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A second outbreak of  
bedbugs on campus has 
been discovered, this time in 
Skarland hall. The pests were 
found last month according 
to Jamie Abreu, director of  
Residence Li fe.

“ W e  a r e 
u t i l i z i n g  p e s t 
management to 
continue treating 
the rooms, and 
working directly 
with the students 
t o  wa l k  them 
through how to get 
rid of  them,” Abreu said.

The pests were discovered 
in two dorm rooms and 
traps were set in each of  the 
rooms. However, affected 
students were not moved 
out of  infested rooms.

“The students were not 
moved as the traps were 
catching everything and they 
were going through heating 
their items to kill any bug that 
wasn’t trapped,” Abreu said.

New hires and new 
policies at the campus Title 
IX office have been made 
this past semester, including 
a new office coordinator 
and additional support for 
students who report cases. 
Administrators say these steps 
will improve the the office’s 
relationship with students and 
its investigative effectiveness.

Title IX is a federal law 
which mandates individuals 
may not be discriminated 
against on the basis of  sex 
or gender. The UAF Title 
IX office handles any report 
of  misconduct on this basis.

New Positions

T h e  o f f i c e ’ s  n e w 
coordinator, Margo Griffith, 
said that among other 
changes, a new student 
committee has been formed 
with the intent of  furthering 
communication between 
the Title IX office and 
student body. The student 
Title IX committee had 
its initial meeting May 1.

Students from Skarland 
did not feel as positively about 
the speed of  the operation. 
Eric Fitts, a marketing student, 
and Kayla Haeg, a political 
science student, both said 
that faster inspections would 
have decreased the problem.

“I  th ink res tr ic t ing 
students to their rooms a 

period of  a month or longer, 
when the bed bug situation 
is spreading is ultimately on 
UAF and how long it took 
bed bugs to  actually be 
inspected for—is shameful to 
be quite honest,” Fitts said. 
“[the students whose rooms 
had bed bugs] were only 
allowed to be in their rooms, 
the bathroom and the kitchen 
if  they were making food,”

“A couple members of  
the student committee will 
be on the Title IX advisory 
committee,” Griffith said. “So 
there will be not only a student 
forum and the ability to give 
feedback but they’ll also be 
able to interface with others 
on the advisory committee.”

The of f ice has also 
hired a new position to aid 
students who report cases, 
both through providing 
support resources and by 
keeping them informed as to 
the status of  their complaint.

“With this position that 
individual will be following 
up regularly with folks that 
are involved in the cases,” 
Griffith said. “And that will 
be help with some of  the 
transparency with students.”

Transparency

A central request shared 
by Fairbanks community 
member s  and campus 
students during many past 
Title IX forums was the need 
for increased transparency 
and communication from 
administration regarding 
Title IX issues on campus and 
how they are being handled.

Haeg sugges ted  an 
idea  that  cou ld  have 
improved the s i tuation 
for the affected students.

“I personally think that 
quarantining students on 
campus in their own rooms—
from what I’ve heard—is 
rather... atrocious,” Haeg 
said. “We pay to stay here 

and then you guys 
quarantine people 
off  ... I think a 
better policy would 
be to make sure that 
all of  their clothes 
are clean ... and 
then put them in 
a separate room.”

S h e  s t a t e d 
that the students 

could take their essential 
things from the room and 
stil l  go around campus 
and enjoy their semester.

“It should have been 
handled better,” Skarland 
resident Walter Palof  said.

As of  now, there are 
no bedbugs in Skarland, 
according to Abreu, but she 
said there is no plan to avoid 
infestations in the future.

Erin Granger,
Josh Hartman
Staff Writers

Bedbugs discovered, 
exterminated in Skarland

Grad Bash

This year in review:

"How long it took bed bugs to 
actually be inspected for—is 
shameful to be quite honest."

- Eric Fitts, marketing student

Daniel Nero, graduating secondary education student and 2017 commencement speaker, enters The Pub through an 
arch of UAF Alumni Association members cheering and clapping. Nero said he’s excited for his next step—moving 
to Las Vegas over the summer to begin working for Teach For America. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Continued “Grad Bash” pg. 4

Continued “Title IX” pg. 3

Title IX office announces 
improvements following 
federal reprimand
Spencer Tordoff, Erin 
Granger, Josh Hartman
Kyrie Long
Sun Star

Title IX cases by campus

Total sanctions for Title IX cases*
 From 7/1/15 - 1/31/17

 From 7/1/15 - 1/31/17

Suspensions
Expulsions
Minor sanctions
No sanctions
Employee discipline actions
Ongoing

UAF
3
1
1
0
2
8

UAA
0
1
6
0
2
5

UAS
0
0
0
1
0
2

Statistics provided by University Relations. Infographic design by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Statistics provided by University Relations. Infographic design by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

*Not all reports lead to full investigation or subsequent sanction

0

100

UAF UAA UAS

Unfounded or
not forwarded
for investigation

Sexual harassment 
or other Title IX

Sexual assault or 
contact

113

15
10

141

21

19

8

3
1

Only 7 cases were investigated and determined to be unfounded; 1 at UAF 
and 6 at UAA. Cases may not be forwarded for a variety of reasons 
including victim request or lack of evidence.

Sarah Manriquez’s Pick A member of the Acliquq Drummers and Dancers on stage on Friday 
night, March 2. In traditional Yup’ik dancing, boys and men kneel on the floor while the 
women and girls stand behind them. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Tiffany Lehnerd’s Pick Mushers ascend onto the frozen Nenana River at sunset for their first 
checkpoint of the day in the 2017 Iditarod on March 6. Dog handlers for the different teams guide 
the mushers and their dogs to a clear spot on the river so they can take a break and feed their 
animals. Sarah Manriquez / Photo Editor

The Sun Star’s favorite photos
Continued pg. 5
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Senators decline to answer 
questions

ASUAF voted down a bill that 
would have required senators to 
answer questions regarding the reason 
behind their voting decisions. Senator 
Samuel Mitchell liked the idea of  
allow students a form to submit 
questions with but was concerned 
that the bill required the senators to 
give the information when asked. 

“You should not be forced to 
answer a question about a vote, but 
I like the form as a feedback form,” 
said Mitchell. “I don’t mind the 
form, but it should be voluntary.”

Senator Sierra Von Hafften 
also voiced her concern at the 
potential for the policy to be 
used to unfairly harass senators.

“What if  someone didn’t like a 
senator or a certain set of  senators 
and they constantly sent them 
questions back to back to back?” Von 
Hafften said. “There doesn’t seem to 
be much restriction to the questions 

Drinking

4/18/2017 6:57 p.m. - A report 
was submitted about a drunk man 
at Wood Center’s front desk. He 
was transported to the hospital.

4/21/2017 4:10 p.m. - An officer 

that can be asked on this bill.”
Senator Raymundo Lopez, one 

of  the bills sponsors, defended the 
idea as a way to give students better 
access to important information 
regarding the decisions of  the senate.

“The spirit of  the bill I believe is not 
to target senators,” Lopez said. “It’s a 
bill to give the students an opportunity 
to be aware of  how the senate thinks... 
As a student I think its a good bill 
because it offers us a chance to see why.”

Establishment of  ASUAF Service 
Awards

The senate passed a bill that 
will allow senators to be awarded 
monetary service awards once 
during the spring and fall semesters. 
The bill will go into effect during 
the 2019 fiscal year and will award 
senators varying amounts of  money 
that will not exceed $125 per award.

Travel Funding for The Sun Star

The senate passed a bill to award 
the Sun Star a $1,000 reimbursement 
to partially fund housing cost of  the 

came across a drunk underage man 
around the Cutler Apartment Complex. 
The man was charged with being a 
minor consuming alcohol, and alcohol 
was confiscated by the responding officer.

Drugs

4/21/2017 2:22 a.m. - During a 
traffic stop on Johansen Expressway, 
a motorcycle driver was cited for not 

staff ’s 2017 Press Club trip. Sun Star 
Editor in Chief  Spencer Tordoff  
attended the meeting to advocate 
for the bill and discuss the staff ’s 
purpose for attending Press Club.

Thank You to Anvil Williamson

The senate officially extended 
a “most sincere thank you” to 
Anvil Williamson for her service 
as the ASUAF office manager.

“This is but a small token that we 
can give back to you,” Reid said to 
Williamson during discussion of  the 
bill, “because you’ve given us so much.”

Senator of  the Year and Best 
Quote of  the Year Awards

Senator Samuel Mitchell was 
voted Senator of  the Year by his fellow 
Senators. The senate also voted on 
which quote said during the 2016-
2017 senate session was their favorite.

In the running were quotes such as: 
“We can do anything we want,” said 
by Melissa Clarke and “You break the 
rules (of  procedure) all the time, what’s 
one more time?” also said by Clarke.

having a motorcycle license, and for 
failing to provide proof  of  insurance. 
Possible drugs were also found and 
the driver was remanded to Fairbanks 
Correctional Center for probation 
violation, with further charges pending.

Harassing Communications

4/17/2017 2:14 p.m. - Angry 
letters were sent to the Bursar’s 

T h e  w i n n i n g  q u o t e  w a s 
a  short  conversat ion between 
R e i d  a n d  W i l l i a m s o n .

“ C a n  w e  j u s t  s u s p e n d 
t h e  b y l a w s ? ”  R e i d  s a i d .

“No,” Williamson responded.

Appointment of  Summer Session 
Senators

Benjamin  Boswel l ,  Donald 
Doughtery, Georgia Durden and 
Samuel Mitchell were appointed as 
senators for the ASUAF summer session.

Office in the Bunnell Building by 
a student. An officer followed up.

4/23/2017 2:26 p.m. - A man 
was being followed around campus 
by his ex-wife, who is not a student. 
She was trespassed from campus, 
the man was given information 
on getting a restraining order 
and Tit le  IX was contacted.

Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

Ben Ellis
Web Editor

ASUAF is the elected student 
government of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.  The student 
government recieves around 
$500,000 per fiscal year in student 
fees and provide funding for the 
Sun Star, KSUA and the Concert 
Board as well as student groups 
and services. Meetings are held 
weekly and are open to the public.

The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals 
named as arrested and / or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Please include the author’s full 
name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address), as well 
as a preferred title for your piece. 
E-mail your letters to editor@
uafsunstar.com or submit them at 
www.uafsunstar.com. Letters must 
be received by 5 p.m. Friday in 
order to be run in the next issue.  
All letters are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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In recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of independent 
student journalism at UAF, 
the Sun Star has amended 
this year's volume number to 
reflect the continuing legacy 

of the Polar Star.

I have less than 48 hours before the 
most important exam of  my academic 
career. This isn’t the type of  exam that 
you make flashcards or attend a review 
session for. This isn’t the type of  exam 
that includes multiple choice questions, 
fill-in-the- blanks or short answers.

In fact this isn’t a typical exam at all.
I decide the exact time and date of  

the exam while my thesis committee 
decides the two- or three- sentence 
prompt that will be emailed to me at the 
start of  the exam. I then have three hours 
to write as much as I can in response to 
the prompt, with no notes whatsoever

A few months prior to this, my 
committee and I meet to decide on a 
general theme or set of  questions that 
I will address in the three hours I am 
allotted. In my department, graduate 

students are required to take two of  
these exams before they “advance 
to candidacy,” i.e. begin writing the 
actual thesis. All of  the research 
and writing conducted before these 
exams will be tremendously helpful 
when it comes down to writing the 
thesis, but quite often it’s hard to see 
the end of  the tunnel when you’re 
so immersed in one specific topic.

So why I am telling you all of  this? 
Well, for one, it’s hard to think about 
anything else besides the exam when 
it looms so near in the future. But for 
another, I was originally going to write 
my final column on the act of  writing 
itself  and what I’ve learned throughout 
my years in academia and months 
writing this column. It was supposed 
to be a “how-to” sort of  column.

That was until a few days ago 
when I had a crisis of  confidence. I’ve 

spent months researching a single 
topic in preparation for my second and 
final written exam before I begin the 
real writing. I am not in any classes, 
Idon’thaveajobora dog or kids to take 
care of. Just me. The crisis was motivated 
by a few unrelated events that all 
culminated in a practice presentation on 
my topic. I always find it helpful to force 
myself  to explain a topic well before I 
begin writing about it. But I couldn’t 
find the words nor the confidence to 
adequately explain what I had spent 
the last few months learning about.

But here are a few things I have 
learned: 1. Success is rarely achieved 
without some struggles along the 
way. Struggling makes you stronger 
and, in the end, it teaches you how to 
respond and cope with future crises 
(which I am sure to experience). 
2. A clear mind is a creative

mind. Almost all of  the columns I’ve 
written this semester were crafted in my 
mind while out on a run. The lack of  
distractions, the silence, and my own 
energy create the perfect combination 
for creative writing. And finally, 3. There 
is nothing that cannot be accomplished. 
This is something that I struggle to 
remember during a crisis of  confidence, 
but after a long run or a good night sleep 
I am always able to reassure myself  that 
whatever I’m trying to do can be done.

It’s incredibly humbling that a week 
before my written exam and a few days 
before writing this column I suffered 
from a crisis of  confidence, because 
one cannot become a better writing 
without realizing that there is always 
room for improvement. My advice to 
myself  and to those of  you reading 
this is simply to keep reading, keep 
writing, and keep (or start!) running.

Emily Russell
Sun Star Columnist

The archival materials reproduced in this issue contain the works and thoughts of Polar Star and Sun Star editors and writers from years past. They do not represent the views of 
the Sun Star as a whole, nor those of its current editorial staff. Archives are collected from Rasmuson’s Alaska and Polar Regions Archives as well as Sun Star office records.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
Looking Inward: Writing about writing May 6, 2014
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“Here’s kind of  two levels of  
transparency,” University Relations 
spokeswoman Marmian Grimes said. 
“There’s transparency broadly for the 
public and then transparency with the 
person involved in the case so they 
can actually know what’s going on.”

“I think aggregate information is 
certainly one way we can let people 
know the volume of  cases that are 
coming in and what happens with 
cases,” Grimes said. “Some of  them 
are founded and move forward 
to disciplinary measures, some of  
them unfounded, some of  them are 
not pursued through investigation 
because of  x, y z. And so you can 
at least see for a time period, ok 
this is what happens with cases.”

Climate surveys, which will seek to 
gauge campus satisfaction with Title 
IX enforcement, were mandated in 
the agreement made with the federal 
Office of  Civil Rights earlier this year, 
according to Grimes. Administrators 
say one has not been released to 
the public yet, but is in the works.

Reporting Trends

Sexual assault reporting on 
campus is on the rise, though overall 
Title IX cases remain steady, according 
to investigator Kevin Calderara.

“A trend that we’re noticing is that 
the actual complaints coming into 
the office are relatively the same,” 
Calderara said. “The big fluctuation 
is the numbers in reporting of  
sexual assaults of  last year to the 
reporting of  sexual assaults this 
year. So there is an increase there.”

Title IX reporting for assaults 
and contacts is substantially higher 
at UAF than at UAS and UAA, 

Of  the highest paid campus 
employees, four are professors, 
2 3  a r e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s —
and only three are women.

According to UAF salary data 
provided by University Relations, 
Interim Chancellor Dana Thomas 
is the highest-paid employee at 
$300,000 per year. The provided 
data did not  inc lude other 
campuses or UA system employees.

Of  the 28 individuals in the 
top one percent of  earners, there 
are three women; Susan Henrichs, 
Kari Burrell, and Annette LaBelle-
Hamer, who are the provost, the vice 
chancellor of  administrative services, 
and the Geophysical Institute’s senior 
administrator officer respectively. 
Henrichs is the second highest 
paid university employee overall.

Also in the top one percent are 
coaches in the athletics department.

despite the higher population of  
the Anchorage campus. Calderara 
is unclear about the specific causes 
but feels that increased knowledge 
of  Title IX policy has contributed 
h i g h e r  r e p o r t i n g  nu m b e r s .

“I think it’s just the word’s out 
that you can report and I think 
more people have knowledge 
of  the process,” Calderara said. 
“That’s what I would like to think.”

Statistics provided by University 
Relations show some disparity 
between the number of  Title IX cases 
reported throughout the UA system, 
and how many of  those cases receive a 
full investigation. This can happen for 
a variety of  reasons, Calderara said. 
Cases may lack sufficient evidence 
for investigation or charges may 
not be pressed. When a third party 
reports a case, victims may not wish 
to continue with the investigation.

The office has seen increased 
numbers of  cases reported by a third 
party, according to Griffith. In these 
instances, if  a third party reports a case, 
the Title IX investigator opens a case 
file and reaches out to those directly 
involved. If  they decline investigation, 
interim measures and counseling 
are still offered, Calderara said.

There are certain instances 
where the Title IX office is 
required to follow through with an 
investigation regardless of  whether 
or not those involved requested 
the investigation. These are if  the 
case involves a minor, if  it involves 
force or the use of  a weapon, if  
it involves a group or if  there is a 
pattern, according to Calderara.

The hockey program’s coach, 
Dallas Ferguson, is also the highest 
paid individual in UAF Advancement 
and Outreach and makes roughly 
$162,000. The next highest paid 
coach is Mickey Durham, who 
coaches basketball and makes 
nearly $60,000 less than Ferguson.

The highest paid professor, 
Kevin Berry from the School of  
Management, is the ninth highest 
paid employee overall. Berry is 
an associate accounting professor 
as well as an associate dean. 
He makes roughly $191,000.

The Geophysical Institute has the 
highest average salary, at $70,141, 
out of  all the seven schools and 
colleges as well as the other units 
including the museum, facilities 
and the Arctic Institute of  Biology. 
Of  just the schools and colleges, 
the School of  Education has the 
lowest average salary at $33,269.

The highest paid individual in 
every school or college is the dean.

Josh Hartman
Staff Writer

Chancellor and deans highest paid on campus

Title IX

‘Nook on the Street
The UAF Title IX Office has made several changes over the past year, 
including hiring a permanent head of  the office, hiring a liaison to 
assist students through the reporting process and attempts to improve 
communications with the student body. This week we asked students, 

how do you feel about these changes?

Joesi Zastrow, business, junior

Paul Huske, computer engineer, 
senior

Kent Ariola, psychology, junior

 Tray Chiu, biochemistry, senior

 Daniel Orr, computer science, 
junior

“I think those are positive changes. 
I don’t know if  it’s necessarily an 
administrative issue that can be just 
fixed like that, I don’t know if  that’s 
the source of  the problem. I think it’s 
good that they’re trying to address it. 
Sometimes I wonder if  it’s more of  
just like a for show thing, but I hope 
it isn’t. I think it’s a good step, but 
I don’t necessarily know if  it’s the 
source of  the problem.”

“I guess it’s necessary. I noticed 
there are some presentations about 
problems they’ve had in the past, so 
I guess they need to hire more staff.”

“I don’t see a reason not to. It’s 
important up here. The reason Title 
IX was brought up was because of  
the issues in the past, but at the same 
time can we really afford another 
staff member? I guess there are two 
sides to it, that’s my take on it. But 
I think it’s important, especially like 
today.”

“I think that in Alaska’s economic 
climate, at least in the near future, I 
think maybe hiring more office staff 
was probably not the best economic 
decision. At least for the next couple 
decades, I can’t see the state getting 
any new sources of  revenue.”

“That sounds positive to me.”

This week’s ‘Nook on the street 
was compiled by
Kael Knight / Sun Star

Salary data provided by University Relations.

Continued from pg. 1

Title IX cases by campus

Total sanctions for Title IX cases
 From 7/1/15 - 1/31/17

 From 7/1/15 - 1/31/17

Suspensions
Expulsions
Minor sanctions
No sanctions
Employee discipline actions
Ongoing investigations 

UAF
3
1
1
0
2
8

UAA
0
1
6
0
2
5

UAS
0
0
0
1
0
2

Statistics provided by University Relations. Infographic design by Molly Putman / Layout Editor
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Statistics provided by University Relations. Infographic design by Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Only 7 cases were investigated and determined to be unfounded; 1 at UAF 
and 6 at UAA. Cases may not be forwarded for a variety of reasons 
including victim request or lack of evidence.
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Ellamarie Quimby
Sun Star

Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

Grad Bash 2017 kicked off  
with attendees entering The Pub 
through a chute of  ASUAF and 
Alumni Associat ion members 
cheering, clapping and blowing 
noisemakers in celebration. Every 
graduate from Summer 2016, Fall 
2016 and Spring 2017 was invited 
to attend free of  charge, while any 
guest they brought spun a wheel at 
the door to determine their cover 
charge. Event sponsors provided a 
spread of  free food, The Pub offered 
specials on drinks and raffle prizes 
were drawn throughout the evening.

Art students put their skills to 
the test in the Spring 2017 Juried 
Student Expedition. All registered 
art students had the chance to 
submit up to three of  their pieces 
to be judged by a professional 
artist. Out of  the 204 pieces of  art 
entered, 64 were chosen for display 
in the Art Department Gallery.

This year’s juror was local 
artist Elizabeth Irving. Irving is a 
professional artist with a portfolio 
that spans many different mediums 
including photography quilting, 
collage and bookmaking. She 
is also a founding member of  
‘Fairbanks Sketchers,’ a local art 
group dedicated to sketching on 
location in areas throughout Alaska.

“One of  the challenges for us 
is to find someone who is separate 
from the art department,” said Annie 
Duffy, an art professor. “Someone 
who doesn’t know the student’s work.”

The opportunity to participate 
in a juried show is an important 
opportunity to broaden your 
horizons according to students 
s u ch  a s  C h a w e i n t a  H a l e .

“I would be really nervous going 
outside of  this environment,” Hale 
said. “[The show] is a comfortable 

step out of  my comfort zone.”
Hale’s piece titled “Vegetarian 

New Year” began as a less 
than ser ious  ar t i s t i c  e f for t .

“It’s funny because it actually 
was made as a joke,” Hale said. “I 
really wanted to draw something 
with red in it and I decided to go with 
something that looked rather sinister. 
Most people seem to think there’s 
a sinister story behind the picture.”

The experiment with red 
paid off  for Hale as the piece won 
Best in Show for Computer art.

Other prizes were given in various 
categories. Two of  Kevin Carroll’s 
pieces “Birth of  celestial” and “The 
Faces We Wear” were featured in 
the show and the later won Best 
in Show in the Paintings category.

“It shows a celestial being 
giving birth to another celestial 

be ing,”  Car ro l l  s a id ,  “and 
i t ’s  watercolor and micron.”

C a r ro l l  s a i d  t h e  s h o w 
i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t 
feedback from other art i s t s.

“I don’t really believe that 
everyone’s opinion of  your art makes 
it good art or bad art,” Carroll 
said. “I just think that sometimes, 
especially in this atmosphere, it’s 
nice to be looked at by your peers.”

Local artist judges student showcase

Right: Grad Bash attendees were 
treated to pizza, sandwiches and 

cupcakes provided by the sponsors 
of the event, as well as beer and 

wine specials. Grads paid nothing 
to attend, but guests of grads spun 

a wheel to determine their cover 
charge. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Sean “Iggy” Runfola took first place in 
the Native Arts category and overall 
best in show at the annual spring 
juried art exhibition put on by the 
UAF Art Department. Runfola smiles 
as he is congratulated on his awards 
by peers and professors on opening 
night, Friday, April 28.
Kael Knight / Sun Star

“Cuignilngucuar (little sea otter)” a wood carving by Sean “Iggy” Runfola. Sean Runfola and this year’s 
winner of best in show, on display at the UAF Art Gallery Friday night. Kael Knight / Sun Star

(Left to right) Cassie Galasso, Martin Parsons and Nathan Adamczak played pool with friends to celebrate Parsons’ graduation. Parsons, a Process Technology graduate, is from 
Valdez, and says he really loved getting to know the people at UAF. “Fairbanks people are good people,” Parsons said. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Grad Bash:
departing students cut loose
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This year in review:The Sun Star’s favorite photos

Erin Granger’s Pick Estimates from event organizers and local news sources place the 
number of Women’s March attendees at almost 2,000. Reasons for participation varied 
from closing the wage gap to supporting climate change data. Ellamarie Quimby / Sun Star

Spencer Tordoff’s Pick Students, (From left to right) Ally Vahalik, Courtney Hood, Isao Yoshino, 
Haruka Kawabata and Mana Hasegawa held handmade signs during their protest of alleged sexual 
assault that occured on campus. Erin Granger / Sun Star

Molly Putman’s Pick Pictured are 
just a few of the many people 

that dressed up Friday night for 
the third annual “Babefest” music 
festival at The Pub. (Left to right) 

Electrical engineering major, Mickey 
Zakurdaew, Miles Gibson aka. “Lover 
Boy Manager” and “Darla Aphrodite 

Lover Gurl.” Zakurdaew was one 
of the minds behind the design 

and building of the wrestling ring; 
constructed for the night’s big cho-
reographed ladies wrestling event. 

“Darla Aphrodite” was one of the 
performers and the reigning champ 

at the night’s end.
Aaron Crabtree / Sun Star

Above: Ben Ellis’ Pick The official restart of the 2017 Iditarod Sled Dog Race was 
moved from its normal location in Willow to Fairbanks. The morning of Monday, 
March 6 when mushers began the 1,000 mile sled dog race, temperatures were 
below -30 degrees. Many of the dogs faces were covered in ice from their heavy 
and excited breathing. Kael Knight / Sun Star

Left: Paige Gieck’s Pick Don Kiely, dressed as Beethoven, poses before the race 
the start of Beat Beethoven 5K run on Saturday, April 15, near UAF Patty Center. 
Tauseef Mahmood / Staff Photographer

Josh Hartman’s Pick Lawrence Krauss stands in front of a projected 
photo of Albert Einstein. In his lecture, Krauss listed some of Einstein’s 
accomplishments, then said, “He also created problems for people like me, 
who get email.” He went on to explain how Einstein inspires many amateur 
scientists who often email him with alternative, but incorrect theories.
Kael Knight / Sun Star

Touseef Mahmood’s Pick Triston Douhit examining the long and sharp teeth of the 
fossilised Tarbosaurus at the 2017 Science Potpourri.
Tauseef Mahmood / Staff Photographer

Kyrie Long’s Pick Mushers arrive in Nenana at their first checkpoint on the Iditarod trail on March 6. Musher 
DeeDee Jonrowe’s dogs rest on the frozen river at sunset, waiting for food. Kael Knight / Sun Star



May 2, 2017
6

The Sun Star
www.uafsunstar.com

L o n g - r u m o r e d  p l a n s  t o 
open an Apple Store at Wood 
Center in the former Polar Perk 
location seem to have stalled out.

“I do recall discussions late last 
year with Vice Chancellor Sfraga 
about the possibility of  an Apple 
store but have not been involved 
in discussions since,” Colby Freel, 
ASUAF president, wrote in an 
email. “I reached out to the current 
vice chancellor and he explained 
discussions are currently underway 
with bookstore operating company 
Follett to explore the possibility of  
expanding the products available in 
the bookstore as an alternative to 
opening an Apple or Windows store.”

What is now a study nook for 
students in the Wood Center was 
once a bustling coffee house. The 
corner lot on the second floor of  

The Fountainhead Antique 
Auto  Museum in  Fairbanks 
not only collects and displays 
automobiles, it restores them to 
their former functionality and luster.

“We’re actually a living museum,” 
sa id  Wi l ly  Vinton,  museum 
manager. “So all but three cars in 
this building right now run right 
and get driven. And two of  those 
we could drive—we choose not 
to—and one that we cannot drive.”

Students shift quietly around 
the automobiles displayed. On the 
hardwood floor pristine cars glisten 
under the lights in shades of  green, 
orange, cream and red. The sleek 
shine of  the paint contradicts the style 
of  the bodies, which would look out of  
place puttering down the road today.

“Actually the paint is better 
than original because this car 
would’ve originally been painted 
probably with a brush and the 
paints that they had had at the time 
were not as durable or as bright,” 
said Timothy Cerny, president of  
Fountainhead Development and 
museum owner. “They were layers 
of  lacquer and they tended to crack, 
some you know, would peel and 
this is modern automotive paint 
that will withstand literally decades 
looking in this condition providing 
nobody does anything to damage it.”

As it is, the cars look new. Hoods 
are propped open, showing the 
functional engines that have been 
repaired and fitted back into the car 
body. The refurbished cars in the 
collection rest adjacent to rusted 
counterparts, automobiles from the 
early 1900s that have yet to be restored.

“In many cases, you know, we 
generally try to preserve as much of  
it as possible,” Cerny said. “Where 
you’ll generally find rot is around 

the Wood Center has sat vacant 
since the coffee shop closed in late 
August 2014. Previous plans for 
the space have included moving 
the offices of  the Sun Star, as 
well as the potential retail space.

“To my knowledge [the store] was 
the brainchild of  Mike Sfraga, who 
has since left his position as the Vice 
Chancellor for University & Student 
Advancement and for some reason (I 
suspect cost) the project has not been 
advanced,” ASUAF Director Anvil 
Williamson wrote in an email, when 
asked how the project was proceeding.

While it is uncertain whether UAF 
will welcome Apple to its campus 
anytime soon, students seeking 
support with their Apple products 
can visit OIT in the Bunnell building, 
room 231 or call 907-450-8300 for 
questions and technical support.

the bottom of  the doors so we 
may have replaced the wood and 
metal on the bottom of  the doors.”

There is a visual timeline 
throughout the museum f loor: 
in photographs and in fabric. 
Surrounding the cars decorating the 
museum’s interior are mannequins, 
clothed in period appropriate 
attire; the velvet gowns and beaded 
dresses displayed outside of  glass 
cases are replicas of  original 
clothing housed in a different room, 
inaccessible to the casual visitor.

“We wanted everyone who 
walks in that door to find something 
that interests  them and the 
clothing is very connected to the 

vehicles,” Cerny said, his voice 
mingling with the light, jazzy music 
echoing throughout the building. 

Cerny, who says he came to 
Alaska in 1979 following college, 
has several businesses, ranging 
from hotel ownership to building 
generators that can survive in 
the Arctic. The antique cars, 
however, are more than a business.

“It’s a passion,” Cerny said. “This 
is not a for-profit venture and would not 
be a for-profit venture Outside either.”

The museum receives visitors 
from across the globe. Cerny said 
last winter, six people flew up from 
Brazil, stayed at the museum until 
it closed and flew back to Brazil. 

The museum currently offers audio 
tours in Chinese, Japanese and 
German, but are working on Spanish 
translations, according to Cerny.

From the rusted wooden cars 
closest to the entrance to the 
hot rods gleaming near beaded 
gowns in the back, the museum 
showcases a history of  America’s 
auto-manufactur ing  prog ress.

“So far in America we’ve had 
over 2,600 auto manufacturers fail 
and so the oldest car you’ll see in here 
is 1898,” Vinton said, “and one of  
the challenges I always give people 
is there’s absolutely nothing in the 
modern cars today that you can’t 
find the origins of  in this building.”

Tiffany Lehnerd
Sun Star

Kyrie Long
Copy Editor

My wife, Faith, and I created 
three children. As they grew, they 
occasionally objected to our parental 
authority. (Especially in their teenage 
years). As good parents, we never 
allowed such behavior. They would 
fully understand we are the parents 
and they are the child. They were 
pulled back to their natural place, as 
children, listening to their parents. 

We the people of  Alaska, created 
our government. The people are the 
parents and government is the child. 

Today, the government in Juneau has 
stood up and opposed our parental 
authority. As the parents are we 
strong enough to drag government 
back under our parental control?

T h e  a n s we r  i s  ye s .  A 
non v io lent  way  (As  Fa i th 
and I did with our children.)

The founders gave the people 
a peaceful way to rein in our 
child called government. Article 
XI of  our State Constitution. 
T h e  Re f e r e n d u m  p r o c e s s .

This past January a legal 
opinion was rendered on whether 
the people could use our parental 
authority through the referendum 
process if  government taxed our 
Permanent Fund Dividend.(PFD). 
The answer was a resounding YES.

There is a movement afoot to 
do just that. If  our two legislative 
bodies come together and agree 
to tax our PFD we will drive 
towards placing our child, called 
government, back in its natural place 
under the authority of  the people.

Understand the complexity 
of  the process. Time to be a 
good parent, standup and get 
involved with controlling our 
child’s bad behavior through 
t h e  Re f e re n d u m  p ro c e s s .

Be a good parent, get involved.

Ray Southwell
Nikiski, Alaska 99635

Letter to the Editor April 5, 2017

Auto museum staff deal in living antiques

Museum Owner Timothy Cerny (left) tells journalism students how the car in the background was once owned by film star, Wallace Reid, who 
had previously covered the hood in nickel.  After being restored by museum staff, Cerny said this car went on to win awards in car shows. 
Adam Tanner / Sun Star

Apple store progress frozen

A logo designed for the proposed Apple Store.
Provided courtesy of Designer and Layout Editor Molly Putman.

NEWS
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Kael Knight
Sun Star

In the fall of  1998, a 29-year-
old Micheal Koskey stumbled out 
of  the Siberian forest, bruised and 
bleeding from his neck. Breathless, 
he approached an airport police 
officer, telling him of  the robbery 
and the beating he had just endured.

“And what  do you expect 
me to do about this?” was the 
officer’s only response. Still losing 
blood, Koskey turned and made 
his way back through the woods.

“It was in Siberia during the 
post-soviet collapse,” Koskey said. “I 
was doing field work at a time when 
Russian society had come to a standstill, 
especially out there on the edge.”

The “edge” he referred to was 
the Chukotka region, situated in the 
northeastern corner of  Russia, across 
the Bering Strait from Alaska. Koskey 
went to Russia to gather information 
for his graduate work, making one 
trip to Yakutsk in 1997 and another to 
Chukotka in 1998. He was studying 
the political and economic viability 
of  reindeer herding as a Ph.D. 
student in the College of  Liberal 
Arts’ Anthropology department.

Ko s k e y  w a s  c o n d u c t i n g 
research in the area shortly after 
the  Sov ie t  Union  co l l apsed .

“Things were tough,” Koskey said. 
“People had been working without pay 
for years. The local governments in some 
areas were shared between the legitimate 
government and the Mafia—and that 
was typical in Russia at the time.”

A professor had warned Koskey 
of  the corruption, cautioning him 
not to claim more than $500 upon 
entering the country, or he would 
be robbed. He followed the advice, 
but it did little good: shortly after his 
arrival in Sokol, Koskey was attacked.

Hal f  of  Koskey’s  research 
funding,  about  $1,800 worth, 
was  s to len by hi s  assa i lants. 

“It was a very rough situation,” 
Koskey said. “Their main economy, 
reindeer herding, had collapsed. So, 
needless to say, people were hungry, 
they were dis-empowered—and the 
natives were dis-empowered even more 
so... People were malnourished. You 
could see their joints and bones. I’d go 
into the store and there would be a few 
pieces of  old reindeer meat, and maybe 
a can of  olives from Spain from 1967.”

After leaving Sokol and working in 
the local archives in Anadyr’, Koskey 
began his journey to the town of  
Lavrentiia, a town situated on the coast 
of  the Bering Strait, a mere 85 miles 
from the most eastern shores of  Alaska.

Koskey made it to the airport safely. 
But when his plane touched down in 
Lavrentiia the Border Guards (the 
rough equivalent of  the United States’ 
National Guard) rushed in, looking for 
Koskey. He was taken to a car by armed 
guards and whisked away to a police 
station, and his research confiscated. 
After about three hours of  waiting, 
Koskey’s passport, visa, and research 
was returned and he was told to leave.

“So I walk out to what’s probably 
45 or 50 below zero, pitch black with 

hardly any street lights, howling wind, 
with nowhere to go,” Koskey recalled.

Much to his surprise, things soon 
took a turn for the better. He happened 
upon a friendly woman, who knew 
where his contact lived. She gladly gave 
Koskey directions to the building, telling 
him his contact was out of  town, but 
his contact’s wife, Yelena, was home.

“As hard and as dangerous 
as things were there she was very 
trusting.” Koskey said. “It probably 
wouldn’t have happened in the US. 
People there seemed more likely 
to help each other than to work 
against each other in times of  stress.”

A few minutes after Koskey 
arrived at Yelena’s house there 
was a pounding on the door.

“She walked over to the peep hole 
and she said ‘Michael, it’s the Border 
Guards, here, come here, come here!’ 
and she hid me in a closet behind some 
coats. So they came in, she made them 
tea, and they sat down and talked.”

Koskey waited in the closet 
until Yelena got them to leave. He 
spoke highly of  Yelena, calling her a 
“bright light in a time of  darkness.”

Eventually Koskey began looking 
for transport to Lorino, a reindeer 
herding collective west of  Lavrentiia. 
Public transportation was nonexistent, 
so it wasn’t uncommon for people to 
travel via mail trucks: the drivers would 
let hop-ons ride in the back for free. 
Koskey “caught a mail truck” out to 
Lorino with half  a dozen other people.

While in Lorino, Koskey was 
invited to a local dinner, where events 
took another turn. A local FSB agent 
accused Koskey of  being a spy, and 
demanded he come to the office 
the next morning, where he drilled 
the Desert Storm veteran over his 
military history for about three hours.

Koskey finished his research and 
caught a mail truck back to Lavrentiia. 
After a few days he was ready to leave, 
but as he waited to board the plane, 
Koskey noticed Yelena talking to two 
border guards. After a moment she 
walked over and said “Michael, these 

men would like to talk to you.” The 
guards asked Koskey to come with them.

“Don’t worry,” one of  them 
said. “Sit down, we just want to talk 
to you because you’re American, 
we never see Americans here!”

They talked about the British 
band The Prodigy (whom the Border 
Guards mistook as an American band), 
and shared a beer. Then they escorted 
Koskey back to his plane, saying a 
warm farewell and shaking his hand.

The day before Koskey left Russia 
the local police requested to talk to 
him. The officers asked if  he had been 
robbed, and drove him to the police 
station. The letter written for Koskey by 
the former deputy running the archives 
had found its way to someone important 
after all. Once again Koskey climbed 
into the back of  a jeep between two 
armed guards—this time, voluntarily.

“When we got to the police station 
they said ‘Why don’t you please look 
through these books of  pictures.’ 
They were mug shots basically, so I 
open the book up and start looking.”

T h e  b o o k  o n l y  h e l d 
p i c t u r e s  o f  N a t i v e  m e n .

“I said ‘Their skin was white, like 
mine...’ The guy picks up another 
book and drops it in front of  me 
and tells me ‘look at these’ in a very 
intimidating way,” Koskey said. “I 
looked through it, it was all native guys.” 

Koskey again told the officer the 
men who robbed him were white, but 
to no avail, and eventually realized the 
officer himself  was quite possibly one 
of  the people who had robbed him.

“Mike Koskey had the misfortune 
of  experiencing many of  the negative 
aspects of  1990s Russia,” said Peter 
Schweitzer, one of  Koskey’s mentors 
involved with the research assignment. 

“What  impres sed  me and 
others, however, was the fact that 
he didn’t give up and turn around 
but continued his research and went 
further into the field.” Schweitzer 
added he hopes no student has to go 
through an ordeal like Koskey did.

Koskey returned to the United 

States and presented his findings, 
publicly describing the government 
corruption and poverty of  average 
citizens in Russia. He also worked with 
people in Nome to support relief  efforts, 
sending food, clothes, and other supplies 
across the sea to the people of  Chukotka.

A year after his return the FBI 
knocked on Koskey’s door. The agents 
informed him the Russian government 
had accused him of  money laundering. 
When Koskey was questioned the year 
before he had told the Sokol Police 
$1,800 had been stolen, forgetting he 
had claimed only $500 when entering 
the country. Though the Sokol 
Police knew travelers wouldn’t claim 
the full amount they were traveling 
with, once Koskey started speaking 
out against the Russian government 
they decided to inform the FBI in 
an attempt to damage his credibility.

The Russians hadn’t specified the 
amount of  money missing, knowing the 
FBI wouldn’t investigate any anomaly 
under $25,000. Koskey backed up his 
financial claims with records from the 
National Science Foundation and UAF.

“I told them ‘Look, you are being 
played by the FSB, and as the FBI, I think 
you should be upset about that,’” he said.

The agents agreed and the 
investigation was dropped. Following 
their  accusat ions,  the Russian 
government banned Koskey from 
entering the country. The ban has since 
been lifted, but Koskey has yet to return.

“The whole story has become 
something of  a joke, about what it takes 
to get a Ph.D. around here,” Koskey 
said. “Talk about trial by fire.” He is 
now a professor, and the head of  UAF’s 
Department of  Cross-Cultural Studies.

“It was quite the experience.” 
Koskey said. “In the long run it’s 
something I learned quite a great 
deal from, much more than I 
thought I would, and it’s something 
I can use in my own teaching.”

How to help

Lindsey Parkinson
Columnist

Spring is a time of  renewal 
and change. As you air out and 
clean up your dry cabin after a long 
winter of  tightly sealed doors and 
windows, move out of  the residence 
halls or pack up for that summer 
trip I ask you to keep in mind the 
agencies that I’ve discussed in this 
column and the many more across 
Fairbanks that could use our help.

As the school year comes to a 
close and we all move forward to 
graduation, summer jobs, a visit home 
or even more summer classes I ask 
everyone to take a moment and reflect 
on all we have to be thankful for.

While I write this column it’s 
sunny and warm at 8 p.m., I’m 
comfortably sitting safe at home 

with a full belly and looking forward 
to the physical pursuit of  my bike 
commute to campus tomorrow.

There are many across the world 
and in our community who don’t 
have the comforts of  a stable home, 
easy access to healthy food or the 
luxury of  extra time to bike the 
scenic route just for the hell of  it.

This time last year a few friends 
and I pulled many car loads of  food, 
clothing, furniture and housewares 
out of  the dumpsters around campus. 
Hundreds of  pounds of  food, two 
mini fridges, four or five microwaves, 
seemingly endless bedding and so 
much more. We had evenings we 
just had to give up after one hall 
because we’d filled up two cars, four 
bike panniers and all our backpacks.

If  you are moving or spring 
cleaning there are several places 
to take your things on campus 
to be sure they get reused.

The Wood Center Food Pantry 
has red collection bins in ASUAF, 
Wood Center, Reichardt, Butrovich, 
Academic Advising and Residence 
Life where any sealed food items 
can be donated to help out students 
in need this summer and next year.

Clean items of  any sort can 
be taken to the Free Store at the 
Sustainability Center on the second 
floor of  the Lola Tilly or in a 
collection bin in Reichardt. The Free 
Store is just as it sounds, donated 
items available for free in order to 
limit waste. Just about anything you 
may want to donate due to moving 
are the same things many students 
will be looking to find come August.

My sincerest thanks for reading 
this column. I’ve truly enjoyed getting 
to know a few of  the people and 
organizations in Fairbanks working to 
make a difference locally and hope to 
continue the discussions in the future.

There's a lot that I, and probably you, don't know about 
social justice. Hard Truths is a biweekly column, written 
by graduate student Lindsey Parkinson, taking a look at 
these issues on our campus and in our community.

NEWS

Professor reflects on post-Soviet 'trial by fire'

A tank rests in the Chukotka Region during Micheal Koskey’s research assignment. After the Soviet Union dissolved things fell apart in the 
Chukotka region. Food, power and public transportation all collapsed. The image’s film was developed on February 1, 1999.
Image Courtesy of Michael Koskey.

For full story visit
www.uafsunstar.com
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The Club Spotlight takes a look at various clubs and highlights student interests and activities on the UAF campus.

Club Spotlight: Socratic Society

This has been, it’s safe to say, 
one of  the hardest, strangest years 
I’ve ever had the pleasure of  facing. 
We started this semester with lofty 
goals and high hopes and though 
not everything we tried to do 
panned out, I feel that in making 
the effort we lived up to the storied 
70-year legacy of  the Polar Star.

As editor, I made it my goal to 
never be the smartest or most talented 
person in the room and, in that regard, 
I believe this year’s Sun Star was an 
unmitigated success. It’s in my nature 
to self-deprecate, but nevertheless I’m 
certain that the paper benefited more 
from my hiring selections at the start 
of  the year than any of  my subsequent 
administrative decisions. Between 
our editors, our staff  writers and 
photographer and our lone archivist, 
we put together a newspaper that 
I’m proud of—and one that received 
a good number of  complements 
f rom fo lk s  around campus.

My successor, copy editor Kyrie 
Long, has two years with the Sun 
Star under her belt. I won’t lie; she 
faces a greater set of  challenges 

During my first year at the 
university, I could be found in three 
places: I was in classes, locked in 
my car blaring music or sitting at 
a corner table at Arctic Java with 
my head down. I was frequently 
on my phone, reflexively checking 
my student account balance to 
make sure I would not receive any 
surprise notices in the mail about 
overdue fees. I was desperately in 
need of  something to do, preferably 
something that paid for my tuition.

Interviewing at the Sun Star 
for the role of  Copy Editor was 
my “best case scenario.”  When 
Danny Fisher, then editor-in-chief, 
called to tell me she was offering 
me a position at the newspaper, I 
accepted her job offer politely before 
hanging up to scream in delight.

I lasted two weeks into the semester 
before the boss found out I was 
spending all of  my spare time in my 
Subaru. To my recollection, Spencer 
Tordoff (who was web editor at the 
time) and Danny rounded on me in 
unison to ask why I wasn’t just staying 
in the newsroom to mingle with the 
staff. I’m an introvert by nature and it 
would be a lie to say I wasn’t terrified 
at the prospect of  spending my time 
interacting with people I barely knew.

Imagine how surprised I was to 
realize I enjoyed it—the newsroom 
atmosphere, the chatter between 
story revisions, showing up early 
to make coffee for tired coworkers, 
draping a blanket over the person who 
refused coffee and later fell asleep at 

It was a battle of  the brains 
Saturday April 29 in the Wood 
Center ballroom at the annual Ethics 
Bowl. The contest featured 11 teams 
debating over modern points of  
ethical dispute, with topics ranging 
from animal rights to governmental 
obligation to preventing women 
from drinking while pregnant. This 
debate session was similar to those 
regularly held by the Socratic Society.

“We email  [members]  an 
article or a quick video to watch 
about some kind of  topic we want 
to discuss and we discuss it for an 
hour and a half  each meeting,” said 
Jesse Gray, president of  the society. 
“For example, we just talked about 
software that can read emotions.”

Each team was presented with 
scenarios involving a topic and had 
to defend a stance on the issue, with 
both the judges and the other team 
having the chance to question them 
and provide rebuttals. Points were 
rewarded based on the creativity, 
reason and ingenuity of  their answers

After two preliminary rounds the 
two teams with the highest number 
of  points competed in a final round 
of  debate. This year’s finalists were 
Renee Nowicki, Bryan Bosserman 
and Sally Starn on team “I think 
therefore I slam” facing off  against 
Ajiel Basmayor, Austin Dabbs and 

than I did entering the office, with 
sliding enrollment threatening 
our already shoestring budget. 
But I am confident that between 
the opportunity to learn from 
two previous editors and her own 
innate abilities, she will continue 
to hold the same high standards 
that have defined the modern 
Sun Star, and will ensure that 
our knowledge and practices are 
passed on to editors still to come.

I don’t know what my life is 
going to look like after graduation. 
What I do know is that, without 
the help of  so many people, it 
would have been a much more 
dour, less successful experience.

To my parents; thanks for 
helping me make this sharp left turn 
in my life. To our administrators and 
advisers, past and present, thank you 
for the knowledge and expertise you 
have provided in helping me and the 
Sun Star succeed. To every student, 
staffer and member of  faculty with 
whom I’ve crossed paths since 
arriving back in Fairbanks; thank 
you for your patience, your interest 
and your support, both in my 
education and in my efforts as editor.

And to the staff  of  the Sun 
Star; thank you for everything. 
Without you, it would have been 
a deary and undistinguished year.

S e e  yo u . . .  o u t  t h e r e .

their desk and watching coverage of  
international news on the projector.

My time at the Sun Star has 
not only been time spent working. 
It’s been time spent getting to 
know my colleagues, my campus 
and my classmates. I watched, 
excited and proud, as Spencer took 
over as Editor-in-Chief  and led 
us through a year of  coverage on 
everything from athletics outcomes 
to Title IX cases to presidential 
elections. The paper has improved 
as a workplace and I like to think I 
have improved with it, as a person.

Now I find it’s my turn to take 
over care of  this institution, over 70 
years old and still printing. Times are 
tight. Between budget constraints and 
political strife, I can’t say I’m pleased 
to realize the upcoming year is going to 
be tense at best—and not just for me.

Regardless, I will endeavor to carry 
on a legacy of  consistency and writing 
with a digital audience in mind. I will 
be here to continue motivating our 
staff  through long nights, pushing 
people to expand their horizons to 
include skills they haven’t discovered 
yet and focus more of  our attention on 
staying engaged with the student body.

I want to be as proud of  the 
work I do as I am of  the work from 
the editors who mentored me.

Looking around the office this 
Sunday, I realized it’s also my turn 
to say goodbye. As editors and staff 
alike graduate, I will be looking 
to hire people to fill desk space 
I see my friends sitting at today. 
Two years ago I couldn’t imagine 
speaking to this many people on a 
daily basis, let alone wondering how 
I will adjust to their absence. Now 
I look forward and wonder how I 
managed to find my place at this little 
college on top of  a hill: how each 
of  us found their place over time.

To the students of  UAF, those 
graduating and those continuing, 
I’ll be seeing you around campus. 
If  you care about what’s going on 
at your university, I’ll extend to you 
the same invitation once extended 
to me—our office is always open.

Lily Bee on the “A Team.” In the 
end, “I Think Therefore I slam” 
took first place by only one point for 
their discussion of  the conditions 
in which one would have a moral 
obligation to become a whistle blower 
against one’s own government.

The Socratic Society meets 
once a week to discuss emerging 
ethical topics. Gray described the 

importance of  such philosophical 
debate to perspective scientists.

“Ethically we can’t always 
do tests,” he said, “so we need 
to think them through logically... 
It’s a different style of  thinking. 
When you remove that style 
of  thinking you can get stuck.”

T he  Socrat i c  Soc ie ty  i s 
open to all students. The weekly 

meeting occasional ly change, 
so interested people are advised 
to check their facebook page at 
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/65544031698/ for meeting 
times and locations. Those who 
attend will be added to an email 
list so they can receive material 
relevant to the weekly discussions.

(Left to right) Renee Nowicki, Seth Jones, Alex Hirsch, Sarah Stanley, Ajiel Basmayor, Austin Dabbs and Lilly Bee of the final two teams start 
their debate for first place in the Ethics Bowl. Amelia Huff / Sun Star

Paige Gieck
Staff Writer

NEWS

Letters from the Editor: Letters from the 
Incoming Editor:

Spencer Tordoff
Editor-in-Chief

Kyrie Long
Copy Editor

All good things...
Caretaker
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Naturally Perspiring By  Mason Schoemaker

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 2
It’s the real start of  finals week—
some good places to study are 
the Rasmuson Library, the Murie 
Building or the Nook in the Bunnell 
Building. All the best, everyone. – Josh 
Hartman / Staff Writer

Wednesday / 3
You’re halfway through finals! 
Or in my case, totally done. Like, 110 
percent done. So, so done. Bobby’s 
Downtown is having a tequila 
tasting (with food pairings) at 
6:30 p.m. tickets are $35. You 
know what to do. – Molly Putman / 
Layout Editor

Thursday / 4
The 2017 Reel Paddling Film 
Festival World Tour comes to 
Fairbanks 7 p.m. The event will 
be held at Schaible Auditorium 
in the Bunnell Building. 11 films 
have been selected by the Fairbanks 

Paddlers board from the shortlist of  
21 films. Last year’s event was sold 
out with standing room only on a 
Tuesday night, so get your tickets 
early! Advance tickets are $10 or 
$8 with UAF student or military ID. 
Tickets will be available for purchase 
at Beaver Sports and at Wood Center, 
as well as on the Fairbanks Paddlers 
website. Tickets at the door will 
be $12 or $10 with UAF student or 
military ID. And May the fourth be 
with you. – Sarah Manriquez / Photo 
Editor

Friday / 5
You made it to the end of  the week 
and we’re almost through entirely. 
That said, if  your last final was today 
and not Saturday, congratulations! 
Because guess what? “Guardians of  
the Galaxy Vol. 2” is scheduled 
to release today. I think celebration 
is in order, so maybe it’s time to hop 
into a car with some friends tonight 
and go grab a ticket at Regal 
Cinemas. Oh, and don’t worry if  
you see me in the ticket line shouting 
at someone. It’s likely because this 

release is going to sell out 
quick and I’m willing to fight for the 
privilege of  seeing Chris Pratt save the 
galaxy. – Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Saturday / 6
Are you graduating and intending to 
walk for Commencement? Well, 
you had better show up then. 
Graduates are to meet at the Carlson 
Center at 12:20 p.m. The ceremony 
starts one hour later. Also, you 
probably should have signed up for it, 
like, a while ago. – Spencer Tordoff / 
Editor-in-Chief

Sunday / 7
Finals are officially over. You 
survived! For those of  you who are 
only done for the summer, savor it. 
The next three months are yours. 
No all nighters (for homework at 
least), no cramming for exams and 
no trying to stay awake during classes 
you’d much rather sleep through. 

While winter in Fairbanks can often 
leave one wondering if  it might be 
worth it just to let yourself  freeze to 
death and end your pain, summer 
in Fairbanks makes up for it 
almost completely. Check out 
the running and biking trails on 
campus, float down the Chena 
with friends, hike Angel Rocks 
or spend a lazy day at Tanana 
Lakes. Don’t forget, almost 24 hours 
of  daylight! And for those of  you who, 
like me, graduated yesterday. 
Congratulations! Your life can 
officially begin. Go take on the 
world. – Erin Granger / Staff Writer

Monday / 8
Whether you just graduated or you 
survived another round of  finals, it’s 
Monday and the hard work is over. At 
least for a little while. So grab a friend 
and head on down to the Chena 
Hot Springs, treat yourself  to a 
relaxing soak or a swim in the 
pool. Go ahead and relax, you’ve 
earned it! – Tiffany Lehnerd / Archivist

MONEY, GLORY, FAME 

This week’s message is about 
creating a life of  intent. Now is the 
time to stay focused on your long-
term goals and create the life you 
have envisioned for yourself ! You 
have put in the work and developed 
a plethora of  skills and knowledge; 
what will you do with your creative 
spark? The cosmos urge you to take 
a few moments to sit back and reflect 
on all you have accomplished and 
where you would like to go from here.

Braving the journey ahead may 
seem scary at times, you may be 
feeling uncertain of  where you are 

going or where you would like to go. 
The cosmos are nudging you to look 
at all you have learned, everything 
you have experienced and how far you 
have come! Now is the time to use your 
skills and knowledge to bring your 
visions to life. Whatever your desires 
are, allow yourself  the opportunity 
to give them voice. Write down your 
thoughts and ideas, keep a journal 
handy for documenting things that 
inspire you. Reflect on what makes you 
happy and how you can incorporate 
these elements into your future.

The cosmos want you to know 

that when you focus on all of  the 
positive aspects of  your life, you invite 
positive energy to continue to unfold 
for you. The time for creation is now. 
You have infinite potential to create 
the life of  your desires. So sit back, 
reflect, and write out your intentions.

Not sure just yet of  exactly what 
your intentions are? No worries! Start 
with what makes you happy, focus on 
the best parts of  your day, document 
moments of  inspiration and see where 
your heart’s content will lead you!

Cleo’s
Corner
Bi-Weekly Intuitive Messages

R E A L - W O R L D  J O U R N A L I S M  E X P E R I E N C E

The Sun Star will hiring staff positions for the 2017 - 2018  
academic year. Interested in professional writing, photography, 
social media management or graphic design?
Call 907-474-7540 or email editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.
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Classified RatesPlacing Your Ad $1/word - 7 days of  print and 
online advertising
$0.20/word - Student and 
Student Organization rate 
for 7 days of  print and online 
advertising.
$25 - for an additional graphic

Students with a valid Polar Express ID 
can recieve one free ‘Housing’, ‘For 
Sale’, or ‘Announcements’ classifieds 
posting per week by visiting our office 
at 305 Constitution Hall.

To place a classified ad please call our 
office at 907-474-6043 or visit our 
website at uafsunstar.com. Ads must 
be pre-paid before publication.

Job off campus:
[$$$] Fire Your Boss! [$$$] Tired 
of  working that part time J-O-B 
and still broke? Discover how to 
earn a Six Figure income working 
from home, travel the world and 

Job off campus:
A fast growing company is currently 
seeking a Data Specialist to join our 
data team as a leader and domain 
expert. This role focuses on expanding 
analysis and evaluation of  speech and 
interaction data deliverables. The 
Data Specialist will become an expert 

have fun doing it? Thousands are 
experiencing tremendous success! 
Great opportunity to do discounted 
Spring Break trips, pay for books and 
more! www.topbusinessindustry.com

in dialog evaluation processes, 
work closely with a team of  skilled 
analysts, and be a key member in 
developing new conventions for 
relevant workflows.($600 weekly)
Send your CV with a cover letter 
to: mrgerrythompson2@gmail.
com   if  interested

Classifieds
Employment

STAR
SUN

HEY NANOOKS,
Good luck with �nals!

HEY NANOOKS,
Good luck with �nals!

The Nook 
Located in Bunnell 319
Hours of Operation:
Monday-Friday 8am-7:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 10am-6pm

C       KIES!
Stop by The Nook this week for...

While you’re there,  enjoy the study and 
collaboration spaces, print from your 
device or a workstation, and take a break
to plan your summer adventures!

3519603_19583
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4c Resources for your 
college questions

When it comes to education financing, Wells Fargo has the 
resources to help students and families make informed decisions.

We have a variety of online tools and information to help students and families 
find answers to their college questions:

•  CollegeSTEPS® program: sign up to receive college planning tips, tools, and 
resources by email at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps

•  Student Center: whether you are in high school, preparing for college,
or about to graduate, we’re here to support you every step of the way at 
wellsfargo.com/studentcenter

•  Student LoanDown℠ blog: check out conversations focused on the entire
college experience at blogs.wf.com/studentloandown/

•  Calculators and money management: view our private student loan products 
and budget for repayment at wellsfargo.com/student

Call today for more information.
University Branch • 794 University Ave. • 907-474-4100
Gaffney Branch • 620 Gaffney Rd. • 907-459-4373
Cushman Branch • 613 Cushman • 907-459-4373
Bentley Branch • 40 College Rd. • 907-459-4363

© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (3519603_19583)


