Intimate Partner Violence and Sexual Violence
in the Aleutian/Pribilof Island Region:

Key Results from the
2014 and 2015 Alaska Victimization Surveys

Out of every 100 adult women who reside in the Aleutian/Pribilof Island region:

These lifetime estimates come from a 2014-2015 survey of adult women in the Aleutian/Pribilof Island region.
Source: UAA Justice Center, Alaska Victimization Survey, www.uaa.alaska.edu/justice/avs.

Purpose of the Survey

Every human being has the right to be safe and free from violence in their own homes, in their relationships, and in
their community. Intimate partner violence and sexual violence are endemic problems. Up until now, regional data
were not available to guide planning and policy development or to evaluate the impact of prevention and intervention
services. This study provides the first definitive measures of intimate partner violence and sexual violence for the
Aleutian/Pribilof Island region. The survey was designed to establish a baseline for the Aleutian/Pribilof Island region.
Results can be used to support prevention and intervention efforts that reduce violence against women.

Methodology

A total of 120 adult women in the Aleutians West Census Area and the Aleutians East Borough participated in the
survey. Respondents were randomly selected by phone (using both land lines and cell phones) from April to June
2014 and from May to August 2015. Respondents were asked behaviorally specific questions about intimate partner
violence (both threats and physical violence). Intimate partners included romantic and sexual partners. Respondents
were also asked about sexual violence (both alcohol or drug involved sexual assault and forcible sexual assault).
These questions were not limited to intimate partners. Procedures were designed to maximize the safety and
confidentiality of all respondents. The survey was approved by multiple institutional review boards and was supported
by Unalaskans Against Sexual Assault and Family Violence (USAFV).
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Intimate Partner Violence and Sexual Violence in the Aleutian/Pribilof Island Region:
Key Results from the 2014-15 Alaska Victimization Surveys

Key Estimates

The following table shows the percentage and number of adult women in the Aleutian/Pribilof Island region who
experienced each form of violence. All estimates were weighted to control for selection, non-response, and coverage.

Estimates show that 44.8% of adult women in the Aleutian/Pribilof Island region (or 1,076) experienced sexual
violence, intimate partner violence, or both, in their lifetime.

Measures of Violence Lifetime
% \
Intimate partner violence (composite) 42.7% 1,028
Threats of physical violence 34.3% 826
Physical violence 42.7% 1,028
Sexual violence (composite) 24.3% 585
Alcohol or drug involved sexual assault 14.4% 345
Forcible sexual assault 16.6% 398
Any Violence (composite) 44.8% 1,076

Intimate Partner Violence Estimates:

The intimate partner violence composite includes both threats of physical violence and physical violence.

®  42.7% of adult women (or 1,028) experienced intimate partner violence in their lifetime, with:
0 34.3% (or 826) experiencing threats of physical violence, and
0 42.7% (or 1,028) experiencing physical violence.

Sexual Violence Estimates:

The sexual violence composite includes both alcohol or drug involved sexual assault and forcible sexual assault.

® 24.3% of adult women (or 585) experienced sexual violence in their lifetime, with:
0 14.4% (or 345) experiencing at least one alcohol or drug involved sexual assault, and
0 16.6% (or 398) experiencing at least one forcible sexual assault.

Important Limitations

The survey excluded non-English speaking women, women without phone access, and women not living in a
residence. Only 5% of the women in Aleutian/Pribilof Island region were surveyed. Estimates may be higher among
women excluded from the survey. Estimates may also be conservative because of the continuing stigma of reporting
victimization. This survey measured the number of victims, not the number of victimizations. In addition, not all forms
of intimate partner violence or sexual violence were measured. All of these limitations may vary across regions. As a
result, the validity of regional comparisons remains unknown.

For additional information on the Alaska Victimization Survey, please visit www.uaa.alaska.edu/justice/avs, or contact André Rosay
with the UAA College of Health (907-786-1821) or L. Diane Casto with the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (907-
465-5503). Unalaskans Against Sexual Assault and Family Violence (USAFV) provides a safe haven for victims of sexual assault
and family violence, and USAFV plays an active role in educating the public in how to recognize victimization and how to avoid
becoming a victim. Contact USAFV for crisis intervention, referrals, immediate safety, legal advocacy and support, education and
prevention programs. Their 24-hour crisis line is 907-581-1500 in Unalaska and 1-800-478-7238 throughout Alaska.
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