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Managing Fisheries—Empowering
Communities
Fishery management regulations can have a ripple effect within Alaska coastal
communities. The conference "Managing Fisheries—Empowering Communities," to be held
April 21–23, 2005, in Anchorage, will help Alaskans understand the impacts fishery
management regulations can have on coastal communities. Participants will listen to
several case studies from around Alaska, the United States, and internationally, describing
different ways communities have worked with fishery managers to have a voice in
responding to changes in their coastal fisheries.
Discussion will focus on how fishery management can provide meaningful opportunities for
community development while also supporting coastal communities in Alaska in
determining their own futures.

The conference is directed toward Alaska coastal community residents, fishermen, fishery
managers, and other interested people. Sponsoring agencies are NOAA Fisheries, North
Pacific Fishery Management Council, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, University of
Alaska Marine Advisory Program, and Alaska Sea Grant. For more information see
http://www.uaf.edu/map/workshops/index.html.

Sea Grant Tsunami Video Used in
National Media
Two days after the Indonesian earthquake and tsunamis, CNN aired Alaska Sea Grant
video clips and photos, and a phone interview with 1964 Valdez tsunami eyewitness Fred
Cristoffersen, in a special two-hour Anderson Cooper current events program. Sea Grant's
material and the interview made up the closing segment to the program, bringing the story
of the Asian tragedy home to American shores. Sea Grant education services manager Kurt
Byers provided the video, photos, and contact information to a CNN reporter December 27.
In May 2004 Sea Grant released a 25-minute video, Ocean Fury: Tsunamis in Alaska, on
the 1964 earthquake and tsunamis that killed more than 100 Alaskans. It features recent
interviews with survivors in Valdez, Kodiak, and Seward.
Elena Suleimani, whose tsunami modeling is highlighted in the video, was also interviewed
by CNN for background information for the Anderson Cooper show. Suleimani, of the UAF
Geophysical Institute, has gained an international reputation in her field since she earned



her master's degree based on Alaska Sea Grant–funded research. Information about the
original research is at http://seagrant.uaf.edu/news/97news
/05-28-97_TsunamiTrigger.html.

AlaskaOne and the NOAA Alaska Weather Channel on Alaska Public TV are showing the
video statewide this week. In addition, National Sea Grant has included the Ocean Fury
video as a technical assistance option for NOAA as a government reconstruction package
for affected Asian nations. The video recently was selected for showing in the San
Francisco Oceans Film Festival, January 28–30.

The Ocean Fury video was produced in partnership with the UAF Geophysical Institute and
the Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management.

AMSEA Rallies Tsunami Aid
Jerry Dzugan, director of the Alaska Marine Safety Education Association and a UAF/SFOS
MAP affiliate faculty member, has organized a tsunami disaster relief fund drive. National
Fisheries Solidarity Movement (NAFSO), a nonprofit in Sri Lanka that works in developing
local fisheries, contacted AMSEA and requested help due to the tsunami damage to local
fisheries. AMSEA is taking donations for the relief effort and wiring money directly to
NAFSO. Dzugan said this aid is getting to fishermen's families sooner than large relief
organizations can help. The first funds were wired last week.
The money is going to Sri Lanka fishing villages affected by the tsunami, for school
materials, footwear for school children, infant needs such as feeding bottles, mosquito
nets, and medicines. These necessary items are otherwise not reaching victims at the
moment. The money also is helping to pay for clearing the drinking water wells, clearing
the toilet pits, and cleaning up house rubble. Perhaps most important, the funds help pay
for construction materials needed for building or repairing fishing vessels, so fishermen can
be self sustaining again.

Preferred method of donation is by check made out to AMSEA; note "Tsunami Relief" on
checks and mail to AMSEA, 2924 Halibut Point Rd., Sitka, AK 99835. To donate by credit
card, call 907-747-3287.

Chilkat Sockeye Salmon
SFOS student Brian Elliott, seeking his master's in fisheries, has identified sockeye salmon
habitats in the turbid Chilkat River just north of Haines. He helped conduct Nicola
Hillgruber's two-year study using radio telemetry to estimate the spawning distribution and
riverine habitat use of sockeye salmon in the Chilkat. Sockeye salmon are critically
important to the commercial fisheries in the upper Lynn Canal and the subsistence
fisheries along the Chilkat River drainage. The identification of riverine spawning habitats
for sockeye salmon is also important because of the increasing commercial jet boat activity
in the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve. Knowledge of salmon spawning habitat will help
estimate the effects of increasing boat activities.
Elliott and others attached more than 300 pulse-coded radio transmitters to sockeyes
during the spawning migration in 2003 and 2004. They tracked the radio-tagged sockeye
salmon using automated stationary tracking towers, and aerial and boat surveys. They
were able to estimate proportions of lake and river spawning salmon, and categorize the



habitats used during migration and spawning.

Before entering graduate school, Elliott worked with the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game for eight years in Haines. He said he chose the UAF program because it allows him
to stay close to home while studying under a high-quality faculty.

In his free time Elliott plays basketball, softball, and volleyball; runs; coaches little league;
plays mandolin; and hikes. He reports that a five-month stint in Nepal has been the
outstanding educational experience of his life. Originally from Wisconsin, Elliott plans to
finish his degree this year, and afterward he will continue working with fish in Southeast
Alaska.

Rockfish Symposium
"Biology, Assessment, and Management of North Pacific Rockfishes" is the topic for the
23rd Lowell Wakefield Fisheries Symposium, to be held in Anchorage, September 13–15,
2005, as part of the annual meeting of the American Fisheries Society.
Rockfish species are diverse and difficult to distinguish, and they have a large and
enthusiastic following in the commercial and recreational fishery. The rockfishes of the
northwestern and northeastern Pacific, in excess of 100 species, are experiencing declines
in abundance, especially in California, Oregon, and Washington. Some rockfish are more
vulnerable to exploitation based on long life, variable recruitment success, habitat fidelity,
and changing oceanographic conditions, among other things. In the long tradition of Alaska
Sea Grant's Wakefield symposia, the rockfish meeting will extend the knowledge base and
bridge the gap between contemporary rockfish science and management challenges since
the 1986 Wakefield rockfish symposium.

The symposium will convene scientists, fishery managers, and industry to discuss rockfish
biology, taxonomy, assessment techniques, and management strategies to promote
sustainability and conservation on both sides of the North Pacific. It is also a prime
opportunity to address future research needs. Abstracts for oral and poster presentations
are due by March 4, 2005. For more information see http://seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences
/symposia.html#rockfish.

Members of the rockfish symposium organizing committee are Jane DiCosimo, North
Pacific Fishery Management Council; Tony Gharrett, UAF SFOS, Juneau Center; Jon
Heifetz, NOAA Fisheries, Auke Bay Lab; Rod Moore, West Coast Seafood Processors
Association; Victoria O'Connell, Alaska Department of Fish and Game; Sherri Pristash,
Alaska Sea Grant, UAF; Mike Rust, NOAA Fisheries, Northwest Fisheries Science Center;
and Brian Allee, Alaska Sea Grant, UAF.
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Capacity Building
MAP leader Paula Cullenberg, along with Ray RaLonde and Dolly Garza, convened the
workshop "Capacity Building of Rural Alaskans in Fisheries/Environmental Monitoring and
Research" in Anchorage in December. The workshop was attended by 65 people from
agencies, tribal groups, and UAF. Discussions were on current efforts to train rural
residents to participate in research and monitoring programs, and the role of the university
to provide classes and credits that will encourage residents in career development. The
workshop agenda is at http://www.uaf.edu/map/workshops/capacity-building
/agenda.html.

Sea Grant 2006–2008 Preliminary
Proposals
Alaska Sea Grant invites preliminary research proposals for 2006–2008. Sea Grant
sponsors applied research and education projects, coupled with extension services, on
social, economic, engineering, and biology topics, that will help Alaskans better
understand, conserve, and wisely use the state's marine, estuarine, and coastal watershed
resources. Support for funded projects will start February 1, 2006. The deadline for
preliminary proposals is 5 pm Monday, 7 March 2005, in the Alaska Sea Grant office, 205
O'Neill Building, on the University of Alaska Fairbanks campus. For more information see
our Announcement of Funding Opportunity page.

New Bookstore Catalog
Alaska Sea Grant has published a new 48-page bookstore catalog for 2005, listing 135
books and videos for sale. New titles in the catalog include the soon-to-be-released
Common Edible Seaweeds in the Gulf of Alaska, by Dolly Garza, and Preventing and
Treating Seasickness, by Terry Johnson.

Marine Advisory
On February 2 MAP aquaculture specialist Ray RaLonde gave the presentation "The
Shellfish Public Service Effort of the Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program," as part of
the IMS seminar series at UAF in Fairbanks.
Marine conservation specialist Rick Steiner facilitated a January teleconference of non-



government organizations on the oil spill caused by the Selendang Ayugrounding off
Unalaska. Steiner emphasized that now is a good opportunity to put a safer system in
place along the cargo shipping route through the Aleutians. Participants discussed risk
assessment, transponders on all vessels, U.S. Coast Guard tracking, adequate ocean
rescue tugs, requiring emergency tow packages on all cargo vessels, and alternative
routing agreements.

Seafood quality specialist Chuck Crapo was an invited speaker at the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation Food Science Safety 2004 Annual Educational Conference on
the topic "Retort Pouch Processing and Defects" in Anchorage. Crapo also continued as a
member of the Alaska Board of Fisheries Salmon Industry Restructuring Panel, which met
in Anchorage in December.

Marine mammal specialist Kate Wynne taught marine mammal identification and reporting
to 18 NOAA groundfish observers, at UAA's Observer Training Center, in Anchorage in
December. Wynne also spent a day on the Long Island Steller sea lion haul-out
determining ratio of suckling pups and documenting the presence of branded sea lions.

Agent Sunny Rice was appointed to the board of the Petersburg Economic Development
Council. They are looking into a freight consolidation project and the feasibility of building
a community seafood cold storage facility.

Bethel agent Terry Reeve has been working with the Kotzebue School system on taste
tests of frozen salmon patties from Kotzebue chums. So far the salmon patties have been
given a positive review, and they will be taste-tested more broadly.

A Matter of Survival
Alaska Sea Grant is selling the video A Matter of Survival: Liferaft Survival Packs, produced
for the Alaska Marine Safety Education Association. A Matter of Survival shows the best
use of the items in a liferaft survival equipment pack. Through dramatizations and
interviews with survivors who used liferafts, survival equipment packs are explored in
context of the Seven Steps to Survival. The video is useful to anyone who owns or is
considering buying a liferaft. (26 min, $20.00 for DVD or VHS.)
In addition, four marine safety DVDs are now available in one box for a bargain price of
$60.00: A Matter of Survival (26 min.), When Seconds Count: The care and Use of
Immersion Suits (15 min.), Beating the Odds: Onboard Emergency Drills (32 min.), and
Rescues at Sea: A Guide to Helicopter Rescues and Dewatering Pumps (24 min.).

Charter Operators
Sea Grant's services to the sport fishing industry, and coping with seasickness, were two
topics addressed by Terry Johnson, Marine Advisory recreation and tourism specialist, at
the January convention of the National Association of Charterboat Operators (NACO) in
Seattle.
Johnson, based in Homer, was invited by the NACO director to speak on "What Can Sea
Grant Do for Me?" Johnson outlined nationwide Sea Grant charter industry projects,
including several for Alaska operators, and suggested other ways the industry can use Sea
Grant resources. After the presentation, Johnson was approached by several members of
the audience with ideas for new projects that could benefit the charter industry.



NACO met on the West Coast this year for the first time in its history, at the urging of
western board members. Three Alaska charter operators are on the association's 20-
member board.

Sea Grant recently mailed the winter 2005 issue of Johnson's Charter Log newsletter to
2,000 Alaska charter industry people.

Copper River Salmon Workshop
Alaska Sea Grant, Prince William Sound Science Center, Wrangell–St. Elias National Park,
and Ecotrust Copper River Program will sponsor two workshops to foster a broader
understanding of processes affecting wild salmon in the Copper River watershed. The
theme "Elevating Our Collective Knowledge to a Common Level" reflects the spirit of
bringing together watershed stewards, resource managers, scientists, residents, and
resource users to share knowledge and information. The first workshop is scheduled for
April 12–14 in Anchorage, and the second workshop will be held in late fall 2005.
The Copper River is world famous for high oil content wild king and red salmon, harvested
commercially for over 100 years. Subsistence fisheries have rich traditions throughout the
drainage dating back thousands of years. With new research coming to light, a
comprehensive synthesis of information is necessary to manage the salmon resources of
the Copper River.

Outreach
Sea Grant information officer Doug Schneider arranged a visit for 15 senior citizens to the
O'Neill Building January 28, through the Fairbanks Parks and Recreation Department.
Brenda Konar and Katrin Iken gave a scientific diving presentation, and Susan Inglis gave
a talk on antarctic research.

ASJ Radio
Doug Schneider has resumed the weekly programming schedule for Arctic Science
Journeys Radio, after a hiatus to work on other Sea Grant projects. Recent stories about
predictions for a cooling Arctic, and harbor seal research, were produced and distributed to
Alaska Public Radio stations statewide. Stories on arctic ozone, the mysterious causes of
the 1946 Aleutian tsunami, and killer whale research are planned for the coming weeks.
Arctic Science Journeys Radio has a new Web address, http://www.asjradio.org.
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Natives in Fisheries Management
Symposium
The symposium "Native Roles in Fisheries Management: Past and Present" will be held as
part of the September 2005 AFS annual meeting in Anchorage. MAP agent Dolly Garza and
Russ Jones, Council of the Haida Nation of Skidegate, Canada, are coordinating the event.
The symposium will highlight Native/First Nations involvement in fisheries management in
the United States and Canada. Fisheries management has expanded to include Tribal and
First Nation participation in monitoring, research, and hatchery management. Many Tribes
and First Nations are entering into fishery management or co-management agreements.

Participants will provide an overview of their programs, what makes their program
successful, and which factors continue to inhibit participation.

Contributors will include Mel Moon, of the Columbia River area, to speak on tribal salmon
programs and jurisdiction, and Andrew Muir, Chippewa/Nawash First Nation, to discuss
tools for First Nations and fisheries management, among others. For more information see
http://www.wdafs.org/Anchorage2005/symposia.htm.

Aleutian Life Forum
Reid Brewer, Unalaska MAP agent, is organizing a conference in Unalaska to celebrate
marine life in the Aleutians, called the "Aleutian Life Forum." The conference will be held
August 17–20, 2005, at the Grand Aleutian Hotel. The focus will be effects of oil from the
Selendang Ayu spill on wildlife, fisheries, and communities, and the conference will feature
a community festival. Supporting groups include MAP, Unalaska visitors bureau,
Department of Parks and Recreation Center, Unalaska city government, Native tribes, U.S.
Coast Guard, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, and others. For more
information please contact Reid Brewer at brewer@ims.uaf.edu.

Arctic Science Journeys
Arctic Science Journeys (ASJ) Radio air time has changed to 7:35 a.m. Fridays on KUAC to
take advantage of the drive-time audience. Doug Schneider produced several ASJ stories
recently.

Scientists Predict Arctic Ozone Loss: UAF researcher Cathy Cahill and NASA Goddard



Space Flight Center.

Killer Appetites: New research at the University of California on the cause of Steller
sea lion and sea otter declines.

Mystery Tsunami: Research sponsored by WCNURC on a 1946 earthquake and
tsunami.

Harbor Seal Decline: Alaska SeaLife Center research.

Arctic Cooling: Predictions for a cooling Arctic by Mark Johnson (IMS) and John
Walsh (UAF IARC).

Ocean Fury Wins Award
Alaska Sea Grant's Ocean Fury video won a Gold Award for scriptwriting in the 2005
competition sponsored by the Association for Communication Excellence (ACE), an
international professional association. Kurt Byers, ASG, and Maureen Aull, of Moving
Images, wrote the script.
The judge commented, "If there had been a Platinum Award, this entry would have gotten
it…. This was a masterfully produced piece from all aspects…. The outstanding writing
coupled with beautiful videography, exceptional archive footage, and expert editing made
this program one that I hope will be seen by many, many more people" (Gena Parsons,
Blinn College, Bryan, Texas).

Ocean Fury will be the featured film at the first Alaska Oceans Film Festival in Anchorage
on March 10, sponsored by the Alaska Oceans Program. Videos from that festival will be
featured at the Kodiak 2005 spring Whalefest. Ocean Fury also will be a weekly feature all
summer at the Anchorage Museum of History and Art, and at the Valdez Museum.

New Publications
Dillingham MAP agent Liz Brown has added two new flyers to her set of publications,
Common Mistakes in HACCP—Government regulations, and Sanitation Standard Operating
Procedure. These one-pagers alert processors and their employees to areas in the HACCP
regulations that are easy to overlook yet are easily remedied. Processors can download
copies from the Web at http://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/ASG-38to41.html, or
order a quantity of printed copies from Sea Grant, 888-789-0900.

Alaska Science Bowl
The Juneau-Douglas High School team Steller won its third straight Alaska Regional Ocean
Sciences Bowl, barely beating Soldotna's Skyview High School, during the annual February
competition in Seward. The ocean knowledge event included a report and oral
presentation, and a Jeopardy-style quiz. Each member of the Steller team received a
tuition waiver to UAF.
Skyview's winning project earned each student a tuition waiver at the University of Alaska
Southeast. Their coach, Mark Larson, received a $1,000 classroom award from Alaska Sea
Grant.

Juneau's team Steller will compete against 24 regional champions from across the United
States in the National Ocean Sciences Bowl (NOSB), April 23–25, 2005, in Biloxi,



Mississippi.

In conjunction with NOSB, students entered a juried art show. Angie Hall, a senior at
Skyview, won best of show for her fiber art jellyfish.

Several SFOS faculty and staff judged and helped out at the competition in Seward,
including Phyllis Shoemaker (coordinator), Adie Callahan, Dean Stockwell, Susan Sugai,
Steven Okkonen, Bodil Bluhm, Nicola Hillgruber, Reid Brewer, Linda Lasota, Tricia
Kaminsky, Shannon Atkinson, Deborah Mercy, Stephanie Mooreland, Brendan Kelly, and
others.

MAP Highlights
MAP leader Paula Cullenberg will be the secretary/treasurer for the Assembly of Sea Grant
Extension leaders for the nationwide Sea Grant network for 2005–2008.
Kodiak MAP agent Kate Wynne participated as a member in the NOAA Fisheries' Marine
Fisheries Advisory Committee meeting in Honolulu recently.

Deborah Mercy edited video footage of the Selendang Ayu oil spill and sent a copy to the
Canadian Broadcasting Company at their request for a news story on the Unalaska spill.

Sunny Rice hosted a lecture in Petersburg by Tom Ainsworth from the National Weather
Service for 15 commercial and recreational boaters on "Interpreting Marine Weather
Forecasts."

Trade Adjustment Assistance
MAP faculty Torie Baker is coordinating the 2005 Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)
technical assistance program, and Dolly Garza, Terry Johnson, Terry Reeve, Sunny Rice,
Liz Brown, Reid Brewer, and Bill Hall will teach workshops to fishermen through March.
Deborah Mercy edited and completed the Yup'ik version of a TAA informational video for
2005.
The number of new salmon fishermen to whom MAP will provide technical assistance this
year is about 360, less than 10% of the 2004 total. Most fishermen in Alaska, despite
economic and training needs, do not qualify for the program with its stringent
requirements. For more TAA information see www.taaworkshops.org.

ASG Student Assistants
Sea Grant program coordinator Adie Callahan recently hired student assistant Miranda
Roussel to help with publications distribution. Sea Grant student assistants Koji Yanaka
and Judy Segall are also working for Sea Grant on publications distribution and other
projects. Roussel is a senior seeking a bachelor of fine arts degree. Yanaka is working
toward his master's in business management, and Segall is a senior majoring in biology.
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Genome Research
Alaska Sea Grant–funded graduate student Andrew Krohn is doing genome research to find
out more about saxitoxin, a paralytic shellfish poison. Understanding the genome of the
saxitoxin-producing cyanobacterium Anabaena circinalis could lead to a technology that
would sense the presence of toxin-producing organisms, including Alaska dinoflagellates.
Developing a portable technology to detect saxitoxin poisons would provide an on-the-spot
test for health hazards of algal blooms in Alaska and worldwide.
So far, Krohn has concluded that the genome is much smaller than expected, and he has
discovered a notable, large extrachromosomal element that may shift in and out of the
chromosome depending on the growth phase of the cyanobacterial culture. The purpose of
extrachromosomal elements is unknown.

End-sequences of cloned fragments have turned up a surprising amount of "junk" DNA, as
well as repeat sequences. Junk DNA is DNA that seems to not code for anything. "Bacterial
genomes tend to be composed of coding region after coding region," says Krohn, "so the
mere existence of non-coding DNA sequences among our data is exciting." Also, when
compared to the genome of a similar Anabaena organism, the Anabaena circinalis genome
seems to have significant chromosomal rearrangement.

Krohn was awarded travel grants from UAF, the International Society for the Study of
Harmful Algae, and the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research, to
attend the XIth International Conference on Harmful Algae, in Cape Town, South Africa, in
November 2004. He presented the still unpublished paper, "Genome Characterization of a
Saxitoxin-Producing Cyanobacterium" by A.L. Krohn, J.A. Bickmeier, and F.G. Plumley.

Krohn, who earned his undergraduate degree at UAF, is seeking a master's in biochemistry
and molecular biology under Gerry Plumley. He hopes to get his degree in 2005, and
possibly work as an educator in his hometown of Homer, Alaska.

Empowering Communities
Conference Highlighted by Fish
Radio
Alaska Sea Grant is sponsoring Laine Welch's Alaska Fish Radio show and newspaper
column from April to July 2005. Fish Radio is broadcast on public radio stations across



Alaska, and the column appears in the Anchorage Daily News and other newspapers every
two weeks. The story is also posted at http://www.kinyradio.com/fishfactor.html. Welch is
a Kodiak-based fisheries journalist.
In her April 1 column Welch highlighted the upcoming April 21–23 conference on
community-based fisheries management, "Managing Fisheries—Empowering
Communities," designed to find ways to give communities more of a voice in shaping
fisheries management. Welch quoted Paula Cullenberg, Coastal Community Development
Specialist and MAP program leader, who is on the organizing committee. "Fisheries
management often takes into account the individual, and how a regulation will impact that
person's economic situation. But managers don't necessarily have the tools or the
inclination to look at the bigger picture."

A primary goal of the conference is to acquaint participants with the systems that govern
fisheries management at the state and federal level. "The guys in the smaller communities
have to understand how to use the system, and the guys who run the system have to
understand the smaller communities," says Phil Smith, director of Restricted Access
Management, NOAA Fisheries, in Juneau. Travel scholarships to the conference are
available to coastal Alaskans. For more information on the meeting, see
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/fish-com/announce.html.

New Publications
Common Edible Seaweeds in the Gulf of Alaska, by Dolly Garza, is a new Alaska Sea Grant
book that will be particularly useful for local residents in Southeast Alaska, youth groups,
and Alaska visitors. Garza tells how to locate, identify, and preserve six species of
seaweeds and one land plant as tasty snacks and for the dinner table. Garza was raised in
Southeast Alaska where her family harvested seaweeds as a diet staple, a practice many
Southeast Natives continue today. The softcover book, which includes recipes, is 57 pages
long and sells for $10.00. Garza, a MAP agent in Ketchikan, can be reached at
ffdag@uaf.edu.
Terry Johnson is the author of the new brochure Preventing and Treating Seasickness.
Johnson presents all the information needed for choosing seasickness remedies, including
prescription drugs, over-the-counter drugs, and alternative cures such as acupressure. The
brochure is ideal for sea-fishing charter operators to give to clients, as well as research
vessel passengers. Single copies are free, and available from Sea Grant. Johnson, a MAP
agent in Homer, can be contacted at rftlj@uaf.edu.

Publication Awards
The Association for Communication Excellence (ACE) granted a Gold Award for Alaska Sea
Grant's book The Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, by Terry Johnson, for production, as
well as a Gold Award for graphic design. Kurt Byers designed and edited the book, Kathy
Kurtenbach formatted it, Tatiana Piatanova prepared the photographs, Sue Keller edited,
and Doug Schneider produced audio CDs.
ACE also awarded a Silver for video/teacher guide production for Life on the Beach. Byers
was co-executive producer, co-writer, and videographer of the video; and Schneider edited
and did audio. Keller and Kurtenbach helped produce the accompanying teacher guide. In
addition, ASG publications have won seven awards from the National Association of



Government Communicators for 2004 books and videos.

Salmon Enhancement
MAP aquaculture specialist Ray RaLonde and SFOS faculty Bill Smoker led a workshop on
salmon enhancement research in February in Anchorage, which attracted 30 participants.
Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program sponsored the workshop.
Participants drafted a research plan for salmon enhancement for private nonprofit
hatcheries, and created a committee to coordinate research statewide. After being revised
by hatchery administrators and managers, the plan will be given to funding agencies.

Participants were from Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation, Cook Inlet
Aquaculture Corporation, Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, UAF/SFOS
Fisheries Division, ADEC Community and Economic Development, Alaska Sea Grant/MAP,
McDowell Corporation, ADFG Commercial Fisheries Management and Development, Alaska
SeaLife Center, Douglas Island Pink and Chum Salmon Corporation, and others.

MAP Highlights
At the Vancouver Pacific Fisheries Technologists meeting, Dillingham MAP agent Liz Brown
was elected to serve as secretary for the 2006 PFT meeting.
MAP leader Paula Cullenberg secured NOAA National Ocean Service funds to develop an
initiative to increase Alaska Native students in NOAA-related sciences. Ketchikan MAP
agent Dolly Garza and UAF College of Rural Alaska staff will be involved.

MAP conservation specialist Rick Steiner helped organize the public forum "The Selendang
Ayu and the Future of Shipping Safety." The forum was held in Anchorage, in late March,
to look at ways to anticipate and prevent oil spills in the Great Circle Route.

Sea Grant Preproposals
Alaska Sea Grant held a meeting to review 51 preliminary proposals in Anchorage March
25. Eleven Sea Grant Advisory Committee volunteers reviewed preproposals in their area
of expertise.

Media
Doug Schneider wrote a UAF Web feature on Ray RaLonde's aquaculture work in Alaska,
"Marine advisory agent crashes shellfish hurdles." He spotlights RaLonde's tireless work
helping coastal communities diversify their economies through shellfish aquaculture. Read
the story at http://www.uaf.edu/news/featured/05/aquaculture/index.html.
Schneider also wrote ASJ radio stories on Alaska's oil field ravens, based on UAF research;
Canada's shrinking ice caps, on NASA research; and oil development and gray whales on
Sakhalin Island, with information from Rick Steiner. See the ASJ home page for recent
stories and archives.
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Octopus Ink Article Series
Unalaska MAP agent Reid Brewer initiated a biweekly newspaper article series called
"Octopus Ink," featuring research in the Aleutians. The first appeared in The Dutch Harbor
Fisherman on April 14. The article is on the medical research of Vladimir Malinovskii, who
collected the hepatopancreas from 100 Alaska red king crabs harvested in the Unalaska
fishery. Malinovskii, from the University of Miami School of Medicine, is seeking a source of
collagenase to treat severe skin damage in burn victims. The crab hepatopancreas may
prove to be a cheaper source than isolating collagenase from microorganisms, as is
currently done.

Stunning Wall Calendar
Alaska Sea Grant has published a new 2006 Alaska Coastal Calendar. Spectacular
photographs include whales breaching in Prince William Sound, commercial fishing boats in
the Sitka Channel in Southeast Alaska, Margerie Glacier calving in Glacier Bay, and a view
from Fossil Beach on Kodiak Island. The wall calendar also has natural history information
about Alaska's coasts and important dates in the state's maritime history. At $12 each, it
makes a great gift or a memento. See http://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/calendar2006
/samples.html for a peek at inside pages. A Made in Alaska product.

Bristol Bay Subsistence Poster
Dillingham MAP agent Liz Brown has coordinated the design of a poster showing the annual
harvest cycle of subsistence plants and animals in the Bristol Bay region. The project
culminated in the May 3 judging of eight poster designs created by students enrolled in
UAF's Art 472, taught by Miho Aoki. Each art student gave a presentation about his or her
poster to the judges—Deborah Mercy, Dixon Jones, Kurt Byers, Liz Brown, and Wanda
Chin, all of UAF, and John Chythlook, Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Poster
creations by students Brett Boyette, Ryan Brown, Dan Bruington, Ryan Long, Frankie
Mercado, John Neubauer, Elizabeth Perry, Rita Reid, and Lisa Ward are viewable at
http://www.art.uaf.edu/471/sp05/calendar/.

The project originated when two student interns were hired through the U.S. Fish and



Wildlife Service Office of Subsistence Management, Partners for Fisheries Monitoring. In
summer 2004 the interns worked for the Bristol Bay Native Association, while enrolled in
UAF's Fish 395. They compiled a list of the plants and animals used for subsistence foods
in the Bristol Bay area, when they are available, and the Latin names and the Yup'ik
names. Alaska Sea Grant will print and distribute the poster, after the design is selected
from the creative and colorful works.

New Marketing/Sales
Coordinator
Kathy Kurtenbach has accepted the Alaska Sea Grant position as marketing/sales
coordinator. She will spend her time promoting Sea Grant publications and videos to
educate the public on marine resources. Kurtenbach has served as publishing coordinator
for Sea Grant since 2001. The marketing position is the first of its kind in the National Sea
Grant network.

Although she officially started the new job May 2, Kurtenbach has already increased Sea
Grant visibility via several marketing projects. She coordinated a vendor fair booth at the
April Outdoor Show in Fairbanks, attended by 8,000 people, where $2,000 worth of Sea
Grant products were sold. At the IDEA (Interior Distance Education of Alaska)
homeschoolers' fair in Fairbanks, families purchased the Sea Week curriculum, youth
safety curricula, fish identification books, and Common Edible Seaweeds in the Gulf of
Alaska, by Dolly Garza.

In other promotional efforts, UA Press will show three Sea Grant books in their fall catalog,
and several Sea Grant publications will be promoted on 40 Holland America tour buses this
summer.

Managing Fisheries Conference
The "Managing Fisheries-Empowering Communities" conference was held April 21–23 in
Anchorage. About 145 people participated, representing small Alaska communities, charter
businesses, agencies, fishermen, and others.

Among the many well-received talks were the keynote, by Ross Shotton of FAO, on how
communities can empower themselves in local fisheries management; Shotton's
presentation on international perspectives on community-based fishery management; and
Hubert Saulnier's talk on community-based management in the fixed gear groundfishery
off Nova Scotia.

MAP leader Paula Cullenberg played a key role in developing the program and making the
meeting a success. Sherri Pristash, Alaska Sea Grant meetings coordinator, received many
thanks from participants for helping to organize the meeting.

PowerPoint presentations from the conference are posted on the Web, accessible from
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/fish-com/agenda.html. A proceedings book will be
published in September 2005.



Copper River Workshop
The meeting "Copper River Salmon Workshop No. 1" took place April 12–14 in Anchorage.
Ninety people participated, with communities on the Copper River well represented. The
meeting was held to foster a broader understanding of the natural and human-influenced
processes affecting wild salmon stocks in the Copper River watershed. Attendees
—watershed stewards, resource managers, scientists, residents, and resource users—felt
the meeting was a success and they look forward to the second Copper River salmon
meeting in November 2005. A summary document will be made available on the Web this
month.

Book Award
Kurt Byers, Terry Johnson, Sue Keller, Kathy Kurtenbach, Tatiana Piatanova, and Doug
Schneider have been awarded the Outstanding Professional Skill Award for Publishing, by
the Association for Communication Excellence (ACE). The gold award winners from each
class in the publishing category were measured against each other, and Alaska Sea Grant's
book, The Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands: Region of Wonders, was judged the "best of
the best." The book won two gold awards from ACE—for graphic design and overall
production. The awards will be presented at the annual ACE meeting next month in San
Antonio.

Marine Advisory News
MAP agent Torie Baker coordinated a net mending/net hanging class with gear supplier LFS
in Cordova. Baker used the Sea Grant/MAP publication Gillnet Hanging, by Paula
Cullenberg, for the class.

MAP agent Terry Johnson was promoted to UAF professor of fisheries.

Rick Steiner organized and made three presentations at a three-day workshop in
Mauritania titled "Offshore Oil and the West Africa Ecoregion," sponsored by Fondation
Internationale du Banc d'Arguin, IUCN, and World Wildlife Fund.

Quentin Fong, MAP seafood marketing specialist, helped the U.S. Coast Guard, Kodiak Air
Station, host a fisheries law enforcement delegation from the People's Republic of China.
The delegates are interested in studying how the United States conducts fisheries
management and enforcement. NOAA funded the group's visit.

Kodiak specialist Kate Wynne is chair of an SFOS committee to plan for "Faculty of the
Future." Dean Wiesenburg established the school-wide committee to develop a plan for
hiring new SFOS faculty, to assure the school will hire new faculty in disciplines to allow
effective delivery of academic programs to the next generation of students. The committee
will meet over the next few months and make a recommendation August 22–23 in
Fairbanks.

Hollings Scholarship
NOAA announces the Ernest F. Hollings scholarship to provide undergraduates with



opportunities in oceanic and atmospheric studies. Applications for the scholarship are due
May 23, 2005. Eligible undergraduate students must be a U.S. citizen, enroll as a junior-
level, full-time student in fall 2005; have a 3.0 grade average; have taken courses in the
major field of study; and declared a major in oceanic and atmospheric science, research,
technology, or education. For more information see http://www.orau.gov
/noaa/HollingsScholarship/.
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Alaska Seas & Coasts
The first issue of Alaska Seas & Coasts has just hit the streets, published by the Sea
Grant/Marine Advisory Program. Editor/designer Deborah Mercy transformed the former
MAP Alaska Marine Resources periodical into the new, appealing and colorful Alaska Seas &
Coasts. The May 2005 debut issue, authored by Kate Wynne, sheds light on the somewhat
confusing and controversial issue of Steller sea lion population fluctuations in Alaska. Color
maps and photos help tell the story—population status, history, fishermen's perspective,
killer whale predation, and how to report sightings of sea lions with tattoo markings. While
Wynne wrote the publication for a broad range of users—including the public, students,
and fishermen—researchers and managers will also appreciate this 12-page synopsis of
the Alaska Steller sea lion status.

Alaska Seas & Coasts borrows its title from a discontinued Sea Grant newsletter published
in the 1980s. The next issue, on responsible wildlife viewing, will be authored by Terry
Johnson. To subscribe to Alaska Seas & Coasts, contact seagrant.bookstore@alaska.edu or
call (907) 474-6707.

New Staff at Sea Grant
Jen Gunderson began work June 6 as the new full-time publications coordinator for Alaska
Sea Grant. She will use her publication design skills to format books, brochures, and other
education/information publications. Gunderson earned her bachelor's degree in graphic
design from the University of Northern Iowa. She has worked as graphic designer at
Finney Company book publisher in Minneapolis, and as graphic designer at Impact
Marketing Technologies in Cedar Falls, Iowa. Most recently she worked at Alaska
Cooperative Extension in Fairbanks. In her leisure time she likes to bicycle, skijor, read,
knit, and spend time with family and friends.

Sea Grant's new administrative assistant, Melissa Tyson, will begin work June 13. Tyson
will assist director Brian Allee, and will serve as the key contact for publications
distribution. Previously she has worked as a receptionist at Tanana Valley Campus, and
has distributed publications at the UAF bookstore. She graduated from high school through
the Interior Distance Education of Alaska homeschool network. She brings with her
excellent customer service skills, database experience, and a lot of energy.



Arrowtooth Powder Research
Amogh Ambardekar, from Bombay, India, is working on his master's in seafood processing
technology at FITC in Kodiak. He is funded on Subramanium Sathivel's Sea Grant project
"Developing protein powder and edible coating for salmon from underutilized arrowtooth
flounder." Ambardekar and Sathivel will apply the edible coatings to salmon fillets and
observe chemical changes during chilled and frozen storage. The best-hoped-for outcome
of this study would be an expanded market for the flounder, and a value-added salmon
product. Opportunities like this, in seafood processing and food engineering, are exactly
what attracted Ambardekar to UAF. So far he has worked on purification and
microencapsulation of fish oils to protect omega-3 fatty acids from lipid auto-oxidation.

Ambardekar has completed his first semester at UAF and plans to finish his degree in
2006. He already has one master's degree, in fisheries with a focus on aquaculture
nutrition, from Louisiana State University. His research there was on measuring digestion
and absorption of nutrients in channel catfish and formulating diets for aquacultured
species.

In his spare time Ambardekar likes to hike and, he attests, Kodiak is the best place for it.

Government Communicators
In May Kurt Byers attended the annual conference of the National Association of
Government Communicators (NAGC) in Austin, Texas, where he took in professional
development sessions on media relations, marketing, and Web development. One of the
highlights of the meeting was a keynote luncheon address by nationally syndicated
columnist Molly Ivins, who regaled the government communicators with irreverent stories
of reporting on Texas and national politics.

Byers picked up the seven awards that Sea Grant staff recently won from NAGC, including
five first-place honors for excellence in publication and video production. More than 600
entries were judged.

First place, hardcover book: Advances in Seafood Byproducts by Peter Bechtel—Sue Keller,
editor; Kathy Kurtenbach, layout; Tatiana Piatanova, cover.

First place, calendars: Visions of Undersea Alaska 2005 engagement calendar—Kurt Byers,
editor/writer; Tatiana Piatanova, graphic artist.

First place, educational video: Life on the Beach—Kurt Byers and Marilyn Sigman,
executive producers; Nancy Sefton, videography and editing; Doug Schneider, video/audio
editing.

First place, animation, and third place, documentary: Ocean Fury: Tsunamis in Alaska—
Kurt Byers, executive producer; Elena Suleimani and Roger Hansen, coproducers; Miho
Aoki, Roger Edberg, and Sergei Maurits, animators.

First place, softcover book, outside-produced: Field Guide to Bird Nests and Eggs of
Alaska's Coastal Tundra by Tim Bowman—Sue Keller, editor; Chris Hitchcock, designer.

Second place, softcover book, in-house produced: The Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands by
Terry Johnson—Kurt Byers, editor/designer; Doug Schneider, audio production; Sue Keller,



copyeditor; Kathy Kurtenbach and Tatiana Piatanova, prepress.

Ginny Narsete, of Environmental Protection Agency public affairs, invited Byers to present
at the 2006 NAGC meeting on how to produce the big winners. Narsete was a judge in the
competition.

Seabird Bycatch Deterrents
Thanks to coordination work by MAP agent Sunny Rice, small-boat longline fishermen now
have several free options for keeping seabirds off their baited hooks. Through a
cooperative effort of Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC), and Alaska longline
fishermen, several types of streamer lines are now available.

In 2004, NOAA Fisheries started requiring longline boats to use seabird avoidance to
protect endangered short-tailed albatross and other seabirds from being caught on sinking
hooks. Streamer lines, towed by fishing vessels, have brightly colored streamers that
wiggle in response to wind and vessel movement. The movement scares seabirds away.
Research at Washington Sea Grant has shown that streamer lines can significantly reduce
seabird bycatch by longliners.

In 2003–2004, Rice and MAP agent Torie Baker worked with small-boat fishermen who had
trouble using a heavier line designed for large longline vessels. The fishermen, who were
reimbursed for their costs, experimented with a lighter material and found that it was
more effective on their smaller boats with lower masts. This prompted Rice to produce and
distribute lighter weight lines. With a grant from USFWS, MAP subcontracted with Mark
Lundsten to design the 3/16-inch poly line streamer. Rice produced an instruction sheet
[PDF; 132 KB] with tips from Alaska fishermen on using the lines and, with help from Sea
Grant designer Dave Partee, a promotional flyer, "Free Streamer Lines for Longline
Vessels" [PDF; 397 KB]. PSMFC coordinated production and distribution of the lines.

Fishermen can pick up streamers in Unalaska, Kodiak, Seward, Homer, Cordova, Yakutat,
Juneau, Sitka, Petersburg, Ketchikan, Craig, and Seattle. MAP agents Dolly Garza in
Ketchikan, Torie Baker in Cordova, Reid Brewer in Unalaska, and Rice in Petersburg are
distributors, and can provide extra help to fishermen picking up streamers in their towns.
See http://www.psmfc.org/streamers for information, or http://www.uaf.edu
/map/fisheries/streamer-lines.html for a list of addresses where streamer lines are
available.

Kid Water Safety
At the annual Alaska Department of Fish and Game "Fish for Kids Day," in May in
Fairbanks, Kathy Kurtenbach and Sherri Pristash staffed a booth featuring personal
flotation devices from the Alaska Marine Safety Education Association. They showed
parents and kids how to wear PFDs. Families stood in line to play the popular ecosystem
identification game, and were introduced to Sea Grant books and DVDs on display.

Survival Equipment



The second edition of the workbook Marine Survival Equipment and Maintenance, by H.
Pennington, was printed last month, with text updated by Jerry Dzugan. It is part of a set
of six marine safety/survival workbooks and videos, developed by Alaska Sea Grant/MAP.
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Oil Tax Legislation
Thanks to efforts by Rick Steiner and the Shipping Safety Partnership, working with
Senator Ted Steven's staff, the senator introduced legislation to renew the 5-cent-per-
barrel tax on imported oil and raise the cap on the fund to $3 billion. The legislation
passed, now allowing money to be set aside in a federal oil spill liability trust fund to pay
for a wide range of oil spill–related expenses. The original oil spill liability trust fund
collection ended in 1996. Steiner and the SSP are working to make some of the funds
available to increase oil spill response and prevention capabilities in Alaska's Aleutian
Islands.

September Sea Grant Events
Alaska Sea Grant and the National Sea Grant Office will have a significant presence at the
September meeting of the American Fisheries Society in Anchorage. Sherri Pristash of
Alaska Sea Grant is coordinating the 23rd Wakefield Fisheries Symposium on North Pacific
rockfishes September 13–15, and Emory Anderson, NMFS liaison to the National Sea Grant
College Program, is an organizer for the symposium "Partnerships for a Common Purpose:
Cooperative Fisheries Research and Management," September 13–14. Milton Love of the
University of California Santa Barbara will give the keynote address at the rockfish
symposium, and National Sea Grant director Ron Baird will address the partnerships
symposium. Alaska and National Sea Grant will each have a booth at the AFS trade show,
September 12–14, staffed by Kathy Kurtenbach and Jim Murray respectively.

Megan Agy, Alaska Sea Grant's program monitor from the National Sea Grant Office, will
be in Anchorage for the AFS meeting, and she will participate in the Alaska Sea Grant
proposal review panel September 9. She will also make presentations to students in
Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau on National Sea Grant fellowships. Alaska Sea Grant
Advisory Committee members based in the Anchorage area, and Ron Baird and other
National Sea Grant visitors, are invited to the Marine Advisory Program open house
September 12 and a dinner that evening with Sea Grant director Brian Allee and staff.

U.N. and Pakistan Thank



Steiner
Rick Steiner, professor and conservation specialist with the Alaska Sea Grant Marine
Advisory Program, was honored recently by the United Nations and the Pakistan
government.

Steiner received a certificate of appreciation and a plaque as a thank you for his efforts to
help Pakistan assess damage after the July 2003 Tasman Spirit oil spill. He also helped
plan a strategy for restoration and to reduce future spills.

Pakistan's minister of environment, Major Tahir Iqbal, presented the award to Steiner
during the Tasman Spirit Oil Spill National Symposium in Karachi, May 31. Steiner served
as the chief technical advisor to the Pakistan government for its National Resource Damage
Assessment (NRDA) program. This was the first comprehensive NRDA program to be
conducted in a developing country, and it has provided a model that the U.N. can use
globally. Steiner also made several presentations at the symposium in Karachi.

MAP News
Rick Steiner presented the U.S. and Bering Sea perspective at the Arctic Shipping
Workshop in Oslo, Norway on May 9–10, at the invitation of the World Wildlife Fund, to
outline a strategy to address the increase in arctic shipping in coming decades.

Steiner published the article "Ecological crisis of the world and suggestions for
Ogasawara," translated into Japanese, in the book The Environmental Culture of the
Ogasawara Islands, Seen from the Asia-Pacific Regions, by Heibonsha Limited, Publishers,
Tokyo, 2005.

Don Kramer traveled to California at the request of California Sea Grant Extension to
deliver HACCP lectures to seafood processors in Irvine and San Francisco.

Ray RaLonde attended the statewide Agricultural Leadership meeting hosted at UAF by the
School of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences. For the first time, aquaculture will
be included in Alaska's agriculture plan.

Terry Reeve, MAP agent in Bethel, has moved into an office next door to the Cooperative
Extension Service at UAF's Kuskokwim campus. Reeve's phone number, (907) 543-4560,
remains the same.

Faculty Honored
SFOS faculty Ray RaLonde, Tom Weingartner, and Tony Gharrett were honored for
research excellence by University of Alaska President Mark Hamilton at a reception for the
Board of Regents and outstanding faculty, in Fairbanks on June 21.

Alaska Aquaculture Article
Published
A feature article written by Doug Schneider on Alaska aquaculture, "Alaska's half-shell
dreams" appeared in the June Alaska Business Monthly magazine. Schneider reports that



while Alaska oysters sell for twice the price of oysters from the lower 48, the state's
growers are overwhelmed by customer orders. Co-ops such as the Kachemak Bay Shellfish
Grower's Cooperative are considered a huge factor in the success of the individual farms
getting product to market.

Sea Grant Week
Kurt Byers, chair-elect of the National Sea Grant Communications Steering Committee, led
two sessions at the communicators meeting at Sea Grant Week in Rockport, Maine, in
June. He organized the "icebreaker" session, as well as a session on communication
projects. For talent night, Kurt did a swing dance routine and organized a Sea Grant blues
band, with Dave Partee on bass guitar.

Partee gave two presentations at Sea Grant Week, on modern Web design technologies
and Photoshop techniques for Web designers, and he led a discussion on trends in Web
technology.

Research Academy
Alaska Sea Grant will co-host a marine science class for UAF's Alaska Summer Research
Academy (ASRA) July 18–29, including a weeklong stay for campers at UAF's Kasitsna Bay
Laboratory. ASRA is an academic camp for teens (http://www.uaf.edu/asra/). SFOS Ph.D.
graduate Ann Knowlton will be the lead instructor, assisted by Casey Debenham. The
students registered to participate, ten in all, will be able to examine tidepools during one of
the lowest tides of the year.

Alaska Sea Grant presented a camp scholarship to high school student Nelson Crockett of
Brevig Mission, Alaska.

New Gulf of Alaska Book
The Gulf of Alaska: Biology and Oceanography, edited by Phillip R. Mundy, was recently
published by Alaska Sea Grant. The contents of the book, originally compiled for the Exxon
Valdez Trustee Council as part of the Gulf Ecosystem Monitoring program, were updated
for this new book. Expert researchers in several disciplines contributed to the science and
socioeconomics of the Gulf of Alaska, a productive ecosystem hard hit by the 1989 oil spill.
The U.S. National Research Council critiqued the core parts of this book, and rated them
"excellent." The Gulf of Alaska: Biology and Oceanography is an essential resource guide
for scientists, students, and managers working in the Gulf of Alaska. Published with
financial support from the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council, the 214-page book sells for $25.

Looking for a bargain? When you buy The Gulf of Alaska book, you can purchase the book
Dynamics of the Bering Sea, by T.R. Loughlin and K. Ohtani, for only $20. This is a savings
of $20.

Book Award
Alaska Sea Grant's book The Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands: Region of Wonders, written



by Terry Johnson and edited by Kurt Byers, won an Apex 2005 Award of Excellence in the
one-of-a-kind government publications category. The Apex Awards for Publication
Excellence program is an annual competition sponsored by Communications Concepts, of
Springfield, Virginia.
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Aquaculture Will Be in Alaska
Agriculture Plan
Thanks to nearly a decade of perseverance by Alaska Sea Grant aquaculture specialist Ray
RaLonde to improve funding for research and development of Alaska shellfish and salmon
enhancement, aquaculture will be included in the Alaska statewide agriculture plan. That
will give Alaska aquaculture researchers access to much needed, higher levels of financial
support.

RaLonde considers it a major success that was a long time coming. In the late 1990s
RaLonde compiled for USDA numerous data sets on aquaculture/hatchery production and
harvest sales, to redefine aquaculture as agriculture. In 1999 he finally found the right
combination—USDA agreed that the salmon harvest sales that recover hatchery costs
could be defined as agriculture income, since the harvest is dedicated to the hatchery
operation. The USDA Alaska Agricultural Statistics Service now includes the cost recovery
of salmon as part of the state livestock production. Surprisingly, the combination of salmon
cost recovery and shellfish mariculture makes aquaculture the number one agriculture
commodity produced in Alaska.

But it took another six years for the "aquaculture as agriculture" issue to gain threshold
visibility. During a February 2005 meeting that convened all the Alaska hatchery operators
in Anchorage, RaLonde and Sea Grant director Brian Allee orchestrated the creation of a
research and development plan, to be presented to Alaska Division of Agriculture, USDA,
and other funding organizations. "Uniting" the operators of the hatcheries, which are all
run by separate private nonprofits, provided an opportunity for the operators to set new
directions for their hatcheries.

Within a few months after the R&D plan was drawn up, Carol Lewis, Dean of the UAF
School of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences, invited RaLonde and Allee of Sea
Grant, and Bill Hall of Alaska Cooperative Extension, to write an aquaculture plan for the
Alaska statewide agriculture plan.

RaLonde cites support by the current state administration, Alaska Sea Grant's involvement
in the hatchery R&D meeting, and efforts by Alaska Cooperative Extension as essential in
arriving at the statewide planning stage. "I think we are finally noticed and my hope is that



we can be a major contributor to the future of agriculture in Alaska and be recognized as a
legitimate candidate for funding," says RaLonde.

SFOS faculty member Bill Smoker received the first major grant for salmon enhancement
through the USDA Cooperative State Research Education and Extension Service (CSREES).
Smoker has been a strong and vocal partner in the effort to enhance the Alaska
aquaculture industry through expanded research.

Alaska Shellfish
Alaska Sea Grant highlighted Alaska shellfish by serving Alaska-grown oysters to 400
people at the Red, White and Blue Garden Party in Fairbanks, August 4, at Pioneer Park.

Alaska Senator Ted Stevens greeted guests at the annual event for military officers and
their families, Fairbanks residents, and local, state, and national officials. MAP aquaculture
specialist Ray RaLonde, with Sea Grant staff Adie Callahan, Sherri Pristash, Jen Gunderson,
Kathy Kurtenbach, and Melissa Tyson, shucked and cooked oysters and talked about the
economic value of the shellfish industry. Kurt Byers photographed the event. The 650
oysters were from Kachemak Bay and Metlakatla. Bill Williams and Jeff Moran, from the
Metlakatla Tribal Council, were present to talk about the successful oyster and clam
aquaculture farms on Annette Island.

Alaska Oceans Festival
Alaska Sea Grant hosted a booth at the well-attended Alaska Oceans Festival in
Anchorage, July 16, where we held a mini ocean science bowl competition and promoted
educational products. Kathy Kurtenbach, Liz Brown, Julie Carpenter, and Beverly Bradley
worked at the booth. Of several books and videos on display, the new Gulf of Alaska:
Biology and Oceanography book was the top seller.

ASG News Releases
Doug Schneider's news release on IMS researcher Hector Douglas's work, on the natural
mosquito repellent of crested auklets, was picked up by CBC Whitehorse, the
FairbanksDaily News Miner, and the Nome Nugget. APRN, the Anchorage Daily News, and
others published stories on the release about Kate Wynne freeing a humpback whale near
Kodiak, and the release on SFOS researchers who discovered new marine species in the
Arctic Ocean during an expedition funded by the NOAA Ocean Explorer Program.

Humpback Released
Kate Wynne, MAP marine mammal specialist, led seven UAF researchers in the rescue of a
young humpback whale that was entangled in commercial crab fishing lines near Kodiak, in
late July. Using boats, poles, and knives the team spent five hours maneuvering and
cutting the lines. The 20-foot whale finally swam away when the team cut the two
commercial fishing buoys it had been dragging. Wynne is one of the few individuals in
Alaska authorized by NMFS to disentangle marine mammals.



ASJs to Teach English
Language
The University of Minnesota Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition
(CARLA) is selecting several Alaska Sea Grant Arctic Science Journeys Radio stories to use
for teaching English as a second language. Project organizers will make the stories
available through a new Web-based outreach program for K-12 and college students who
are learning English. The ASJ stories were chosen because they are "clear, concise, and
presented in a conversational style that is easily understood by people learning English,"
according to CARLA staff.

Extension Highlights
Terry Johnson published the summer 2005 issue of Charter Log (http://www.uaf.edu
/map/charterlog/).

In June MAP agents Terry Reeve and Don Kramer traveled to four villages on the lower
Yukon to give salmon quality workshops, in partnership with the Yukon River Drainage
Fishermen's Association.

Chuck Crapo conducted "Just in Time" training workshops for seafood processors and
fishermen, in ten coastal towns, funded in part by the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute.

Sunny Rice was interviewed on Alaska statewide radio and Earthwatch radio, a nationally
syndicated show produced by Wisconsin Sea Grant, about streamer use by longliners to
reduce seabird bycatch.

Reid Brewer organized a Forum of Alaska Marine Issues lecture on "Auklet Research in the
Aleutian Islands" and published an article in the Dutch Harbor Fisherman titled "Longnose
Lancetfish in Alaskan Waters." Brewer also held the Tidepool Posse marine education camp
for children in Unalaska, and led a discussion at a recent Alaska Ocean Observing System
workshop in Cordova.

Kate Wynne was the invited plenary speaker at the Association of Aquatic Animal Medicine
annual meeting, in Seward. Her talk was "GAP: an ecosystem approach to addressing
Steller sea lion declines."

Aleutian Life Forum
Unalaska MAP agent Reid Brewer has organized the Aleutian Life Forum (ALF) conference
scheduled for August 16-20. The conference will present three days of speakers and a
community festival, with the purpose of determining lessons learned after the Selendang
Ayu oil spill. Topics include the effects of oil spills on wildlife, fisheries, and communities.

Among speakers are UAA economics professor Gunnar Knapp; MAP agent Dolly Garza,
speaking on subsistence; Molly McCammon, AOOS director; and Robert Hallinen,
Anchorage Daily News. Kurt Byers will show Alaska Sea Grant's Ocean Fury, and talk about
the video, at the Alaska Ocean Film Festival during ALF. For more information on the
conference see http://www.aleutianlifeforum.org/.



Fisheries Scholarship
The National Fisheries Institute announces a request for proposals for the Fisheries
Scholarship Fund. FSF supports the growth of the seafood industry and seafood consumer
health through sponsorship of research and training of graduate students. Proposals are
due by September 8, 2005. For information contact Roy Martin at remtec@atlantic.net,
(352) 666-5646.
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Fellowships
Megan Agy, an ecologist at the National Sea Grant Office in Silver Spring, Maryland, will
give presentations on National Sea Grant graduate fellowships to students and faculty in
Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau, Alaska, this month. Agy was a Sea Grant Knauss fellow
in 2002, in the office of Congressman Frank Pallone of New Jersey. She earned her
master's degree in resource ecology and management at the University of Michigan. Agy is
Alaska Sea Grant's program monitor at the National Sea Grant Office.

Agy will speak at UAF in Fairbanks on September 20 in 401 IARC, at 3:30 pm. She will
give a talk on September 23 at the UAF Juneau Center, 221 Anderson Building, at 2 pm.
She will be at UAA in Anchorage on September 16. Alaska Sea Grant and the National Sea
Grant Program encourage University of Alaska students to apply for the fellowships.

The Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship is well suited for students with an interest in national
policy decisions affecting coastal and ocean resources. The Knauss Fellowship involves
spending a year in the Washington, D.C., area in an executive or legislative position. The
Sea Grant Fisheries Fellowship is for Ph.D. students in population dynamics and marine
resource economics. Fisheries Fellowship positions in NOAA laboratories can be funded for
up to three years. The Industry Sea Grant Fellowship provides support for graduate
students whose research and development focus is of interest to a specific industry and
company. The Sea Grant program and the company work together on a project from
beginning to end. For more information on the fellowships see
http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/funding/fellowships.html, or contact Michele Frandsen at
(907) 474-7088.

Ice Diving in the Arctic
Elizabeth Calvert, Alaska Sea Grant–funded graduate student at the SFOS Juneau Center,
participated in an international research cruise led by Rolf Gradinger aboard the USCGC
Healy in June–July 2005. The Healy, a 420-foot icebreaker, took scientists to a largely
unexplored region of the Arctic Ocean that is covered by ice most of the year. The purpose
of the cruise was to explore the sea ice ecosystem of the deep Canada Basin. The
exploration is especially important in face of global changes that could shift the extent of
ice cover. Science teams studied the benthos, water column, and sea ice, and sampled at



fourteen stations during the 30-day cruise.

Calvert was part of the science diving team, studying the underside of sea ice as habitat
for amphipod species and arctic cod, major players in the sea ice food chain leading to
ringed seals and polar bears. At each station, the diving team recorded amphipod
abundances within pressure ridge structures and in floe areas, quantified arctic cod and
measured the size of wedges that they occupy, documented sea ice structure and animals
with video and still photography, and collected organisms for stable isotope analysis.

Pressure ridges, formed when two ice floes push together, cause ice to move both above
and below the surface, forming visible ridges across the ice landscape. The science diving
team found that the abundance of amphipods and arctic cod, and the diversity of
amphipods, was greater within ridge areas than in the less structured floe habitat. Because
previous research had focused on floes, the abundance of these organisms may have been
largely underestimated.

Lithodid Crab Book
ASG published the book Biological Field Techniques for Lithodid Crabs, by Bill Donaldson
and Susie Byersdorfer. Efforts such as this book on standardizing lithodid data collection
promise to improve fishery management. Geared to fishery observers, shoreside samplers,
shellfish researchers, and fishermen, the book is illustrated with line drawings, maps, and
color photos, and is printed on waterproof paper. Topics include taxonomy, life history,
distribution, anatomy, and diseases. Byersdorfer is a biologist at the Alaska Department of
Fish and Game, the agency responsible for managing the crab fishery. Donaldson is a
retired ADFG biologist.

Gadid Stocks Symposium
ASG will organize a Wakefield fisheries symposium on "Resiliency of Gadid Stocks to
Fishing and Climate Change," to be held in late October 2006. Gordon Kruse is chair of the
organizing committee. To make sure you are on the mailing list to receive the call for
papers in fall 2005, contact Sherri Pristash at fyconf@uaf.edu.

Open House
The Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program, North Pacific Research Board, Alaska
Ocean Observing System, and Alaska SeaLife Center are holding an open house Monday,
September 12, 2005, from 4–6 pm, at 1007 West 3rd Ave., Suite 100, in Anchorage.

Dining Events
Alaska Sea Grant will host a dinner in honor of National Sea Grant director Ron Baird,
Monday, September 12, at the Captain Cook Hotel in Anchorage. Baird is in Anchorage for
the American Fisheries Society (AFS) annual meeting. Alaska Sea Grant Advisory
Committee members will also attend the dinner.

Alaska Sea Grant has donated 50 pounds of Dungeness crabs, and the Oregon Dungeness



Crab Commission has donated 100 pounds, for the AFS opening social event on Sunday,
September 11. In addtion ASG is donating 100 dozen oysters from Metlakatla, Alaska.

Unalaska Conference
Unalaska MAP agent Reid Brewer organized the Aleutian Life Forum (ALF), a three-day
conference on the marine life and environment of the Aleutians, held at the Grand Aleutian
Hotel in Unalaska in August. ALF focused on lessons learned in responding to the
Selendang Ayu oil spill. The conference was attended by local residents and many of those
involved in the response from outside the region. As part of ALF, Dolly Garza led beach
walks in the Unalaska area and gave a presentation on edible seaweed at Culture Night.
Kurt Byers showed the video Ocean Fury: Tsunamis in Alaska at ALF, took photos, and set
up an educational publication exhibit. Alaska Sea Grant will publish a conference
proceedings book in December 2005.

MAP Projects
Rick Steiner was a featured presenter at the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
Roundtable in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Steiner also gave a presentation on "Shipping Safety
and Protection of National Wildlife Refuges" to the National Wildlife Refuge Association
annual meeting in Homer, Alaska.

Paula Cullenberg and Quentin Fong published the paper "Wild Salmon Policy" in the
Congressional briefing book The 2007 Farm Bill: Policy Options and Consequences,
produced by the Farm Foundation. In addition, Fong was a coauthor on Policies and Priority
Actions for Sustainable Mariculture Development in the Republic of the Marshall Islands,
no. 2005-4, Coastal Resource Center, University of Rhode Island.

Fong assisted Sun Kim, project manager of Asian Trade, Alaska Department of Commerce,
Community and Economic Development, in hosting a Republic of China (Taiwan) seafood
purchasing delegation in Anchorage. Fong also made a presentation to the Alaska Latino
Women's Association, "Profit/Loss Analysis of the Food Concession at the 2005 Kodiak
Crab Festival."

Ray RaLonde directed a project to investigate the prevalence of Vibrio parahaemolyticus in
shellfish and environmental samples from Prince William Sound. With $5,000 from the UA
President's Special Project Fund and $7,000 from the Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC), RaLonde helped oyster farmers with temperature monitoring and
product testing. Over 150 samples were tested, including water, plankton, sediment,
intertidal bivalves, oysters, oyster catch feces, and sea otter feces.

Terry Reeve has been working with Western Alaska communities on salmon value adding,
including fish smoking in Akiachak and processing in Kaltag. Reeve's experience with fish
processing enables him to help local residents at all stages from filling out DEC forms to
shipping samples to markets. Reeve also held workshops in Bethel on how to act as a
catcher-seller of fish.
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Graduate Student Research
Alaska Sea Grant is funding four additional graduate students this semester, providing
tuition for some and full stipends for others.

Jason Gasper is working for Gordon Kruse to conduct a policy analysis of a possible spiny
dogfish commercial fishery in Alaska. Development of such a fishery is challenging because
markets are unreliable, spiny dogfish could be easily overfished, they do not breed until
age 35, and a female produces only six to eleven pups every two years. The analysis,
including bio-economic modeling, will help determine if a small but economically viable
fishery could provide steady revenues to coastal communities. Gasper is pursuing his Ph.D.

Jesse Echave's master's project, under Tony Gharrett and Bill Smoker, is to develop a
model for outbreeding depression in Pacific salmon to show effects of hybridization
between seasonally distinct pink salmon. Outbreeding depression (reduction in
survival/fitness traits) occurs in hybrids between genetically differentiated populations.
This research is unique in that it follows vertebrates to the second generation to look at
fitness traits that do not show up in the first generation.

Amit Morey, a master's student of Brian Himelbloom and Alexandra Oliveira's, is working
on the CSREES (USDA Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service)
grant for research on rapid identification of fish spoilage bacteria through cellular fatty acid
profiles and carbon substrate utilization patterns. Alaska Sea Grant is funding Morey's
tuition this year. Himelbloom and Oliveira are interested in using this new technology to
speed up the identification of spoilage and pathogenic bacteria. The process is faster
because they extract the cellular fatty acids and run the fatty acid methyl esters on a gas
chromatograph, coupled to software that identifies bacteria against a computerized
databank of known bacteria species. They hope to determine applicability for the seafood
processing industry and retail distributors of fish products, as well as regulatory agencies
that have laboratories equipped for microbiological analysis.

Jiaqi Huang, a master's student in the UAF seafood science program, will receive tuition
funds from Sea Grant while he works on Subramaniam Sathivel and Chuck Crapo's
CSREES research project entitled "Making Marketable Fish Oil from Salmon Byproducts."
Oil from salmon byproducts, produced by fish processors, can be sold in the nutraceutical
and cosmetics markets if quality and purity are high. Under the supervision of Sathivel,



Huang will aim to apply adsorption technology that will remove quality-reducing non-
triglycerides. Chitosan, activated carbon, and activated earth can be used as adsorbents.

Merit Award
Alaska Sea Grant received a $98,900 merit fund increase award to the ASG 2006–2008
omnibus, and a $19,600 supplement to the ASG 2004–2005 omnibus, in response to the
annual National Sea Grant Office review.

September Events
Alaska Sea Grant was a major participant in several events held in early September at the
time of the American Fisheries Society (AFS) meeting in Anchorage.

Sea Grant held a scientific proposal panel meeting September 9, when eleven panel
members reviewed 33 proposals. Also present were Megan Agy from the National Sea
Grant Office, Brian Allee, Kurt Byers, Paula Cullenberg, Michele Frandsen, and Melissa
Tyson. Principal investigators will be notified soon.

The 23rd Wakefield Fisheries Symposium, "Biology, Assessment, and Management of
North Pacific Rockfishes," was held Sept. 13–15. More than 200 people attended the
symposium. Alaska Sea Grant hosted a poster social and book signing, with a good
turnout. Wakefield symposium attendees wrote on their evaluation forms that two
strengths of the symposium were good organization and a nice range of topics. A
proceedings book will be published in 2006.

Alaska Sea Grant had a joint booth with the National Sea Grant Office at AFS to promote
educational products. Working in the booth at various times were Sherri Pristash, Adie
Callahan, Dave Partee, Melissa Tyson, Kathy Kurtenbach, Liz Brown, Dolly Garza, Torie
Baker, and Terry Johnson. Many compliments were received on ASG publications.

Kurt Byers, Dave Partee, and Deborah Mercy served as the official photographers for the
AFS meeting, which attracted more than 2,400 attendees, the largest scientific conference
ever held in Alaska. Look for their photos in future issues of AFS Fisheries.

Byers also photographed the open house at the new MAP office in Anchorage, which was
attended by National Sea Grant director, Ron Baird; National Sea Grant program director
for extension, Jim Murray; Texas Sea Grant director, Bob Stickney; Maine Sea Grant
director, Paul Anderson; Michigan Sea Grant extension director, John Schwartz; Texas Sea
Grant extension director, Ralph Rayburn; and Sea Grant agents Jack Thigpen (North
Carolina) and Rollie Barnaby (New Hampshire). The SFOS dean, Denis Wiesenberg, and
AOOS director and ASG Advisory Committee member, Molly McCammon, helped host the
event.

The AFS conference was kicked off at the Atwood Concert Hall, Alaska Performing Arts
Center, with a traditional Haida welcome song by Dolly Garza and her husband, Russ
Jones. Ray RaLonde, Brian Allee, Kathy Kurtenbach, Liz Brown, and others joined Garza in
performing a traditional processional "salmon ceremony."

Pacific Fisheries Technologists



Annual Meeting
The Pacific Fisheries Technologists 57th annual meeting will be held in Anchorage, Alaska,
March 5–8, 2006. Liz Brown, secretary for the PFT 2006 planning committee, promises an
interesting program focusing on seafood products and technology. Subramaniam Sathivel
heads the planning committee, and Don Kramer is the Alaska representative. A call for
papers has been issued on topics such as seafood biochemistry, seafood marketing, value-
added products, waste/byproducts, shellfish, and environmental and regulatory issues.
Visit www.pftinfo.org for more information.

Baird Steps Down
Ron Baird, director of the National Sea Grant Program, will resign the position in February
2006. In a parting letter he emphasized that "Sea Grant is known as one of the most
effective, innovative and responsive programs in government." He went on to say, "I have
been particularly pleased by the progress we have made in taking what many viewed as a
dated, underachieving program to one generally acknowledged for its excellence,
innovation and solid contributions to coastal stewardship. We have come a long way,
indeed, and my thanks and appreciation to each and every one of you for your collective
contributions to this great enterprise we call Sea Grant."

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter that highlights Alaska Sea Grant and Marine Advisory
Program activities. Photo in banner by K. Byers. For an online subscription, contact Sue Keller,
(907) 474-6703, fnsk@uaf.edu.
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Grants Funded
Alaska Sea Grant announces funding for 15 new research projects for the period February
2006–January 2008:

A global analysis of salmon prices: How low can they go? Keith Criddle, Utah State
University; and Mark Herrmann, UAF.

Improving yields of Pacific oysters in Alaska. Ray RaLonde, UAF; and Chris Langdon
and Ford Evans, Oregon State University.

Responses to coastal erosion in Alaska in a changing climate: A guide for coastal
residents, business and resource managers, engineers and builders. Orson Smith,
UAA.

The seasonal and interannual patterns of larvaceans and pteropods in the coastal
Gulf of Alaska, and their relationship to pink salmon survival. Russell Hopcroft, UAF.

The interannual variability of zooplankton within Prince William Sound, Alaska:
Assessment of the ZooScan system as a tool for optimizing juvenile pink salmon
release. Russell Hopcroft, UAF.

Analysis of the collapse of the Kodiak red king crab. Gordon Kruse and Tom
Weingartner, UAF.

Multispecies fisheries models for ecosystem decision support. Terrance Quinn, UAF.

Exposure of wintering sea ducks to disease agents and parasite burdens in
Southwest Alaska. Kimberly Trust and Paul Flint, USGS; Tuula Hollmen, Alaska
SeaLife Center; and Reid Brewer, UAF.

Outbreeding depression in pink salmon: Effects of hybridization between seasonally
distinct pink salmon subpopulations: Phase 2. Tony Gharrett, Milo Adkison, William
Smoker, and Ray RaLonde, UAF.

Acoustic behavior of salmon. John K. Horne, Univ. Washington; and Deborah
Burwen, ADFG.

Economic impacts of Alaska fisheries. Gunnar Knapp, UAA.



Ma-ku (dead beached sea mammal): An Alaska Native field guide to stranding
response. Lianna Jack and Donna Willoya, The Alaska Sea Otter and Steller Sea Lion
Commission.

Endangered species and sea duck teaching kits for coastal Alaska public schools.
Charla Sterne, USFWS.

Alaska oyster safety: Monitoring and identification of Vibrio parahaemolyticus. Brian
Himelbloom and Alexandra Oliveira, UAF.

Developing microencapsulated fish oil powder from Alaskan salmon oil for
nutraceutical markets. Subramaniam Sathivel and Chuck Crapo, UAF.

Coastal Erosion Workshop
Alaska Sea Grant will be a sponsor of the 9th Annual Science-to-Engineering Workshop, on
Coastal Erosion Responses for Alaska, January 4, 2006, at UAA. Experts will speak on
Alaska shoreline trends, coastal zone management, beach property insurance, and pros
and cons of shore protection works, followed by an open discussion on Alaska coastal
problems and needs. Contact Orson Smith, afops@uaa.alaska.edu.

Crab Enhancement Workshop
Alaska Sea Grant is organizing the "Alaska Crab Enhancement Workshop" for March
14–16, 2006, in Kodiak. The workshop will bring together scientists involved in cultivation
and stock enhancement of king and other crabs. Crab enhancement is similar to fish
hatcheries; it is not farming.

Technical sessions will be presented by an international roster of researchers, and
discussions will be held on whether crab enhancement should be attempted, costs and
benefits for Alaska, management, etc. On March 16, a ComFish seminar will be presented
on enhancement techniques, case studies, genetics, pathology, habitat, and species.
Organizers also represent Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Alaska Department of
Commerce, NOAA Fisheries, Central Bering Sea Fishermen's Association, United
Fishermen's Marketing Association, Alaska Crab Coalition, City of Kodiak, and Gulf of
Alaska Coastal Communities Coalition. For details contact Sherri Pristash, fyconf@uaf.edu.

Harbormaster Meeting
Kurt Byers represented Alaska Sea Grant at the Alaska Harbormaster and Port
Administrator Association (AHPAA) annual conference, in Valdez in October. Byers set up a
book display and gave presentations about Sea Grant, and about a book Sea Grant will
soon publish, Small Ports and Harbors: Operation and maintenance, authored by Alan
Sorum, Valdez port administrator and president of AHPAA.

Extension Academy
MAP agents Torie Baker and Terry Johnson joined 30 Sea Grant agents recently in
Pensacola, Florida, for the National Sea Grant Extension Academy. Participants got training



in Sea Grant extension philosophy, program development, management, and evaluation,
as well as facilitation skills. "It was a powerful experience to meet and work with extension
colleagues from throughout the nation. While Alaska is unique in its mix of marine users
relative to most of the U.S., we all found common professional ground as extension
educators," said Baker.

Southwestern Alaska MAP
MAP agent Liz Brown organized a salmon roe workshop in Dillingham in September.
Instructors included Terry Reeve and Ben Talon-Kayne from Norquest Seafoods. Fifteen
people from Ugashik, Naknek, and Dillingham attended.

In late September, Brown was invited to join the panel "Producing and Marketing
Fisheries: Value Added" at the "Building the Future among Bristol Bay Partners" summit in
King Salmon. Other panelists were Alan Austerman, Governor's fishery policy advisor;
Robin Samuelson, CEO of Bristol Bay Economic Development Corporation; Pearl Strub, of
Dancing Salmon Seafoods; and Fred Pike, Regional Seafood Development Association.
Strub, who also attended Brown's roe workshop, gave a glowing report on the usefulness
of the roe workshop, as well as other MAP workshops.

Aleutians MAP
Reid Brewer sponsored a talk in Unalaska by Tim Lebling, Alaska SeaLife Center (ASLC)
stranding coordinator. Brewer also helped Lebling release two harbor seal pups.

Along with the Alaska Fisheries Development Foundation, Alaska Pacific University, ASLC,
and Northwest Marine Technology Inc., Brewer is tagging giant Pacific octopus. The focus
is on development of an octopus commercial fishery near Unalaska.

Brewer worked with Polaris Applied Sciences Inc. and local Native Alaskans to determine
maximum consumption of subsistence foods, and the risk of acquiring toxins from the
Selendang Ayu oil spill.

Sales to Help Fishermen
Alaska Sea Grant will donate ten percent of product sales from November to April to the
Alaska Fishing Industry Relief Mission (AFIRM), to help reestablish the fishing industry in
the Gulf Coast states devastated during the 2005 hurricane season. Sen. Lisa Murkowski is
honorary chair of the AFIRM board. AFIRM's goal is to have 100% of the donated money
go directly to the relief effort.

New Books
Alaska Sea Grant recently published The Journey to PICES: Scientific Cooperation in the
North Pacific. Science historian Sara Tjossem, Columbia University instructor, wrote the
book in consultation with Warren Wooster at the University of Washington. Wooster was
the driving force behind the North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES), along with
scientists and government officials in Canada, Japan, Russia, China, and South Korea.



The book is a significant contribution to the history of international marine scientific
organizations. Although PICES was urgently needed, the process to create it took twenty
years. Finally launched in 1992, PICES is now a vibrant six-nation organization contributing
substantially to marine science.

Production of the book was supported by the PICES NSF grant of Dean Emeritus Vera
Alexander, current PICES chair. Sue Keller managed production, Jen Gunderson designed
the text, and Dave Partee designed the cover. To order, go to www.uaf.edu/seagrant
/bookstore/pubs/AK-SG-05-04.html (206 pages, $20.00, hardcover).

The book Managing Fisheries—Empowering Communities: Conference Proceedings, edited
by Paula Cullenberg, is based on a meeting held in April 2005. Alaska coastal community
leaders, fisheries management decision makers, and anthropologists met to highlight the
benefits of commercial fisheries to coastal economies. A follow-up conference will be held
in 2006. To order the book, see www.uaf.edu/seagrant/bookstore/pubs/AK-SG-05-05.html
(100 pages, $10.00, softcover).
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Graying of Alaska Fleet
MAP agent Sunny Rice recently gave a talk to the Petersburg Chamber of Commerce on
the "graying of the fleet," about maintaining the long-term strength of local fishing
businesses. Rice illustrated the importance of each large fishing business to the
community, and led a discussion about what they can do to make sure Petersburg remains
a healthy fishing community. About thirty local businesspeople (fishermen included)
participated.

Rice was quoted in a recent Associated Press article on the same topic, which ran in the
Anchorage Daily News, the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, USA Today, and other
newspapers. "The concern is that as fishermen age and retire, … there won't be enough
younger fishermen to purchase those rights… or those fishermen just won't have the
resources available to purchase those rights," Rice was quoted. A fisherman could pay up
to $400,000 for a 20,000-pound halibut quota, a prohibitively high cost for twenty-
somethings starting out.

Rice wants to make sure Alaska coastal communities are fostering young people who will
be able to buy the quotas. To help inform fishing businesspeople, Rice has written a
booklet "Directed Transfer of your Fishing Business" to be published in 2006 by Alaska Sea
Grant. She describes how to pass on a fishing business, through selling or gifting or a
combination of the two. Topics include determining if the buyer and seller are ready for the
transfer, taxes, loans, and corporations and partnerships.

Cordova Science Mug-Ups
A recent science lecture in Cordova by Cindy Tribuzio, on dogfish life history and
population dynamics in the Gulf of Alaska, played to a packed audience of fishermen,
young science students, and the general public. The lecture was part of the Cordova
Community Science Mug-Up Series, weekly presentations where scientists working in the
Prince William Sound area engage eager Cordovans in discussions of the natural world.
The Mug-Up series was founded in 1998 by the Prince William Sound Science Center, and
partners with MAP agent Torie Baker. Baker arranged Tribuzio's talk. Lecture schedules
and selected presentations are on the MAP Web site, www.uaf.edu/map/workshops
/2005/OngoingSeries/index.html.



Dall's Porpoise Skeleton
Kate Wynne's work to set up an interpretive cetacean display at Fort Abercrombie State
Park on Kodiak Island was mentioned recently in the Alaska press. A Kodiak Daily Mirror
story by Jeff Benzak, about steps Wynne was taking toward reassembling a skeleton from
a decomposing Dall's porpoise, reads "To help the carcass rot, the casket was packed with
lawn clippings and manure, including some from Maggie, the notoriously depressed Alaska
Zoo elephant. Wynne procured Maggie's dung during a trip to Anchorage. She stopped by
the zoo in a rental car, then checked the manure as luggage for the flight back to Kodiak."
This tidbit was also cited in the Anchorage Daily News Ear column.

Wynne sought the elephant dung because museum experts tout it as one of the better
composting bases. She was happy with the results and plans to use it on other marine
mammal carcasses.

Gadid Symposium
"Resiliency of Gadid Stocks to Fishing and Climate Change" is the title of the twenty-fourth
Lowell Wakefield Fisheries Symposium, to be held Oct. 31–Nov. 3, 2006, at the Hotel
Captain Cook in Anchorage, organized by Alaska Sea Grant. The symposium will bring
together scientists and managers of gadid and gadid-like fisheries from the Atlantic,
Pacific, and Arctic ocean regions, to synthesize resiliency requirements of gadid stocks to
fishing and climate change. Gadids are an ideal focus for this effort because they have a
long history of exploitation and extensive research and fishery monitoring, and they make
up one of the world's most commercially important fisheries. A call for papers will go out
soon. For more information, visit www.uaf.edu/seagrant/conferences/gadids/. A peer-
reviewed proceedings book will be published by Alaska Sea Grant in 2007.

On the steering committee are Gordon Kruse (chair), UAF; Ken Drinkwater, Institute of
Marine Research, Bergen, Norway; Jim Ianelli, NMFS; George Lilly, Canada Department of
Fisheries and Oceans; Jason Link, NMFS; Mikhail Stepanenko, TINRO-Center, Russia;
Diana Stram, North Pacific Fishery Management Council; Vidar Wespestad, Resource
Analysts International; and Doug Woodby, Alaska Department of Fish and Game.

Brown on BBCRSA Board
Liz Brown was reelected to a three-year term on the board for the Bristol Bay Coastal
Resource Service Area. Brown has been on the board for two years, and she also served
on the Aleutians West CRSA in Unalaska. The BBCRSA is revising their Coastal
Management Plan to fit with evolving state regulations. Brown says it is exciting to
implement the Coastal Zone Management Act, because it is a topic she studied in graduate
school.

Advisory Committee Met
Alaska Sea Grant hosted an Advisory Committee meeting Nov. 9–10 in Anchorage.
Twenty-two Advisory Committee members attended. The committee focused on how
Alaska Sea Grant could strengthen partnerships to better serve Alaska's needs. Fran



Ulmer, director of the Institute of Social and Economic Research at UAA, and SFOS Dean
Denis Wiesenburg were invited speakers.

New Publications
Alaska Sea Grant offers three regional 2006 tide booklets: Southcentral, Southeastern,
and Western Alaska. In addition to daily tide times, the books have information about wind
chill, hypothermia, emergency radio, seven steps to survival, paralytic shellfish poison,
beach etiquette, marine wildlife viewing, how to bleed a salmon, and a directory for MAP.
The tide books will be distributed free at Marine Advisory offices, Alaska harbors, and
coastal fishing and bait shops. To order, call 888-789-0090.

MAP agent Liz Brown has added a new handout to the Common Mistakes in HACCP set, on
Hot Smoked Salmon. Processors trained in HACCP find these single-page handouts good
reminders on how to avoid mistakes commonly made in processing. Other titles are
Sanitation Standard Operating Procedure, Government Agencies, Products for Export Only,
Cooked Crab, Groundfish, and Hazard Analysis. Online copies are free, at
www.uaf.edu/seagrant/bookstore/pubs/ASG-38to41.html. Call 1-888-789-0090 to order
printed copies.

The fifth edition of Alaska Sea Grant's Beating the Odds on Northern Waters: A Guide to
Fishing Safety was recently printed. More than 16,000 of the books have been used by
fishing safety trainers and others, including the U.S. Coast Guard, since 1991. It is a
product of Alaska Sea Grant's strong partnership with the Alaska Marine Safety Education
Association.

Theme Team Chair
At the Sea Grant Association meeting Nov. 1–2, in Charleston, SC, Brian Allee was elected
co-chair of the Seafood Science and Technology Theme Team. As a member of the team
Allee will promote seafood science and technology to all Sea Grant programs, and work
with the team to update educational materials.

How to Be a Winner
Kurt Byers was invited by the executive director of the National Association of Government
Communicators to be on a phone seminar panel, on how to submit communications
products to the annual competition and win awards. NAGC members from around the
nation phoned in to attend the teleconference on Nov. 14. Alaska Sea Grant won seven
NAGC awards in 2005.

AOOS Brochure
Alaska Sea Grant produced a beautiful color brochure for AOOS, the Alaska Ocean
Observing System, with the help of graphic designer Phil Raymond. The AOOS goal is to
help distribute information collected by satellite, stationed buoys, land-based radar, and
other technologies. The data will be offered as ocean forecasts, maps, and images to meet
the needs of mariners, fishermen, subsistence users, scientists, resource managers,



coastal planners, educators, and emergency responders. Alaska Sea Grant will work with
AOOS to develop an outreach program for the ocean observing system.
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