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Cross-Bred Pink Salmon
Graduate student Sara Gilk is working on Tony Gharrett's Sea Grant research project "Conserving
Salmon Biodiversity: Outbreeding Depression in Pink Salmon." The research will demonstrate whether
interbreeding of naturally separated salmon populations can result in loss of fitness and productivity.
For example, there may be high risk to the fitness of populations if hatcheries enable interbreeding
between salmon from natural and nonlocal populations. Knowledge from genetics studies like this one
can be used to restore threatened salmon in the Pacific Northwest, and can be used in managing Alaska
salmon.

Gilk is working with pink salmon resulting from one or two generations of interbreeding between fish
from Auke Creek, near Juneau, and Pillar Creek, near Kodiak, begun in 1996. Gilk is looking at traits in
the cross-bred fish that can indicate genetic defects, such as asymmetry in the gill rakers and
branchiostegal bones. Also, she is raising fish from the crossbreeding experiments. The salmon hatched
in November, will be fin-clipped and released in Auke Creek in March, and will be retrieved in fall
2001.

Later this month Gilk will embark on one of the most important aspects of her research, to find out
whether the microsatellite DNA genome can identify different family groups of pink salmon. Micro-
satellites are small DNA units, copied and passed on from one generation to the next but not used by
the organism for functional coding.

Gilk is a newcomer to UAF--she started graduate school in August 1999. Since her arrival, in addition
to conducting salmon research she has been taking classes in ichthyology, statistics, and population
dynamics. Her undergraduate degree is from Whitman College in Washington, and her college
experience includes a genetics research project at the Idaho National Environmental and Engineering
Laboratory. Gilk plans to finish her master's degree in spring 2002.

Alaska's Ocean Sciences Bowl Rescheduled
The Alaska National Ocean Sciences Bowl (NOSB) was postponed to February 12-13, 2000, to take
place in Seward. The statewide high school marine knowledge quiz was rescheduled because heavy
snow and avalanches blocked the Seward Highway. The Alaska marine science competition draws
students from across the state. Teams will compete to represent Alaska at the NOSB national finals in
Washington, DC, in mid-April. For more information about the Alaska event go to
www.uaf.edu/seagrant/nosb/index.html.

Coastal Use Testimony
MAP aquaculture specialist Ray RaLonde has testified at recent public hearings on land use conflicts.
The hearings were arranged by the Department of Natural Resources, whose role is to review
applications for 43 coastal aquaculture permits. RaLonde lent his science expertise on clam and
geoduck farming, to help assure Alaska Department of Fish and Game Habitat Division and the public
that the farms would have only a small impact on the environment. The permits are for Southcentral
and Southeast Alaska.

If the aquaculture farmers get their permits, they stand to benefit from littleneck clam and geoduck
studies that RaLonde will conduct this season. RaLonde and graduate student John Pugh will do the
grow-out research in Southeast Alaska, Prince William Sound, and possibly Kachemak Bay. The
research is funded by the Alaska Science and Technology Foundation (ASTF). Because of his
technology research experience, RaLonde has been tapped to help ASTF revise their grant application
procedures.

Seafood Industry Consortium
How can the Alaska seafood industry attract and retain a well-trained Alaskan workforce? The Seafood
Industry Human Resource Consortium (SIHRC) has formed to accomplish just that. SIHRC is creating
a program to train Alaska residents for the seafood industry. MAP director Don Kramer and seafood



technology coordinator Liz Brown are part of the group, composed of seafood workforce professionals,
educators, community service organizations, and private industry. They will use the School-to-Work
model to train young people for Alaska seafood industry jobs, and will develop a Web site to deliver
information. Alaska Sea Grant will help support the Web site. SIHRC plans to target high school
students, and use "job shadowing," internships, and scholarship opportunities to get people trained. The
group is raising funds through donations and grants. SIHRC's purpose is to carry out a commitment of
the seafood industry leadership to develop a skilled, dedicated, and properly trained Alaskan workforce.

Earthquake/Tsunami Web Site
Alaska Sea Grant has a new Web site on earthquake and tsunami hazards, The Next Big Earthquake in
Alaska May Come Sooner Than You Think, www.uaf.edu/seagrant/earthquake/index.html. The site is
part of the National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation Program initiated by the U.S. Department of
Commerce, designed to reduce the impact of tsunamis through hazard assessment. The Web site covers
how to prepare for an earthquake, how to reduce earthquake damage, dangers of tsunamis, why we have
earthquakes in Alaska, other geologic hazards in Alaska, and information sources.

The content of Sea Grant's earthquake/tsunami Web site originally appeared in a booklet insert in the
Anchorage Daily News. The booklet was written by Peter Haeussler with support from U.S. Geological
Survey, Alaska Division of Emergency Services, Alaska Division of Geological and Geophysical
Surveys, Alaska Earthquake Information Center, Alaska Tsunami Warning Center, and University of
Alaska Fairbanks Geophysical Institute.

Pacific Fisheries Technologists
MAP director Don Kramer is president of the Pacific Fisheries Technologists, and conference chair for
the 2000 meeting to be held in Ketchikan March 26-29. Seafood specialist Chuck Crapo is chairing the
program committee for the meeting.

Presentation topics include processing, seafood marketing, by-products, biochemistry, regulations,
seafood safety, HACCP, aquaculture, value-added products, packaging, and waste disposal. Also on the
agenda are tours to the SSRAA Salmon Hatchery at Neets Bay and to two Ketchikan seafood
processing plants.

There will be a student paper competition this year for a travel grant award. Students wishing to
compete should send an extended abstract, which includes the key tables and figures to be presented at
the meeting. Judging will be done by the program committee. The deadline for receiving these in the
Anchorage Marine Advisory Program office is February 15, 2000. For information about the
competition contact Don Kramer at (907) 274-9691, afdek@uaa.alaska.edu. For further details on the
meeting visit www-seafood.ucdavis.edu/events/pft.htm.

HACCP Training
National Seafood HACCP Alliance instructor training is scheduled for February, March, and April
2000. Don Kramer will lead two of the sessions, to be held in Seattle and Minneapolis. Alaska 2000
HACCP courses are listed at www.uaf.edu/map/haccp.html. HACCP (hazard analysis critical control
point) is a program that assures seafood safety by monitoring all seafood processing operations.

SFOS Helps Girl Scouts
Ann Knowlton and other SFOS graduate students are helping local Girl Scouts earn their Water
Wonders badge. Scouts tour the university's water treatment plant, and take water samples on Smith
Lake using collection nets they make themselves. SFOS provides funding for the project, and Alaska
Sea Grant donates free photocopier use.

SFOS Faculty in the News
The Environmental News Network, one of the largest internet science news Web sites, is featuring Mike
Castellini's Antarctic seal studies on its Web page. The site has links to Castellini's journal entries as
well as an audio interview with Arctic Science Journeys Radio. The feature was arranged by Doug
Schneider. See the ENN site at www.enn.com/features/2000/01/01262000/antarctica_9166.asp.

Brenda Norcross is highlighted in a recent article on the long-term impact on herring stocks of the 1989
Exxon Valdez oil spill in an ABC News Online science column. The article can be viewed at
abcnews.go.com/sections/science/DyeHard/dye990324.html.

How Well Do Americans Know the Oceans?



In a national telephone survey of 1,500 Americans, in summer 1999, the Ocean Project explored the
public's knowledge, connections, values, and attitudes about oceans.

They found that while many Americans have an emotional connection to the oceans, they are relatively
unaware of the condition of the oceans and they greatly underestimate their own role in damaging the
oceans. When Americans are asked five questions on knowledge of ocean functions, most can answer
only two questions correctly.

Six in 10 Americans know that the climate and amount of rainfall on the earth is regulated more by the
oceans than by the rotation of the earth. Only 39% know that more plant and animal life is found in the
oceans than on land. Only 21% know that oceans produce more of the earth's oxygen than forests.
When asked to choose the main source of ocean pollution, only 14% of Americans select the correct
answer--"runoff from yards, pavement, and farms." Most choose "waste dumped by industry," and 16%
believe most pollution is from trash and litter washed into the oceans from beaches.

The public considers damage to the oceans to be a second tier environmental problem when compared
to other environmental problems. Threats to the oceans are seen as less serious than air and water
pollution and toxic waste.

Ocean Project looks to aquariums, zoos, and museums to play a major role in educating the public
about the oceans--the survey found that in the last year one in three Americans visited an aquarium,
zoo, or museum. The Ocean Project is a public education effort of aquariums, zoos, and museums to
build awareness of the importance of the oceans, with 50 institution partners serving more than 100
million visitors a year. For more information, see the Ocean Project Web site at theoceanproject.org/.

Internships
The Alaska SeaLife Center is sponsoring a volunteer internship/externship program for college students
or recent graduates. Interns gain experience in rehabilitation and public education as they relate to the
North Pacific marine ecosystem, in fields of animal husbandry, research, education, public relations,
and administration. All internships are full-time. The ASLC internship program provides housing
and/or food stipend for a certain number of applicants. See the Web site for intern application at
www.alaskasealife.org. Deadline for summer internship applications is March 1, 2000. For more
information contact Linda-Rae Olsen, lindao@alaskasealife.org.

Job Openings
The Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies in Homer has several seasonal job openings at two sites. Wynn
Nature Center is a 126-acre preserve 5 miles from Homer. Peterson Bay Field Station is a rustic facility
5 miles from Homer across Kachemak Bay, accessible only by boat. Contact CACS for full job
descriptions, cacs@xyz.net.

Positions are Environmental Educator in Oceanography, Environmental Educator in Coastal Ecology,
two Program Coordinator positions, two Senior Naturalist positions, and three Naturalist Intern
positions. Application due date is March 1, 2000.

Alaska State Parks has seasonal openings for two Program Coordinators, in Ninilchik, to perform
interpreter jobs. Contact Sharie Methven-Toney, Alaska State Parks, Kenai/PWS, P.O. Box 3248,
Homer, AK 99603, fax (907) 235-8386.
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principal investigators of Alaska Sea Grant and the Marine Advisory Program, and staff of the School
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Garza Wins Award
Ketchikan MAP agent Dolly Garza received the 1999 Sister Goodwin Award for her book Tlingit Moon
and Tide Teaching Resource. Garza is the first recipient of the award, which is part of the American
Book Award program of the Before Columbus Foundation. The award, created to honor Inupiaq
educator Sister Goodwin (Elizabeth Hope), was presented to Garza in January at the Alaska Native
Educators conference in Anchorage.

The American Book Awards were established in 1978, and approximately 18 writers are honored with
the award each year. The purpose of the American Book Awards is to promote American multicultural
literature. American Book Award winners are selected by a panel of writers, editors, and publishers.

Tlingit Moon and Tide Teaching Resource, published by Alaska Sea Grant, shows teachers how to
present ecosystem knowledge held by Native inhabitants of southeast Alaska. The book was funded in
part by the National Science Foundation's Alaska Rural Systemic Initiative, through the Alaska Native
Knowledge Network at UAF. Tlingit Moon and Tide Teaching Resource is available at Sea Grant.

Alaska NOSB
Many generous SFOS volunteers and contributors helped make the third annual Alaska National Ocean
Sciences Bowl competition a success. Forty-one students from Alaska high schools participated in the
three-part event—a science knowledge quiz game, research presentations, and an art show.

This year's teams came from White Mountain, Anchorage, Juneau, Seward, Unalakleet, Chugiak, and
Soldotna. Members of the Juneau "Tsunami" team were the winners, based on their research project and
quiz game performance. They will represent Alaska at the National Ocean Sciences Bowl finals in
Washington, DC, April 14-17. In addition to the trip to DC, the winning team received a free year of
tuition at UAF.

Three high schools participated in the juried art competition, called Ocean Connection, with 130 art
pieces. Best of Show was Harmonic Symbiosis, an oil pastel painting of clown fish, viewable at
www.uaf.edu/seagrant/nosb/art.html. Entries were displayed in the Alaska SeaLife Center after the
event.

The National Ocean Sciences Bowl is sponsored by the Consortium for Oceanographic Research and
Education (CORE) in partnership with the National Marine Educators Association (NMEA). The
Alaska regional competition is sponsored by the UAF School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, with
additional support from Alaska Sea Grant. Judy McDonald coordinated the Alaska event. For more
details see www.uaf.edu/seagrant/nosb.

Extension Showcase for BOR
At the February meeting of the University of Alaska Board of Regents, highlights of outreach
accomplishments were presented by Marine Advisory, Alaska Cooperative Extension (ACE), Alaska
Space Grant, and Mining Extension. Ray RaLonde, Rick Steiner, and other UAF extension faculty gave
presentations at the "showcase" event. Alaska Sea Grant created 14 posters focusing on extension
achievements that have made a positive difference to Alaskans.

Crab Bibliography
Bibliography of Research on Snow Crab (Chionoecetes opilio), edited by A.J. Paul, is available in an
online, searchable PDF file at www.uaf.edu/seagrant/pubvid/pubs/AK-SG-00-01.pdf. The bibliography
provides fisheries managers and researchers a useful tool to help in the understanding of Chionoecetes
opilio biology. Snow crab supports the largest crab fishery in Alaska, but because it is indigenous to the
northern Bering Sea much of the research on this species takes place far from its home waters. This
bibliography of 1,050 entries brings together research published in Japan, Russia, Canada, the United
States, and other countries. A printed version of the bibliography will be available soon.



AFS Fellowship
The American Fisheries Society is recruiting for an AFS/Sea Grant fellowship position to work in the
Washington, DC, area. Over an 18-month period, the Fellow will organize a symposium on climate
impacts on living aquatics, produce the proceedings of the symposium, and create a climate/living
aquatic resources database on the web.

Candidates must have an M.S. degree or be a graduate student in marine science/policy or marine
affairs, with skills in writing plus knowledge of the scientific publishing process. Salary is $45,000 for
18 months, and the start date is August 1, 2000. Closing date for applications is June 1, 2000.

The fellowship is sponsored by AFS, National Sea Grant Office, National Marine Fisheries Service,
National Ocean Service Coastal Ocean Program, U.S. Geological Survey Biological Resources
Division, U.S. Department of Energy Office of Science, American Geophysical Union, and Department
of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. For more information contact Emory Anderson at
Emory.Anderson@noaa.gov.

Intertidal Books
Alaska Sea Grant is distributing two books on intertidal plants and animals, published by Plant Press:
North Pacific Seaweeds, by Rita M. O'Clair and Sandra C. Lindstrom, 2000, ISBN 0-96642-451-4, 160
pp., $24.95. This is an illustrated guide to 154 of the most abundant seaweeds and seagrasses. It
includes common names, descriptions, physiology and ecology, and recipes.

Southeast Alaska's Rocky Shores: Animals, by Rita M. O'Clair and Charles E. OClair, 1998, ISBN
0-96642-450-6, 564 pp., $29.95. This is a guide to more than 460 species of vertebrate and invertebrate
animals in the rocky intertidal zone of Southeast Alaska. It includes common names, descriptions,
range, and ecology, with 400 illustrations. It's useful from the Aleutian Islands to southern Oregon and
beyond.

Herring Symposium
Herring 2000: Expectations for a New Millennium, 18th Lowell Wakefield Fisheries Symposium, was
held last month in Anchorage. The meeting brought together more than 100 scientists who study
herring biology and ecology, study the social and economic aspects of herring fisheries, and manage
herring, to share information and discuss ways to conserve the herring resource and assure sustainable
fisheries.

Enthusiasm remained high among symposium participants, even at the end of four days of working 11
hours a day. The symposium provided a special opportunity for Alaska herring researchers, whose
numbers are few, to hear what other researchers in the northern part of the world have learned.
Presentations were made by researchers from Canada, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Japan,
Norway, Poland, Russia, Sweden, United Kingdom, and the United States.

The keynote address, "The Role of Herring Investigations in Shaping Fisheries Science in the Past, and
Expectations for the Future," was presented by Robert L. Stephenson of the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, Biological Station, St. Andrews, New Brunswick, Canada.

A peer-reviewed symposium proceedings will be published in early 2001. Brenda Baxter coordinated
the meeting, and sponsors were Alaska Sea Grant, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, and U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service.
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Traineeship for Steller Sea Lion Research
Economics graduate student Branka Turcin has been awarded a one-year Sea Grant traineeship for her
master's research work on the project "Benefit-Cost Analysis of Federal Protection of the Steller Sea
Lion." Assistant professor Kelly Giraud is Turcin's advisor. The study will compare the costs and
benefits of the critical habitat unit program (CHU), which limits human activity in or near the critical
habitat of wildlife designated "endangered" under the U.S. Endangered Species Act (ESA).

The ESA mandates that economic and other social impacts be considered when designating CHUs, in
part because the cost of implementing, managing, and monitoring critical habitat for Steller sea lions is
paid for by U.S. federal taxes through federal agencies. The designation of Steller sea lion CHUs has
impacts on fisheries and mineral exploration in the Bering Sea, Gulf of Alaska, and Cook Inlet.

Students Get Research Funding
SFOS graduate students Grace Abromaitis and Monica Bando were awarded supplemental funding for
their research projects from the Center for Global Change and Arctic System Research, and Sea Grant.
The Center for Global Change selected ten students in this year's Student Research Grant competition;
Alaska Sea Grant helped support two marine projects. Brenda Norcross is providing guidance to Bando
on her project, "Developing a Nutritional Model of Kodiak Island's Steller Sea Lions." Abromaitis'
project is "A Retrospective Assessment of Primary Productivity in the Bering Sea as Indicated by
Seabird Isotope Ratios." Don Schell is her major professor.

Hanselman Awarded Fellowship
SFOS graduate student Dana Hanselman has been awarded the Graduate Fellowship in Population
Dynamics and Marine Resource Economics, a NMFS-Sea Grant joint fellowship. Hanselman will get
three years of support for his PhD. studies. Terry Quinn is Hanselman's major professor, and Jonathon
Heifetz, fishery research biologist at the the Auke Bay Laboratory, will be his NMFS mentor.
Hanselman is finishing his master's degree at SFOS Juneau Center, on adaptive cluster sampling of
rockfish in the Gulf of Alaska. For his doctoral project Hanselman will analyze results from field
studies done for his master's project. He will construct new spatial models for rockfish, and compare
them to existing models, to show spatial, temporal, and habitat patterns. Currently the reliability and
interpretation of results from trawl surveys is a serious problem in rockfish assessment, in part because
rockfish, especially Pacific ocean perch, are found in clusters. New survey methods that are designed
for such highly aggregated species can go a long way to reducing the uncertainty of stock assessments.

Sea Grant Book Wins Award
Sea Grant's Water Wise book has been awarded an honorable mention in the 1999 Blue Pencil
Competition of the National Association of Government Communicators. Water Wise: Safety for the
Recreational Boater, by Jerry Dzugan and Susan Clark Jensen, also has received praise from boating
safety specialists nationwide for its comprehensiveness and easy-to-read style. Sue Keller edited the
book, and Dave Brenner designed the cover and text pages. The book sells for $19.95 and is available
from Sea Grant.

New Products from Sea Grant
Salmon Migration Game. Kids will love to play this board game, and they'll learn about salmon at the
same time! The color-illustrated, laminated game takes players through the salmon life cycle, from egg
laying to spawning. A fun way to learn salmon biology, including the dangers they face from natural
predators, food supply, weather, and human influence. Published in cooperation with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the game is geared to grades K-5. It is packaged in a tube, complete with game pieces.
21.5" x 16.5", $10.00.

Video on Alaska's CDQ Program. A new one-hour video, produced by the SFOS Marine Advisory
Program's Deborah Mercy and Rick Steiner, aired statewide in early 2000 on Alaska public television



stations. Sharing the Sea: Alaska's CDQ Program, describes the federal Community Development
Quota fisheries program for rural Alaska villages on the Bering Sea. The program tells the story of how
the CDQ program was developed, and how it works to provide jobs, education, training, and resource
stewardship. Sea Grant sells the video for $15.00.

Seafood Bookmarks. These beautifully illustrated, laminated bookmarks show species important to
Alaska's fisheries: chinook salmon, sockeye salmon, sidestriped shrimp, Pacific halibut, and red king
crab, with delicious recipes printed on the reverse side. 2.5" x 7", package of 5 for $2.00.

Seafood Technologists Met
Seafood scientists from Alaska and the U.S. West Coast gathered in Ketchikan in late March for the
annual meeting of the Pacific Fisheries Technologists. Presentations included Brian Himelbloom's
research on home cooking practices to inactivate Salmonella in seafood, and Susan Vitt's study on
methods to prevent Listeria growth in cold-smoked salmon. Himelbloom and Vitt are at the UAF
Fishery Industrial Technology Center in Kodiak. MAP director Don Kramer is president of the Pacific
Fisheries Technologists.

Charter Log Newsletter
Terry Johnson, Homer MAP agent, published Issue 33 of the Charter Log Newsletter in December
1999. The audience for the newsletter is Alaska sport fishing guides and charter operators. For a free
subscription contact Beverly Bradley at the Anchorage MAP office, (907) 274-9691. The Charter Log
Newsletter is on the Web at www.uaf.edu/map/charterlog.

NOAA Library Wins Award
NOAA's Central Library in Silver Spring, MD, received the 1999 Library of the Year award from the
Library of Congress. The award recognizes the innovative ways that the library fulfills information
demands. NOAA's Central Library has more than a million books and journals that support research in
atmospheric sciences, fisheries, space sciences, marine biology, meteorology, and oceanography. Visit
the library online at www.lib.noaa.gov.

Funding Opportunities Database
The UAF Proposal Office has subscribed to a new funding database called IRIS. The Illinois
Researcher Information Service (IRIS) offers a database of more than 8,000 federal and private funding
opportunities in the sciences, social sciences, arts, and humanities. IRIS has a funding alert service, as
well as an opportunity for faculty to post their CVs. For more information contact the UAF Proposal
Office at 474-7719 or fnamt1@uaf.edu. The online IRIS site is www.library.uiuc.edu/iris/.
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FNSK@uaf.edu.
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Program Assessment
In a staggered four-year cycle, the National Sea Grant Office in NOAA is assessing the university Sea
Grant College Programs. Funding for programs for the following four-year period is determined by a
grade arising from the assessment. The Alaska assessment visit (PAT visit) will take place in July 2001.
Oregon Sea Grant is earlier on the schedule and will be visited this year. Following is an excellent
discussion of the PAT, and of the upcoming Oregon visit. I encourage all connected with the Alaska Sea
Grant family to read Bob Malouf's discussion, reprinted from the newsletter Inside Oregon Sea Grant,
Winter 2000.
--Ron Dearborn, Director

What Is This PAT Thing Anyway? By Bob Malouf, Oregon Sea Grant Program Director
For the past three years you may have noticed various Oregon Sea Grant people mumbling, whispering,
and generally fussing about something called "PAT." But, it is unlikely that anyone has been able to
explain exactly who or what this PAT thing is, and why it is getting so much attention. As it happens,
the PAT of our preoccupation is not a person. It is a group of five people, specifically a Program
Assessment Team, who are coming on September 11, 2000 to spend three days evaluating Oregon Sea
Grant. At the end of their visit, in addition to producing a report, the team will give our entire program a
single overall rating of Excellent, Very Good, Good, or the dreaded Needs Improvement.

The PAT's rating will determine Oregon Sea Grant's level of federal merit funding, which over the four-
year period until our next visit from a PAT could add to our budget anywhere from a high of $1,000,000
for an Excellent rating to a low of $0 for a rating of Needs Improvement. If pride in our program were
not enough, the merit funding provides us with a million very good reasons to care about the PAT visit.

But there's more. It is the policy of the National Office of Sea Grant (NOSG) to present the PAT's
formal report to the appropriate administrative unit in the university. In our case that is the office of the
Vice Provost for Research, and I have been told by Vice Provost Toby Hayes that the report will also
serve as the university's evaluation of Oregon Sea Grant.

The Team
The PAT consists of five members, plus Dr. Emory Anderson, a fisheries expert and our program officer
with the NOSG. The members are Dr. Carlos Fetterolf, a retired fisheries scientist from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and a member of the National Sea Grant Review Panel (NSGRP); Dr. Robert Duce, a
physical oceanographer formerly with Texas A&M and also a member of the NSGRP; Bud Griswold, a
retired Extension monitor from NOSG; Bob Stickney, a fisheries and aquaculture specialist and director
of Texas Sea Grant; and Vera Alexander, dean of the School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences at the
University of Alaska. All five members have considerable experience with program management in
general and with Sea Grant in particular. Fetterholf, Duce, and Anderson participated in the Washington
Sea Grant PAT in June 1999. Griswold has significant experience with Sea Grant Extension, heading
that unit at the National Office for several years. No other member of the PAT has experience in
Extension, although as a Sea Grant director in Texas, Bob Stickney is knowledgeable about it and
knows what to look for in a good program.

The Rating Criteria
The panel's final rating of our program will be based on factors that fall into four general categories:
strategic planning (10%), organization and management (20%), connecting with users (20%), and
producing significant results (50%). We know that in PAT visits of other Sea Grant programs the extent
to which a program is "connected with users" has, in large part, been assessed on the results of outreach
efforts. Thus, more than one-half of our overall rating will be based on what are known collectively as
outcomes. Clearly, the team will want to know more than just what we did and who we funded. They
want to know what resulted from that investment of time and money. Who benefited and how? And
how do we know that they benefited? That in a nutshell is the challenge that confronts us.

In many respects the future well-being of this program may be determined during the week of
September 11, 2000 by our ability to demonstrate convincingly to the PAT that our efforts are bringing
results. This assessment process is what the Sea Grant network asked for and received in exchange for
eliminating the redundant review of our omnibus proposal and the old-fashioned biennial site visits.



Frankly, I think that it is appropriate that we be judged on the basis of what we produce rather than what
we promise, but that does not make the task of demonstrating meaningful results any easier.

The Agenda
The National Office of Sea Grant has told us that the PAT visit will be a lot of fun, and they have made
it clear that that's an order. One thing is certain--the visit will be more fun than our preparations for it.
Our draft plans include offering the team on September 12 a choice of two tours to provide them with a
sense of Oregon's environment and to let them meet some of the people who make up our stakeholders.
The more formal parts of the assessment will take place on Wednesday and Thursday, September 13
and 14. We hope to spend one of those days on campus in Corvallis and the other day at the Hatfield
Marine Science Center in Newport. We will need to have a few presentations by members of the
Management Team and university administrators, primarily because we are required to address some
specific questions about how the program is positioned and how it is managed. But the bulk of the time
will be devoted to a series of issue-based panels.

The panels will consist of a combination of Extension faculty, researchers, and the people who can
directly address the question of beneficial outcomes, i.e., our users or stakeholders. We have been told
that it would not be particularly convincing to have only Oregon Sea Grant staff describe all the good
things that Oregon Sea Grant has done. So, when it comes to bragging about Oregon Sea Grant, our
goal is to have stakeholders do most of the talking.

Throughout the PAT visit, and particularly with the panels, our approach to showing outcomes will be
to focus on issues (fisheries, seafood, coastal hazards, ecosystems, and so forth) and to show how all
elements of the program are mobilized and integrated to address needs. In other words, we want to
avoid having some panels that talk about research and others that talk about outreach. Instead, we want
to talk about the issues and to show how we draw tools from all of our capabilities as appropriate to
solve problems.

So, this is what all the mumbling and fussing has been about. Among all the generalities and the details
the two thing that are most important to remember are (1) that the PAT visit is at least very important,
perhaps critical to this program's future and (2) that the PAT visit will involve all of Oregon Sea Grant.
We are making tentative plans right now, and we hope to give each of you at least four months notice
regarding the role we need you to play in Oregon Sea Grant's first Program Assessment Team visit. So,
please mark your calendars and stay tuned.

Call for Proposals--Minority Serving Institutions
The National Sea Grant College Program is soliciting proposals from Minority Serving Institutions for
cooperative projects to help MSI students and faculty gain access to marine research opportunities,
career experience, and work-study or internships. UAF at Bristol Bay, Chukchi, and Nome, and UAS at
Sitka are recognized as Minority Serving Institutions.

Projects should establish partnerships between the MSI and research institutions, industry, or
organizations engaged in a marine field. Proposals must be submitted by the MSI and identify partner
institutions by name. Proposals may request up to $75,000 per year in federal funds, and projects may
go to three years maximum. Matching funds from non-federal sources must provide at least one-third of
the total costs. Applicants should submit proposals to the Alaska Sea Grant program before 5:00 pm on
May 15, 2000. For further information go to www.nsgo.seagrant.org/research
/rfp/SG_MSI_fy2000.html.

Keller Selected for Award
Sue Keller, Sea Grant publications manager, will receive the 2000 Award of Excellence from the
Publishing special interest group of the Agricultural Communicators in Education. Keller was selected
for the award for her leadership in the organization and creative contributions to the communications
profession. She served as president of the 200-member publishing group for three years, and has won
several awards for Sea Grant books she edited and produced. She will receive the award in Washington,
DC, in July.

Sportsman's Show
MAP agent Terry Johnson led a Sea Grant/MAP contingent on a trial run to the Alaska Sportman's
Show at the Sullivan Arena in Anchorage last month. Johnson gave a seminar on recreational boating
safety. Sea Grant's Dave Brenner staffed a small display and sold $600 worth of Sea Grant/MAP
publications. Most popular items were the new salmon migration game, Rita O'Clair's two books on
seaweeds and nearshore animals, Ocean Bounty placemat, Don Kramer's flatfish field guide, and Dolly
Garza's beach foods and water survival guide. Visitors were most interested in K-12 educational items.
The show was attended by 25,000 people. Sea Grant plans to return to the show next year with a full-



sized booth, and will consider a similar booth at the Fairbanks outdoor show at the Carlson Center next
year.

Fairbanks Science Fair
Communications manager Kurt Byers presented awards for Fairbanks science fair projects to five
students and one classroom last month at the Alaskaland Civic Center. Projects covered life of the coho
salmon, bioluminescence in fish, sea star reproduction, ocean pressure, fish wheels, and coral reef
conservation. Awards included Sea Grant T-shirts, Ocean Bounty placemats, salmon migration games
and activity books, marine mammal guides, and bookmarks.

New Publications
Marine Mammals of the Eastern North Pacific is a lovely color-illustrated brochure that shows all 50
marine mammals found in southern Alaska, the Hawaiian Islands, the Gulf of California, and along the
west coast of North America. This concise and comprehensive waterproof guide helps with on-site
identification, and is an excellent classroom tool. It also includes guidelines for watching marine
mammals, habitat information, biology and diversity, and an illustrated glossary to habits and
behaviors. Illustrated by Pieter Folkens. 5" x 8" folded brochure, $8.95.

Where Is Dinah Diatom, by Rita M. O'Clair and Katherine M. Hocker. Dinah Diatom and her marine
friends take the reader on a journey through a food chain in the sea. Colorful illustrations and simple
rhyming text make this book come alive for children age 4-9. Familiar West Coast creatures trace the
flow of energy through a marine ecosystem from diatoms to whales. Parents and teachers will
appreciate ample background information on food chains, and suggestions on how to use the book.
Published by Plant Press. 16 pp., $7.95. Both publications are available in the Sea Grant office.

Alaska's Aquatic Ecosystems CD ROM has a rich variety of information on marine and freshwater
ecosystems of Alaska. It is designed for use by anyone with an interest in aquatic ecosystems, including
researchers, resource managers, and teachers. The CD features the latest synthesis of scientific
information about the ecosystems, in the form of quantitative food web models constructed with the
Ecopath and Ecosim software. The software, which is also included, allows users to simulate the
ecological effects of changes. The CD includes:

Food web models in four Alaska aquatic ecosystems
Ecopath and Ecosim modeling software
Pictures and videos of aquatic animals and plants
Database on Alaska's fishes
Alaska ecosystem descriptions
Ecological information on organisms
Internet Web links
Contact information for scientists
Alutiq dictionary of aquatic organisms
Interactive Excel spreadsheet for the Prince William Sound ecosystem

The CD was produced by University of British Columbia Fisheries Centre, funded by the EVOS
Trustee Council. Alaska Sea Grant is offering a FREE CD with the purchase of any publication, while
supplies last.

Knauss Fellowships
Graduate students in marine-related fields are invited to apply for the 2001 Knauss Marine Policy
Fellowship. The Knauss Fellowship program allows outstanding graduate students, who have an
interest in marine resources and in the national policy decisions affecting resources, to spend a year in
Washington, DC, developing leadership and research skills. The program matches fellows with hosts in
the legislative branch, the executive branch, and other institutions the DC area. Since 1979, the Sea
Grant Knauss Fellowship program has provided educational experience for 400 students. Each year
20-25 fellows in the program get valuable on-the-job training, gain access to professional networking,
and develop close friendships with other fellows.

Applications for the fellowship are due in the Alaska Sea Grant office by September 1, 2000, for the
fellowship term beginning February 2001. For more information contact Sue Keller 474-6703.

AFS/Sea Grant Fellowship
The American Fisheries Society and the National Office of Sea Grant are sponsoring an 18-month
fellowship in Bethesda, MD. The fellow will organize an international symposium, in conjunction with
the AFS 2001 Annual Meeting, to address climatological impacts on living aquatic resources. The



fellow will solicit papers, manage peer review, compile abstracts, manage production of the
proceedings, assist ASF and Sea Grant on policy issues relating to living aquatic resources, and start a
database on climate and living aquatic resources. Applications will be accepted until June 1; salary is
$45,000 for 18 months. The fellowship begins August 1, 2000. Candidates must have an MS degree or
be a current graduate student in marine science or policy, with skills in communications. For more
information call AFS at (301) 897-8616.

Undergraduate Research
The University of Alaska Southeast (UAS) offers research experiences to undergraduate students
interested in the physiology, ecology, and behavior of marine organisms. Field research projects take
place in the Juneau area, Glacier Bay National Park, the Gulf of Alaska, and the Arctic Ocean. Students
will conduct research under the guidance of UAS Biology faculty and/or collaborating research
scientists. The program is supported with funds from the National Science Foundation and UAS.
Participants will receive a stipend of $325 per week and campus housing while in Juneau. Travel and
subsistence costs within Alaska will also be provided. For more information on this program, go to
www.uas.alaska.edu/uas/biology/nsf.html or contact Elizabeth Mathews, assistant professor of biology,
beth.mathews@uas.alaska.edu.

Shellfish Restoration Conference
The Fourth International Conference on Shellfish Restoration (ICSR'00) will focus on the restoration of
molluscan shellfish and their habitat. Those who will benefit from the conference include federal, state
and local government agencies, resource managers, local residents, and industry representatives from
the United States and other countries. The conference is set for Nov. 15-19, 2000, on Hilton Head
Island, SC. For more information, visit the conference Web site at www.scseagrant.org.

Steller Sea Lion Day
The Alaska SeaLife Center (ASLC) and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) are collaborating on an event
highlighting Steller sea lions, which is listed as Endangered in the western Gulf of Alaska and Bering
Sea. The event will be held on Saturday, May 13, 9-6 at the Alaska SeaLife Center in Seward. The
SeaLife Center is the only facility in the United States where scientists conduct research with captive
Stellers. The center's three resident sea lions will provide a focal point for the day's fun and educational
activities. The public is invited to find out what scientists are doing to understand why Steller sea lion
populations have declined so dramatically. For more information, call Amy Haddow at (800) 224-2525,
ext. 317.

Job
The Westward Region of the Alaska Division of Commercial Fisheries is recruiting for a permanent
seasonal Finfish Research Biologist, stationed in Kodiak. The purpose of the position is to manage a
limnology laboratory for fishery research and management. The position is for six months every year
from April through September. For further information, contact Steve Honnold at (907) 486-1873.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter reporting Alaska Sea Grant activities to staff, students, and
principal investigators of Alaska Sea Grant and the Marine Advisory Program, and staff of the School
of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences. For more information contact Sue Keller, (907) 474-6703,
FNSK@uaf.edu.
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Reminder: Alaska Sea Grant Pays Reprint Costs and Journal Page Charges
According to a congressional mandate, all researchers receiving federal funds from the NOAA Office of
Sea Grant must publish research results and distribute them to as wide an audience as possible. Sea
Grant-funded researchers are required to report their research results annually and at the conclusion of
the project. Publication in peer-reviewed professional journals demonstrates that the research we fund is
producing significant results. Thus, the Alaska Sea Grant Program (not the individual grants) will pay
for page charges and reprint expenses, and will handle distribution for publications arising from
research funded wholly or in part by Alaska Sea Grant.

The method Alaska Sea Grant uses to handle journal publications is as follows:

How to Order Reprints

After you receive a form for ordering reprints from the journal publisher, follow this procedure:

Indicate the number of reprints you want on the form, and forward it with a copy of the title
page and acknowledgment section to Elena Ortiz at the Sea Grant office, (907) 474-7086,
fneda@uaf.edu.

1. 

We will add the number of reprints we require, request the purchase order, and send the form
back to the journal publisher. We will pay the bill and take shipment of all the reprints.

2. 

When the reprints arrive, we will deliver your order to you free of charge and distribute our
copies as we are required.

3. 

How We Pay Your Page Charges

Forward to Elena Ortiz at the Sea Grant office all notices or invoices for page charges from the journal
publisher. We will pay all page costs for your articles appearing in refereed journals.

Submit Your Progress Reports Online
Alaska Sea Grant now has an online form for research principal investigators to report on progress and
completion, www.uaf.edu/seagrant/research/postaward/. Progress reports are due June 15, 2000, for
projects that started February 1. To make reporting easy and convenient, Sea Grant has also provided
the NOAA 90-2 forms online, with project summaries and other information. Principal investigators
can "copy-paste" the text into the report form and update it there. Alaska Sea Grant is required to report
program achievements to the National Sea Grant office, as part of the Department of Commerce
Standard Terms and Conditions for grants.

Sea Grant 30th Anniversary Reception
Mark your calendars to join us when we celebrate our 30th year of research, education, and outreach for
Alaska at an under-canopy reception at the Georgeson Botanical Garden, Wednesday, June 28, 5 to 7
pm. President Hamilton, Chancellor Lind, and Provost Reichardt are expected to attend and reflect on
Sea Grant's contributions to the state. The festivities will include presentation of a $100,000 gift from
Mrs. Frankie Wakefield to the University of Alaska Foundation, earmarked to help continue the Alaska
Sea Grant Lowell Wakefield Fisheries Symposium Series. The symposium series is named after Mrs.
Wakefield's late husband, who is known as one of the founders of the Alaska crab industry.
Refreshments will be served, including a delicious selection of seafood hors d'oeuvres.

MAP Workshop Succeeds
Thanks to the Alaska Marine Advisory Program's rapid response action to the Whittier road issue, state
and federal policies have been initiated to address serious management concerns. The Marine Advisory
Program held a workshop in Anchorage on April 19, "Prince William Sound and the Whittier Road:
Management Overview Workshop." They assembled, for the first time, the government agencies,



businesses, and other interest groups involved in PWS issues. More than 100 people attended. The
purpose of the workshop was to bring out the concerns and potential impacts of the scheduled opening
of the Whittier road (June 7), and get agencies to begin thinking about how to mitigate the impacts.
Whittier, a town of 300 people on Prince William Sound, was formerly accessible only by train, boat,
and plane. A recently constructed road, now connecting Whittier to the Seward Highway through a
tunnel, will increase the number of car visitors and likely make a major impact on the town and PWS.

The MAP workshop resulted in an immediate policy response by both state and federal government. As
a result of the workshop, Governor Knowles said in a May 9 letter to MAP associate director Rick
Steiner, "I have recently called upon my commissioners of DOT&PF, ADF&G, DEC, Department of
Natural Resources, Department of Public Safety, and the ARRC to review their current state of
readiness. They will jointly develop an action plan to address possible issues resulting from the tunnel's
opening that arise in their areas of responsibility." Similar action is under way now by federal agencies.
Steiner's involvement in the issue attracted national attention—he appeared on the NBC Today Show
June 7 to comment on the opening of the road.

Pristash Attends Publishing University
Sea Grant sales manager Sherri Pristash attended the Publishers Marketing Association's Publishing
University in Chicago in late May-early June. Pristash went to many sessions on book marketing, which
both confirmed that Alaska Sea Grant's publications promotion is being done the "right" way, and
provided new goals and techniques for getting publications to our audiences.

Kramer and Crapo Get Awards
Alaska MAP director Don Kramer and seafood specialist Chuck Crapo received the 2000 NMFS Jerry
Jurkovich Award for their outstanding contributions to the fishing/seafood industry. The Jurkovich
Award is given out by the Alaska Fisheries Science Center to honor individuals for their outstanding
contributions to the fishing industry. Kramer and Crapo were honored for their initiative and leadership
in the development and implementation of HACCP training throughout Alaska and the nation. The
award was presented at the May meeting of the SFOS Advisory Council in Kodiak.

Sea Grant Awards
Sea Grant's book Water Wise: Safety for the Recreational Boater, by Jerry Dzugan and Susan Clark
Jensen, won the Gold Award for excellence in editorial quality, format, graphics, photography, and
reproduction in the Agricultural Communicators in Education, annual Critique and Awards Program
(ACE), 1-3 color publications category. Sue Keller edited the book, and Dave Brenner designed the
cover and text pages.

Field Techniques for Chionoecetes Crabs, by Luke Jadamec, William Donaldson, and Paula
Cullenberg, won the Gold Award for excellence in editorial quality, format, graphics, photography, and
reproduction in the ACE awards program, technical publications category. Sue Keller, Carol Kaynor,
and Dave Brenner produced the book.

The cover for the book Dynamics of the Bering Sea, edited by Thomas Loughlin and Kiyotaka Ohtani,
won the Silver Award for excellence in design, layout, graphics treatment, typography, printing
techniques, paper, and color, in the ACE awards program, graphic design cover category. Dave Brenner
designed the cover, with help from Sue Keller and Kurt Byers.

The article "The albatross and the fisherman," Anchorage Daily News, by Doug Schneider, won the
Silver Award for excellence in content, organization, writing style, and format in the ACE awards
program, writing for newspapers category.

The article "Research boosts qiviut production," Arctic Science Journeys Radio, by Doug Schneider,
won the Bronze Award for excellence in content, technical quality, creativity, and effectiveness, in the
ACE awards program, writing for news and features category.

New Sea Grant Publications
Bibliography of Research on Snow Crab (Chionoecetes opilio), edited by A.J. Paul, 49 pp., $10.00.
This bibliography of 1,050 entries brings together snow crab research published in Japan, Russia,
Canada, the United States, and other countries. An online, searchable version is also available by
following the link above.

Marine Science Careers: A Sea Grant Guide to Ocean Opportunities,33 pp., single copies free. Maine,
New Hampshire, and Woods Hole Sea Grant have published a new edition of this book. Explore a wide
range of career fields in marine biology, oceanography, and ocean engineering, including profiles of



professionals who hold jobs in these fields. Students interested in marine careers can get a good idea of
job opportunities available now and in the future, and what kind of day-to-day work is involved.

NOSB Web Site Kudos
Judy McDonald reports that she heard many compliments about the Alaska National Ocean Sciences
Bowl Web site, created by Alaska Sea Grant, at the NOSB finals in April. Howard Walters, evaluator of
NOSB for all federal agency sponsors, was "amazed" at the site. He likes the Alaska student projects,
including their Web accessibility. He plans to attend the Alaska competition in 2001, and wants to
require all regions to do projects. CORE plans to upgrade their Web site to "look as good as" Alaska's,
according to Pamela Baker-Masson. She sent the Environmental News Network reporter to the Alaska
Web site to get photos for the ENN article on the NOSB. The oceanographer of the Navy was
impressed. Regional coordinators from North Carolina, Washington, Virginia, and three from California
are all using ideas from the Alaska Web site to upgrade their own. And people at the NMFS Alaska
Fishery Science Center think the Web site shows they have a good product for the money they donated
to the NOSB event. In short, the NOSB sponsors, teachers, and students use the site, and really like it.

SFOS in the News
Thanks to efforts of Sea Grant information officer Doug Schneider, SFOS graduate student John
Terschak made the Fairbanks local news. Channel 11 Fairbanks Evening News ran a story June 7 on
Terschak's hand-crafted remotely operated vehicle (ROV). Fairbanks Fox News also ran a story, using
video footage shot by Schneider on campus. Terschak will use the ROV as a tool to teach oceanography
and marine technology principles to Alaska elementary and middle school students. Equipped with a
video camera, the ROV can transmit to a screen what it "sees" under water.

Tom Shirley, SFOS Juneau Center, was heard on Alaska Public Radio's Alaska News Nightly program
June 7, discussing his NURC-funded crab research in Southeast Alaska. Kate Wynne's career and
accomplishments were profiled in the spring issue of the University of Maine Alumni Association
magazine Maine, including a photo of Wynne taken by Dave Brenner. The Fairbanks Daily News-
Miner ran a story on Mike Castellini's research in May. And Dana Hanselman's research on adaptive
sampling was highlighted in Pacific Fishing magazine, the Juneau Sentinel, the Anchorage Daily News,
and other media in the last month.

Research Channel Broadcasts Sea Lion Video
The video Steller Sea Lions: In Jeopardy, produced by Alaska Marine Advisory, is being aired on
Research TV. The sea lion video has 48 air dates from May to July 2000 in the "Research in the Life
Sciences" programming slot. Four million subscribers watch the Research Channel on EchoStar's Dish
500 network on channel 9400. Also, all broadcasts are Web-cast with Windows Media Player from
www.researchchannel.com/onair.

Research TV is an experimental science oriented internet and satellite-based broadcaster run by a
consortium of research institutions: Carnegie Mellon, Duke University, MIT, National Academy of
Engineering, NIH, Princeton University, Rice University, Stanford University, National Institute of
Standards and Technology, University of Alaska Fairbanks, UCLA, UC San Diego, University of
Hawaii, and state universities in Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, and Washington, as well as corporate
partners GTE, IBM, ICOS, and Sony Electronics.

RFP to Build Database
The Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation is seeking a contractor to (1) compile a
comprehensive inventory of fishing, boating, and aquatic resource education programs, resources, and
curriculums; (2) organize all information in a searchable, Web-based database; and (3) develop a
strategy for maintaining the database. The due date is July 7, 2000. Contact Kristen LaVine, (703)
519-0013 x105, www.rbff.org/home.htm.

Pew Oceans Commission
The Pew Oceans Commission was recently established to assess the condition of America's oceans and
living marine resources, and set national priorities to restore and protect them for future generations.
Visit www.pewoceans.org to learn facts about America's oceans, the commission's goals and bipartisan
leadership.

Conferences
Salmonid Ecosystems. The International Conference on Restoring Nutrients to Salmonid Ecosystems
will be held April 24-26, 2001, in Eugene, OR. The conference is hosted by the Oregon Chapter of the



American Fisheries Society. The purpose is to showcase the latest information on one of the most
pressing issues affecting the recovery of Pacific salmon and their ecosystems. Invited presentations will
be made by key researchers in the field of nutrient dynamics and management. Also, contributed papers
and posters that describe case histories, hypotheses, or research are welcome. Proposals for contributed
papers and posters must be received by December 1, 2000. Contact Richard Grost, (541) 496-4580,
rgrost@compuserve.com.

Marine Debris. The International Marine Debris Conference is set for August 6-11 at the Hawaii
Convention Center in Honolulu. Sponsored by NOAA's Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National
Marine Sanctuary, the conference will examine the sources, impacts, and solutions for dealing with
derelict fishing gear in the Pacific. For more information contact Marine Debris Conference c/o the
Maui Pacific Center, (808) 875-2317, info@mauipacific.org, www.hihwnms.nos.noaa.gov.

Aquaculture. Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant is partnering with Canadian aquaculture groups to host an
international symposium called Open Ocean Aquaculture IV. The symposium will be held in St.
Andrews, New Brunswick, Canada, in June 2001.

Electronic Newsletter
Would you like to change from a paper subscription of Fishlines to electronic only? Please contact Sue
Keller at fnsk@uaf.edu. Each month we will send you an email message linked to the electronic copy
on the Sea Grant Web site.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter reporting Alaska Sea Grant activities to staff, students, and
principal investigators of Alaska Sea Grant and the Marine Advisory Program, and staff of the School
of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences. For more information contact Sue Keller, (907) 474-6703,
FNSK@uaf.edu.
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Global Habitat Conservation Fund
A proposal by Rick Steiner will be in the hands of world leaders in September 2000. The proposal
suggests that a fossil fuel production tax be used to create the Global Habitat Conservation Fund, to
protect threatened ecological habitat throughout the world—forests, wetlands, grasslands, mangroves,
and marine areas.

The fund proposal came out of the United Nations Millennium Forum held at the UN Headquarters in
New York, May 22-26. Steiner, MAP associate director, was invited to participate in the forum. It was
the first occasion where global citizens convened to discuss the global agenda—1,350 representatives of
more than 1,000 nongovernment organizations from 113 countries gathered to build on a common
vision for the future of the world. Focus areas were peace, security, disarmament, and eradication of
poverty; globalization; human rights; sustainable development and environment; and strengthening the
United Nations in the twenty-first century.

A primary outcome of the forum is the "We the People's Millennium Forum Declaration and Agenda
for Action" which is being sent by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan to all world leaders in preparation
for their Millennium Summit at the UN in September 2000.

At the UN Millennium Forum Steiner successfully negotiated consensus to add the Global Habitat
Conservation Fund to the forum's declaration. This new fund could accrue revenues from a small
(0.5%-1.0%) tax on global fossil energy production—oil, coal, and natural gas. The fund would collect
over $7 billion per year. Each year unspent revenues would accumulate as a trust to support UN
operating budgets and sustainable development and environment initiatives.

Representatives from habitat-rich, mostly developing countries were enthusiastic about the proposal.
Steiner believes that in addition to debt relief and relaxation of damaging subsidies, the fund has the
potential to stem the unprecedented rate of loss of ecological habitat globally. The idea is modeled after
the Exxon Valdez oil spill habitat protection process.

New Publications
Alaska Sea Grant is distributing the brochure Seafood Safety: What Consumers Need to Know, by Doris
Hicks and Don Kramer. Single copies are free. The brochure advises consumers how to safely handle
highly perishable fish and shellfish, including storing, thawing, preparing, cooking, and serving it. The
brochure is ideal for distribution in supermarkets and other fresh seafood outlets. The recently instituted
safety inspection procedures of HACCP (hazard analysis critical control point) are explained.
Remember—fresh seafood at the market should feel cold and smell like a sea breeze.

Alaska Sea Grant is selling copies of the children's book Off to Sea: An Inside Look at a Research
Cruise, by D. Kovacs. Dave Brenner, Alaska Sea Grant graphics manager, took many of the book's
photographs during a cruise on the R/V Atlantis and a dive on the Alvin. The book shows kids what it's
like to go on an oceanographic cruise on the Pacific. It tells about shipmates preparing for their cruise,
sailing to sea, and then diving deep to the seafloor in the submersible Alvin. The book was published by
Steck-Vaughn. Geared to children in grades 4-8, the 48-page book sells for $7.95.

Brenner's vent images appear in two additional books published by Steck-Vaughn—Down to the
Sunless Sea, by K. Madin, and Dive to the Deep Ocean, by D. Kovacs.

Wakefield Symposia
Brenda Baxter of Alaska Sea Grant is coordinating the symposium on Crabs in Cold Water Regions:
Biology, Management, and Economics, to be held in Anchorage, Alaska, January 2001. This will be the
19th Lowell Wakefield symposium. The organizing committee is pleased to have received 95 abstracts
for the symposium, about twice as many as expected. For more information on the meeting see the call
for papers.



The International Symposium on the Genetics of Subarctic Fish and Invertebrates will be held in
Juneau, Alaska, May 2002, and will focus on commercially important species. The symposium will
feature Alan Templeton of Washington University as the keynote speaker. Templeton is known for his
rigorous analytical methods to elucidate speciation, conservation genetics, and the overlap between
molecular and ecological genetics. Alaska Sea Grant will send out the call for papers for the genetics
symposium in fall 2000.

Exploring Hostile Environments Workshop
A workshop on Autonomous Artificial Systems Exploring Hostile Environments will be held as part of
the International NAISO Congress on Information Science Innovations (ISI 2001) March 18, 2001, at
the American University of Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Most exploring vehicles rely on permanent wireless connections, global positioning systems, or local
geographic maps. Yet under the ice of Antarctica and in most other hostile environments, no such
infrastructure is available. This workshop will seek further exploration techniques for such remote
locations. Deadline for manuscript submissions is July 31, 2000. For more information email isi-
ws@gmd.gr.jp.

Jobs
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Commercial Fisheries, is recruiting a permanent full-
time Biometrician I in Kodiak. The application deadline is August 7, 2000. This position serves as the
biometrician for Alaska's commercial crab fishery onboard observer program and works with fishery
biologists researching and managing commercial crab stocks in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands.
Contact Doug Pengilly at 486-1865, or at doug_pengilly@fishgame.state.ak.us.

The University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science, Cooperative Extension, and Sea Grant
Extension have an opening for a tenure track position in aquaculture research and extension. The
deadline is July 24, 2000. The position will develop an interactive program of extension (60%) and
research (40%) in finfish aquaculture and restoration. A Ph.D. in aquaculture or fisheries with an
aquaculture background is required. See www.hpl.umces.edu for more information.

North Carolina State University, Department of Zoology, has a fisheries scientist tenure-track position
in Morehead City. The application deadline is September 1, 2000. A Ph.D. in fisheries science or related
field is required, and postdoctoral experience is preferred. This position will address applied fisheries
issues relating changes in habitat, water quality, harvest, and management to fisheries production and
the dynamics of fish and shellfish populations. The person will use a combination of field, quantitative,
and analytical approaches to conduct research for more effective management. Contact Jim Rice, (919)
515-4592, jim_rice@ncsu.edu, or visit www.cals.ncsu.edu/zoology.

Electronic Newsletter
Would you like to change from a paper subscription of Fishlines to electronic only? Please contact Sue
Keller at fnsk@uaf.edu. Each month we will send you an email message linked to the electronic copy
on the Sea Grant Web site.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter reporting Alaska Sea Grant activities to staff, students, and
principal investigators of Alaska Sea Grant and the Marine Advisory Program, and staff of the School
of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences. For more information contact Sue Keller, (907) 474-6703,
FNSK@uaf.edu.

Alaska Sea Grant College Program
University of Alaska Fairbanks

Fairbanks, AK 99775-5040

Alaska Sea Grant Fishlines | Alaska Sea Grant Homepage



Vol. XX, No. 8-9
Aug.-Sept. 2000

Primary Productivity Decline
SFOS Ph.D. student Amy Hirons is in the final stages of preparing her dissertation, "Trophic Dynamics
of Pinnipeds in Alaska Using Stable Carbon and Nitrogen Isotope Ratios." The carbon/nitrogen isotope
ratios in pinniped tissue, detected on a mass spectrometer, tells her what the marine mammals have
eaten and where they have been.

Hirons' aim was to find clues to recent declines of some marine mammal populations. Her research
shows that the prey items for pinnipeds she sampled have remained consistent over time, while primary
productivity has declined in the past 50 years in the southern Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska. The
decline supports research done on bowhead whales by Don Schell, Hirons' major professor.

Hirons analyzed the whiskers of more than 150 pinnipeds—harbor seals, Steller sea lions, and northern
fur seals—from the southern Bering Sea and the Gulf of Alaska. She also analyzed bone collagen from
the skeletal remains of marine mammal museum specimens. In addition she recorded the isotope ratios
for the common prey items of the marine mammals from different areas, including pollock, herring, and
squid.

Hirons' studies on whiskers demonstrated that this tissue can indicate prey intake and location. Hirons'
analysis of 25-50 year old marine mammal bones, from the UA Museum, told her that the nitrogen
levels from earlier years were similar to the more recent specimens, but the carbon levels were much
higher back then. Her work shows a steady decline in primary productivity in the ocean—present levels
are 35% to 40% of the mid-century productivity levels—the cause for which is unknown. The results of
this part of her study will soon be published in Oecologia, and she will publish three additional peer
reviewed papers on her research.

Hirons' graduate research funding has come from Alaska Sea Grant, Rasmuson Fisheries Research
Center (RFRC), the EVOS Foundation, the Coastal Management Institute, and the North Pacific
Universities Consortium on Marine Mammal Research. Alaska businessman Elmer Rasmuson, in
reference to his recent donation of $5 million to the UA Museum, said he was inspired after hearing
Hirons repeatedly refer to the value of the museum in conducting her research, in reports to the RFRC.
Hirons appreciates the museum faculty and staff for their generosity and cooperation in supplying her
with the materials she needs.

At the end of her dissertation work, Hirons finds her research interests gravitating more toward
paleoceanography. She hopes to find a university academic position where she can teach and do
research. She has recently interviewed at two institutions.

Update—Alaska Sea Grant Program Assessment
In preparing for the July 2001 visit of the Program Assessment Team (PAT), Alaska Sea Grant will need
to document "outcomes" from our investment in research, education, and outreach. To do this, we will
be requesting current and former principal investigators (PIs) funded through Alaska Sea Grant to give
us lists of all publications arising from sponsored research, the current address and employers of Sea
Grant-funded students, and PI outreach efforts in both professional and public forums. In addition, for
topics that Alaska Sea Grant will feature in panels during the PAT visit, we will need to document how
Alaska Sea Grant funding assisted in leveraging grants from other agencies. Thus, we will also request
information on whether Sea Grant funding has resulted in eventual funding from other competitive
federal- or state-granting agencies. Although we will need "formal" completion and/or annual reports
for only the last two implementation plans (1998-1999, and 2000-2001), we are compiling a complete
list of Alaska Sea Grant funded students and publications for 30 years. Because the rating that Alaska
Sea Grant receives from the PAT team's visit will determine our level of federal merit funding, your
assistance in responding to our requests has a very real impact on our budget for the next four years.

New Publication
Zooplankton of the Okhotsk Sea: A Review of Russian Studies, by Alexei I. Pinchuk and A.J. Paul, 62
pp., $10.00. Sixty years of zooplankton research on the Russian Okhotsk Sea are summarized in this
illustrated book. The bioresources of the Okhotsk Sea were studied extensively during the twentieth



century, but most of the work was published in Russian. The authors have summarized the Russian-
language research, including species composition, and spatial, vertical, and seasonal distribution
relative to water masses and current patterns.

MAP Faculty Activities
Among other activities, Marine Advisory faculty have accomplished the following during the past few
months.

Rick Steiner (Anchorage)

Hosted Takashi Murakami, director of the Slavic Research Center at Hokkaido University, in
Alaska in August. Steiner and Murakami have worked together on oil spill prevention and
response preparedness on the Sakhalin outer continental shelf and the Sea of Okhotsk.
Murakami sponsored Steiner on two visits to Japan in 1999. In Alaska Murakami toured the oil
spill prevention and response system, with an eye toward the changes needed in Japan, and in
the Sea of Okhotsk.
Co-chaired a working group at the International Marine Debris Conference in Honolulu in
August, sponsored by NOAA. The purpose of the working group was to identify sources of
derelict fishing gear and other marine debris in the Pacific. Net and line fragments are a
significant source of entanglement mortality for the endangered Hawaiian Monk Seal, the
threatened Hawaiian green sea turtle, and other sensitive marine species associated with the
coral atolls of the central Pacific. Steiner recommended establishing a Pacific Rim Marine
Debris Commission—a high-level intergovernmental body of environment ministers, etc., from
Pacific Rim nations to eliminate by the year 2010 all plastic debris in the Pacific.

Chuck Crapo (Kodiak)

Collected samples of smoked fish for a MAP project to evaluate the level of water phase salt in
commercial products. Water phase salt levels are at the center of the disagreement between the
industry and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. FDA wants levels at 3.5% or greater, and
the industry says those levels will produce products that are not marketable. This project will
provide some baseline data on commercial products.
Conducted a demonstration project on the application of ozone for ready-to-eat seafood.
Collected samples of pink salmon near Kodiak for the Sea Grant project "Managing Salmon
Fisheries for Quality." Samples will be evaluated for quality changes this fall.
Conducted 25 seafood quality workshops for salmon processors in June-July, part of the ASMI
Just-in-Time training program (Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute). Workshops covered
sanitation and handling ready-to-eat seafood. This is the fifth year for the effort. Workshops
were in Kodiak, Bristol Bay, Prince William Sound, Kenai Peninsula, and Southeast Alaska.

Quentin Fong (Kodiak)

Spoke on the live fish market of Hong Kong and the United States at the Pacific States Marine
Fisheries Commission meeting.
Helped Kodiak businesses with market planning of value added products.
Worked with state agencies on market data.

Dolly Garza (Ketchikan)

Worked with the Alaska Sea Otter and Steller Sea Lion Commission and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service on possible listing of sea otters as endangered animals in the central Aleutians.

Liz Brown (Sitka)

Organized seafood technology classes for Sheldon Jackson College.
Worked with the Seafood Industry Human Resources Consortium.

Terry Johnson (Homer)

Participated as advisor to the Alaska delegation at the annual meeting of the Pacific States
Marine Fisheries Commission, in Girdwood.
Wrote a manuscript for the Prince William Sound supplement to the Alaska Boater's
Handbook. The supplement will be published by the Alaska Office of Boating Safety.

Don Kramer (Anchorage)

Hired a Marine Advisory agent in Dillingham (Kimberly Williams).



Worked on a Bethel agent position to serve the lower Yukon-Kuskokwim area.
Taught two observer training courses in August.

Brian Paust (Petersburg)

Helped clients complete Department of Environmental Conservation salmon roe extraction
permits. This has enabled many gillnetters and seiners to have a more comfortable winter in
spite of low salmon runs.
Completed initial edit of "Proceedings of the Second International Conference and Exhibition
for Live Shipping."

Ray RaLonde (Anchorage)

Provided training sessions on water quality for the Native American Fish and Wildlife Society.
Taught a week-long course on watershed education for Alaska Science Teachers Consortium.

Kate Wynne (Kodiak)

Taught two observer training courses in August.

SFOS in the News
On August 31, Fairbanks' Fox TV News featured Mark Johnson, SFOS, and Igor Polyakov, IARC,
discussing recent open water observed at the North Pole. On September 1, Dean Vera Alexander
discussed SFOS Bering Sea research on KUAC-FM/Fairbanks.

Marine Advisory Hire
Kimberly Williams was recently hired as Marine Advisory agent in Dillingham. Williams, who started
in the position September 1, hopes to serve as a bridge between scientists at the university and the local
people on Bristol Bay. The most important issues involve the salmon fishery, especially the economic
hardship due to low salmon returns in the Ugashek and Kvichak river basins. Williams most recently
was executive director of the Alaska Sea Otter and Steller Sea Lion Commission. She earned her
bachelor's degree from UAF, and her master's in public administration from UAA. Williams was born
and raised in Dillingham, and is happy to have this opportunity to move back to the area.

National Sea Grant Office
Elizabeth Day has joined the National Sea Grant Office in Silver Spring, MD, as education program
leader. Day will be responsible for managing Sea Grant's education program, coordinating Sea Grant
educational activities with NOAA and other federal agencies and organizations, and providing
leadership for the Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Program.
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Ballot Issue Debates
Debates on two wildlife ballot issues will be aired on Alaska One, on October 20. Rick Steiner, Marine
Advisory associate director, produced and moderated the Alaska Resource Issues Forum (ARIF)
television programs. Both issues will be on the Nov. 7 ballot throughout Alaska.

"Ballot Measure 1: A Ban on Voter Initiatives Regarding Wildlife in Alaska" will air from 10 to 10:30
pm.

Yes: Rep. Carl Morgan, Alaska Legislature.
Ron Arno, Coalition for the Alaskan Way of Life.

No: Vic Fisher, Delegate to Alaska Constitutional Convention.
Dubne Lankard, Coalition to Protect Our Constitutional Rights.

"Ballot Measure 6: A Ban on Same Day Airborne, Land and Shoot Wolf Hunting in Alaska" will air
from 10:30 to 11 pm.

Yes: Joel Bennett, Alaskans for Wildlife.
Doug Pope, Alaskans for Wildlife.

No: Sen. Pete Kelley, Alaska Legislature.
Dick Bishop, Alaska Outdoor Council.

Engineering Extension
Ed Kolbe is the northwest regional extension specialist in engineering, a position funded in part by
Alaska Sea Grant. His recent Alaska activities include leading a team to visit plants in Dutch Harbor,
where he presented results from 1999 energy/waste/productivity audits, toured plants, and discussed
future projects, including student interns. Visits included Alyeska Seafoods, Westward Seafoods,
Unisea Foods, and the Unalaska office of Public Works. Unisea is the biggest surimi plant in the
world--on a peak day they process 3.5 million pounds of raw fish, and their 12 Megawatt power plant
has twice the capacity of the City of Unalaska's. Arrangements for the tour were aided by former
students of the Oregon Surimi Technology School working in Dutch Harbor.

In the area of seafood wastes, Trident Seafoods of Kodiak recently made some changes recommended
by Kolbe's energy/waste/productivity team during summer 1999, including tuning boilers, replacing
low-efficiency motors, rerouting a fish pump line to a second floor process room, and concentrating
wastes sent to the fish meal plant. If estimates were correct, annual savings could approach $120,000.

In Oregon, Kolbe reports that a librarian/environmental engineer was recently hired to conduct pilot-
scale Web-based indexing for the Seafood Technology Collection project. This project will result in a
collection of information on seafood science and engineering, including processing, utilization, shelf
life, and food safety. It will be located at the library at Oregon State University's Hatfield Marine
Science Center, Newport, and will be available on the Internet.

In other activities Kolbe planned the next steps in Radio Frequency Pasteurization research. A proposal
will be prepared for USDA to include a controlled-frequency oven and facility at the Food Innovation
Center at Oregon State University.

This month Kolbe is meeting with the Oregon Surimi Technology School planning group in Seattle. In
November he will co-teach a refrigeration and freezing short course at Sheldon Jackson College in
Sitka, attend Marine Advisory planning meetings in Fairbanks Nov. 9-12, and attend Fish Expo in
Seattle. Kolbe is a professor in the Bioresource Engineering Department at the Oregon State University
Food Innovation Center in Corvallis.



Alaska Hosts Meetings
Thirty Sea Grant communicators from 21 state programs and national offices gathered in Seward,
October 1-4. Kurt Byers, Alaska Sea Grant communications manager, organized the gathering. During
the same time, 35 Sea Grant extension leaders and administrators were in Seward attending meetings
organized by Marine Advisory director Don Kramer.

At the communicators' meetings, National Sea Grant director Ron Baird challenged communicators be
part of the national planning process by participating on "theme teams." Sea Grant theme teams identify
needs and write plans for research and outreach in fisheries, coastal processes, and other topic areas.
Victor Omelczenko, National communications monitor, reinforced Baird's remarks, and reported on a
national Sea Grant leadership retreat. The retreat report, as well as the Sea Grant business plan,
emphasize the need to develop "brand name" identification for Sea Grant, to improve national
recognition.

Ben Sherman, national media relations chief, gave a report on his work at coordinating the national
media outreach on the theme team efforts. Cynthia Murray, of the National Sea Grant Library, reviewed
the distribution requirements for Sea Grant information products. The library, located at the University
of Rhode Island provides access to thousands of Sea Grant information products.

Several communicators gave their perspective on how Program Assessment Team visits work, and how
communicators can help their programs prepare for the PAT planning/performance reviews.

To get a first-hand look at some of the important topics Alaska's scientists and outreach specialists deal
with, the group toured Kenai Fjords, Qutekcak Bivalve Hatchery, and the Alaska SeaLife Center.
Shannon Atkinson, SFOS faculty member and SeaLife Center science director, led a behind-the-scenes
tour of the facility's research operation.

In addition, communicators met with the Assembly of Sea Grant Extension Program Leaders on how to
meld outreach efforts of Sea Grant Extension and Communications personnel.

Extension leaders attended new leader training, and also addressed regional networks, integrating
extension into research proposals, cooperative outreach with other NOAA organizations, and
international Sea Grant projects.

Boating Safety Board
Former Marine Advisory agent Hank Pennington was appointed to the first Alaska boating safety board
by Governor Knowles. The board is charged with promoting boating safety education, evaluating
boating regulations, and advising the Department of Natural Resources on boating issues. Pennington
hopes to see the recreational boaters get behind the new Alaska boating safety law, similar to the way
the fishing industry got behind, and helped solve, fishing vessel safety issues in the 1980s.

Book on Aquaculture
A new book, American and International Aquaculture Law: Aquaculture Law, Business, and Finance,
by H.D. McCoy was published by Supranational Publishing. It is a legal and business treatise covering
aquaculture of fishes, shellfish, and aquatic plants. The 476 page book covers the U.S. and international
aquaculture regulatory system, explains federal and state regulatory structures, and describes litigated
aquaculture cases. For more information contact Julia Oliver, (304) 772-4589,
102655.30@compuserve.com.

Graduate Funding
The Kachemak Bay Research Reserve in Homer, Alaska, is soliciting proposals through the NOAA
National Estuarine Research Reserve System (NERRS), for the annual Graduate Research Fellowship
program. Grants are available on a competitive basis to students admitted to or enrolled in a full-time
masters or doctoral program at U.S. accredited colleges and universities. Fellowships may be funded for
up to three years to support thesis or dissertation research within Kachemak Bay. For more information
contact Carl Schooch at (907) 235-4799 or www.ocrm.nos.noaa.gov/nerr/fellow.html. The award
amount is $16,500 per year, and the application deadline is November 1, 2000.
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Sea Grant Book to Be Used for State Safety Training
Jeff Johnson, Alaska state boating law administrator, revealed plans that the Alaska Boating Safety
Council will use Alaska Sea Grant's book Water Wise as one of their "official" safety training books,
starting in 2001. Water Wise, a comprehensive book on recreational boating safety, was written by Jerry
Dzugan and Sue Clark Jensen and published in 1999.

Garza at Japan Meetings
Ketchikan Marine Advisory agent Dolly Garza attended the PICES conference (North Pacific Marine
Science Organization) in Hakodate, Japan, in October. As part of the conference, she toured the state-
of-the-art Hakodate Seafood Tech Center, which is university and community funded. Squid product
development is one the main focuses of the seafood center.

Garza also attended the plenary sessions of the international North Pacific Anadromous Fish
Commission (NPAFC) meeting in Tokyo. A new research plan includes salmon research in the Bering
Sea, as proposed by Alaska Lieutenant Governor and NPAFC chair Fran Ulmer. This new direction,
although unfunded at the moment, may help focus some needed research on the collapse of the Norton
Sound and Yukon-Kuskokwim salmon fisheries.

National Sea Grant Director Wins Presidential Rank Award
Ron Baird, National Sea Grant director, received a Presidential Rank Award for his accomplishments in
helping position the United States as a world leader in marine research and the sustainable development
of coastal resources.

Baird, who was named Sea Grant director in 1996, provided the key leadership in putting the Sea Grant
reauthorization legislation back on track after it stalled in Congress for two years. His efforts resulted in
the legislation passing with near unanimous support.

A report from the Office of the Inspector General found that the Sea Grant program, under Baird's
direction, successfully implemented all of the recommendations suggested by the National Research
Council in its 1994 review of the program.

Baird streamlined organizational and administrative processes, and the National Sea Grant office now
has a staff one-third smaller than a decade ago. He continues to create partnerships, such as one with the
American Fisheries Society to work on fish habitat issues.

SFOS in the Media
Media exposure for SFOS professor Bruce Finney proliferated after the release of his salmon research
in the journal Science October 26. Finney reported that Alaska salmon runs seem to flourish or struggle
in direct relation to climatic warming and cooling, based on tracing sockeye salmon returns back 300
years. The findings could have broad implications for future management. Among others, stories on
Finney's research appeared in the Anchorage Daily News, Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Associated
Press Wire Service (statewide newspapers), Vancouver Sun (Canada), National Post (Canada), Alaska
Public Radio Network including KUAC-FM, and on the following Web sites: Environmental News
Network, National Geographic, ABC News, Worldcatch.com, NOAA, Discovery.com, and the Weather
Channel.

Job Opening
The National Fisheries Institute is seeking applications for director of fisheries science, in the National
Fisheries Institute government relations department. Candidates should have an M.S. or Ph.D. in
fisheries biology or fisheries. Contact jleblanc@nfi.org for more information.

The National Fisheries Institute is the largest nonprofit trade association serving the U.S. fish and
seafood industry. The NFI mission is to ensure an ample, sustainable, and safe seafood supply for



consumers and to strengthen the ability of its members to succeed in the global seafood industry.
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Wynne Book Wins Award
Guide to Marine Mammals and Turtles of the U.S. Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, by Kate Wynne and
Malia Schwartz, recently won the 2000 National Outdoor Book Award (NOBA) for best nature
guidebook (www.isu.edu/outdoor/bookpol.htm). NOBA is the outdoor world's largest and possibly the
most prestigious book award program. It is sponsored by the Association of Outdoor Recreation and
Education and Idaho State University. Each year winners are chosen in nine categories by a
distinguished panel of judges--educators, book reviewers, outdoor columnists, and authors from across
the country. Guide to Marine Mammals and Turtles of the U.S. Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, published
by Rhode Island Sea Grant, will soon be available in its second printing, which will include the award
medallion imprint on the front cover. The book sells for $25, and is available at the Alaska Sea Grant
office.

Sea Grant RFP
Alaska Sea Grant's biennial request for four-page preliminary proposals will be released electronically
on December 15, 2000. Hard copy packets will be sent out before December 22. Researchers whose
email address has changed in the past two years should send a current email address to
fygrant@uaf.edu. In future grant proposal cycles, all materials will be distributed electronically.

Preliminary proposals are due in the Alaska Sea Grant Office on March 1, 2001. Researchers whose
pre-proposals are selected will be notified by March 30, and full proposals will be due on June 1, 2001.

Graduate Fellowships
(1) The request for proposals for FY2001 has been released for the Joint Graduate Fellowship Program
in Population Dynamics and Marine Resource Economics. Jointly funded by the National Sea Grant
Office and the National Marine Fisheries Service, the program will support four graduate students, two
in population dynamics and two in marine resource economics,who are enrolled in Ph.D. programs.
Fellows will work on thesis problems under the guidance of a NMFS mentor at participating NMFS
science centers and laboratories. Applications must be submitted to the Alaska Sea Grant office by
February 15, 2001.

(2) The NOAA Coastal Services Center announces the Coastal Management Fellowship funding
opportunity. This is a two-year fellowship to work on state-level coastal resource management issues
that relate to federal policies. Fellows will work in one of seven East Coast participating states.
Students must complete their graduate degree by July 31, 2001 to be eligible. For more information go
to www.csc.noaa.gov/cms/fellows.html. Applications are due at the Alaska Sea Grant office by January
31, 2001.

Sea Grant Hires Artist
Tatiana Piatanova has joined the Alaska Sea Grant communications staff as graphic artist. She brings
with her to the job much enthusiasm and talent. Piatanova earned her B.A. in English literature from
UAF in 1997, and in May 2000 she received her bachelor of fine arts degree, also from UAF. She has
done graphic art work as an employee at the Arctic Region Supercomputing Center, and she teaches
computer graphics in the UAF Art Department.

In 1992 Piatanova came to UAF from Russia on a volleyball scholarship, and played for two years on
the women's volleyball team. She has served in the UAF Outdoor Adventures Program, where she was
responsible for outdoor safety and first aid on wilderness excursions.

Piatanova fills the position vacated in October by Dave Brenner, who is now the Web specialist at
Michigan Sea Grant in Ann Arbor.

New Publication



Buying Insurance for your Charterboat, by Terry Johnson, is a six-page publication now available from
Sea Grant. Originally published in the Marine Advisory newsletter Charterlog, which is edited by
Johnson, the publication discusses the unique insurance requirements for charter vessel owners.
Maritime law places the responsibilty of damages from "unseaworthiness" on the master of the vessel,
which includes almost any situation where a person on the boat gets hurt. Johnson tells how to pick an
agent and a policy, how to select coverage, and he emphasizes the importance of understanding the
policy. There is no charge for single copies of the publication.

Shellfish Restoration Talk
Ray RaLonde, MAP aquaculture specialist, gave a plenary talk at the Fourth International Conference
on Shellfish Restoration in South Carolina last month. The meeting was sponsored by several Sea Grant
programs and NOAA agencies. RaLonde spoke on "Restoring Littleneck Clam Resources for Native
American Subsistence Use in Prince William Sound, Alaska."

After natural and human-caused disasters decimated littleneck clam populations on the intertidal
beaches of Prince William Sound, Native American villagers were unable to harvest clams to meet
subsistence needs. Since 1995, the Quteckak Native Corporation has actively pursued restoration of the
clam populations by developing seed production technology, conducting site selection studies, and
managing growout trials. Thanks to the success of the project, the villagers can once again harvest
clams from the beaches.

Mammal Symposium
The Southeast and Mid-Atlantic Marine Mammal Symposium will be held March 30 to April 1, 2001.
Formerly known as the Atlantic Coastal Dolphin Conference, this meeting has been expanded to
include research on all species of marine mammals from Maryland to Texas. It will be held at the Duke
University Marine Laboratory on Pivers Island in Beaufort, North Carolina. For more information on
submitting abstracts, contact Caterina D'Agrosa at ced@duke.edu, (252) 504-7530. Student research is
encouraged.

PPRC Newsletter
In the fall 2000 edition of its quarterly newsletter, the Pacific Northwest Pollution Prevention Resource
Center (PPRC) focuses on ways to sharpen management of water and energy, to benefit businesses and
salmon in the Gulf of Alaska and south. The newsletter, Pollution Prevention Northwest, is online at
www.pprc.org/pprc/pubs/newslets/news0900.html.

The nonprofit PPRC works with business and government to promote preventive approaches to
environmental protection. PPRC serves Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington.

Research Opportunity
The NOAA/UNH Cooperative Institute for Coastal and Estuarine Environmental Technology
(CICEET), located at the University of New Hampshire, is inviting preliminary proposals for project
funding consideration. Projects should support the use of the National Estuarine Research Reserve
System (NERRS) in developing and applying innovative environmental technologies that address
anthropogenic contamination and degradation of estuarine and coastal ecosystems. The deadline for
receipt of preliminary proposal submissions is Wednesday, January 10, 2001. For more information go
to http://ciceet.unh.edu/index_flash.html or contact Richard Langan, (603) 862-0190,
rlangan@cisunix.unh.edu.
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