asked students, as a student, what do you think we should be doing to make our voices heard?

Hunter Meltvedt, business, 
freshman

Michaela Pye, natural resource 
management, junior

Sevastian Volkov, biology, 
sophomore

Tate Miles, biological sciences, 
sophomore

“I think repetition is a good thing. 
Just completely going over issues 
with them repeatedly over and over 
again because it’s a good way to 
show that you are actually into what 
you are asking for and also I think it 
depends on who you talk to about it, 
having connections. So, I think those 
are all ways where you can actually 
have your voice heard.”

“I guess to engage more students you 
have to use different venues because 
not every student is going to be the 
type of  person that wants to attend a 
forum and necessarily speak up. But 
students will often use online venues, 
which is a good way to do it. I think 
just having a variety of  means to do 
it instead of  having just one is good.”

“I think it might be easier for people 
if  there were an online forum, 
either that or emails that people 
can aggregate or an online meeting 
place because it’s sort of  hard to 
get around. The shuttle can be 
inconsistent and especially because 
during the day you have classes, 
which can be very time consuming.”

“They could maybe have food at 
these meetings or a raffle. Give 
people some more incentive to go 
to these meetings and not only have 
their voices heard, but like, also get a 
dinner out of  it.”

John Shank, linguistics, junior
“Well going would be a good place 
to start, but I feel like I haven’t heard 
about any of  these forums, so I think 
the advertisement is lacking. Like, I 
get what feels like 30 emails a day 
from the higher ups and one of  those 
was probably about this forum, but 
that’s not necessarily the greatest 
way to reach the student body. So 
maybe some posters or something so 
people actually know what’s going 
on. The general feel though is that, 
even though our voice is heard, we 
have no real impact and regardless 
of  what we say, they’re going to do 
what they want to do anyways.”

Katelyn Bushnell, economics, 
junior
“If  we could have more of  closer 
contact with the faculty and staff 
to develop these views and I think 
if  there’s more going on at the 
department level, taking class time 
to discuss what’s going on with the 
Strategic Pathways and how that 
impacts the university. And how it 
impacts the department and how it 
impacts you, the individual student. 
I want to be heard at that level first, 
before I am heard at the higher 
level.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was 
compiled by Max Erickson / Sun Star

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 7
Interested in glaciers? Come 
to tonight’s Science for Alaska 
Public Lecture. Join Presenter Andy 
Aschwanden at 7 p.m. at Raven’s 
Landing to learn how glaciers are 
formed, and what their destruction 
means for the future of  Alaska and the 
world. Admission is free. – Paige 
Gieck / Staff Writer

Wednesday / 8
Hoarfrost  Dist i l l ing  is 
celebrating March 8, The 
International Women’s Day, 
with events 4-8 p.m. from March 
8-11. Join them for many activities 
in appreciation of  the contributions 
of  women in today’s world, in our 
own lives and throughout history. It’s 
FREE! Enjoy drawing-style trivia, 
“Layar” augmented reality game, 
Jo’s Oven cupcakes, Cha-Cha, Salsa 
and Bachata dance lessons with Lucia 
Artacho, a dance performance by 

Sabor Cubano and more. – Tauseef  
Mahmood / Staff Photographer

Thursday / 9
Before you take off for spring break 
make some time to learn about 
an important issue at the IARC 
Research Salon “Why is climate 
science under public debate?” 
on March 9 from noon-1:15 
p.m. in room 401 of  the Akasofu 
building. Presenters are Chanda 
Meek, John Walsh and Nancy Fresco.

Thank you for switching with me 
Molly, I don’t want to tell people what 
I’m realistically going to be doing 
on Monday, which is sadly working 
indoors. – Joshua Hartman / Staff Writer

Friday / 10
Congratulations, you made it to Spring 
Break! The semester is almost over, 
and celebration is in order. The Pub 
will be closing down for the full 

week of  spring break, so they are 
going to get one last party in! Grab 
your leggings, leg warmers and 
neon colored leotards because 
its going to be an Aerobics Dance 
Party, y’all! The Pub has hired four 
Aerobics leaders to periodically lead 
people in Aerobics dance routines 
throughout the night and be prepared 
to blast those calf  muscles and kill off 
the Pub’s last bit of  beer before the 
break. – Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Saturday / 11
There are a couple things happening 
around campus, but I’m sure 
everyone’s as eager as I am to be off 
of  campus for a week, so why not go 
to Regal and watch a new movie 
like “Logan!” – Jeremiah Malzahn / 
Staff Photographer

Sunday / 12
The sun is back and spring break 
has officially begun. If  you’re not off 

in tropical locations like I am *evil 
cackle,* take this time to get outside 
and enjoy the warmer winter 
weather and the sunlight instead 
being stuck in a windowless classroom 
in Gruening like you usually are. 
Hit up the ski trails off of  West 
Ridge, grab a group of  friends 
and go sledding. You don’t have 
any classes this week. Enjoy it! – Erin 
Granger / Staff Writer

Monday / 13
Get out of  town. Leave this 
place. You hopefully have an entire 
week relatively free of  responsibility, 
so you should take this time to go 
on a roadtrip, especially if  you 
aren’t born and raised in Alaska. In 
the event that you are woefully 
trapped in this place, the SRC is 
doing a TRX workout class from 
1-2p.m. Exercise the pain away! – 
Molly Putman / Layout Editor
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Classified RatesPlacing Your Ad $1/word - 7 days of  print and 
online advertising
$0.20/word - Student and 
Student Organization rate 
for 7 days of  print and online 
advertising.
$25 - for an additional graphic

Students with a valid Polar Express ID 
can recieve one free ‘Housing’, ‘For 
Sale’, or ‘Announcements’ classifieds 
posting per week by visiting our office 
at 305 Constitution Hall.

To place a classified ad please call our 
office at 907-474-6043 or visit our 
website at uafsunstar.com. Ads must 
be pre-paid before publication.

Club event: On March 10th at 
6:00pm in Arctic Java the Arctic 
Students for Life group will be 
showing the film October Baby. 
Come and join us for a great movie, 
cookies and popcorn.

Club event: The 2017 Peter MacKeith 
Memorial Exhibition: Ascension 
opened in Arctic Java on Friday, 
March 3rd. Special thanks to everyone 
who helped make the show such a 
success including Charles Mason, 
Seth Adams, Joe and Lily Randell-
Green, The Sun Star and Wood 
Center Graphics. Your support was 
invaluable and we are deeply grateful! 

Additionally, extra congratulations 
to all the artists who participated in 
the show and winners announced at 
Friday’s award ceremony. For anyone 
who didn’t make it to the show, it will 
be up through Spring Break. There 
is a beautiful collection of  adventure 
photography so definitely make your 
way over to Arctic Java and check it 
out.

Job on campus: The Sun Star is 
seeking freelance photographers who 
want to turn their camera work into 
cold hard cash. Attend a meeting 
Sunday at 1 p.m. in 305 Constitution 
Hall. Take on a weekly assignment 
or pitch a photo essay. We pay for 
every photograph we print! See you 
Sunday.

Classifieds
Student Organizations Employment

STAR
SUN

POSTER & DISPLAY SESSION
 � For undergraduate students
 � 1st prize: $1,000
2nd prize: $500
3rd prize: $250
Dean’s Choice Awards: $250

 � FREE t-shirt and jump drive for 
presenters

EARLY REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE

 � April 7, 2017
 � FREE poster printing for early 
registrants

FINAL REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE

 � April 21, 2017

REGISTRATION & INFO AT
 � www.uaf.edu/ursa

Proudly sponsored by

REGISTER NOW
to present at

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

Photo of the Week: Laeticia Scherler

Congratulations to this week’s Photo of the Week Winner Laeticia Scherler - please come to the Sun Star office at 1 p.m. this 
Sunday, Feb 28, 2017 in Constitution Hall in room 305 to collect your prize!

The Sun Star wants YOUR photos! Post your pictures of campus throughout the week on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 
under  #UAFSunStar. If we pick your photo it’ll be printed in the paper and you’ll win a $20 Amazon gift card!


