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Garza on Federal MPA Committee
Dolly Garza, Ketchikan MAP agent, was tapped for the new NOAA National Marine Protected Area
(MPA) Federal Advisory Committee. The 30-person committee represents a broad community,
including scientists, academia, commercial and recreational fishermen, resource users and managers,
and environmentalists. The committee will advise the Secretaries of Commerce and the Interior on
implementing the MPA executive order.

The committee is supported by the National MPA Center, established by NOAA in cooperation with the
Department of the Interior. The MPA Center is charged with providing federal, state, territorial, tribal,
and local governments with the information, technologies, training, and strategies to coordinate
activities related to MPAs.

Sea Grant Has New Director
Brian Allee started as new director of the Alaska Sea Grant College Program on February 3. Allee's
focus in his new job is to identify Alaska's critical marine resource problems, nurture collaborative
partnerships to help solve Alaska's marine resource problems, and provide Sea Grant funding for
scientifically sound research, education, and extension. You can find him in the Sea Grant office, 205
O'Neill Bldg.

Allee brings 30 years of work experience to the job. Most recently he worked for the Northwest Power
Planning Council as project manager for subbasin planning in the Columbia River, encompassing
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana. Prior to that he was executive director of the Columbia
Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority in Portland, Oregon; director of the Fisheries Rehabilitation,
Enhancement and Development Division, Alaska Department of Fish and Game; and president and
operations manager at Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation, Alaska.

In addition he has been president of the American Fisheries Society Fish Culture Section; board chair of
the Western Regional Aquaculture Center, University of Washington; member of the Scientific and
Statistical Committee, Pacific Fishery Management Council; chair of Fisheries Technical Review,
Alaska Science and Technology Foundation; and member of the advisory council, SFOS, UAF. Allee
has served in an advisory capacity for three Sea Grant programs, Washington, Oregon, and Alaska.

Allee has a Ph.D. in fisheries from the University of Washington, and a B.A. in zoology from the
University of California. In his free time he enjoys lap swimming, fishing, hiking, and bird-watching.

Program Coordinator
Adie Callahan is the new Alaska Sea Grant program coordinator. Callahan is the primary public contact
for the program, she handles purchasing and travel for Sea Grant, tracks proposals and projects, and
also helps with Web site development and publications distribution. Callahan started in the position in
December 2002, right after she finished her bachelor's degree in sociology at UAF. Having recently
returned to Alaska after a 20-year absence, she is immersing herself in all winter activities, the most
challenging being curling and winter driving. She loves to travel (especially to foreign countries), take
pictures, practice yoga, and be with her family and friends.

Sea Grant RFP
Alaska Sea Grant has issued the biennial call for preliminary research proposals for 2004-2006 funding.
The 4-page pre-proposals are due in the Alaska Sea Grant office March 3, 2003. Pre-proposals will be
evaluated by an advisory panel, and faculty will be advised by March 31, 2003, whether they should
submit a full proposal. Full proposals will be due June 3, and funding will begin February 1, 2004. For
more information go to http://seagrant.uaf.edu/research/rfp/index.html.

Salmon Workshop Held
The workshop "Enhancing the Quality and Markets for Alaska's Salmon," held in January in
Anchorage, was the second in a series of statewide workshops addressing the economic crisis facing



Alaska's salmon industry and coastal communities. The workshops are part of a UA, Alaska Sea Grant,
and Washington Sea Grant initiative called "Tools for the Salmon Industry." Conference coordinators
were Paula Cullenberg, Quentin Fong, and Chuck Crapo of MAP and Pete Granger of Washington Sea
Grant. MAP staffers Terry Johnson and Don Kramer also presented.

The workshop examined ideas and new directions for the industry, with presentations by experts in the
fish business as well as marketers of other products. Topics included mandatory quality changes,
changing export markets, what domestic customers expect, how to increase domestic market share,
branding, and direct marketing by Alaska fishermen and cooperatives.

The text of presentations given at the first salmon workshop, "Options for Restructuring Alaska's
Salmon Fisheries," held in October 2002, are available on the Web at http://www.sfos.uaf.edu
/salmontools/edu/workshops/2002/options/index.html.

Fish Direct Marketing
Petersburg MAP agent Brian Paust spoke at a recent class in Ketchikan, "Direct Marketing for
Fishermen." Twenty-five people attended, from Metlakatla, Craig, and Ketchikan. All attendees are
currently engaged in the harvesting sector and appeared eager to initiate direct marketing ventures. The
class was sponsored by Ketchikan Small Business Development Center and UAS Ketchikan Campus.
William Taylor, economic development specialist at UAS Ketchikan, organized the class.

AMSEA Board
Paula Cullenberg, MAP coastal community specialist, now represents MAP on the board of directors
for the Alaska Marine Safety Education Association (AMSEA). Cullenberg has been involved with
AMSEA since 1986, and previously represented the North Pacific Fisheries Observer Training Center
on the board. Cullenberg replaces Dolly Garza, who served as MAP representative and in other
AMSEA board positions during her 17-year tenure. While on the board, Garza provided guidance on
safe boating for rural Native populations on the river systems, among other valuable contributions.

ASJ Radio
Alaska Sea Grant's Arctic Science Journeys will be broadcast by Sirius Satellite Radio, thanks to an
agreement with Icicle Networks. Sirius is a subscription-based satellite radio service that broadcasts
100 channels of radio to the United States.

RadioSource.Net, an Internet-based audio delivery site, has also agreed to add ASJ Radio.
RadioSource.Net promotes research, extension, and education efforts of land grant universities.
Members upload audio programs to the site, and the audio is then made available to broadcasters.

ASJ Radio's weekly science stories, about 4 minutes long, are broadcast throughout Alaska on Alaska
Public Radio stations, as well as on the Voice of America, the Environmental News Network, and its
own Web site, http://www.ASJNews.org.

Beating the Odds Revised
Alaska Sea Grant's Beating the Odds book is now better than ever! With up-to-date content, a new title,
and new cover, Beating the Odds on Northern Waters continues to be the first choice of fishermen and
safety trainers in the Pacific Northwest. North Atlantic fishermen are also catching on to this top-notch
safety tool. The book teaches simple safety practices that can stand between coming home alive and not
coming home at all.

The Alaska Marine Safety Education Association has produced a video to go along with the book,
Beating the Odds: Onboard Emergency Drills. Both are available at the Sea Grant office,
888-789-0090. The book sells for $15, the video for $20.
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Kramer Steps Down from MAP Director Position
Don Kramer, who served as director of MAP from 1985 to 2003, was congratulated for his long service
by Alaska Sea Grant director Brian Allee at a recent meeting of the Pacific Fisheries Technologists in
Astoria, Oregon. Allee presented Kramer with a plaque, and spoke about Kramer's many
accomplishments as director. Kramer has served as president of the Pacific Fisheries Technologists.

While he was MAP director Kramer achieved numerous accomplishments, including:

Expanded the Marine Advisory Program by securing new faculty positions.
Authored eight Sea Grant publications.
Served on National Seafood HACCP Alliance steering committee, developers of the nation's
program to ensure safety of America's seafood.
Primary author of the national HACCP manual.
Organized training programs to prepare rural Alaskans to work in seafood processing.
Taught 90 courses to more than 1,000 students.

Among the awards he has received are:

1996 USDA Certificate of Appreciation for HACCP work.
1997 Vice President Al Gore Hammer Award to the HACCP Alliance for significant
contribution to the nation.
1999 CREES Recognition Award for HACCP Leadership.
1999 USDA Group Honor Award for Excellence in HACCP.
2000 Chair's Award for Outstanding Service to the Assembly of Sea Grant Extension Leaders.
2000 NMFS Jerry Jurkovich Award for outstanding contributions to the fishing/seafood
industry.

Kramer will focus his future work on critical HACCP training for coastal communities, and continue
his work as seafood specialist for MAP. Paula Cullenberg is the new Marine Advisory Program leader.

Pacific Cod Research
SFOS graduate student Olav Ormseth is interested in the relationship between ocean temperature and
reproduction in Pacific cod. Cod are ocean bottom species with substantial commercial value, and are
an important part of the ecosystem. They are strongly influenced by short- and long-term climate
changes, especially temperature.

Ormseth suggests a scenario in which the reproductive potential of female cod—the number of eggs
spawned each year and the likelihood that the eggs will survive—depends on the amount of stored
energy they have. Because fish are cold-blooded the amount of potential energy they consume is
directly linked to the temperature of their environment. Preservation of energy stores may depend on
the ability of females to find the right range of temperatures in which to spawn. Therefore, temperature
may be the most important criterion that female cod use to select spawning habitat.

Ormseth is conducting three research strategies to test his idea. One uses laboratory analyses of cod
tissues to examine the relationship between energy stores and reproductive potential. The second uses
acoustic transmitters to track wild cod and look at habitat preferences and other aspects of cod
distribution. The third uses historical data to see how cod spawning distributions have changed over the
years due to ocean temperature changes.

Ormseth, originally from Minnesota, came to UAF because Alaska is a good place to study marine fish,
and SFOS has great opportunities. One of his most interesting educational experiences so far has been
January field work on a crab boat in the Bering Sea.

He is pursuing his Ph.D. in fisheries oceanography, and expects to get the degree in 2006. After that he
will look for a post-doctorate (in Norway perhaps), then work for a federal agency or Alaska
Department of Fish and Game. He enjoys skiing, fishing, and hiking.



Ormseth's major professor is Brenda Norcross. He received a UAF Center for Global Change
fellowship funded by Alaska Sea Grant.

Rockfish Brochure
Alaska Sea Grant recently published the brochure Angler's Guide to the Rockfishes of Alaska: Biology
and Fishery Management. Scott Meyer, fishery biologist at ADFG, wrote the brochure so anglers can
learn how to avoid permanently damaging Alaska rockfish stocks. Rockfish are extremely vulnerable to
overharvest. Recreational harvest of rockfish in Alaska has averaged about 90,000 fish per year since
1980.

The brochure has essential information for anglers to identify rockfish and decrease unintentional
harvest. By educating themselves on rockfish-conserving tactics, Alaska anglers may be able to prevent
drastic fishing restrictions like those enforced from British Columbia to California. The four-color
brochure can be used as a promotional item to give away to customers at charter fishing operations, bait
shops, and seafood stores. Single copies are free, available in the Alaska Sea Grant office.

Alaska Region NOSB
"Team Tempest" from Juneau-Douglas High School took first place in the sixth annual Alaska Region
National Ocean Sciences Bowl. The competition was held February 21-23 in Seward.

Fourteen teams represented twelve Alaska schools in the ocean knowledge quiz/research project
competition. Juneau's "Team Avalanche" took second place, and Chugiak High School's "Team Mad
Mad Mad Mollusks" took third.

Team Tempest will represent Alaska in the U.S. National Ocean Sciences Bowl finals, April 25-28 in
La Jolla, California. They received one-year tuition waivers to the University of Alaska Fairbanks.

The three-day event featured a juried art show. Heather Harris of Juneau won "Best of Show" with her
wearable art titled "Fishing for the Perfect Man." Harris' entry was a handmade dress of black satin
laden with fishing lures and beer bottle caps. For additional competition results see
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/nosb/index.html.

Phyllis Shoemaker coordinated the event, with help from volunteers from SFOS and Seward. Susan
Sugai served as science project coordinator. Project and science judges included Susan Sugai, Shannon
Atkinson, Paula Cullenberg, Stephanie Moreland, and Brian Himelbloom. Susan Inglis was a
scorekeeper, and Deborah Mercy videotaped the sessions. Sherri Pristash, Laura Bender, Hank
Pennington, and Judy McDonald were also on-site helpers.

The competition was sponsored by SFOS, with support from Alaska Sea Grant and others. The National
Ocean Sciences Bowl is sponsored by the Consortium for Oceanographic Research and Education and
the National Marine Educators Association.

Summer Global Institute for Educators
Anyone working with students is invited to the Global Institute, June 10-25, 2003, in Fairbanks.
Teachers will join educators from around the state to discuss the effects of global change on
communities and lives. Attendees will

Learn to integrate local/traditional knowledge with environmental studies.
Use the "GLOBE" curriculum to enhance student science skills and understanding.
Learn the latest teaching techniques and best practices in science education.
Address science, math, and cultural standards.

Especially encouraged are teams of teachers, resource specialists, and local experts in science or Native
knowledge. Instructors are Elena Sparrow, Leslie Gordon, Sidney Stephens, and guest elders and
experts. For more information go to http://www.uaf.edu/olcg, or contact Martha Kopplin at 474-2601.

Electronic Newsletter
Would you like to change from a paper subscription of Fishlines to electronic only? Please contact Sue
Keller at fnsk@uaf.edu. Each month we will send you an email linked to the electronic copy on the Sea
Grant Web site.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter reporting Alaska Sea Grant activities to staff, students, and
principal investigators of Alaska Sea Grant and the Marine Advisory Program, and staff of the School
of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences. For more information contact Sue Keller, (907) 474-6703,



Vol. XXIII, No. 4
April 2003

Cullenberg Is New MAP Leader
Paula Cullenberg was appointed leader of the Alaska Marine Advisory Program and Sea Grant
associacte director in March 2003. She also heads the Coastal Community Development project for
MAP and does fisheries extension work. She is associate professor at SFOS.

Cullenberg brings strong administrative experience to MAP from her seven-year tenure as director of
the North Pacific Fisheries Observer Training Center. She served as Alaska's MAP agent in Dillingham
from 1985 to 1990, and was extension agent at Washington Sea Grant in 1990-1991. She has 15 years
experience as a commercial salmon fisherman in Bristol Bay, and has participated in herring and halibut
fisheries around Alaska. She also is a longtime member of the Alaska Marine Safety Education
Association board of directors.

Cullenberg looks forward to using her experience in extension and administration to help bring success
to the MAP program. She believes that the new Sea Grant management team will forge a stronger link
between Alaska Sea Grant and the UAF Marine Advisory Program.

Sea Grant director Brian Allee recently appointed the management team. Allee will meet regularly with
Kurt Byers, Sea Grant communications manager; Paula Cullenberg, Sea Grant associate director and
MAP leader; Michele Frandsen, Sea Grant fiscal manager; and Susan Sugai, Sea Grant associate
director for research and programs. The team met in Fairbanks April 1.

MAP Agent Hired in Dillingham
Liz Brown was recently hired to serve as full time MAP agent in Dillingham. She will start work July 1.
Currently Brown is environmental health officer for the Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation in Unalaska. She served as assistant professor and director of the Seafood Technology
Training Program at Sheldon Jackson College in Sitka, and for three years during that time she was
seafood technology program coordinator for University of Alaska MAP. Brown has an M.S. in marine
resource management from Oregon State University.

Marine Fellowship in Washington, D.C.
Graduate students in marine resource and marine policy are invited to apply for the Knauss Marine
Policy Fellowship. The program matches outstanding graduate students with "hosts" in legislative or
executive branches in Washington, D.C., for a one-year paid fellowship.

"You are the best and the brightest in your universities and you are the future of marine and coastal
policy in our government," said retired Navy Vice Admiral Conrad C. Lautenbacher, undersecretary of
commerce for oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator, to the 2003 class of Knauss fellows. "I
applaud the Knauss program because it is a wonderful entree for highly motivated people like you to
get into the system and make a difference."

Any student who is in a graduate or professional program in a marine or aquatic-related field, on April
1, 2003, is eligibleto apply for the 2004 fellowships. The deadline for applications through Alaska Sea
Grant is May 5, 2003.

HACCP in the Pharmaceutical Industry
Don Kramer, MAP seafood specialist and international expert on HACCP, will be a presenter at the
conference "Implementing HACCP in the Pharmaceutical Industry," May 15-16, 2003, in Philadelphia.
Kramer will present a session on "How the Seafood Industry Has Implemented HACCP," and will be
part of an interactive panel to discuss "Strategies for Evaluating the Effectiveness of a HACCP
Program."

HACCP (hazard analysis critical control points) involves studying the process of making a product,
determining the points where product safety hazards may be introduced, and developing a plan to
prevent the hazards from affecting product quality.



Salmon Workshop
"The Future of Alaska's Salmon Returns" is the third workshop for the project "Tools for the Salmon
Industry," a University of Alaska, Alaska Sea Grant, and Washington Sea Grant initiative. The
workshop will be held April 21, 2003, 8:30-4:00 in UAA commons room 206.

The success of Alaska's wild salmon fishery depends on the amount of fish available to harvest, and the
intensity and duration of fluctuations in run strength. Hardships due to market conditions are
exacerbated if salmon returns are weak. Experts will present information on salmon stocks in Alaska
and other regions, past and present.

Conference coordinators are Milo Adkison, SFOS, and Paula Cullenberg, UAF Marine Advisory
Program. For more information call 907-274-9691 or visit the Salmon Tools web site at:
http://www.sfos.uaf.edu/salmontools/.

The workshop is free and open to the public. It is geared to several public audiences�community
economic development planners, seafood processors, legislators, reporters, fisheries managers,
biologists, and fishermen. Attendees at the first two Salmon Tools workshops represented 25 Alaska
communities.

Auklet Research
SFOS graduate student Hector Douglas has completed two years of study on his research
"Planktivorous Auklets as Biomonitors of Environmental Change in Marine Food Webs." Douglas is
using three tools for investigating changes in marine food webs�fatty acid signature analysis, stable
isotopes, and stress hormones. He is attempting to use these techniques to discriminate patterns in ocean
productivity that may be attributable to climate change.

Among other places, Douglas has collected fat samples from crested auklets on St. Lawrence Island,
during the chick-rearing period. He has done further field sampling in the Shumagins, Aleutians, and at
Little Diomede Island. Douglas has found himself in the midst of colonies of auklets numbering in the
hundreds of thousands.

In addition to studying Aethia auklets for monitoring change in marine food webs, he is also looking at
the chemistry, functions, and production of aldehyde odorants in Aethia auklets. The citrus-smelling
aldehydes may function as chemical defenses and pheromones in the auklets.

Douglas enrolled at UAF because of its proximity to research sites, the expertise in biology and marine
science, flexibility of the SFOS program, and availability of academic support. He is working toward
his Ph.D. in marine biology, which he hopes to earn by 2004. In the future he plans a research career in
marine science and ecology, and science writing.

His favorite pastimes and hobbies are media production (film, photography, radio, print journalism),
outdoor recreation (skiing, cycling, hiking), music (violin), and travel.

In addition to funding from Alaska Sea Grant through the UAF Center for Global Change, Douglas also
has received research money from the National Park Service and the Eppley Foundation. Alan Springer
is Douglas's major professor.
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Awards
Alaska Sea Grant recently won several awards for communications efforts. Boatkeeper, a set of 32
articles on boat maintenance written by MAP agent Terry Johnson, won a gold award in the electronic
publications category, in a competition run by Agricultural Communicators in Education (ACE). Carol
Kaynor, Kathy Kurtenbach, Sue Keller, and Sherri Pristash have contributed to the Web presentation of
this publication.

Crabs in Cold Water Regions won an honorable mention in the Blue Pencil competition held by the
National Association of Government Communicators (NAGC), in the hard cover books category. Sue
Keller, Kathy Kurtenbach, and Tatiana Piatanova worked on production of the book, the proceedings of
the 2001 symposium Crabs in Cold Water Regions: Biology, Management, and Economics, coordinated
by Alaska Sea Grant.

The Surviving Outdoor Adventures set of four books won the Blue Ribbon Award in the curriculum and
educational materials category, in the biennial Sea Grant Week publications competition.

Doug Schneider's magazine article "Hard Times at the Haul Out," the cover story in Alaska magazine in
July 2002, won a silver award in the ACE competition in the writing for magazines category. The
article also won second place in the NAGC competition, articles category. Schneider's radio story
"Kodiak's Steller Sea Lions" won an honorable mention in the NAGC competition, weekly radio show
category.

Herring Predictive Models
Naoki Tojo, master's student with support from Alaska Sea Grant, is working on a project with Gordon
Kruse at SFOS in Juneau. The research involves Pacific herringspawning and early life ocean survival,
and will analyze potential determinants of herring stock success.

Tojo will develop statistical relationships between ocean conditions and spawning location and timing,
and between ocean conditions and herring egg condition. Based on that he will construct predictive
models for herring spawning for use by Togiak fishery managers. Togiak, in the Bristol Bay area, is the
state's largest and most valuable herring fishery.

The project has the potential of solving several herring fishery management problems. Spawning time
and locations vary widely, and affect expensive field sampling and operation of the fishery. Therefore
predictive models of spawning events will be invaluable to fishery managers. Also, economic value
depends largely on roe content, which varies with oceanographic conditions during maturation.
Predictive models of maximum roe content for a given year will help managers time the fishery for
maximum roe content.

Tojo is from Hiroshima, Japan. He hopes to get his master's in fisheries in 2004. He chose to enroll at
UAF because he had well-established communication with faculty, and the project is a good one for the
kind of work he hopes to do in the future. He plans to return to Japan, where he will contribute to
oceanography and cultural education in Hokkaido.

Sea Grant Advisory Board
Alaska Sea Grant will select an advisory board of twelve or more people who represent the industries
and agencies that impact marine resources in the state. Sea Grant director Brian Allee expects that the
majority of board members will be from Alaska. The first order of business for the advisory board will
be to work out further strategic planning by fall 2003. Strategic planning will align somewhat with that
of NOAA and the National Sea Grant Office. Please contact Brian Allee in the Alaska Sea Grant office
(907-474-7949) if you have suggestions or nominations for the board.

Alaska NOSB Team Wins Award
The Alaska National Ocean Sciences Bowl team won the James D. Watkins Sportsmanship Award at
the 2004 NOSB competition. Team Tempest from Juneau-Douglas High School, including Holly



Rhoden, Colin Conerton, Chris Frank, Natalie Hale, and Josh Finley, were the Alaska regional
representatives at the 2004 NOSB finals in La Jolla, California, April 27-28. The James D. Watkins
Sportsmanship Award goes to a team that displays outstanding sportsmanship throughout the final
competition. Each member of Team Tempest will receive a $250 Barnes & Noble gift certificate and
$2500 scholarship for the Woods Hole semester-at-sea.

Team Tempest members, coached by science teacher Clay Good, were the regional winners of the
Alaska Tsunami Bowl and winners of the research project award sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant.

AFS Intern Position
The American Fisheries Society is offering a Public Policy & Development Internship for 2003-2004 in
Bethesda, Maryland. The intern will work closely with fisheries policy people in the Washington, D.C.,
metropolitan area. An M.S. degree or higher is required, in fisheries, natural resources, or policy, with
an interest in the interplay of science and policy. For more information contact the AFS executive
director, phone 301-897-8616, grassam@fisheries.org.
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Alaska Mariculture Gets a Boost
In the past year Ray RaLonde, MAP aquaculture specialist, has been working to get new mariculture
sites ready for leasing, mostly in Southeast Alaska. In 2002, as part of his Sea Grant–funded MAP
project "Shellfish Aquaculture Development for Prince of Wales Island," RaLonde and a few
aquaculture farmers testified before the state legislature, emphasizing the difficulty of getting permits
for submerged land for culturing mollusks.

The day after RaLonde's testimony, legislation was introduced in the senate that would require 90
aquaculture sites to be up for lease by January 2004. House Bill 208 was soon passed in both houses
with no dissenting votes. Further, the state provided enough money for the regulatory agencies, Alaska
Department of Fish and Game and Department of Natural Resources, to issue the permits. RaLonde
also got funding from Cooperative Extension and a UA President's Natural Resource Grant to help with
expenses.

To meet the demands of the bill RaLonde, as UAF representative, arranged several meetings with
residents of economically depressed coastal communities, to locate potential shellfish farming sites and
interested farm operators. While some communities declined, citizens of Ketchikan, Wrangell, and the
Naukati community (Craig, Thorne Bay, and Klawok) enthusiastically welcomed mariculture by
nominating sites. Citizens in the communities are ready to lease and operate sites to raise clams,
oysters, scallops, and geoducks.

After more than a year's work conducting site investigations and completing applications, RaLonde
submitted to the agencies, on behalf of the communities, the 400-page packet of necessary documents
to make the sites ready for leasing and permitting. The total site nominations are more than 10,000
acres. All of the data, including geographic locations, is also available on a CD.

Now that RaLonde has nearly completed the stage of rounding up the sites, he will focus on educating
the farm operators on how to set up the farms, where to get the seed, how to maintain quality, and how
to find markets for the product. UAF seafood marketing specialist Quentin Fong is taking the lead in
marketing. Mariculture is high on Governor Murkowski's list of priorities, and he is likely to give
support to the shellfish farming program.

Bush Appoints Sugai to Arctic Research Commission
President George W. Bush recently announced the appointment of Susan Sugai to the United States
Arctic Research Commission, which recommends national Arctic research policy. Sugai is the associate
director of Alaska Sea Grant, where she oversees Sea Grant–funded research and education projects.
She has studied biogeochemistry of marine and lake sediments and taiga forest soils as well as issues
such as the degradation of oil following the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill.

"This is a great honor and a responsibility that I look forward to," Sugai said. "There are numerous
environmental, social, and political changes occurring throughout the Arctic that deserve attention at
the national level."

Sugai received her doctorate from the University of Alaska Fairbanks in 1985. She will serve as an
academic representative to the United States Arctic Research Commission through February 26, 2007.

Grant Aids Rural Participation in Alaska NOSB
Susan Sugai was awarded $100,000 from the North Pacific Research Board to support the Alaska
Regional National Ocean Sciences Bowl. The money will be used over a three-year period to transport
rural, off-the-road-system high school teams to the NOSB competition, and to conduct regional
workshops with rural teachers and students. Sugai believes that by increasing the participation of rural
high schools in this highly successful academic competition, the grant will help prepare residents of
Alaska's roadless coastline communities to address marine resource issues.

Tagging Pollock



Sea Grant–funded graduate student Colin Schmitz, of the SFOS Fisheries Division in Juneau, is
working on a tagging research project to estimate migration of eastern Bering Sea walleye pollock. The
goal is to determine if tagging is a feasible method of estimating migration rates for a population of
walleye pollock on the order of tens of billions. The title of the project is "Statistical Design and
Simulation Experiment for Tagging Walleye Pollock in the Eastern Bering Sea." Terry Quinn is his
major professor.

Schmitz, from Arlington, Texas, is working on his master's in fisheries. He came to UAF because he
liked the qualifications and interests of the fisheries professors, and wanted to move to Alaska. Schmitz
reports that among the most interesting educational experiences he's had at UAF are the many seminars
on all aspects of the marine and freshwater environment.

Schmitz expects to finish his degree in 2003. After he graduates he plans to stay in Alaska and hopes to
work for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game or the National Marine Fisheries Service. Schmitz's
funding is via the National Fisheries Institute/Alaska Sea Grant Scholarship.

Job Opening
The Idaho Department of Fish and Game has an opening for a fishery staff biologist in Boise, Idaho.
This staff biologist serves as the migration specialist for the department. The responsibilities include
analyses and recommendations for anadromous fish passage operations for the Federal Columbia River
Power System (FCRPS) and coordination of the department's fish passage program with staff and other
regional entities to facilitate implementation. A key responsibility is to assist technical and policy
implementation of fish passage recommendations. The announcement is at http://www.dhr.state.id.us
/announcements/00836070464.asp. Deadline for application is June 16, 2003.
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Sea Grant Advisory Board
Sea Grant Director Brian Allee has selected 24 advisory board members for the Alaska Sea Grant
College Program. Allee named the board for their leadership skills and broad representation of Alaska
regions, Alaska industries and organizations, federal and state government, and area of profession. The
first meeting for the group will be fall 2003, to develop the Alaska Sea Grant strategic plan. Members
of the advisory board follow.

Jon Agosti, President, Alaska Shellfish Association; and Manager, Qutekcak Shellfish Hatchery
Steve Borell, Executive Director, Alaska Miners Association
Dorothy Childers, Executive Director, Alaska Marine Conservation Council
Peggy Cowan, Superintendent, Juneau Borough School District
Pete Esquiro, Executive Director, Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association
Mark Fina, Senior Economist, North Pacific Fishery Management Council
Terry Gardiner, President, Silver Lining Seafood
John Goering, Professor Emeritus, UAF
Rowan Gould, Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Rick Harris, Executive Vice President, Sealaska Corporation
Frank Hill, Co-director, Alaska Rural Systemic Initiative
Trevor McCabe, Executive Director, At-Sea Processors Association
Jerry McCune, Lobbyist, United Fishermen of Alaska
Henry Mitchell, Executive Director, Bering Sea Fishermen's Association
Tony Nakazawa, Director, Cooperative Extension Service, UAF
Daniel O'Hara, Chair, Bristol Bay Fish and Wildlife Advisory Committee
Mary Pete, Director, Subsistence Division of Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Capt. Richard Preston, U.S. Coast Guard, Juneau
Ralph Seekins, Alaska State Senator
John Shively, Vice President for Government and Community Relations, Holland America
Orson Smith, Associate Professor of Ocean Engineering, UAA
Jeff Stephan, Manager, United Fishermen's Marketing Association
Stan Stephens, President, Stan Stephens Cruises
Bill Streever, Environmental Studies Leader, BP

Seabird Experimental Catch Deterrent Grant
The Marine Advisory Program was awarded $98,000 from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for a project
to test innovative methods to decrease catch of seabirds by small boat longliners. Financial support will
be provided to fishermen with new ideas to develop seabird deterrent devices, for longliners fishing the
inside waters of Southeast Alaska and Prince William Sound.

Commercial longliners in Alaska accidentally catch endangered and other seabirds in their gear, such as
the short-tailed albatross. To help remedy this problem the National Marine Fisheries Service, aided by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, is developing regulations to require commercial fishermen to use
bird deterrent devices. Large longliner operations in offshore Alaska waters will be able to use paired
tori lines, but smaller vessels longlining in nearshore Alaska waters cannot use tori lines safely.

Co-coordinators Allison Rice, MAP assistant in Petersburg, and Torie Baker, Cordova gillnet
fisherman, will work directly with the longliners. Rice and Baker will advertise the program, work with
a steering committee to approve and finance tests, and document the testing onboard with photos, video,
and written reports. Fishermen will develop experimental seabird deterrents, and test them during the
longline fishery in late summer–early fall 2003. The project will be completed in June 2004. Devices
that seem feasible will be tested more thoroughly in a second stage of the project. Paula Cullenberg,
MAP leader, is principal investigator on the project.

Freshwater Flux in the Arctic Basin
SFOS graduate student Dmitry Dukhovskoy is studying decadal variability of the freshwater flux in the
Arctic Basin–North Atlantic system. Dukhovskoy is developing a one-dimensional model of the Arctic
Ocean and shelf and ice formations, to interact with a one-dimensional model of the Greenland Sea.



These models will help explore interannual variability of the Arctic Ocean.

Dukhovskoy's major professors are Mark Johnson, SFOS, and Andrey Proshutinsky, Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution. Alaska Sea Grant provides partial funding for Dukhovskoy's fellowship
from the UAF Center for Global Change.

Some of Dukhovskoy's most interesting educational experiences at UAF include statistical courses
offered by the UAF Mathematical Sciences Department. He also recommends the course "Numerical
Methods of Geophysical Fluid Dynamics." He expects to earn his Ph.D. in physical oceanography in
2003, after which he wants to do research as a post-doctoral fellow.

Dukhovskoy is from St. Petersburg, Russia. He chose UAF so he could work with world-renowned
scientists on polar physical oceanography. He says he wanted to see one of the most beautiful and wild
places in the United States (Alaska), and take advantage of quiet winter in a small city to dedicate
himself to research. In his spare time Dukhovskoy enjoys reading historical literature on the European
Middle Ages, playing piano and guitar, soccer, boxing, downhill skiing, and scuba diving.

Cold Storage Conference
Petersburg MAP agent Brian Paust is organizing a two-day conference on community cold storage
facilities to take place during the first week of November 2003 in Anchorage. Paust reports that many
coastal Alaska residents in the fishing business are interested in building and operating community
processing centers, public cold storage facilities, and air freight consolidation facilities.

Topics to be addressed at the meeting include business planning, funding options, seafood handling
practices, inventory control, computer networking, quality assurance, and shipping strategies. Attendees
will be briefed on feasibility studies, including calculating facility capacity, labor force requirements,
utility requirements, transportation needs, harvesting capacity, proximity to commercial resources, and
government regulations.

Award
The book Beating the Odds on Northern Waters: A Guide to Fishing Safety, edited by Susan Clark
Jensen and Jerry Dzugan, won a 2003 APEX Award of Excellence in the one of a kind government
publications category. Dzugan, director of the Alaska Marine Safety Education Association, revised the
book in 2002. More than 12,000 copies of previous editions were sold, mostly to safety trainers in
Alaska and the Pacific Northwest. Alaska Sea Grant, publisher, sells the book for $15. APEX awards
are issued by Communications Concepts of Springfield, Virginia.

4th World Fish Congress
The American Fisheries Society will host the 4th World Fish Congress May 2–6, 2004, in Vancouver,
Canada. The theme is Reconciling Fisheries with Conservation. Sessions will include transboundary
stocks, modeling, global climate change, ownership, and rights of Native people. Presentations will
look at ways to maintain the economic and social benefits of healthy fisheries, in the face of global
climate change, human population trends, and habitat demands. The deadline for abstracts is August 5,
2003. For more information see http://www.worldfisheries2004.org.
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Steiner Addressing Pakistan Oil Spill
MAP agent Rick Steiner is in Karachi, Pakistan, helping in the aftermath of a significant oil spill.
Steiner joined a team of experts who are assessing impact and preparing a rehabilitation plan for the
affected natural resources. His expertise was sought by the Sindh Programme Office of IUCN–The
World Conservation Union.

On July 28 the Greek tanker MV Tasman Spirit, chartered by Pakistan's National Shipping Corporation,
ran aground at low tide close to Karachi on the Arabian Sea. It has been reported that 28,000 tons of oil
spilled before leakage was stopped.

As the Prince William Sound MAP agent from 1983 to 1997, Steiner was instrumental in the
emergency response and the long-term resolution of the Exxon Valdez oil spill disaster. Based on his
work after the Exxon Valdez disaster, as well as other accomplishments, Steiner is a principal specialist
in the National Sea Grant network and worldwide for oil spill prevention and response preparedness.

ASJ in Inupiaq
Radio station KBRW in Barrow has translated ten of Alaska Sea Grant's Arctic Science Journeys radio
shows into the Inupiaq language, and broadcast them in the past four months. KBRW, which broadcasts
to the North Slope Borough, has regular bilingual programming. KBRW news reporter Doreen
Simmonds translates the ASJ stories for the Friday noon newscasts. The station has been airing ASJ
stories in English for about seven years. Doug Schneider writes, records, and distributes Arctic Science
Journeys.

Inupiaq is the first language spoken by many Inupiat people, the predominant group of Native people
who live in northern Alaska, south to Norton Sound. At KBRW all announcements (jobs, current
events, for sale items, etc.), talk shows, some community events, some local gospel music, and the local
news is in both English and Inupiaq. Today KBRW broadcast 25% of their material in Inupiaq, and they
plan to bring that up to 50% in the future.

Alaskan Cultured Shellfish Featured
Thanks to efforts by Alaska Sea Grant and the Marine Advisory Program, Alaskan cultured shellfish
was a delicious feature at the annual Military Appreciation Day event in North Pole last month. Among
the 300 guests were five U.S. military generals, Sen. Ted Stevens, Sen. Dan Inouye of Hawaii,
contractors from Boeing Corp. and other companies, and local politicians. Some attendees were in
Alaska to look at the missile defense site in Delta. Interior Alaska members of the Republican Party
organized the Military Appreciation Day event.

MAP aquaculture specialist Ray RaLonde helped arrange shipment of fresh oysters and clams for the
party from Alaska mariculture farms, through the Alaskan Shellfish Growers Association (ASGA).
Also assisting at the event were Sea Grant director Brian Allee; Sea Grant staff Doug Schneider, Kurt
Byers, and Adie Callahan; Ray RaLonde; and Qutekcak Shellfish Hatchery manager Jon Agosti, also
president of ASGA. Buzz Otis, owner of Great Northwest Inc. earthwork contractors, hosted the event
at his home. Alaska Salmon Bake catered the meal, while the Alaska Sea Grant team prepared the
oysters and clams.

Sea Grant also displayed several posters on how Sea Grant and MAP are helping the budding Alaska
mariculture industry grow.

Graduate Student Funding
Alaska Sea Grant is pleased to announce that the following students are receiving Sea Grant funding
during fall semester 2003. Nine are receiving support:

Katie Palof, Population Genetic Structure of Pacific Ocean Perch in Alaska, M.S., advisor
Tony Gharrett
Carrie Hoover, Conserving Salmon Biodiversity: Outbreeding Depression in Pink Salmon,



M.S., advisor Tony Gharrett
Naoki Tojo, Environmental Cues for Herring Spawning and Inseason Fishery Management,
M.S., Gordon Kruse
Brian Battaile, Generalized Models of Local Depletion for Walleye Pollock with Reference to
Steller Sea Lion Critical Habitat, Ph.D., advisor Terry Quinn
Judy Hamilton, Utilization of Alaska Kelp Beds by Commercially Important Fish, M.S.,
advisor Brenda Konar
Susan Inglis, Seasonal and Biochemical Nutritional Variance in Pollock as a Food for Marine
Mammals, Ph.D., advisor Mike Castellini
Corrine Hicken, A Model System to Examine Delayed Effects of Pollution Exposure, M.S.,
Michael Stekoll
Pei (Cathy) Xu, An Economic Analysis of Producing and Exporting Alaska Salmon Protein
Powder to China, M.S., advisor Mark Herrmann
Dion Oxman, Conserving Salmon Biodiversity: Outbreeding Depression in Pink Salmon,
Ph.D., advisor Tony Gharrett

Living Marine Habitats of Alaska
With beautiful color photographs and text, the new booklet Living Marine Habitats of Alaska explores
living seafloor habitats found off the coast of Alaska. The 20-page booklet was published by the Alaska
Marine Conservation Council and Alaska Sea Grant, to increase awareness of underwater habitats and
their vulnerability.

Marine animals are sensitive to the environment—salt concentration, amount of light, temperature,
current, prey availability, and the community of organisms around them. Alteration of any of these
features can result in reduced diversity and abundance, or the complete elimination of organisms that
are not resilient to natural or human changes.

From coastal waters to mysterious offshore environments, Living Marine Habitats of Alaska provides a
glimpse into the wide diversity of the North Pacific and Bering Sea habitats and ecosystems. Single
copies are free; multiple copies are $5 each.

Finding Nemo
Kids can learn facts about Finding Nemo creatures on the MIT Sea Grant Web site, http://web.mit.edu
/seagrant/k12/nemo/index.html. Finding Nemo, the Disney flick that made waves at the box office this
summer, is igniting children's curiosity about sea creatures in the coral reef. The movie's star is Nemo, a
little clownfish who journeys from a dentist's aquarium back to the sea. The MIT Sea Grant Web site
shows all the movie's characters and their real-life counterparts, with descriptions of their habits.
Clownfish, for example, are small and curious with bright orange or white bands. Thanks to a protective
coating they live safely among the stinging tentacles of anemones.
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Fish Smoking Business
Fisherman Kenny Wilson's fish smoking business in Dillingham, Alaska, is in its second successful
year. Wilson is selling his smoked sockeye salmon in vacuum sealed pouches in Alaska markets. Before
Wilson started his family business, he, like most other local Bristol Bay fishermen, fished for as many
salmon as possible for an ex-vessel price of 40 cents a pound. Now he fishes only until he has the
quantity of salmon he can handle in the smokery, and his family business gets 30 dollars per pound of
product.

Wilson started the business after he attended a Marine Advisory Program seafood technology workshop
led by Don Kramer, MAP specialist, and Doug Drum, owner of Indian Valley Meats. The class covered
seafood smoking, quality assurance, HACCP regulations, and other topics.

Wilson got some funding to help his business from the Community Development Quota (CDQ)
Program through the Bristol Bay Economic Development Corporation. The CDQ program mandates
that all Bering Sea coastal villages receive and manage a share of the quotas in the lucrative offshore
fishery. BBEDC also paid for Wilson's travel to Washington, D.C., recently, to seek markets and discuss
Western Alaska fishing issues.

PCBs in Lakes
SFOS faculty Bruce Finney is an author on a recent paper in Nature, Aquatic ecology: Delivery of
pollutants by spawning salmon (425:255-256, 2003, E.M. Krümmel et al.). The authors reveal that
salmon transport toxic industrial compounds to Alaskan lakes on their return from the ocean. Groups of
migrating sockeye salmon transport polychlorinated biphenyls, which they assimilate from the ocean
and then take to their natal spawning lakes. After spawning, the fish die, increasing the PCB content of
the sediment by more than sevenfold. Though the adult salmon have low concentrations and are
considered safe to eat, the large numbers of returning salmon can result in significant contaminant
transport. Some of the data used in the research was from sediment cores taken by Finney on the Sea
Grant–funded research project "Long-term variability in Alaskan sockeye salmon abundance."

New Sea Grant Publication
The Alaska Sea Grant College Program Strategic Plan, 2003–2008, 14 pp., summarizes the goals,
issues, and strategic plan addressed by Alaska Sea Grant. Copies are available at the Sea Grant office,
seagrant.bookstore@alaska.edu.

Vessel Maintenance Guide
Homer MAP agent Terry Johnson is primary author of the recently published second issue of the Vessel
Maintenance Guide, published in Pacific Fishing, a business journal of the West Coast fishing industry.
Johnson was primary author of the first issue of the guide, and has been asked by Pacific Fishing to
oversee Vessel Maintenance Guide as a regular series. The text derives from his successful Sea Grant
publication, the online Boatkeeper , originally published as individual articles in Pacific Fishing.

In a time of declining revenues in many of Alaska's fisheries, more efficient application of capital and
operating revenues, combined with better maintenance, are key components of improved profitability.
Boatkeeper and the Vessel Maintenance Guide are designed to help fishermen retain more of the money
from the fish they sell. The second issue of VMG is 33 pages, printed as a tear-out publication in the
September 2003 issue of Pacific Fishing.

Seasickness
Terry Johnson, MAP agent, presented a paper on seasickness prevention and treatment at the Second
International Fishing Industry Safety and Health conference, held in Sitka last month by the Alaska
Marine Safety Education Association. While preparing the paper, Johnson read more than 160 articles
in scientific journals, gray literature, and on Internet health and boating Web sites. He synthesized the
results to offer mariners a prescription for avoiding or reducing the effects of the dreaded malady. Many
conference attendees requested copies of the 10-page paper.



Johnson plans to publish the paper in a refereed health journal, and he will also revise the Alaska Sea
Grant publication on seasickness, Ocean Motion.

Fisheries Commission
Terry Johnson, MAP agent, recently participated in a meeting of the Pacific States Marine Fisheries
Commission, in Sun Valley, Idaho. Johnson is an advisor to the Alaska commissioners. The commission
is, among other things, managing contracts to study and prevent the spread of invasive species
including green crab, Atlantic salmon, and zebra mussels. At the September meeting commissioners
voted on resolutions to make changes in the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act and the Marine Mammal Protection Act, and to revise NOAA Fisheries involvement in finfish
aquaculture.

Census of Marine Life
CNN posted a story on sea life censusing in September, featuring SFOS faculty Brenda Konar and
Katrin Iken and their biological sampling in Kachemak Bay (http://www.cnn.com/2003/TECH/science
/09/11/oceans.census.ap/index.html). Konar and Iken have also completed biological surveys at Kodiak
Island, Prince William Sound, and in the Beaufort Sea above the Arctic Circle. They used scuba
equipment for the subtidal work and involved local communities in the intertidal work. The nearshore
census in the Gulf of Alaska was funded by the Gulf of Alaska Ecosystem Monitoring and Research
program.

Their work is part of the Census of Marine Life project. The Census of Marine Life is a growing global
network of researchers in more than 45 nations engaged in a 10-year initiative to assess and explain the
diversity, distribution, and abundance of marine life in the oceans—past, present, and future. The
initiative seeks a fundamental understanding of all life that relies on the largely unexplored seas
covering most of the earth, increasingly affected by pollution, overfishing, and climate change. The
project could cost as much as $1 billion, much of it funded by governments and other agencies.

Alaska Sea Grant will soon publish the proceedings of an arctic biodiversity workshop Konar and Iken
held in April 2003 in Fairbanks, supported by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation as part of the Census of
Marine Life project. The proceedings will include twelve or more contributions on the status of
knowledge of circumpolar arctic biodiversity. The purpose of the arctic biodiversity workshop was to
set goals for future censusing in the region.

Sea Grant/NMFS Graduate Fellowship
Sea Grant/NMFS graduate fellowships provide support for two or three years to students interested in
(1) population dynamics of living marine resources and development of quantitative methods, and (2)
economics of conservation and management of living marine resources.

In addition to the fellow's faculty adviser, each fellow will work closely with an expert (mentor) from a
NMFS science center or laboratory, who will provide data for the fellow's thesis, serve on the fellow's
committee, and host an annual summer internship at the NMFS facility. Fellows will also spend 10-20
days per year at sea learning about sampling techniques, commercial fishing, fisheries biology, and
issues of importance to fisheries management.

Fellows must be U.S. citizens and in a Ph.D. program. Applications are due December 1, 2003, at the
Alaska Sea Grant office. To find out more, faculty, NMFS potential mentors, and students please see the
announcement of funding opportunity, or contact Susan Sugai, 474-6840.
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Business Training for Fishermen
MAP seafood specialist Don Kramer has been helping train fishermen in Valdez through a new program
called the Seafood Processor Business Development project. In order to give fishermen a business
boost, locals have outfitted a Valdez building with seafood processing equipment, where fishermen can
take their catch to process, and further develop pilot value-added businesses for niche marketing. With a
grant through the Alaska Department of Community and Economic Development, the Valdez Fisheries
Development Association acquired a warehouse and set it up for fresh-pack, frozen packing, and
smoking seafood. Rich Nielsen, in cooperation with the UAA Small Business Development Center, has
organized the training sessions.

Two three-week training sessions have been offered this fall. Don Kramer and MAP seafood quality
specialist Chuck Crapo gave training in HACCP and smoking, and Kramer also taught sanitation. MAP
fisheries engineering specialist Ed Kolbe taught low-temperature storage, and the fishermen also were
trained in bookkeeping, marketing, and other aspects of running a business. Thus far thirty-one people
from Valdez, Cordova, and other Prince William Sound communities, as well as Seward, Anchorage,
and Paxson, have taken the course.

Because of popular demand, the training likely will be offered in Cordova, Kodiak, and King Salmon in
the coming months. While the focus is currently on salmon, because that is the most accessible fishery
in the Valdez area, the program can be applied to many seafood products. In addition to salmon,
students have shown interest in processing sea urchins, oysters, and cod.

Fisheries Symposium Held
The twenty-first Wakefield symposium "Assessment and Management of New and Developed Fisheries
in Data-Limited Situations" took place October 22–25 in Anchorage. Alaska Sea Grant meetings
coordinator Sherri Pristash reports that 108 participants from 12 countries attended, and 66 scientific
presentations were made. Sea Grant director Brian Allee gave a welcome, including background on Sea
Grant and history of Wakefield symposium series. Organizing committee chair Gordon Kruse also
presented a welcome. Marcelo Vasconcellos, Fishery Resources Division of the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization, gave the opening presentation, an overview of world status of data-limited
marine fisheries.

The meeting was held to highlight the sophisticated work that has been done to develop and model fish
stocks for which there is little data available. A multitude of data-limited fisheries species, especially in
the tropics, have largely been ignored. During the symposium scientists got advice on how to proceed
in data-limited situations—for example, what models can be used and what are the most valuable data
to get. In addition many useful papers were presented on how to manage fisheries in data-limited
situations. A peer-reviewed proceedings of the symposium will be published by Alaska Sea Grant in
early 2005.

Pacific Ocean Perch
Katie Palof, master's student in fisheries, is studying the genetics of Pacific ocean perch (Sebastes
alutus). The ultimate goal of the research is to improve management of this rockfish species, which is
the largest contributor to the Alaska rockfish harvest. Preliminary microsatellite DNA studies indicate
that a geographically based population structure exists for Pacific ocean perch (POP). It is possible that
POP is a fragile species subject to serious population crashes.

In the Gulf of Alaska POP currently are managed as a single, large homogeneous breeding population.
If, as suspected, separate breeding components exist, each should be managed based on its own rate of
population growth and fishing mortality. Elimination, by fishing, of the most easily captured
subpopulations would have serious detrimental effects on the entire stock.

Microsatellites, sometimes called DNA fingerprints, are small units of DNA repeated in tandem.
Microsatellite repeats consist of very short nucleotide sequences, from one to six base pairs long, which
appear to be nonfunctional. They are helpful to assess relatedness.



Palof is receiving a Sea Grant stipend for Tony Gharrett's project, Population Structure in Alaskan
Pacific Ocean Perch, Phase III, in partnership with NOAA Fisheries Auke Bay Laboratory.

Workshop on Cold Storage Facilities
MAP will sponsor a two-day workshop on seafood cold storage at the University of Alaska Anchorage,
November 13–14. Coastal communities across Alaska are looking for ways to help fishermen and
seafood businesses remain competitive in an increasingly difficult global marketplace. Some
communities are considering building publicly owned cold storage facilities as a way to keep their local
economy afloat.

Experts on a variety of cold storage issues, such as planning, engineering, logistics, and using cold
storage to improve seafood marketing, will offer advice. Russ Crabtree of the Port of Brookings Harbor,
Oregon, will offer a firsthand account of building a community cold storage facility. Mike Fisher of
Northern Economics will discuss business planning for cold storage operations, and colleague Patrick
Burden will explain how to conduct a cold storage feasibility study. Quentin Fong, MAP, will discuss
ways to use cold storage to take advantage of regional marketing opportunities. Resource economist
Merrick Burden will describe a new decision model, developed at Oregon State University, to anticipate
costs and revenues from coastal cold storage projects in the planning stage. For more information go to
http://www.uaf.edu/map/workshops/cold-storage/ or call MAP at 907-274-9691.

Industry Fellowship
The Sea Grant Industry Fellowship Program, available to graduate students enrolled in M.S. or Ph.D.
programs in the United States, expects to support five new Industry Fellows in FY 2004. Matching
funds are required from private industrial sponsors. Industry Fellows will work on research and
development projects on topics of interest to a particular industry or company. In a true partnership, the
student, the faculty advisor, the Sea Grant College Program, and the industry representative work
together, sharing research facilities and the cost of the activity. Applications are due December 1, 2003.
To get the request for proposals, see the National Sea Grant Web site at http://www.nsgo.seagrant.org
/research/rfp.

Marine Research RFP
The North Pacific Research Board announces a new marine research opportunity in the North Pacific
Ocean with emphasis on the Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands, and Gulf of Alaska. Approximately $3
million may be made available for projects starting in 2004. Projects can last up to two years. Deadline
for proposals is December 5, 2003. See full request for proposals at http://www.nprb.org.

NRC Research Associateships
The National Research Council of the National Academies announces the 2004 Postdoctoral and Senior
Research Associateship Programs to be conducted on behalf of over 120 research laboratories
throughout the United States, representing nearly all U.S. government agencies with research facilities.
The programs provide opportunities for scientists and engineers of unusual promise and ability to
perform research of their own choosing, compatible with the research interests of the sponsoring
laboratory.

Approximately 350 full-time associateships will be awarded in 2004 for research in chemistry, earth
and atmospheric sciences, engineering, applied sciences and computer science, life and medical
sciences, mathematics, space and planetary sciences, and physics. Applications are accepted on a
continuous basis throughout the year, on February 1, May 1, August 1, and November 1. For more
information see http://www4.nationalacademies.org/pga/rap.nsf.

University of Alaska Fairbanks Seeks Marine Advisory Agent
(posted 11/12/2003)
This position will be located in Unalaska, Alaska and provide marine extension services for
communities of the eastern and central Aleutian Islands. This term-funded, non-tenure track faculty
position was created to meet community needs generated by recent commercial fishery management
decisions and the uncertainty surround protection of endangered Steller sea lions. The position will be
part of the statewide system of Marine Advisory Program specialists and agents who provide
information and technical assistance to the public, fishing industry, and agencies on a suite of marine
resource issues. In particular, this position will focus on providing current information on Steller sea
lion biology and addressing the social and economic implications of their management and its impact
on communities. For detailed information on this position, requirements, and application procedures,
please see http://www.uaf.edu/uafhr/Employment/Job1103-442.html. Closing date is 1 December 2003.
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MAP Helps Salmon Fishermen with Federal Assistance Program
In August 2003 U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski announced that Alaska fishermen, who have seen a sharp
drop in income due to foreign competition from farmed salmon, can now apply for federal training and
income assistance under the U.S. Department of Agriculture Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)
program for farmers and fishermen. Alaska and Washington salmon fisheries were added to the national
TAA program which covers commodities and producers impacted by foreign competition. Applications
are due to the USDA Farm Service Agency by January 20, 2004.

The USDA has arranged a partnership between Sea Grant marine extension programs and the
Cooperative Extension Service (CES). Alaska MAP and Alaska CES will hold workshops in all
communities where applicant fishermen live, starting in January 2004. Workshop topics will include
information on the status of world salmon markets and supply, options for value-adding and marketing,
evaluating their fishing business viability, analyzing production costs, and TAA-sponsored training
opportunities with the Alaska Department of Labor.

MAP has hired Torie Baker to coordinate the numerous workshops for the TAA Technical Assistance
Program, Deborah Mercy is producing a video to help fishermen with the application process, and an
application publication will be distributed by Alaska CES. For more information see /map/taa
/index.html.

Sea Grant Advisory Committee Meets
Sea Grant director Brian Allee and staff welcomed the newly formed Alaska Sea Grant advisory
committee to its first meeting, in Anchorage, November 24–25. Attendance was excellent with 22 of the
25 members present. The committee represents a broad spectrum of interests in Alaska, including the
seafood, visitor, oil, and mining industries; marine conservation; K–12 education; resource
management; Alaska Native subsistence interests and corporations; university extension; marine
science; and state politics. A list of the committee members is at http://seagrant.uaf.edu/advisory.html.

Allee began by greeting the committee and outlining topics that Sea Grant might address in the future,
followed by a videotaped welcome from National Sea Grant director Ron Baird. Sea Grant associate
director Susan Sugai explained Sea Grant's research program and funding, MAP leader Paula
Cullenberg explained the extension program, and communications manager Kurt Byers covered
communication activities. National Sea Grant review panelist and advisory committee member Jeffrey
Stephan briefed attendees on the National Sea Grant program assessment process.

After the "Sea Grant 101" segment, the meeting was handed over to George Geistauts, professor of
business management at the University of Alaska Anchorage and professional facilitator. He led the
group through a thinking process on Alaska Sea Grant's strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities, and
marine-related problems that might be addressed by Sea Grant. The lively discussion generated a
wealth of ideas, which were recorded for the committee to consider as it crafts a new strategic plan.

At meeting's end, subcommittees on strategic planning and financing were formed. As the strategic plan
develops, it will be vetted by stakeholders throughout the state, the SFOS Advisory Council, and others
with an interest in what Alaska Sea Grant does. A new plan could be completed by July 2004.

UAF Seeks Marine Advisory Agent
This position will be located in Unalaska, Alaska, and will provide marine extension services for
communities of the eastern and central Aleutian Islands. The term-funded, non–tenure track faculty
position was created to meet community needs generated by recent commercial fishery management
decisions and the uncertainty surrounding the protection of endangered Steller sea lions. The position
will be part of the statewide system of Marine Advisory Program specialists and agents who provide
information and technical assistance to the public, fishing industry, and agencies on a suite of marine
resource issues. In particular, this position will focus on providing current information on Steller sea
lion biology and addressing the social and economic implications of their management and its impact
on communities. For detailed information on this position, requirements, and application procedures,
please see http://www.uaf.edu/uafhr/Employment/Job1103-442.html. Closing date is 15 December



2003.

New Book on Alaska Commercial Fishing
Ocean Treasure: Commercial Fishing in Alaska is a book about the Alaska fishing industry. Author
Terry Johnson provides an engaging and authoritative overview of the seafood industry, combined with
color photos and drawings of fish and invertebrates and the gear used to harvest them. Ocean Treasure
tells how to recognize fishing boats and gear and what the fish look like. Readers are treated to an
account of the fascinating history of Alaska fishing, insight into mariculture, how the fisheries are
managed, and the lifestyle involved in subsistence fishing.

Visitors to Alaska whose curiosity is piqued by the fishing vessels and dock activity they see, as well as
"armchair" Alaska tourists, will be rewarded by the information-packed pages presented in the easy-to-
read, friendly text of this book.

Author Terry Johnson is a marine advisory agent and journalist, and has sixteen years experience as
commercial fisherman. Published by Alaska Sea Grant, the 200-page book is available for $25.

Rescues at Sea Video
Rescues at Sea: A Guide to Helicopter Rescues and Dewatering Pumps is a 24-minute video on how to
prepare for helicopter arrival, medevac procedures, and dewatering pump delivery. The video is of
value to all boaters, commercial and noncommercial.

The video demonstrates U.S. Coast Guard helicopter response to a vessel in distress. The success of
helicopter rescue operations depends on the skills of the helicopter crew and the knowledge and skills
of those on the vessel needing help. Knowing what to expect and what to do during a helicopter rescue
can make the difference in saving your life or your vessel.

The video was produced by Ellen Frankenstein for the Alaska Marine Safety Education Association,
funded by the U.S. Coast Guard. Alaska Sea Grant sells the video for $20.00.

Finding a Seasonal Job
A new "Sea Gram" publication, Finding a Seasonal Job on Alaska's Waters, is available to help people
find seasonal marine jobs in the tourism industry in Alaska. Every year thousands of people find
rewarding seasonal jobs in Alaska's outdoor recreation and tourism industry, working on or around the
water as fishing guides, charter and tour boat crewmembers, and kayaking and rafting guides. This
publication can help people decide what kind of job they want to apply for, help assess qualifications,
and offer advice on finding the job that's the right fit. Single copies of the eight-page booklet, by Terry
Johnson, are free. Multiple copies are 30 cents each. The publication is also available electronically at
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/ASG-37.html.

Pacific Rim Trade Publication
Trade and Shipping in the Pacific Rim, a new 91-page booklet published by University of Delaware Sea
Grant, is a collection of four articles on trade and shipping among Korea, Japan, Taiwan, China, and the
United States. The articles examine trade policies, ports, shipping lines, and the future of Pacific Rim
trade. Gerard Mangone, professor of international and maritime law at UD, edited the publication. The
articles were written by graduate students in the Marine Policy Program at UD. To purchase a copy for
$13, contact MarineCom@udel.edu.

Electronic Newsletter
Would you like to change from a paper subscription of Fishlines to electronic only? Please contact Sue
Keller at fnsk@uaf.edu. Each month we will send you an email linked to the electronic copy on the Sea
Grant Web site.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter reporting Alaska Sea Grant activities to staff, students, and
principal investigators of Alaska Sea Grant and the Marine Advisory Program, and staff of the School
of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences. For more information contact Sue Keller, (907) 474-6703,
fnsk@uaf.edu.
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