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In a recent meeting, the Board 
of  Regents unanimously passed 
a declaration of  support for the 
Alaska Performance Scholarship, in 
the hopes of  saving the program.

The state’s proposal to end the 
Alaska Performance Scholarship 
several weeks ago on April 3 aroused 
contention from the UA community. 
The scholarship program provides 
students with incentive to remain 
in state for school in the form of  
scholarships based on their high 
school GPA and SAT scores, which 
could be used in the UA school 
system. The loss of  the program has 
the potential to impact enrollment in 
UA schools, as information presented 
in the meeting indicated four out 
of  five students who received the 
scholarship state that it effected their 
decision on which school to attend.

The budget reductions have 
resulted in a loss of  jobs with 927 UA 
positions having been cut since 2015. 
The potential for an even smaller 
budget has the board of  Regents 
preemptively planning for the worst, 
with a possible mid-year increase 
in tuition and further decreases in 
service hours and employment, as well 
as further reductions to non-essential 
costs by streamlining bureaucratic 
processes within the university. This 

Music stands decorated with 
musical scores serving as mile 
markers lined Tanana Loop Saturday 
morning as a mass of  nearly one 
thousand people gathered in front 
of  the Patty Center to participate 
in the 23rd Annual Beat Beethoven 
race. The race, sponsored by the 
Fairbanks Symphony, is a 5K 
coursing the perimeter of  campus. 

Steve Lundgren would rather 
speak about the accomplishments 
and hard work of  his co-workers and 
employees than his own, according 
to students and other attendees 
during the 2017 Business Leader of  
the Year dinner and award center.

Lundgren, who is the president 
and CEO of  Denali State Bank, 
received this year’s award, making him 
the 41st business leader of  the year.

“Nobody has any success in 
business by themselves, you have to 
genuinely care about the people you 
work with,” Lundgren said. “The 
heavy lifting at the bank doesn’t 
happen in the president’s office, it 
happens on the teller line and at the 
accounts desk, it happen’s outside 
my office. So I would say engage and 
support the people you work with.”

Lundg ren  s tar ted  o f f  in 
Oregon as a management trainee 
after he graduated from Oregon 
State University. After moving to 
Fairbanks he worked at Alaska 
USA, Key Bank and Mt. McKinley 
Bank before ultimately coming 
to rest at Denali State Bank.

Lundgren has served several 
positions in the Greater Fairbanks 
Chamber of  Commerce including 
his current position as chair 
o f  the  F inance  Commit tee.

has some board of  regent members 
worried for the future of  the university.

Congress is proposing a UA 
funding budget as low as 303 million, 
which with previous cuts would add 
up to a 20 percent reduction in state 
funding in the last two years. On 

Participants who crossed the 
finish line before the last note of  
Beethoven’s 5th Symphony ended, 
received a voucher for free admission 
to any of  the upcoming Fairbanks 
Symphony concert performances.

Ten seconds before the start 
of  the race, the announcer took 
his place at the conductor’s stand, 
waving his baton in time with the 
count down. Eager spectators 
waited patiently to cheer on their 
families, friends and neighbors 

Thursday April 13 the UAF Board 
of  Regents held a meeting to discuss 
the potential cut in state funding they 
may face in the coming fiscal year.

“It feels like death by a thousand 
cuts.” said UAF Regent John 
Davies. “We should be clear that 

at the local community event.
Levi Youngworth, whose wife 

leads the Couch to 5K organization, 
said that the Beat Beethoven 
race  was  the  organizat ion’s 
goal for the end of  winter.

“Their goal is to make it 
all the way up to 30 minutes 
sustained without walking or 
taking breaks,” Youngsworth said 
when describing the organizations 
training targets for the race.

we do not find this acceptable.”
UA plans  to  organize  a 

postcard writing campaign with 
the hope of  swaying legislator in 
favor of  a larger budget before 
the proposed cut goes to a vote.

Tiffany Lehnerd
Sun Star

Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

John Davies at the Board of Regents meeting on Thursday, April 14. Davies spoke on the university’s fiscal situation, saying “We should be clear 
that we do not find this acceptable.” Kael Knight / Sun Star

Runners rush to 
Beat Beethoven

Continued “Beat Beethoven” pg. 4
Continued “Business leader of 
the year”pg. 3

Business 
leader 
imparts 
'employees 
first' 
attitude
Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Regents challenge scholarship phase-out

Famous spoken word artist takes the mic            pg. 5

Don Kiely, dressed as Beethoven, poses before the race the start of Beat Beethoven 5K run on Saturday, April 15, near UAF Patty Center.
Tauseef Mahmood / Staff Photographer
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Faculty Awards

Several senators realized only 
after the vote had been finalized 
for Outstanding Faculty and Staff  
awards that they could also put forth 
nominations. Further confusion arose 
when it was 
pointed out 
that the bylaws 
r e g a r d i n g 
t h e  a w a r d 
stated “at least 
one” person 
was  to  be 
granted each award per year. The 
phrasing allowed for multiple 
people to be given awards. Thus 
their first attempt at giving out the 

Missing Person

4/5/2017 11:27 p.m. - The 
Resident Assistant at Bartlett Hall 
was concerned for a student that 
they had not been able to contact 
for several days. An officer was able 
to talk to the student in Colorado 
via a relative’s phone. He said 
he will not be returning to UAF.

Harassing Communications

4/7/2017 9:23 a.m. - Mail services 
at the Constitution Hall Post Office 
have been receiving several unknown, 

Outstanding Staff Award ended with 
all four nominations being approved.

ASUAF Vice President Dawson 
Mann, then pointed out that each 
recipient of  the award would receive 
a plaque that would cost $75 to make. 
This money was coming out of  a 
total budget of  $250, therefore they 
would be going over budget with all 
four nominees receiving the award. 

A motion to 
o n l y  h a v e 
o n e  aw a rd 
winner was 
pas sed  and 
they revoted 
once again for 
both awards.

“I feel like I’m taking crazy 
pills,” said Cordero Reid, a senator, 
partway through the voting process.

After a brief  period of  logistical 
organizing during which a vote 

creepy calls. Investigation is ongoing.

Suspicious Circumstances

4/1/2017 8:01 p.m. - The police 
were contacted about upskirt pictures 
being taken in the Wood Center. An 
officer arrived, talked to the suspect 
and found that they are a minor. No 
photos were found on their phone, 
but the parents were contacted, an 
apology letter was written by the 
suspect and they was trespassed 
from campus until they turn 18.

Theft

3/27/2017 12:07 p.m. - Someone 

on how best to vote for candidates 
was taken, they were left with 
Anvil Williamson as the winner 
of  the Outstanding Staff  Award 
and Jeremy Spade as the winner 
of  the Outstanding Staff  Award.

Tradition Stone

ASUAF also approved a $300 
reward for the return of  the lost 
Tradition Stone. The stone marks 
a time period in which alcohol 
was banned on campus and has 
been missing from Starvation 
Gulch for three years. The stone 
is normally stolen by campus 
clubs or traded for alcohol.

Indigenous Peoples

ASUAF made a declaration of  
support for Indigenous Peoples Day 

was stealing money in the Patty 
Center. An officer found the suspect 
and trespassed them from campus.

3/29/2017 5:34 p.m. -  A 
person called the police about 
their wife’s phone being stolen. 
The phone was found off-campus 
and the investigation is ongoing.

MVA

3/27/2017 10:24 p.m. - A 
dangerous driver on Tanana Loop 
Road was reported by the Alaska 
State Troopers. A UAF officer 
tried to pull over the car, but it took 
off, finally stopping at the Harper 

which Gov. Bill Walker formerly 
recognized in October 2016.

Appointments

S e n a t o r s  a p p r ov e d  t h e 
appointment of  Daniel Vaziri 
as the newest ASUAF Senator.

Building on Geist Road. The driver, 
Madison N. Smith, of  Fairbanks, 
was arrested for failing to stop and 
taken to Fairbanks Correctional 
Center. She was charged with 
violating her conditions of  release.

Intoxicated Person

4/2/2017 1:53 a.m. - Moore 
Hall resident assistant reported a 
resident running around, yelling 
and smacking windows.  He 
was transported to the hospital.

4/2/2017 9:35 a.m. - A person 
used a fake ID to enter The 
Pub. They were trespassed and 
additional charges are pending.

Paige Geick
Staff Writer

Ben Ellis
Web Editor

ASUAF is the elected student 
government of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.  The student 
government recieves around 
$500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the 
Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert 
Board as well as student groups 
and services. Meetings are held 
weekly and are open to the public.

The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and / or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters must 
be received by 5 p.m. Friday in 
order to be run in the next issue.  
All letters are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.

Letters to the Editor
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STAR
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

“I feel like I’m 
taking crazy pills.”
-Cordero Reid, ASUAF Senator

The Sun Star will be accepting applications for 2017-18 Layout Editor

Attention Digital Artists!
Do you want to get in that staff box? Are you familiar with Adobe CC? Do you 
like  d  e  s  i  g  n?  How about money? Email editor@uafsunstar.com or call 
907-474-7540 for more information.

CEO sheds light on permanent fund investments: Stated there was an estimated $4 million increase to the Permanent Fund.  The actual estimated amount was $4 billion.
Concert Board still seeking shows for campus:  Article noted the incorrect meeting time for Concert Board. Great Grandpa, Alex G. and Pingrove will be a 18+ show, not 
21+ as indicated in the graphic.
Students try their hand at the market: Article indicated S&P 500 had a year-to-date return of 1.7 percent. The actual figure is 5 percent.

Corrections
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Tr a d i t i o n a l  p e a c e m a k i n g 
circles may be a solution to the 
growing rates of  crime and fear of  
terrorism. Connecting universities 
and individuals across the globe, 
this topic was the springboard for 
an international cyber-conference 
co-sponsored by UAF last week.

“The Cyber-conference keeps 
a lively dialogue going around the 
world,” Brian Jarett, founder of  the 
conference, wrote in an email. “We 
address the big topics in conflict 
resolution, and peace-building.”

Attendees of  the conference 
linked up virtually from college 
auditoriums, to boardrooms to 
living rooms. Michael Gallagher, 
the featured speaker, lost his son 
after a terrorist bomb exploded 
in  Omagh ,  Nor th  I re land .

“We as people need to find what 
unites us and not what divides us 
in creating a safer world,” he told 
the virtual, international crowd.

An idea born on the campus 
of  UAF, the Annual International 
Cyber-Conference on Dispute 
Resolution completed its seventh 
year on Wednesday. Connected to 
more than 60 organizations around 
the world, the conference dialed in 
scholars, students and professionals 
to share their experiences and discuss 
a way to seek peaceful resolutions.

“For us in Alaska, this brings a 
reality that we read about, but seems so 
far away and isolated,” Polly Hyslop, 
assistant professor in the Indigenous 
Studies Program at UAF and Co-
Director of  the conference wrote.

Troy  Po u l s e n  h a s  b e e n 
involved with the conference 

H e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a 
former chair of  the Fairbanks 
Economic Development Corp.

L u n d g r e n  s t a t e d  t h a t 
h a d  n o t  t h o u g h t  a b o u t 
receiv ing the award before.

“I was surprised, I’ve been to 
several of  these events and I know 
that the people that receive this 
recognition are very deserving of  it,” 
Lundgren said. “And I just felt very 
humbled that people would consider 
me in the same group as the previous 
recipients. I had never thought that 
I would [receive such an award].”

Another theme throughout the 
dinner and ceremony was Lundgren’s 
support for the military. He’s 
been a member of  the Fairbanks 
chamber’s  Mi l i tary  Advisory 
Committee as well as the Alaskan 
Command Civilian Advisory Board.

Lundgren has also advocated 
for the university as part of  the UAF 
Advocacy Committee. During the 
event he stated that 16 of  his 80 

There was talk of  firefighting and 
physical fitness at UAF’s 8th annual 
Midnight Sun Science Symposium 
April 13 and 14. The symposium is 
an opportunity for undergraduates 
to present on their research, with 
subjects ranging from DNA repair 
to invasive Alaskan species. The 
symposium also offers a platform for 
professional researchers such as this 
year’s keynote speaker Brent Ruby.

His talk, entitled “20 Years of  
Chasing, Urine, Blood & Muscle,” 
regarded his research on the 
physiological demands of  firefighters 
who specialize in containing wild fires, 
also known as ‘hotshots.’ Hotshots 
have a particularly demanding job, 
often working up to 18 hours a day 
during fire season. Most of  their 
activities are highly physically taxing 
such as traveling long distances 
over uneven terrain carrying heavy 
weights and cutting down trees.

By taking urine, blood and 
muscle samples from hotshots during 
their work he has developed a more 
refined understanding of  human 
dietary needs while undergoing 
extreme physical labor. One of  his 
key findings was that mood and work 
output under such conditions are 
greatly improved by having small 
snacks throughout the day, instead 
of  the typical three meal structure of  
breakfast lunch and dinner. He also 
learned that the hotshots were often 
short of  carbohydrates and has begun 
developing a supplement specially 
designed to make up for that deficit.

He also learned that the hotshots 
were often short of  carbohydrates 
and has begun developing a 
supplement specifically designed 
to make up for that deficit.

During his work with the hotshots 
he had a few opportunities to study 
cases of  heat stroke. He found 
that, contrary to popular belief, 
dehydration wasn’t usually a factor 
during these events. Rather heat 
stroke was more likely to be caused 
by the firefighter pushing himself  too 
hard, regardless of  how much water 
he or she was drinking at the time.

Using these insights Rudy is 
building an app called “The Black” 
which will provide hotshots and other 
extreme endurance athletes with 
information on how to remain healthy 
during both the on and off seasons.

for several years. As a graduate 
student in the Communication 
and Journalism Department, he 
specializes in peacemaking circles 
for  indigenous  communit ies.

A peace circle takes away 
the punishment of  being guilty, 
according to Poulsen, instead 
focusing on community healing 
that involves the offender and the 
victim, as well as other interested 
parties within the community 
that agree to support each other.

“Peacemaking circles have been 
utilized all over the world, especially 
by indigenous people. These processes 
put the community in the role of  judge 
or the lawyer to have community 
conversations,” he said. “The people 
who are a part of  the circle are people 
who have context to the whole story, 
so they know the person on each side.”

Chief  Justice Robert Yazzie of  
the Navajo Nation talked about 
how the courts on his reservation 
are moving towards Peacemaking.

“The European court system 
has become a stalemate,” Yazzie 
said. “People do not really benefit 
from it to benefit their problems. 
It doesn’t bring back harmony or 
restore families. The more you work 
at bringing people back together is 
a success of  our story. There is no 
limit to what peacemaking can do.”

For these processes to work in 
Alaska, parallel justice systems must be 
agreed upon between the community 
leadership and the state, Poulsen 
said. The circle can involve a lot of  
different people, but it all revolves 
around the need to gain consensus. 
If  that isn’t achieved, it doesn’t work.

“When people come into the 
circle, they will add more to make the 
picture bigger to better understand 

employees have degrees from UAF 
with others currently attending UAF.

“[For students] there’s not a 
better opportunity in Fairbanks 
to observe and get to know and 
learn from business leaders,” 
Lundgren said about the event.

Agnes Lawson, an Art and 
marketing student, was the Gaffer, 
lighting technician, for the video 
production committee for the event. 
Lawson stated that Lundgren was 
one of  the first leaders to attend some 
of  the meetings with the students 
during the organization of  the event.

“He was very interested in what 
each of  our roles was and he made 
sure to know every student and to 
know your name,” Lawson said.

The Business Leader of  the 
Year is selected by a committee 
made up of  students, staff, advisory 
council and past business leaders 
of  the year. The committee looks 
for a number of  different things 
notably the community involvement, 
business achievement and prolonged 
impact—how long they have had 

the nature of  the problem,” Yazzi 
said. “And if  we are able to adopt 
that to our adversarial courts, 
then the people would be very 
happy about this type of  process.”

Mike Jackson, Tlingit Haida 
f rom Kake,  Alaska ,  a l so  a 
Peacemaker, called in to report 
about Peacemaking creating a 
safer community in Kake. Jackson 
runs the Kake Circle Peacemaking 
Program in the small Southeast 
village of  500 people. Since 1999, the 
program has helped over 80 youth 
and 60 adults in their community. 

“It’s not only about recidivism,” 
Poulsen said. “It’s about the 
autonomy of  the community.”

Peacemak ing  c i rc l e s  and 
alternative dispute resolutions are 
a growing discipline in the criminal 
justice programs around the world. 
Jarrett started the program at UAF, 
which continues to be offered as 
a minor in the Communications 
and Jour na l i sm depar tment .

Jarrett and Hyslop, co-directors, 
have connected the conference 
to UAF and local communities, 
helping local indigenous groups and 
organizations in Alaska and Canadian 
First Nations find culturally relevant 
solutions to modern day problems.

“The Cyber-Conference offers 
the opportunity for Fairbanks, 
Alaska and UAF students to get 
in cyber-contact with the outside 
world and the serious issues such as 
terrorism face-to-face with people 
who actually experienced it and 
are making change to create a safer 
world,” Hyslop said. “In California, 
they talked about street gangs. It 
was amazing to hear them share.”

an impact on the community.
K a s ey  B a r n e s ,  c o - c h a i r 

of  the decorations committee 
and a member of  the Great 
A laskan  Account ing  Peop le.

The committee who chooses 
the business leader for each year 
also chooses a theme for the event. 
This year’s theme was based on the 
Monopoly board game because 
Lundgren has been a banker for 
over 30 years, according to Barnes.

The event is also a fundraiser 
for the School of  Management’s 
s tuden t  o rg an i za t i on s .  T he 
event is organized and lead by 
students, according to School of  
Management Dean Mark Herrmann.

“The biggest importance of  
this event is the interaction of  the 
students with the community,” 
Herrmann said. “The fundraising 
in really important, all of  the money 
that we make from this event goes 
directly to our student organizations 
... all of  our student events outside 
the classroom are privately funded.”

Conference focuses on 
terrorism and peacemaking

Steve Lundgren gives his 
acceptance speech after for 
the 2017 Business Leader 
of the Year event at the 
Westmark Hotel on April 15. 
Lundgren is the president 
and CEO of Denali State Bank. 
“The real highlight of this 
to me was to get to know 
the students and spend time 
with them over the last few 
months,” Lundgren said. 
Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Business leader of the year

'Urine, Blood 
and Muscle': 
the human 
body under 
stress

Continued from pg. 1
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“That’s perfect for what this is 
because you have to beat Beethoven, 
so it is a good goal. This is going 
to be their benchmark for early 
spring compared to how they 
will be doing in the summer.”

Lyon Kopsack was the first 
runner to cross the finish line coming 
in with a final time of  15 minutes 
and 52 seconds. Kopsack’s running 
mate, Dylan Nixon-Helms came 
in second place, with a finish time 
of  16 minutes and one second.

“I want to motivate other people 
to run,” Kopsack said. “I have 
this God-given gift and I just want 
to use it to the best of  my ability. 
I think if  I do that its going to 
motivate other people. Running is 
really a community thing so I think 
that is a really important aspect. 
Competition is just the cherry on top.”

Kopsack, a UAF cross country 
scholar athlete ran his first race 
when he was two years old.

“This is the kind of  guy I 
want to be when I grow up,” said 
Nixon-Helms, who began running 
competitively in high school.

Nixon-Helms and Kopsack 
are both members of  the UAF 
track team and have previously 
competed in the Beat Beethoven 
race. Nixon-Helms, who will be 
graduating this spring said that this 
will be his last time running the race.

Juaquine Silveira (#449) fist pumps to the 
volunteers cheering him and other runners 
on as they passed by in the Beat Beethoven 5K.
Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Continued from pg. 1

Beat Beethoven

The Sun Star will be accepting applications for 2017-18 Layout Editor
Are you familiar with Adobe CC? Do you like  d  e  s  i  g  n?  How about money? 
Email editor@uafsunstar.com or call 907-474-7540 for more information. ( p l e a s e )

Attention Digital Artists!Attention Digital Artists!

Miker Frantes (#881) dressed in a green bunny suit competed in the Beat Beethoven 5K on Saturday, April 16 coming in 184th place out of 882 
runners. Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Don Kiely, dressed as Beethoven, gives the signal to begin the Beat Beethoven 5K run on Saturday, April 15. 
More than 800 participated in the race breaking last year’s record of 300 participants.
Tauseef Mahmood / Staff Photographer 

Miguel Diaz (#417) hustled up the hill, holding the flag above his head as jogged in the Beat Beethoven 5K on Saturday, April 16.
Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor
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Shane Koyczan, a YouTube 
sensation and spoken word poet, is 
making an appearance in Fairbanks 
to give a unique vocal performance.

“I want something that will bring 
you to your feet and it’s going to 
make you go ‘oh my god,’” said Anne 
Biberman, the executive director of  
the Fairbanks Concert Association 
as she leapt to her feet from behind 
her desk, arms raised and her hands 
waving in the air. “And it’s going to 
make the people around you feel the 
same way, which is going to bond you 
and it’s going to bond everyone who’s 
there seeing and hearing him because 
that’s what a great artist can do.”

Koyczan, 40, is described as a 
multiplatform “spoken word virtuoso” 
because he performs spoken word, a 
form of  slam poetry, and has written 
six books. One of  his works has been 
adapted to an opera and he is an 
active producer of  Youtube videos 
with over 320,000 subscribers and 
over 20 million views on one video 
titled, “To this day.” A starting point 
for his rise to fame was when he 
performed at the opening ceremonies 
for the Vancouver winter Olympics 
in 2010, as well as his creation of  a 
Ted talk for his piece, “To this day.”

Koyczan is known for using 
personal experiences to convey 

messages about bullying, cancer, 
death and disorders. His work 
has led him to receive a BC Civil 
Liberties Award for the Arts.

Biberman’s first encounter with 
Koyczan was at the Western Arts 
Conference in Los Angeles where 
he was the first speaker. By the end 
of  his performance the entire house 
was screaming for more and she 
realized that she wanted the Fairbanks 
community to be able to experience 
that level of  emotional evocation.

“What  I  loved was  how 

extraordinarily he used words, you 
don’t get to hear something like 
that everyday,” said Biberman.

UAF and high school students 
are receiving $10 discounted 
tickets because Biberman feels 
that students do not see live 
performances enough and are missing 
potentially meaningful experiences.

“It’s not always happy thoughts, 
it’s not necessarily joyful. There’s a lot 
of  joy in what he does, but I wouldn’t 
say it is like Disney,” Biberman said.

Koyczan will perform on April 21 

at 7:30 p.m. in the Hering Auditorium. 
The Fairbanks Concert Association 
has reduced the price of  tickets which 
can range from $10-$40. Students 
only have to pay $10. Tickets can be 
purchased online on the Fairbanks 
Concert Association’s website or at 
the door of  the Hering Auditorium.

“I think it’ll be a meaningful 
exper ience,”  Biber man sa id . 
“If  you’re studying writing and 
its  something you’re working 
at, to hear someone who’s that 
good at it will be inspirational.”

3519603_19583
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4c Resources for your 
college questions

When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the 
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.

We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families 
find answers to their college questions:

•  CollegeSTEPS® program: sign up to receive college planning tips, tools, and 
resources by email at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps

•  Student Center: whether you are in high school, preparing for college,
or about to graduate, we’re here to support you every step of the way at 
wellsfargo.com/studentcenter

•  Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire
college experience at blogs.wf.com/studentloandown/

•  Calculators and money management: view our private student loan products 
and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information.
University Branch • 794 University Ave. • 907-474-4100
Gaffney Branch • 620 Gaffney Rd. • 907-459-4373
Cushman Branch • 613 Cushman • 907-459-4373
Bentley Branch • 40 College Rd. • 907-459-4363

© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (3519603_19583)

Famous spoken word artist takes the mic
Maximilian Erickson
Sun Star

Shane Koyczan, a Canadian-born poet, songwriter and storyteller, has come to Alaska on tour. He is most widely known for his YouTube video 
“To this day,” used in many anti-bullying campaigns across the nation. Photo courtesy of Fairbanks Concert Association.

Photo of the Week:
instagram user: yukachi1234

Congratulations to this week’s Photo of the Week Winner yukachi12354 - 
please come to the Sun Star office in Constitution Hall on Sunday, April 23 
in room 305 to collect your prize!



April 18, 2017
6

The Sun Star
www.uafsunstar.com COMMUNITY

Spring is in bloom and a new 
season of  light and adventure is on 
the horizon. You have been working 
diligently to achieve your goals, 
dreams and aspirations for some 
time now. Perhaps this is involving 
work, a romantic relationship or an 
educational or personal goal. You may 
be beginning to feel deflated, lacking 
fortitude and energy to continue.

With the coming of  the new 
seasons, you think “maybe I should 
just quit now and start something 
new?” The cosmos urge you to give 

it one more try! Spring has begun 
and the time for a new cycle is indeed 
here, but your success is lying just 
around the corner. You have come 
this far, holding tightly and steadfast 
to your desires, do not give up now 
when success lies so close at hand.

The cosmos urge you to focus on 
the feelings of  success, love, gratitude 
and overall happiness that you will 
obtain when you finally see your goals 
come to fruition. When we focus 
on how we will feel when we obtain 
something good, rather than our fear 

of  despair that things will not work 
out, we allow our minds to become 
open to the possibility of  success and 
we override our instinctual response 
to be afraid and expect defeat.

So enjoy Spring! Take a walk, 
drink your coffee outside, or simply 
open the windows. Allow your mind 
and body to be reinvigorated by 
the new season, and focus on all of  
the glory you will be living when 
you achieve your goals and you will.

Classified RatesPlacing Your Ad
$1/word - 7 days of  print and online 
advertising
$0.20/word - Student and Student 
Organization rate for 7 days of  print 
and online advertising.

$25 - for an additional graphic
Students with a valid Polar Express ID 
can recieve one free ‘Housing’, ‘For 
Sale’, or ‘Announcements’ classifieds 
posting per week by visiting our office 
at 305 Constitution Hall.

To place a classified ad please call 
our office at 907-474-6043 or visit 
our website at uafsunstar.com. Ads 
must be pre-paid before publication.

Spoken Word Artist in Fairbanks 
Shane Koyczan in Fairbanks 
April 21- In a realm where poets 
rarely intersect with stardom, the 
Opening Ceremonies of  the 2010 
Winter Olympics introduced us to 
Shane Koyczan. An internationally 
recognized author and spoken 
word artist, Shane has emerged 
as a creator of  poetry that dares 
to belong to the people and speak 
directly to them in their own voice. 
He is not only a writer, but a multi-
platform spoken word virtuoso. And 
we’re welcoming him to Fairbanks, 
Hering Auditorium on April 21st 
—National Poetry Month. Tickets 
for UAF students are only $10. 
Available at fairbanksconcert.org. 
This dynamic artist will leave you 
screaming for more!

Job off campus:
[$$$] Fire Your Boss! [$$$] Tired 
of  working that part time J-O-B 
and still broke? Discover how to 
earn a Six Figure income working 
from home, travel the world and 
have fun doing it? Thousands are 
experiencing tremendous success! 
Great opportunity to do discounted 
Spring Break trips, pay for books and 
more! www.topbusinessindustry.com

Job off campus: A fast growing 
company is currently seeking a Data 
Specialist to join our data team as a 
leader and domain expert. This role 
focuses on expanding analysis and 
evaluation of  speech and interaction 
data deliverables. The Data Specialist 
will become an expert in dialog 
evaluation processes, work closely 
with a team of  skilled analysts, and 
be a key member in developing new 
conventions for relevant workflows.

($600 weekly) Send your CV with a 
cover letter to: mrgerrythompson2@
gmail.com   if  interested

Job on campus: Get real-world 
writing experience! The Geophysical 
Institute is now hiring a public 
relations student assistant for full time 
summer and half  time winter. Write 
press releases, create promotional 
materials, social media and other 
tasks. Science background preferred. 
Contact sue.mitchell@alaska.edu, 
474-5823

Classifieds Announcements

Employment

Cleo’s
Corner
Bi-Weekly Intuitive Messages

(En)gender Compassion

Lindsey Parkinson
Columnist

Protecting an individual’s right 
to work and housing is the primary 
purpose of  SB 72, a bill aimed to 
protect the rights of  people regardless 
of  gender or sexual orientation 
that continues to fail in the Alaska 
Senate. There are 18 states across 
the U.S. that “clearly prohibit 
discrimination against transgender 
people,” according to the ACLU.

Alaska is not one of  them.
The Alaska Senate Health and 

Social Services Committee was 
recently reviewing SB 72, which would 

add sexual orientation and gender 
identity or expression to the powers 
and duties of  the State Commission 
for Human Rights. So many people 
showed up to testify at the first public 
hearing on March 31 that verbal 
testimony was shortened from three 
minutes to two minutes and a second 
hearing was scheduled for April 10.

One of  those who testified 
at the first hearing of  SB 72 was 
Hayden Nevill, local social justice 
activist and creator of  Gender 
Pioneers, a transgender peer to peer 
support group here in Fairbanks.

“Alaskans are an accepting bunch. 
Even really conservative Alaskans 
have been accepting of  me, but 
there are a few bad apples who want 
to discriminate against us and who 
would do us harm,” Nevill said as 
part of  his public testimony of  SB 72.

Despite over two thirds of  the 
public testimony received as of  April 
10 supporting the bill, only two of  five 
committee senators showed up to the 
second hearing, forcing the hearing 
to be cancelled. If  there is little public 
outcry, the bill will be shelved again.

Vers ions  of  SB 72 have 
been submitted to the Health 
and Social Services Committee 

multiple times over the past five 
years, the last in January of  2015. 
None have made it out of  the 
committee and onto the senate floor.

In 2015 the National Center 
for Transgender Equality surveyed 
over 28,000 transgender and gender 
non-conforming people in the 
United States. That study, the largest 
and most comprehensive view of  
the experiences of  trans people, 
investigated levels of  discrimination, 
harassment, poverty and health 
across  the trans community.

Of  those 28,000 people 30 
percent reported being mistreated 
at their workplace, denied a 
promotion or even fired due to 
their gender identity or expression 
at some point in the previous year.

Another man who went to testify in 
support of  adding sexual orientation 
and gender identity and expression to 
the purview of  the State Commission 
for Human Rights reported that after 
being pictured celebrating marriage 
equality in a local paper a potential 
landlord refused to rent a cabin to 
him because he wasn’t comfortable 
with “people like him,” an employer 
said he was looking for “a different 
kind of  employee” and an academic 

adviser tried to convince him to switch 
from engineering to gender studies.

Gender Pioneers, the peer to peer 
support group Nevill began in 2012, 
provides a space for transgender, 
genderqueer or gender questioning 
individuals and their allies around 
Fairbanks with a space to share their 
stories, find a community and build 
the strength to face and to maybe 
change how our society views gender.

According to the National Center 
for Transgender Equality survey, while 
1.6 percent of  the U.S. population 
has attempted suicide, over 40 
percent of  transgender Americans 
have attempted suicide. Gender 
Pioneers hopes to lower that statistic 
by providing a safe space where those 
who don’t fit strictly male or female 
from birth can find support even 
when the state they live in doesn’t.

You can learn more about 
G e n d e r  P i o n e e r s  o n  t h e i r 
facebook page. Students wishing 
to comment on Senate Bill 72, 
adding sexual orientation and 
gender identity or expression to 
the powers and duties of  the State 
Commission for Human Rights, 
can call Committee Chair Senator 
David Wilson at 907-465-3878.

The Sun Star will be accepting applications for 2017-18 Layout Editor

Attention Digital Artists!
Are you familiar with Adobe CC? Do you like  d  e  s  i  g  n?  How 
about money? Email editor@uafsunstar.com or call
907-474-7540 for more information

There's a lot that I, and probably you, don't know about 
social justice. Hard Truths is a biweekly column, written 
by graduate student Lindsey Parkinson, taking a look at 
these issues on our campus and in our community.
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By  Mason Schoemaker

ENTERTAINMENT

Naturally Perspiring

‘Nook on the Street
The state senate has proposed ending the Alaska Performance Scholarship by 2021. This week we asked 
students, did this scholarship factor in your decision to attend UAF and how do you think 

ending it will impact the university?

Thomas Antal, homeland security, 
senior

Aerin Troxel, computer 
engineering, freshman

Garret Wilson, film and 
performing arts, freshman

Kirsten Duran, wildlife biology, 
junior

“My parents set up an account for me 
since we moved up here to help save 
up for college, so that’s what paid for 
my first year of  college practically, 
if  they end it it will impact a lot of  
people who already have it set up, 
Id like to see it stay. I think it’s a 
really good tool for students because 
they can’t spend that money even if  
they want to unless its specifically 
for school so it gives them more 
incentive to actually go if  the money 
is already in the account.”

“It didn’t really impact my decision 
to come to UAF because I didn’t 
qualify for it, but I know that a lot of  
people are paying for a lot of  their 
school using it and it’s a really good 
way for students who don’t have 
many other options for college to be 
able to pay for it. And I understand 
that they are making cuts because 
money has to come from somewhere, 
so I’m sure they weighed the benefits 
a lot for what should get the cuts. But 
I think a lot of  people are going to be 
upset because they won’t be able to 
pay for school anymore.”

“If  it weren’t for the scholarship 
I probably would’ve looked into 
other options because I didn’t have 
any other scholarship any where 
else. So yeah, it definitely helped 
me make my decision because most 
of  my school here is paid for now 
and I think that by getting rid of  it 
by 2021 will have an impact on the 
school because there will be less of  
an incentive to come here. And it 
will also just be harder on students in 
general who want to attend college.”

“I don’t think that’s a realistic budget 
cut because it’s so useful for in-state 
residents and, yes it did, even though 
I didn’t receive it. Just the fact that 
I was able to potentially take those 
exams over and get such a significant 
scholarship that could contribute to 
in state tuition. And it impacted my 
boyfriend and my friends as well.”

Triston Nyquest. biology, senior
“For me, it definitely was a factor in 
staying in Alaska to go to college, for 
sure because otherwise I would’ve 
had to get some loans. But as far as 
the senate goes, there’s certain things 
we need and certain things that 
would be nice and we have to pick 
and choose and pick our battles.”

Abbi Walker, business, junior

“I guess it doesn’t really pertain 
to me because I don’t have that 
scholarship, but I know a few of  
my friends that do, so that could 
really hinder them because job-wise 
its hard with money. And I know a 
lot of  people who do paycheck to 
paycheck, so I guess it didn’t really 
hinder me necause I live here..”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Max Erickson / Sun Star

Sun Star Picks: UAF and 
community events

The calendar is compiled weekly based
on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 18
Grab a cider and a soft pretzel with 
cheese at The Pub tonight for Pub 
Trivia from 8:30 - 11 p.m.
– Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

Wednesday / 19
I’m well aware finals are coming up 
and a lot of  us are suffering from 
some collective burnout. In light of  
this, my advice today is take care of  
yourself. Finals may be approaching, 
but so is SpringFest and the SRC is 
holding a Late Nighter from 10 
p.m.-midnight. There’s going to be 
laser tag and food challenges so 
it might be the night to take some time 
off and go have fun.– Kyrie Long / Copy 
Editor

Thursday / 20
Starting at 1 p.m. the annual 
SpringFest Dance-Off  2017 
begins. Come over to the Wood 
Center patio to see teams compete to 
see who are the best dancers. If  
you and some friends are interested in 
competing, make sure to contact the 
student activities office ahead of  
time to secure your spot. – Ben 
Ellis / Web Editor

Friday / 21
There’s a lot of  really cool science out 
there in the world—you can learn all 
about Environmental Chemistry 

from graduate and undergraduate 
students on April 21 from 9 a.m. - 8 
p.m. in both the Museum of  the 
North and 501 Akasofu. Students 
will be present their research in poster 
sessions and lectures throughout the 
day. – Josh Hartman / Staff Writer

Saturday / 22
Normal people, It is Earth Day! 
But wait, what on Earth can you do 
other than struggling to meet your 
end semester deadlines? And 
Exceptionals, I know you don’t exist. – 
Tauseef  Mahmood / Staff Photographer

Sunday / 23
The Alaska Chamber Singers 
are coming to Pioneer Park 
today. Students with a valid ID get in 
free, so come enjoy some local music. 
The show starts at 3 p.m. – Paige 
Gieck / Staff Writer

Monday / 24
This is the first day of  finals week 
so if  you haven’t gotten your shit 
together by then you probably are 
going to be in trouble. However, if  you 
still want to continue to aggressively 
avoid your responsibilities and live in 
a fantasy world, The Comic Shop is 
holding an event called “Age Of  
Sigmar Path To Glory.” Entry is 
free and the winner receives a cursed 
artifact of  power. God knows we could 
use some glory and curses right about 
now. – Molly Putman / Layout Editor
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Join the fun! The Nook collaborative 
commons features an open �oor plan 
with several seating options, workstations, 
mobile device printing, wired and wireless 
internet, and conference tables with mon-
itors to share your ideas on your laptop, 
tablet or phone on a bigger screen. 

Questions? Contact OIT’s Service Desk at 
(907) 450-8300 or helpdesk@alaska.edu.

The Nook 
Located in Bunnell 319
Hours of Operation:
Monday-Friday 8am-7:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 10am-6pm

Come up and
get connected!

319 Bunnell Building

The Sun Star will be accepting applications for 2017-18 Layout Editor

And graphic designers, multimedia artists, people who have taken a computer arts 
class, people who are emotional about fonts, lovers of adobe creative cloud, used 
indesign once, etc. We are totally not desperate at all

Attention Digital Artists!

Are you familiar with Adobe CC? Do you like  d  e  s  i  g  n?  How about money? 
Email editor@uafsunstar.com or call 907-474-7540 for more information. ( p l e a s e )

Attention Digital Artists!


