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3
Abstract

This thesis portrays Southeast Alaska fishermen’s ‘senses of place’ on the sea, 
elicited through interviews. The distinctiveness of a fishing culture, and the 
demands and opportunities of the occupation and environment, result in a 
relationship to place different from the majority society. Themes discussed 
include being at home on the sea, the environment as a basis for occupational 
choice, territorial flexibility, preference for wild nature, and wild nature produces 
exploitable surpluses. The variability of the environment affects patterns of 
learning, models of nature, and values in inter-personal interactions. 
Relationship to ‘place’ is found to be central to the culture, but as the area 
becomes identified by outsiders as “wilderness," national environmental 
organizations and others regard fishermen as ‘out of place’. Differences from 
modern Western society in relationship to ‘place’ and ‘nature’, highlighted by 
the Glacier Bay National Park case, are proposed to explain negative 
perceptions of these fisheries.
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Chapter 1 Introduction
9

Ethnographies, especially those dealing with a people’s relationship to the 
natural environment and ‘sense of place’, reveal contrasting ways of relating to 
space and contrasting concepts and values held by people about their place in 
their environment. This thesis deals with the relationship of a set of Southeast 
Alaska fishermen to their surrounding environment. It is based largely on a set 
of taped interviews and thus deals more with attitudes and values than with 
observed behavior and use patterns, although these enter into the discussion. 
Commercial fishermen in Southeast Alaska have a way of life that has many 
features in common with fishing cultures around the world. They also have 
characteristic ways of relating to the surrounding environment (to ’place’). The 
pursuit and capture of wild resources contributes to these special 
characteristics, as do the qualities of the seascape. The relationship of these 
fishermen to place and nature differs from that of the mainstream U.S. society, 
and from the agricultural legacy that informs and continues to be valued by that 
society. I will argue that this difference contributes to their fisheries being 
devalued and misunderstood by that society. This is particularly relevant 
because they work in the kind of natural area that has become a focus of 
mainstream nature ideology.

Anthropological studies have shown that hunter-gatherers and pastoralists - 
people who move about over an extensive terrestrial landscape, know it well 
and depend upon it, but do little to alter it and leave few monuments to their 
residence - have an important relationship to that extensive place. In a similar 
way, for maritime peoples the sea is the territory in which they move around, 
acquire knowledge, and exploit its resources. They may spend much of their 
lives on the sea, returning to the same locations year after year, but leave no 
marks, and acquire no property rights. But compared to terrestrial life ways, the 
relationship of maritime life patterns to their setting is not well recognized, both 
inside and outside of anthropology. In public discourse, recognition of human
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relationships to places on the sea is generally limited to economic and logistic 
relationships. Fishing areas are treated simpiy as locations where certain 
people extract an economic resource. The widespread doctrines of “the 
freedom of the seas” and the seas and fish as “common property resources" 
may contribute to this limited recognition of human ties to places on the sea.

Despite a body of anthropological literature devoted to fishing and some 
ethnographies of the navigational feats of Pacific Islanders, a terrestrial 
orientation has been observed in anthropology in general (Lofgren 1980). M. 
Estellie Smith states:

Maritime communities have been greatly neglected in the anthropological literature; even 
societies which depend on marine exploitation for a majority portion of their annual 
subsistence often have this focus noted only in a footnote - after which the author goes on 
to stress the land-based subsistence pattern [1977:2]

Metzloff and Lipuma comment that “those who wrote about Spain have, to 
paraphrase a Galician proverb, usually stood with their backs to the sea. From 
the outset, the center of attention has been agrarian Spain.. .  even in those 
communities where fishing is a dominant mode of production.. ." (1986:681). I 
suspect that a terrestrial bias also exists in the anthropology of Alaska, despite 
its huge coastline and many maritime-oriented peoples. Only a few studies 
deal with commercial fishing, an industry which constitutes one of the earliest 
and most enduring connections of coastal Alaska Native peoples to the cash 
economy (Langdon 1977, 1980, 1989; Wolfe 1984; Brakel 1997), which also 
employs many non-Native people. In addition, some Alaska Division of 
Subsistence papers, especially Wolfe (1984), describe the integration of 
commercial production of fish with subsistence production.

Commercial fishermen studied in many parts of the world are found to share 
many socio-cultural patterns and values, even when fishing subcultures are

10
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embedded within dissimilar larger societies (M. Smith 1977:8,12; Acheson 
1961). Chapter 2 provides a summary of characteristics common to fishing 
societies based on a review of the anthropological literature. The fishermen 
interviewed for the present study share many of those values and patterns.
Many of these fishermen look upon fishing not just as an occupation, but as a 

way of life.

When societies are classified on the basis of ecological relationships, fishing 

societies tend to be treated as anomalies.1 Anthropologists have classified 
them as a variant of peasant agriculture (cf. Faris 1977), as hunter-gatherers, as 
domestic commodity producers/petty capitalists (Sinclair 1984) and as small- 
scale industrial capitalists. Anderson’s and Wadell’s (1972) view is that 
fishermen are a special kind of hunter, but are hunters of today, in an 
occupation that involves industrial and entrepreneurial features. I would argue 
that fishermen differ from hunters in terms of the greater element of competition 
inherent in fishing. This competition arises from pursuing a common property 
resource not simply for household consumption, but to supply markets. M. 
Estellie Smith (1996) and others discuss changes in the characteristics of 
fishing wrought by greater industrialization, and Meltzoff and Lipuma (1986) 
argue effectively that commercial fishing deserves its own distinctive 
anthropological category. Poggie and Gersuny say “if we could derive the 
general model of human ecology for fishing cultures, there would be a heavy 
loading between environment and the other domains of the model, particularly 
technology, ideology and social organization “(1974:10).

In this study of the relationship to ‘place’ of a set of Southeast Alaska

1 For example. Bohannan (1963:212) describes five basic subsistence forms (hunting and 
gathering, herding, horticulture, agriculture and industry). Anderson and Wadel emphasize that 
fishermen essentially belong to the first category. Fishermen are hunters (and to some extent, 
gatherers), but they hunt a prey which does not occupy the same environment as the hunter 
(1972:153-4). This limits the means of location and capture as well as locomotion. Further, “the 
type of fishing toward which maritime exploiters are moving presents us with a subsistence style 
which departs from some anthropological classification of technology or adaptions.... [S]ome 
features of one technological ‘stage’ may still be present in others"(1972:154).

11
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fishermen,2 l consider how the fishing occupation and lifestyle structures 
‘place’. While I include some description of the towns and small fishing 
communities, the focus is on the relationship of people to areas away from 
towns. Being away from towns is not only essential to the economic activity of 
fishing, but, as the data show, central to the choice and appreciation of this 
occupation. Thus the relationship to ‘place’ is also described as a relationship 
to ‘nature’. These particular fisheries are conducted in a marine and coastal 
setting which, except for the removal of fish, still appears largely unmodified by 

the works of humans.3 In this instance, to focus on the sense of place, on what 
Rodman calls “the physical, emotional, and experiential realities places hold for 
their inhabitants” (1992:641), is not an exercise in examining a peripheral 
aspect of culture; rather, it is an aspect central to that culture. The fishermen 
focus intently on the environment around them in order to find and catch fish, 
navigate, and avoid costly or dangerous mistakes. They are particularly 
attentive to changes in the environment, and their interest and habits of 
observation extend well beyond the practical requirements of fishing.
Repeatedly in the interviews people remarked that they value the opportunity to 
spend a substantial part of their lives in this natural setting and gave that as an 
important reason why they chose and remain in their occupation.

But the fishermen’s relationship to parts of this place is currently contested. The 
National Park Service (NPS) has proposed to bar them from fishing in some of 
the marine waters under the jurisdiction of Glacier Bay National Park (details 
supplied in Chapter 3). Park jurisdiction includes not only 65-mile-long Glacier 
Bay, but also a portion of Icy Strait and Cross Sound. Jurisdiction also extends 
three nautical miles out into the North Pacific for approximately 75 miles 
northwest along the coast. Termination of fishing in Glacier Bay itself (with the 
outer waters question reevaluated in 15 years) is supported by major national 
environmental organizations, although - with one exception - not by

2 The term “fisherman” is used throughout this paper for both male and female persons, in accord 
with common usage.
3 Since 1980, however, clearcut logging has affected substantial portions of eastern Icy Strait.

12
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«

environmental organizations in the region 4 When informed of this issue, park 
visitors often concur in considering fishermen 'out of place' there.

Closure of areas, usually specific to species or seasons, is a standard tool of 
fisheries regulation. Park waters closures would differ somewhat due to scale 
and permanence, but also because they would be based on ideological rather 
than on biological or legal considerations^ Commercial fishing has been 
pursued in Glacier Bay and other waters of the Park since at least the turn of the 
century (Moser 1899;1902). Fish stocks in Park waters appear to be in 
generally good condition, although some advocates for closures assume that 
the stocks are in trouble. Ongoing biological studies in Park waters could 
conclude that there is evidence that fish stocks have been depleted, or that 
habitat has been damaged, but these studies have not done so to date. 
Fishermen argue that the fisheries are well-managed and sustainable, an 
argument irrelevant in some quarters because “sustainability” is not a “park 
value." In the mid 1990s, some years into the controversy, the idea of “marine 
reserves” surfaced and the biological benefits of reserves put forth as a 

theoretical basis for closing Park waters to commercial fishing.6 Commercial 
fishing boats constitute a minority of motorized vessel traffic in the Bay. 
Interestingly, charter boat sport fishing operations in Glacier Bay, some of them 
part of the Park concessionaire business, are not a source of concern to 
organizations favoring removal of commercial fishing.

4 The exception is Friends of Glacier Bay. a partly non-local organization, many of whose members 
are former Park employees. Friends has taken various positions on the issue, mostly restrictive of 
fishing. The influential regional coalition, the Southeast Alaska Conservation Council (SEACC), 
supported continued fishing in Park waters while attempting to facilitate a compromise between 
the fishermen on the one hand and the Park Service and national conservation organizations on 
the other (Thompson 1998, Fry 1998). This position was taken at some cost to SEACC's 
relationships with national conservation organizations (Catton 1995:305).
5 A federal court decided that closure of legislatively-designated Wilderness waters is required by 
law, but the proposed closures would extend well beyond the designated Wilderness areas.
6 in an interagency meeting to discuss marine reserves, Jim Taggart, chief fisheries scientist for 
Glacier Bay National Park, said ‘We are backing into the marine reserve concept because [we] 
want to close [the] Park for political reasons" (Proceedings of the interagency Meeting 1996).

13
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The Park fishing controversy provides a backdrop to the hypothesis developed 
here: namely, that differences in how fishermen and the dominant society relate 
to 'place' and nature lead to devaluation of fishing by mainstream society. 
Although this is not a case study of the Park issue, references to it are frequent 
because the controversy provides a context in which differences in views about 
parks, natural areas, wilderness, and commercial fishing become manifest. By 
observing the unfolding of that conflict, as well as through social contacts from 
my living and working situation, and through reading, I became aware of 
mainstream views of fishing that contrast greatly with those of the fishermen. 
These include a remarkable amount of misinformation about the fisheries, 
misinformation that would tend to increase the negative way in which the 
fisheries are viewed.

The fishing issue provided a reason for the Park Service to sponsor a study of 
the affected fisheries and fishermen, in addition to the extensive marine 
biological studies being conducted by the National Biological Survey. I 
participated in the study by conducting interivews of 55 fishermen in five 
communities. Information from these interviews was incorporated in a report to 
the NPS, and, with permission from NPS and from the interviewees, these 
interviews form the basis of this thesis. The analyses presented in this thesis 
are my own and do not necessarily represent the views of the National Park 
Service. The interview questions were not directed toward the use I make of 
them here; fishermen were not specifically asked what they thought about their 
relationship to the environment in which they live and work. Rather, they were 
asked about their fishing history, why they like or dislike fishing, and why it is 
important to them. They were also asked about their concerns regarding 
fisheries management and habitat, and about social and logistical aspects of 
fishing. They were asked about Park waters • about special characteristics of 
those waters, and about where they fished. But in their answers to these 
questions, the importance of their relationship to place became strikingly 
evident. At the same time, they do not have elaborate, politically-tinged

14
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15
constructs of ‘place’ such as are found where constructs of ‘place’ are 
consciously used to lay claims, and to justify and legitimate a particular 
association of people and area.

Tlingit voices are under-represented in this thesis due to the division of labor 
among interviewers, but Tlingit and Haida fishermen have been a major part of 
the region's commercial fisheries since their inception. Tlingit fishermen’s 
sense of place has greater time depth than that of non-Tlingits, and has 
dimensions specific to Tlingit culture. The traditional Tlingit cultural relationship 
to ‘place’ is discussed briefly in Chapter 2, and the importance of commercial 
fishing in 20th century Tlingit life is discussed in a section Chapter 3.

This thesis then, attempts to answer two sets of questions. The first set of 
questions center around the fishermen and their sense of ‘place’. Is there a 
maritime ‘sense of place’ among these people, and if so, how important is it to 
individuals and to the local fishing culture? What are some of the distinctive 
characteristics of the fishermen’s relationship to place? Can a relationship to 
place acquired through fishing partially override other cultural differences? The 
second set of questions has to do with people who are not familiar with the 
fishing way of life. How do their views, especially views informed by what is 
described here as wilderness-centered nature ideology, contrast with the 
fishermen's relationship to ‘place’? Why do people coming from this 
perspective find fishermen's relationship to this ‘place’ disturbing and 
unacceptable?

Based on the premise that commercial fishing as a life way involves a distinctive 
ecological relationship and has characteristic socio-culturai values and 
patterns, I propose that the way fishermen relate to and conceptualize the 
natural world in which they work and, to a certain extent, live is likely to be 
distinctive and in some ways different from that of their compatriots in the larger 
society. Fishing is a capitalist enterprise [even though it lacks one element of
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capitalism, the ownership of the basic productive resource (Faris 1977)] that 
uses modem equipment, but at the same time involves elements of hunting, and 
of moving about over a wide area of undomesticated nature where there are no 
property rights. Further, those engaged in fishing must respond to the special 
demands and qualities of the sea. These factors make differences in 
fishermen’s relationship to ‘place’ from that of the larger society a particularly 
interesting question. Yet one expects these differences to be limited by the fact 
that these people also participate in the larger society. These fishermen come 
from several cultural backgrounds: there are Tlingits whose origin is in this area 
and who grew up participating in the fishing way of life, non-Native Americans 
who grew up in this area and also, in many cases, have participated in the 
commercial fishing way of life since childhood, and there are people who came 
to this region from other parts of the U.S. and other occupations, becoming 
commercial fishermen here as adults. Hence the question of whether a 
relationship to 'place' acquired through fishing partially overrides other cultural 
differences.

In connection with the second set of questions, addressing views of Euro- 
American society that conflict with the fishermen’s relationship to ‘place’, I 
suggest that agricultural relationships to nature are better understood and more 
positively valued - even sentimentalized to an extent by a culture harking back 

to agricultural roots7 - than are fishing, hunting and gathering, or nomadic 
pastoral relationships. I suggest that fishermen's difference both from 
agricultural societies and from most of modern Euro-Americans in their 
relationship to ‘place’ and ‘nature’ contributes to a negative evaluation of 
commercial fisheries in mainstream society. Further, Euro-American culture 
now tends to divide nature into “pristine,” “wild" nature, which is imbued with 
religious significance (R. Nash 1973; Aibanese 1990; Nelson 1997), and the 
rest of nature which is regarded in a more utilitarian light (Callicott 1994). For 
most Euro-Americans, the complex of ideas concerning wild nature is more an

7 For example, the presentation of small farms and livestock in children's books.

16
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ideology than a direct everyday experience of the wild. Conceptions of the 
appropriate relationship of humans to the category of wild nature are an 
important component of this ideological complex (Cronon 1396). Since the 
fishermen studied here work and partly live in an area of largely wild nature 
(both inside and outside the National Park), they may be viewed by the larger 
society as transgressing the appropriate categories of human relationships to 
“the wild."

Chapter 2 introduces the theoretical tools" and methodology used to answer the 
questions raised above. It reviews the anthropological literature on 'place', 
studies of the traditional Tlingit 'senses of place', and the anthropology of 
fishing. The treatment of the fishing occupational group as a subculture is 
discussed briefly. Structuralism is introduced as a framework for understanding 
the views of man’s relationship to nature referred to here as “nature ideology,” 
or “wilderness-centered nature ideology,” and findings of an earlier study of 
regional residents' attitudes are summarized. The chapter concludes by 
describing methods employed in the fishing interview project.

Chapter 3 describes the setting: the natural areas, the fisheries, communities, 
the growing tourist industry and the Glacier Bay National Park fishing issue.
The description of the fisheries includes fish stocks, fishing methods and 
regulations, the fishing society of this region, and fishing as part of 20th century 
Tlingit life.

Chapter 4, Fishermen’s Relationship to ‘Place’, describes the study group's 
relationship to ‘place’ and is based mostly on the interview data. It emphasizes 
ways this relationship to place differs from those of agriculturalists and of 
mainstream Western society.

Chapter 5 provides indications that these fisheries are viewed negatively by 
mainstream society and that fishermen are seen as ‘out of place’. The

17
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fishermen's sense of place is contrasted with those of agriculturists and 
mainstream society, and the perspective of structuraiism is employed in an 
explanation of why fishermen's relationship to this place could be disturbing to 
people whose perspectives derive from other Western nature ideologies.

Chapter 6, in conclusion, reviews themes of the fishermen’s maritime 
relationship to place and the over-all importance of place to the people 
involved, and considers how participation in this life-way could override some 
cultural variety among participants. It reviews the differences in nature 
ideologies that lead to a negative view of fisheries and to a perceived need to 
remove them from areas defined as "wilderness,n and suggests further research 
concerning this topic. It concludes with reasons for valuing the fishermen’s 
sense of place’.

18
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Chapter 2 Theoretical Perspectives and Methodology

This chapter begins with a discussion of anthropological theory related to 
‘place’, particularly as it applies to fishermen, and is followed by a discussion of 
two other cultural relationships to the same area: 1) traditional Tlingit ‘senses of 
place’ and 2) a cultural construction of this place associated with tourism, 
national environmental organizations, mainstream nature ideologies, and the 
ethos of national parks - a cultural orientation which I have termed “nature 
ideology." A summary of common features of fishing cultures is provided from 
the anthropological literature on fisheries. Findings from a 1980 study of 
Southeast Alaska residents are summarized because they provide independent 
corroboration of some aspects of the fishermen’s relationships to place. The 
chapter concludes with a discussion of the research methods, specifically, the 
interviews with fishermen.

A. Anthropological literature about ‘place’

Ecological anthropologists have considered the reciprocal effects between 
people, their cultures and the environment. Studies typically include 
investigations of the cultural ordering and use of space, differing conceptions of 
what constitutes resources, and ways in which cultural practices alter the 
environment. A newer and less developed genre is devoted to “place,”
“space," “landscape,” or “territory," as the authors variously label their subject. 
According to Eric Hirsch,

Landscape has received little overt anthropological treatment. In this respect landscape 
shares a similar status to the body in anthropology, that despite its ubiquity it has remained 
largely unprobiematized: the majority of researchers have in effect simply ‘bracketed’ it as a 
black box and set it aside. [1995:1]

Margaret Rodman (1992) contends that anthropologists hold two seemingly 
opposing views with regard to place: (1) place as an anthropological construct

19
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for “setting" or the localization of concepts and (2) as a socially constructed, 
spatiaiized experience. Nicholas Entrikin advocates a position interstitial to the 
two viewpoints, between the existential and naturalistic conceptions of place at 
“a point in between, a point that leads us into the vast realm of narrative forms. 
From this position we gain a view from both sides of the divide. We gain a 
sense both of being 'in a place’ and ‘at a location’ . . ’’ (1991:134). Although 
appreciating Entrikin's search for an intermediate position, Rodman questions 
narrative forms as a solution because they privilege verbal communication. 
“Places," she says, “come into being through praxis, not just through narratives” 
(1992:643). She suggests following geographers’ renewed interest in

reunifying location (i.e. the spatial distribution of socioeconomic activity such as trade 
networks), sense of place, (or attachment to place), and locale (the setting in which a 
particular social activity occurs, such as a church) to yield a more rounded understanding of 
places as culturally and socially constructed in practice. (1992:643)

In considering how the fishing occupation and lifestyle structures ‘place’, I 
examine relationship to ’place’ from both objective and subjective standpoints. 
Objective evidence is used to describe what Rodman calls location, the spatial 
distribution of fishing and other economic activity, settlement patterns, and 
human uses of and effects upon the landscape. On the other hand, ‘sense of 
place' is approached from subjective, experiential, and expressive standpoints, 
by using evidence of what people said in the interviews, what they didn’t say, 
what interests them, and what they found worth telling about the places where 
they fish. . ■

The narrative forms Entrikin advocates may be especially important in creating 
a ‘sense of place’ in a land- and seascape short on material human 
constructions. Yi-fu Tuan (1991), like Entrikin, advocates the importance of 
language in “the making of place,” and suggests that “A principal reason for the 
neglect of speech is that geographers and landscape historians (and, I believe, 
people in general) tend to see place almost exclusively as the result of the
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material transformation of nature"(1991:684). But in the case of the homelands 
of hunter-gatherers (somewhat analogous to the fishermen in their landscape’s 
lack of human transformations of nature) Tuan says:

Outsiders say 'nature," because the environment seems barely touched. Insiders see 
“homeplace" - an environment that is familiar to them, not because they have materially 
transformed it but because they have named it. It is their place - their world - through the 
casting of a linguistic net.

Almost any ethnographic report of a non-literate people includes accounts of their legends, 
myths, and rituals, and of the natural objects they identify and classify for a variety of reasons 
and purposes. These are treated, usually in separate sections, as custom, social institution, 
and knowledge (or ethnoscience). Rarely are they taken to be, as a geographer would, 
verbal and gestural efforts to construct and maintain place - to create a world that resonates 
to human needs and desires out of neutral environment. Ethnographic reports on the 
Australian Aborigines are an exception, for they almost always tell of how important places 
have come into being during what the Aborigines call the Dreamtime. [1991:6€6-87]

For people who do little to build or otherwise change the visible condition of the 
environment - people such as the commercial fishermen in this study or the 
Athabaskan hunters of eastern British Columbia studied by Hugh Brody (1981) - 
language may be one of the few mediums through which their relationship to 
place can be made manifest to outsiders.

To the extent that this study depends on interviews, it is important to note 
Erickson's caution that “the whole world of 'things to be expressed’ changes 
with the level of perspective. . .  and consequently the meaning of a thing, place 
or word must always be gathered" (1980:72). Unfortunately, after the initial 
interviews, I performed no follow-up interviews and had few other opportunities 
to listen to how the relationship to place was expressed in words, and thus to 
reassess the sense of place from alternative perspectives. However, I have 
listened to fishermen’s talk on non-research occasions, and most importantly, I 
received useful comments from four fishermen who reviewed parts of an earlier
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22
draft of this thesis.

Important as language may be in showing people's relationship to place, 
Rodman is correct in noting that places are not created just by language (and by 
material transformations of nature), but also by praxis. Thus this study, based 
mostly on interviews - on what people said - has obvious limitations and 
biases. Praxis is represented only as it was consciously recognized and 
reported in interviews.

Human ecology is treated as an essential component in this description of 
fishermen's relationship to place. Tuan pointed out that “People of different 
cultures differ in how they divide up their world, assign values to its parts, and 
measure them. Ways of dividing up space vary enormously in intricacy and 
sophistication, as do techniques of judging size and distance” (1977:34).
Bender adds vertical space and time to the cultural differences, both 
appropriate considerations for fishermen's seascapes :

People's landscapes will operate on very different spatial scales, whether horizontally across 
the surface of the world, or vertically - up to the heavens, down to the depths. They will 
operate on very different temporal scales, engaging with the past and with the future in 
many different ways. [Quoted in Gaffin (1996:223)]

Tuan (1977) contrasts the sophisticated spatial skills of the Eskimos of Arctic 
Canada with those of the Temne of Sierra Leone, a horticultural people who 
operate in a much more confined space than that of the Arctic and seldom face 
the task of orienting themselves in unfamiliar and inhospitable space. More like 
the Eskimos in this respect, the Puluwatans of the Pacific Islands navigate long 
distances on the ocean based on cultural conceptions of space. Andrew Smith 
(1992) argues that agricultural peoples conceive of their space and place as 
bounded and two-dimensional, while the African pastoral peoples he studied 
see little sense in boundaries and enclosures. He believes they conceive of 
territory in terms of loci, such as water holes and certain pastures, and have a
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one-dimensional view of space as loci connected by lines radiating from a 
central point. By following Eskimo hunters around, Lewis Binford (1983) 
learned that hunting and gathering peoples can range over far wider territories 
than archaeologists recognized, and that they use different locales for different 
purposes. He argued that archaeologists often erred in ascribing assemblages 
found in different locales to different cultures simply because they assumed a 
too sedentary relationship to place and space. This study of commercial 
fishermen examines people who resemble the Eskimos in having a connection 
to a large space without distinct boundaries. Although there is some description 
in this thesis of towns and small fishing communities, the focus is on the 
relationship of people to areas away from towns.

The 'cultural construction' of place
Cultural anthropologists who have specifically studied 'place' as their subject 
matter have tended to view it as a cultural construct. Cultural meaning is 
imputed to landscapes, and individual and community identity may be 
associated with landscapes. As Hirsch says, "Landscape thus emerges as a 
cultural process" (1995:5). Dennis Gaffin writes:

I .. conceptualize place as socially constructed,.. place as sets of spaces converted into 
meaningful locations through people’s ideas and expehences with them. Place is not 
simply a demarcated area, a physical setting, a subsistence niche, or a location for objects, 
but it is also an amalgam of social and cultural interactions and associations—  People 
embody places, places embody people. Geographic names and associations ground the 
past, the present, and the future. Physical, social, and philosophical knowledge and 
feelings bind to landmarks and places: Faeroese villagers are inseparable from place. 
[1996:2]

Rodman also uses a culturally constructed idea of 'place':

the people we study are constructing their own places... I have tried to show that 
Melanesian places can be as rich and polyphonous an expression as their voices. By joining 
multilocality to multivocality, we can look through’ these places, explore their links with 
others, consider why they are constructed as they are, see how piaces represent people,

23

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



and begin to understand how people embody places. [1992:652]
24

Thus, what cultural anthropologists usually mean when they talk about place is 
“culturalized space." Ingold, an ecological anthropologist, objects to this 
primary necessity of culturally constructing the world:

[the] Western ontology whose point of departure is that of a mind detached from the world 
and which has literally to formulate it • to build an intentional world in consciousness - prior to 
any attempt at engagement. The contrast, i repeat, is not between alternative views of the 

world: it is rather between two ways of apprehending it, only one of which (the Western) may 
be characterized as the construction of a view, that is, as a process of mental representation. 
As for the other, apprehending the world is not a matter of construction but of 

engagement, not of building but of dwelling, not of making a view of the world but of taking 
up a view in it. [1996 b:121]

Culture, Ingold says, “is a framework not for perceiving the world, but for 
interpreting it, to oneself and others. We do not have to interpret things in order 
to perceive them; and much of what we perceive, we fail to interpret, i.e. our 
knowledge of them remains tacit’ (1992:53). Part of Ingold’s intent is to 
dispense with the dualism that separate humans and culture from nature.
Human interactions with the natural world, he says, are of the same kind as 
human interactions with other humans.

Considering the meaning hunter-gatherer peoples find in landscapes, Ingold 
disagrees with anthropologists who view them as mapping those meanings 
onto the landscape, based on their cultural constructions, while the landscape, 
drained of all significance as a prelude to cultural construction, is “reduced to a 
vacuum to the plenum of culture. Thus Myers can write, of the Pintupi, that they 
have ‘truly culturalized space and made out of impersonal geography a home, a 
ngurra'” (1996:140). Rejecting this view, Ingold prefers to “ground human 
intention and action within the context of an ongoing and mutually constitutive 
engagement between people and their environments” (Ingold I996a:26). I
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agree. There are cultural constructions of the space the commercial fishermen 
inhabit, severai alternative ones in fact. But ethnographic descriptions of 
culturally-constructed places tend to sound quaint, spotty and incomplete. It is 
better to recognize that the environment has some unmediated direct effects, 
perceptual and otherwise, on the people who interact with it. The sea, in 
particular, is not completely hospitable to cultural construction. The interviews 
suggest that fishermen strive to discern how aspects of the natural world are 
charging through time and space. For them, perceiving new sensory 
information in terms of existing cultural constructions could even be an 
impediment to perceiving new or changing patterns.

The notion that much of our knowledge remains tacit leads into Robert 
Borofsky's distinction between two types of memory, explicit and implicit. 
Borofsky cites neuroscience research by Knowlton, Ramus and Squire: “One 
system stores in explicit memory the actual instances that are presented . .  .the 
other. .  .stores implicitly information that is abstracted about the stimuli. . .  in the 
form of rules” (in Borofsky 1994:340). Stored in implicit memory are not detailed 
perceptions of particular happenings, he says, but rather

abstracted principles that organize an array of perceptions together into seemingly coherent 
patterns. The focus is on the repeated associations of expenence rather than the variable 
ones. . .  And second, such patterns, because they are stored in implicit memory, are not 
readily verbalized or made conscious. [1994:341]

This suggests that if the implicit knowledge is about nature, then it can only be 
regarded as “culturally constructed” in the restricted sense that it is organized to 
some extent by such cultural conceptions as those dealing with spatial 
directions and species categorizations.

One consequence of the two different kinds of memory is that

There are serious problems in trying to objectively descnbe much of what other people
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know. We need to be cautious in assuming the implicitly known can be made explicit and 
especially, as Bloch emphasizes, that non linguistic knowledge/knowing can be framed, 
without distortion, in linguistic terms. [Borofsky 1994:342]

This has implications for the ‘sense of place', namely, that people who have 
interacted with an environment for a long time know much more about it than 
they can say, and certainly more than an anthropologist can say. This kind of 
knowing is an important part of the sense of place, and although it is only 
minimally represented in the fishing interviews, the data point to the existence of 
this kind of knowledge, as will be seen in the section examining how fishermen 
observe changes in nature and learn how to fish.

A maritime sense of place
The anthropology of fishing does not seem to deal specifically with the sense of 
place, and only a few examples in the anthropology of ‘place’ deal with partly 
maritime cultures. One is Gaffin's In Place: Spatial and Social Order in a 
Faeroe Islands Community (1996). Surprisingly, although the Faeroes are 370 
miles off the coast of Norway in the North Atlantic and commercial fishing has 
been part of the economy for nearly 200 years, Gaffin devotes only two 
paragraphs to places in the sea. He concludes that

Despite their current heavy reliance on commercial harvesting of the seas, it makes sense 
that the primary conceptual focus is on land rather than sea and that land is the major 
metaphor of community and geography. After all, knowledge and use of the sea are for 
support of the community based ashore. One can also count much more on the solidity, the 
terra firma, of the land, than on the temperament of the sea. Thus this book primarily 
focuses on landscape rather than seascape. [Gaffin 1996:217-18]

In this vein, although the frequent fog and rain must make accurate knowledge 
of location at sea a concern of mariners, the map provided (1996:5) shows 
place names for islands and communities, but no names for fjords, sounds, 
bays and passages. It is tempting to think this is the product of a land-oriented
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anthropologist in a maritime place, but it is difficult to cast a final verdict.
Perhaps the hearts and minds of the Faeroe Islanders realiy are ashore.

A more maritime orientation is described in another study of the ‘sense of place’ 
in Southeast Alaska,Tom Thornton’s recently completed Place and Being 
Among the Tlingit (1995). His emphasis is on what is specifically Tlingit, but he 
describes a maritime orientation. Among Tlingit place names for geographic 
features, “major waterways dominate the name set' [waterways here include 
freshwater streams] (1995:161). Moreover, when Thornton’s chief informant 
Herman Kitka talks about places, “aquatic, riverine and shoreline features are 

emphasized over upland features....” (1995:322).a

An important aspect of a maritime sense of place is life on a boat. Poggie and 
Gersuny, anthropologists of fishing, mention that a feature of life on boats is the 
“continuous, basic instability, arising from the physical environment” (1974:8). 
The vestibular and kinesthetic senses were mentioned often in the fishing 
interviews. According to Christman, “slow, vertical movements and movements 
in several planes at once are most effective in producing motion sickness”
(1971:374). Adaptation to sustained stimulation occurs, so that people become 
accustomed to working in a moving environment, and seasickness becomes 
less pronounced and often disappears. But adaptation is by no means uniform 
among individuals. Anthropological and other descriptions of the ‘sense of 
place’ tend to focus on just a few senses, primarily the visual and aural. The 
priority of the visual sense in. modern Western culture has'been remarked 
(Howes 1991; Classen 1993; Little 1991), but Classen (1993) and Howes 
(1991), in spite of their expressed intent to broaden anthropologists' attention to 
different senses, only briefly mention kinesthetics, and omit the vestibular 
sense. But in Sensuous Geographies: body, sense and place, Rodaway talks 
about the role of more senses in the human experience of the environment,

8 In a radio interview of Thornton and Kitka, Kitka explained that there was a considerable complex 
of names associated with the difficult entrance to Lituya Bay, and if you knew the names, you 
would know how to navigate through the entrance.
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perhaps as many as ten senses including “the two body senses of balance (the 

vestibular sense) and kinesthesis’M (1994:28).9

Vocabulary for generalizing about a maritime sense of place is a problem 
because English language terms and metaphors for relationship to place refer 
to the land rather than to the sea. We speak of relationships to “the land,” to “the 
country,” and talk about “landscape," and of “belonging to the land,"
“rootedness in the land,” “putting down roots,” or simply “rootedness." The sea 
is sometimes employed as a metaphor for the lack of “roots,” or for feeling 
disconnected or confused: “being at sea.”

B. Other cultural constructions of the study area

‘Place’ in traditional Tlingit culture
This paper focuses primarily on the current fishermen’s sense of place and is 
mostly concerned with the conception in the latter half of the 20th century. But 
this sense of place supplanted and to some extent still overlaps the Tlingit 
cultural construction and experience of place. Although many of the fishermen 
in Southeast Alaska are Tlingit, the viewpoint of contemporary Tlingit fishermen 
is under-represented in this paper for reasons explained in the methods 
section, in Chapter 3 there is an attempt to partiaily fill this gap by describing 
the importance of commercial fishing in 20th century Tlingit life. Thornton (1995 
and 1997) describes the specific Tlingit relationship to ‘place’, which has 
dimensions that non-Tlingits do not share. Units of traditional Tlingit social 
structure are referenced to places, including marine places. Many places have 
meanings in terms of clan or house-group ownership and history, or in terms of 
spiritual power descending to people from Glacier Bay, Oundas Bay, Mt. 
Fairweather and other sites (Dauenhauer and Dauenhauer 1987, 1990) Areas

9 Awareness of body position, equilibrium, and movement in space arises from the two vestibular 
structures that lie within the inner ear. Much of the balance/equilibrium function is a result of vision 
and proprioceptive and kinesthetic impulses reaching the brain. Reflexive relationships between 
the vestibular apparatus and the positioning of the eyes have been well established (Christman 
1971).
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now within Glacier Bay National Park are regarded as food sources and 
spiritual homeland. Glacier Bay is particularly important as the homeland of 
some of the main Hoonah clans. A powerful traditional story tells how the 
advancing glaciers forced them out of their village in the Bay. A look at detailed 
place name maps Thornton prepared with the help of Tlingit elders suggests 
that a tremendous amount of information and “relatedness" has been lost in 
replacing Tlingit names with fewer names, mostly names of European 
explorers, scientists, and distant government officials.

Euro-American nature ideology and ‘‘wilderness"
The co-occurrence of still other cultural constructions of the same place are 
recognized in this thesis. One of those constructions is purely economic, as 
described in Chapter 1. Another cultural construction - one that regards the 
fishermen as ‘out of place' particularly in the waters of the Park and to some 
extent beyond Park boundaries - is associated with tourism, national 
conservation organizations, the American ethos of national parks, and Western 
nature ideologies. The discussion here and in Chapter 5 is based on the 
writings of environmental and intellectual historians, and the theoretical 
framework of structuralist anthropology.

William Cronon (1996) points out that beginning initially with elites in the 19th 
century, the cultural concept of uwildemessn became loaded with some of the 
deepest core values of American culture: it became sacred. The religious 
character of this orientation tends to go unrecognized, “Thus wilderness serves 
as the unexamined foundation on which so many of the quasi-religious values 
of modern environmentalism rest" (1996:80). Cronon is critical of this 
orientation because it diverts attention from the rest of the environment. Nash 
(1973) and Hendee, Stankey and Lucas (1990) describe the rising political 
significance of the American wilderness ideal and the pressures exerted on 
natural areas by the increasing popularity of wilderness visits.
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For the discussion in Chapter 5 of how this ideology leads to negative views of 
fishing, Levi-Strauss’ structuralism, as interpreted by Mary Douglas and 
Edmond Leach, seems especially relevant. They argued that humans make 
sense of the world through binary oppositions. Category A is opposed to 
category B, and by imposing such categories upon our world we make sense of 
it. Category B makes sense in terms of being “not A”; it cannot exist on its own, 
but only in a structured relationship to A. An anomaly that does not fit the 
categories of the binary opposition but straddles them has too much meaning 
and is too confusing. An anomalous category needs to be controlled, usually by 
designating it as either sacred or profane. "Boundaries of social space” Leach 
stated, . .  are involved in the various human contrivances by which we 
distinguish domesticated areas from wild areas, town from country, sacred 
precincts from secular dwellings, and so on" (1976:35). Further, “There is 
always some ambiguity about just where the edge of Category A turns into the 
edge of Category not-A" (1976:35).

The more sharply we define our boundaries, the more conscious we become of the dirt that 
has ambiguously got into the wrong side of the frontier. Boundaries become dirty by 
definition and we devote a great deal of effort to keeping them clean, just so that we can
preserve confidence in our category system__ Individuals move in and out across the
threshold, but it is essential for our moral security that this should not lead to confusion 
about the difference between the inside and the outside. There must be a physical 
discontinuity, clean and portentous [Leach 1976:61].

According to Mary Douglas, “All margins are dangerous. If they are pulled this 
way or that the shape of fundamental experience is altered. Any structure of 
ideas is vulnerable at its margins (1970:145).” Concepts of taboo and pollution 
are ways of dealing with ambiguity and anomalies: “...our pollution behavior is 
the reaction which condemns any object or idea likely to confuse or contradict 
cherished classifications” (1970:48). Further, she writes:

Pollution powers.. .inhere in the structure of ideas.. .[and] punish a symbolic breaking of 
that which should be joined or joining of that which should be separate. It follows from this
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that pollution is a type of danger which is not likely to occur except where the lines of
structure, cosmic or social, are clearly defined [1970:136].

“Moral situations are not easy to define" (1970:161), Douglas states, but 
“Pollution rules by contrast with moral rules are unequivocal.” Since polluting 
actions can endanger others besides the offender, “The polluter becomes a 
doubly wicked object of reprobation, first because he crossed the line and 
second because he endangered others" (1970:161).

The use of this theoretical framework in Chapter 5 to understand the 
wilderness-centered ideology and its conflict with fishing requires some 
justification, since a different theoretical framework, based on ecological 
perspectives and ‘practice’ theory, is used to explain fishermen’s occupational 
culture and their relationship to nature and to ’place’ (see below).
Structuralism has been criticized for its inability to deal with history, with 
change, and for its poor fit with what people actually do in the practices and 
choices of real life. On the other hand, Bourdieu, the theorist of ‘practice’ and 
‘habitus,’ calls upon structuralism as a valuable step in socio-cultural analysis. I 
would argue that the mainstream ideology centered around “wilderness” exists 
in contexts where it remains relatively separate from the practices of real life 
and thus is not subject to the continual modification and reinterpretation caused 
by the everyday process of making a living or a life within nature. In that 
protected setting, tendencies for our minds and cultures to operate as Levi- 
Strauss says they do might appear more clearly, unaltered by the practice of 
daily living and it’s many strategic choices. But most of all I have used 
structuralism because it seems to fit well and to clarify many seeming 
inconsistencies.

But “authoritative discourses" such as that of mainstream nature ideology, (or 
the fishermen's nature ideology, for that matter), do not exist in a vacuum. 
Considering ideologies as systematic forms of socially constituted knowledge,

31

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Talal Asad argues that there are “specific political economic conditions which 
make certain rhetorical forms objectively possible, and authoritative."
(1879:616). But he also states:

[this] does not necessarily imply that the ideologies are simply effects or reflections of those 
conditions. Thus if we say that the domains of systematic discourse within which specific 
knowledges are produced, tested and communicated, are dependent on specific 
institutional conditions and relations, this does not require any commitment to the view that
the knowledges reflect those institutional conditions If we say that particular modes of
systematic discourse can be and are used for furthering particular class interests, this does 
not imply that all such modes of discourse are essentially nothing but an 'expression' of the 
positions that are supposed to define those interests [1979:619].

Thus the relevance of objective political and economic circumstances will be 
acknowledged in the conclusions to this thesis, although no analysis of those 
circumstances is attempted.

C. Anthropology of fishing

In his Annual Review of Anthropology article “Anthropology of Fishing"
Acheson suggests that for its participants, fishing tends to pose similar 
problems, and given the special circumstances, “It is not surprising that fishing 
selects for different psychological characteristics than land-based occupations 
in the same culture....” (1981:275,277). Competition is exacerbated by the free- 
access nature of many fisheries.™ Fishermen cannot own the basic productive 

resource, the fish. 11 The occupation is risky in terms of physical dangers, and 
fishermen work long hours on crowded boats, often in an all-male environment.

One consistent feature is the shares system. According to Acheson, “fishing
10 Anthropologists have argued that in fact local systems of sea tenure often exist although rarely 
codified into taw (e.g. Cordell 1989; Berkes 1985).
11 This situation has been partly altered in certain fisheries by the recent imposition of Individual 
Fisherman Quotas.

32

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



crews are organized to spread the risk of fishing. Fishermen are rarely paid a 
flat fee or wage; they are ordinarily paid a portion of the catch. This is true in 
virtually every area of the world...." and this system “effectively increases the 
motivation of the crew by making them partners and reduces the risk for boat 
owners.. . ” (1981:278). Share systems vary, but “In virtually all societies shares 
are allocated to both labor and capital" (1981:278). One effect of this system is 
that crewmen search out the best captains, exacerbating competition among 
captains and contributing to crew instability. Boat owners and investors do not 
receive full returns on their investments because part of the increase in catch 
goes to the crew.

Acheson says “relationships among crew members on fishing boats are 
remarkably egalitarian, from Europe and Latin America to Asia," although “All 
fishing vessels have captains or skippers because the need to coordinate 
activities and make definite decisions is ever present’ (1981:278). Several 
hypotheses have been offered to account for the egalitarian emphasis. One 
pertains to the limits on fishing boat owners' ability to accumulate capital due to 
their inability to own the fish (Faris 1977), while another pertains to the shares 
system. Acheson quotes Norr and Norr and Pollnac, who find the share system 
directly related to the risks, arguing “the need for coordination of fishing crews to 
avoid disaster and increase fishing effectiveness increases the importance of 
each worker. In addition, fishing entails higher risk of equipment loss, which 
increases economic mobility among fishermen and reduces social distance 
between fishing boat owners and crew” (1981:279). The highly variable 
fortunes of fishing can also result in rapid changes in individual incomes.

Andersen (1980) finds that a crew is “a group of co-adventurers," not wage- 
earners. Gatewood, from his experience with Southeast Alaska salmon 
seining, gave three meanings of “good crew," each of which can exist 
independently of the others: 1) ability to catch a lot of fish; 2) good work 
efficiency and work quality - fast sets, smooth, estheticaily pleasing gear piles,
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handles problems well; 3) congeniality of the personalities (1979:128). Crews 
usually exhibit great flexibility and variation in recruitment patterns and involve 
both kin and non-kin (Acheson 1981:279). Because people on a fishing vessel 
live together in a small space and must work well together for safety and 
effectiveness, it is important for them to be compatible, a goal most likely to be 
achieved with flexible recruitment procedures.

The extent to which fishing calls for such patterns is shown by McGoodwin's 
(1980a, 1980b) example of crews from the town of Teacapan, Mexico. The 
town itself has an atomistic peasant society involving widespread invidiousness 
and suspicion, even among kin, which he says is typical of peasant societies 
that have become proletariat (1980a). But in the context of the local small-boat 
shark fishery he found a high degree of cooperation and gregariousness which 
contrasted with social relations in Teacapan, as well as with relations among 
crewmen when in town. Cooperation not only existed among fellow crewmen, 
but also in certain inter-crew circumstances, among competitors. It was also 
assumed that any vessel would respond to a distress signal from any other 
vessel, regardless of whether the afflicted vessel is from another town, a shrimp 
trawler from a distant urban port, or a “gringo yacht.” “This behavioral mandate, 
which has no equivalent in cases of personal misfortune or distress in the 
fishermen's town society, is an almost universal code among mariners, arising 
from the dangers of life and work at sea”(1980b:86).

The anthropology of fishing also shows that most fishing societies exhibit a 
strong sexual division of labor, and only the men fish (Acheson 1981:297).
There are many exceptions, however. In the fisheries that are the subject of this 
study, there are a few women captains. Some women also hire on as crew, or 
women fish with their mates and fathers. Children may also be on the boats.

In many fish markets of the world, prices fluctuate wildly. Acheson (1981:282) 
attributes this to the periodic and unpredictable availability of different species,
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and to the nature of the demand curves, which are often highly inelastic. 
Fishermen usually find it difficult to market their catches themselves, one reason 
why in most parts of the world they establish strong and long-lasting 
relationships with middlemen. Such relationships may also enable them to get 
financing, a situation that can tie them to a middleman who pays less than the 
going rate for fish.

Because of the importance of information about fish locations and abundance, 
fishermen engage in information guarding and also may participate in 
information sharing groups on the fishing grounds. Fishermen compete by 
adopting new and more effective gear, but Acheson notes that “Despite this fact, 
fishermen the world over are surprisingly conservative....” (1981:293) in 
adopting technical innovations.

Anthropologists suggest that good health, willingness to take risks, and the 
ability to command the allegiance of a crew are necessary for success. 
Discussions of “the skipper effect’ point to the importance of the number of 
hours fished. For captain-boat owners particularly, fishing success is linked not 
only to the ability to catch fish, but also to the ability to handle money. Studies 
show that the ability to plan ahead and to defer rewards are predictors of fishing 
success (Acheson 1981:296). Pollnac, Gersuny and Poggie (1975) and 
Pollnac and Poggie (1978) found that in New England, Panama and Puerto 
Rico fishermen had a greater deferred gratification orientation compared to 
wage earners.

The psychological characteristics of fishermen are said to show remarkable 
cross-cultural similarities. Acheson holds “There is substantial evidence that 
fishermen in many societies are aggressive, courageous and independent,” 
and “a very large number of studies in widely separated cultures have 
mentioned the independent nature of fishermen” (1981:297,297). Poggie and 
Gersuny (1974) found substantial differences in values and motivations
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between fishermen and another occupational group in the same New England 
town matched for socioeconomic status, education, ethnic and age 
characteristics. Poggie and Gersuny found that the fishermen’s occupation was 
not simply considered a means to gaining money, concluding that

fishermen look upon their occupation and gain satisfaction from it in a much different way 
than do landbound workers. These ideational findings add further support to our 
contention that fishing is not simply an occupation, but a way of fife, having more influence 
on the feelings of individuals and being more pervasive in their lives than most landbound 

occupations [1974:66].

The fishing occupation tends to be passed along within families. The evidence 
suggests that fishermen typically have a fairly high commitment to their 
occupation. In the studies cited above, fishermen in New England and Panama 
gave similar reasons for liking their work. New Englanders cited independence, 
challenge, working outdoors, lack of regimentation, and income. Panamanians 
largely concurred, citing pleasure (the gaming aspect of fishing), income, and 
independence. However, there is evidence that reasons for liking or disliking 
fishing can vary sharply between fisheries. The work of Pollnac, Gersuny, and 
Poggie (1975) suggests that income may be relatively unimportant in the 
selection of, and commitment to, the occupation. Studies comparing smaller 
vessel, inshore fleets, with those in more industrial offshore fleets show that 
fishermen, especially those who are not captains, experience a decrease in 
sense of control and independence in the larger fleet, especially those who are 
not captains, and report considerably less satisfaction with the occupation, in 
her review of the literature on job satisfaction, Binkley found that trawl workers 
reported the greatest dissatisfaction with all aspects of their work (1995:75). In 
Newfoundland there are studies on the effect of government efforts to 
modernize the fisheries, which favored the large offshore fleets and made it 
difficult for the inshore fleets to survive. In the process, the government 
intervention ‘proletarianized’ a large number of men who had been 
independent fishermen and greatly reduced the economic contribution of
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women (Acheson 1981:306).

Treating an occupational group as a culture
The question of whether an occupational group can legitimately be considered 
an occupational subculture is left largely unexamined in this thesis. Since 
recruitment is via individual occupational choice (including decisions to stay 
within a family fishing tradition), many new recruits, dissatisfied participants, and 
occasional fishermen must be counted as only peripherally a part of this 
“culture.” But the distinctiveness of fishing societies generally, and of the 
Southeast Alaska one in particular, speak to the existence of a culture that 
could be said to have core and periphery as well as variants. Variants must 
exist even within the region. Consider that the regional industry includes 
fishermen who return at the end of the season to middle-class homes in the 
suburbs of Seattle, Tlingit fishermen who live in the predominantly Tlingit 
community of Hoonah, and residents of small predominantly non-Native fishing 
communities. Further, the study group is not intended to stand for all coastal 
fishing groups in Alaska. Bristol Bay fishing, for example, is clearly different, 
both for the local mostly Yupik participants and for those who go to Bristol Bay 
annually from other parts of Alaska and the US. There are suggestions that the 
fishing culture around Kodiak and Sand Point is also different (McAllister 1999, 
Stewart 1999, pers corns).

Bourdieu’s ideas about the generation of a common culture through ‘practice’ 
and the development of ‘habitus' suggest ways in which a group of originally 
diverse people could come to share a substantial amount of common culture. 
According to Jenkins, in Bourdieu’s view, the “conditionings associated with a 
particular class of conditions of existence produce habitus” (Jenkins 1992:79). 
“Practical belief is not a 'state of mind,’. . .  but rather a state of body," (Bourdieu 
1990:69) working through deep-rooted linguistic and muscular patterns. And 
“what is ‘learned by body' is not something that one has, like knowledge that 
can be brandished, but something that one is” (1990:73). There is a reciprocal,
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or dialectical relationship between habitus and the "objective conditions.” In 
Bourdieu’s work the “objective conditions” are especially those of the social 
situation, but for fishermen the natural environment seems a particularly salient 
part of the objective conditions. What Bourdieu calls ‘habitus' is a shared body 
of dispositions, classificatory categories and generative schemes that is the 
outcome of collective history, and in turn habitus produces more history, in 
accordance with schemes generated by that collective history (Jenkins 
1992:80). Bourdieu talked about the development of habitus as beginning in 
childhood, but many of these fishermen had no connection with fishing until 
they became adults. Still, the notion of a habitus developed through working, 
and in response to the somewhat unusual natural and socially constituted 
“objective conditions" of the fishing life, help explain the observation of 
anthropologists that the fishing occupation exerts a strong effect on social 
behavior and values.

A further question is, in what sense is the fishing culture described here simply 
the rural culture of the region, or perhaps northern “bush” culture? Although 
there are substantial overlaps, I would argue that this culture is different 
because of its particularly maritime and hunting aspects. But the hunting and 
common property resource aspects may lead to similarities with Native cultures 
involving hunting and trapping. For instance, some features of Scollon and 
Scollon’s (1981) description of Athabaskaris resemble this fishing culture.
They say Athabaskans offer and expect in return a high degree of respect for a 
person's individuality and right to independence and autonomy. Individual 
experience is considered essential to learning. An individual should have 
multiple competencies and adaptive flexibilities, and his or her knowledge 
needs to be integrated because unintegrated knowledge may prove useless 
under stressful conditions. The Scollons oppose this “bush consciousness” to 
“modern consciousness.” The latter involves an orientation to knowledge which 
assumes no individual can know everything, dependence on experts is 
assumed, and individual knowledge is developed in the indexing system, e.g.
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knowing how to access information. Among fishing peoples, too, an 
individual's right to make his or her own decisions is respected, individual 
experience is considered essential to learning, and one should be able to adapt 
flexibly to new situations, develop multiple competencies, and be ready to use 
ones knowledge in the midst of ongoing situations. The approach to knowledge 
that the Scollons call “modem consciousness" is somewhat less adequate to 
the requirements of fishing: e.g. simply knowing how to access sources of 
information (instead of having knowledge integrated in the individual) and 
depending heavily on experts.

D. Findings of the Alaska Public Survey

An earlier study of the attitudes and values of Southeast Alaska residents with 
regard to the region’s natural environment showed differences among 
occupational groups, in 1979 the Institute of Social and Economic Research 
(Alves 1980) conducted a survey for the U.S. Forest Service of ten percent of 
the households in the region. Hour-long interviews covered natural resource 
management topics, with emphasis on use of the Tongass National Forest. The 
same survey instrument was used in Southcentral and Interior Alaska.

Findings for the region as a whole showed 1) the “importance attached to and 
satisfaction derived from the region’s environmental setting overshadowed the 
economic opportunities the natural resource base provided”(111-19); and 2) a 
stronger attachment of residents to the region than was shown by Southcentral 
or Interior residents. Those employed in the fishing industry, a category which 
included fish processing workers, had distinctive attitudes toward natural 
resources. They “tend to see resource extraction uses of the forest as 
conflicting with maintenance of productivity of fish and wildlife habitat’ (111-19). 
Additionally, “Besides their dependence on fishing or fish processing for a 
livelihood, they are heavier users of forest trails and lands for sport fishing and 
hunting and less supportive of development that may threaten the recreational
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value of the Forest for fish and game” (111-20). Over 90% said they were 
negatively affected by Forest Service management of salmon streams 
(compared to 54% for all respondents) and “No one employed in the fishing 
industry thought there should be ‘more logging’" (111-21).

Some responses were reported by type of community: 1) large urban (Juneau, 
Sitka, Ketchikan); 2) medium-size towns (Wrangell, Petersburg, Haines, 
Skagway); 3) Native villages (most of those in the region); 4) selected logging 
camps (two); 5) selected small, predominantly white, subsistence communities 
(including Pelican, Gustavus, Tenakee, Pt. Baker/Port Protection, Meyers 
Chuck). Although not stated in the report, the economies of communities in the 
fifth category were based largely on fishing. Native village residents differed 
from the regional average in their more negative assessment of Forest Service 
management for fish and wildlife. Like Native communities, predominantly 
white subsistence communities’ primary use of the National Forest was for fish 
and wildlife habitat. “They were very critical of Forest Service logging” and 78% 
said they were affected by Forest Service management of salmon spawning 
streams. Only 8% rated management as “good;" 58% “poor” (III-27).

Median household income for the entire region was $25,100; for logging camps 
$26,300; for predominantly white subsistence communities $9,700 (Pelican was 
higher at $16,500). In this last set of communities, satisfaction with their 
communities was greatest despite low incomes and the low rating residents 
gave for availability of jobs, consumer goods, and services. “Residents of 
Native and white subsistence communities placed less importance on 
economic factors and more on environmental factors, especially good hunting 
and fishing” (Il-9).i2 in contrast, residents of logging camps were “very job 
oriented. They were there because they liked the money and the job.” In an 
attempt to quantify the social cost of having to leave the state, people were 
asked “If you could not work at your present job in Alaska, would you take

12 interestingly. Native village residents were the least satisfied with their communities.
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similar work in Oregon or Washington if the pay stayed the same?" (cost of 
living was then 40% !ess in Washington and Oregon, so this wouid mean an 
increase in real income). Region-wide, 50% said yes; in logging camps 83% 
said yes; in white subsistence communities only 6% said yes (11-15). These 
findings suggest that a strong ecological orientation and a considerable 
attachment to place exist among fishermen and fishing communities. The 
findings suggest further that this orientation / attachment is not reducible to 
economic considerations. These values appear again in the 1996 interviews to 
be discussed below.

E. Methods: the fishermen interviews

In 1996 I interviewed 55 commercial fisherm en^ and two fish processing plant 
administrators. All of these fishermen’s fishing ranges included waters of 
Glacier Bay National Park as well as waters outside the Park. The interviews 
were part of a larger project funded by the National Park Service to describe the 
history of commercial fisheries in Park waters, indicate the fisheries’ importance 

to local communities, and characterize the culture of the fisheries.!* Topics 
included people's fishing biographies, their boats, the areas they fish with 
particular attention to places within the Park, what they like and dislike about 
commercial fishing, the social and logistical context of fishing, their relationship 
to fisheries management agencies, and their concerns about management and 
habitat. The interview guide is reproduced in Appendix 1.’ Each interview was 
audio taped and lasted 1 to 2 1/2 hours. Interview notes were produced from 
the tapes, slightly abreviating some of what was said, while transcribing some 
statements verbatim. Interviewees were sent a copy of these written notes

13 Couples were sometimes interviewed. When both were significant participants in the interview, 
two interviewees are counted.
14 The project title is “Human Use and Behavior of Fishers in Glacier Bay," Stephen J. Langdon, 
Principal Investigator. The project has not yet been completed. Working title of the report is The 
History, Social Economy and Cultural Practice of Commercial Fishing in Glacier Bay National Park 
Waters.
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along with a letter and a self-addressed envelope asking them to inform me of 
any changes or corrections they wished to make. With one exception the 
corrections requested were minor, or none were requested.

Selection of fishermen to interview was opportunistic, but my intent was to 
interview people who had been fishing for a long time. Most captain their own 
boats but have also crewed on boats belonging to others. Thus crewmen who 
didn’t own boats and people who have only fished for a few years are under
represented. Lists of fishing permit holders were an important source of names, 
and suggestions from some of the fishermen pointed to particularly experienced 
people. Three of those interviewed were retired.

People were interviewed in Gustavus, Elfin Cove, Pelican, Sitka and Juneau. 
Residents of Hoonah, another Icy Strait community, were interviewed for the 
Park report by the project's principal investigator, anthropologist Stephen J. 
Langdon. Although I read his interviews and incorporated them in the Park 
Service report, we decided that only the interviews I conducted would be used 
directly in this paper; the other interviews would be used only in so far as they 
are represented in the Park report. This qualification produces a problem: 
Hoonah is a Tlingit community, so the omission of the Hoonah interviews 
resulted in under representing Tlingit fishermen in this study. The omission of 
residents of other communities in the region, and of non-resident fishermen, 
might also have biased the sample. This is particularly relevant since many 
fishermen live outside of A la s k a ^ .

Interviews were requested by phone or in encounters on the street or the docks. 
Only two from whom I requested interviews refused or avoided being 
interviewed. I was told that one of these individuals was tired of dealing with the

15 por example, in 1996, people who resided outside of Alaska held 22% of the power troll 
permits. 11 % of the hand troll permits, and 56% of Southeast Alaska salmon seine permits. None 
of the Tanner and king crab permits were held by non-residents (Alaska Commercial Fisheries 
Entry Commission 1997).
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Park Service on the question of closing Glacier Bay to fishing. The consent 
form signed by interviewees stated that their names would not be used. 
Interviews were conducted in a variety of places: in fishermen's homes, aboard 
their boats, in my hotel room in Sitka, in my home, and in a few restaurants. 
While doing the interviews I spent several days in each community in the late 
fall of 1996. I myself live in the community of Gustavus.

All the people whom I interviewed were aware of proposals to close Glacier Bay 
entirely or in part to commercial fishing. Most were also aware that the Park has 
jurisdiction over substantial waters outside of Glacier Bay proper, and that there 
is some potential that fishing in those waters could also be restricted. Although I 
did not ask, none of the interviewees appeared to be in favor of closing Park 
waters to fishing, and most volunteered their opinion on this issue during the 
course of the interview. But all were friendly and pleasant despite their concern 
about this potential. I explained that that although I was not employed by the 
Park Service, the Park Service was in fact paying me through the University of 
Alaska to conduct these interviews, and that the report would go to the Park 
Service. I had the impression that they regarded me as either neutral or 
friendly to the fishermen's evaluation of the situation. It is possible that many 
saw this as an opportunity to present a positive view of fishing and fishermen, 
thinking that this might have some small influence on Park Service decisions.

Author's qualifications and situatedness
Describing other people’s senses of place seems even more presumptuous 
than the average anthropological project. One disadvantage of basing this 
study on a set of interviews designed for other purposes is that the fishermen 
themselves were not given the opportunity to express what meaning they might 
give to “sense of place.” Therefore, it seems appropriate, and in keeping with 
current anthropological practice, to describe my personal situatedness and 
experience as background (or lack thereof) for this project.
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I have lived in various parts of the Southeast Alaska region and admit to a 
strong attachment to it. I have fished for only approximately six weeks, and only 
outside of the study area. Growing up, I spent several months each year 
traveling around the region by boat, and I have traveled extensively through it 
by kayak. I have taken many trips into Glacier Bay, which is one of several 
places where I guide kayak trips for tourists.16 l grew up in the fishing town of 
Petersburg, although not in a fishing family. One of my sons was a commercial 
fisherman. I worked in Juneau for approximately ten years with the Alaska 
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission, researching and planning entry 
limitations for fisheries. As part of that work I attended many Alaska Board of 
Fish meetings as well as other fisheries meetings.

F. Summary

Southeast Alaska fishermen’s sense of place is approached largely through 
narratives. This is partly because interviews form most of my available data 
base, and partly because the sea and surrounding land areas are marked by 
few material human alterations of the kind which, in much of the world, serve to 
demonstrate that an area is inhabited by a group of people. In the absence of 
material signs, people's connection to place is shown by their stories, their 
knowledge, and by their history of use. Ecological perspectives are 
incorporated because the ‘sense of place' is shaped by the special demands 
and opportunities of the setting and of the fishing occupation. Reviewing the 
theoretical literature on ‘sense of place,’ I argue that the notion of “culturally- 
constructed space" is too limited to describe fishermen’s senses of place 
because it fails to take into account the direct effects the surroundings have on 
people, and because I believe that perceptions of one’s environment need not 
necessarily be filtered through prior cultural conceptions. Further, an important

16 Except for misidentifying pleasure craft as fishing boats, people on my kayak trips were not 
sources for the misinformation and erroneous assumptions about fisheries listed in Chapter 5.
The locally-based guiding company has informed NPS that it does not oppose commercial fishing 
in Glacier Bay (Leghorn and Warner 1997).
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part of fishermen’s sense of their natural surroundings may be implicit 
knowledge, which is not readily verbalized and may be only minimally 
suseptible to cultural construction.

Anthropologists find that fishing peoples in diverse parts of the world share 
many characteristics in common, and that fishermen tend to have outlooks and 
social patterns somewhat different from those prevalent in the larger cultures in 
which fishing subcultures may be embedded. Recognizing that Southeast 
Alaska fishermen come from a variety of backgrounds, including non-fishing 
backgrounds, I suggest that Bourdieu’s "practice theory” provides an 
explanation of how they come to share a cultural outlook through the practice of 
fishing. An earlier survey of Southeast Alaska residents is cited as indicative of 
the somewhat unique perspective that local fishermen have on their natural 
surroundings.

A study of traditional Tlingit cultural senses of place in this region was described 
briefly. Another cultural conception of the same place, one associated with 
mainstream U.S. nature ideologies, is less based upon practical involvement 
with this environment and will examined more as an ideology. The ideology 
will be analyzed in terms of structuralist theory as interpreted by Mary Douglas 
and Edmund Leach.
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Chapter 3 The Setting: Geography, the Fisheries and 
Fishing Society, the Communities, Tourism, and the Park 
Waters Fishing issue

A. Geographical setting

The geographic setting of this study is the northwestern portion of the Southeast 
Alaska region and the adjacent Gulf of Alaska portion of the eastern North 
Pacific ocean, extending northwest as far as Yakutat. This area roughly 
encompasses the fishing ranges of most of the people interviewed, although 
some fish farther north and west. Because the complex geography of the region 
figures prominently in this thesis, it deserves some description. Southeast 
Alaska is a narrow strip of mountainous mainland and a 325-mile-long complex 
of large and small islands, the Alexander Archipelago, separated by straits and 
passages and indented by numerous fjords and bays. Islands and passages, 
collectively known as the “inside passage," provide relatively protected vessel 
navigation from Puget Sound in Washington State to Icy Strait and Glacier Bay 
at the northern end of Southeast Alaska. The unprotected Gulf of Alaska coast 
then commences at Cape Spencer and is referred to in this study as the outside 
coast, a term which includes the outside coast west of the Alexander 
Archipelago. As one travels northwest from Cape Spencer (“west of Spencer," 
as the fishermen say), there are at first several small rocky inlets (i.e. Graves 
Harbor, Astrolobe, etc.) and then long ocean beaches with only a couple of 
widely separated harbors, Utuya Bay and Yakutat Bay. The Southeast Alaska 
coasts are complex, with mountains rising steeply from the shore even on the 
islands. The mainland boundary of mountains to the east is capped by the 
largest glacier ice field in North America. Shores and lower mountain slopes of 
both the mainland and the islands are cloaked with a dense north-temperate 
rainforest dominated by hemlock and spruce trees, and interspersed with bogs 
and brushy avalanche slopes. Wind is the primary natural disturbance force 
affecting the forest; fire is an insignificant factor. Timber harvest is the primary
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source of man-induced disturbance. At elevations of around 2,500 feet, 
subalpine vegetation begins, and above that are alpine vegetation, rock, and 
(depending on mountain height) some year-round snow.

At the upper end of the inside passage, Glacier Bay extends inland to the north 
from Icy Strait. Glacier Bay is noted for the rapid retreat of ice, and for its 
remaining tide-water glaciers. In the last 250 years the recession of ice has 
opened up the 60-mile-long bay with its two major arms, and exposed many 
side bays and fjords. Successional revegetation of the land and recolonization 
by land animals has been accompanied by the rapid return of marine life, 
including marine mammals, creating a highly productive marine ecosystem. 
Paralleling the Gulf of Alaska’s coast on the west side of Glacier Bay, the 
glacier-covered Fairweather Range rises abruptly to heights of 15,000 feet. 
Glacier Bay and its environs, including the outside coast, constitute Glacier Bay 
National Park. The fishermen experience the several areas described above 
as three rather distinct areas: Glacier Bay, the complex forested island 
geography immediately to the south, and the open ocean coast to the west.

The climate of the study area is maritime, cool and wet. Precipitation of 100 or 
more inches per year is common, and in northern Southeast Alaska this 
includes substantial winter snow. A storm moves through the Gulf of Alaska 
every four or five days during the winter months. The Aleutian Low dominates 
the atmospheric circulation during fall, winter and early spring. During summer, 
storm activity abates and low-pressure cells are displaced by a high-pressure 
system called the North Pacific High (Shoonmaker, et. al. 1997:8,11). The 
rugged topography leads to considerable local variation in the prevalence of 
rain, fog, sun and wind. For example, fierce winter northerlies often blow out of 
Glacier Bay while in adjacent Icy Strait milder winds are blowing from another 
direction. The Gulf of Alaska is known for its storm systems and large “rogue" 
waves.
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These latitudes have some of earth’s higher tidal ranges. In the straits and 
passes, tide ranges sometimes exceed 22 feet, although on the outside ocean 
coast 13 feet is a large tide. Large tidal swings result in complex current 
phenomena, especially in the inside passes. Unlike river currents, tidal currents 
change velocity hourly and reverse direction approximately every six hours. 
Magnitudes of tides also change, with some sets occurring at three times the 
size of others. On the complex coastline, these tides create a large intertidal 
zone which enhances the biological productivity of both land and sea.

The majority of land in the icy Strait/ Glacier Bay area falls under the jurisdiction 
of the National Park Service, the U.S. Forest Service (Tongass National Forest), 
or belongs to two Native corporations set up under the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act. The area’s most widespread form of development and 
landscape alteration is clearcut logging on National Forest and Native 
corporation lands in eastern Icy Strait, most of which has occurred since 1980. 
Logging is most prominent on Chichagof Island, which forms the southern shore 
of Icy Strait. Logging roads now wind through recently roadless areas.
Gustavus has a 10-mile road to the Park headquarters, but neither Elfin Cove 
nor Pelican has roads, and none of the communities are connected to others by 
road. Boats and small planes, including seaplanes, are the usual means of 
travel.

B. The fisheries

Fish stocks
A world map of ocean productivity shows marine biota increasing toward the 
poles. The northern Gulf of Alaska is among the world’s most productive zones, 
and the setting of this study, just slightly to the south, is rich in sea life. With 
some exceptions, most of the fish stocks pursued by the coastal fisheries 
described here appear to be in good condition. Salmon runs, depleted by the 
fisheries practices of the first half of the century, have recovered from low points

48

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



in the 1970s, to yield record catches in the last decade. The exception is king 
salmon. The majority of kings, or Chinooks, that migrate and feed along this 
coast spawn in Washington, Oregon and British Columbia. In those locations 
their numbers have been reduced by dams on large rivers, other sources of 
habitat degradation, fishing and ocean regime shifts. The majority of Southeast 
Alaska salmon are wild, but some originate in hatcheries funded by a tax on 
fishermen, or in privately-owned hatcheries.

The International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC), which manages North 
Pacific halibut in U.S. and Canadian waters under a 1924 international treaty, 
reported that halibut stocks are currently among the highest in memory, in a 
cycle which is expected to decline again (Associated Press 1998). Sablefish 
stocks, referred to here as black cod, have declined in the offshore area over 
the last four years, but increased recently in Chatham Strait (Alaska Fisheries 
Report 1999). The situation with the Dungeness, Tanner and king crab is less 
encouraging: the small king crab stocks declined in the 1980s, possibly due in 
part to excessive guideline harvest levels in the past. Dungeness crab stocks, 
subject to recent heavy fishing effort, are declining in inside waters and 
depressed on the outside coast and in some Icy Strait bays. In some of these 
places Dungeness stocks are affected by resurging populations of once nearly 
extinct sea otters, a keystone species which substantially depresses prey 
species when a population front advances into new areas. Minor fisheries in 
the area include Pacific cod, ling cod, rockfish, herring and shrimp.

Fisheries management by the IPHC and the State of Alaska involves input by 
fishermen and other interested parties through the IPHC Conference Board, the 
Alaska Board of Fish, and the Fish and Game Advisory Committee system. 
Management of halibut by the IPHC and of salmon by the State of Alaska are 
regarded as examples of successful fisheries management. However, recent 
developments in oceanographic studies indicate that fish stock increases in the 
Gulf of Alaska are likely attributable not only to fisheries management but also
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to favorable ocean regime shifts. The Pacific Decadal Oscillation, believed to 
be significant to halibut, salmon and other fish, is in theory coming to the end of 
one of its 20 - 30 year phases and is soon expected to shift to a phase that will 
be less favorable to this region (Hare 1998).

Gear types and fishing methods
Gear employed in the fisheries which are included in this study are troll and 

seine gear for salmon, 1f  longline gear used for both halibut and black cod 
(sablefish), and crab pots of various configurations for the three crab species. 
Salmon trolling is a hook-and-line fishery. It involves two or four long poles, 
upright when not fishing and hung out to either side of the boat as large fishing 
poles while in use. Wire lines have a number of leaders attached, each bearing 
a hook. In summer coho season, a boat may have 40 to 48 hooks in the water. 
“Cannon bail" weights are attached to the ends of the lines, and lines are pulled 
up with power gurdies. Most boats fishing this type of gear average 30 to 45 
feet in length. Many are old wooden boats built as long ago as the 1920s, while 
others are fiberglass, steel or aluminum. Most carry ice to keep the fish cool, 
but a few larger boats are freezer-equipped. These fishermen have Alaska 
“power troll" limited entry permits. Holders of “hand troll” limited entry permits 
must crank their lines up with hand gurdies, and some use sport-fishing poles. 
Their boats are on average smaller than power trollers.

Salmon seine boats are typically “Alaska limit seiners,” and approach the 58 
feet vessel length limit. Seine nets are deployed with the aid of a sturdy diesel- 
powered skiff. The seines, up to a quarter mile in length, with one edge held at 
the water's surface by a line of floats and the other held down by lead weights, 
are typically deployed in something like a “J” configuration. After holding thus 
for perhaps 25 minutes, they are closed up so that both ends are aboard the 
larger boat. A “purse line” running freely through rings at the bottom of the net

17 Drift gillnet gear is also used for salmon in Southeast Alaska, but not in the area that is the 
primary focus of this study. Only one of the interviewed fishermen includes gillnetting in his round 
of fisheries.
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is pulled in by a power block to purse up the bottom of the net. The fish are 
concentrated at one end and then either hauled aboard in the net, or, if too 
many, brailed into the boat with a large dipnet. Although there is a classic seine 
boat style, many variations exist, and hulls are of wood, fiberglass or steel. 
Salmon seining is a summer fishery. Seining occurs only in the eastern edge of 
the Park waters at Excursion Inlet, but is practiced extensively further south in 
the region. Some fishermen whom I interviewed had crewed on seine boats, 
but most seine captains were interviewed for the Park project by another 
anthropologist; their interviews are used here only as they appear in the Park 
study.

Longline gear for halibut and black cod is deployed on the ocean floor. Gear 
consists of a “groundiine," typically 100 fathoms long, to which short lines, one 
to several feet long, are attached at intervals, each terminating with a baited 
hook. At each end, the groundiine is anchored and a line with a float is 
attached to it, ensuring that the string of gear, or “skate," can be relocated and 
hauled up. The number of skates each boat fishes is an individual decision 
depending on vessel size, cost and time considerations, and the amount of 
“quota" a fisherman has under the new regulatory regime. Black cod are fished 
for in deep water, typically 200 to 600 fathoms. In the inside waters only 
Chatham Strait is deep enough. Offshore, black cod are found from about 
seven to 40 miles out. Because of rougher waters, black cod in the open ocean 
are rarely fished by boats of less than 45 feet. The fleet pursuing halibut is far 
more varied, from the rare skiff using a few skates to 80 foot boats. Salmon 
seine boats and power troller boats are also used to catch halibut and, less 
commonly, black cod. A few large wooden longline boats, traditional “halibut 
schooners" with the cabin aft, built as early as the 1920s, are still seen. Under 
a new regulatory regime, longline fishing continues from spring until late fall, 
although many participants switch to salmon fishing in the summer.

Tanner and king crab pot fisheries are generally undertaken by the same boats,
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ranging from 58-foot “limit seiners" to boats in the 80 foot range, many of which 
also fish for halibut and black cod. Tanner and king crab are winter fisheries, 
often conducted in severe weather, and steel boats are preferred because of 
icing conditions. A minor small-boat ring-net fishery for Tanner crab attracts a 
few salmon trollers and Dungeness crab fishermen. Dungeness fishing is 
conducted in summer and fall by smaller boats from under 20 feet to “limit 
seiner" size. It is an inshore fishery, conducted in what are usually fairly calm 
waters. Tanner crab pots (traps with iron frames and net coverings) weigh up to 
150 pounds, while Dungeness pots are 55 to 100 pounds. Power winches are 
used to raise the pots.

The boats, gear, and fishing methods described above have generally not 
changed a great deal in the last few decades. What has changed rapidly is 
electronic equipment for navigating, finding fish and relocating pot and longline 
gear.

Fisheries regulation
Regulatory regimes for the fisheries described above are complex and change 
yearly. They form an important part of the fishing “environment” to which 
fishermen must continually adapt. Efficiency-limiting regulations specify the 
amounts, dimensions and characteristics of allowable gear (length and depth of 
salmon seines, number of salmon trolling poles and number of crab pots per 
vessel or per permit). Areas are often closed to certain fisheries. Salmon 
fisheries, especially the net fisheries, are also subject to many in-season 
changes announced over the radio, including local area openings and closing 
times. Salmon is managed in-season by the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game (ADF&G) on the basis of estimates of abundance and the adequacy of 
spawning returns to streams. The major exception is king salmon because they 
spawn elsewhere. Since 1985 a cap on king salmon catches has been 
negotiated through the U.S.- Canada treaty (Pacific Salmon Treaty) or, in the 
absence of agreement, has been set by ADF&G based on estimates of
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abundance and estimated Alaska share. As a result of these limits, the Alaska 
salmon troll fishery has had to shift most of its effort from king to coho salmon. 
Trolling season closes sometime in September, but a winter king salmon fishery 
with a small total allowable catch currently opens Oct. 15. Prior to the mid 
1970s a seine fishery targeted salmon funneling from the open ocean into 
western Icy Strait. It was closed by regulation because fishing on mixed stocks 
of undetermined stream destinations was deemed a risk to sound biological 
management.

Halibut and black cod are managed on a quota basis. Halibut quotas are set 
annually by the International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC), and black cod 
quotas are set by the U.S. North Pacific Fisheries Management Council 
(NPFMC). Quotas are set for large areas. Halibut quota area 2C extends from 
the Canada/Alaska border to Cape Spencer at the northern end of the 
Southeast Alaska; Area 3A, with a separate quota, extends from there to 
western Kodiak Island. In the last several decades, ever increasing entrants 
into these fisheries have meant an ever shrinking time in which the quota was 
taken. Instead of seasons lasting several months, by the 1990s the IPHC was 
announcing two 24-hour openings in which the entire 2C and 3A halibut quotas 
would be taken. This caused many problems, so the NPFMC finally adopted 

programs commencing in 1995 that limited entry for both fisheries,^ a new 
arrangement called the Individual Fisherman Quota (IFQ) program. Permit 
holders received rights to catch proportions of the total annual quota for each 
area based on their history of fishing from 1984 (1985 for black cod) through 
1990. Quota shares can be bought and sold. Thus for the first time fishermen 
have something close to property rights in fish, a radical change in the nature of 
fishing. The IFQ system changed the way these two fisheries are conducted: 
quotas can now be taken any time between March 15 and Nov. 15.
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18 The international treaty under which the IPHC manages halibut does not provide for allocation 
decisions of this kind, so the NPFMC took on the responsibility of limiting entry into the halibut 
fishery.
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The crab fisheries are subject to State of Alaska limited entry programs like 
those for salmon. Dungeness crab was limited in the mid 1990s. Four classes 
of permits allow from 75 to 300 pots, depending on permit class. Dungeness 
crab are managed on a “size, sex, and season" basis, while Tanner and king 
crab are managed on a size, sex, season and quota (guideline harvest level) 
basis. Tanner and king crab seasons are short, based on the predicted rapid 
taking of the quota (guideline harvest level). Recent tanner crab openings in 
Glacier Bay have lasted about eight days.

In all these fisheries most boats and permits are owned by boat captains, who 
may have financed their purchase with the help of lending institutions, Alaska 
state loans or fish processors. The State of Alaska limited entry into the salmon 
fisheries in 1975. Limits were instated in the salmon hand troll fishery in the 
early 1980s and were imposed later on crab fisheries. Limited entry permits 
can be bought and sold, but normally must be owned by the individuals who 
fish them. The Alaska system intentionally reinforced the pattern of individual 
ownership, requiring permits to be owned by “natural persons" (not 
corporations) and by allowing a person to own only one permit of each type.
The presumption is that the permit must be fished by its owner, although there 
are legal and semi-legal means of effecting temporary transfers (e.g. based on 
health problems) to someone else. The new IFQ system in the longline 
fisheries has some safeguards against consolidation of quotas into substantially 
fewer fishing units; large, medium, and small boat quota categories were 
created, along with limits on the extent to which the smaller quotas can be 
bought up and consolidated. On the other hand, corporate owners and 
partners were allowed ownership of some IFQs (North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council 1997). In any case, the imposition of limited entry 
systems leads to changes and dislocations for individuals and communities. 
Crewmen lose out in the awarding of permits, and with the IFQ system in place, 
fewer crewmen are hired. In the salmon limited entry fisheries, a high 
proportion of the permits awarded to Native village residents were later sold to
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non-Natives (Langdon 1989).
55

Fish prices and markets
As the summary of fisheries anthropology pointed out, fish prices tend to be 
volatile everywhere in the world - another component of the ever-changing 
situation to which fishermen must adjust. An abundance of farmed salmon 

produced outside Alaska^ has led to drastic declines in prices of wild salmon. 
Black cod prices, on the other hand, have risen far above those of a decade 
ago. Asian markets, particularly Japan, are major buyers of Alaskan fish, so 
changing currency exchange rates and the condition of the Japanese economy 
significantly influence fish prices.

The fisherman arriving in port with a load of highly perishable fish that require 
prompt processing and/or transport to distant markets outside the region needs 
a secure opportunity to sell his fish to a processor. The fisherman also needs 
supplies and facilities that are provided to a varying extent by processing plants. 
These may include ice, clean-up facilities, water or fuel, and perhaps groceries 
or storage or work space (e.g. a place to hang and store seine nets). In the 
salmon fisheries particularly, floating tenders - usually large boats or scows - 
are often located near the fishing grounds so that fish may be sold and and off
loaded there.

New competitors for fish resources
In Southeast Alaska the sport fish harvest nearly tripled between 1986 and 
1996, and 94 percent of the catch was marine fish (Howe et al. 1997). Charter 
boat fishing permits increased from 241 in 1987 to approximately 1100 in 1998 
(Streveler 1999:1) In a new development, half-day fishing charters are being 
marketed to cruise ship passengers (Fosdick 1997). Typically traveling at 20 to 
30 knots, two or three times as fast as commercial fishing boats, charter 
operators are able to reach fairly distant areas or do more than one trip per day.

19 Alaska has outlawed the farming of finfish.
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Icy Strait and Glacier Bay have been included in this trend, and charter boats 
are beginning to fish the outside coast. Charter boat fishing targets mainly 
halibut and king and coho salmon. Unlike commercial fishing, charter boat 
catches are not recorded on fish tickets to provide accurate and timely catch 
statistics. Most sport fish catch information has come from a “creel census" 
which does not record all the catch. Allocation of fish between commercial and 

charter sport fisheries has become a hot political topic in the state.20

Summary of fisheries description
Several points should be made concerning this portrayal of the fishery stocks, 
fishing methods and regulations. One is that this description is highly 
oversimplified and excessively static. It does not do justice to all the factors that 
create an ever-changing situation. Secondly, individual fishermen typically 
participate in more than one fishery, and an individual’s mix of fisheries may 
change from year to year based on his or her opportunities and assessment of 
the changing situation. A person may captain his own boat in one fishery and 
then crew on someone else's boat for another fishery. Further, there is a 
continuum of fishermen from those who operate at a small and very local scale, 
to those who operate on larger, more versatile scales and include use of fishing 
grounds in other regions of Alaska. An example would be fishermen with larger 
boats (56 foot “limit seiners” or larger) who are based in Southeast Alaska but 
participate in a variety of fisheries both here and in distant parts of the Gulf of 
Alaska.

The information provided here should enable the reader to distinguish this 
Southeast Alaska complex of fisheries from the larger scale offshore fisheries 
regulated by the federal North Pacific Fisheries Management Council, fisheries 
that predominantly use trawl gear, usually involve corporate ownership, and are

20 in the interviews, one commercial fisherman spoke of the ‘ominous unregulated guided sport 
fishery.’ “Our Alaska [sport fishing] rules were set up for people to catch fish to eat locally.
They're not adequate for commercial guided sport fish. They need their own rules, and their 
harvest needs to be recorded by fish tickets like commercial fish.’ Other fishermen talked about 
the 50 pound fish boxes they see charter boat clients ship out by air.
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operated in an industrial manner by larger ships including catcher-processors. 
Participants in those fisheries are employees of large companies. Very few live 
in this region, and the vessels do not use regional ports. Consequently there is 
virtually no overlap of these groups of fishermen. While this distinction is 
obvious to locals and to fishermen, the distinction is typically not recognized by 
national media or by people unfamiliar with fishing .

C. The fishing society of this region - some characteristics

The characteristics of fishing cultures summarized in Chapter 2 are found in the 
fisheries discussed here, but a set of common features does not make all these 
cultures alike. Aspects of the Southeast Alaska fishing culture need mention or 
elaboration to provide a better sense of the way of life and background for the 
material in Chapter 4.

While the literature of fishing typically describes vessel crews comprised of 
several adult males, in Southeast Alaska some people fish alone, especially in 
the troll fishery. It is also fairly common to find wives and children included in 
fishing, especially in trolling. In the past this was more common. One 
fisherman said trolling “was more of a family fishery then. Now, with the short 
seasons, you have to hire deckhands.. . .  It was more relaxed in the past - if it 
was rough, you took a day off. Now you rarely get to the beach."

The change in the rhythms of fishing drew complaints from several 
interviewees:

I really dislike the more and more emphasis on it as a commercial economic enterprise 
instead of a life - and I don’t mean “life-style" - this is our way of life. Fishing and living in this 
area. The seasons have gotten more constrained • even though I support a lot of the 
regulations and helped develop them, I still am frustrated by the horizons being narrowed in 
terms of time.
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On the other hand, the new IFQ regime has returned the halibut fishery to a 
more relaxed pace than it has had for a very long time, because one no longer 
has to strive for a share of the quota before it has all been taken. IFQs froze 
competition, leaving captains with allowable catches based on their recent 
relative standings. Many appreciate the changed pace, but some don’t - they 
miss the excitement of competition, and the possibility of an outstanding 
showing :2i

Since the IFQs, it's lost the thrill and challenge, the adrenalin rush before a 24-hour 
opening. Now it’s like socialism or something. You're not going out to see how much you 
can make. . . .  Before, for weeks you’d hype up to go out and work 50-60 hours without 
sleep. A rush.. .A lot of fishermen miss it. Now you know what each fisherman will catch, 
you cant hope to beat them. I miss the gamble.

Differences in the spirit of competition were evident, e.g. ‘Trolling is a 
competition to some people, but not to me. It's something where everybody 
wins. I just want to make a living and have a nice time at it.” Seiners often fish 
close to each other and can compare each other’s performance, which depends 
on crew teamwork and the captain's good judgment. A retired Tlingit seiner 
remembers: .

In the olden days. . .  we fished out at the [Inian] islands. And the fishing was competitive. 
We went out in the morning to see who could make the most sets and pitch off the most
fish. We were not concerned about what we got for the fish When I was with [one
captain], our goal was to make more sets than [another captain].

Groups of fishermen may share information about the location of good fishing 
via radio, but since everyone can listen in on radio conversations, information 
guarding sometimes takes the form of “coding groups.” As one fisherman put it,

21 in Petersburg many residents have been heavily involved in the halibut fishery. For many years 
the front page of the local newspaper carried the week's halibut landings by boat name in 
descending order of catch.
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“It’s an art to listen to radio.” Boat two-way radios are also an important element 
of social life, safety and weather information. The importance of radios can be 
further appreciated in light of the fact that commercial fishing is the most 
dangerous occupation in the U .S .22 Moreover, many fishermen fish alone and 
have no one aboard to help in emergencies.

Most people like the seasonality of fishing life, although making it through the 
winter with little or no cash flow is often a concern. In the fall, when they finish 
with fishing, many go hunting. Fishermen’s families tend to put up lots of 
subsistence food (Betts 1994), and people talked about building or remodeling 
their houses, repairing boats and gear during the winter, and other aspects of 
that “great deal of domestic production for the household's own use” that 
Douglas House (1988) and Peter Sinclair (1984) describe for Newfoundland 
outports. These patterns are particularly true of fishermen in the small 
communities like those in Icy Strait, but were also reflected in the Juneau and 
Sitka interviews. Repairing and refitting boats, and simply “watching the boat’ 
during winter occupy substantial time, especially in a climate that is particularly 
hard on boats. The need to watch one’s boat, and to do work on it, helps 
explain the tight clustering of most fishing communities around their harbors, 
and means that the floats and docks are important social areas.

Professional repair people and parts are often difficult to come by, especially in
the small communities. People mentioned making major boat alterations
themselves, installing new engines, etc. Boat owner/captains, especially,
should know the many mechanical systems on a boat in case repairs must be
made at sea. They also need to know about running a small business, about
fisheries laws and regulations, and, recently, about using complex electronics
systems. The development of multiple competencies is a characteristic of
fishing that sets this way of life off from others that involve much more
dependence on specialists. Nevertheless, fishermen pointed out that they
22 Twenty-four times more dangerous than the average of ail other U.S. occupations, according to 
the weekly radio program “Alaska Fisheries Report” (12/5/97).
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depend on a support network, including some mechanics, electronics 
technicians and ship wrights, and on facilities provided by fish processors.

Boats occupy a central place in this society, as in most fishing societies.23 
There are basic types and certain classic styles, but within that, one finds great 
variety and individuality, and often a history, since some are 70 or more years 
old. Most are in the 30 to 60 foot, range, well-built and seaworthy. A collection 
of fishing boats moored in the harbor of a community represent in compact 
material form an immense amount of labor and care, as well as hopes, 
economic dependence, homes for part of the year, and survival at sea. A boat 
has a history together with its owner, and with previous owners. In fishing 
communities the identities of people are usually linked to their boats. A woman 
said their boat “was very much a part of the persona of [her husband] - even the 
name." Another woman who had just sold her boat in order to upgrade said, 
“Yes, selling the boat was hard. It’s pretty much my life."

Some people disparaged a boat owned in the past, but no one spoke ill of the 
one he has now. All were claimed to be highly seaworthy, even those that are 
quite small. One fisherman said “Buying a boat in Ketchikan was a fork in the 
road - 1 didn't realize the depth of that decision." It was a “heavy duty, beautiful 
old boat’ but he had to learn a lot about repairs. Bragging about its condition 
now, he commented, “In today’s throw-away society, you don’t have pieces of 
equipment that you depend on for your livelihood that are 70 years old.” Many 
systems need to be kept working on a boat, and poor maintenance can mean 
loss of valuable fishing time, or even loss of the boat or loss of life. Writing 
about Oregon fishing boats, Janet Gilmore (1986) suggested that besides its 
utilitarian functions, boat alterations and maintenance serve to express a 
fisherman’s aesthetic senses, project an image of competence in the maritime

23 in Poggie and Gersuny's comparison of the values of New England fishermen and mill workers, 
both groups said “the worst thing that could happen to you" was ‘lose health or die.’ But the 
second worst thing for mill workers was ‘lose wife,* while for fishermen it was ‘lose boat” 
(1974:60).
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community and give the fisherman the impression that he is in control of the 
weighty forces that counter him - the fickleness of nature and of the commercial 
fishing industry. Likening it to the magic Malinowski saw Trobriand Islanders 
employ in building seagoing canoes, Gilmore proposes that

Boat upkeep offers optimistic, psychologically sound ways through art and magic for the 
individual to maintain both his mental well-being and his social support system in a very risky 
activity. Moreover, the collective nature of this cultivation of rational methods for coping with 
the unknown fosters ‘attitudes’ that are perhaps as essential as they are endemic to maritime 
groups; a strong community, a willingness to confront the irrational, and a confidence that 
the unknown can become known" (1986:200).

For these fishermen there is little in the way of an institutionalized financial 
safety net. In Canada fishermen are eligible for government unemployment 
insurance payments when not working, but this is not true in the U.S., based on 
rulings that they are not “employees." Retirement benefits are limited to Social 
Security, and medical benefits limited to the $2,500 Fishermen’s Fund for 
fishing medical emergencies. Vessel insurance is expensive and for older 
boats may be unavailable, thus many boats are uninsured. Some of the 
present generation of fishermen were awarded Alaska limited entry permits or 
IFQs which are saleable when they retire. There was general agreement that it 
is much harder now for a fisherman who has no permits or IFQs to enter the 
fisheries or to move from crewman to captain.

Moving into the charter sport fishing industry has limited appeal for most of 
these fishermen, but several of those interviewed had found it possible to 
combine it with commercial fishing. Most commercial fishing boats are usually 
unsuitable for conversion to this use, partly because charter boats are usually at 
least twice as fast. In the Icy Straits communities, only Gustavus has a number 
of local residents involved in the charter business, including a few who started 
as commercial fishermen. The majority of charter operators, fishermen say, are 
based outside the state or in Juneau or Sitka. Some fishermen who
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commented on the possibility of converting to charter fishing indicated that 
service industry aspects of charter sport fishing do not fit the commercial fishing 
ethos, a view consonant with the Alaska Public Survey's finding that those 
working in natural resource-related industries expressed little interest in 
tourism-related jobs (Alves 1980). Nevertheless, as the growing charter 
industry takes an increasing share of the fish stocks, and with persistent low 
salmon prices, some shift of commercial fishermen into chartering seems 
inevitable.

The anthropology of fishing and local knowledge agree that the fishermen’s 
independent character often keeps them from mounting organized political 
efforts to advance or protect their own interests. However, the Southeast Alaska 
fishing society differs somewhat from the predominant pattern described in the 
literature wherein fishermen are relative non-participants both in the larger 
political system and in the process of fisheries rule-making (Acheson 1981, 
Ourrenberger 1992, Lipuma and Metzloff 1997, Margavio et al. 1996).
Historically, discontent with federal fisheries management on the part of 
fishermen statewide and especially in this region was an important element in 
the drive to achieve statehood, and rebuilding the depleted salmon runs was a 
goal shared well beyond the fishing industry (Gruening 1968). Tlingit and Haida 
fishermen played an active and effective political role through the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood organization (Drucker 1958; Price 1990).

The new state set up a system for fisheries rule-making that provided for the 
participation of fishermen at several levels: the Board of Fish and local Fish and 
Game Advisory Boards. Some fishermen in the interview group said they do 
not become involved in regulatory decisions, but more said they do or feel that 
they could, and some remarked on the relative uniqueness of this situation 
compared with fisheries elsewhere. Fishermen participate as individuals or as 
members of fishery groups, including local or gear groups which often contend 
in the many decisions that have allocation implications. Concerned because
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unregulated fishing was reducing halibut stocks, fishermen operating out of 
Washington State and Canada supplied part of the impetus for the 1924 treaty 
between the U.S. and Canada under which halibut is managed (Bell 1981).
The International Pacific Halibut Commission and the North Pacific Fisheries 
Management Council (NPFMC) also receive input from fishermen into 
regulatory decisions, although in the NPFMC the most significant input comes 
from large-scale offshore fishing companies.

Although fishermen continue to participate in the arena of fisheries regulation, 
the importance of fisheries and the effectiveness of fishermen’s participation in 
statewide politics has declined substantially in recent decades. Concerning the 
more urban communities, a fisherman remarked that in Sitka, although 
commercial fishing is an important industry, fishermen are “not part of the 
developmental clique" nor part of recognized leadership circles, e.g. the city 
assembly, Rotary, or Chamber of Commerce.

Commercial fishing in Tlinoit life
By the early 20th century the Tlingits were being dispossessed from their 
ownership of salmon streams (sockeye streams, especially, had been the 
property of clans and house groups) and pushed out of some choice spots on 
the land where they had spent parts of the year engaged in subsistence 
activities. But the Tlingit themselves became involved in the region’s 
commercial fisheries, especially the salmon fisheries, from their inception 

(Moser 1899, 1902)24 By the 1920s commercial fishing was the dominant
economic activity in Tlingit villages (Brake! 1997), and remained so until the 
1980s, when it began to diminish in importance in the post-ANCSA economy.
In 1976 Tollefson observed of one Tlingit village: “Historically, fishing has been 
the economic backbone of Angoon. At present it is the only significant source of

24 The Tlingit and Haida of Southeast Alaska became involved in commercial fisheries decades 
earlier than the Native people of other parts of Alaska (Moser 1898,1902; Brakel 1997). However, 
eventually in much of coastal Alaska and on the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers commercial fishing 
became and remains a primary way that Native people have been involved in the cash economy.
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income and the sole industry that encompasses the orientation of the present 
and the hope of the future for many families" (1976:330). The Glacier Bay 
National Park Commercial Fishing Environmental Assessment (1998) 
summarizes the effects of commercial fishing on Tlingit culture:

Commercial fishing has a profound effect on Hoonah Tlingit culture. Although the early 
years of commercial fishing had serious negative effects on the Hoonah Tlingit by 
dispossessing them of their salmon resources, forcing them into a foreign economic system 
and fragmenting and reorienting certain aspects of their social system; the Hoonah Tlingit 
adapted to these drastic changes and eventually integrated commercial fishing into their 
culture. This process of integration in effect has allowed the Hoonah Tlingit to maintain 
important ties to their past. It has allowed them to retain control of at least a portion of the 
fish resource that was traditionally their economic base. It has also kept alive many of the 
maritime attributes of their traditional culture and helped to maintain their vital connection to 
the sea and to Glacier Bay. Commercial fishing excursions are also integrated into traditional 
subsistence cycles and facilitate access to a variety of important resources that otherwise 
might not be readily available. Ail of these commercial fishing-related activities have allowed 
the Hoonah Tlingit to maintain important physical, emotional, and spiritual connections to 
Glacier Bay. They have also been a means whereby Tlingit males, dispossessed of virtually 
their entire traditional resource base, can regain some degree of economic and social 
stature. In short, through a complex process of assimilation (of technologies, strategies, 
maritime tradition), the Hoonah Tlingit have used commercial fishing as a vehicle to adapt to 
American culture while still retaining many of the critical elements of their traditional culture - 
it is both a bridge to modern society and a link to the past [Glacier Bay National Park and 
Preserve 1998, p. 4-A-34],

The link between commercial fishing and Tlingit subsistence life ways is 
demonstrated by community surveys conducted by the Subsistence Division of 
ADF&G in 1987, which show that commercial fishing households produced 83 
percent of Hoonah's subsistence harvest. A mean of 1,864 pounds of wild 
resources was harvested by commercial fishing households, compared to 460 
pounds by non-commercial fishing households (Betts et al. 1994:8). “One 
indicator of subsistence harvest patterns in Hoonah was participation in 
commercial fishing” (Betts et al 1994:8). The link between these two activities is
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65
explained in the following statement:

Commercial fishing households, in general, have the equipment, personnel, and skills to 
fish and hunt efficiently. The households generally have larger boats for transportation to 
harvest areas. These boats allow them to travel in more inclement weather, to stay out 
longer on trips, and to carry more people and harvested product. The households are likely 
to have greater quantities of equipment, such as nets, skates, pots, longiines, troll gear, 
guns, and secondary skiffs. Members of commercial fishing households generally have 
acquired the skills to be successful subsistence harvesters, which are commonly similar to 
those learned and practiced while commercial fishing. This includes knowledge of the 
traditional subsistence use area, availability of resources, and harvest techniques. The 
household with equipment and labor commonly assumes a number of social obligations to 
produce subsistence foods for other households in the community which do not have the 
means for efficient harvesting. On fishing and hunting trips, the large boats commonly plan 
to harvest for several households, distributing the subsistence foods on return to the 
community .This is an efficient use of labor and equipment for the community as a whole. In 
addition to these factors, it is common for commercial fishers to retain a portion of a 
commercial harvest for use by the family [Betts et al 1994:8]

Considerable cultural value is attached to traditional subsistence food in 
modern Tlingit society. Giving and receiving Tlingit food is perhaps as 
important as eating it, something which reinforces social bonds, especially 
those of traditional Tlingit society, in providing a large share of these foods the 
fishing households contribute a sense of well-beingzs and cultural continuity, 
and to a ‘sense of place’ to the larger community.

Among fishermen as such there seems to be little at present in the way of claims 
to commercial fishing territory based on ethnicity. This perhaps should be 
qualified by the respect Tlingit fishermen showed for the priority of some Tlingit

25 a Tlingit fisherman whom I interviewed for this study wrote me a letter about the importance of 
this traditional Tlingit food for Native health: "It is getting more and more impossible to get our own 
food. Time was that everyone at Hoonah went to Glacier Bay for traditional food such as seal, dog 
salmon, gum-boots, clams, mountain goat, strawberries, gray currants, salmon berries. Since the 
Park service and others made it hard if not impossible, the people ate less and less of their 
traditional food until all they depend on comes from the store. Consequently, we’ve had more 
and more people who have developed diabetes which I have’ (Williams 1998).

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



captains who initiated the use of particular seine “hook-offs” in Icy Strait, 
locations at which seines were deployed before the closure of the area to 
seining. But in a set of interviews of salmon fishermen recorded in 1978 (Levey 
and Figdor 1978) the non-Native interviewers often asked Tlingit fishermen 
about conflicting claims over fishing grounds, but the Tlingits preferred to speak 
only about conflicts between local fishermen versus fishermen from other states. 
Perhaps this was due partly to pride and a strong sense of competition; 
commercial fishing is an arena in which some Tlingits have been notably 
successful despite difficulties such as obtaining financing.

Salmon seining was the region's most important fishery during most of the 20th 
century, and the most important fishery in Tlingit life. Langdon (1977) noted that 
in Native society the status of independent captain became the primary adult 
male role to strive for on the west coast. According to Drucker’s history of the 
Alaska Native Brotherhood (ANB), many village clan heads were seine boat 
captains (1958:36-7). The Dauenhauers's biographies of noted Tlingit elders 
(Dauenhauer & Dauenhauer 1990; 1994) include a substantial number of 
individuals who were seine captains. Laura Klein (1975) described the 
importance of this position in Hoonah in the early 1970s, noting that the position 
of seine captain is prestigeous and becomes part of one's identity.
Introductions may say “Mr. D. of the Hoonah Queen.” (regardless of whether he 
owns the boat) (Klein 1975:169). ‘The prestige of the seine captain is not 
shared by the troller captain, though he may be highly respected for his 
abilities” (Klein 1975:123). Hoonah seiners became particularly expert at 
seining in the strong currents of the Inian Island passes. Closure of that area 
and most of Icy Strait to seining in the mid 1970s was a heavy blow to the 
fishermen and community of Hoonah .26 Hoonah seiners were forced to go

26 The closure by the Alaska Board of Fish & Game was instituted when northern Southeast pink 
salmon stocks were at a low ebb. The area has never been reopened to seining despite the 
recovery of the stocks, mainly because as salmon pass through outer Icy Strait fisheries managers 
cannot ascertain which streams they are headed for and cannot estimate the size of the runs for 
particular streams, information necessary to regulate fishing to provide for adequate spawning 
escapement.
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elsewhere to compete at a disadvantage on fishing grounds where they lacked 
experience and knowledge. Eventually many lost or sold their boats (Langdon 
1980:9). A non-Native who operated as a fish buyer in Icy Strait for many years 
commented: “When the [Inian] islands closed, it was the end of the Hoonah fleet 
- a lot of those seiners were so entrenched in knowing how to fish the islands - it 
broke their hearts, their soul, their backs. A few made it through that."

The remaining Hoonah seiners now operate farther south but usually return 
home to participate in Excursion Inlet seine openings, almost the only seining 
still occurring in Icy Strait. Some of them, along with others from Hoonah, are 
involved in other fisheries in this area - halibut, Tanner crab, etc. Some Hoonah 
people have hand trolled in Glacier Bay for many years, usually in the winter 
troll fishery.

D. Communities

Participants in the fisheries described above live in the small Icy Strait 
communities, in the larger regional towns of Sitka and Juneau, and in a number 
of other communities throughout the Southeast Alaska region. Some live 
outside the region, most often in Washington and Oregon. The fishermen who 
were interviewed for the project lived in the Icy Strait communities, Sitka or 
Juneau; these communities will be described below.

Andersen and Wadel (1972:2-3) list features common to North Atlantic 
communities primarily based on fishing, indicating a typically peripheral 
geographical location with respect to the dominant society. Their description fits 
the smaller fishing communities of Southeast Alaska equally well, with the 
possible exception of item 8:
1) Fishing peoples inhabit relatively small coastal settlements often accessible 

only by sea.
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2) Often there are no roads linking settlements.
3) The surrounding land is commonly non-arable or at best suitable only for

small gardens and producing feed for a few grazing stock. {No livestock 
in study area.)

4) Fishermen operate from areas with little or only recent development.
5) Settlements have poor communication links with the outside.
6) Populations are small, culturally diverse, yet relatively simple with regard to

specialization and complexity.
7) There is stress on self-sufficiency and adaptability manifested in seasonally

pluralistic economic pursuits.
8) There is minimal local-level political development. (Not necessarily true

in Southeast Alaska.)

Pelican and Elfin Cover cluster tightly around harbors in the typical manner of 
fishing communities. The boats and complex of docks are the focal point of 
these settlements. Hoonah has been a Native village since the days when the 
boats were large dugout canoes that were pulled up on the beach, but with the 
aid of breakwaters a fine boat harbor has been built to meet the needs of 
modern boats. In contrast to the others, Gustavus was originally settled by 
people intent on practicing agriculture. Located on a rare expanse of flat land, it 
has no harbor and although agriculture failed to take hold, the homes and 
businesses are dispersed and connected by a nascent grid of roads in the 
settlement manner of American farm country.

In all of these communities a substantial amount of subsistence food is 
harvested. Studies of subsistence patterns by community conducted in 1985 
and 1988 showed 100 percent of households harvesting and using wild 
resources (except Pelican, 92 percent harvesting). Annual per capita 
subsistence harvest in the study years ranged from 210 pounds (Hoonah) to 
355 pounds (Pelican). In Pelican, commercial fishing households harvested 
more than twice as much subsistence food as non-fishing households; in
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Hoonah they harvested four times as much.

Pelican 27

Pelican’s site on Chichagof Island was chosen in 1938 as a good location for 
the fish processing plant which is still central to the town’s economy. The main 
street and many homes and buildings are built on pilings over the water. 
Automobiles are nearly non-existent.. In 1990 the population was 222, of which 
29 percent were Alaska Native. Median household income was $27,083. 
Despite its small size, it has a city government funded partly by the raw fish tax 
which provides some community facilities. Fishing and fish processing are the 
basis of the town’s economy, but in the 1990s the community has had a hard 
time. A community set up to host as many as 200 boats, including many non
locals, is seeing quieter seasons. The institution of IFQs in the longline fisheries 
resulted in fewer boats landing fish in Pelican. Poor fish prices and the Glacier 
Bay Park fishing question add to an uncertain economic outlook and a declining 
population. The processing plant closed in the winter of 1995-96 but reopened 
on a smaller scale after it was purchased by Kake Tribal Native corporation.
The plant is important in providing services for fishermen (ice, bait, repair parts, 
grocery/hardware store) and some of the town’s utilities.

Elfin Cove
Located on Chichagof Island near a pass into Icy Strait, Elfin Cove clusters 
around the harbor and has floats, a small boardwalk on pilings, and some trails, 
but no streets. Much movement around the community is accomplished by skiff, 
and some local fishermen live on their boats. Other than private boats, the only 
transportation in and out is via small float planes, difficult in winter because of
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27 Most of the following community descriptions are condensed from portions of the report to the 
National Park Service in preparation. The History. Social Economy and Cultural Practice of 
Commercial Fishing in Glacier Bay National Park Waters (working title). Sources for 1997 
population figures: 1997 Community Profiles for the communities of Elfin Cove, Gustavus, 
Hoonah and Pelican (Alaska Dept of Community and Regional Affiars 1997). Additional data from 
1988 Tongass Resource Use Cooperative Survey (TRUCS) Community Report (Institute of Social 
and Economic Research 1988).
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the site. In 1990 Elfin Cove had a mostly non-Native population of 57; more 
people are there on boats in the summer. Most year-round residents are 
commercial fishermen, chiefly salmon power and hand trailers. Sport fishing 
lodges have recently been established; nine operate out of Elfin Cove, and a 
tenth is under construction (USDA Forest Service 1997: 3-49). Nearly all are 
owned by people from other states who depart after the summer season. The 
community thus has two distinct groups: those involved in commercial fishing, 
and a newer group involved in the new sport fishing lodges. The substantial 
lodges contrast with the small homes and cabins of local residents, and the 
large, fast, modern charter boats contrast with older, slower, and often smaller 
commercial fishing boats. With the establishment of lodges, land prices have 
risen dramatically (Streveler 1999). The school closed in 1998 and there are 
few facilities, public or commercial. During the winter community volunteer work 
provides needed services, snow removal, etc, and residents cooperate in 
transporting groceries from the larger towns.

Hoonah
Hoonah is a largely Tlingit community, although the proportion of Native 
residents declined from 80 percent in 1980 to 67 percent in 1990. Its 1997 
population was estimated at 900, up from 795 in 1990. Nearby Whitestone 
Logging Camp had a population of 189 (4 percent Native) and Mt. Bether 
religious community an estimated 61, all non-Native. Median 1990 household 
income for Hoonah was $36,442 ($45,625 for Whitestone). The city 
government operates municipal facilities, and the Tlingit & Haida Community 
Council and a federally-recognized IRA Council, the Hoonah Indian 
Association, have some semi-governmental functions. The harbor has 188 
stalls and other facilities and attracts boats from other areas. Transportation in 
and out of Hoonah includes light aircraft and a weekly or biweekly Alaska 
Marine Highway ferry.

Through most of the 20th century, Hoonah’s money economy has been based
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on fishing, and although many permits and boats have been sold away from 
the community, this remains a vital part of the economy. Besides the two small 
local processing plants, some members of the local fleet have ties to Excursion 
Inlet Packing on the other side of Icy Strait, which also employs a number of 
Hoonah residents seasonally in its processing plant The timber industry is now 
a major component of the economy and government. Service and retail sectors 
are also significant. Tourism is of minor importance. Logging and attendant 
road building on nearby National Forest lands and on ANCSA regional and 
village corporation lands in the immediate vicinity of the town has changed 
Hoonah’s economy and surroundings substantially since 1980. Logging is 
done by Whitestone Logging Co. and its mostly non-Native employees. A 
stevedoring company employs 30 to 40 Hoonah residents when log ships arrive 
(Metcalf 1997, pers com). Timber is exported in the round to Japan, except for a 
minor amount sawed locally.

Subsistence harvests have become more difficult. The Glacier Bay area has 
been part of the Hoonah customary subsistence use area, but progressively 
restrictive Park Service policies have reduced this use (Hoonah Coastal 
Management Plan 1997:113). Moreover, since much of the productive forest for 
many miles around has been clearcut, deer hunters must travel farther and face 
competition from residents of larger towns who bring vehicles on the ferry to 
access logging roads (Hoonah Coastal Zone Management Plan 1997). Game 
is expected to decrease further and for the long term because second-growth 
forests in this region provide poor habitat (USDA Forest Service 1997). Despite 
many direct and indirect timber-related jobs, and financial benefits to Native 
corporation stockholders, many residents have objected to the impacts of timber 
harvests on Hoonah’s traditional and customary use areas .28

28 The Hoonah chapters of the Alaska Native Brotherhood (ANB) and Sisterhood (ANS), the 
Tlingit and Haida Community Council, and the Hoonah Indian Association passed resolutions in 
1995 objecting to timber harvest operations on Native corporation and/or Forest Service land. 
Responding to critics, the CEO of the Native village corporation said “The corporation cannot 
make decisions strictly for the sake of Hoonah shareholders." since only one third of those 
shareholders now live in Hoonah (Miller 1995).
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Gustavus
Gustavus is spread out on a flat plain left by river outwash from the glacier that 
formerly filled Glacier Bay. The headquarters of Glacier Bay National Park is 
accessed by a road to Bartlett Cove in lower Glacier Bay. Tourism, Park 
employment, and commercial fishing form the economic basis of a growing 
community. The 1990 population was 258 (4 percent Alaska Native), and 
median household income was $41,538. By 1997 the year-round population 
had risen to 345, with many more in the summer. Although it has no city 
government, community services are supported by state and federal funding, 
fund raising, and volunteer efforts. The relatively large amount of private land 
around Gustavus is owned by local and non-local individuals, the Mental Health 
Lands Trust, and Cook Inlet Region Inc., a Native corporation. As many as 
40,000 Park visitors pass through Gustavus each summer. Many are served by 
local inns, bed-and-breakfasts and tourism enterprises. In 1994 there were 21 
registered charter sport fish providers operating out of Gustavus (USDA Forest 
Service 1997). Several small-plane companies provide flights year-round and 
Alaska Airlines jets arrive daily in summer. The chief transportation link is by air 
with Juneau.

Gustavus is exceptional in having no boat harbor. Some boats anchor out in 
summer near the dock that extends into deep water beyond the Gustavus flats, 
and limited use is made of Bartlett Cove in the Park. Skiffs and some fishing 
boats are kept in the Salmon River estuary when not in use, but entry and exit is 
possible only toward high tide. Some Gustavus boats winter in the Hoonah 
harbor. The fleet is thus dispersed, making fishing less visible and less a focus 
of the community. There are three small fish buying and processing plants, 
none with waterfront access. Many residents come from non-maritime 
backgrounds, and several fishermen from this community commented that many 
of their neighbors have little knowledge about nearby fishing
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Sitka
Sitka is located on the west coast of Baranof Island 100 miles south of Glacier 
Bay. The 1995 population was 9,194, a 50 percent increase over the 1970 
population. In 1990, 21 percent of the population was Alaska Native. Its 
diverse economy includes a large fishing fleet, fish processing, tourism, 
government, transportation, health care, education, and retail and medical 
services. A large pulp mill established there in the 1950s employed about 400 
people until it ceased operations in 1993 (USDA Forest Service 1997:3-644). A 
number of cruise ships call in the summer, and charter sport fish businesses 
have expanded rapidly in the 1990s. Subsistence use of resources by Sitka 
residents continues to be fairly high; in 1987 the per capita harvest was 146 
edible pounds (USDA Forest Service 1997:3-644).

Many of those who fish in the study area sell to Sitka-based fish processing 
companies. Some Sitka fishermen suggested that there are more people from 
Sitka fishing in Park waters than from any other community.

Juneau
Juneau, Alaska's capital, had a population of 29,755 in 1995. The population 
almost doubled between the 1970 and 1990 censuses. In 1990, 13 percent of 
the population was Alaska Native. Federal, state and city government provide 
nearly half of the jobs; tourism is a significant part of the economy during the 
summer. Approximately 580,000 cruise ship passengers visited Juneau in the 
summer of 1998. Charter sport fishing, flight-seeing and other businesses 
serve the tourist trade. Juneau is the transportation and commercial hub for 
many of the smaller communities in the region. Although commercial fishing 
and fish processing have declined in importance, a number of fishermen were 
interviewed who fish the region in and around Glacier Bay.

73

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



74
E. Tourism

Tourism is discussed here not only because it is now a significant part of the 
region’s economy, but also because tourist-based charter sportfishing 
competes for the fish resource, and because many tourists see commercial 
fishing in terms of the nature ideologies discussed in Chapter 5. Tourism has 
become a large and rapidly growing industry in the region and in Glacier Bay 
National Park. Cruise ship and tour boat visitors to the region totaled 600,000 
in 1998 (almost 10 times the population of the region); numbers are increasing 
at a rate of about 10 percent per year. Independent travelers totaled 185,000 in 

199829; their numbers increase about 8 percent per year. Boats holding permits 
to provide charter sport fishing trips increased from 241 in 1987 to 1100 in 
1998, growing at about 22 percent per year (Streveler 1999).

Glacier Bay National Park visitors show similar rapid increases. In 1970 there 
were 20,300 visitors to Glacier Bay; 16,700 of these came on cruise ships. By 
1997, there were 336,200 visitors to Glacier Bay, of whom 306,200 came on 
cruise ships. Approximately 2,900 visitors arrived by private vessel or charter 
boat (commercial fishing boats not included) (Catton 1995:346-7; U.S. Dept, of 
Interior I998b:385). In 1997, Consumer Reports magazine rated Glacier Bay 
as the best national park in the country (Associated Press 1997).

Reports that cruise ship companies are exploring the possibility of establishing 
their own tourist ports away from the existing tourist-crowded centers like 
Juneau suggest the possibility of greatly expanded use of areas like Icy Strait 
for off-ship excursions, charter sport fishing trips, etc. (Rogoway 1998).3o

29 This figure includes all out-of-state travelers, including tourists.
20 The Juneau Empire reported discussions between cruise ship companies and Goldbelt Native 
corporation about its land in Hobart Bay. and Huna Totem Native corporation about land around 
Hoonah in Icy Strait (Rogoway 1998).
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F. The Glacier Bay National Park fishing Issue

The possibility of closing fishing in Glacier Bay National Park waters came 
about because of the unusual circumstance that Glacier Bay National Park has 
jurisdiction over extensive marine waters, including the waters of Glacier Bay 
itself, a portion of Icy Strait and Cross Sound, and the North Pacific Ocean to 
three nautical miles offshore for approximately 75 miles northwest along the 

coast.31 Although not specifically provided for in Park legislation, fishing was 
allowed to continue for many decades, as were Tlingit subsistence activities 
and seal hunting.32 But subsistence activities were gradually restricted, and 
then commercial fishing came increasingly into question (Hoonah Coastal 
Management Plan 1997; Catton 1995). In 1994 the federal district court 
decided that “there is no statutory ban on commercial fishing in Glacier Bay 
National Park, provided, however, that commercial fishing is prohibited in that 
portion of Glacier Bay National Park designated as wilderness area" (Glacier 
Bay National Park & Preserve 1998:1-1). So while the limited portions of 
Dundas and Glacier Bays must be closed, closure of fishing in other Park 
waters including the remainder of Glacier Bay was optional. Opinions and 
interest group positions range from those wishing to close all Park waters to 
those advocating the status quo. The National Park Service proposed 
regulations to close the Wilderness waters and additional areas of Glacier Bay; 
management of the outer waters would remain substantially the same, subject 
to reconsideration in fifteen years. Before those regulations could be finalized 
legislation was rather suddenly enacted 1998 to decide the matter, closing 
some waters in Glacier Bay to fishing, providing for lifetime non-saleable 
permits to fish in the bay for a yet-to-be-determined set of fishermen, buying out 
the Dungeness crab fishermen, and leaving the Icy Strait and Gulf of Alaska

31 The Park expansion that included these marine waters was by Presidential Proclamation in 
1939. Consequently there is no legislative history concerning the intent of the expansion into 
marine waters. At the time, the chief purpose given for the Park expansion was the preservation 
of brown bear habitat (Catton 1995).
32 Seal hunting was partly for subsistence use, and partly for cash from bounties and the sale of 
hides.
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waters open to fishing (Federal Register 1998).33
76

G. Summary

This chapter provides background for the description of fishermen’s relationship 
to ‘place’ in the chapter that follows. The geography and natural environment of 
the study area are described, along with the many fisheries pursued there. A 
variety of gear types and methods are used, on vessels of different sizes and 
styles, to catch a number of finfish and shellfish species. The most important 
fisheries in the study area are salmon trolling, halibut longiining, and pot 
fisheries for Tanner and Dungeness crab, but many participants in these 
fisheries engage in additional fisheries, such as black cod longiining and 
salmon seining, beyond the study area. The fisheries occur in different seasons 
and areas and under complex regulatory schemes. Although necessarily 
simplified, the description provides a sense of the scale of these fisheries, and 
of the mostly owner-operated fishing enterprises, differentiating them from the 
more industrial-scale and corporate-owned off-shore fisheries. A brief 
description of the local fishing culture provides a counterpoint to the 
generalized description of fishing cultures (based on the anthropology of 
fishing) in Chapter 2. The fishermen who were interviewed live in the four 
small Icy Strait communities and two more distant regional towns described 
here. People from other communities also fish in the study area. The chapter 
ends with descriptions of .two factors affecting fishermen that are also pertinent 
to the discussion in Chapter 5 of the external views of fishing associated with 
tourism and the national society. These factors are the growing tourism 
industry, which in 1998 brought visitors to the region in numbers approximating 
ten times the resident population, and the Glacier Bay National Park waters 
fishing issue, which informs this study and prompted the interview project.

33 As this thesis nears completion, new initiatives by the Alaska congressional delegation and 
Alaska’s governor suggest that the 1998 legislation may not constitute the final decision on this 
matter.
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Chapter 4 Fishermen’s Relationship to ‘Place’
77

This chapter establishes themes derived from the interviews of fishermen. The 
first several themes have to do with the seascape as home and work place, 
including reasons for occupational choice, habitual interactions with the 
environment, and fishermen’s preference for wild country. These are followed 
by fishermen’s perceptions of the environment: treating nature as 'productive.' 
their view of nature as dynamic, the process of learning to fish in a dynamic 
environment, and the interface between their knowledge and biologists’ 
knowledge. The final theme is fishermen's stories, as they relate to places and 
to a view of nature.

Although the fishermen were not asked specifically to describe their sense of 
place or their relationship to the surrounding environment, the themes 
presented here were strikingly apparent in looking over the interviews. The 
number of themes is largely arbitrary, but their selection was guided by the 
objective of showing how this way of relating to one’s surroundings differs from 
other ways. And while recognizing that there will be variations among 
individuals, I am convinced that these themes represent commonly-held 
attitudes and orientations found in this group of people. The sample selection, 
described in Chapter 2, could be responsible for a consistency of views: all are 
long-term fishermen who reside in this region. Elsewhere I have suggested that 
a consistency of views may derive not so much from enculturation to socially- 
agreed upon norms and world-views, but rather from dealing with similar 
objective circumstances and from the 'habitus’ of the occupation and way of life.

Fishermen respect and value people’s individuality and right to be different. 
Consequently, I hope fishermen who read this will not be offended by a 
presentation of attitudes and ways that they appear to have in common.
Perhaps my finding, in other chapters, that they are out of step with more than 
one mainstream ideology may be more to their liking.
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It is useful to begin by mentioning some features that are not special to this 
group of people but are probably inherent in the situation of people relating to 
the sea anywhere. First, when people are on the sea, weather, especially wind, 
attains a high level of importance because of its ability to change one’s 
surrounding environment to a greater degree than it can on land. Boats are a 
focus of attention and culturally significant. The kinesthetic and especially the 
vestibular senses become more important to perception. The tasks of 
navigating and finding fish enhance people’s awareness of the marine setting, 
whereas simply spending time on the sea without such tasks can mean less 
involvement with the setting. In these small-boat fisheries, nearly every 
crewman needs to be a competent navigator. Accurate navigation is essential, 
especially in the near-shore environment, and becomes critical in places like 
the study area, where coastlines are complex and visibility is often poor. For 
fishing and for some other purposes, it can be important to know water depth 
and sometimes sea bottom contours and substrate, thus to have a conception of 
the environment on another plane, beneath you. And for fishermen, the pursuit 
of unseen prey requires considerable inference from indirect information. For 
many modern maritime people, including the study group, the tasks of 
navigation, learning about the sea floor, and finding fish are mediated 
increasingly by technology in the form of electronic navigation and sonar 
equipment, but much inference and local knowledge is still required to excel as 
a navigator and fisherman.

Another feature of maritime culture is the change, for Euro-Americans at least, in 
the language of spatial reference - from the complex intrinsic and contextual 
frames of reference generally used in our land-based culture, to other frames: 
the “absolute” reference of compass directions, or the latitude-longitude position 
descriptions, and a relative system based upon the canon that the left (port) and 
right (starboard) sides of the boat are used to describe the location of objects 
aboard the boat or near it. This change in the language of spatial reference, to
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systems that assist in accurate navigation and have fewer possibilities for 
misunderstanding, is an indication of the importance of navigation and crew 

coordination at sea.34 in the interviews, when talking about the outside coast 
people often used the absolute system of compass directions. Locations in the 
inside passages were usually described in relative terms in relation to 
landmarks, straits, etc.. But at a Glacier Bay fishing meeting a fishermen said he 
would prefer to have regulatory lines in Glacier Bay described in “lat/long" 
(latitude and longitude) because the new navigational electronics makes this a 
more certain description.

Mariners are typically assisted in navigation by specialized maps, which are in 
some ways the mirror image of a land map. Marine charts produced by the U.S. 
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration provide detail about 
the sea, including depths and shorelines, but provide poor topographic 
information (just the reverse of what is provided in topographic maps produced 
by the U.S. Geological Survey). In the study area the mariner’s map, or “marine 
chart," has a long history, the terrestrial map a short one. Until the 1950s or, for 
some places the 1960s, the only maps available for the area were marine 
charts. Vancouver and his crew charted the study area for the British Admiralty 
in the 1790s. By the 1840s British Admiralty marine charts, along with annual 
tide tables for locations around the world, were made available to the public 
from any country (Kemp 1988). The charts have been improved over time, and 
have been provided in larger scale with more detail, although for Glacier Bay 
revisions have not always kept up with natural changes. Some charting of the

34 Stephen Levinson, in a review article on “Language and Space,” says research in the 
everyday use of the language of spatial description can be rewarding because frequently one can 
see connections between that and other domains of culture. This area has inspired considerable 
interest with the recent recognition that different languages have distinctly different bases for 
spatial reckoning and description, contradicting the assumption that notions of space are 
universally of a single kind, (e.g.based on the human body). A series of “neo-Whorfian" findings 
in linguistics and psychology suggest, among other things, that the spatial concepts encoded in a 
language are used by native speakers in non-linguistic spatial reasoning as well. At this point 
findings in linguistics concerning human spatial reckoning conflict with findings in the cognitive 
sciences, resulting, Levinson says, in “high tension between different orders of ‘hard facts’." 
(1996:355)
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bottom features of offshore fishing grounds was originally done by fishermen. 
There are indications in Thornton (1995) that the traditional Tlingit mental map 
of the area was at least in part a mariner's map.

A. Fishing as a way of inhabiting a place

Thornton says “The experience of making a living in an environment is central 
to what it means to ‘inhabit’ a place as opposed to simply observing or passing 
through if (1995: 29). Based on the interviews, this section describes some 
ways in which fishing and traveling for fishing is a form of inhabiting places. It 
discusses the number of years the interviewees have spent fishing in the study 
area and describes aspects of work and life there: living aboard boats, 
experiencing different seasons and weather, and experiencing the effects on 
bodies of this way of life.

Length of time in the area
It is reasonable to assume that those who spend much of their lives in an area
are likely to have significant ties to that area. For the study of Park waters and
surrounding areas, interviews were sought from experienced fishermen, and
some of those interviewed have fishing histories of impressive length. A few
individuals began fishing in the study area before the Park boundaries were
extended in 1939 to include marine waters outside of Glacier Bay. The 55
fishermen I interviewed have fished an average of 23 years in the Southeast
Alaska region (in a few cases some of those years were spent in parts of the
region outside the study area). Even among non-Natives, three and four
generations of some families have fished in these waters. Among those
interviewed, 37 percent had parents and/or grandparents who fished.35 Many
also have children who fish independently, or who sometimes fish with them.
The Hoonah Tlingit fishermen interviewed by another researcher may have
longer average histories and more family commercial fishing history, but they
35 These statistics are for the 52 for whom years of fishing and family fishing history were 
obtained.
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apparently were not asked these questions.

A man who began fishing as a child in 1930 explained that his family lived in 
the vicinity before the town of Pelican was founded: “My family had a mine 
across the bay. . .  the Native side of my family is from Hoonah—  My father 
longlined and trolled and sharked.” His father, a Norwegian, came to this area 
in 1911 to prospect for halibut, settled here and fished for many decades. He 
himself still fishes, as do younger generations of his extended family. Another 
Pelican fisherman began fishing at age 15 with his father in 1936 in waters that 
include those now within Park boundaries. He went off to World War II, then 
resumed fishing. In 1947 he moved his home from Juneau to Pelican to be 
nearer to these fishing grounds, where he continues to fish in his seventies. A 
fisherman born in Wrangell in the 1950s said his whole family fishes, including 
his sister, brother, nephew, and other relatives. His wife and daughter have 
fished with him.

I was basically bom into fishing. I was on the boat at six months. .. Three kids were raised on 
the boat. My mother rinsed diapers by towing them behind.. . .  Right away we went to 

Pelican. We fished there to Lituya • my dad loved the area.

A Tlingit seine captain from Hoonah who began fishing with his dad in 1956 at 
age nine said about his present crew, “Everybody I have aboard was born into 
it. Been in it all their life - my own family."

I had the impression that these long fishing histories were not exceptional. The 
fishermen mentioned many others whom they regarded as having long 
experience in the area.

Many of those interviewed have lived in more than one community within the 
region. However, their fishing histories are largely tied to the region, although 
the annual pattern of some involves fishing halibut and black cod hundreds of
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miles to the northwest in the Gulf of Alaska.

Being ‘at home’ in the area, and on boats
Participation in these fisheries usually involves living aboard boats, typically for 
several months each year with occasional breaks in port. Trips may last from a 
few days to a few weeks, but completing a trip may simply mean off-loading fish, 
getting groceries, refilling fuel, ice, and water, and heading back out. This "turn 
around” may or may not be done in one’s home port. Because of regulatory 
seasons or for other reasons, some break time is usually spent in one's home 
community, and eventually fishing ends for the year. One fisherman who does 
other kinds of work in the off-season mentioned that the tachometer on his boat 
engine registers about 2,000 hours a year. If he ran the engine 12 hours per 
day that would indicate 166 days per year on the boat; 15 hours per day would 
indicate 133 days. There are minor exceptions to the pattern of staying aboard 
the boats. For instance some Gustavus-based Dungeness crab fishermen 
return to their houses at night. Pelican and Elfin Cove residents may return at 
night while trolling for winter salmon in nearby waters, but in other seasons they 
make long trips and return infrequently.

In the interviews, the notion of being "absent from home,” in the sense of being 
absent from their community, house, and perhaps family, was not a significant 
theme, even in response to the question “What do you like least about fishing?" 
Direct questioning about “being away from home" would have been useful. 
Lacking that, it is unclear whether being away from home is viewed as a 
hardship. A few people mentioned missing their kids and then talked about 
their kids’ being on the boat sometimes. One man said he tries to be home 
more now because he has a new wife who doesn't fish with him. Another said 
he is tired of being on the boat so much and wants to spend more time “on the 
beach” (an expression common among fishermen that means on land). It 
seems likely that someone who dislikes extensive absences from a home on 
land and from land-based activities would quit fishing after a few years.
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Interviews targeting long-term fishermen would omit those people. For the 
interview group, based on what they said and my observations of the ‘homey’ 
atmosphere inside most boats, it seems that their boats are considered a form of 
horned People feel “at home" aboard their boat anchored at night in some 
familiar bay, or, for that matter, in an unfamiliar bay, or well offshore. One 
fisherman said “Truly, for me it’s the lifestyle. I'm as comfortable 50 miles 
offshore as here in this office." The information does not indicate whether 
crewmen have equivalent notions of feeling at home on the boat, although 
some crew year after year on the same vessel. A few unmarried fishermen in 
the study group have no home other than their boats and live on them even 
when in town, a situation that seems to be regarded as normal and not as a sign 
of being “down and out." One bachelor in his seventies lived year-round on his 
boat until he recently rented an apartment for the off-season.

One consequence of being “at home" on a boat is that there is no separation 
between home piace and work place .37 Although fishing is often a hard- 
driving, ambitious endeavor, it is also a life way that tends to blend together, in 
various proportions, parts of existence that modern society tends to separate: 
work, recreation, sociality, travel, and sometimes family life, and household 
production.

Another consequence of being at home on a boat is that places where people

36 In a phone conversation, one of the fishermen complained about having his boat unnecessarily 
boarded by fisheries enforcement officials. *How would you like it,” he said,"if some people 
barged into your home, visibly armed, and demanded to see things?” This suggests that such 
boardings are felt to be an invasion of one's home.
37 The same tends to be true of fishermen when they are in town: their houses are often 
surrounded by fishing equipment, and gear is often worked on at home. While this life-style does 
not cause problems in Southeast Alaska communities, Lipuma and Meltzoff (1997) describe the 
conflict it creates in the Florida Keys, where upper middle class retirees have moved into areas 
where commercial fishing is an important activity and some fishermen operate from their 
backyards, where they build traps, store gear, and manage their accounts. Florida retirees and 
second home owners have found the fishermen's lack of division between workplace and home 
place disturbing and an impediment to the upscaling of their communities, and have worked for a 
ban on backyard-based commercial fishing in all residential neighborhoods.
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fish, regularly traverse, or anchor at night can come to be regarded as home 
places. Several fishermen expressed this sense in the interviews. A Pelican 
man, part Haida Indian and a third-generation commercial fisherman, said:

My parents did commercial fishing before my brother and I were bom, and basically we were
bom into it. Those years, they just took you fishing Just started at a ripe age of - -
crawling on the boat, and continued from there on. My parents always took us - wasn't much 
we could do about it, and now we thank them. [Speaking of the bays west of Cape 
Spencer ] And - anchored in just about every one of those harbors. It's 50-60-70 miles 
away, but it’s what we consider home.

Asked what he likes about commercial fishing, he gave several reasons, then 
said:

I guess it's the idea of knowing you'll be in a different harbor the next day, or - - as long as 
you can be commercially viable on it -- it is a business. That's why I hesitate to say a lifestyle, 
because it is a business, it’s part of the lifestyle, but you have to treat it like a business.... 
Yeah - I feel fortunate we're one of the few to have access to do that - you know, live on the 
ocean, basically.

A Pelican man born in 1948 said he grew up on the outside coast. Since he 
was six years old he's “been running up and down the coast west of Spencer. 
The best years of my life - 1 know it real well. It’s rough and rugged, beautiful.”
He reminisced about growing up along that coast several times: "Come 
summertime, that's where we'd head up to go fish. Mostly just up to Cape 
Fairweather.” He’s walked the beaches, found things like an old cabin, loves it 
there, and even goes there by skiff from Pelican (quite a trip for a skiff). A 
special memory for him is the time his dad hit a rock and sunk their boat at 
Graves Harbor and they stayed there to repair it. Other boats got lines on the 
sunken boat and towed it to the beach.

It was on the beach there at Graves - we rebuilt the boat.. . .  Yeah, we rebuilt the bottom of 
the thing, had a patch on it and recaulked it, and flushed the engine out. We did it all on the 
beach. Took us, I think it was 28 days or 23 days... beachcombed all the stuff that fell off...
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. Everybody in town brought stuff out to us. Everybody just pitched in and helped.. . .  It was 

quite an experience. I was about 16. se

A Sitka fisherman who began fishing with his parents in the 1950s said “Cross 
Sound every year - it’s part of my place -- It’s one of the trails I use -- like if you 
have a mushroom patch, it's not just about eating the mushrooms.’’

A couple, who had moved from another state and has fished here for 17 years 
(husband) and 13 years (wife) recalled accompanying her visiting sister on a 
“flight-seeing” trip over the Glacier Bay area. He said “Flying over the Brady 
Icefield - 1 started realizing that this was home.” The plane flew around 
Boussoule Bay and Astrolobe - “ I finally realized, consciously, that this is where 
we live - this whole area.”

. . .  we have an easy chair in this house. . .  but this range right over here [pointing to the 
Fairweather Range on the map] is the living room wall. This is where I’m comfortable. It’s the 
living room, working activity space in my life. From the mouth of Lizianski [Inlet] to this range, 
and from 12 miles offshore to about Gustavus. It was a wonderful sense of feeling like I was 

home, 4,000 feet above the Brady Icefield - more so than I’ve ever felt anywhere.

She said, “Flying over it, describing it to my sister - we knew so much - 
experiences of all those years, memories of storms.”

Another woman talked about how places are connected with memories of 
“those who aren’t with us anymore.” She said, “Certain places that you go 
remind you of certain people, and what they used to do there for so many 
years."
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38 Similarly, Tlingit commercial fishermen Jim and Willie Marks and their extended families repaired 
their fishing boats while spending winters on the outside coast (Langdon 1999, pers. com.), 
where they trapped and lived a subsistence life. They had permanent tent sites in Graves Harbor 
and sometimes ran their fishing boats up on the beach on an exceptionally high tide and propped 
them up for the winter (Dauenhauer and Dauenhauer 1994:437,454).
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A man who for the last 20 years has fished in Glacier Bay during the Tanner 
crab season said, “I'll fish there forever.. .  it’s like a nice back yard.. .  it’s so 
special, I can’t even tell you.” Describing the ecological changes he’s seen 
there due to post-glacial succession: “I’ve seen it grow up there.. .  I mean - it’s 
grown up with me." And it has the “biggest shrimp in the world - what a turn on. 
Never sold them - just for us. There’s a few places [laughs, doesn’t say where].”

A Euro-American fish buyer talked about the Tlingit fishermen from Hoonah who 
fished in the former salmon seine fishery in Icy Strait:

Eli Hanlin had a big seiner - one time I asked him for a chart. He said “Oh - 1 had one around 
here someplace." They didn’t even use charts. That was their home, they knew it so well. 
They knew where the fish were from, from the taste of the liver.

A Hoonah Tlingit couple talked about being together in Glacier Bay:

So Mary and I, we spent most of the summer in Glacier Bay__ [So Mary fished with you?]
Yeah, she has - ’74 - 1 hired her as my puller (laughs). We ended up getting married [You
go fishing with him up there when you can?] She: Every year. We’re lucky our parents take 
care of our kids when we’re fishing. He: So anyway, Glacier Bay became a part of me, every 
fall. It remains that way today.

The sense of “home" may be stronger in specific locations, but it also applies to 
a large range in which one moves about. As the third generation fisherman 
who started at the age of “crawling on the boat’ said: “I guess it’s the idea of 
knowing you’ll be in a different harbor the next day.. . . ”

Essentially, all these people are talking about ways in which the places where 
they fish become “home.” For some, these are places where they grew up and 
are associated with childhood memories. All of them have places to which 
they’ve returned for many seasons. Experiences, knowledge, and memories, 
including memories of people, are tied to places where they have lived through

86

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



87
fishing and on boats.

B. Place and occupational choice

The interviews showed that many chose this occupation partly because they 
wanted to live in this area, like traveling in it, and prefer working outdoors (at 
least part of the time). Their knowledge and interest indicate an involvement in 
the area well beyond the practical requirements of fishing. Asked why they 
liked fishing, or why they stayed in it, these were the most common responses:

Independence
Being outdoors, being “in nature”
Being your own boss
Producing something real, or good
Connected to natural cycles
Travel
Adventure
Feeling of freedom
Able to live in a rural area

Diversity, always something new 
Seeing the country 
Catching fish
It’s the only thing I’ve ever done 
Challenge 
Liking the people 
Liking boats
Peacefulness of being at sea

Asked what was important to them about fishing, an Elfin Cove couple started 
with, “The places are beautiful, you're outside.” Consistently, people mentioned 
that they liked seeing the places, being outside, the variety, and the interesting 
things that happened. Residents of the small communities often commented 
that fishing was one of the few ways of making a living there. A Pelican 
fisherman said, "If I did something else, I would definitely have to move.” One 
man explained that he came to Elfin Cove in 1974 and “fell in love with the 
area,” so he went to work on a tugboat to save money to buy his first small 
fishing boat. Apparently moving to Elfin Cove at that time simply meant you 
became a fisherman. For many, it seems that fishing is a way to make a living 
and also a way to live in the environment that means the most to them.
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A fisherman in his seventies gave his reasons for choosing fishing: “You see a 
lot of interesting things, and - - seeing the country. Sometimes you can’t see 
due to weather. It's a way to make a living. You're your own boss. It has 
drawbacks - some monotony, which is not peculiar to this business." Asked 
what he liked least about it, he replied the monotony of tending gear, and that it 
interferes with other forms of experiencing the same country: “I'd like to have 
more free time in summer." [What would you do?] “Go trout fishing, go 
camping."

More occupational choices are available in Juneau and Sitka. Here are the 
answers of two Juneau fishermen in their late thirties and early forties:

- My parents would have sent me to college, but I wanted to fish. Occasionally I do some 
construction in the winter. I can't imagine being in a building with filing cabinets, and a 
window between me and the wonderful, beautiful outside world we have in Alaska.

- 1 like working for myself. I like trolling. I’m used to fishing by myself. I’ve fished so long, it'd 
be difficult to find another job. Being in nature, catching fish. 1 like boats. I like producing 
something real - it's motivating.

One Sitka fisherman answered, “You're connected to natural cycles, to 
something that’s real. It’s not TV.” And another Sitka man, a third generation 
fisherman, said:

I’ve always done it. It’s a clean living, you get to travel, you see things. People pay 
thousands to see what we see - especially around Glacier Bay Park. The mountains - guys I 
know who fished up there almost 40 years still comment on that beauty of the Glacier Bay 
area - the Fairweathers, and so on. Southeast Alaska - the places I enjoy - good beaches, 
Khaz Bay with the old mining remains. Graves, Torch Bay, Dixon Harbor - you see different 
wildlife you don't see here.

The importance of the places appeared also in what people said about
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particular locales, as respondents related information, observations, and 
experiences that went well beyond the scope of the questions they were asked. 
This quote shows the strong sense of differentiation people experience among 
parts of the study area:

I really enjoy the Bay [Glacier Bay] - yeah, it's really a beautiful area, it's really different than 
the rest of the places that we fish - you know, the Yakobi island area - is so different than the 
Bay, and Yakobi and the Bay are so different than, like around in by Icy Point and Libby 
Island, and all that area - it’s so different. And then when you get up west of Icy Point, That 
whole part is just so different - you know, they're just totally different areas, and uh - each 

one has its own beauty.

I interviewed an Elfin Cove fisherman one evening, and stopped by his boat the 
next morning as he prepared to head out trolling, a one-person operation. 
Outside of the cove, the sea and sky in Cross Sound were gray and turbulent, 
typical for November. He was busy, and only said a couple of things, one 
being, “People fish because they love the country." By then I’d done over 35 
interviews, and it seemed to fit, although it wasn’t the entire story.

Spiritual connections
In the interviews some people remarked about the spiritual power of a particular 
place, or about a sense of peace out on the ocean. One person said,
“Wherever you feel most at peace, I think that’s where your God is, and I feel the 
most at peace at sea.” He and his wife laughed about this because she feels 
differently. Explaining that she was bom in the Midwest, she described a 
frightening storm at sea. Another woman said, “Fishing is addictive . .  I’ve never 
been so happy as out on a boat. You leave all the shit on the dock, and just go 
out there.” Langdon (1998, pers. com.) suggested there may be a liminal 
element, such as Victor Turner (1969) described for the ritual process, in the 
departure from the land-bound world, perhaps especially on the first trip of the 
season. One woman, asked why she liked fishing, responded, “The major thing 
was that I got away from this world - wars, killings, ‘the uglies.’” She said:
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You're so busy, and you love the outdoors, and you're away from people, and you don't 
have any of those bum feelings, you don’t know what’s happening in the world, there's 
nothing you can do about what's happening in the world, because you're out there in the 
middle of the ocean away from everything - so, it ends up being a peaceful, beautiful trip.

But toward the end of her 27 years of fishing, she said, “I had a hard time killing 
fish, especially king salmon.. .  .1 had evidently had my fulfillment of the ocean.”

Another reference to killing fish came from a man evidently talking about 
bargaining with spiritual powers during storms at sea: “You get some amazing 
rides. You wonder - 1 think all fishermen go through that: ‘You can have all the 
fish, I’ll never do that again!’ Then the minute you’re in a harbor, you forget.”

In hindsight, it is unfortunate that I did not ask explicit questions about people’s 
spiritual connections to the study area, because I am convinced by the 
comments that fishermen made in answering other questions that they do have 
a sense of the sacredness of this place. That spiritual connection is a 
counterpoint to the claims of mainstream nature ideology that it is necessary to 
remove commercial fishermen from Glacier Bay because they believe that 
commercial fishing, unlike tourism operations, causes spiritual pollution of that 
sacred space (see Chapter 5).

Watching the wildlife
Fishermen's observations about the natural world are sharpened by the 
requirements of fishing and piloting boats, but their interests and habits of 
observation extend beyond practical needs. For example, many talked about 
terrestrial wildlife. As one said, “The Bay [Glacier Bay] and the outside coast 
have the best wildlife viewing in the region. That makes for real appreciation of 
the Park. It’s always a topic of conversation." 39 Mountain goats were

39 Because the Park is on the mainland, it has more wildlife species than the islands. Wildlife 
viewing is enhanced by wide beaches on the outside coast and, in Glacier Bay, less forest cover.
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mentioned repeatedly when I asked about important fishing places. Astrolobe 
Peninsula on the outside coast is known as “the goat ranch” because mountain 
goats come down there to have kids. Several who fished Tanner crab in the 
winter in Glacier Bay included mountain goats as part of the experience:

We were in Glacier Bay crabbing, at the time - we went overtoward Adams Inlet. My brother 
and I were deckhands on the Holly H. and it was snowing, visibility was bad, it was blowing - 1 
don’t know, 25 or so, it wasn’t too bad. But we went over there, and it’s the first time I've 
seen -  oh, I've seen mountain goats over along Boussole. . .  didn’t realize how many were 
around until we got to see a couple, three hundred there. . .  the snow had driven them 
down. There was actually seven of them about 20 feet above the high water line and then 
they just - were all over. They were white, there was lots of snow, but the horns were black. 
The skipper put the boat right next to the beach and we took about an hour off to watch 
them • which was amazing, for our skipper.

Another Tanner crab fisherman said he likes being in Glacier Bay in winter 
because you can see wildlife more clearly against the snow. Many fishermen 
said they like to fish close to the beach “so we can keep track of what’s 
happening," as one woman put it. Asked for a memorable experience while 
fishing, a fisherman recalled leaving Icy Point where there was a big rock on the 
beach. “A wolf was coming one way down the beach and a bear was coming 
down the other way. They couldn’t see each other. They were going to meet 
behind that rock. I didn’t get to see what happened.” A woman who spent 
several windy autumn weeks in Lituya Bay fishing for shrimp said, “There 
weren't many shrimp, but there was lots of wildlife," and a Sitka fisherman’s 
observations prompted him to read a lengthy unpublished wildlife study of the 
Dixon Harbor area in the Park library.

Interest in birds also extends beyond the utilitarian, although seabird 
observations can be useful indicators of fish concentrations. A fisherman 
remarked that there was a die-off of murres several years ago throughout 
Southeast Alaska, and although he collected some of them, government
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agencies couldn’t tell him what to do with the samples. A Juneau 
seiner/longliner with a large boat said his crew members are all experts on 
marbled and Kittlitz’s murrelets, small seabirds that nest in old-growth forests. 
His brother, a crew member, believed marbled murrelets would be “as big or 
bigger than the spotted owl” as an old-growth forest indicator species. 
Consequently for seven or eight years his brother kept logbooks on murrelets 
wherever they went, from Dixon Entrance to the Bering Sea. “The biggest 
density we've seen anywhere was around the entrance of Glacier Bay - 
between there and Pt. Adolphus and Pleasant Island.” Those transects are now 

in a scientific computer data-base used to study murrelets.^

The many wildlife observations suggest that these fishermen are interested in 
the natural environment around them. Their knowledge and interest are not 
limited to information that helps them decide where to set fishing gear. A Tlingit 
fisherman’s respect for environmental knowledge showed in his praise for his 
father:

You know, if it ever came to it, my dad would qualify for a doctorate in biology. He knew
everything in nature. You could be calling a seal and he’d be watching it He would look
at it and say “It isn’t believing you."

Experiencing weather and seasons
Fishermen see places in seasons and under weather conditions which few 
others experience. Tourism ceases entirely by the end of September, and 
exceedingly few non-fishermen travel to these areas after that month. The 
generally benign summer weather usually changes to storms and rain in the 
fall, often followed later by cold northerlies out of the glaciers. One said, 
“Glacier Bay is another planet in October.” When interviews were conducted in 
Pelican in October, people were looking for windows of calmer weather in

40 One pattern they discovered is that in the very early morning hours, murrelets stream south 
down Lynn Canal and north up Chatham Strait, turn the corner, and head west in a daily trip to 
feed at the mouth of Glacier Bay.
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which to catch the last of their black cod or halibut quotas. Rain was turning to 
snow, but a couple of lone fishermen in their seventies could be seen heading 
out in their boats to troll for king salmon.

The scarce winter kings are “the gems of Alaska fish” a trailer said, and bring 
premium prices. But in winter, another said, “there’s not actually a lot of time 

when the weather is ok. Its dangerous. Boats ice up.’’4-' An Elfin Cove 
fisherman pursuing winter kings complained that weather reports often omit 
Cape Spencer, and you have to run pretty far out into Cross Sound before you 
can see the conditions for yourself. In fall and winter it’s important to fish close 
to safe harbors, which is one reason why Glacier Bay, with it’s many smaller 
bays and inlets, is favored for fall fishing.

A woman who crewed on a Tanner crab boat in the winter in Glacier Bay said,
“It was incredible, a highlight of my life.. .  beautiful! The pots took minutes to 
sink because of the snow on the water. We were run out by 50 knot northerly 
winds and 15 foot seas.” Her husband remembered “crabbing in Dundas and 
breaking ice, with the winds howling." People with wooden boats need to be 
particularly wary of getting caught in skim ice if a bay starts freezing up. As one 

Tanner crabber said, “You can’t let a wood boat get iced in, it’ll cut you in half.”42 
Another crab fisherman who said he doesn’t have iron bark around his hull for 
ice protection commented that snow sometimes sits on the water in Glacier Bay 
and “it’s hard to tell when it’s ok to drive through it.” After describing winter 
wildlife in Glacier Bay, a Tanner crab fisherman recalled “one savage winter - it 
must have been minus 100 degree wind-chill every day.. .  .You couldn’t 
imagine anything alive in that environment, although we were working there.” 
Another talked about fishing in the winter and seeing “something fine like a pot 
full of shrimp” come to the surface. When you’re fishing, he said,

41 Icing on housing, rigging, decks, etc. can make a boat less stable by raising the vessel's center 
of gravity. In addition, ice often builds up more heavily on one side of the boat.
42 Here ice refers to thin skim ice on the surface of the water, said to have the effect of razor 
blades. Running even a short distance through skim ice will produce cuts in a wooden hull.
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There’s so much that can go wrong. You just have to magnify that when you’re fishing in the 
winter. If it’s eight degrees out, or whatever and the decks are ice, and it's snowed a foot, or 
whatever, it just seems to me -  amazing that anything happens in that kind of weather. Of 
course people do it all the time fishing crab, it’s not unusual, but. . .  it’s always struck me as 
miraculous.

Rain was scarcely mentioned in interviews, perhaps because its prevalence 
goes without saying in an area with around 100 inches of rain a year. One 
fisherman said it’s hard to get his boat painted in Pelican because it's especially 
rainy, so he often paints in Sitka [which itself averages 96 inches of rain per 
year (USDC 1973)]. The daily wetness can come either from the sea, from rain, 
or from both. Asked what he doesn’t like about fishing, one man replied “being 
wet,” and another said "wet gloves, cold boat, wet sleeping bag." Fog is 
common. Even when other areas are sunny, a huge fog bank usually rolls in 
from the Pacific, engulfing Cross Sound, the Inian Islands and Lemesurier 
Island in western Icy Strait. The combination of fog and strong currents there 
makes navigation by compass particularly difficult and adds to the value of 
modern electronic navigation systems.

A woman who fishes on the outside coast with her husband and 9-year old 
twins talked about rough seas:

. . .  on days when the ocean's too rough, we like to go in and walk up streams, and they go 
with us - their legs are finally long enough now - we had that period of time when they were 
too big to carry and too small to walk.

And I think it's good for them - for anybody - but I think it's good tor them to understand 
that everything in this world - - you know, there are so many things that are controlled in this 
world. . .  and you know, you get out there on that ocean, and you're at the mercy of the 
weather. I think its good for them to know that there’s things they can’t control, that they 
have to live with. And I think it’s - - 1 mean I just think it teaches them - to have some kind of 
inner strength to call on. You know, when it’s sloppy out, and it’s a long ways to the harbor, 
and you may not like it, but you gotta live with it. And - 1 think it will give them reserves later 
that they can call on -  knowing that they might be uncomfortable in a situation, but it’s not
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gonna hurt 'em.

Most people have memories of storms that they feared would wipe them out. 
The captain of one of the largest boats told of being hit by a rogue wave near 
Cape Spencer. His 80-foot boat laid over on its side with windows and the 
starboard bulwark broken. When it finally came back up, he said, “I just wanted 
to keep the engine running, to keep the bow into it.” Another recalled fishing 
alone when a swift weather change came upon him like a wall. “When it’s 
blowing that hard, icing up, the radars blow fuses.. .  I couldn’t see, it was 
snowing, and icing up." He finally reached the harbor and “After that everything 
in my life seemed real simple.”

Being a fisherman, then, involves a commitment to be in this environment 
beyond the optimum days and seasons of pleasant weather. It is an experience 
of being there when the boat shudders into a southeasterly swell and the 
scenery disappears for days in fog, rain and spray, and occasionally it involves 
worrying about the outcome.

Bodies
As part of this way of life, people’s bodies adapt to the sea and to fishing, learn 
habits, and sometimes suffer ill effects. An older woman who fished with her 
husband for many years said:

The muscles that I built up through the years - to hold my body together for this rocking and 
rolling on the ocean... I could walk just perfectly, unless it really got bad and it would throw 
me - 1 could walk, no problem at all. But now, as soon as I get where it's rocking and rolling, 
my body starts like its just falling apart.

Working in a sometimes wildly moving environment can exhaust people if they 
are not habituated to it. One fisherman said many people try fishing, but “The 
first year is the big wash-out year.” She persisted because she could endure 
the long hours, weather, frustrations, and hard work. Complaining about the
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difficulties of doing paperwork while fishing, a man who fishes alone 
commented that the government agency “says it only takes 15 minutes a day for 
this report, but when you’re slammed against the walls, awake 48 hours, 
covered in blood and gore and can hardly let go of the boat with one hand or 
get thrown overboard...

Asked how many get seasick, a Sitka fisherman said, “More than will admit it. 
Particularly in longiining, if the bait gets sour, the smell turns your stomach. 
People who are seasick the whole time don’t last. Some never feel it. For 
others it’s just the first part of the first trip [of the season].’’ A trailer who needs 
one crewman has had difficulties lately. He's tried seven or eight people in two 
years; one broke her arm as the boat left the dock, but most were too seasick 
and he had to bring them back. A woman said on her last crew job, for the first 
time, she couldn't get her sea legs at all. She felt fine on a heavy old wood boat 
that carried tons of ice and was fairly stable, but later, on a steel freezer boat 
that carried no ice she became increasingly sick until she finally had to return to 
shore.

Sleep deprivation is common because of long work hours and sometimes an 
inability to sleep soundly because of sea conditions or because one needs to 
stay half-awake to monitor the situation of the boat. Other physical problems 
were mentioned:

With long hours and weather conditions, people get repetitive motion problems - carpel 
tunnel [syndrome], I know quite a few who had surgery for carpel tunnel. Tennis elbow. 
Cleaning salmon, baiting when your hands are cold, scraping fish - it all takes atoll.

Problems with his legs prompted an older trailer to sell his “hard riding" boat 
and buy a 1920s “classic double-ended trailer.” Another fisherman's knees are 
wearing out from ocean motion. “So many hours in cold and wet, and the 
wearing action of the boat wears on joints and muscles. I go to Mexico and

96

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



soak up heat, and it quits hurting."

This way of living, then, becomes written into the body. People who fish for a 
long time develop a body wisdom for living and working in an unstable, moving 
environment in the confines of a small boat. Those unable to make that 
adaption will not have long fishing careers, and those who can may still suffer 
some ill effects.
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C. The economic value of learning about places

Knowing precisely where to fish, and how to fish there, is essential to fishing 
success and constitutes much of the difference between a novice and an 
experienced, competent fisherman. For trolling, for instance, one must know the 
depth at which the gear should be deployed, which lures are effective, and 
many kinds of timing - including timing in relation to tide cycles. All of these 
factors can vary from one place to another. Current patterns may be important 
and take considerable time to learn because of their variability from hour to hour 
and from one tide to another ^3 Additionally, a thorough knowledge of the 
ocean bottom is frequently necessary. In talking about troliing, one fisherman 
said, "These areas • Graves, Icy Point - it takes a long time to leam to fish them. 
They’re rocky. Last summer I fished Icy Point, where I’ve fished for years, and 
broke my pole in half the first day.” He has friends who fish in Glacier Bay, but 
he doesn’t “Because of that one reason - you have to go Team a new area.
Once you learn an area, and it's producing, it’s pretty hard to leave it.” Another 
trailer said “it takes a lot of time to learn an area - at least three years for a week 
or a month [each year].” He gave examples and talked about the effects of tides 
and depths. In Glacier Bay he “knows these edges” under water. “Each area

43 John Cordell studied the complex tide and current knowledge of estuarine fishermen in 
northeastern Brazil which enabled them to chose fishing locations. Among these fishermen a 
fishing spot is not conceptualized as a purely spatial point. Rather, it is always relative to the 
different phases of the lunar month which in turn are recognized as the source of tide changes 
(Cordell 1980).
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has its formulas, it takes a few years to learn an area, and Glacier Bay is one of 
those areas.”
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A husband and wife said of trolling, “it took at least ten years to know each place 
well.” She said “I know kind of what it’s like underwater too - there’s the whole 
world under the water.. . ” having fished it so often with the video sounder and 
plotter, she was aware that “there’s layers and layers of life.” He said they both 

like geology:

We generally troll 20 fathoms deep, with ‘cannonballs" to hold them down there, with 
breaking straps. If we tick them on a rock pile we’re going to lose them. So after a while you 
get this mental map of Cross Sound as if you'd subtracted 20 fathoms. We've internalized 
the geology under it. Like this moraine outside of Glacier Bay, and other places like that. 
They create eddies, places to fish, ways to get a free hde [with the current].

A retired woman who had fished with her husband talked about the Fairweather 
Grounds, a large, relatively shallow area that begins about 30 miles offshore of 
Cape Fairweather:

It’s like I can still close my eyes and I can seethe Fairweather Grounds - what it was like on the 
bottom. Because I learned that whole bottom. Once I got to a spot where I knew where it 
was • like the 40 fathom spot on the west bank - 1 can close my eyes and I can still see all of 
the west bank, you know, the nips and the ups and the downs and so on. I’m sure that all of 
the fishermen - the ones who tend to that part of the fisheries [can do this].

Knowledge of good halibut grounds is particularly valuable. Before the era of 
highly accurate electronic position finding technology, the knowledge of how to 
locate one’s halibut grounds was highly protected private property. A Hoonah 
fisherman talked about learning to fish halibut in Glacier Bay, where he and his 
crew learned the bottom features and in which direction to set the longline gear 
in relation to the strong currents: “We got to a point where we could set in 
between the reefs, without having to lose any gear.” He declined to offer details 
about these locations because “We lost a lot of gear to learn that place.”
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For fishing, then, knowledge of places is gained through expenditures of time 
and money. Faris (1977), Firth (1984) and others have noted that the mobility of 
fish resources and the “common property’’ treatment of them create a barrier to 
capital accumulation among fishermen. For although they can own vessels and 
gear, fishermen cannot own the basic productive resources. Consequently 
fishing knowledge, including knowledge of places, is all the more important, 
serving as a kind of substitute for capital. Symes says that "For small scale 
fishermen one of their most valued assets is their intellectual capital, consisting 
of detailed knowledge of the local fishing grounds and the behavior of the fish 
stocks.. .  .(1996:12). Riddington, on the other hand, suggested that 
environmental or place knowledge can be considered a technology of 
production (in Thornton 1995:5). The discussion in Chapter 3 of commercial 
fishing in Tlingit life touched on the loss to the fishermen of Hoonah when they 
could no longer seine in the difficult Inian passes, places for which they had 
developed special expertise. More about fishing knowledge appears later in 
this chapter in the discussion of fishermen’s attentiveness to changes in nature.

D. Moving about in a large region

Most of these fishermen range over a large sea territory and make flexible, 
varying use of that territory based on individual strategic decisions. Fisheries 
regulatory boundaries are generally well respected, but the freedom to range 
widely is preferred over the restrictions of boundaries. Freedom of movement 
enables individuals to respond flexibly to changes in fish populations and 
locations, fleet dynamics, prices, weather, etc. While embracing the freedom of 
the seas, fishermen simultaneously try to compensate for the disadvantages 
inherent in their lack of bounded private property by keeping fishing spots and 
other tactics secret. Their involvement in a large region is reflected in social 
relationships and in the regional character of their environmental concerns.
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Each fisherman described a persona! fishing range, which varied considerably 
between fishermen, even for those living in the same community and engaging 
in the same fisheries. An individual’s range also changes somewhat from one 
year to the next, or over the span of several years. Those interviewed 
commonly reported that they troll for salmon along the outside coast from south 
of Sitka to Lituya Bay (about 170 linear miles) or Yakutat (220 miles), in addition 
to Icy Strait, Glacier Bay, and sometimes Chatham Strait. When fishing for other 
species, however, they have a somewhat different range. With vessel speeds 
averaging only 7-9 knots (8-10 mph), these ranges require a lot of traveling 
time. People expect over time to try new fisheries and new fishing places, 
although trying new fisheries has become difficult with the increase in limited 
entry regimes. The combined ranges of most of those interviewed is the 
Southeast Alaska region, from Cape Ommaney in the south to Yakutat in the 
northwest. Some occasionally range as far south as the Canadian border and 
a few occasionally fish in the lower 48 states. It is more common to range 
beyond Yakutat to the northwest for longline fishing. The smallest ranges 
belong to those with very small boats and those who fish for Dungeness crab in 
the Beardslee Islands and Icy Strait, which they may combine with halibut 
fishing in nearby areas.

While fishing involves returning repeatedly to the same areas via the same 
general travel routes, it is important to recognize another attraction: fishing 
provides adventure and an opportunity to travel to new places: “I’ll go to a place 
just because I’ve never been there before." Economically this travel can 
sometimes be justified. Although initially one is less likely to be successful in a 
new place, learning new places expands one’s repertoire in the same way as 
does learning to use different gear types or buying a permit for another fishery. 
Over time one could enhance profitability or make it easier to survive down 
cycles in fish abundance or species prices. But adventure and a sense of 
freedom are seen intrinsically as significant benefits, as demonstrated by the
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respondent quoted earlier who grew up on fishing boats and remarked that he 
likes fishing because it provides independence, enables him to be a productive 
person, andu! guess it’s the idea of knowing you’ll be in a different harbor the 
next day." Considering the small size and slow speed of their boats, some 
fishermen from this region make remarkably long trips in the unprotected Gulf of 
Alaska. One man recently resumed fishing in the study area after a 13 -year 
hiatus duhng which he fished around False Pass at the tip of the Alaska 
Peninsula. He ran his 45-foot boat from Juneau forth and back annually for 13 
years and, "As I always said, I only sunk it once.” His boat repairs in Dutch 
Harbor were not completed until October, and “If you want a little excitement 
and adventure, try taking a 45-foot boat from Dutch Harbor to Juneau in the 
middle of October." There are other Southeast Alaska fishermen who run 
Alaska limit seiners (58-foot vessels) 1,500 miles to the Aleutians to longline for 
black cod.

The importance of territorial flexibility was emphasized in responses to a 
question about salmon caught on troll gear. This was the only species and gear 
type for which interviewees were asked to estimate the proportion of their catch 
that comes from Park waters. This proved to be a difficult request for a number 
of reasons,44 and the estimates received are therefore of uncertain value. But 
nearly everyone emphasized that the percentage of their catch coming from 
Park waters varies radically from year to year, based on the different routes the 
salmon take in migrating from the open ocean to inside waters, and on their 
own decisions about where to fish. These are answers from four fishermen:
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44 The Alaska Dept, of Fish & Game requires that a fish ticket be made out at the point of landing, 
i.e. the first sale of the fish. Fish tickets show species, pounds, etc. by “statistical catch area:" 
areas of water delineated on maps and identified by 5-digit numbers. However, for troll-caught 
salmon, only a 3-digit number is used to designate a large area, and the final two digits which 
would identify sub-areas are omitted. The 3-digit area “114” includes all of Icy Strait, both inside 
and outside Park boundaries, and Glacier Bay. As a result, both fishermen and management 
agencies have a poor record of how much troll salmon was caught inside Park boundaries. Other 
sources of difficulty for the fishermen attempting these estimates include the very different sizes 
and prices of different species of salmon.
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“In 1995,95 percent of my cohos came from west of [Cape] Spencer. The fish set in on the 
Spencer side. In 1994 my best fishing was from Icy Point to Lituya. 1996 was a low year [for 
his Park waters catch] - 90 percent of my cohos came from south of Cross Sound. So - 
cohos, through the years, about 60 - 70 percent come from west of Spencer."

“Some years 80 percent on that side, other years 50 percent. It depends on current, warm 
water, feed - it varies, where the fish come in. [Interviewer: Are there patterns?] You never 
know - it's not that easy."

“The numbers vary from year to year dramatically. Some years, 70 to 75 percent of our 
catch is from Park waters, in years when we spend a lot of the summer trolling the north side 
of North Pass."
“A low year would be 20 percent, high year about 50-60 percent, higher depending on 
where we fish kings. Cohos could be as high as 80 percent. Hard to judge. Even in years 
when the biggest body of fish is 10 miles off shore, some people fish on the beach 
because they don’t want to run out there."

“Several years ago you could hardly catch a coho on the south side of Cross Sound. The 
whole fishery was on the Cape Spencer side. Other years it’s the other way around. And 
some years the fish are out farther, beyond three miles. It would be a terrible restriction to 
close those hundreds of square miles. You go where the fish are."

“West of Spencer, it’s well over 50 percent. “ [from Park waters.]
[Later] “ There's so much variability, in different years. The main point is, it’s damn good and 
important. I wouldn’t want anybody to interpret that as, If I can't fish one place, I can go 
someplace else and make up for it. It's up to the fish. And boats can't all be crowded in one 
place."

This last person makes the point about each fisherman’s need for flexibility, for 
the ability to move around within a large area, both because of where the fish 
are and because it is preferable to fish away from other boats. A Tlingit 
fisherman from Hoonah made another point about flexibility, describing his mix 
of fisheries, which tend to require different territories:

Yeah, you know, one of the things about a fisherman is that it’s the whole game plan on how 
you make a living for your family. It’s halibut, salmon, crab; I do some gray coding and black
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coding and ring [Tanner crab] fishing - uhh, I can’t afford to lose any more. The Pacific 
Salmon Treaty has taken a lot away from us because we cant fish king salmon for most of the 
summer so it seems like we keep losing. Fortunately, there has been a lot of fish so our 
existence hasn't been threatened.

Concerns about the environment of a broad region
Aware that the fish may range further than they do, fishermen are interested in 
changes in ocean weather, current and ecosystem patterns, and they are 
concerned about fisheries habitat beyond where they fish. Since many king 
salmon caught in Southeast Alaska spawn in British Columbia and Washington, 
the ecological damage that one trailer observed in the Hoquiam River - Grays 
Harbor area of Washington made “a big impression” on him: sedimentation, 
erosion, mud bubbling with gasses. He didn’t see how fish could survive.
There was logging to the outskirts of town, chemical discharges - it would take 
decades to turn the situation around. He had read a lot about dams and other 
salmon habitat problems in Washington and Oregon and recommended some 
books about this. A Pelican fisherman said he disapproved of logging in nearby 
Hoonah and around Icy Bay, which is 235 miles to the northwest. Thus when 
fishermen work on environmental issues, they tend to have a regional 
orientation rather than limiting their concerns to areas near their communities .45

Social aspects of the regional orientation
The regional orientation of fishermen has a social aspect. In Icy Strait and 
elsewhere in Southeast Alaska small communities tend to be isolated from one 
another. No roads connect them, and residents have more reason to visit the 
nearest large town (Juneau, Sitka) for medical care, shopping, meetings, etc., 
than to visit a nearby small community. An exception to this isolation is 
connections made by fishermen. "Coding groups,” that share fisheries

45 a Petersburg fisherman who has been active for 35 years in opposing industriai-scale logging 
said the Petersburg Vessel Owners Association (a fishermen's association) first became 
concerned about logging in the mid 1960s and attempted to negotiate with the U.S. Forest 
Service because of logging they observed on Prince of Wales Island, over 100 miles south of 
their community (O'Donnell 1998, perscom).
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information during the season, and “running partners" commonly include 
people from several communities. Asked what they liked about the fishing life, 
some emphasized the people and friendships made through fishing. An Elfin 
Cove resident said “I love the people who do i t . .  and, seeing people again after 
long time. People help a boat in trouble." A Juneau woman said of the things 
she values about fishing, one is seeing a lot of places and making lifelong 
friends in Pelican, Elfin Cove, Hoonah, Tenakee, etc. “There’s camaraderie, 
friends through life. The people in each community are so different: Elfin Cove, 
Pelican, Hoonah. Whenever I go anywhere, I meet friends from over the years.” 
A fisherman who said he's been “blessed getting to know people in every 
community, “ said he loves boats and tries to get to know who is on every boat. 
With knowing people in many communities, “Beach support is always nice - 
bringing something up for dinner - visiting, watching football, playing cards." 
Often the visiting is done over the radio, after people recognize each other’s 
boats.

Social bonds between fishing people are based partly on their shared 
connection to places, in addition to their commonalities in work and values. 
Ingold (1992) discussed the awareness of a common experience of the same 
environment, an awareness he thinks does not depend on cultural 
constructions or language:

The awareness of living in a common world - the communion of experience that lies at the 
heart of sociality - does not depend on the translation of percepts, initially constructed by 
subjects from sensory data private to themselves, into the terms of an objective system of 
collective representations encoded in language and validated by verbal agreement 
[1992:47].

Although the common experience of the environment may be recognized 
without words, places and phenomena in the natural environment are a staple 
of fishermen’s conversations, a matter of unquestioned interest and a way for 
new acquaintances to establish that they share outlook and experiences. As an
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interviewer, my connection with the fishermen seemed enhanced as they 
realized I had experience in the same general marine environment, even 
though I had not been to a number of places they talked about and had 
negligible fishing experience. The key element seemed to be what Ingold calls 
“the communion of experience" of a common world.

E. A preference for wild country

This section shows that fishermen express preferences for wild country, not only 
because they believe fish habitat can suffer from some development activities 
and practices, but also simply as a personal preference. Fishermen have 
constituted a regional interest group for maintaining wild lands. Both the style of 
fishing settlements and the interviews show that fishermen do not make a point 
of creating a substantial domesticated human-use area. More like the world of 
hunters and gathers than that of settled agriculturalists, their world may not 
require a domesticated “cultural" center, with distinctive use values standing in 
contrast to “nature” or a “wild” periphery.

The best kind of place: wild country with few people 
The preference for wild, as opposed to ‘developed’ country was evidenced in 
the interviews and in life styles. In part this is due to recognition that many kinds 
of development are detrimental to fish, especially to salmon. But it also seems 
that many who choose fishing in this area as a vocation, and especially those 
who also choose to live in rural communities, did so partly because of a 
preference for wild country, a preference strong enough to determine life 
choices. Statements like “if this area gets messed up, where else is there to run 
to?” illustrate this point. Spending a large part of life in association with the 
ocean, coasts, mountains and wild country is a desired and essential part of life. 
People were asked whether there are specific places within their fishing range 
that are especially important to them, a question they could have answered
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strictly in terms of good fishing places. More often, aesthetics, wildness, wildlife 
or minimal human presence were mentioned as reasons why certain places 
were important. Someone who prefers to fish the outside coast of the Park said,

Only about 200 fishermen fish that coast a lot. Besides that, it's beautiful there. Moonlight 
on the Fairweather Mountains - the view from offshore is more beautiful than in Glacier Bay. 
The slang for it is “Going west.” You put the gear in at Cape Spencer and if you don't find 
fish, you keep going west to Yakutat.

Speaking of Park visitors, one trailer said, “People think they have to go to the 
Park to get your ‘wilderness experience’, but you can get that experience so 
many places in Southeast, less so in Glacier Bay, where there's commercialism 
all around you.” Reflecting on expanding tourism and the Park fisheries 
controversy, another fisherman said, “I hope the Park doesn’t get screwed up, 
over and above who gets to use it.” Another said he always liked to fish, likes 
being his own boss, and “I like being outdoors, and looking at wildlife. I’d rather 
be anchored alone. This is one of the few places left where you can actually be 
alone. Especially when you're fishing in the winter.” “I learned a lot about 
nature, observing. It mellowed me out - 1 just enjoy watching it." Of course one 
reason for preferring minimal company when fishing is that it means less 
competition for the fish resource.

Fishing settlement styles and attitudes about nature 
Hough talks about the “vernacular landscape" and asks, “What can usefully be 
learned from the vernacular forms of settlement that give a perspective on the 
essential ingredients of regional identity?” (1990:57). A century of commercial 
fishing and associated fishing settlements have left an exceedingly minimal 
imprint on the region's landscape, although fishing has undoubtedly affected 
the biota of the sea. The settlement style of fishing communities suggests a 
willingness to let surrounding wild country remain unchanged. Throughout the 
region fishing communities impose minimally on the terrestrial landscape. 
Houses cluster closely around a harbor, roads are few and sometimes
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nonexistent, and extensive development is absent. A fisherman who has lived 
in three or four very small communities remarked approvingly that “most fishing 
communities i've lived in have had no cars.” Equipped to move about the 
country via marine waterways, fishermen provided little demand for road 
systems.

This settlement pattern suggests little of the American settlers’ propensity to 
conquer the wilderness and alter the land. Similarly, in the interviews the 

fishermen did not describe themselves as “pioneers"-^ or as living in a “frontier" 
area. Topography, ease of water travel and the small amount of private and 
municipal land contribute to this pattern, but fishing lifestyle and fishermen's 
preferences are probably factors too, especially since these communities fit the 
pattern described for North Atlantic fishing communities (Anderson and Wadei 
1972). Gustavus, founded by settlers who intended to practice agriculture, 
provides a striking contrast to fishing settlement styles.4? The recent extensive 
logging and associated roading around Native communities undertaken by 
Native corporations and U.S. Forest Service timber sale bidders has altered the 
‘light touch on the land’ pattern in places like Hoonah, changing community 
economies, dynamics, and land-use patterns (Hoonah Coastal Management 
Plan 1997).

Attitudes about protected lands and waters
The Park is one among many lands in this region placed in some kind of legal 
protected status which limits or prohibits development.4̂  Fishermen, Tlingit 
and non-Tlingit, want to be able to fish in Park waters, and Tlingits, especially

46 in Pelican, however, people spoke respectfully of fishermen who had ‘pioneered" fishing the 
offshore Fairweather Grounds.
47 Yakutat, like Gustavus, is afforded a large plain but nevertheless is settled in fishing-community 
style, clustered around a harbor.
^  The majority of Southeast Alaska lands are part of the Tongass National Forest, established in 
1907. Of the 17 million acre Tongass, 5.7 million are designated as Wilderness Areas. Another 
727,000 acres are congressional̂  legislated as Land Use Designation II, managed as wildlands 
where logging and (usually) roads are prohibited. Hunting, fishing and personal use of wood are 
permitted on these lands.
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those with connections to Hoonah, resent their exclusion from Glacier Bay and 
other Park areas which were their ancestral home and recent food source. But 
otherwise, the fishermen seem generally supportive of protective land statuses.
A Sitka fisherman active in marine and terrestrial conservation pointed out that 
“Commercial fishermen in Southeast Alaska really supported and got involved 
in setting aside Admiralty National Monument, Misty Fjords, the West Chichagof 
Wilderness areas and Wild & Scenic Rivers.” An Elfin Cove fisherman said,
“We, as a community, were instrumental in getting Port Althorp set aside as a 
bear sanctuary." Repairing brown bear damage to the outside of his house, he 
joked, “I guess it's coming full circle - there's lots of bears, and they’re coming 
back to get us.” Protected lands statuses are seen as a means of slowing the 
advance of logging and roading. Several people mentioned that they are glad 
the Park is protected from logging and roading. Concerning marine protected 
areas, closing areas to the taking of certain marine species is a traditional tool 
of fisheries regulation, but closure of an area to the taking of all species is a 
fairly new idea. On the few occasions when I mentioned the concept of marine 
reserves, several said these could have value. However, the recent use of this 
idea to justify closing fishing in Glacier Bay made some leery of the concept.

Habitat. wild country, and politics
According to a long-time employee of the fish processing plant in Pelican, “Most 
fishermen realize that habitat is where it’s at.” A non-leading interview question 
(“Do you have any concerns about fisheries habitat?") brought many and often 
lengthy responses. Most often mentioned was logging, described as a long
time, consistent concern of fishermen. Offshore trawl fisheries were another, 
along with water pollution from industries. Some trailers^ talked about habitat 
problems affecting king salmon spawning in the lower 48 states and Canada.

49 Trawlers tow large nets, usually on the sea bottom (although there are also mid-water trawls). 
Most trawl fishing is conducted offshore in the federally-managed waters, usually by large, 
corporate-owned vessels. Many local fishermen see trawlers as a problem not only because of 
the large amount of by-catch that they take, but also because bottom-trawling damages fish 
habitat. Trotters are small-scale, owner-operated boats that catch salmon by hook and line.
Trolling is managed by the State of Alaska and is a limited entry fishery.
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Although the timber industry has been a major source of better-paid rural jobs in 
the region since the 1950s, only two of the fishermen interviewed named 
logging as part of their other work experience.^ One of those who had worked 
as a logger, and one other person, referred to family histories in the Pacific 
Northwest timber industry, but both nevertheless stated serious concerns about 
logging. A few felt that negative effects on fish are mitigated by stream 
protections in recent legislation (the Tongass Timber Reform Act of 1990), but 
most remain concerned:

I don't think clear cut logging and fishing have anything in common. I think history in the 
Pacific Northwest will back that up. We have a disaster waiting to happen. The runs are 

strong now, but if they keep logging, they wont be.

Describing the differing viewpoints of loggers and fishermen, a retired 
fisherman said this difference has existed “A long, long time, since I’ve been in 
the fishing industry.” She continued:

Loggers think they’ve left a strip alongside creek, so it should be all right. They wouldn’t 
look at another point of view. The fishermen can see what is happening - the crabs in the 
bay may be dead because the logs sat on them. The bay and creeks are muddy, they build 
up silt, and there are not as many spawners. Some creeks probably dried up - Of course, I'm 
enough of a fisherman that I would make that statement without knowing... just like a logger 
can make a statement about not damaging the creek without really knowing. And they both 
need to get together so that they both know the true facts. The one is for fishing and no 
logging, and one is for logging and has no interest in fishing, because they're not a 
fisherman.

Although only a minority participate in political activism, a fisherman who is an 
activist said, “Lots of the energies of fishing groups are consumed with fighting

50 Non-residents have traditionally made up a high percentage of timber industry employees. For 
1995 the figure is just under 50 percent (Bryan Ray, Research & Analysis Section, Alaska Dept, 
of Labor, 1998, pers. com.).
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with other fishing groups [over allocation issues]. Conservation groups are 
where fishermen do spend a lot of positive energy." A Sitka woman involved in 
fisheries organizations noted that such organizations were among the first to 
push for clean water regulations (Shirley Tuttle 1996, pers. com.), a pattern of 
advocacy that persists with regard to the state's clean water regulations (Stokes 
1993) and mining industry plans that would involve water pollution. While 
interviews were conducted in Pelican, several fishermen and a fish processor 
who are members of Pelican’s city council were instrumental in a move to thwart 
the pro-timber industry actions of the Southeast Conference, a regional 
organization representing municipalities and industries. A surprising number of 
dedicated anti-timber industry activists have pursued their efforts from tiny and 
isolated fishing communities. An Elfin Cove fisherman who used to live in a 
small Prince of Wales Island community remembered the community’s 
resistance when the timber industry arrived and began operations in the vicinity. 
“As a community we tried to slow the logging.”5i Eventually this fisherman 
moved from Prince of Wales Island to Icy Strait, which was then “pristine." 
Hoonah fishermen have been among the leaders of the opposition to Native 
Corporation logging around their village (Brakel 1995). One of them 
complained in the interview that, “Corporations are wiping out the forests and 
the Park Service doesn’t want us in Glacier Bay."

Although fishermen began protesting Tongass National Forest logging in the 
1960s on the basis that it damaged salmon streams, that claim was based on 
their own observations and knowledge, and not on scientific studies. The 
fishermen’s conclusion predated that of official science by 30 years: for various 
reasons, including but not limited to timber industry and U.S. Forest Service 
politics, solid scientific evidence that logging and roading damage salmon 
habitat in this region did not become available until 1995, with the completion of 
a major inter-agency study requested by Congress, the Anadromous Fish

51 One of the first lawsuits challenging logging on the Tongass National Forest came from that 
small fishing community and a similar nearby community (Pt. Baker and Port Protection). The case 
is Zieske v. Butz, 406 F. Supp.258 (D. Alaska 1975) (Coggins, Wilkinson and Leshy 1993:641).
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Habitat Assessment, Report to Congress 1995 (USDA Forest Service 1995).

Trawl fisheries occur in the offshore federal waters. The interviewed fishermen 
consider them a threat to their fisheries and to marine ecology. “One reason 
we fought to keep draggers [trawlers] out is they destroy the bottom - coral, and 
so forth - where the baby fish live. If they wreck that, they destroy the next 
generation." Some belong to the Sitka-based Alaska Longline Association, 
which in 1997 celebrated the success of a long campaign to have trawlers 
prohibited from fishing in the federal-managed waters east of 140° west 
longitude (east of Yakutat Bay).52 Through fishing organizations, these and 
other near-shore fishermen were involved early in efforts to bring attention to 
the problems caused by trawlers. But this has come back to bite them: several 
fishermen expressed frustration at instances of U.S. news media mis-identifying 
Alaska trollers as "trawlers."

There are pained reactions among the fishermen to finding themselves viewed 
by some national environmental organizations, tourists, and others as 
environmental bad guys in the context of the Glacier Bay National Park fishing 
issue. A fish processing plant manager in Pelican protested:

People talk about the environmental impact of fishing Glacier Bay waters. As a group 
they [small boat fishermen] are extremely green-oriented. But they see these 
enormous ocean liners in Glacier Bay increase this year in the same waters. That’s not 
supposed to have environmental impact? Confusing. The average fisherman - it’s hard 
to find somebody more environmentally conscious.

Ambivalence about hatcheries
Salmon hatcheries are a form of intervention in the natural processes of salmon 
reproduction paid for by a "fisheries enhancement' tax on the fishermen. 
Although no interview questions were asked about this, several people talked
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1997 (pers. com.).
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about hatcheries. As the Pacific Salmon Treaty subtracted king salmon from the 
troll fishery, the Alaska Dept, of Fish and Game has provided some substitutes 
in the form of troll openings for hatchery chum and king salmon. Although 
several fishermen mentioned the benefits to the hard-pressed troll fishery, 
others expressed unease about hatchery programs. One thinks hatchery 
programs are wrong because they lead to mixing with wild stocks and he’s 
concerned about fish diseases. Another said, “I don’t totally approve of 
hatcheries - I’m concerned about effects on the genetic future." One of his 
examples was the rapid increase of hatchery “jacks” - undersized males - which 
he thinks could be fertilizing eggs. “The right thing is stream enhancement and 
protecting streams.” The further domestication of fish, such as is involved in 
salmon farming, is unequivocally opposed by fishermen, who see it as 
dangerous to wild stocks and, further, as contrary to their financial interests. 
Fishermen supported passage of the law which bans fin fish farming in Alaska.

F. Wild nature regarded as ‘productive,’ and as a place to work

The fishermen see wild nature as productive of goods for human use: fish 
especially, but also subsistence food of various kinds, and wood (preferably on 
a small scale). This outlook includes an assumption that catching wild fish and 
hunting for mammals and birds (in lesser numbers) are acceptable human 
practices. Their preference for wild country and for the maintenance of fish and 
wildlife habitat has often put them at odds with the development plans 
mainstream society proposes for this area. Now they are beginning to realize 
that their treatment of wild nature as productive of resources exploitable by 
humans puts them at odds with another set of ideals held by the dominant 
society. Maintaining sustainability of harvests from nature is an important 
principle for fishermen and, at the same time, serves as the basis of their 
argument that wild nature should be treated as productive.
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Fishermen see themselves as providing something of value to society. There is 
pride in what is produced through fishing; comments included “I like producing 
something reai," and “It’s a product eaten the world over,” and “It’s a wonderful, 
beautiful product. . .  just super value protein.’’ One fisherman likes winter 
trolling “because people appreciate fresh salmon in winter, especially in 
Juneau.. . .  Appreciation of the product is important. Also the quality is higher.”

Sustainability of fisheries
The Glacier Bay Park fisheries issue has increased fishermen’s awareness that 
they are out of alignment with wilderness and wildlife ideologies. A fisherman 
in Pelican said, “Anybody in resource-based businesses now is bound to be 
looked at as environmental Nazis.” A woman captain said, “I’ve seen there are 
people who definitely feel trailers are not entitled to the way they make their 
living. It makes me sad.. .  I hope trolling can continue. We're heading toward a 
mentality that labels anybody who kills anything."

The threat that parts of the Park could be closed to commercial fishing has been 
an incentive for fishermen to state confidence in the management of Alaska 
fisheries by ADF&G and the IPHC. Recent contentious negotiations with 
Canada over transboundary salmon stocks have provided another incentive. 
Interviews for the Park report could have been seen as another opportunity to 
present a positive view of fishermen and fisheries management. Fishermen's 
primary argument for continued fishing is that these fish harvests are 
sustainable. This same argument has been used by fishermen to oppose 
various industries: because these fisheries are sustainable, fisheries habitat 
should not be sacrificed to unsustainable logging, mining or large-scale trawl 
fishing.

Aside from its use as an argument, sustainability clearly is an important value to 
fishermen, connected to their view that fishing is an honorable way of working in 
nature. One man said he likes fishing partly because he feels it is more
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sustainable than most ways of making a living. A second-generation salmon 
trailer said, “Part of the reason I fish is being in wilderness and harvesting the 
abundance of nature. It's being part of the cycle. I, and most of my fishing 
friends, have worked hard for years to conserve these runs." In other words, he 
believes that nature produces a surplus, by harvesting that surplus fishermen 
are part of the cycles of nature, and fishermen have supported good fisheries 
management and habitat preservation to conserve the fisheries. A third- 
generation fisherman whose children fish with him said, “Fishing must be 
ecologically viable. As long as the stocks are healthy, we should be able to 
continue fishing - if not, it has to be curtailed, shut down. . . .  The main thing is 
my kids, their kids, that the future generations have something there." He 
attends fisheries management meetings, as did his father. He argued that the 
management must be pretty sound, pointing to the substantial increase in 
halibut stocks since the 1960s and 70s.

One fisherman said “The state has the best record of wild salmon management 
in the world. When they took over at statehood, the runs were in dire straits.”
But if sustainability is stated as a fact in some venues, sustainable management 
is actually something fishermen question and discuss extensively. Long-time 
fishermen remember the era of depressed halibut and salmon stocks, and 
newer fishermen are aware of this history. Some of those interviewed were 
involved in the fishing that may have helped depress the small Glacier Bay king 
crab stocks. A Hoonah fisherman believes too much fishing was allowed on an 
Excursion Inlet chum salmon stock, corrected now, but “too late.” Individuals 
and the longline fishermen’s organization have been concerned that the black 
cod (sablefish) quota (called Total Allowable Catch or TAC by the North Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council) may be too large. Similarly, fishermen and 
their organizations suggested more conservative halibut quotas than those 
proposed by the IPHC staff for the 1997 and 1998 halibut fisheries (Associated 
Press 1998, Buckley 1998, Thompson 1996). Fishing is less buffered from its 
effects on the natural system than most modern occupations, and there is an
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opportunity to assess feedback from economic activities over fairly short time 
spans, although the feedback information may not be very clear. Consequently 
fishermen may think more about the sustainability of their economic activities, 
and the sustainability of other economic activities that affect fish habitat, than do 
people in most modern occupations.

In the interviews fishermen frequently saw themselves as contributing to sound 
management through providing information, having a voice in regulatory 
decision-making, and supporting decisions in favor of the resources. One 
fisherman said, “We haven't had many conflicts of the fleet saying we wanted 
more of this or that,” meaning more catch. He pointed out that most fish politics 
in these fisheries is about who gets to catch the available fish: allocations of 
salmon between the U.S. and Canada, between gear groups (e.g. gillnetters 
and seiners) and recently between commercial fisheries and the growing 
charter sport fishing industry. A Sitka fisherman worried that "The generation 
that understood the need to conserve resources is passing out of the fishery." 
Still, when the troll fishery was closed three weeks early in the summer of 1997 
due to poor coho runs, I called one of the trollers I’d interviewed and asked him 
what reactions he'd heard. He'd heard no complaints and said the reaction was 
“The cohos aren’t here, so the fishery should be closed to protect the stocks."

One fisherman phoned me to caution that fishermen too readily champion, and 
themselves buy into, a homey, romantic version of fishing, whereas he believes 
they need to see it as a form of industrial extraction. He doesn’t think good 
fisheries management is promoted by an overly kindly view of fishing. The 
history of salmon disappearance is tied to Western expansion, he said, naming 
fisheries elsewhere that have been lost. He expressed his belief that “Alaska 
has the opportunity to shatter that paradigm. Right now, we hold something
really precious in our hands ” If urban encroachment [his catch-all term for
most kinds of development] that is destructive to the environment can be held at 
bay, “as long as we preserve the habitat, the home, we can preserve the fish.”
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He believes in the value of the history and science, the depth of experience built 
up in the management agencies, and a decision-making process that includes 
fishermen. “The experiences that fishermen gather and carry over a lifetime" 
constitute invaluable knowledge which finds its way into policy-making through 
fishermen’s interaction with managers and in forums such as the Board of Fish 
(McAllister 1999 pers. com.).

Production of subsistence foods
Fishermen’s marine and terrestrial surroundings are regarded as productive not 
only of fish for the commercial market, but also of various kinds of food for their 
own consumption. Chapter 3 shows that large quantities of subsistence foods 
are harvested by Tlingit and non-Native fishermen. When I interviewed 
fishermen in the fall, several were preparing for or returning from deer hunts. 
Places are valued partly for their specific affordances of deer, seals (hunted by 
Alaska Natives), shellfish, fish, berries, and so forth. A number of fishermen 
mentioned picking strawberries and nagoonberries in Dundas Bay and Lituya, 
a type of information uncalled for by the interview questions. Lituya and secret 
spots in Glacier Bay were appreciated for supplying shrimp to eat, not to sell.

G. Observing change in nature, and learning to fish

On the land, ecological processes tend to be in fixed locations. In the ocean, 
these things move around - and happen on vastly greater scales.

- Glenn Juday, lecture on Wilderness Management, 1998

Salmon trolling is "time-consuming and mental work. It's like a pool table 
out there - everything is moving. It's draining in that way."

- Southeast Alaska trailer

Recent oceanographic research suggests that the oceans are subject to swifter
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changes than terrestrial environments. The region that is the subject of this 
study is especially prone to change even in non-oceanic aspects. The 
northeastern Gulf of Alaska is one of the most seismically active areas of the 
world. There are many large glaciers, and those that reach tidewater are 
subject to asynchronous advances and retreats, with significant changes often 
occurring within a few years. The current world-wide warming trend is believed 
to be proceeding more rapidly in northern latitudes, and interannual variations 
in temperature (which affect ecological processes) are considerably greater at 
this latitude than closer to the equator.53 in the last centuries prior to contact, the 
Native people of this area had to deal not only with major glacial changes in the 
Glacier Bay-Yakutat area but also with fairly rapid changes in sea level, of 
critical importance to coastal dwellers. Interestingly, Thornton describes Tlingit 
place names as action-oriented, often describing a process which has occurred 

or is occurring over time (1995:151 ).54

The frequency with which fishermen talked about perceiving variation and 
change in the natural environment suggests that attention to this aspect of 
nature is particularly important to their success and survival in the marine 
environment. This section deals with manifestations of fishermen’s attention to 
variation and change. As used here, change refers to (a) differences through 
time, and/or b) differences in space in a context of motion. The attention to 
changes in the natural world influences other aspects of the fishing subculture, 
most significantly, how fishermen learn their occupation. It also influences their 
‘models of nature’, often limiting them to fairly tentative, hypothetical status. The 
effects of modern electronics as a means of knowing about the environment are 
discussed here, along with the ways in which fishermen's ‘science’ interfaces 
with biologists’ ‘science’. On the social level, attending to a changing
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53 At 57° North the interannual variation in world-wide temperatures reached an amplitude of 7° 
over the period 1980-1995. As one goes south, the amplitude gets steadily smaller, and at the 
tropics is closerto 1° (Schimel 1999). (The study area centers just north of 58° N.)
54 An example is Glacier Bay, whose Tlingit name translates as ‘Bay in Place of the Glacier” 
(Thornton 1995:151).
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environment may have repercussions such as valuing long-time fishermen, 
including elders who no longer fish, and valuing long-term fisheries 
management biologists. The value placed on personal independence, and the 
fairly egalitarian social order typical of fishing cultures may also have some 
relationship to the need for the individual fisherman to apprehend changes and 
trends in nature.

The only question asked about change in the interviews had to do with 

technological change.55 in response to that question, most said the basic 

technology of their fisheries had changed little in many decades56 except in the 
sphere of electronics (mainly navigational and sonar equipment), and the boats 
had not changed greatly in recent times. But the fishermen constantly talked 
about changes in other spheres: fish prices, marketing arrangements, 
regulations, fleet dynamics, and most of all changes in the sphere of nature.
The changes in nature were on time-scales from minutes to decades and 
longer. Asking questions about statics, I got answers about dynamics, couched 
in terms of experiences, observations, and theories. Asked to name places 
important to them and places where they fished - questions that could have 
been answered with place names - they were likely to provide descriptions in 
terms of changes: the sudden arrival of a storm in that place, the dynamics of 
tides there, the changing migratory routes of fish from year to year, changing 
sea mammal populations, the silting in of a bay over decades. Attention and 
thinking seemed especially oriented to the variability of nature. Significantly, no 
one ever talked about “the balance of nature,” a popular metaphor or ‘cultural 
model of nature’ among other Americans.57 Action, of course, makes a better 
story, and story telling may be one of the fishing arts. But the actors in these

55 There was also a question about “memorable experiences,n designed to elicit stories. Some of 
their stories were about swift changes in nature.
56 Some mentioned the switch in the 1980s from “J" hooks to “circle” hooks, a small gear change 
that substantially increased catch rates in the longline fisheries.
57 Kempton, Boster and Hartley (1995:42-45) describe the balance of nature’ as one of the 
cultural models of nature frequently encountered in the course of the surveys they conducted to 
elicit American environmental values.
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little descriptions and dramas were rarely people. After the interviews were 
finished and the emphasis on a dynamic view of the environment became 
apparent, I asked another fisherman (not among those interviewed) whether 
they were always trying to figure out trends. “Oh, yeah, full-time job - all kinds of 
trends." Apparently such information and interpretations have enough 
economic value to be subject to information guarding, because when I inquired 
whether fishermen ask each other lots of questions about what trends they have 
noticed, he said:

No, it's bad form to ask a bunch of questions - but you can set up the topic. Because it's 
kind of like proprietary information - it’s bad form to ask for some without giving any. You 
could start by volunteering some information and hope others will chime in. Some people 
just do their own thing, or get their information just by listening - the ‘strong, silent types.’ 
Sometimes they’re really good, that’s why they don't want to say anything (M. Brakel 1997. 
pers com.).

Asked what he likes least about fishing, a third-generation fisherman answered

I suppose - the weather, at times. And - you can’t really control fishing. You know, the 
weather, and your catch. It has a lot to do with so many other things, you know - ocean 
survival, whether there was a really hard rain when all the fish were up the creek and 
everything got washed out, and whether - you know, just nature, you just can’t control it, 
and it has a lot to do with our fishing. So we always wonder, you know, what the season’s
gonna be like___ There’s always this question of ‘What’s the next season gonna bring?’
You never know.”

[Interviewer: You feel it’s more out of your control than most people’s ways of making a
living?] Oh, that’s what I think, yeah You can have all the knowledge in the world about
fishing, and go out there, and if there’s no fish, if Mother Nature didn’t do her part, well, you 
can - you can just lose, you know. [You didn't mention the prices.] Oh - (laughs) yeah. Well, 
the prices, of course, are important. They go up and down, like everything. And hopefully 
they’re gonna go back up (laughs).

But asked what they liked about fishing, fishermen often said, again, the 
unpredictability and change. “It’s always a challenge - you don’t know what’s
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going to happen. Just - a lot of memorable experiences. It’s a whole different 
world on the ocean, a lot of unique experiences. Not knowing what’s going to 
happen the next day keeps you going.”

Talking about the movements of salmon
In the interviews fishermen talked more about salmon and their variability and 
movements than about other target species, even though the current low 

salmon prices mean many of them make more money from other species. A 
number of reasons can be suggested for this emphasis on salmon in the 

interviews,58 but the fact that salmon especially came up in discussions of 
habitat, environment and fisheries management suggests that in some way 
salmon are ‘good to think with.’ A trailer provided a dynamic description of how 
salmon (in this case cohos) come in from the Pacific, enter Cross Sound and 
then Icy Strait, and of the fishermen’s need to apprehend their movements. We 
were looking at a larger map similar to Map 2.

The Gulf of Alaska and North Pacific raises smolts to adult salmon. They all do same thing - 
hit Yakutat, Fairweather Range, Lituya, Icy Point. The fresh water currents coming out bring 
smells out there. Fish come swimming down, available to be caught at all the points. They 
hit the north shore of Yakobi Island and turn into Cross Sound. Current drives the whole 
thing - without current, fish would just sit out there. That's why it’s geological and planetary.
It has very little to do with Park boundary lines.

The dominant current on the flood sweeps across here [pointing to Cross Sound, 
moving from Three Hill Island toward the west side of the Inian Islands] - You can actually do 
this: start fishing off Soapstone Point [On Yakobi Island on the south side of Cross Sound] 
at the beginning of the flood [tide], bounce across - get up [quit fishing and move] every 
hour or so during flood - the body of fish will move from here - to here- to here. The mouth 
of Cross Sound is the ‘river to home’ for all these fish. A few divert through South Pass 
[south side of the Inian Islands] - very few go through there. Fish come sweeping down - if 
they’re not in a hurry, they’ll turn and go back out when the tide turns, mill around Three Hill, 
or west of Wimbledon and Point Dundas. When the tide turns - depends a lot on weather - 
if it rains heavily, you get more smells from rivers - then they’ll get going. A huge body of fish

58 One reason is that after the season is over, as compared with most species, there is relatively 
little reason for fishermen to guard information about where salmon were located.
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will move through here. A huge ‘bite’ [fish biting troll gear] moves from one place on to the 
next one.

If we draw a line through the middle of North Pass and say you can fish on other side of it - 
you could drive around there forever and starve. You can move two miles and have steady 
fish, pulled in by the tides.

[Pointing again to the outside coast] Here’s how the fish come down. There's a king 
incidental catch closure from inside Icy Point. There’s a big shallow out by Dixon can 
[navigational buoy outside Dixon Harbor] where fish mill around. They hit the Yakobi shore 
by Yakobi Rock - the fish split. Some head south [instead of entering through Cross 
Sound]. Some pick up a whiff of Stikine, Taku or Chilkat River and turn in, making a big 
swoop on the flood. Sometimes the same body of fish takes several days, moving back and 
forth on the tides. Sometimes they go through in big hurry. They hit [Point Wimbledon. 
Eventually they hit the west side of Pleasant Island, then Homeshore. You don't find them 
along the Idaho Inlet side [south side of Icy Strait]. Occasionally some sweep to the south 
side of Lemesurier. On big floods [large tides], when fish are really moving, there are back 
eddies. Fish will get turned around, come back out. Rsh are moving to Homeshore, around 
[Point] Couverden, then up Lynn Canal.

The speed of fish moving through the “hot bite" in different places depends on weather 
and rain. If it hasn’t rained much, there's not much scent, so fish will mill - even if there’s big 
tides. They won’t move through the passes. A big late August rain - fish will just race 
through. Fishing, you try to move with them - over to North Is.. When tide stops and turns 
around, they'll start milling back in here. So there's about a five to seven hour window of 
opportunity, then you might as well go home. You need to make those tides. The most 
successful fishermen know how to read the fish and the water and know when to stick and 
when to move. The most successful trailers know these waters so well they can see, feel 
and sense when to move and when to stay. It can be the difference between having 30 
cohos and 100 cohos in four hours. •

He drew a map of Point Wimbledon to show how people fish North Inian Pass.

As the [incoming] tide comes by, it hits this reef and the big flat rock face on the shore that 
has a 30 degree slope. It accelerates, creates a back-eddy - almost a vacuum. The current 
running 5 to 6 knots creates a vacuum, pulls water out, creates a back-eddy and returns it to 
this slot [points]. Along a dividing line between water going one way and that going the 
other way, there are whirlpools. Fish are excited by the turbulence, and bite aggressively.
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Ideally, you hold your position into the current right on the leading edge of the highest 
velocity point. When the current is running, we're doing 2 to 2 1/5 knots through water at 
full speed. But the current is going 6 knots the other way, so we’re actually losing 4 knots.
So after 45 minutes to an hour, we've actually lost two miles of ground. You want to be back 
up here [points)]. So when you get back 1/3 of way between Point Wimbledon and Point 
Dundas, take a right turn behind the whirlpools [crossing the eddy-line into the opposite- 
flowing current] and you are swept back toward front of the pack.

As the tide continues through its cycle, the back eddy gets pushed further towards 
Lemesurier, until the whole gyre happens over across the southwest face of Point Dundas.

[His wife:] Some days people don't want to deal with the tide, or the kelp monsterss9 - 
they’ll fish the pocket in a circle - so there may be boats almost nose-to-nose with those in 
the Wimbledon current, but they are fishing in the pocket, going another direction. It’s 
confusing to look at. If you miscalculate, you get swept off. You have to pay attention to 
water. The “kelp monsters" - a lot of them are floating turbulently - you can maneuver, but 
can't really avoid kelp, you just have to haul your gear continuously.

Interestingly, another fisherman of the passes reviewed a draft of this paper and 
commented that after 10 years he had learned how to avoid the “kelp monsters.” 
Noticing that one fisherman almost never got “kelped," he started thinking it 
might be possible.

Then I started seeing the lines between the kelp and how they formed consistently 
depending on the strength of the current, etc. How sometimes the lines would form almost 
at the last instant, and by being in tune with the possibilities and past patterns you could 
anticipate where the gap would form and, with just subtle changes in speed and course, 
you and the gap would materialize at the same spot almost as if by magic [Jordan 1999, 
pers. com.].

Some trailers dislike that crowded, intense fishing in the passes. One said “I 
hated fishing the [Inian] passes. You need a different psyche than I have for 
that. I love to do long passes [long sweeps], not sit in a cramped place.” These 
people prefer to fish on the outside coast, even though it means being exposed

59 “Kelp monsters" - masses of floating kelp that move through on the current and cause 
problems by hanging up on the trolling lines.
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to open ocean conditions. Different kinds of changes were described for the 
outside coast: storms, changes in water color, salmon moving closer to shore or 
staying farther out, river currents entering the ocean, whales, the changing 
distribution of sea lions. Some unusual sea life was reported, including species 
normally found only further south. Since many people both troll for salmon and 
longline for halibut and black cod on the outside coast, statements about the 
outside coast may derive from experience in several fisheries.

Salmon bound for Lynn Canal are said to take a clockwise course, hitting the 
coast to the northwest of Cross Sound and moving down. But there are also 
northbound salmon which instead of always entering through Cross Sound, 
“sometimes come up Chatham [Strait], other times up the outside coast. It’s 
been documented. If they go up Chatham, we miss it." Cross Sound is the 
usual entrance to inside waters for salmon bound for streams in the northern 
half of Southeast Alaska, and a fisherman from Sitka said, “Fish come from all 
directions heading to Cross Sound, like a big funnel. Nobody really knows the 
directions they're coming from. It’s just like heartbeats, they come in pulses." 
Salmon run timing is always a question. A fisherman who likes to end the 
summer up at Yakutat as the fish headed for Yakutat-area streams arrive said, 
“This year they came really early - we missed them. Year before last they came 
real late. Year before that they were right there when they should be. Who 
knows what goes through the mind of a fish?"

Many trailers spend part of their season pursuing salmon in rocky near-shore . 
areas. Trolling boats usually move through rocky areas in patterned 
configurations calculated to avoid hitting a rock with the hook-and-line gear 
suspended from the trailing poles. Trailers call these patterns “drags" (not to be 
confused with trawler's drags, which involve a different kind of gear). One 
woman said:

Then there’s the characteristic of the drag, which is the big thing. The fish may be schooled
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up in these pockets, and you have to go in there and - get them out of there! (laughs) Or 
sometimes they’re not in there - so you drag differently - you know, one day you might drag 
totally differently than the next day. But you have to have the ability to change, you know - 
to figure out what it is that's going on for that particular day. If anybody could ever figure out 
what fish were going to do from one day to the next, you’d probably be rich (laughs) - you 
can't do it - just when you think you've figured it out, something changes.

Other phenomena
The behavior of feed fishes was a common topic. On the outside coast, “ The 
feed is thick there most of the time.. .  .You usually look for feed - herring, 
needlefish, capelin, other kinds. By Icy Point the capelin are thick at times - the 
cohos are feasting." Another said, “Some years there’s a tremendous amount 
of feed. Some tides it's thick. It generally lays right on the bottom and doesn’t 
ball up.” Numerous reports and theories concerned changes in marine 
mammal populations and distributions, of interest partly because some marine 
mammals and fishermen are competitive predators. People talked about 
variations in the water on the outside coast.

One of the things that’s really interesting in the water over there is the mixture of silt, fresh 
water and salt water. It’s a unique ecosystem of its own. There's a lot of fringe effect there - 
you’ll see a lot of variation in water temperatures, of 10 degrees even, going from the glacier 
runoff water to the much warmer ocean water. And what we caU “feed" seems to like that 
stuff. There's lots of feed in that habitat. So it seems to be good habitat for sea life - you
know, birds, fish, marine mammals It's a dynamic thing, it varies a lot with the tides - the
big tides flushing out of the Sound, and Alsek River,Dry Bay. You'll see the slate-colored 
water, glacial water coming into the bluer ocean water. You try - as a commercial fisherman - 
to figure out patterns of what fish'll be doing. And - I’ve never been able to get anything that 
works consistently, to figure it out. Basically, fish are where you find them - and sometimes 
they’re in the dark water, sometimes they're in the green water. But there is this really 
complex interaction in the salt water, and the wildlife that lives there.

The effects of glacial rivers entering the sea were variously described. One said 
that close to the beach the force of the rivers acts like a small breakwater. “If it’s 
blowing hard, you can anchor on the downwind side of these rivers, and the
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river will act like a small breakwater.” Asked about this, another said he didn’t 
find any breakwater effect, and one fisherman, who has spent fewer years in the 
area, said:

You can be driving up the coast, and it can be flat calm, and then all of a sudden boom, 
you’re in some really nasty stuff. That’s where it acts up - in front of those rivers. It’s the wind 
and currents coming out... There’ll be a forecast of variable 15, and next thing you know its 
blowing 40 and you're in 20 foot seas. Then, before you know it, you’re out of it.

A number of people mentioned an anomaly in the water close to the coast that 
some believe has to do with fresh water.

There’s glacier water along the entire coast - it's very silty. It’s known as the “mink trail" - it’s 
from calmer, silty water on top. I guess it’s heavier. So when it’s rough outside of 10 
fathoms, you run as close as you can to the beach. As you move through it, there’s a clear 
patch behind you.

However, another fisherman commented: “There are ‘mink trails’ all over the 
coast. They have to do with traveling, like mink, along the beach... the silty 
water has nothing to do with it being called a ‘mink trail’.” Another man 
remembered “Coming home on the Loualda, down the mink trail... We went 
from heavy swells over the bow to less bad - it was a salvation, like being in the 
lee."

Concerning changes from year to year, one trailer said the lack of an El Nino 
pattern in the previous two years resulted in fewer king salmon here in the 
winter. Others remarked that in the last three or four years in summer there has 
been an increase in warm-water fishes, even sunfish. Another fisherman said 
in recent years “the Pacific storms are veering below us.” He is curious about 
shifts in weather patterns, so when he is in Skagway he talks to cruise ship 
passengers from other parts of the world about what they have noticed.
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Glacier Bay had its share of change stories. A person who has fished there in 
fall and winter said, “I like the season changes," and described a heavy snowfall 
in Giekie Inlet. Several mentioned that because their boats are slow they plan 
their Glacier Bay trips to get around with the help of the tides. A trailer noted 
that Glacier Bay marine water has a large admixture of fresh water:

Any time there's a higher fresh water percentage, the fish are slimier. They change color 
depending on what color water they’re in. In the Bay they lighten up, they’re not as blue or 
green. When they first come out of the water, they’re grey-green, then they change to a 
normal color. It may be a defensive protection against seals.

Crab fishing could be expected to produce less dynamic descriptions than 
salmon, given the relatively stationary habits of crabs. However, the following 
description from a Tanner crab fisherman combines changes in crab 
distribution, tree distribution, competing marine mammal predator distribution, 
isostatic uplift, weather and ice conditions. He said in Glacier Bay there are a 
lot of crab, and a lot of places with no crabs “just because it’s new.”
[Interviewer: you’ve seen crab moving into new areas?] “Yes - I’ve seen it grow 
up there.” When he first fished there, there were no trees past a certain point; 
now there are trees. Glacier Bay in winter, he said, “is a place to respect:”

every time you think everything's ok, something else happens, it’s just like a big surprise, 
it’s a roller coaster. “ [Interviewer: What kind of surprises?] “Weather - just, ‘whether we do or 
whether we don’t’ (laughs). When it’s nice, it’s just like really nice. That’s why - Beardslee 
islands, I really like them - what a place! - One of these days we won't even be able to get 
the boat in there, and out. [Getting too shallow?] It's probably coming up. Like, the weight 
of the glacier was all on there, and now it’s coming up.

[Later:] God, there’s seals - like, it’s going to ruin the Beardslee Islands for crabbing, for me. 
[Interviewer: Wait, the seals or the sea otters?] No, the otters are up there now too, but the 
seals eat crabs too [Tanners?] Yeah, and Dungies [Dungeness crab], and - I've never seen 
one with a king crab, but I’m sure they eat them too. No, there’s like packs of ‘em, in the 
Beardslees, last time I was in there - that was a few years ago now - and, they’re cruising 
around [Was that an increase?] Yeah - yes, I mean way, way more than I even can imagine.
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We were running around, and there’s at least a hundred of them, and there’s a few different 
packs, in the Beardslees, running around, looking for food - it was actually pretty cool. I let 
them alone - I got out of there. Then, right after that, I made a big jump, up to Queens, you 
call it - Queen and Rendu [inlets in the upper west arm of Glacier Bay], and it was like ice, like 
ice way out to Composite Island, just, like solid, a couple feet thick. Not snow. It was cold. 
That’s why they weren’t up there. That’s what I think. [So - you see the seal distribution in 
the winter] I’ve never seen anything like it - they just - exploded. [Well, you said 100.
That’s not really very many, or did you mean that?] Oh, for Beardslees, yeah, it is. They 
were just schooled up there, looking for food. But I went up there where they live, and it 
was all iced in. [Oh, so normally you see them up, like in Queen?] Yeah - or, Rendu, and 
Tarr, and in front of Lamplugh.

Another crab fisherman said Muir Inlet in Glacier Bay does not have lots of 
harvestable Tanner crabs yet, but it may soon. Often, he said, Tanner or 
Dungeness crab are found in a place one year, but are not there the next. A 
Dungeness crab fisherman said crabs have different temperaments depending 
on where they live.

Areas both inside and outside of Glacier Bay were reported to have grown more 
shallow over the years or seasonally. As mentioned above, the Beardslee 
Islands were said to be rising due to the removal of the weight of glacial ice 
(post-glacial rebound). An Elfin Cove oldtimer remembered anchoring in 30 
fathoms in Adams Inlet, “but now it’s filled in.” Many people mentioned that 
Thistle Cove, in inner Dixon Harbor, was formerly favored as an anchorage but 
has silted in and is now too shallow to use. A Tlingit who used to fish out of 
Hoonah remembers that “When the tide first changes, the fish came through the 
pass on the east side of Taylor Island. It used to be a real pass, but it silted in.” 
Lituya Bay “is silting in, but it’s still deep.” The bottom of Dundas Bay was said 
to change seasonally.

Foreknowledge about changes in weather is often important. A woman who 
fishes with her husband told about a storm that scared her. “It was forecast for 
35 but it blew about 80. We were offshore in about 30 foot seas.” Another storm
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story suggests the importance of intuition and small signs of change. Asked 
about memorable experiences in Park waters, a fisherman from Sitka said:

I could think of quite a few. You know, just beating a storm one day. When I think about 
being up there - 1 just had - ah, an idea that a storm was coming, and it was flat calm, it was 
just flat calm, there was just this little swell starting to build, and I told the guys, 'Well, you 
know, I'm gonna leave.” And I got across over to Lisianski by dark, and by the time I got in 
there, it was rough, and the guys that delayed - they got stuck. Matter of fact, one of them 
got in real trouble, and ah, I think about that often when I've been up there.

Fishermen as sources of ecological information
An earlier part of this chapter discussed how fishermen’s ecological knowledge 
and concern for fish and wildlife habitat have led them to critique and oppose 
some kinds of economic developments. Relatively few studies have examined 
fishermen’s ecological knowledge. However, as part of a larger study of 
commercial fishing in Southeast Alaska Steve Langdon (1977) examined the 
interrelation of technological and ecological variables in salmon fishermen’s 
ecological knowledge. The different types of gear and fishing methods 
influence what users need to know and also enable or fail to enable them to 

learn certain things.60 in another part of the world, marine biologist R.E. 
Johannes (1981) collected ecological information from the fishermen of Palau 
in Micronesia, where the water is relatively clear and the fishermen hunt fish 
underwater using goggles and spear guns. Compared to Alaska fishermen, the 
Palauans are less dependent on inference because they have the opportunity 
to observe fish behavior.- Johannes found them an extraordinary source of 
information.6i

60 Langdon compared trailers and seiners. Both leam about fish migrations, but seiners leam 
more about schooling behavior and about the diving behavior of chum salmon. Trailers, on the 
other hand, leam about water temperature and temperature clines, which they monitor with 
thermometers, about the olfactory senses of salmon, and about aspects of their feeding behavior.
61 Johannes is Principal Research Scientist at Australia’s Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organization, Div. of Fisheries & Oceanography. He said “I gained more new 
information using this approach than I had during the previous 15 years using more conventional 
research techniques. This is because of my access to a store of unrecorded knowledge gathered 
by highly motivated observers over a period of centuries" (1981 x).
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If interview questions had been deliberately designed around the theme of 
changes in natural phenomena, additional and more refined observations 
about changes might have been provided, although limited to some extent both 
intentionally and unintentionally. Acheson says “The reluctance of fishermen to 
share information about skills has been very widely noted,” and quotes Roald 
Anderson’s remark that fishermen “treat this often hardgained information as 
scarce capital” (Acheson 1981:290). Gisli Palsson found that when he 
interviewed Icelandic fishermen regarding the bases for their fishing decisions, 
they were somewhat reluctant to discuss their fishing tactics. According to 
Palsson, this was the result of competition and secrecy, the value they generally 
place on independence and modesty, and also due to the difficulties they have 
in verbalizing their complex experience and intuition (Palsson 1994:919). The 
difficulty in verbalizing some knowledge may relate to what Borofsky (1994, 
quoted in Chapter 2) had to say about implicit knowledge.

The capacity of Southeast Alaska fishermen to provide information about 
changing ocean conditions and fisheries has not gone unnoticed. In the 1980s 
a Troll Logbook Program was operated by the Alaska Trailers Association (ATA) 
with the help of funding from other sources. Trailers who volunteered for the 
program kept logbooks that included data about feed, salmon catches and 
abundance, marine mammals, and other significant observations. The funding 
paid for a biologist to maintain the data. Among its contributions, the program 
helped verify the existence of a high-seas foreign net fishery for salmon. One 
interviewee claimed the Logbook Program “was the most significant collection 
of data of the coastal zone ever.” According to the director of ATA, many 
participants regretted the termination of the program due to lack of funding 
(Kelly 1998).

Learning to fish in a changeable environment
What is the process through which a fisherman learns about a natural world that
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is perceived as highly changeable? Summarizing the information from the 
interviews, it appears that among these fishermen, learning to fish, including 
vessel operation, is thought to consist ideally of some informal apprenticeship 
by crewing with a good skipper (who may be trying to limit the information he 
imparts to this potential competitor), some talking with other fishermen - 
especially with experienced “oldtimers” - and a lot of first-hand experience, for 
which there is no substitute. Continued attentiveness to the changing natural 
phenomena is essential.

One of the younger people interviewed, who considered himself kind of a 
newcomer because he had only fished with his own boat for 10 years, said, 
“There’s people here [oldtimers] who can catch fish when they aren't biting. 
That’s why people like me have to go out now [in November in poor weather] - 
so we can put in our time, and learn what they know." The person interviewed 
who had the fewest years of experience revealed some of the tactics of a 
learner. “The problem is,” he said, “when you find a real good deckhand, they’ll 
stick around a year or two until they learn it, then they’ll go off on their own. Like 
I did - 1 shopped around so I could get on with a good fisherman.” After talking 
about being taken by surprise by seas near the outside coast rivers, he said, 
“Every year you go up there, you learn more and more stuff. And - listening to 
the oldtimers talk.” He then talked about the length of time it takes to learn to 
fish specific locations. Some fisheries are easier to learn. A Dungeness crab 
fisherman said of his fishery: “It’s a horrible fishery for the ease of learning 
where experienced ones set their pots. I've seen some people driving around 
writing down where pots are set.”

Learning patterns have been described for Iceland, where fishing skippers are 
required to have a license. Their training process begins with time spent as a 
deckhand followed by two years at the Marine Academy, and then a period of 
formal apprenticeship. Icelandic fishermen believe that ‘real’ schooling takes 
place in actual fishing. “Outdoor” learning is emphasized, with frequent
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derogatory remarks about those whose learning is only academic. Palsson and 
Helgason say: "No formal training can cope with the flexibility and variability in 
the real world. Therefore, there is little, if any, connection between school 
performance and fishing success" (Palsson and Helgason 1996:49).

Ingold, talking about the education of hunters, writes:

. . .the fine-tuning of perception and action that is going on here is better understood as a
process of enskillment than as one of enculturation For what is involved is not a
transmission of representations, as the enculturation model implies, but an education of 
attention. Indeed, the instructions the novice hunter receives - to watch out for this, attend 
to that, and so on - only take on meaning in the context of his engagement with the 
environment (1996:40-41).

In his description of learning to seine for salmon in the strong currents of the 
inian Islands, a Tlingit fisherman from Hoonah gave an example of what Ingold 
calls the "education of attention:”

It was uncanny the way they read the tides out there. Sometimes my uncle would call me up 
and tell me “Watch the tides." And later on he would ask me, “What did you see?" And I said 
‘ I saw some tide rips coming in.* And he asked me. ‘Did you count them?” And “Which way 
they running?" He was grooming me, and I didn't know that.

Knowledge of the changing environment depends on constant engagement 
and use. Palsson says that in Iceland, advice from former skippers is useful,
"but here again, what counts is what the skipper does with his information on 
the spot, during actual fishing” (1994:916).

A trailer said that with management regime changes required by the 
U.S./Canada salmon treaty, the inside waters king salmon fishery nearly 
disappeared because it was too haphazard. Old-timers who fished out of 
Petersburg and Wrangell, and who fished only the inside waters, "had lots of 
specific knowledge about tides and weather -  then they'd look at a certain
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place and find fish." He feels that as these oldtimers retired or died “that 
knowledge has been lost from our gene pool.” His comment brings up the 
embodiment of knowledge in the individual person that is recognized in these 
fisheries. People are not interchangeable; individuals have knowledge inside 
them, and they inevitably take much of it with them when they go.

Another example of the embodiment of knowledge comes from a Tlingit seine 
captain. Asked how he used to set and haul his seine when the Inian Islands 
were open to net fishing, he answered, “I can see it, I just can’t say. . .  you know 
what’s going to happen, and people ask you how you know - 1 just know!” This 
suggests the implicit knowledge based on the experience of regularities that 
Borofsky (1994) talked about, which he said is not readily verbalized or made 
conscious.

Modern electronics and fishermen’s knowledge
Most fishing boats now have sophisticated electronic equipment. Refinements 
in sonar equipment help find fish; global positioning system (gps) plotters are 
important for fish finding, locating bottomfish and crab fishing sites, relocating 
pot and longline gear, and navigating. One fisherman said you used to be 
watching for landmarks, but “now you follow a little green screen around.” M. 
Estellie Smith suggests that this leads fishing to move “from an occupational 
style based on creative and interpretive skills to one based on the ability to 
operate machines."

As the dependency on manufactured equipment increases, individuals lose the knowledge 
of creativity; the boats, nets and sails, as well as the lore of sailing, weather conditions, 
currents, behavior of the biomass - all are being replaced by a reliance on tools and sen/ices 
provided by the government agencies or marine suppliers from whom they are purchased 
(M. Smith 1996:16).

Chapter 3, however, provided evidence that Southeast Alaska fishermen often 
undertake complex remodeling and repair work on boats and gear, and need to
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know how to make repairs under difficult conditions at sea. And, as one man 
said, "There’s so many kinds of gear and ways to rig up, using your imagination. 
Longline gear - getting the gear out and back in decent shape - there’s a lot 
involved."62 Electronics unquestionably reduce the amount of individual trial- 
and-error learning required to become a competent fisherman and navigator. 
However, knowledge of the environment, as described in this chapter, still 
depends on many faculties and inferential abilities in addition to looking at 
electronics. A fisherman commented: “Electronics make it easier for people 
who don't know a lot,” and “give you a lot of freedom, but accumulated 
experience still means more than electronics.” Another believes that 
electronics allow you “to think of your relationship to the fish and the 
environment in many more dimensions." Palsson and Helgason argue that 
while in some fisheries technological and economic changes have resulted in 
rapid deskilling, for Icelandic fisheries electronics have not resulted in 
“deskilling." Attentiveness continues to be one of the central assets of the good 
skipper and, just as before, it demands lengthy training. “The skipper’s universe 
is very different from that of his colleagues of earlier decades, but what shows 
on the screens of the radar, the computer, and the fish-finder is just as much a 
‘natural sign’, directly sensed, as birds in the air or natural landmarks" (Palsson 
and Helgason 1996:51). Experienced Icelandic skippers speak of knowing the 
details and the patterns of the sea bottom “like the backs of their hands," and 
thanks to technology, “the experienced skipper is better able to see’ the fish, an 
otherwise invisible prey, and the landscape of the seabed" (Palsson and 
Helgason 1996:49).

Knowledge and fishing success
If experience is so important, one would expect fishermen who have fished 
longest to be the most successful in terms of catching fish. This may be true in 
situations where fishing is more thoroughly driven by economics, such as the 
offshore fisheries of Iceland. But in many fisheries additional factors are

62 Loss and damage to gear is a significant factor in the longline fisheries.
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important and affect how long and hard people work. Both anthropologists (e.g. 
Durrenberger and Palsson 1989, Palsson and Durrenberger 1990) and many of 
the interviewed fishermen say that long, hard work is an important, some say 
the most important, determinant of fishing success. Older fishermen may have 
reduced financial obligations and want to take it easier, especially if they are not 
responsible for the earnings of several crewmen. A respected elder trailer in 
Pelican said, "You can fish to the degree that you want to,” which is probably 
more true in some fisheries and circumstances than others. Langdon (1982), 
examining the various economic arrangements between Southeast Alaska 
salmon seine skippers and fish processing companies, found that the most 
successful skippers in terms of catch were those whose boats were mortgaged 
to a processor. He hypothesized that these economic arrangements pushed 
them to fish harder than their colleagues.

Palsson and Durrenberger (1990:137) cite Courtland Smith to the effect that 
satisfaction with fishing among salmon trailers off Oregon may not be related 
entirely to the catch or the value of the catch. In the interviews I conducted, non
economic satisfactions were frequently mentioned. The following quotes from a 
man and wife in their thirties describe both non-economic satisfactions and the 
opportunity to set one’s own pace. He said: “You work hard, but you're free to 
go at the pace you want. It’s a way to make a living and insert the quality of life 
you like. There’s times we've run to a place to fish just because we wanted to 
see it.” His wife said about fishing, “There are unusual things you can’t 
experience any other way." The paces fisherman set for themselves affect their 
fishing success.

Models of nature
As described in Ch. 2, Ingold argues that it is not necessary for people to first 
construct a view of the world in order to apprehend it. He uses hunter-gatherers 
as an example of direct, involved apprehension of the environment, although he 
does not set them up as unique in this regard:

134

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



135

. . .  the more skilled the hunter, the more knowledgeable he becomes, for with a finely 
honed perceptual system, the world will appear to him in greater richness and profundity. 
New knowledge comes from creative acts of discovery rather than imagining, from attending 
more closely to the environment rather than reassembling one's picture of it along new 
conceptual lines [Ingold I996b:l42]

Commenting on Ingold’s statement, a fisherman who reviewed parts of this 
thesis said he believed “creative acts of discovery” sometimes do involve 
imagining and conceptualizing new possibilities. For the troll chum fishery, he 
and others had to conceptualize different systems of gear, and equipment to go 
with them, after locating fish they thought might respond. On the other hand, he 
said that “In fishing you always need to be looking ahead, tuned into and 
focused totally on what is,-as opposed to what was, what you expected, or what 
was supposed to be happening.” So ‘models of nature' can be important, but 
much of the time they are secondary to apprehension and perception.63 And 
models of nature can even get in the way when you are dealing with a highly 
variable environment. Fishermen's models of nature might be discovered in 
their explanations for phenomena and in the terms they use for communicating 
about phenomena. The information from the interviews seems inadequate to 
draw conclusions concerning such models. There is some negative evidence: 
no supernatural explanations were offered, and, as noted earlier, the notion of 
the ‘balance of nature’ did not appear. The terms they used suggest that they 
subscribe, at least loosely, to some current concepts: “ecosystem,” “El Nino,” 
and “cyclic," to name three. The notion of “cycles,” as in "king salmon are in a 
cyclic downturn,” did not seem to imply simple repetition, like the turn of a 
wheel, but a more irregular and imprecise repetition of a similar pattern.

It seems likely that most fishermen see nature as a complex, dynamic affair of 
many interacting factors not necessarily in equilibrium. Fisheries

63 it would be interesting to know whether for people with less experience of nature the reverse 
can be true, with models sometimes having priority.
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anthropologists (e.g. Acheson and Wilson 1996, M. Smith 1996, Wilson and 
Kleban 1992) suggest that fishermen’s conceptions of nature are closer to the 
newer notions of chaos and complexity in scientific thought than to the scientific 
underpinning of the standard approach to fisheries management: stock 
recruitment subject to linear modeling, wherein the relationship between stock 
size and fishing effort can be described mathematically and marine ecological 
systems are presupposed to tend toward equilibrium. Whereas graphs are the 
output of linear modelers, the chaos model argues that 1) any open system is 
susceptible to new input; 2) any initial condition can generate consequences 
that intensify up systemic levels (M. Smith 1996:208). This suggests that it is 
difficult to have full rationality of action. Smith says that most fishermen 
perceive natural processes as complicated, dynamic and sensitive to small 
initial perturbations. She quotes a fisherman who said, “It took me more than a 
decade to learn something about how it is out there, how to be a good 
fisherman - and then I’m only right some of the time because any little thing can 
make a big difference" (in M. Smith 1996:208). Acheson and Wilson argue that 
fish populations are highly chaotic, and “Even if fisheries are not chaotic, they 
are certainly complex, as Donald Ludwig et al. (1993) have pointed out. In 
either case, fisheries are unpredictable. The problem is how to manage without 
the ability to predict outcomes" (Acheson and Wilson 1996:584).

During the writing of this paper I asked for comments on the description in the 
proceeding paragraph of fishermen’s views of the natural order. One fisherman 
replied, “This place changes! And I can give you a bazillion reasons.. . .  How 
many of these things happen once, like the king crab boom? This is a big 
rolling environment. . .  .There's no two years alike, no matter what you're 
measuring" (McAllister, pers. com.). Another remarked, "If it was in equilibrium, 
where would be the challenge in seeing and figuring out how things were 
different this season?" (Jordan, pers. com.).

Changeable though nature may be, fishermen try to discern patterns and
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trends, and to discover relationships among variables. The fishing fleet harbors 
many theorists and experimenters. One trailer joked about getting a grant to 
study his theory about changes in coho migration. A Tlingit trailer thinks about 
the effects of electric fields:

A zinc is an anode that you put on your boat to protect the metai that needs to be protected 
[from electrolysis] such as the prop, the rudder, the rudder shoe. Anyway, it turns out that 
the zinc creates an electric field around the boat because you have a stainless steel wire 
going down beside the bite. The fish can feel it. You know, I have my own theories about 
how fish migrate. They say they do it by smell, but what do they smell when they get out 
there? So I think it's all electrically, in my opinion, electrically related. It turns out if you have 
the right electric field around the boat you catch more fish...  [How do you modulate the 
electric field?] Well, there's a lot of theories and I'm still working on mine.

Although they think certain relationships usually obtain, fishermen readily admit 
failures in discerning relationships and patterns. A second-generation salmon 
trailer who has fished 38 years said “The only thing we know for sure about 
salmon is, we know nothing.” Thus many inferences were stated tentatively, or 
put forth as hypotheses.

Valuing long experience: fishermen's knowledge and biologists’ knowledge 
Fishermen’s efforts to discern trends - differences through time - suggests that 
1) by observing over a long period of time, they try to avoid the problem that has 
been called ‘the invisible present’- seeing things in the present but being 
unable to understand their significance due to the lack of time-series 
information - and that 2) they value depth of experience in others. There is 
evidence in the interviews that people who have long experience are 
respected. This is true for both fellow fishermen and fisheries biologists. There 
is a definite sense of respect expressed for ‘elders’ among the fishermen, 
usually referred to as “the oldtimers,” even though there is not necessarily an 
expectation that these people will share their knowledge.
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The value of time depth - for discerning trends, or for learning that you have not, 
after all, discerned trends - also causes fishermen to positively value long-term 
fisheries management biologists, particularly those who reciprocate that respect 
and avail themselves of information offered by the fishermen. Conversely, one 
would expect fishermen to doubt the value of short-term agency personnel.

Fishermen are quite interested in the data and theories of fisheries biologists, 
but they evaluate these critically. One fisherman said he doesn’t think the test 
fishing for black cod is adequate [to determine biomass and population 
structure], and the management seems “a bit dangerous” to him. They like to 
learn where their tagged fish come from, and ADF&G obliges by supplying a 
printout at the end of the year showing where the tags they personally returned 
originated:

I had a 10 percent tagged ratio [of winter king salmon in Glacier Bay] several years running. 
Got a print-out of them from Fish and Game: out of 15, three from Canada, some from 
Washington. Feeder kings. Took them to Fish and Game, and on the spot they got the data 
from the wire tags. But when people bring them in, they can’t be used for their random 
sample.

Another fisherman said he gives biologists information, but he thinks the 
biologists know more than he does because they are privy to confidential 
information about fishermen’s catch from the fish tickets (and probably also from 
port samples taken from catches). This suggests that he thinks the biologists 
know more, not because they differ from fishermen in being ‘scientists,’ but 
because they have access to more data, some of which is fishermen’s catch 
data or comes from talking with fishermen.

The evidence of communication and a fair amount of mutual respect between 
management biologists and fishermen is interesting because the contrary 
situation is so frequently reported for other parts of the world. An extensive 
article about the sea in The Economist that discusses overfishing states: "The
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obvious answer is to manage the fish stocks conservatively. But that is to ignore 
the other shortcoming of government controls: the bad blood between 
fishermen and fisheries managers” (The Economist 1998:12). Writing about 
management by the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Terry 
Galvin reports a lack of information sharing and respect (1996). Concerning 
Iceland, Palsson says

At the same time there is a tendency to assume that the practical knowledge of those who 
are in direct contact with the ecosystem on a daily basis is of little or no value for resource 
management. In Icelandic fisheries management, there is very little attempt to utilize the 
knowledge that skippers have achieved; skippers frequently complain that marine biologists 
tend to treat them as 'idiots,' reducing practical knowledge and local discourse to mere 
‘loose talk' (for another similar case, see Vestergaard (1993) on Danish fisheries (Palsson 
and Helgason 1996:48).

The level of understanding between fishermen and biologists at present in 
Southeast Alaska depends in part upon elements of a shared Western cultural 
background. Morrow and Hensel describe a 1991 fisheries meeting in Bethel 
where fisheries biologists and Yup'ik fishermen talked past each other without 
understanding each other's views of nature (Morrow and Hensel 1992). A 
series of interviews of Southeast Alaska salmon fishermen conducted in the 
1970s (Levey and Figdor 1978) suggests varying levels of mutual 
understanding between fisheries biologists and Tlingit fishermen at that time. In 
those interviews, a Hoonah Tlingit elder who was a commercial and 
subsistence fisherman distrusted ADF&G biologists, partly due to a different 
cultural understanding. A somewhat younger Tlingit fisherman had been on the 
IPHC Conference Board for some time and seemed to see fisheries more like 
the biologists did.64

Connections with other values
A view of nature as highly changeable and the need to learn through personal

64 in 1978 the level of respect fishermen had for management biologists may have been lowered 
by the poor salmon runs in previous decades, a situation that was just beginning to turn around.
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experience seem related to other aspects of the culture of fishing, including 
independence and respect for individual autonomy, values which recognize the 
individual development of expertise and support individual decision-making 
under conditions of uncertainty. It also relates to the relatively egalitarian 
character of most fishing societies, the respect for elders evinced in the 
interviews, and, more than is usual in modern Western society, the sense that 
knowledge is embodied in individuals and is not readily separable from them. 
The natural variability also relates to the value of territorial flexibility, which is 
useful in providing fishermen the latitude to respond to different kinds of natural 
variation.
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H. Stories are connected to places

Fishing life provides many occasions for telling stories: on the boat while 
traveling or baiting up or repairing gear, in a harbor waiting out bad weather, 
and in port. Dr. Patricia Partnow, who directs the Communities of Memory 
Project that collects stories from Alaska communities, commented, “Those who 
fish told stories that centered on their boats, not their landedness or winter 
homes. This may indicate that their hearts are in the former, not the latter, not 
surprising” (Partnow 1999, pers. com.). Stories are valued as part of fishing. A 
woman captain said, “Some skippers have fished on my boat too. We compare 
stories.” And, she said, “I love stories. Whenever someone comes back from 
fishing I say, ‘Oh, you got to tell me stories!’ It seems like every fishing trip has 
stories." A Tlingit fisherman said, “Many really intelligent people are fishing - 1 
got to know them and their stories. Contact over the radio brought a whole 
world into existence.” Another man said, “There's some flat-out good 
storytellers [names some], and their stories will get repeated.”

In his study of Tlingit sense of place, Thornton remarks: “What Rosaido has 
observed for the lllongot is also true for the Tlingit and other cultures that stress
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an oral tradition: 'excursions into the past are meticulously marked onto the 
landscape’ rather than a calendar" (1995:33). Although this is not a culture of 
oral traditions in the sense of the Tlingit or lilongot, the art of talk and good 
stories are valued, and stories are usually connected to the land and seascape 
and appreciated best by listeners who know the settings. Entrikin (1991) 
stressed the importance of narrative in the making of place. There are no man- 
made changes or installations to show that this sea territory is these people’s 
place, but if one set out to collect the stories about Soapstone Harbor, the 
Fairweather Grounds, the Inner Bank, the Mink Trail, Graves Harbor, “the 
Wimp,” South Inian Pass, Sitakaday Narrows, Hugh Miller Inlet, Homeshore, 
and so on, the number of places with stories, and the quantity of stories - some 
known more widely than others - could overwhelm the collector. One man said 
Lituya Bay is special to him because “History is all around you there." It is a 
history not marked by man-made monuments, but by stories, and the natural 
features that remind people of stories.

A story that appeared repeatedly in the interviews - in the form of references, 
since they knew I was aware of the story65 - was about a huge earthquake
generated tidal wave in Lituya Bay, and the three small fishing boats that were 
in the bay (see Appendix 3). Although documented by scientists and news 
reports, the story seems to have some of the status of myth for people who fish 
the outside coast: “One of the most interesting stories of all time is the 
earthquake at Lituya. All the trollers know it.” Some people recalled the tense 
aftermath of the quake, when boats up and down the coast checked in with one 
another by radio. One interviewee was age seven at the time: “We were in 
Lituya with a large fleet - it was bad weather - the day before the ‘58 
earthquake. We left and were in Graves Harbor when the quake hit. Dad 
thought he'd hit a rock. We listened to the radio.” A trailer's wife listened to 
short wave radio in Pelican and heard the man on the only intact boat say he

65 Of the 10 people who mentioned this story, some assumed I knew it and the rest asked 
whether I did. My affirmative response resulted in them not telling the story. So, unfortunately, I 
did not collect any of their versions. A brief version of the story appears in Appendix 3.
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was going to try to make it out of the bay. People pointed out that a fisherman 
on a boat in Pelican was a son of that man - “It’s in his family.”

The Lituya story is an example of how stories are bound to places. It addresses 
other themes from the interviews too: human luck and coping, communicating 
by radio, people helping others in emergencies, and a dynamic view of nature.
It also suggests a view of the balance of power. Kay Milton (1996:123-6) 
believes an important distinction can be made in the power different cultures 
ascribe, to nature: does the balance of power lie with the environment or with the 
people? She says that in contrast with past eras, the modern environmentalist 
sees the balance of power as lying with the people; species extinctions and 

threats to habitat mean that the environment is fragile.66 Although fishermen 
concur with modern environmentalists in regarding fish stocks as vulnerable to 
extinction and habitat threats, in the story of Lituya the balance of power lies 
with the environment.

I. Summary

This chapter attempts to attempts to present the fishermen's perspective on the 
relationship to place that people have through fishing. In the interviews people 
talk about a seascape that is both homepiace and workplace, it is a place that 
imposes special conditions, provides unique rewards, and over time becomes a 
defining part of their lives. Fishermen believe that long-term experience is 
essential for learning about this place, but the natural variability of the 
environment limits how much one can claim to know. Wild nature is regarded 
as productive for human uses. Appreciation of the wild natural environment, 
and a relative lack of interest in modifying it, stem both from the perception that 
the undomesticated environment makes good fish habitat, and from personal 
preferences, preferences which are among the reasons people choose this

66 The Amicus Journal, a publication of the Natural Resources Defense Council, nicely illustrated 
this view with a cover painting showing a scene of a forest, lake, mountains and river held in the 
palm of a human hand (The Amicus Journal, fall 1997).
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occupation. A flexible, mobile use of sea territory is preferred, with each 
fisherman, or at least each boat captain, having an individual fishing range that 
may change from one year to the next, depending on individual strategic 
decisions, the decisions of competitors, changing regulations, fish prices, 
weather and the movements and abundances of different fish species. The 
themes presented in this chapter will be reviewed more fully at the beginning of 
Chapter 6.

The following chapter considers fishermen’s relationship to place from an 
outsider’s perspective. It discusses ways in which fishermen's relationship to 
this land- and seascape is troublesome to some outsiders, and proposes an 
interpretation of that difficulty in terms of anthropological theory.
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Chapter 5 Fishermen as ‘Out of Place'
144

Fishermen’s categories of reality are contested as people with different world
views and life experiences, and new political-economic powers arrive on the 
scene. Fishermen have tended not to take these outsider views seriously; the 
fact that they often display a lack of knowledge about fishing suggests their 
irrelevance. But the region now hosts an annual flow of tourists that is ten times 
the number of local residents (Streveler 1999), and the economic structure 
based on visitors is increasingly important in the local political arena. In these 
circumstances external views of fishing associated with the national society and 
the economy of tourism become important. This chapter begins with a list of 
opinions and misconceptions about these fisheries collected from people with 
an external view of fishing. This is followed by a discussion of ways in which 
nature ideologies of the majority society lead to a negative perception of these 
fishermen and fisheries.

A. External perceptions of the fisheries

External perceptions of fishing should ideally be studied with carefully designed 
interviews or questionnaires. Lacking such data. I have attempted through the 
informal means of listening to conversations and reading incidentally- 
encountered literature to understand why fishing is antithetical to many people’s 
views. One discovery has been a long list of assumptions, beliefs, and 
erroneous ‘facts' about these fisheries. Some items in the list of perceptions 
about these fisheries contain elements of accuracy or are matters of philosophy 
(for instance, one may be philosophically opposed to killing fish), but most are 
demonstrably inaccurate. Consistently, they suggest a negative view. This 
misinformation may be both symptomatic of negative views and cause more 
negative views. While it is unlikely that any individual or author subscribes to 
all. or even most, of these ideas, even a small sub-set can influence an 
individual’s evaluation of the fisheries.
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Opinions about the fisheries:

Capturing wild fish is a morally questionable activity that endangers the 

environment.

Agricultural production of fish (aquaculture/fish farming) is the 

environmentally right thing.

These fisheries are erroneously believed to be trawling, a fishing method 

now broadly considered to be destructive.67
No meaningful distinction is recognized between the off-shore fisheries 

and inshore fisheries - they are assumed to be alike.

These fisheries are operated by large companies which own the boats 

and employ the fishermen.

Fisheries management in Alaska is heavily influenced by big industry.

For fisheries management to be successful, fishermen must be excluded 

from the decision-making process.

Fishermen cannot be effectively controlled by regulations, so fishing is 

‘out of control.’

There is no limit on the number of fishermen; as the local population 

grows, the number of fishermen and boats will increase.

Fisheries inevitably succumb to The tragedy of the commons."

Fishing worldwide is unsustainable; therefore, the particular facts of 

particular fisheries are not very important. [Factual accuracy in 

publications is not highly important as long as the basic message 

of problems in world fisheries is conveyed.]

Alaska fish stocks, including those of the Southeast region, have 

seriously declined.

In ‘natural areas’ sustainability of fisheries is irrelevant because fishing is 

simply inappropriate in such areas.
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67 The fishermen in the study group also criticize and oppose trawling, but none of their fisheries 
aretrawi fisheries. The only trawl fisheriesin the region are a minor beam-trawl fishery for shrimp 
to the south, well outside of Park waters, and a very minor amount of scallop dredging in the far 
northeast portion of the study region, operated by a distant non-local fleet. Dredge fisheries are 
among those which local fishermen criticize for destroying bottom habitat.
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Opinions about fishermen:

They oppose regulations to protect fish stocks and commonly disobey 

the regulations that are established.

They are generally not interested in environmental conservation.

They oppose parks and protected status for lands.

They have no relationship to the areas where they fish other than an 

economic relationship.

They do not know or care much about nature in these areas except what 

they need to know to catch fish, which is conceived of as a limited 

field of knowledge.

Opinions specific to Glacier Bay National Park fisheries:

The fisheries in the Park are new.

Almost all the motorized boats seen there in summer below the size of 

cruise ships or large tour boats (sometimes even tour boats and 

sailboats) are perceived as fishing boats. Consequently most 

human disturbance to wildlife, pollution, and potential pollution are 

assigned to fishing boats.

When environmental organizations advise their members that fishing is

endangering nature 68 or the public becomes aware that a controversy exists

between fishermen and environmental organizations, a small subset of the

foregoing list of opinions and misinformation could suffice to turn public opinion

against fishing. In many political units, this opinion can outweigh that of

fishermen and of those who share their views. For example, proposed

regulations governing fishing in Park waters were published nationally for

public comment, and the majority of comments came from outside the region.

This thesis proposes that the many negative assumptions and elements of

misinformation listed above are an indication that the fisheries in this study

disturb important ideological categories of the majority society. However, it is

66 For examples from other parts of the U.S.. see Lipuma and Meltzoff (1997) and Margavio. 
Forsyth. Laska and Mason (1996).
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important to recognize that negative views of these fisheries are not universal 

among visitors to the region. In the eyes of some visitors, fishing boats and 

fishing activities are appreciated as an element of local color, or are interesting 

as one of the ways that local people make their living.

B. Nature ideologies and the mis-fitting of fisheries

The following discussion of U.S. American nature ideologies, and how they 

conceive of fishermen as ‘out of place’ in nature, is based on a set of ideas 

gathered from anthropological literature, writings of American environmental 

historians, and existing research on American attitudes toward nature. The first 

three concepts may date to the beginning of settled agriculture and domestic 

livestock raising: 1) the idea that the wild, o r ‘‘wilderness," should be separated 

from the human-controlled and used environment; 2) the perception that mobile 

and flexible use of territory is suspicious; and that 3) agriculture is more 

acceptable than hunting (hence aquaculture is more appropriate than catching 

wild fish). Other Western concepts concerning human relationships to nature 

are more recent developments, and may be especially prevalent in the United 

States. These include: 4) "wilderness" is a sacred category whose purity is 

essential; 5) man is a visitor to wilderness and does not remain; 6) productive 

human labor should not occur in wilderness; 7) work is therefore not an 

appropriate way to learn about nature; and 8) there are two kinds of nature, 

utilitarian and ‘wild,’ each treated very differently. The ideological concerns 

described here overlap to some extent. The older concepts are discussed first.

1. Wild nature should be separated from the human-controlled and used 

environment

In Western views “nature” or “wilderness.” is set off from the domesticated world, 

as peripheral and as particularly invested with spiritual values which are 

comparatively absent from the domesticated world. Bernard Hell takes from
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archaeologist J.D. Vigne the idea that the social construction of a specific 

domain defined as wilderness came into effect during the neolithic transition to 

agriculture and livestock raising:

The notion that the Wild needs to be confined within strict limits (ritual or otherwise) is part of 
a wider ideological configuration establishing a clear demarcation between the Wild and the 
Domestic. The origin of this Weltanschauung is found at the moment in the Neolithic when 
agriculture and animal husbandry established a new order of nature (Hell 1996: 215).

Paul Dwyer’s (1996) ethnographies of three cultures in Papua New Guinea 

allowed him to compare ideas of nature cross-cuiturally in a situation where one 

group was a hunting and gathering society, one was an agricultural society, and 

one was a combination of the two. With intensification of agriculture, there 

came to be a stronger demarcation of the close-in, human controlled and 

productive area versus the ‘periphery’, which was little used or fulfilled special 

purposes.

Fishermen do not seem to make this distinction between the wild and domestic 

parts of nature. Thus they they may be viewed as mixing together things that 

should be kept separate. Structuralist theory, as described in Chapter 2, posits 

that mixing together important cultural categories that should be kept separate 

can be an infringement of human sensibilities. According to this theory, people 

make sense of the world by imposing categories on it, categories that are 

defined through binary opposition: category B makes sense in terms of its 

difference from category A. Ambiguities concerning the boundaries of 

categories can be a source of anxiety, an anxiety which appears to be strongest 

when the boundary lines of social or ideological categories are sharply defined. 

Anomalous entities or behaviors which cross the categories are confusing and 

disturbing, endangering both themselves and others.

2. Mobile and flexible use of territory is suspicious

Euro-American culture has had difficulty dealing with people who have a mobile
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and flexible relationship to territory. Nelson Graburn (1977) suggested that we 

tend to distrust people who travel for work: traveling salesmen and sailors, for 

example. In the United States the mobility of Native Americans was suspect, 

and the resources of religious organizations and government were employed to 

make them more sedentary, including settling them on bounded reservations. 

According to John Bennett. Westerners’ perceptions of migratory pastoral 

people and nomadic societies involve romantic images, but, as with the 

Gypsies, ‘‘such romantic images always have a counter-image: people who 

refuse to accept the norms of civilized life can be seen as untrustworthy, 

thieving, petty criminals. Such attitudes prevented an understanding of the 

complex land tenure and ecological systems of pastoralists" (1993:306). 

Governments justify intervention with pastoralists on the basis of arguments that 

include the need for containment, need for settlement of boundary problems, 

and the facilitation of relations with government. “The attitudinal dynamics of 

the situation closely resemble those of American settlers and military on the 

American Western frontier in the latter half of the nineteenth century... “

(Bennett 1993:307).

In addition to the historic antipathy settled agriculture-based societies have had 

for more transient peoples, in the 17th and 18th centuries Western society 

began to exert new kinds of controls over individuals. Foucault has identified 

the rise of a “disciplinary modality of power,” which “above all, [makes] it 

possible to bring the effects of power to the most minute and distant elements ..

..  One of the primary objects, of discipline is to fix: it is an anti-nomadic 

technique'* (1984:206-7). The fishermen, moving about over a broad territory of 

sea and unpopulated wild shores according to the dictates of individually 

determined fishing strategies that vary over time, may be seen as having 

escaped the “panopticon” to a disturbing extent, no matter how many 

regulations they follow and how many government forms they fill out in the 

course of their work. And in fact, when asked why they like fishing, in the 

interviews fishermen consistently mentioned “independence," and often
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“freedom" - the freedom to move around, to set their own schedule and pace, to 

be their own boss, to be “dictated to," as one said, “only by the weather.” They 

also mentioned the seasonal variety in work and life patterns, and the freedom 

to engage in subsistence activities in the off-season.

Fishermen have home-base communities, and there are indications that they 

are longer-term residents than the average Alaskan,69 but their use of a broad 

territory in mobile and varying patterns based on individual strategies may be 

perceived by others as a problem, somewhat as the relationships of pastoral 

peoples to the territories in which they "nomadize," or the broad-ranging ways of 

hunting and gathering peoples have been perceived as a problem.

Government agents responsible for regulating fisheries come to regard 

fishermen’s mobile and varying use of territory as a normal part of fishing, even 

though it adds to the complexity of regulatory decisions. But people unfamiliar 

with fisheries can perceive fishermen as disconcertingly uncontrollable, leading 

to perceptions that fisheries regulation is futile or impossible (e.g., Newton and 

Dilllingham 1997), or of fishermen being ‘out of control.’ When I asked some 

Glacier Bay National Park naturalist-interpretors what they knew about the 

regulation of the fisheries in the Park, one who had worked there many 

summers thought they were not regulated at all. Theodore Catton (1995), in the 

official Glacier Bay Park history, describes as unworkable a proposal that 

instead of excluding commercial fisheries entirely from Park waters, the 

fisheries could be maintained far enough below the maximum sustainable yield 

as to have no appreciable effect on the ecosystem. He objects that "The 

problem with this approach for management was that if any regulations could

69 Alaska as a whole typically experiences in migration of aproximately 6°o to 7°o per year, and out 
migration of approximately the same amount, for a gross migration rate of around 12°o per year. 
There is atransient segment of the population, as well as a long-term fairly stable segment 
(Williams 1999. pers. com.) The Alaska Public Survey (Alves 1980) did not provide length of 
community or area residence for fishermen, but showed that for the Southeast region as a whole 
average residence in the current community was 14 years, compared to 8 years in other parts of 
Alaska. Moreover, residents of small, mostly fishing communities were exceptionally unwilling to 
move for better-paying work outside of Alaska.
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be devised . . .  they would be so riddled with exceptions, qualifications, and 

assumptions as to invite confusion, hassels. abuses, and litigation" (1995:286

7). He seems unaware that fishermen regularly comply with highly complex 

and frequently changing regulations promulgated by several agencies. From 

the point of view of administration and compliance, the suggested tighter 

regulation in Park waters would be no different in kind from existing regulatory 

arrangements. These external perceptions of the difficulty or futility of 

attempting to regulate the activities of fishermen are arguably related to the 

perception that their highly mobile and independent movements over a broad 

undomesticated territory make them difficult to control, or that fishermen have 

escaped the surveillance modes of modern society.

3. Agriculture is more acceptable than hunting wild fish 

Western society may be comfortable with agriculture as a relationship of 

humans to nature, and somewhat uncomfortable with the capture of wild fish or 

hunting wild animals. Thus aquaculture as a way of producing fish may be 

more acceptable. For example. Time (Nash 1997) advised consumers that it is 

more environmentally correct to eat farmed instead of wild salmon, and some 

environmentalist literature recommends aquaculture as the route out of world 

fisheries problems (Newton and Dillingham 1997). However, in some circles 

there are doubts about fish farming. In The Atlantic Monthly Mark Sagoff says, 

"Fortunately, we are learning to cultivate fish as we do other crops,” but he also 

says, “Wild salmon - but not their bio-engineered aquacultural cousins - 

contribute to the cultural identity and sense of place of the Northwest “(1997:89), 

Worldwatch Institute describes past and potential benefits of fish farming but 

also provides a long list of the hazards to the environment and to wild fish 

populations caused by existing aquaculture, especially the aquaculture of 

carnivorous fish and shellfish such as salmon and shrimp (McGinn 1998).

The second set of ideological concepts is of more recent origin. In the United 

States the beginnings of these ideas are usually traced to the
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transcendentalists of the 19th century.

4. “Wilderness" is a sacred category which has to be kept pure 

As Cronon (1996), Nash (1983) and others have noted, “wilderness" has 

intense religious significance, especially for Americans. Once an area is 

perceived as "wilderness." the ideological frame of reference described in the 

section on Euro-American nature ideology in Chapter 2 comes into play. The 

purification of categories - in this case the category of "wilderness" - the 

requirement of boundaries that are “clean and portentous" (Leach 1976:61), the 

identification of an anomaly as either sacred or profane, and the sense that 

dangerous pollution is caused by anomalous categories, are imperatives that 

structure the ideology centered around wilderness.™ "Wilderness" is a legal 

category in American law, but the places perceived as wilderness are not 

limited to areas thus codified into law. In the Glacier Bay National Park 

example, only a small portion of Glacier Bay is legally designated as 

“Wilderness," but the effort to close the fisheries by people who view the larger 

area in those terms extends far beyond designated areas, even, for some, to the 

outside coast waters. Within the area defined as "wilderness," Natives and 

commercial fishermen are perceived as profane anomalies in the ‘wild.’

This ideological framework, based on the purity of categories and the polluting 

effect of anomalies, affected the campaign waged to establish the Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park in the eastern United States. Bruce Weaver (1996) 

studied the sophisticated media campaign lasting almost two decades that 

culminated with the establishment of that park in 1940. The campaign 

envisioned a park that would revitalize the spirits of urban dwellers, who in turn
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70 This analysis explains why the 1986 designation of Glacier Bay National Park as a Biosphere 
Reserve by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has 
had no appreciable effect on Park management, although the Biosphere Reserve concept could 
appropriately be applied to fisheries. The concept is unacceptable because Biosphere Reserves 
have fuzzy boundaries: an outer buffer zone where appropriate-scale local economic use is 
managed to protect the natural values of the reserve, a zone that ideally includes some lands both 
inside and outside the resen/e boundaries.
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would bring millions of dollars of revenue to the area.
153

[But park proponents] failed to persuade the mountain people who occupied the proposed 
park area to leave their ancestral homes willingly. Instead of trying to reconcile the needs of 
the park and the people occupying it, promoters relied instead on negative stereotyping as 
a major argument for relocating hundreds of mountain families out of the proposed park area 

[1996:152].

At first the people who occupied about 15 percent of the proposed park were 

represented as non-existent, and the area as uninhabited wilderness [much as 

Glacier Bay was represented (Catton 1995:29)]. Later the people were 

described as quaint and charming throwbacks to early English and Scotch-Irish 

settlers and as a potential tourist attraction. Finally, when park status appeared 

imminent, they were described in thoroughly negative terms, drawing on the 

American stereotype of "hillbillies," as "cultural primitives who purposely 

isolated themselves for undesirable reasons.. . .  possessed diminished abilities 

to feel love, affection, loyalty, and responsibility, and had exaggerated 

propensities for violence and immoral behavior" (Weaver 1996:165). Weaver 

found structuralist theory useful in explaining the perceived necessity of this 

campaign to remove the mountain people, and the rhetorical methods 

employed to accomplish this:

[The promoters] amplified the conflicts inherent in the anomalous category 'mountaineers' 
to justify the necessity of eliminating them from the park. By asserting that the 
mountaineers possessed characteristics of both the wilderness and civilization, the park 
promoters argued that the mountain people, as is true of most anomalous categories, were 

profane and should be expunged from the land [1996:168],

In the Great Smoky Mountains case small farmers, although much closer than 

fishermen to mainstream American cultural understandings of ‘man in nature', 

were maligned and expropriated in the process of establishing the Park, in the 

case of Glacier Bay, Native subsistence users have already been removed, but
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commercial fishermen remain as anomalies. Fishermen’s efforts to show that 

they are not harming the environment are irrelevant because the issue is not so 

much an environmental issue as an ideological one. misrecognized as an 

environmental issue. A number of undeserved negative characteristics are 

attributed to the fishermen, as shown at the beginning of this chapter, in much 

the same way as negative characteristics were attributed to the Mountain 

People.

in justifying the removal of these people, the importance of the area to them, 

and their history in it are discounted. Thus fisheries in Park waters are often 

described as “new” by both visitors and Park employees,71 even though one of 

the earliest fish processing plants in Alaska was established in 1890 in Bartlett 

Cove in lower Glacier Bay (Catton 1995:273). Tlingit subsistence use of the 

area is already banned by law, and recognition that commercial fishing is a way 

in which Tlingits have continued to relate to the Park is usually avoided.72 The 

Glacier Bay National Park Commercial Fishing Environmental Assessment is a 

notable exception (see Chapter 3).

The religious character of the ideology surrounding wilderness noted by Nash 

(1973), Albanese (1990) and Nelson (1997) is particularly salient with regard to 

Glacier Bay. Well-known writings by John Muir tell of the spiritual power of this 

place, “a picture of icy wilderness unspeakably pure and sublime" (1915:149). 

Muir’s writings are a basic text for Park naturalist-interpreters. For Muir, the light 

on the peaks of the California Sierra “had always seemed to me the most telling 

of all the terrestrial manifestations of God. But here [in Glacier Bay] the

71 There are members of the Glacier Bay National Park staff who recognize the long-standing 
Tlingit and commercial fishing relationships to the Park.
72 An interesting example of this is Theodore Cation's Inhabited Wilderness: Indians. Eskimos 
and National Parks in Alaska (1997) which has two chapters devoted to Glacier Bay National Park.
It provides excellent documentation of the Hoonah Tlingit s heavy involvement in the commercial 
fisheries, but leaves the reader to assume that all this fishing occurs outside the Park. But two 
years earlier Catton described at length the issue and history of commercial fishing in the Park in 
the official Park history Land Reborn (Catton 1995), which features a cover photo of a Tlingit 
commercial fisherman on his boat at the dock in Glacier Bay.
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mountains themselves were made divine, and declared His glory in terms still 

more impressive” (1915:153). The terminology ot Christian religion is frequently 

used in the Glacier Bay context. For example. Bill Brown, a national parks 

historian and lecturer to elder hostel groups said, “When the loudspeaker goes 

low on the tour boat and says, ‘Now. folks, let’s be quiet, we’re trying to get in 

closer’ -- it’s like an [expletive] cathedral" (Brown, pers. com. 1997). With the 

Bay likened to a cathedral, commercial fishing becomes the desecration of the 

cathedral.

5. Man is a visitor to wilderness and does not remain

The phrase “where man himself is a visitor who does not remain"73 is part of the 

legal definition of congressionally designated “Wilderness” in the United States, 

but also expresses well the common belief about any area identified as 

"wilderness" in the newer ideology. As has happened elsewhere, the places of 

people who have done little to alter the natural condition of an area have been 

defined as "wilderness" by outsiders. As Tuan said, "Outsiders say ‘nature,’ 

because the environment seems barely touched. Insiders see ‘homeplace’’’

(1991:686). In the Glacier Bay example, as described in Chapter 4, areas 

inside and outside of the Park are regarded as familiar ‘homeplaces’ by some 

long-time fishermen, but such relationships are unacceptable to the ideology of 

wilderness. For some Hoonah Tlingits there is an additional connection to 

Glacier Bay as the locus of their clan origins, spiritual power and destiny, and 

use rights, connections acceptable to the ideology of wilderness only as history 

or mythology, but not as a lived, present-day relationship.

6. Productive human labor should not occur in wilderness

The fishermen’s view of wild nature as ‘productive’ fits neither the agricultural

paradigm nor the categories of modern nature ideologies. Two American

environmental historians. Richard White (1996) and William Cronon (1996),

have pointed out that mainstream Americans find ‘work’ unacceptable in wild

73 From the United States Wilderness Act, 16 U.S.C A. § 1131(c) [Coggins. Wilkinson and Leshy 
1993:1015].
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nature. The proper human activity in such places is ‘recreation’. To this I would 

add science, spiritual visits, and education. Their analysis is couched as a 

critique. White contends that, “Nature, many environmentalists think, should 

ideally be beyond the reach of our labor” (1996:182). Instead. “Nature has 

become an arena for human play and leisure," and "Environmentalists . . .  

readily consent to identifying nature with play and making it by definition a place 

where leisured humans come only to visit and not to work, stay or live" 

(1996:173). Cronon argues that the wilderness ideology diverts attention from 

environmental problems aftecting landscapes inhabited and used by people, 

leaving Americans with “little hope of discovering what an ethical, sustainable, 

honorable human place in nature might look like" (1996:81). “Only people 

whose relationship to the land was already alienated could hold up wilderness 

as a  model for human life in Nature.. . ” (1996:80). The ideology tends to cast 

any use as ab-use, and thereby denies us a middle ground in which 

responsible use and non-use might attain some kind of balanced, sustainable 

relationship" (1996:85).

White’s and Cronon's analyses explains why, in conversations about Glacier 

Bay with people whose views are formed by the wilderness ideology, I found 

that human greed and the dangers associated with it were particularly ascribed 

to fishermen. Other aspects of the Park fishing issue become understandable, 

including:

- why commercial fishing is regarded as a problem but charter sport fishing for

the same fish is not, because charter sport fishing is defined as 

recreation:

- pollution, noise, and wildlife disturbance caused by tourism operations

(defined as recreation) are regarded as a relatively minor problems that 

can be mitigated through better controls. The same problems are 

considered unmitigable if caused by commercial fishing, and those 

problems are sometimes attributed to commercial fishing even when they 

are caused mainly by recreational users;
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- fishermen’s arguments that they are not harming the environment and that 

the fisheries are sustainable are dismissed as irrelevant. Proposals to 

manage Glacier Bay fisheries more conservatively to increase the 

assurance of fisheries sustainability do not attract support. National 

environmental organizations pay little attention to the details of these 

fisheries.

While commercial fishing in Glacier Bay Park waters is a high-profile issue for 

national environmental organizations,74 charter sport fishing operations, some 

of which are conducted by a Park concessionaire under the direct auspices of 

the Park Service, are not controversial and usually go unnoticed despite 

substantial catches of fish. For example, while the official history of the Park 

(Catton 1995) discusses the problems of commercial fishing and Native 

subsistence fishing at length, readers would remain unaware of the existence 

of the charter sport fishery. The 356-page Commercial Fishing Environmental 
Assessment (U.S. Dept, of Interior 1998) devotes only a few paragraphs to 

charter sport fishing75 and provides no catch data for this fishery. Sport fishing 

occurs on a larger scale in this park than in most parks because it is conducted 

from commercially operated motor vessels with the assistance and equipment 

of the operator. It is a fairly new fishery, while Native subsistence fishing and 

commercial fishing are longstanding uses. A Park fisheries biologist explained 

that charter sport fishing is different from commercial fishing because what they 

are selling is the experience, not the fish, although he agreed that substantial 

catches are important to the success of charter businesses.76
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74 The National Parks and Conservation Association announced that Glacier Bay almost made it 
onto the list of the most endangered parks in America because of the unsettled commercial 
fishing issue (Alaska Edition, KUAC Radio, Fairbanks 4/19/99).
75 Eliminating commercial fishing is described as potentially benefiting sport fishers: The  
eventual elimination of commercial fishing in the bay proper after 15 years may result in increased 
abundance and size offish available to sport fishers aboard charter and private boats" (U.S. Dept 
of the Interior 1998a:4-B-31).
76 park staff involved in stakeholder discussions with commercial fishermen recognized that sport 
fishing in Glacier Bay would be inappropriate if commercial fishing is excluded under the rational of 
creating a marine resen/e. However, elimination of charter sport fishing is a low priority for the 
Park.
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The important ideological distinction between ‘recreation’ and ‘work’ affects 
how pollution, noise and disturbance of wildlife caused by people in the Park 
are regarded. Since commercial fishing vessels are a minority of the vessels in 
the bay and the fishermen claim they are careful in the Park, they wonder how 
they can be identified as a pollution problem. The NPS Commercial Fishing 
Environmental Assessment (U.S. Dept, of the Interior 1998a) describes benefits 
of the proposed commercial fishing closures such as: “Reduced vessel traffic 
would also result in fewer pollutants and less marine debris in the water” 
(1998a:4-B-29), while another NPS Environmental Assessment addresses 
plans that will facilitate increased recreational visitor vessel traffic by 

constructing a marina at Bartlett Cove (U.S. Dept, of the Interior 1998b).77 a 
1990 Wilderness Society report on Glacier Bay National Park begins by stating:

The Wilderness Society has long opposed commercial fishing in Glacier Bay National Park, 

because consumptive use of national park resources is contrary to the agency’s 

management mandate... .These views are shared by other national conservation groups 

such as the Sierra Club and the National Parks and Conservation Association (Spicer 
1990:13)78

The report goes on to describe some possible effects of commercial fishing and 
fishing boat traffic on wildlife:

disturbance of nesting seabirds and waterfowl; threats to their reproductive success by 

separating parents from their young; subjecting fledglings to chilling and predation; 

disturbance of seals by boats causing separation of newborns from their mothers during the 

pupping season; decreasing the amount of salmon for consumption by eagles and bears; 
and killing of sea lions caught raiding salmon gear (1990:13).
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77 The potential for both fishing vessels and tourist vessels to cause pollution in Park waters was 
emphasized by the mid-1990s sinking of a Tanner crab fishing boat in Glacier Bay and the 
grounding of the 157 foot tour boat Wilderness Adventurer, which spent four days perched at a 
40° angle on a rock in the Park wilderness waters of Dundas Bay in 1999 (Alaska Public Radio 
News 1999c).
78 The report also states that “The Wilderness Society supports the continued closure of Glacier 
Bay National Park, and other national parks, to subsistence use” (1990:21).
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The report does not recognize that the majority of the possible effects listed are 

likely not caused by fishing boats but by vessels associated with tourism, from 

cruise ships and tour boats to private motorboats and kayaks.

Some who speak for national environmental organizations state a concern 

about the sustainability of fisheries and the conservation of fish stocks, but 

frequent lack of attention to the actual status of fish stocks leaves that interest in 

doubt, not only in relation to Glacier Bay, but in other venues.79 Examples from 

literature are cited in Appendix 2. A leading long-term proponent of closing the 

commercial fisheries in Glacier Bay, escorting a group of Sierra Club funders on 

a visit there, asked a local naturalist to describe the destruction of Park fish 

stocks. He was surprised to be told that the major stocks appear to be in good 

condition. Talking with him later, I received the impression that despite his long 

association with Alaskan issues he was uninformed about the fisheries in 

general, and unaware, for example, that Alaskan salmon stocks had recovered 

in recent decades.80 Similarly, a recent Sierra Club book (Berrill 1997) about 

commercial fisheries implies that North Pacific halibut stocks are seriously 

depleted, when they are actually at a cyclical high (Associated Press 1998).

Although the condition of fish stocks and the sustainability of fishing are 

appropriate matters of concern, involvement in and knowledge about these 

matters may not be compatible with the wilderness-centered nature ideology. 

Discussions of sustainability, information about the fisheries, proposals for more 

conservative management of fisheries or for research may be irrelevant if the 

essential factor is that working in nature produces spiritual pollution of the kind 

that Leach and Douglas described in Chapter 2 of this thesis. These

79 The David Suzuki Foundation ot Vancouver, B.C., appears to be an exception. The 
foundation has sponsored studies of both problems and successes of fisheries (e.g. Galvin 1996, 
Pinkerton 1989, Pinkerton and Weinstein 1995).
80 in contrast to this man, the owner of a small fish processing plant in Icy Strait evidently regards 
the recovery of salmon as a high point in Alaska’s history. Criticizing the Alaska legislature for 
exhibiting a decreasing concern for salmon habitat, he wrote “I believe Alaska's greatest 
accomplishment, since becoming a state, is the rebuilding of our salmon stocks.. .” (Mackovjak 
1996:1).
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anthropologists pointed out that the more sharply defined the lines of cosmic 

and social structure (in this case, the distinction between sacred wild nature and 

ordinary human-exploited nature), the more violations of the structure of ideas 

will be seen as endangering other people and, indeed, endangering the whole 

system, and the more certainly will these violations trigger pollution behavior. 

Describing ritual pollution, Douglas said, "If uncleanness is matter out of place, 

we must approach it through order.. . .  Uncleanness or dirt is that which must 

not be included if a pattern is to be maintained” (1970:53). “[Dirt] implies two 

conditions: a set of ordered relations and a contravention of that order. . .  our 

pollution behavior is the reaction which condemns any object or idea likely to 

confuse or contradict cherished classifications" (Douglas 1970:48). Leach 

noted that the more sharply we define our boundaries, the more conscious we 

become of the dirt that has got into the wrong side of the frontier, and the more 

effort is devoted to keeping the boundaries clean as a means of preserving 

confidence in our idea system (Leach 1976). I suggest that commercial fishing 

is an anomaly that does not fit mainstream U.S. categories of a binary 

opposition between wilderness on the one hand, and human-exploited and 

inhabited nature on the other. Not only do commercial fishermen mix these 

categories together, but they engage in a kind of activity (productive work) 

defined as endangering the wilderness category. The ideological problem of 

working in wilderness is compounded by the fact that this work involves killing 

wild creatures (fish), and converting them into a saleable commodity. 

Fishermen’s activities and presence in wilderness are thus perceived as 

confusing and inappropriate, causing ritual pollution that needs to be controlled 

by designating it as profane.

7. Work is not an appropriate wav to learn about nature 

In keeping with the idea that work in wilderness is not appropriate, fishermen’s 

knowledge gained largely through work is not valued. White’s critique of the 

ideal that productive work should not occur in ‘natural areas’ hinges partly on 

the loss of a way of learning:
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.. .work itself offers botn a fundamental way of knowing nature and perhaps our deepest 
connection with the natural world.. . Work once bore the burden of connecting us with 
nature. In shifting much of this burden onto the various forms of play that take us back into 
nature, Americans have shifted the burden to leisure. And play cannot bear the weight. 
Work entails an embodiment, an interaction with the world, that is far more intense than play 

(1996:174).

Fishermen observe for years, trying to understand a changeable marine 

environment. Visitors receive Knowledge that has already been clarified, and 

take photos of nature, “fixing’ it to bring home. Glacier Bay and Southeast 

Alaska are now the subject of nature TV programs, videos for cruise ship 

passengers, talks by Park and Forest Service naturalists, volumes of nature 

writing, and some scientific studies. With so many sources of information 

available, local knowledge that is gained through fishing can be devalued or 

assumed to be of limited value.

Chase Hensel, discussing the removal of aboriginal inhabitants from wilderness 

places, suggests that destroying the knowledge people acquire through living 

and working in a place is essential to the creation of wilderness: “Only then can 

wilderness be explored: those who know it intimately must first be removed from 

the scene” (1996:51 ).8i

8. There are two kinds of nature, utilitarian and ‘wild.’ each treated very 

differently

J. Baird Callicott observed that “the wilderness idea is half of an either/or 

dichotomy: either devote an area to human inhabitation and destructive 

economic development, or presen/e it in its pristine condition as wilderness”

81 The theme of exploring wilderness is reflected in the names of tour vessels which travel Glacier 
Bay National Park waters and nearby areas: Wilderness Explorer. Wilderness Adventurer. 
Executive Explorer. Spirit of Adventure, etc.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



(Callicott 1994 :57).82 The nature ideology described in this chapter may be 

particularly well-defended because people feel that they are defending the 

remaining tracts of unspoiled nature from the forces of another powerful 

mainstream ideology devoted to progress and growth, an ideology that has the 

power of the economic system and the realities of population increase behind it. 

Stephen Kellert’s (1992,1993) research suggests that these two ideologies 

often coexist within the same person. Based on extensive surveys in the 1970s 

of American attitudes towards nature, he observed that although highly 

educated and younger people had a somewhat more generalized concern for 

nature, people expressed “an aloofness from the biological matrix of life," and 

“nature appreciation among most Americans was largely restricted to 

particularly valued species and landscapes, while other aspects of the natural 

world were typically subordinated to strong utilitarian concerns" (Kellert 

1993:64).

By not approaching their relationship with the environment in terms of that 

utilitarian/wild dichotomy, fishermen are out of alignment with both progress- 

and-development ideologies and wilderness-centered nature ideologies.

Richard Nelson commented. “The fact that Westerners identify [a particular area 

of Alaska] as wilderness reflects their inability to conceive of occupying and 

utilizing an environment without fundamentally altering its natural state" (quoted 

in Pratt 1993:338). In this case, they cannot imagine that humans - especially 

fishermen who are for the most part ordinary white Americans - could use an 

area without wild nature being irrevocably altered and destroyed. Evidence that 

a century of the fishing economy left the land looking “pristine" and that the 

region’s major fish stocks are in better condition than they were 30 to 50 years
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82 Callicott's critique was one of several essays debating the environmental movement’s 
emphasis on wilderness, and Dave Foreman replied with vehemence that the movement has 
tried to get good management of non-wilderness land, but every reform measure “gets gutted in 
practice by agencies controlled by extractive industries" (Foreman 1994:68).
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ago83 is evidence that goes unnoticed.

Summary
Fishermen’s relationship to the environment appears to be dissonant with both 
some long-held patterns and values of Western society, and with some newer 
values concerning the appropriate relationship of humans to nature. In terms of 
dissonance with older values, these fishermen fail to treat wild nature as a 
distinct category separate from the main areas of human life. They practice a 
mobile and flexible use of territory, and they pursue, capture and kill wild fish.
All of these practices and relationships to the environment could be 
uncomfortable for a society whose values are informed by a settled agricultural 
past, private land ownership, production of food through agriculture and 
livestock raising, and the separation of wild areas from domesticated, human- 
controlled areas. In terms of the newer values, fishermen’s values and uses of 
the environment may be even more dissonant. Through fishing they inhabit 
areas of “wilderness,” work in those areas, treat wild nature as productive, and 
learn about nature through that work. Their inhabiting and working in areas of 
wild nature violates the sacred category of “wilderness.” By not treating nature 
as naturally divided into two categories, utilitarian and ‘wild’, they fail to align 
with both the ideologies of development and the ideologies of wilderness. This 
considerable set of dissonances with the majority culture may explain negative 
perceptions of the fisheries and of the people who participate in them.

33 Although some apparent successes of sustainable fisheries are pointed out in this thesis, 
certain of the region's fish species may be stressed by the level of exploitation, and the 
management of fisheries for sustainability is recognized as a complex and difficult matter.
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Chapter 6 Conclusions

A. Fishermen’s sense of place

The fishing culture of Southeast Alaska shares many characteristics with fishing 
cultures in other parts of the world as described in Chapter 2, but there are also 
characteristics specific to Southeast Alaska. The frequent inclusion of families 
in fishing, the considerable non-monetary production for household use that 
occurs especially in rural communities, the attraction to the particular natural 
environment as an element of occupational choice, and the involvement of 
many fishermen in fishery regulatory decision-making are some distinctive 
aspects of this fishing culture.

Not only is the Southeast Alaska fishing culture different from other fishing 
cultures, it is also a unique subculture within the Euro-American culture. The 
natural area, the local culture, and the circumstance of working and living on the 
ocean and pursuing wild fish as a common property resource result in a 
relationship to the environment and to ‘place’ that is different from the larger 
Euro-American culture.

Although they were not specifically asked to describe their 'senses of place’, 
interviews with fishermen provided many indications of their involvement with 
the environment through fishing. Using relationship to place as an organizing 
principle, the central project of this thesis has been to identify themes which 
represent common values and ways of life. The emphasis has been on 
difference, that is, on what distinguishes this way of relating to ‘place’ from other 
ways of relating to one’s environment. The themes elaborated in Chapter 4 are 
summarized here.

1. Fishing as a wav of inhabiting a place
Familiar places on the sea that people have come to know and inhabit through
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fishing and living on boats, places that hold memories, are regarded in many 

ways as “home." Boats are, among other things, people s sea-going homes. 

Perhaps for these reasons, fishing as a matter of being “away from home" was 

not a major theme in the interviews. Couples often fish together, and children 

may be involved as well. There are many long personal fishing histories, and in 

some families several generations of fishing history. Many had fathers, 

grandfathers, brothers, or mothers who fished. Some started as children, and 

many sometimes take their own children fishing. Thus large parts of people’s 

lives are spent on the sea, and their own and often their families’ histories are 

entwined with this seascape.

Working and living on small boats in an unstable environment has effects on the 

body and calls for the development of habits and 'body wisdom’, adaptations 

that not everyone who trys fishing can manage. With time, these adaptations 

become part of the person.

2. Place and occupational choice

The place itself, the natural environment, is often an important reason for the 

choice of this occupation. The comment of one fisherman, “People fish 

because they iove the country," must be heavily qualified with economic 

considerations, but the interviews provide corroboration for his statement. Most 

people included ‘liking the country,’ wanting to be out there, or something 

similar, among their reasons for choosing to fish, and responses to other 

interview questions indicated considerable appreciation of and involvement . 

with the natural environment. The Alaska Public Survey findings (Alves 1980) 

lend support to this conclusion.

3. The economic value of learning about places

Learning locations where fish are found, and the intricacies of fishing there, 

often takes considerable time. Through an investment of time and money, a 

fisherman builds up a repertoire of places, methods for fishing there, and ideas
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about timing. This kind of knowledge has economic value, particularly 
important in common property fisheries where the productive resources 
themselves cannot be owned.

4. Moving about over a large region
Most fishermen have large ranges, differing for each individual captain, based 
on personal strategies. Although fisheries regulatory boundaries have to be 
obeyed, and secrecy about fishing places is used as a way of compensating for 
the absence of ownership boundaries, these fishermen prefer the flexibility to 
fish within different parts of a large range, partly as a way of coping with the 
variability of the ocean environment, and they will extend that range through 
exploration. An individual makes different strategic choices each year, or, as 
they sometimes said, the fish make the choices. The sense of freedom, 
adventure, and the opportunity to see new places are valued aspects of this 
relationship to place.

The orientation to a large region is reflected in fishermen’s environmental 
concerns. The interviews showed their interest in and concern about the 
environment around the region where they fish and beyond, and this broad 
regional orientation is evident when fishermen and fisheries organizations take 
political stands with regard to environmental issues. Social relationships also 
have a regional character. Friendships are not limited to people from one's 
community of residence, and “running partners" and “coding groups" that share 
in-season information are frequently from more than one community. People 
said they like the sociality of fishing that involves encountering friends from past 
seasons on fishing grounds and in harbors

5. A preference for wild country
These fishermen prefer wild country to developed and domesticated country. 
Wild nature is seen as useful, and does not, in their view, require separation 
from environments used by humans. The interviews indicate that maintenance
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of wild lands is both a personal preference and a reflection of their view of what 
is best for fish and wildlife habitat. Politically, they have constituted a regional 
interest group for the maintenance of wild lands, lending support to some 
protected land designations and opposing developments potentially impacting 
fish and wildlife habitat. Fishing settlement styles and the minimal terrestrial 
impact of the fishing-based society suggest a lack of interest in controlling or 
changing the surrounding natural environment.

6. Wild nature is regarded as 'productive', and as a place to work
Wild nature is seen as productive for fish and other useful goods. Nature is 
seen as producing, without human aid or intervention, surpluses of fish and 
other resources which people can appropriate. This view includes an 
assumption that killing wild fish, as well as hunting land mammals and birds for 
household consumption, are appropriate human activities. In the fishermen’s 
view, this taking is not detrimental if limited so as not to diminish the generative 
capacities of the natural systems. Management of fisheries for sustainability is a 
major concern because the commercial fleet is capable of taking fish well in 
excess of what is sustainable. Compared to most modem occupational groups, 
fishermen are less buffered from the effects that they and others have on natural 
systems. While they recognize the uncertainty involved in management for 
sustainability, most are encouraged by past successes in Alaska and in the 
region, and recent political issues have given them reason to voice confidence 
in the management regimes and agencies. Domestication of fish, especially 
salmon, is viewed as dangerous to wild stocks and contrary to fishermen's 
financial interests.

7. Observing changes in nature, and learning to fish
Paying attention to changes in nature is part of fishing. Fishermen see nature 
as dynamic and not necessarily in equilibrium, and this affects their models of 
nature, patterns of learning, and views about knowledge. They try to apprehend 
trends and consistent patterns, but often find that they have not succeeded.

167

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Uncertainty and the perceived changeability of nature cause many of their 
explanatory models about natural processes to remain tentative. In most 
fisheries, learning requires extensive first-hand experience, partly because of 
the variability of this ocean environment. Only some of the knowledge gained 
through experience is readily transferable from one person to another; much is 
implicit knowledge, or activated only in conjunctions of circumstances, in 
‘practice.’

Since knowledge must be gained through extensive first-hand experience, it is 
more embodied in the person than typical modern Western knowledge. Fishing 
societies’ egalitarian emphasis, respect for elders, and respect for individual 
autonomy can be understood partly in terms of the importance of knowledge 
developed in individuals through experience. A cultural value of respecting an 
individual's decisions also helps support captains in situations requiring 
frequent decision-making under conditions of uncertainty. The importance of 
long personal experience is related to fishermen's respect for those fisheries 
management biologists who have extensive experience and who reciprocate by 
respecting fishermen’s knowledge.

8. Stories are connected to places
Stories are a valued part of fishing life. Fishermen's stories are usually 
connected to places and appreciated best by people who know the settings. In 
the absence of human modifications to the landscape and seascape, the many 
stories associated with places are signs of a human history there.

Perhaps the most important finding is not captured in any single theme and not 
stated explicitly in interviews, but is shown by the totality of them. It is a finding 
that the relationship of these people to the environment around them, to ‘place’, 
is a central aspect of the culture, and, for long-time fishermen, a central aspect 
of individual being. Recall that the Alaska Public Survey asked a question in 
1979 about willingness to move (described in Chapter 2) that showed the
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degree to which this relationship to place is not reducible to economics.
Despite low average incomes and a lack of facilities in their communities, 
residents of small (mostly fishing) communities were highly satisfied with their 
place of residence and very few were willing to move to other states even if they 
became unemployed and could work elsewhere at the same kind of job for what 
would, in effect, be higher pay.

Nearly all the living and involvement with ‘place’ described here occurred on 
the sea. This example of a maritime way of life should encourage 
anthropologists and others to recognize the sea as a human habitat and place 
of being. Although an analysis of a set of interviews cannot hope to convey the 
depth of connection to an environment that people develop out of several 
decades of inhabiting it through fishing, the material clearly shows that this 
relationship to ’place’ is fundamental to many individuals and to a local culture.

The qualities of the sea, the treatment of fish as a common property resource, 
perceptions of what makes good fish habitat, and the hunting aspects of the 
fishing occupation can be seen to structure the relationship to ’place’ described 
here. There are similarities to the relationships that hunter-gatherer people 
have to the land. Important, too, is the self-selection of participants. The 
anthropological literature suggests that certain personality types are attracted to 
fishing. Further, for people who have a preference for undomesticated nature, 
Alaska is among the relatively few places in the U.S. where they can find that, 
and fishing is one of the few ways to make a modern living in association with 
that kind of environment.

Questions were posed in Chapter 1 concerning fishermens’ ‘sense of place’: is 
there a maritime ‘sense of place’ among these people, and if so, what are some 
of its distinctive characteristics, and how important is that relationship to place to 
the local fishing culture? In the summary presented above, the questions 
concerning the existence and importance of this maritime sense of place are
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answered in the affirmative and some of its defining characteristics are 
presented. The distinctiveness of those characteristics is shown in Chapter 5, 
where fishermen’s relationship to place is shown to contrast and conflict with 
some themes and values of agricultural societies and of mainstream U.S. 
society.

Another question asked in Chapter 1 was whether a relationship to place 
acquired through fishing can partially override other cultural differences. This 
can be answered at least tentatively in the affirmative: a substantial consistency 
of views and values regarding relationship to place emerges from these 
interviews of long-term fishermen, despite the varied origins of individuals. 
Tlingits from the Native community of Hoonah, non-Native residents of small 
rural fishing communities and larger regional towns who in some cases grew up 
in fishing families, and people from other parts of the U.S. who chose to become 
Southeast Alaska fishermen - all seemed to view their relationship to the 
surrounding environment in similar ways. However, differences among people 
with different cultural backgrounds might have been elicited through 
appropriate questions and more in-depth interviewing. Based on other studies 
of modern Tlingit people, Tlingit fishermen’s ‘sense of place’ might incorporate 
a conception of places as sites of ancestral action, associations that have the 
spiritual power to affect the destinies of people in the present. The extent to 
which, in the fishermen interviews, the views of Native and non-Native 
fishermen do appear similar may be explainable by two factors. First, beginning 
early in the twentieth century, the Native people of Southeast Alaska became 
involved in commercial fishing, incorporating it as part of their way of life.
Second, fishing involves aspects of a relationship to nature similar to that of 
northern Native peoples who lived or continue to live by hunting and fishing.
Wild nature is regarded as productive for human use and as an ordinary part of 
daily life, rather than as something needing to be conquered, altered, or 
separated from human-use areas. Additional value similarities, including 
attitudes about knowledge, and about individual competence and autonomy,
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were noted in Chapter 2.

All of these findings about fishermen’s sense of place require qualification, 
because they are by no means equally true of every person involved in these 
fisheries, much less of all fishermen in all fisheries. The people interviewed 
were mostly long-term fishermen. They live in the region where they do most or 
all of their fishing, and many reside in small rural communities. The majority 
own their own boats, although many also participate as crew on boats 
belonging to others. What about people who have fished here only for a short 
time, and those who crew intermittently? For some, fishing may simply be a way 
to produce income through a brief stint of hard work. What about people who 
live in distant parts of the U.S. (typically Washington or Oregon)? One can only 
guess at a continuum that starts with being no different from mainstream society.
I suspect that people who have participated in these fisheries for a long time but 
live elsewhere have values and outlooks similar to those of the study group.
This is suggested by the similarity of values revealed in interviews of fishermen 
residing in relatively urban Juneau with fishermen living in rural places like 
Pelican. The Alaska Public Survey (Alves 1980) results also suggest a 
similarity of values between regional fishermen as a group and residents of 
small rural fishing communities. Moreover, I agree with Poggie and Gersuny, 
who state: “Fishing is not simply an occupation, but a way of life, having more 
influence on the feelings of individuals and being more pervasive in their lives 
than most landbound occupations” (1974:66).

The people described here are part of the larger society. They operate fishing 
enterprises as small businesses, and many achieve a middle-class standard of 
living. Nevertheless, their relationship to their surrounding environment differs 
substantially from that of the larger society. Ethnic affiliation does not explain 
this difference. The transmission of a local “fishing culture" to people who may 
arrive on the scene as adults also seems an inadequate explanation of the 
difference. Ecological explanations involving the demands and opportunities of
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the occupation and of the environmental setting offer more explanatory power. 
Bourdieu’s ideas about 'practice' discussed in Chapter 2 also seem particularly 
relevant, because he proposes that culture is acquired not so much through the 
transmission of knowledge and concepts, but more as habits of mind and body 
acquired through doing, in the activities of everyday life. A ‘habitus’ developed 
by working and living in a particular set of natural and socially constituted 
conditions, that produces a shared body of dispositions, classificatory 
categories and generative schemes, could result in similarities among 
fishermen and differences from the larger society, especially because the 
anthropology of fishing shows that this occupation has a strong effect on social 
behavior and values.

The description of fishermen’s preference for maintaining wild nature, their 
opposition to economic activities harmful to fish and wildlife habitat, and 
statements that regional fishermen have a record of actively supporting such 
views, might appear to be artifacts of attempts by the fishermen themselves, or 
by the anthropologist, to improve fishermen’s image with “environmentalists," or 
simply to make them sound like nice people. Under the circumstances - 
interviews done for a report for the Park Service - there is, no doubt, some 
element of presenting an image. But the responses in 1979 by fishermen and 
residents of small rural, mostly fishing communities to the Alaska Public Survey 
(Alves 1980) showed the same views about maintaining wild nature and fish 
and wildlife habitat. Ecological views were less popular then, and espousing 
them was not a way of achieving a positive public image. Alaska tended to be . 
behind the curve in intellectual fashions, and the ideology of “progress” was 
dominant among the political and economic elite. It appears that fishermen 
have been and remain as out of step with the ideology of “progress and 
development" as they are now out of step with mainstream wilderness 
ideologies.
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B. Mainstream perceptions of fishing

A second set of questions raised in Chapter 1 have to do with people who are 
not familiar with the fishing way of life. How do their views, especially views 
informed by wilderness-centered nature ideology, contrast with the fishermen’s 
relationship to ‘place’? Why do people coming from this perspective sometimes 
find fishermen’s relationship to this place disturbing and unacceptable? The 
dominant culture appears to view fishing negatively, as evidenced by pervasive 
negative assumptions and misinformation about these fisheries, and by the 
effort to remove commercial fishermen from Glacier Bay. To a degree, these 
phenomena can be explained by the general unease about the state of the 
earth’s environment, and a feeling that one is obligated to have an informed 
opinion about a broad range of environmental topics unmatched by the ability to 
gather and digest the necessary immense amount of information. There is bad 
news about the decline of many of the world’s fisheries and a reduced 

confidence in fisheries management.83 But similar news about agriculture does 
not have quite the same effect; small farms are not automatically perceived to 
be destroying the environment, nor is agriculture ever written off as a failed or 
outdated human adaptation. This suggests that additional cultural factors are 
involved.

This thesis has argued that fishermen’s difference both from agricultural 

societies and from modern mainstream Euro-American societies in their 

relationship to the natural environment contributes to the lack of understanding 

and negative evaluation of these fisheries. In essence, the themes of 

fishermen’s relationship to ‘place’ described earlier are implicated in this 

situation. A number of values and relationships differ, but the Euro-American 

values and concepts most seriously in conflict with fishing relationships are the

83 In addition to the well-known declines of North Atlantic ground fish and Pacific Northwest 
salmon, there are world overviews such as the Food and Agriculture Organization’s conclusion 
that 35% of the 200 main fish stocks are currently in decline (The Economist 1998:13). Noted 
papers such as Larkin (1977) and Ludwig, Hilbom and Walters (1993) have questioned the 
scientific bases for sustainable management of exploited fish stocks.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



, 174
division of nature into ‘pristine’, ‘wild’ nature and the rest of nature, combined
with conceptions of the appropriate relationship of humans to a now
ideologically sacred category of ‘wild’ nature. These have the effect that people
doing productive work or living in ‘wild’ nature are perceived as violating a
crucial sacred category. In effect, human work is believed to destroy the wild.

The set of mainstream cultural concepts described here is now focused on the 
fishermen’s homeland and working space. It is a powerful focus because this 
“wilderness” (as the mainstream culture categorizes Southeast Alaska 
fishermen’s area of operation) is not just any “wilderness.” Fishermen may 
have opted to live and work in the periphery, in a place formerly considered 
undesirable by mainstream society due to climate, remoteness and terrain, but 
this periphery has become a major summer tourist destination and iconized 
landscape. This transformation is happening to the region as a whole, and 
particularly to Glacier Bay National Park, considered one of the pinnacles of the 
national “wilderness" parks. In certain highly-valued landscapes the frame of 
reference described in Chapter 2 of sacred categories, the need to purify 
space, and the need for clear and ritually significant boundaries takes on a 
religious tone. Dangerous pollution is caused by the existence of anomalous 
entities within critically defended categories. Thus commercial fishing has been 
defined by some influential national organizations as, in effect, a profane 
human activity that must not be allowed in a place that now symbolizes the 
purity of nature.

I have argued that the Glacier Bay National Park fishing issue is an example of 
conflicting values that is best understood not as an environmental issue, but as 
an ideological, perhaps a religious ideological issue, that carries an 
“environmental” label. As an area comes to be identified with the category of 
“wilderness,” working in and inhabiting that area is seen as a problem where no 
problem was perceived before. Thus the 1939 expansion of Glacier Bay 
National Park that took in major fishing waters came to be seen as requiring
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exclusion of fishing boats only after large-scale tourism and associated publicity 

brought the area to national attention. Because of the crucial distinction made 

between work and recreation in this ideology, fisheries and the fishermen who 

engage in them come to disturb the category of ‘pristine nature’ there in a way 

that, for example, cruise ship and charter sport fishing operations do not.84

Negative assumptions and erroneous facts about these fisheries and fishermen 
indicate the level of ideological disturbance and also serve to support the cause 
of cleaning up the distressing anomaly. But while Weaver (1996), in his study of 
the creation of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, describes a campaign 
aimed at vilifying the mountain people in order to justify their removal from the 
new park, the negative valuation of the Southeast Alaska fisheries seems to be 
the product of an existing idea system rather than the result of orchestrated 
efforts by those who support the removal of commercial fishermen from Glacier 
Bay. However, national environmental organizations do encourage their 
members to take negative views of fisheries, including of those in Glacier Bay. 
Mainstream media sources also participate in the creation of a view of fisheries. 
The exercise of power by such organizations is seen in their ability to bestow 
meanings and to name things: the ability to lay down the categories through 
which reality is perceived, and to deny the existence of alternative categories. 
The mainstream media and national environmental organizations have 
concentrated on the story of ‘the death of the great fisheries’, presented as a 
drama of human greed combined with an inevitable “tragedy of the
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84 Holland American Lines, a division of Carnival Corporation, was awarded the largest number of 
available cruise ship entries into Glacier Bay for 1999 despite pleading guilty six months earlier to 
charges of deliberately discharging 500,000 gallons of oily wastewater into waters of Southeast 
Alaska (Alaska Public Radio News 1999a and 1999b). A New York Times article about the 17 
major cruise lines stated that these companies “are based in this country and 90 % of their 
passengers are Americans. The cruise lines, ail of them registered in foreign countries, do not 
observe the nations's labor laws, minimum wage law and many environmental and safety 
regulations” (Franz 1999). The award of cruise ship entries into Glacier Bay to Holland American 
Lines was predicated partly on the fact that the company submitted the best proposal to avoid 
pollution in Glacier Bay (Nemeth 1999 pers. com.).
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commons.”85 Carelessness with facts about fisheries is common, at least in the 
information I encountered about the local fisheries. As large tourist 
corporations center more operations in this part of Alaska, and link their 
operations with smaller-scale operations, they, too, may see local commercial 
fishermen as a problem. As Asad points out (see Chapter 2 of this thesis), a 
coincidence of interests need not imply collusion or even agreement in 
ideologies.

If organizations and individuals were not girding themselves to defend the 
wilderness category from threats, they might be able to take in more information 
about these fisheries and their effects on the regional and Glacier Bay 
environments. Because they cannot imagine that an area can be lived in and 
worked in by humans - especially by some fishermen who are in many ways 
ordinary Americans - without wild nature being irrevocably altered and 
destroyed, they cannot comprehend a history that involves the recovery of 
salmon and halibut stocks from the lows of several decades ago, nor recognize 
that there are some controls in place to prevent ever-increasing numbers and 
sizes of fishing operations. The ideological anxiety hampers recognition that a 
century of commercial fishing has left exceedingly little mark on the regional 
landscape, and that the attitudes and efforts of local fishermen can be given 
some credit (or blame, depending on one's views) for delivering it as 
“wilderness” into the present. If the ideological framework discussed here were 
less powerful in shaping perceptions, national environmental organizations 
might see the fishermen of this region as allies, as the regional environmental 
organizations generally do.

But is the analysis presented here of the conflict between these fisheries and 
mainstream ideologies sound, and if so, how much does it explain? It is not 
based on a direct study of what non-fishermen know or believe about these

85 McEvoy contends that the thesis of the tragedy of the commons represents a ‘mythology’ of 
resource use, a model ‘in narrative form for the genesis and essence of environmental problems’ 
(in Palsson and Helgason 1996:46).
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fisheries, or their views about nature and how they think fishing fits in with 
‘nature’. Moreover, it does not differentiate among visitors to the area who view 
the fisheries in different ways. A study based more solidly on data is needed. I 
hope this thesis will help motivate such a study and that both the compilation of 
erroneous assumptions and the theoretical perspectives outlined here will be 
useful in that undertaking.

The description in this thesis of fishermen’s relationship to place points to 
values that are respected when local inshore fisheries are protected from the 
effects of off-shore industrial-scale fisheries. Beyond that, the findngs in this 
thesis could be used as a basis for arguing for more attention to the socio
cultural effects of biological management decisions. But while more attention to 
socio-cultural effects can be beneficial, making good biological management 
decisions often requires ignoring at least the short-term effects on the human 
societies built around the fisheries. Fishermen are aware of this, and, as 
mentioned in Chapter 4, one even called to voice doubts about my plan to write 
about fishermen’s ‘sense of place’ because “too cozy a view of fishing" can be 
detrimental to the essential matter of preserving the stocks of fish and the 
sustainability of fishing. Fishermen try to maintain a degree of flexibility to 
respond to regulatory and other changes, although this flexibility becomes ever 
more difficult to maintain in the face limited entry programs, market competition 
from farmed salmon, the Pacific Salmon Treaty restrictions, and the Glacier Bay 
fisheries closures.

The ideas and data presented in this thesis are perhaps more relevant to 
another concern: the prospect for continued knowledgeable local involvement 
in maintaining both sustainable fisheries and the natural environments upon 
which they depend. Consistently, people whose perspectives were formed by 
the ideology of wilderness knew little about the fisheries. Some took fish for 
granted; more often, they assumed fish stocks had already disastrously 
declined, or inevitably must decline. This thesis suggests that knowledge and
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involvement can be lost in the conversion of ‘place’ into “wilderness."

Nearly every segment of the tourist industry in this region is growing rapidly. 
Consequently, an increase in the number of people who see commercial 
fishermen as ‘out of place’ seems inevitable. Effects could include pressure to 
close additional Park waters to fishing, allocation decisions favoring charter 
sport fishing over commercial fishing, and a lack of political support for funding 
commercial fisheries research and management. With the shift to tourists and 
charter sport fishing clients who recreate in this “wilderness" and return to 
distant homes, I suggest there will also be a loss of the fishermen’s complex 
ecological knowledge and of their involvement in the fate of this ecosystem.
This kind of knowledge cannot simply be recorded and stored in books or 
computers. This is especially true of knowledge about a highly changeable 
natural environment. It is knowledge that must be continually created in 
practice, in situations allowing for feedback, and in socio-cultural contexts that 
persist over time.
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Appendix 1

GLACIER BAY COMMERCIAL FISHERIES STUDY: 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVES INTERVIEW GUIDE

It is expected that the interview should not go longer than 3 hours.
During section A, interviewer’s talking should be minimized so that ‘story’ can 
emerge. However, pay attention to the bulleted topics and make an effort to 
have them addressed if they do not appear in the undirected narrative. During 
sections B and C, more directed questions can be answered. If person appears 
uncomfortable with certain questions, do not pursue them. Use maps, USGS or 
NOAA charts, to locate specific activities, fishing grounds, anchorage, incidents.

A. Personal History
1. “Could you please tell us about your history of participation in 

commercial fishing?” Things to listen for - ask supplementary questions if not 
addressed.

• Parents or close relatives in commercial fishery?
• Earliest personal involvement?
• Number of different fisheries participated in?
• Years as crewman - what fisheries?
• Years as captain - names of boats, characteristics?
• If retired, when and why?

2. "What has been important to you about commercial fishing?”

3. “Can you give an example of a memorable experience in commercial
fishing?” '

4. What is your fishing range?

5. “Are there areas that are particularly special to you in the over-all
region - places that have special significance or that you regularly 
return to?"

6. “Could you comment on technological changes you have seen and its
effect on the fishery?”

B. Glacier Bay Experiences.
1. “Could you please tell us your history of commercial fishing in Glacier 

Bay NP waters?"
• Different fisheries
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• Different areas: Outer coast, Cross Sound/Icy Strait, Glacier Bay

2. “How does fishing in Glacier Bay NP fit into your fishing strategy?"
• Different fisheries
• Different eras (phases of career)
• Different years
• Different seasons

3. For trailers: “Can you tell us approximately what percent of your catch
comes from GB NP waters?" (Should this separate kings and 
cohos?)
• on a year when you do a lot of fishing in those waters
• on year when you do relatively little fishing in those waters?

(explain problem with fish ticket data)

4. “What factors are involved in your decision to fish in Glacier Bay?”
• Past success
• Seasonal information on stock abundance
• Weather
• Others

5. “Relative to other areas that you fish, do Glacier Bay National Park
waters have any special characteristics?”
• Subareal distinctions - Outer coast, Cross Sound/Icy St., Glacier

Bay
• Species or fishery
• Weather
• Tide
• Feed
• Water temperature
• Regulation
• Accessibility
• Other

C. Social and Cultural Context
I. Fisheries management & regulation 

1 .’’What is your relationship to management. Do you have input, or 
believe you could if you wished?”

2. “Belong to any organizations concerned with fish management or
habitat ?’’

3. “What are your most serious concerns? How comfortable do you feel
with present management?"

196
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II. Social
1." Who are generally your crewmen?"

• Relatives
• Network
• Off the dock
• Length they stay as crew

2. “Fishermen typically have a network of other captains with whom they
share information, maybe travel and fish by, and call on in times of 
emergency. In your fishing, could you pleast characterize this 
pattern?”
• Number of individuals (estimate)
• Fishery
• Types of activities
• How entered into network: relative, same town, other

3. “Where do you do vessel maintenance and/or acquire supplies?”

4. “What other people are important to you in the conduct of your
commercial fishing?”

III. Cultural
1. “Why do you commercial fish?”

• Could you do something else?
• Would you like to do something else?

2. “What do you like the most about commercial fishing?"
• Glacier Bay experiences
• People
• Challenge
• Opportunity
• Environment
• Direct own activities

3. “What do you like least about commercial fishing?”

4. “How is your life different because you are a commercial fisherman,
instead of following some other occupation?” 

or “Are there traits you think this occupation has developed in you?”

5. “What difference does it make, having commercial fishermen as a
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significant part of these communities?"

6. “Are there any other cultural aspects that are important? “

7. “Can you give examples of memorable fishing experiences in Glacier
Bay NP waters?" (ask for both positive and negative experiences)
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Appendix 2

Examples from literature: questionable assumptions and facts 
about fisheries

Although no deliberate search was made of popular and environmental 
literature about fishing, examples incidentally encountered illustrate some of the 
factual errors and negative assumptions about fisheries in general, or about the 
fisheries of this region.

The fisheries chapter in Watersheds 2: A Casebook of Environmnental Ethics 
(Newton and Dillingham 1997) describes the decline of North Atlantic fisheries, 
then says “The analysis and conclusions of this chapter should hold good for 
any fishery in the world” (1997:149). For the world in general, most forms of 
fisheries regulation are described as largely unworkable. Involvement of 
fishermen in the development of regulations is viewed as counterproductive, 
and fishermen are seen as opposed to regulation generally:

Clearly something has to be done. But it is not in the nature of the fishing industry, carried 
on by thousands of entrepreneurs who own their own boats, to cooperate in making and 
enforcing rules to limit the catch, even though such rules are necessary to keep the fishery 
going in the long run... The fishermen keep doing what they have been doing all their
lives, even though it destroys the resource from which they draw Any remedial action,
then, must begin outside the industry (1997:149).

The authors present their solution: “For a long-term supply of fish for the world, 
we must encourage fish farming" (197:160). They mention some problems of 
aquaculture - diseases and coastal real estate conflicts - but seem unaware of a 
list of additional concerns such threats to wild species for genetic and other 
reasons, pollution and heavy antibiotic use, problems which make the benefits 
of marine aquaculture, especially for carnivorous fish species, an open question 
for many biologists (The Economist 1998; McGinn 1998).

Other literature shows lack of attention to the facts of particular fisheries. Trawl 
gear, now identified in the media with destructive fishing practices, incorrectly 
appears as the salmon fishing gear in aScientific American article on British 
Columbia cohos. The article says that in the Canadian Pacific the previous fall, 
“trawling for pink, chum and sockeye salmon was significantly reduced" 
(Zorpette 1999).® Time says “Alaskan trawlers were sweeping up the salmon 
that spawn in Canada's rivers" (Nash 1997:65). Fisheries stocks are assumed 
86 To my knowledge there are no directed trawl fisheries for salmon anywhere in the world, 
although salmon is taken as bycatch in offshore trawl fisheries. The Scientific American writer 
jointed a research project aboard what were apparently seine boats, which he identified as 
“trawlers."

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



or implied to be declining even where they are not. The same Time article 
described Pacific salmon without mentioning abundant Alaska stocks: “In the 
U.S. overfishing is only one factor in the plight of this once abundant fish" (Nash 
1997:66). The Plundered Seas: Can the World’s Fish Be Saved? (Berrill, 1997, 
published by Sierra Club Books) has an accurate description of the problems 
that led to the decision to impose individual fishermen’s quotas (IFQs) in the 
North Pacific halibut fishery and the expected benefits of the new system, but 
concludes this with the statement, “The fish may even recover" (1997:92). The 
author evidently failed to check the status of North Pacific halibut stocks. A 
report of a Jan. 1998 meeting of the International Pacific Halibut Commission 
states that stocks are currently at a cyclical high, “one of the strongest stocks in 
memory," and the Commission’s new population model “predicts that a quota 
could be set well over 100 million pounds without damaging the fishery.
Caution about the reliability of the stock estimation model and the conservative 
recommendations of fishermen and processors capped the quota at 72 million 
pounds (Associated Press 1998). The Associated Press report contradicts not 
only the notion of depleted stocks in The Plundered Seas, but also Watersheds 
2's portrait of the influence of fishermen on regulations.87 in The Plundered 
Seas Berrill avoids pessimistic views of Alaska salmon fisheries, mentioning 
the increased harvests of “30 million lbs. in the early 1970s to almost 200 
million lbs. now”. But in attempting to account for this success his discription of 
how the fisheries are managed and conducted is heavily based on imagination, 
or possibly on misidentification of the Prince William Sound Aquaculture 
Association with the totality of the mainly wild salmon-based Alaska fisheries.

200

87 a fisherman member of the advisory board said some concern over price contributed to their 
lower recommendation (Associated Press 1998).
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Appendix 4 The Lituya Bay earthquake story
201

Lituya Bay, with its dangerous entrance bar, is the only harbor for a long stretch 
of the outside coast. Briefly, the story is that in July 1958 a large earthquake 
occurred along the Fairweather Fault, a major fault running through the upper 
end of the T-shaped bay.ss At the head of the bay, rock sheered off a steep 
mountain face to an altitude of 3,000 ft. and crashed into the water. A wave 
1,700 ft. high was thrown up on the opposite point, sheering off all trees and 
soil. Icebergs calved off the glaciers at the two upper ends of the T . The wave 
moved down the bay at about 100 mph. Still 50 to 100 ft. high at the mouth of 
the bay, it swept over the rocky spit that nearly closes the bay’s entrance, 
removing the trees growing on it. Aerial photos taken the next day show the bay 
full of icebergs and peeled logs. Three trolling boats were in the bay at the time 
of the quake. One disappeared without a trace. The second boat was lifted by 
the wave and carried over the spit. It crashed into the ocean on the other side 
and was destroyed, but the man and wife aboard got into their skiff and were 
rescued by another trailer who pushed his boat through the floating debris. The 
third boat, crewed by a man and his six-year-old son, rode inland on the wave 
and out again into the bay, after which they managed to motor out of the still 
wildly sloshing bay (Caldwell 1986). The Tlingit had stories about a sea 
monster that lived in Lituya, and geological research (Miller 1960) has provided 
evidence of a history of four or five such events there in the last 105 years, of 
which 1958 was the largest.

88 This fault can be seen in Map 2, where it appears as “Desolation Valley," a long trough filled with 
glaciers parallel to the Pacific coast.
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Produced by the United States Geological Survey
Control by USGS, NOS/NOAA, International Boundary 
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Compiled from USGS 1:250 000-scale topographic maps dated 
1982 and 1985. Planimetry revised from other source data
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The Fairweather Range, thrust upward in relatively recent geological times, greatly influences the region's climate. Th<
terrane geological formation, a piece of sea floor transported by plate tect

GLACIER BAY 

NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE

THE LANDSCAPE
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve is one of the largest units of the National
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In addition to subduction, plates may move past each other longitudinally. In the 
Glacier Bay region, the Pacific plate creeps northwestward along the North American 
plate. At the present rate of movement, in a few million years, Lituya Bay will be 
transported north of Anchorage. Part of today’s British Columbia shoreline would 
rest next to the Fairweather Range. In the same way, geological segments from 
completely different and distant origins have been carried to be welded to the 
continental plate edges in the park.
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The mature forests and muskegs of Dundas Bay, near Icy Strait, are indications that the area was not glaciated during the recent ice advance

EARTHQUAKES
ie lengthy time frame involved makes it difficult to visualize crustal plate 
the release of pressure through earthquake activity reminds us that these 
are still taking place. One major and many lesser faults run through 
National Park and Preserve. Earthquakes occur regularly and several 
lave been noted in the literature. -

an earthquake with its epicenter on the Fairweather Fault not far north 
is said to have caused the face of Muir Glacier to collapse. The resulting

(terminus). If the terminus lies in shallow 
allowing the glacier to advance. A glacial ten) 
until the water becomes shallow.

An advancing glacier tends to gouge 01 
Loose sediments are conveyed toward the tern 
moraine) builds up which provides the gla 
tidewater glacier pushes this base in front < 
meltwater rivers are also scooped up as th
advancing glacia] ice.
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e recent ice advance that covered Glacier Bay. The park's outer coast contains a variety of be

t  t

inus lies in shallow water, minimal ice is lost by calving, 
tvance. A glacial terminus in deep water may retreat rapidly 
shallow.
er tends to gouge out its bed to the underlying bedrock, 
veyed toward the terminus. A sediment platform (submarine 
ich provides the glacier with a protective base, and the 
s this base in front of it as it advances. Sediments from 
so scooped up as these sediments are overridden by the
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

Lamplugh Glacier, one of the park’s bluest, has beei 
mouth of Johns Hopkins Inlet for 30 years.

Reid Inlet
Reid Glacier retreated until well into the 1970's, then 

in front of it and has advanced in recent years.
Muir Inlet

McBride Glacier, one of two tidewater glaciers still ret
Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



t contains a variety of beachscapes. This park region, as here at Icy Point, is a part of the Pacific oceanic plate that is moving generally northwes
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apes. This park region, as here at Icy Point, is a part of the Pacific oceanic plate that is moving generally northwestward.

V t
anting slowly at the

to build an outwash

in Glacier Bay, has 

te 1960's. Recently,

GEOLOGIC TIME CHART 

Terms and boundary ages used by the U. S. Geological Survey

E O N  ; E R A  ; ’ PERIOD EPOCH

B O U N D A R Y  A G E  j 
IN  | 

M IL L IO N  Y E A R S  !

Q u a te rn a ry
H o lo c e n e

‘  i i1
i

P le is to c e n e I
1

i i | N e o g e n e P lio c e n e  - ; s
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



GLACIER BAY 
NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE

THE LANDSCAPE
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve is one of the largest units of the National 

Park System, with an area of 3.3 million acres, including a 57,000-acre preserve 
along the lower Alsek River. A variety of landscapes are represented in the 90-mile- 
wide by 110-mile-long park, which is about half ice and bare rock and half marine 
waters and vegetated terrain.

Several mountain ranges run generally north and south. The highest of these, 
the Fairweather Range, has numerous peaks over 10,000 feet, culminating in 15,300 
foot Mount Fairweather. Other ranges are the southern Saint Dias, Alsek, Chilkat, 
Takhinsha, and Beartrack Mountains.

Glacier Bay itself is a recently degiaciated 60-mile-long, Y-shaped fiord. Over a 
dozen tidewater glaciers discharge ice into the upper arms of the bay, among the 
most southerly concentration of tidewater glaciers in the Northern Hemisphere.

The park’s southern boundary includes part of Icy Strait, which connects Glacier 
Bay and the Inside Passage of Southeastern Alaska to the Pacific Ocean.

An 85-mile-Iong strip of the park lies west of the Fairweather Range between 
Cape Spencer and Grand Plateau Glacier. Several small inlets and 8-mile-long Lituya 
Bay are interspersed with long stretches of sandy beaches, glacial moraines, and 
headlands.

The northernmost area of the park was added in 1980. The Alsek River, which 
joins with Yukon Territory’s Tatshenshini River, is one of few river systems to breach 
the coastal range from the subarctic interior. The Alsek River delta serves as the 
confluence of several streams and rivers. Dry Bay is a shallow, estuarine lake above 
the beach barrier.

THE LAND’S FORMATION
A great number of geological processes have been at work to create Iandforms as 

they presently exist. The best overall explanation of how the country may have 
generally formed is through the relatively recent concept of plate tectonics.

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve lies on the edge of one of the Earth’s 
crustal segments, the North American plate. Not far offshore of the park’s coastal 
lowlands west of the Fairweather Range is the Pacific plate. The interaction between 
these two plates floating on the Earth's molten core is thought to have influenced the 
bedrock geology and the topography of the region.

These are some of the processes by which plates are thought to have shaped the 
landscape.

Where these plates meet, the thinner and heavier Pacific plate slides underneath 
(subduction). The resulting pressure causes the North American plate to buckle and 
uplift. By looking at the map, one can see the results of this process in the series of 
mountain ranges and valleys (faults) running north to south along the plate’s edge.

Plate pressure creates stress and heat that may deform existing (country) rocks or 
may change them completely to other rock types through the process called 
metamorphism. Bedrock that is driven to great depths by plate movement may melt 
and then flow upward as magma through country rocks, cooling as different (igneous) 
formations, or the magma may be extruded and cool on the surface.
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In addition to subduction, plates may move past each other longitudinally. In the 
Glacier Bay region, the Pacific plate creeps northwestward along the North American 
plate. At the present rate of movement, in a few million years, Lituya Bay will be 
transported north of Anchorage. Part of today's British Columbia shoreline would 
rest next to the Fairweather Range. In the same way, geological segments from 
completely different and distant origins have been carried to be welded to the 
continental plate edges in the park.

While the theory of plate tectonics is a promising explanation for existing 
landforms, this theory is still evolving. There are still more questions than answers 
when trying to fit regional geological pieces into the theory framework With this in 
mind, what would be a reasonable sequence of geological events that may have 
happened at Glacier Bay?

Three to four hundred million years ago, fish and shellfish, plankton of many 
forms, corals, and a myriad of other sea life lived and died in a warm, distant sea, 
perhaps near the Equator. Over the seasons, the remains of these marine creatures 
settled to the ocean floor and mixed with layers of volcanic ash and other debris. In 
time, these layers solidified and became limestone, sandstone, and siltstone.

The fossils embedded in this rock were carried on a long journey. They 
happened to lie on a crustal plate moving northward about 2 inches a year. But the 
joumey was fitful, with years of quiet interrupted by earthquakes, during which the 
fossils and rocks lurched northward. Volcanic eruptions periodically spewed magma 
over parts of the sea floor, building an island chain that at times was submerged then 
reappeared.

The joumey covered thousands of miles and a great span of time. When it 
began, plant life was only beginning to cloak the Earth's single continent, Pangea. 
There were no sea birds to skim the waves, or whales, or sea turtles or their reptilian 
kin. When the fossils reached their present location, flowering plants added a touch 
of color to the rocks, and dinosaurs, birds, and mammals shared the land and sea.

The joumey ended about 100 million years ago, when the fossilized rock collided 
against the North American continental plate and lodged there. Much of lower and 
middle Glacier Bay is made of Willoughby Limestone from a distant 
sea-part of what geologists call the Alexander terrane (Gloomy Knob near Tidal Inlet, 
Marble Mountain, Willoughby Island, the Marble Islands, and Mount Wright on the 
map are other examples). In places the pressures from this or later collisions 
between plates have grossly distorted the limestone layers or have changed it to 
marble, slate, schist, and other rock types. Volcanic elements of the island chain are 
visible in the basalts of Black Mountain near Riggs Glacier.

It is thought that two other distinct blocks of oceanic floor have been transported 
long distances by plate movements to Glacier Bay. It is possible that they were 
cemented together somewhere during their mid-ocean travel before reaching Alaska, 
or they may have arrived separately.

The first is a narrow band of rock called the Tarr Inlet Suture Zone that runs 
through Confusion Point in Johns Hopkins Inlet. The origin and time of arrival of 
this metamorphic material (slate, conglomerate, chert, greenstone, greenschist, and 
marble) is not clear, but it is dramatically distinct from the surrounding bedrock.

The second is the rock (Chugach terrane) of the Fairweather Range and the 
coastal region westward. This material may have attached later, some within the past 
20-60  million years. The original sedimentary layers have been greatly distorted-for 
example, uplifted 3 miles above sea level-changed, and intruded with igneous matter 
until the resulting bedrock geology is varied and complex.

At different times during the period 3 0 -1 1 0  million years ago, magmas 
associated with one or more of the events described intruded to form the granite, 
granodiorite, and diorite that is the most common rock of upper Glacier Bay (Tarr 
Iniet, Gilbert Peninsula, Russell Island, for example).
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EARTHQUAKES
t the lengthy time frame involved makes it difficult to visualize crusted plate 
its, the release of pressure through earthquake activity reminds us that these 
its are still taking place. One major and many lesser faults run through 
ly National Park and Preserve. Earthquakes occur regularly and several 

es have been noted in the literature.
99, an earthquake with its epicenter on the Fairweather Fault not far north 

rk is said to have caused the face of Muir Glacier to collapse. The resulting 
don of icebergs was so heavy during the next few years that steamships 
include Glacier Bay in their itinerary, 

lerous earthquakes have been recorded, including those of Tlingit Indian 
it remote Lituya Bay, which also lies on the active Fairweather Fault. The 
ijor event was the famous “Lituya Bay Earthquake” of July 9, 1958. It is 

that the plate to the west moved northwestward about 21 feet during this 
ne. The quake caused several large landslides from steep slopes in the Bay’s 
iches, which in turn created a wave up to 1,700 feet high. The giant wave 
ire trees from Lituya's shoreline as it travelled toward the ocean, and left a 
is visible from the air today.

GLACIERS AND GLACIATION
tal plate movement has set the stage for another land sculpting process, 
l. The uplifting of the mountains has created large areas at high elevation, 
from the Pacific cools as it rises over these peaks, condenses, and much of 

iderable precipitation falls as snow. Prevailing overcast skies and cool 
throughout the year reduce snowmelt, and upland areas are permanently 
'ered.

accumulates in mountain basins to great depths, compresses to ice under 
eight, then moves downslope by gravity. This is the usual way by which 

are formed. Should more snow fall over a period of years than melts, a 
ill thicken and grow longer (advance). If, on the other hand, there is a deficit 
a glacier will shrink and become shorter (retreat).
ier Bay is renowned for two centuries of very rapid glacial retreat of a 
on not observed elsewhere. In 1794, Captain George Vancouver’s 
pher depicted Glacier Bay as a 4-mile-long indentation off Icy Strait filled by 
terminus. The next map, by naturalist and Glacier Bay discoverer John Muir 

showed the glacier had retreated over 35 miles. Grand Pacific Glacier 
d to retreat until, by 1920, it had become solely a Canadian glacier. In 
0 years the glacier had retreated over 60 miles, or an average of nearly a 
mile annually!
it has caused such a lengthy glacial advance followed by a rapid retreat at 

y during a time when an “Ice Age" seems a more ancient phenomenon? 
e at least two exceptional factors involved, 

crustal plate movement has fashioned the right topography to encourage 
flow of ice down the length of Glacier Bay. The Fairweather Range, one of 

d’s highest coastal ranges, is flanked for much of its length by this deep and 
>ay that acts as a natural “gutter” to the many mountain drainages. Glaciers 
low eastward from the Fairweather peaks and fill the bay. Other ranges add 
re of ice as well.
nd, tidewater glaciers have their own movement dynamics. Generally 

to the same snow budgets as other glaciers, the advance or retreat of a 
r glacier is also thought to depend upon the depth of the salt water at its face

(terminus). If the terminus lies in shall 
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Tan-
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measured at over 30 feet annually.
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lies in shallow water, minimal ice is lost by calving, 
nee. A glacial terminus in deep water may retreat rapidly 
"ow.
tends to gouge out its bed to the underlying bedrock, 
ed toward the terminus. A sediment platform (submarine 
provides the glacier with a protective base, and the 
is base in front of it as it advances. Sediments from 

scooped up as these sediments are overridden by the

cier loses its grip on its protective moraine. This may 
'od of years when the glacier retreats slightly, or it may 
raine is pushed into deep water, such as where the mouth 
-per body of water (as where Glacier Bay joins Icy Strait), 
stands in deep water, ice calves from the face in such 
y retreat too rapidly to build another terminal moraine. 

1 a point of equilibrium is reached, as when the glacier 
an at the head of the bay. At that point, there is minimal 
r or by warm lowland temperatures, because the glacier is 

to mountain snow accumulation areas. Then the glacier 
al moraine, and begin to advance once more, 

it would be expected that tidewater glaciers in Glacier Bay 
somewhat independently, depending on the depth, width, 
rough which they flow. Although a remarkable glacial 
uring the past two centuries, circumstances have changed 
ny examples of both retreating and advancing glaciers in

RESENT GLACIAL STATUS
iter glaciers are now stable or advancing, not retreating, 

f the bay had begun to stabilize by the 1920's and some 
ard for nearly seven decades. Tidewater glaciers in Muir 
o the 1980's, and some continue to do so although at a 
r glaciers in upper Lituya Bay have advanced noticeably 
d mapped by the French explorer La Perouse in 1786. 

Tarr Inlet
the bay’s !argcct, has advanced about 2 miles since 1920, 
cundary, and is now joining with Margerie Glacier. The 
nt and its meltwater rivers are filling in Tarr Inlet at a rate 

ualiy.
bly the park's most visited, has remained nearly stationary 
~p waters of Tarr Inlet lie just off its face, but it may begin 
it joins with Grand Pacific Glacier.

Johns Hopkins Inlet 
mple of a glacier that every few decades surges forward 
tains to tidewater. Surging glaciers advance at relatively 

00 feet daily. This is thought to be the result of a build-up 
h the ice, lubricating a rapid forward movement, 
er, supplied precipitously by the highest peaks of the 

dily advanced through deep, narrow Johns Hopkins Inlet

mained nearly stationary for reasons like the previously 
now joined with the advancing Johns Hopkins Glacier.

fluctuations in Glacier Bay, Alaska, in the past 
n Scientific Research in the National Parks, First, 
1976, Proceedings, v.2, p.809-813.

in Lituya Bay, Alaska: U.S. Geological Survey 
.50-83.
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Lamplugh Glacier, one of the park's bluest, has been 
mouth of Johns Hopkins Inlet for 30 years.

Reid Inlet
Reid Glacier retreated until well into the 1970's, then be 

in front of it and has advanced in recent years.
Muir Inlet

McBride Glacier, one of two tidewater glaciers still retre< 
uncovered a new arm of Muir Inlet.

Riggs Glacier has been near its present location since tn 
meltwater rivers have rapidly begun to build an outwash q 
shown signs of advancing. I

Muir Glacier, for many years one of Alaska's most fa 
retreat that has lasted 200 years. The rate of retreat si 
1980's, and the waters in front of the glacier's terminus have]

Pacific Coast Glaciers
La Perouse Glacier, the only glacier in North America 

ocean, is near the furthest extent it has reached historically, 
is in or near the surf and varies only slighdy from year to yeai

North Crillon and Lituya Glaciers, in Lituya Bay, continj 
outwash sediments.

The status of each of these glaciers may change from yq 
reach tidewater are only a portion of those in the park. Ovei 
the Fairweather Range are holding their own, while those 1 
Glacier Bay and along the Alsek River are retreating. I

GLACIER BAY: PAST, PRESENT, AND
How can we hope to comprehend the continuum of el 

Bay National Park and Preserve? Our lifespans are too shoe 
of geological events, mankind has occupied a mere eye bfl 
must have passed without leaving a trace. However, wi| 
evidence in hand, a sense of curiosity, and a healthy imaj 
uniquely privileged to be able to grasp the flow of time on a I 

There is no beginning or logical end to the creation ol 
Built in part of the calcareous remains of ocean life in a cl 
thousands of miles by subterranean forces, augmented 
eruptions, and modified by heat and pressure as two of tfl 
collided, the Iandforms continually changed. They continue 
mountains give birth to glaciers that, along with erosion frq 
will eventually wear their summits down. Glaciers will earn 
the lowlands as the ice repeatedly advances and retreats oven 
slivers of ocean rock will accrete on the park’s Pacific coast) 
will rise. As the continent extends to the west, Glacier Bay 
perhaps destined to be a lake or to fill in completely in some 

Today’s Iandforms and glaciers of Glacier Bay National 
spectacular, and they are preserved for the enjoyment of gel 
visitors see not a static scene, but one where glaciers adl 
exceptional pace, and where many signs of geological events! 
to see. It is a place that enriches our understanding of the tin
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rk’s bluest, has been advancing slowly at the 
ears.
Reid inlet
to the 1970's, then began to build an outwash 
t years.
uir Inlet
ter glaciers still retreating in Glacier Bay, has

-nt location since the late 1960's. Recently, 
to build an outwash delta and the glacier has

e of Alaska's most famous, has continued a 
The rate of retreat slowed noticeably in the 
glacier’s terminus have become shallower.
Coast Glaciers
er in North America that stands in the open 

reached historically. The location of its face 
htly from year to year.

, in Lituya Bay, continue to advance over their

may change from year to year. Glaciers that 
ose in the park. Overall, glaciers flowing from 

eir own, while those in the eastern portion of 
are retreating.

T, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
d the continuum of events that shape Glacier 
lifespans are too short. As a species, in terms 
cupied a mere eye blink of time. Many eras 
trace. However, with only scattered bits of 
>, and a healthy imagination, we humans are 
the flow of time on a broader scale, 
end to the creation of Glacier Bay landforms.

of ocean life in a distant place, transported 
n forces, augmented en route by volcanic 
pressure as two of the Earth's surface plates 
nged. They continue to do so. The uplifting 

along with erosion from frost, rain, and wind, 
wn. Glaciers will carry mountain sediments to 
nces and retreats over Glacier Bay. Additional 
e park’s Pacific coast. New mountain ranges 

the west, Glacier Bay may pass further inland, 
in completely in some distant future time.- 
f Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve are 
r the enjoyment of generations to come. Park 
ne where glaciers advance and retreat at an 

; of geological events lie unvegetated and easy 
-derstanding of the unique world we live in.
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Where these plates meet, the thinner and heavier Pacific plate slides underneath 
(subduction). The resulting pressure causes the North American plate to buckle and 
uplift. By looking at the map, one can see the results of this process in the series of 
mountain ranges and valleys (faults) running north to south along the plate’s edge.

Plate pressure creates stress and heat that may deform existing (country) rocks or 
may change them completely to other rock types through the process called 
metamorphism. Bedrock that is driven to great depths by plate movement may melt 
and then flow upward as magma through country rocks, cooling as different (igneous) 
formations, or the magma may be extruded and cool on the surface.

Glacier Bay, a fiord system averaging 800 feet deep, catches glacial ice flowing down adjai
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million years. The original sedimentary layers have been greatly distorted-for 
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: resulting bedrock geology is varied and complex.
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al plate movement has fashioned the right topography to encourage 
of ice down the length of Glacier Bay. The Fairweather Range, one of 

îghest coastal ranges, is flanked for much of its length by this deep and 
it acts as a natural “gutter” to the many mountain drainages. Glaciers 

ard from the Fairweather peaks and fill the bay. Other ranges add 
' ice as well.
[tidewater glaciers have their own movement dynamics. Generally 
|e  same snow budgets as other glaciers, the advance or retreat of a 
cier is also thought to depend upon the depth of the salt water at its face

Tyeen Glacier is an example of a glacier 
from the surrounding mountains to tidewater, 
phenomenal rates, up to 300 feet daily. This i 
of water within and beneath the ice, lubricatinc 

Johns Hopkins Glacier, supplied precij 
Fairweather Range, has steadily advanced thrc 
for 60 years.
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Johns Hopkins Inlet 
of a glacier that every few decades surges forward 
to tidewater. Surging glaciers advance at relatively 

et daily. This is thought to be the result of a build-up 
liice, lubricating a rapid forward movement, 
fupplied precipitously by the highest peaks of the 

advanced through deep, narrow Johns Hopkins Inlet

led nearly stationary for reasons like the previously 
} joined with the advancing Johns Hopkins Glacier.

will eventually wear their summits down. Glaciers will carry me 
the lowlands as the ice repeatedly advances and retreats over Gla 
slivers of ocean rock will accrete on the park's Pacific coast. N 
will rise. As the continent extends to the west. Glacier Bay may 
perhaps destined to be a lake or to fill in completely in some dista 

Today’s Iandforms and glaciers of Glacier Bay National Pai 
spectacular, and they are preserved for the enjoyment of general 
visitors see not a static scene, but. one where glaciers advanc 
exceptional pace, and where many signs of geological events lie u 
to see. It is a place that enriches our understanding of the unique
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!!y wear thelr summits Houm. Glaciers will carry mountain sediments to 
; as the ice repeatedly advances and retreats over Glacier Bay. Additional 

cean rock will accrete on the park’s Pacific coast. New mountain ranges 
the continent extends to the west. Glacier Bay may pass further inland, 
ried to be a lake or to fill in completely in some distant future time, 

landforms and glaciers of Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve are 
and they are preserved for the enjoyment of generations to come. Park 
not a static scene, but one where glaciers advance and retreat at an 
pace, and where many signs of geological events lie unvegetated and easy 

i a place that enriches our understanding of the unique world we live in.
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The Alsek River cuts through the Fairweather/Saint Elias Mountains en route from Yukon Territory, Canada, to coastal
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