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A recent study suggests that the 
university’s smoking ban has prompted 
few smokers to change their habits.

The study was devised by 
Kelvin Rogers, a communications 
major, who said he had the idea 
after a friend complained about the 
smoking ban “not doing anything.” 
Rogers designed a survey asking 
students about the ban and how it 
has affected them. He surveyed 100 

The Senate finance committee 
revealed a new plan for the 
university’s budget today, proposing 
an overall cut of  $22 million from 
the university’s existing operational 
budget, dropping the budget to 
a record low of  $303 million.

In addition to the cuts, the 
committee also proposed a bill 

students—17 of  whom were smokers.

Community enforcement

T h e  b a n  i s  c o m mu n i t y 
enforced, meaning there’s no 
official or administrative penalty 
for smokers. Instead, students, 
staff  and faculty are expected to 
confront smokers who violate the 
ban. The UAF page, Tobacco 
Free Campus, states that people 
can tell violators about the policy.

Of  the 17 smokers  who 
responded, 95 percent violate the 

that will phase out the Alaska 
Performance scholarship, which was 
designed to incentivize Alaska high 
school students to stay in the state.

According to their new plan, the 
committee is proposing an additional 
$5.7 million in reductions, on top 
of  the original $16.3 million cut 
proposed earlier this year. Prior to 
this announcement, the senate was 
proposing a budget of  $309 million.

The newly proposed budget, 
if  enacted, would result in a $75 

ban and nearly two-thirds of  them 
don’t try to hide it when they do. 
Of  the smokers, only five said 
they had ever been confronted for 
smoking and only one confrontation 
was ini t iated by a  s tudent .

“The ban was hoping to be 
community enforced,” Rogers 
said,”but that’s clearly not happened.”

The smokers

“The ban, if  that is true, isn’t 
making smokers any healthier—
although i t  may be helping 

million cut to the university’s 
b u d g e t  o v e r  f o u r  y e a r s .

“These legislative cuts and 
the impact they will have on the 
university are devastating,” wrote 
UA President Jim Johnsen in a press 
release published April 3. “Especially 
after we’ve shown lawmakers that 
we have a plan to gradually reduce 
our reliance on state general funds.”

Troy Norred, a senior in the 
pol i t ical  sc ience department, 
says this proposal shows the 

secondhand smoke exposure a 
bit,” Rogers said. “Less than 20 
percent of  campus smokers report 
wanting to quit ... none of  those 
people reported the ban as part of  
the reason they wanted to quit.”

Rogers found that of  the smoker’s 
90 percent of  them stated that stress 
was a cause of  their smoking. About 
half  said that they smoke because 
of  boredom or as a focus aid.

Of  the smokers, 90 percent of  
them feel as if  they are not smoking 

true colors of  the legislature.
“Cuts like this say a lot about the 

priorities in the Alaskan legislature,” 
Norred said. “It’s a great way to ensure 
that our universities aren’t competitive 
and that students go elsewhere to 
study and develop their careers.”

Johnsen said the university 
needs more time to implement 
Strategic Pathways, the plan to 
create a more streamlined university.

“We are building the kind of  

Senate guns for UA budget, scholarships

Study 
suggests 
smoking 
ban 
inffective 

Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Triston Douhit examining the long and sharp teeth of the fossilised Tarbosaurus, at the 2017 Science Potpourri. Full photospread on page 4. - Tauseef Mahmood/Staff Photographer

Continued “Budget cuts” pg 3.

Continued “Smoking” pg 6.

Quest champ Matt Hall talks mushing life pg. 5
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Alaska Performance Scholarship

The Alaska State Legislature 
is proposing to phase out the 
scholarship by the year 2021. The 
senate discussed a resolution which 
would inform the state legislature of  
ASUAF’s support of  the scholarship.

“At the feedback meeting, students 
asked for us to do something about 
the APS,” Senator Sam Mitchell said.

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s 
p a s s e d  u n a n i m o u s l y .

Bill to honor Donald Crocker

The senate did their first reading 
of  this bill to commission a statue of  
Donald Crocker, the manager of  The 
Pub, because of  his work with making 
The Pub “a safe and comfortable place 
to enjoy drinks with friends, study, 
listen to live music, and bond through 
a variety of  events.” The senate would 
hold a contest of  statue proposals and 
the creator of  the winning proposal 
would receive $100. The statue would 
not exceed two feet by three feet 
and can be made of  any material.

The Wood Center Pub is 
the source of  both some god 
and bad news for UA students.

First the good news-the Pub 
is well into the planning stage 
and all road blocks preventing its 
completion have been circumvented.

Now the bad news-the Pub 
will not be in full operation until 
the beginning of  fall semester.

According to Ron Keyes, head 
of  Wood Center, the bids for major 
equipment, the new ceiling, the 
flooring and the air handling system 
have been let. Once these bids are 
opened, the budget can be made to 
include these amounts. Operating 
funds for the Pub will come from the 

Bill to support Indigenous 
People’s Day

The senate did their f irst 
reading of  this resolution which 
asks the UAF administration to 
ceremonially recognize Indigenous 
People’s Day annually on the 
second Monday of  October.

Food for Thought Committee

Melissa Clark was appointed 
and confirmed as member of  the 
Food for Thought Committee, which 
was formed to discuss increasing 
food quality at the university. Brian 
Holst was appointed and confirmed 
to be the Committee’s chair.

T h e  Fo o d  fo r  T h o u g h t 
Committee met with Dining Services 
and Paige LaPoint, a resident 
director with Residence Life.

Bill to create ASUAF emergency 
fund

The senate discussed a bill which 
would create an emergency fund 
for ASUAF. The fund would not 
exceed $20,000 and would require 
two-thirds of  the senate to access.

revenue operations of  Wood Center.
The major stumbling block to the 

installation of  a pub on the Fairbanks 
campus was the lack of  a license 
to dispense beer and wine without 
having to serve meals at the same time. 
This problem was solved when Sen. 
Terry Miller and Rep. Mike Bradner 
helped sponsor in the state legislature 
an amendment to the existing state 
liquor law creating a pub license 
for college and university campuses 
exclusively. Once the amendment was 
in effect, a letter of  intent to issue a 
pub license to Wood Center was sent 
to Keyes. This letter said the state 
liquor board will issue a license once 
the facilities are made adequate to 
serve the number of  people using it.

As it stands now, the Pub will be 
in the large concrete multi-purpose 
room next to what is now called the 

“The idea behind this is—one, 
our savings account is depleted... by 
the end of  this year,” Freel said. “You 
need a certain amount of  money in the 
bank, just in case something happens.”

T h e  b i l l  w a s  p a s s e d 
w i t h  n o t e d  o p p o s i t i o n .

Bill about council and 
contingencies

The Career and Technical College 
Council, ASUAF’s CTC division, 
has not been fulfilled due to lack of  
interest, according to Colby Freel. 
The student government’s committees 
have a non-zero minimum amount of  
money to spend in their contingency 
funds. This bill would establish that 
all of  the contingency funds, as well 
as the CTC Council’s budget be set at 
$0, although they will still be listed in 
the budget in case any future ASUAF 
senators want to fund them again.

The senators voted to postpone 
the bill until next week so that they 
could contact the CTC Director to let 
them know that ASUAF is defunding 
the non-existent CTC council.

pub. Plans call for a stage, dance 
floor, service bar, carpeting and an 
acoustic ceiling to be installed before 
the license is issued. “Essentially, 
we were starting out with a bare 
room.” Said Keyes. “The original 
pub was too small. It will now be 
used for overflow seating, smaller 
parties, club meetings and such.”

He also said this situation allowed 
for more freedom in planning the 
Pub which will be much more than 
a place to go to get some beer. The 
atmosphere will not only attract 
the drinkers but the non-drinkers 
on campus. The state will allow 
mini-theater productions, movies, 
and small concerts to be presented.

The facility will accommodate 
some 150 to 170 people, depending 
upon the type of  activity going 
on at the time. The smaller room 

Sun Star Travel funding

Spencer Tordoff, editor-in-
chief  of  the Sun Star, attended the 
meeting to request funding for the 
newspaper’s staff to attend the Alaska 
Press Club conference in Anchorage.

Attendance

Present: Dawson Mann, Jae 
Ham (late), Cordero Reid (left early), 
Georgia Durden, Molly O’Scannell, 
Chris Martinez, Brian Holst

Not present: Sierra von Haften, 
Raymundo Lopez and Erik Rickards

will be used for overflow and can 
handle some 50 more people.

“The campus fire chief  is currently 
looking at our plans and will give us 
a definite occupancy specification 
in the near future.” Keyes said.

“The plans for the Pub have 
really started to come together 
in the last month,” said Keyes. 
“Unfortunately, it’s taken longer 
than any of  us had anticipated.”

In order to get input on the 
pub before final plans are drawn 
up, Keyes is sponsoring a meeting 
in the multi-purpose room at 7 
p.m. Tuesday to discuss the Pub 
and the tentative drawings he has.

Of  interest to the drinkers 
on campus is the 24-case cooler 
and the four-keg tapper to 
be instal led behind the bar.

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Carl Sampson
Polar Star
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

ASUAF is the elected student 
government of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.  The student 
government recieves around 
$500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the 
Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert 
Board as well as student groups 
and services. Meetings are held 
weekly and are open to the public.

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters must 
be received by 5 p.m. Friday in 
order to be run in the next issue.  
All letters are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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stimulating, student-produced 
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STAR
SUN Staff

In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

Pub making slow progress
April 11, 1975

Senators support scholarship, want statue
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Native arts, music and language 
were featured across campus for 
this year’s Alaska Native Studies 
Conference. The conference seeks 
to preserve Alaskan Native culture.

In one demonstration on campus, 
art student Joel Isaak exhibited 
the fish skinning process, as well 
as its uses. He allowed participants 
participate in a hands-on experience 
in skinning the fish so that they 
can learn how to do it and apply it 
to their traditional lifestyle. Isaak 
was one of  the participants who 

In the present era of  clickbait and 
fake news, four journalists convened 
at Raven Landing Center to discuss 
the future of  the press in the ever-
changing landscape of  news media.

The talk, titled “Accessing Credible 
Information in the Age of  Information 
Overload” was the second of  a pair of  
speeches about the role of  the press.

“We need serious credible news 
organizations delivering the news 
where it’s most broadly consumed. 
And that takes digital delivery,” 
panelist Brian O’Donoghue said. 

The panel was made up of  Alaska 
Dispatch News columnist Dermot 
Cole, UAF Snedden Chair and 
journalist Adam Tanner, Fairbanks 

held demonstrations at the Fine 
Arts Building on Friday, April 7.

Isaak has a family history 
of  preparing fish, however his 
inspiration to learn how to use fish 
skins came from seeing a fish skin 
bowl at the Museum of  the North.

“I’ve been learning how to cut 
fish since I was young,” Isaak said.

This year’s conference had 
participants looking to learn about 
similar traditional values and expand 
their knowledge. For the fish skinning 
demonstration in particular, they 
could learn to create shoes, jackets, 
dresses and many other useful items.

Daily News-Miner opinion editor 
Tom Hewitt and O’Donoghue, 
an associate journalism professor.

“All the elements that existed 
of  the work that I was doing at the 
News-Miner 40 years ago—almost 
every aspect has changed,” Cole 
said. “The technology has changed 
that much, except for it’s still ink on 
paper, and the basics of  reporting 
are still the same—which is gather 
information, assess it, and report it.”

Cole also warned against reporting 
information from unreliable sources.

“Unfortunately ... we have too 
much reporting that consists of  writing 

down whatever Mr. X says,” Cole 
added, “as if  everything Mr. X says 
makes perfect sense and is accurate.”

The panelists discussed the 
collapse of  support for traditional 
newsrooms, the internet’s effect 
on news, changes in international 
reporting and how readers can tell 
the difference between reputable 
sources and false information.

Hewitt addressed the recent 
influx of  non-credible news sources.

“There’s been a real upswing 
in falsified, intentionally misleading 
content,” Hewitt said. “[It] makes 
it very difficult for people who are 

looking for information to tell what’s 
good from what’s bad without having 
some kind of  screening mechanism.”

O’Donoghue suggested news 
organizat ions fa i l  to  engage 
reade r s  w i th  sub s c r ip t i on s .

“We’ve raised a generation that 
is apparently willing to ante up for 
music and streaming entertainment, 
that  re l i e s  on  news  be ing 
essentially free,” O’Donoghue said.

“Local newsrooms may well 
disappear in the future, replaced 
by community, Facebook-style, 
crowd-generated content with 
all the inevitable carelessness or 
calculated misrepresentations that 
goes along with it,” he added.

H e w i t t  a g r e e d  w i t h 
O’Donoghue,  c i t ing his  own 
exper iences  wi th  h i s  peer s.

“I’m not exaggerating when 
I say I’d be surprised if  more 
than ten percent of  people my 
age pay for any news content 
whatsoever, at all,” Hewitt said. “If  
it’s something you value, it needs 
to be something you support.”

Tanner said he felt a mixture 
of  optimism and pessimism when 
regarding the future of  the trade.

“You need to understand the 
world in order to make sense of  what’s 
going on here,” Tanner said. “We have 
less of  that from our own reporters, so 
you have to do more of  a job to curate 
this information yourself  and find 
out what is going on in the world.”

Journalists 
talk 
credibility 
in post-
factual era
David Jones
Sun Star

university the state needs to meet 
a changing workforce and our 
economic future,” Johnsen said.

If  senate bill 103 is enacted 
into law, the Alaska Performance 
Scholarship would be officially 
phased out by 2021. Since the 
scholarship was enacted in 2012 by 
the legislature under former Gov. 
Sean Parnell, 14,674 Alaska high 
school students have qualified for 
the scholarship. Of  those, 5155 have 
chosen to attend college in Alaska.

“I firmly believe that education is 
the best investment a government can 
make for the future,” said Brandon 
Blum, a senior political science student. 
“A highly educated populace creates 
an environment for more job and 
an overall higher quality of  life. The 
direction the state of  Alaska is taking 
is directly the opposite of  this and it 
is troubling to see this find support.”

University administrators are 
not the only ones concerned about 
this proposal, these budget cuts 
would directly affect university 
students and faculty as well.

“[These cuts] would ref lect 
yet another round of  significant, 
devastating cuts nearly impossible to 
absorb given the now multiple years 
of  budget cuts to the UA,” said Alex 
Hirsch, a political science professor.

The cuts made over the last 
three years have resulted in the 
loss of  927 employees and 50 

programs, according to Johnsen.
“There is simply no more room 

for coping with budget deficits 
through employee attrition,” Hirsch 
said. “What the Senate is presently 
proposing, shockingly even worse than 
the House plan, is a $303 million UA 
budget. Such a cut would be by all 
standards not only imprudent, but 
also deeply morally reprehensible.”

Some students feel like these 
changes will cause students to no 
longer want to attend the university.

“I feel like the university has been 
in an obvious state of  decline which is 
likely due to its shrinking budget,” said 
Colin McKenzie, a senior studying 
fisheries. “If  I were a prospective 
student I feel like many of  the cuts 
would act as a deterrent. I also feel 
very strongly about the university’s 
contribution to the community by 
providing educational opportunities 
to locals.  Cutt ing programs, 
faculty and resources for students 
will likely hurt this relationship.”

“Our state already offers so 
few in state scholarships for our 
future college students,” said Alisha 
Drumm, a senior studying English. 
“Taking the Alaska Performance 
Scholarship is a step backwards.”

Sen. Pete Kelly, R-Fairbanks, who 
co-chairs the senate finance committee, 
was unavailable for comment.

The Board of  Regents has called 
a special meeting to discuss the 
new budget proposal on April 13.

Budget cuts
Continued from pg. 1

Conference preserves 
Native traditions
Grace Ongtowasruk
Sun Star

The UAF e-Sports gaming club is 
an organization dedicated to building 
a community where students can 
share their passion for video games. 
Much of  the club’s activities revolve 
around the organization of  regular 
e-Sports Tournaments often with 
prizes available for the winners. The 
gameplay of  some of  their matches 
is broadcast online using TWITCH.

Competitive video game playing 
or ‘e-Sports’ typically involve 
the playing of  various genres of  
player vs. player games, including 
fighting games such as “Super 
Smash Bros.,” shooter games such 
as “Overwatch” or electronic card 
games such as “Hearthstone.”

The c lub  a l so  organizes 
chari ty  events,  according to 
club president Steven Mcgraw.

“Our biggest one that we 
do is Extra Life,” said Mcgraw 
“Which is a 24 hour event where 
we reserve the Hess Rec center and 
we basically have people sponsor 
us for every hour that we play.”

Al l  proceeds  f rom Extra 
Life go to children’s hospitals of  
the player’s choice. Extra Life 
happens during fall semester and 
is open to non-club members.

Any student interested in 
becoming a member of  the club can 
sign up by going to my.tespa.org and 
register as a member of  UAF. For more 
information students can attend the 
club meets every Friday from 4 - 8 p.m.

Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

The Club Spotlight takes a look at various clubs and highlights student 
interests and activities on the UAF campus. 

ARE YOU A writer LOOKING FOR WORK?
The sun star is looking for

Freelance Photographers and 
Writers. For our payscales or more
information, please stop by our 
oFFice in 305 Constitution Hall

or call 474-7540 

Club Spotlight:
e-Sports Gaming Club
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Spectators gathered outside the 
front of  the Reichardt Building to 
watch thermite burn and billow smoke 
as part one of  the show, “Have a blast 
with chemistry,” during the College of  
Natural Science and Mathematics’s 
ye a r l y  S c i e n c e  Po t p o u r r i .

The event is geared towards 
children, as a way to inspire their 
curiosity for science. Originally the 
event featured only geology and 

chemistry, but now includes a wide 
range of  sciences like veterinary 
medicine, physics and biology.

The April 8 event marked the 
twenty-second year the Science 
Potpourri has been hosted by the grad 
students and professors of  the College 
of  Natural Science and Mathematics.

Some of  the outside organizations 
that contributed to the potpourri 
include the Geophysical Institute, 
the Alaska Earthquake Center, 
the NASA Robotics team and 
EarthScope amongst several others.

Science 
sparks 
curiosity
Josh Hartman
Sun Star

3-year-old Ryatt Krzykowski puts the final touch on his pet rock at the Reichardt Building for the 2017 Science Potpourri. Tauseef Mahmood/Staff Photographer

Chemistry department faculty ignited thermite to demonstrate an explosion. 
Tauseef Mahmood/Staff Photographer

Alexander Carder plays with a setup demonstrating conservation of linear momentum at the Science Potpourri in the Reichardt Building. Tauseef Mahmood/Staff Photographer

Colored liquids and different salinities were mixed in a transparent tube to demonstrate the 
development of storm waves at the Science Potpourri. Tauseef Mahmood/Staff Photographer
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The 1,000 miles of  the Yukon 
Quest put the grit of  a musher 
and their team of  long-distance 
race dogs to the test, but 2017 
champion Matt Hall says the most 
challenging part of  the race is 
fighting through the exhaustion.

“It’s not a spot on the trail, 
it’s not the jumble ice,” Hall 
said. “ It’s the lack of  sleep. It’s 
getting up and going again.”

Hall described waking up 
from an hour and half  nap and 
pulling his soaking facemask back 
up. The damp material clung to 
his skin as he pulled on his half-
dried gear before heading outside 
to the minus 40 degree weather.

“You get one boot on and 
sit there for a second,” he said. 
“Then you get the other boot 
on and sit there for a second.”

Hall has run the Yukon Quest the 
last four years in a row. He landed a 
third-place finish on his 2014 first-
time run, and won Rookie of  the 
Year and the Best Choice Awards.

Hall uses a custom lightweight 
sled he built three years ago. He 
looked at a few different sleds made 
by different mushers and took the 
design elements he liked most from 
each one and pieced them altogether. 
The resulting sled is barely over 20 
pounds and is built out of  hockey 
sticks, cable and aluminum runners.

“Being the very first sled I have 
ever made, it’s a little rough around 
the edges and doesn’t track perfectly 
straight,” Hall said. “I could go 
out and buy a perfectly good race 
sled, but I like the uniqueness 
of  standing on your own sled.”

Hall lived a subsistence lifestyle 
almost his entire life with his parents 
in Eagle, Alaska. Trapping was their 
primary source of  income and they 
moved around with the season. As 
early as four years old, Hall mushed 

Alaska Rising Tide, a statewide 
climate change activist group, is 
protesting ExxonMobil’s long-
time sponsorship of  the Iditarod 
on the grounds that fuel companies 
are damaging the environment.

“The Iditarod committee should 
recognize that fossil fuel companies 
like ExxonMobil are causing climate 
change,” said Jeff Chen, a volunteer 
with Alaska Rising Tide. “It’s reckless 
for a snow and ice dependent race 
to take money from an oil company 
that knew about climate change since 
the 1970s and subsequently funded 
climate change denial projects.”

The group displayed a banner 
reading “We’d Rather Be Led 
By Dogs” at the Iditarod re-
start in Fairbanks this March.

Along with other UAF students, 
Stephen Greenlaw, a senior in 
the Fisheries program, is part of  
Alaska Rising Tide. Greenlaw 
says he joined the group because 
of  his interest in climate change 
and his concern about the current 
political rhetoric regarding the issue.

“With the current Trump 
administration, climate justice 
is an important issue now more 
than ever,”  Green law sa id .

Both men see conf licts of  
interest in our politics these days.

“Now, we got former ExxonMobil 

a two dog sled team with his parents.
“They would kind of  sandwich 

me in between them to keep 
an eye on me,” Hall said.  “I 
would follow dad and then mom 
would be behind me to stand me 
back upright when I fell over.”

Despite growing up around dogs 
his entire life, Hall wasn’t convinced 
the mushing lifestyle was for him. 
When he was 15 years old he headed 
for the Lower 48 and visited family 
in Alabama, New Jersey and Florida.

“Man, I couldn’t even pee 
off  the porch. There’s too many 
people everywhere,” Hall said 
with a laugh. “I realized how good 
Alaska and mushing were and it 
really was my dream and passion.”

Within the first month after 
returning home, he decided he 
wanted his own dogs and to never 
leave Alaska. His first litter of  
puppies was on the ground shortly 
after. Growing up around dog 
mushing culture his entire life, Hall 
was already prepared to take on 
long distance dog training and care.

The training starts at birth with 

CEO Rex Tillerson as the Secretary 
of  State,” Chen said. “And the 
White House just copy and pasted 
a press release from ExxonMobil, 
and announced a $20 billion deal 
with them in the Gulf  of  Mexico.”

Greenlaw is concerned about 
how the Trump administration 
wi l l  handle  c l imate change.

“I have no faith that current 
administration will intend on taking 
on climate change in a positive 
way,” Greenlaw said. “The Trump 
administration is rolling back on 
environmental regulations put 
in place by President Obama.”

For Greenlaw, this administration 
b r i n g s  u p  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t 
more than just the Iditarod.

“Pebble Mine is likely to be 
put back on the table again, which 
has negative implications on 
Alaska’s salmon,” Greenlaw said. 
“Another concern is the Arctic 
Refuge, [which] if  opened up for 
oil and gas development would 
negatively impact the porcupine 
caribou herd which the Gwich’in 
people depend on for subsistence.”

The intersect ions between 
i n d i g e n o u s  r i g h t s  a n d 
environmental degradation are 
troubling to him, Greenlaw said.

For some, climate change is 
directly affecting their home. Frontline 
coastal communities like Kotzebue 
and Shishmaref, for instance, are 
experiencing astronomical erosion 
due to a lack of  consistently frozen 

the initial bond and trust built with 
the dog according to Hall. Some 
of  the first commands he teaches 
his dogs start at a month old with 
“No” and “Eat.” They have to learn 
how to race and Hall gives them a 
consistent rhythm they follow. It’s 
a few year process of  training and 
building the dog up before they 
are ready to race competitively.

When choosing the final cut for 
his race teams, Hall looks closely at 
a dog’s gait, appetite and attitude.

“This is a Lance Mackey quote 
but it holds true, ‘attitude and 
appetite’ are two of  your biggest 
things,” Hall said. “You need a dogs 
that are always going to eat everything 
you put in front of  them, that are 
happy and always ready to go.”

Hall’s familiarity with the trail and 
difficult mushing conditions gives him 
an edge over his competitors in the 
Yukon Quest. At least 20 miles of  the 
trail was part of  his family’s trapline 
trail. Where some competitors may 
struggle with blown in trails or 
jumble ice on the Yukon River—Hall 
comfortably knows these conditions 

all too well and traverses them 
with the experience of  a veteran.

Strategy plays a huge role in 
competitive long distance racing. Most 
mushers don’t plan a concrete race 
schedule for the entire race before 
they begin down the trail. The trail 
conditions, weather and dog’s well 
being are the main factors that drive 
a musher’s schedule. The first couple 
years Hall went down the Quest trail 
he stuck to a schedule he knew his 
team was capable of. In 2017, Hall 
didn’t have a plan at all until Dawson.

“I never thought I wasn’t going 
to make it this race,” Hall said. “I 
felt very confident of  the finish line 
and there were no questions there. 
The team was looking so good so 
that was keeping my spirits up.”

Hall and his girlfriend, Amanda 
Brooks, live off of  Chena Hot Springs 
Road in Two Rivers, as the owners 
of  Smokin’ Ace Kennels. They are 
largely dependent on their dogs to 
carry out day to day tasks. Their 
animals are more than long distance 
racing dogs; they function as working 
dogs and serve as active participants 
in making the kennel function.

“The lifestyle [Amanda and I] 
live today, all of  our water is hauled 
from the river by dogs,” Hall said. 
“Our fire wood is hauled by dogs 
and we give tours to pay for racing...
You can do anything with distance 
dogs. Except win little sprint races”

B r o o k s  s e w e d  c u s t o m 
jackets for their entire team.

“A lot of  blood sweat and tears 
went into those,” Brooks said.

In 2018, Hall plans to run both 
the Yukon Quest and the Iditarod 
Sled Dog Race back to back.

“After finishing one 1,000 mile 
race, I’m ready to call it a season,” 
Hall said, smiling. “I have been putting 
the Iditarod off for a few years now.”

Hall and Brooks continue to 
build their kennel up and prepare 
their dogs for the coming season.

Quest champ Matt Hall talks mushing life
Sarah Manriquez
Photo Editor

Activist group 
protests ExxonMobil 
sponsorships
Erin Granger
Staff Writer

Rookie musher Ryan Anderson from Montana starts his first Iditarod at the Fairbanks 2017 re-
start as members of activist group, Alaskan Rising Tide, unfurl a banner reading “We’d rather 
be led by dogs”, featuring a caricature of the White House flying an Exxon flag. Photo courtesy 
of Jeff Chen with Alaska Rising Tide.

sea ice protecting the shoreline.
By displaying this banner, Chen 

and Greenlaw hope the Iditarod 
committee starts to place more focus 
on the longevity of  the race, pays 
more attention to climate change 
and ultimately rejects ExxonMobil’s 
sponsorship of  the race, they said.

In  add i t ion  to  re jec t ing 
ExxonMobil’s  funding, Alaska 

Rising Tide also wants the Iditarod 
committee to remove Rule 53, a “gag 
rule” that removes mushers freedom 
of  speech to discuss issues like race 
funding and conflicts of  interest.

“Alaska Ris ing Tide is  a 
volunteer group, and we’re not 
bound by gag rules and neither 
is the public,” Chen said. “The 
mushers shouldn’t be gagged either.”

Matt Hall cuddles with two of his dogs at Smokin’ Ace Kennels. Hall names each litter of pups 
after different themes and letters of the alphabet. One of his litters got their names from 
Norse Gods. Sarah Manriquez/ Photo Editor
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A S UA F  S e n a t o r  M o l l y 
O’Scannell won her uncontested 
campaign for student government 
president in the spring semester 
e lect ion.  Dawson Mann was 
elected to be her vice president.

ASUAF’s proposal to increase 
and redis tr ibute the s tudent 
government fee was voted down, 
with 60 percent of  students voting 
against the referendum. The measure 
would have increased the ASUAF 
fee for main campus students 
from $42 per semester to $60, as 
well as changing the fee allocation 
primarily to benefit the Sun Star.

With the referendum voted down, 
ASUAF and its governance groups 
will face reduced funding in coming 
fiscal years due to reduced enrollment.

The referendum to add an 
“SRC Student Access and Facility 
Fee” passed with a majority of  57.4 

percent in favor of  the change. The 
fee will be $30 a semester, and will 
apply to UAF and CTC students 
taking 6 credits or more. The new 

O’Scannell wins ASUAF presidency, fee changes split
Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

I talked a li l  bit about 
gothboicl ique in a column 
earlier this year where I reviewed 
Lil Tracy’s manga. They are 
a sub group within the larger 
THRAXXHOUSE based out 
of  Seattle. However, they are 
quickly gaining more traction 
and recognition due to Lil Peep 
(previously of  schemaposse). Peep 
was in the first Lil Music Review 
column of  last year, but has 
changed his style quite a bit since 
then.

Some people have been 
comparing him to Kid Rock (lol), 
but I still think he’s a little more like 
Bones and Wicca Phase Springs 
Eternal. Because of  his “white 
trash” image, he gets a lot of  flak. 
However, some of  his songs are 
undeniably earworms, and his 
plays/views are reflecting that.

“Castles,” the first one, came 
out on Lil Peep’s soundcloud. Its 
a collaboration series between Lil 
Tracy (formerly Yung Bruh) and 
Peep. “CÅSTLES II” takes what 
“castles” one did to the next level.

Every song on “castles” was 
produced by Nedarb Nagrom 
(who is an awesome producer 
that has contributed to countless 
underground releases in the last four 
years). Slug Christ even featured on 
the first track, but it still falls short. 
The title track bangs, nothing to 
critique on that one. “white wine” 

the most popular track from the first 
release pales in comparison to the last 
track on “CÅSTLES II.”

On “CÅSTLES II,” BigHead 
(one of  my fav producers atm) and 
Charlie Shuffler (one of  the best at the 
emo goth beats right now) alternate 
on production. “Never Eat, Never 
Sleep” Lil Peep goes in, he’s getting 
better at singing, and Tracy, oh my, he 
kills it. “Dying Out West” sounds like 
we are about to start a new season of  
One Tree Hill. The claps are perfectly 
placed and Peep is actually on point 
this song. Reminds of  the good “Star 
Shopping” days. Lil Tracy doesn’t 
hold back either.

“WitchBlades” is the song that’s 
going off right now (like “White Wine” 
last year), except its turning past Peep 
haters into fans. I wanna say it’s just 
because Tracy goes hard as hell on 
this one, but the way Peep sings along 
to the beat makes it almost too catchy. 
Shouts out to YungCortex for this one 
as well.

“in high school was a loner, I was 
reject, -*beat cuts out*- I was a poser”

That line from Tracy’s verse gets 
me every time. You think he’s gonna 
say I was a stoner or something, but 
he gets hella honest out of  nowhere.

“When I die bury me with all my 
ice on, when I die bury me without 
the lights on. Lights out. Night lights.”

Is Lil Peep following up on Tracy’s 
last line in a gravelly yell. Basically, 
this is when you know it’s lit.

Okay, that’s enough about 
“WitchBlades”. Charle Shuffler (I 
always wanna say Charlie Sheppard, 
because that’s what his DJ tag sounds 
like) is on the next track “Past the 
Castle Walls”. Again we have those 
beautiful claps sprinkled in with space.  
This one is emotional. Talking about 
love.

Lederrick and SouljahWitch 
(Lil Tracy’s producer name) are on 
production for the final track. The 
vocal layers here are amazing. Bruh 
really snapped on this. Peep does 
alright, but the hook is where it’s at.

Lil’ music reviews
A bi-weekly column by Alan Fearns, 
General Manager at KSUA

GOTHBOICLIQUE
CÅSTLES II

SLUGGA
TO THA SKYY

Slugga is a 160 bpm footwork/juke 
producer based out of  Chicago. He’s 
been making waves doing collabs with 
Violet Systems (fka Kid Entropy). His 
output is really consistent, with classic 
vinyl samples and intricate, yet easy to 
follow beat patterns. “To Tha Skyy” 
has the same standard of  quality. 
Its well mixed, has a lot going on 
with plenty of  breathing room. “My 
Delight” is gorgeous, and deserves 
the feature track spot. I would dance 
to this at my wedding. “T.S.O.V” is a 
really cool song that is majestic and 
(lol, I almost said casual) full of  energy.

any less because of  the ban.
One of  the answers that 

Rogers was concerned he might 
find was that the ban may have 
impacted smokers academic 
performance since they may want 
to spend less time on campus or 
may have more difficulty focusing.

“That seemed to, thankfully, not 
be the case,” Rogers said. “None of  
our smokers said that they reported 
a decrease in grades or that they 
felt it was hard to focus in class.”

The majority of  the smokers, 
85 percent, feel as if  they have 
no choice but to violate the ban, 
as well as that the ban “fails 
to recognize the complexities 
o f  t o b a c c o  a d d i c t i o n . ”

Zach Chaves, a petroleum 
engineering student, said he smokes 
cigarettes openly on campus. He 
usually waits until after 4 p.m. 
although he will still smoke once 
or twice during the day. He has 
been confronted twice by students 
who told him in passing that there 
was indeed a no-smoking policy.

“The majority of  [non-
smokers], 60 percent, find that the 
ban has improved campus,” Rogers 
said. “However half  of  the students 
do still frequently encounter 
smoke while walking around.”

Smoking area on campus

There is no designated smoking 
area on campus, yet 10 percent 
of  nonsmokers who responded 
believe that one exists. Fifty-four 
percent of  non-smokers would 
support a designated smoking area.

“I think there should definitely be 
a smoking area,” Rogers said. “People 
who are smoking feel like there is no 
choice but for them to break the ban.”

This would reduce the the 
number of  times that non-smokers 
would encounter smoke on campus, 
especially if  there is a warm place on 
campus for smokers to go since it is 
not easy to walk off campus to smoke 
in the winter, according to Rogers.

Although, a smoking area may be 
less than satisfactory for some students.

“It’s a public university, I should 
have every smoking right I do walking 
down the street,” Chaves said with a 
laugh. “If  they wanted to incentivize 
me, if  they wanted to pay me not to 
smoke, I would be okay with that.”

“Tobacco-Free Campus”

UAF’s smoking ban coincides 
with the popularity of  similar bans 
around the U.S. Between Oct. 2010 
and April 2017, the number of  so-
called “smoke free” campuses rose 
from 446 to 1,827, according to 
Americans for Nonsmoker’s Rights.

The webpage offers links to 
the health and counseling center 
and to Alaska’s Tobacco Quit 
Line to help people quit smoking.

Smoking
Continued from pg. 1

Naturally Perspiring
By  Mason Schoemaker

fee will go to maintaining the Student 
Recreation Center and provide 
funding for equipment upgrade, 
repair and replacement, and will serve 

as a membership fee for students.
The ASUAF elections closed 

Friday, March 31 with 16.4 percent 
of  eligible students having voted. 
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DO IT! The Sun Star is hiring a new editor-in-chief for the 2016-17 School year.
Look for listing number #0071907 at uakjobs.com.

“Man, running a newspaper would be hella rad.”

Have you ever thought to yourself:

ENTERTAINMENT
‘Nook on the Street

Recently congress passed legislation allowing internet service providers to collect and sell browsing history of  their 
customers. This week we asked students: What do you think about this change?

Eilidh Leiper, film, junior Grace Bolt, computer engineering, 
sophomore

Conway Tomlinson, mechanical 
engineering, senior

“I’m not so keen on that. I feel like 
that’s your privacy and they are 
getting into that and it’s like, where 
do you draw the line at someone’s 
private browsing?”

“I haven’t read up a lot about the 
specific legislation that was passed, 
but I know enough to know I don’t 
like it. I’m not crazy about it.”

“Well, firstly, how exactly is this different from what they have been quantitatively doing in the past? We already know 
that they collect our browsing history and sell it to advertisers. As far as I’m concerned this is merely an expansion of  
the scope. So, this bill is a large step that people are noticing, but it is not actually the large change. I don’t think this 
is the step we should be outraged about. We should’ve been outraged several steps back when we gave up the right to 
our own data.” 

Evan McArthur, electrical 
engineering, sophomore
“I think that the internet should be 
treated more like a public place and 
if  they want to sell where you’ve 
been, it’s the same as just selling 
surveillance, which already hap-
pens.”

Francesca Person, nursing, 
sophomore
“I feel like it’s a violation of  our pri-
vacy and it doesn’t seem like a good 
thing for them to be able to just sell 
our information.”

Sun Star Picks: UAF and 
community events

The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 11
Do you celebrate Passover? There’s 
going to be a celebration at Pike’s 
Waterfront Lodge at 5:30 p.m. The 
Fairbanks community as a whole is invited 
to attend, although members pay 
$40 while nonmembers pay $50. 
I’m a person who enjoys observing and 
celebrating other cultures, so if  you’re 
of  a similar mindset or if  you intended 
to celebrate Passover anyhow, you can 
consider stopping by. – Kyrie Long / Copy 
Editor

Wednesday / 12
Are you graduating this semester? I 
am. Or, I better be; learning by surprise 
that I’m not graduating would be, simply 
put, extremely bad. In any case, if  you’re 
counting on walking this May like I am, 
you should attend a Graduate Q&A 
session because they aren’t doing 
rehearsals this year. There’s one 
today in Signer’s Hall lobby, 3-5 
p.m. – Spencer Tordoff / Editor-in-Chief

Thursday / 13
Are you a living organism who 
is interested in adapting to a 
changing climate? The IARC 
Research Salon for this month can 
answer your questions — “Flora and 
Fauna of  Alaska: Living in a Changing 
Climate.” The lecture is in Akasofu 
501 on April 13 from noon - 1:15 
p.m. Feel free to bring a quiet lunch. 
– Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Friday / 14
Do you play “Super Smash 
Bros.?” Come down to Gruening 
208 for a tournament organized 
by UAF e-Sports Gaming Club 
starting 5 p.m. – Tauseef  Mahmood / 
Staff Photographer

Saturday / 15
As I am unfortunately very aware, 
the flu is going around. Saturday 
might be a good day to just lay 
around, get some rest and try to 
avoid getting sick. – Ben Ellis / Web 
Editor

Sunday / 16
Tumble down a rabbit hole this sunday at 
North Star Ballet’s Alice In Wonderland 
showing at the Salisbury Theater. The 
show begins at 4 p.m. and admission 
for students is $10. – Paige Gieck / Staff 
Writer

Monday / 17
Its the day after Easter and you know 
what that means. LEFT OVER SALE 
CANDY!!! Go quickly to the closest 
grocery store and pick-up as much 
discounted candy and goodies as you can 
to sustain yourself  through the end of  the 
semester. You will thank you yourself  
when finals come around and you 
have the extra sugar. – Sarah Manriquez 
/ Photo Editor

Letters from the Editor:

Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Civil defense

Some of  the finest media outfits 
in the world are operated for the 
public interest rather than private. 
In a small way, that’s what your 
student media outlets do. The Sun 
Star and KSUA are both funded 
by the university public, and both 
provide news and entertainment that 
might otherwise be unavailable. It’s a 
valuable role, and one that I know the 
staff here (as well as our counterparts 
down the hall) take great pride in.

But like public media in the U.S. 
(and unlike counterparts overseas), our 
funding is subject to political whims 
and winds. Student media funding 
is derived from the ASUAF fee, and 
the allocation is determined by senate 
actions and ballot initiatives. This is 
a perilous circumstance which can 
lead to imbalance and neglect. While 
KSUA receives adequate funding, the 
Sun Star receives less than half  of  their 
support; those present circumstances 
could easily reverse or worsen in time.

But there’s a fix for this potential 
problem and it can be found at our 
sister campus to the south. At UAA, 
funding for the student radio station 
and newspaper is derived from a 
separate media fee, divided right 

down the middle. This fee is still 
student controlled but less subject to 
the short-term desires of  individual 
administrations, rising and falling with 
enrollment. When I last spoke to the 
leadership of  our UAA counterparts–
KRUA and the Northern Light–they 
expressed a number of  the same 
concerns and stresses that beleaguer 
our institutions, but funding was not 
among them. And while they have 
a much wider student body to draw 
from, ultimately they don’t have to 
worry about their circumstances 
changing from year to year.

Moving to such a system would 
benefit our newspaper, yes, but not 
only in terms of  funding alone. 
Having our funding through such a 
parallel source would give us greater 
independence to investigate and report 
matters of  student interest without 
fear of  reprisal through funding cuts.

A self-imposed fee increase is a 
hard sell–particularly without full-time 
staff dedicated to messaging–and the 
latest ASUAF election results reflect 
this challenge. But where the ASUAF 
fee is murky and mysterious, a media 
fee would offer transparency and 
confidence. It would allow students 
to draw a straight line from money 
they pay to services that they enjoy.

B e s i d e s :  I f  U A A 
c a n  d o  i t ,  why  n o t  u s ?
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Classified RatesPlacing Your Ad $1/word - 7 days of  print and 
online advertising
$0.20/word - Student and 
Student Organization rate 
for 7 days of  print and online 
advertising.
$25 - for an additional graphic

Students with a valid Polar Express ID 
can recieve one free ‘Housing’, ‘For 
Sale’, or ‘Announcements’ classifieds 
posting per week by visiting our office 
at 305 Constitution Hall.

To place a classified ad please call our 
office at 907-474-6043 or visit our 
website at uafsunstar.com. Ads must 
be pre-paid before publication.

Beat Beethoven 5k Race: 23rd 
Annual Fundraising Race for the 
Fairbanks Symphony Orchestra 
starts at 11:00am this Saturday, 
Finish the race before Beethoven’s 
5th Symphony concludes and get a 
voucher to attend a 2017/18 season 
concert. Race starts and ends in front 
of  the UAF Patty Center. Plenty of  
free parking available!  

Thawout Film Festival: 7pm-10pm 
in Hess Rec Center. Free Admission, 
concessions available. Check out our 
FB event for more information.

Jobs off campus: The Northern 
Alaska Environmental Center 
seeks a full-time Conservation 
Coordinator  to implement 
educational and grassroots advocacy 
strategies for the protection of  
wildlands, intact ecosystems, and 
subsistence resources. We are seeking 
a highly motivated, goal oriented 
self-starter with experience in 
environmental campaign execution. 
Applications due by April 14. 
To view the full job description and 
application info visit northern.org

Jobs off campus: A fast growing 
company is currently seeking a Data 
Specialist to join our data team as a 
leader and domain expert. This role 
focuses on expanding analysis and 

evaluation of  speech and interaction 
data deliverables. The Data Specialist 
will become an expert in dialog 
evaluation processes, work closely 
with a team of  skilled analysts, and 
be a key member in developing new 
conventions for relevant workflows.
($600 weekly) Send your CV with a 
cover letter to: mrgerrythompson2@
gmail.com   if  interested.

Jobs on campus: Get real-world 
writing experience! The Geophysical 
Institute is now hiring a public 
relations student assistant for full time 
summer and half  time winter. Write 
press releases, create promotional 
materials, social media and other 
tasks. Science background preferred. 
Contact sue.mitchell@alaska.edu, 
474-5823

Spoken Word Artist in Fairbanks:  
Shane Koyczan in Fairbanks 
April 21- In a realm where poets 
rarely intersect with stardom, the 
Opening Ceremonies of  the 2010 
Winter Olympics introduced us to 
Shane Koyczan. An internationally 
recognized author and spoken word 
artist, Shane has emerged as a creator 
of  poetry that dares to belong to the 
people and speak directly to them in 
their own voice. He is not only a writer, 
but a multi-platform spoken word 
virtuoso. And we’re welcoming him 
to Fairbanks, Hering Auditorium on 
April 21st —National Poetry Month. 
Tickets for UAF students are only 
$10. Available at fairbanksconcert.
org. This dynamic artist will leave you 
screaming for more!

Classifieds
AnnouncementsEmployment
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maybe you look good in PRINT.
Try on a new look by writing for the Sun Star - a weekly print and web publication run and written by students.  

Freelance reporters are paid per piece and gain valuable work experience.

If  you’re interested in writing an article, a column, or a beat for the Sun Star, drop by one of  our staff  meetings 
Sundays at 1:00 p.m. at our office in 305 constitution hall or email Danny Fisher at editor@uafsunstar.com.


