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New Alaska Sea Grant Book
Fisheries Assessment and Management in Data-Limited Situations is the peer-reviewed
proceedings of the Wakefield symposium held in 2003 in Anchorage. Forty-six research
contributions include new applications of production models, new assessment techniques
requiring meager data, and creative fishery management schemes. As most of the world's
large marine fisheries are fully exploited or overfished, new fisheries are critical to meet
the global demand for seafood products. Scientific editors are G.H. Kruse, V.F. Gallucci,
D.E. Hay, R.I. Perry, R.M. Peterman, T.C. Shirley, P.D. Spencer, B. Wilson, and D.
Woodby. The 958-page book is a bargain at $50.00. For a limited time, you can buy this
new book plus three other Sea Grant proceedings for a total of just $98. Please see
www.uaf.edu/seagrant/bookstore/pubs/AK-SG-05-02.html.

Sea Grant also has just released a new, 48-page book/video printed catalog for 2006. For
a free catalog or to order books, contact seagrant.bookstore@alaska.edu.

Master's Defenses
Two Alaska Sea Grant–funded graduate students recently defended theses. Carrie Hoover,
of the Juneau Center SFOS, presented her master's research "Effects of Outbreeding
Depression on Meristics and Bilateral Asymmetry in Hybrids of Spatially Separated
Populations of Pink Salmon." Hoover looked at symmetry, among other things, because for
many animals more symmetrical individuals have faster growth, higher fecundity, or better
survival. She found no evidence for increased fluctuating asymmetry in first and second
generation hybrids, but directional asymmetry (one side consistently larger than the other)
was highly significant for branchiostegals (bones that support gill membranes) and
pectoral fin ray counts. Hoover's advisor is Tony Gharrett.

Janet Neilson's master's thesis is "Humpback Whale Entanglement Rates in Fishing Gear in
Southeastern Alaska." Neilson used a scar-based technique to conduct the first systematic
study on nonlethal entanglements in northern Southeast Alaska. She found that the
proportion of whales with entanglement scarring in the study area is comparable to the
Gulf of Maine, where entanglement is a substantial management concern. Consequently,
humpback whale–fisheries interactions in Southeast Alaska may warrant similar scrutiny.
Susan Hills is Neilson's advisor.



Asian Trade
Seafood specialist Quentin Fong recently traveled to Asia where he met with Hong Kong
and mainland Chinese seafood importers, and attended the China Seafood Show in
Guanzhou. Fong promoted Alaska seafood to enhance market development for Alaska
processors and the Alaska Department of Commerce, Community and Economic
Development's Asian Trade Development project. He also interviewed Chinese seafood
processors about historical re-processing market information, for James Wilen of the
University of California Davis. Fong was able to get statistics on Hong Kong sea urchin roe
import and re-export for the Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries Association, from
the Hong Kong Census and Statistics Department. On his return he reported on China and
Hong Kong seafood markets to James Wemyss, aide to Sen. Lisa Murkowski on Asian
trade.

Octopus Gear Study
In late November MAP agent Reid Brewer took part in an octopus gear study near
Unalaska and Akun islands, along with Alaska Department of Fish and Game researchers.
They spent six days at sea, evaluating modifications to pots used to harvest Pacific cod, for
effectiveness in retaining octopus and excluding cod and crab. Results will allow ADFG to
define acceptable gear for the directed octopus fishery.

Brewer and others also measured and tagged forty-two octopus. The ability to successfully
tag and recapture octopus may give information on growth rate, population estimates, and
migration. A follow-up study is planned for February for recaptures.

In 2004, about 230,500 pounds of octopus were harvested in the westward region of
Alaska, with over 163,000 pounds from the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands in a directed
octopus fishery using pots. Incidental harvest of octopus in other BSAI fisheries totaled
more than 765,000 pounds in 2004, with pot gear accounting for over 98%. A lot of the
octopus harvested in this region is sold to Asian markets, some is sold in Spain, and they
are also used for bait.

Bering Sea Video Footage
In November, MAP media specialist Deborah Mercy spent two weeks aboard a crab
catcher-processor during the Bristol Bay red king crab season, videotaping the fishery and
observer work. Footage will be used by the North Pacific Fishery Observer Training Center,
and is available to MAP. She also supplied footage to the History Channel, who may use it
for a two-hour story they are putting together on the Coast Guard in Alaska. The History
Channel is interested in Mercy's footage showing severe weather—she was treated to a
good-size Bering Sea storm while out there. A grant to the Observer Training Center paid
her expenses.

Valdez Donates Travelift to
Plaquemines Parish



Valdez, Alaska, has donated a surplus mobile boat hoist to help Louisiana fishermen
salvage boats and get back on the water. Approximately 3,000 commercial and 40,000
recreational boats are in need of salvage due to hurricanes Katrina and Rita. A new, 60-ton
Travelift would cost up to $300,000.

The Travelift is being moved to Louisiana thanks to combined efforts of the Sea Grant
programs of Louisiana, Washington, and Alaska; FEMA; the Alaska Fishing Industry Relief
Mission (AFIRM); Pacific Coast Congress of Harbormasters; Valdez port director Alan
Sorum, and others. Alaska Sea Grant is donating a portion of its publication sales to
AFIRM, who in turn is donating $20,000 to the effort.

"The City of Valdez knows what it's like to survive a disaster," said Valdez Mayor Bert
Cottle. "During the great Alaskan earthquake and tsunami of 1964, our entire community
was destroyed. We never forgot the generosity others showed to us in our time of need, so
we really wanted to give something back."

Plaquemines Parish president Benny Rousselle expressed his gratitude, "Out of all the
economic sectors affected, the commercial fishing community has been the hardest hit.
Many of these fishermen have nothing left except their boats. This contribution from
Valdez is vital to the rebuilding of our commercial fishing economy. I don't know how to
thank them enough."

World Ocean Conference
The fourth international "California and the World Ocean" conference will take place
September 17–20, 2006, in Long Beach, California. Organizers will bring together
representatives from all U.S. states, academia, government, industry, and the public to
positively influence the course of ocean and coastal protection.

The conference will emphasize the need for California, other states, and other nations to
take action to protect and manage our ocean and coastal resources. The agenda will focus
on the connection between land and sea and will identify actions, from watersheds to the
deep ocean waters off our coast. The conference will evaluate achievements since the
release of the U.S. Ocean Commission report, and look at necessary steps for moving
forward. The call for papers is focused on California, but much of the input will also apply
on state, regional, national, and international levels. As many as 1,000 participants are
anticipated. Contact mhauck@completeconference.com or (916) 922-7032.

Ocean Mapping Meeting
MIT Sea Grant and the Northeast Fisheries Science Center are organizing a conference to
coordinate mapping initiatives. This one-day conference, "Geographic Information Systems
and Ocean Mapping in Support of Fisheries Research and Management," will bring together
individuals and organizations involved in mapping, GIS, data sharing, and fisheries
research and management to share work and coordinate future efforts. Papers specific to
the northeast regional ecosystem (Cape Hatteras through the Gulf of Maine) will be given
priority.

The conference will take place at MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on April 11, 2006.
More details are at web.mit.edu/seagrant/GIS06/.
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Seafood Processing Leadership
Institute
The Alaska Seafood Processing Leadership Institute, designed to identify and foster
up-and-coming leaders in the seafood processing industry, offers classes for
university credit, summer work at a seafood processing plant with a mentor, and a
trip to Boston and Iceland. Classes in seafood processing, seafood logistics and
marketing, and HACCP/sanitation certification are offered in April 2006, and on the
docket for October are classes in seafood business, leadership, personnel
management, and plant management. In March 2007, after successful completion of
training and summer work, participants will travel to the International Boston
Seafood Show, and to Iceland, to view technology and operations used by other
cold-climate seafood processing facilities.

Requirements include residing in a community adversely impacted by the downturn
of the Alaska salmon industry, plus current employment in seafood processing.
Applicants should apply with a mentor from the processing industry to provide
professional guidance, as well as a sponsor who can contribute the required $2,500.
Some scholarships are available.

Applications are due March 3, 2006. For more information see www.uaf.edu/map
/aspli, or contact Angela Camos, (907) 274-9691. The Alaska Seafood Processing
Leadership Institute is sponsored by the Alaska Department of Commerce,
Community and Economic Development and the Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory
Program.

Sea Grant Joins SWAMC
Alaska Sea Grant recently joined the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference
(SWAMC), an organization of businesses, agencies, and local governments that
share an interest in the social and economic health of Alaska's southwest region.
Attending the February 2–3 SWAMC meeting in Anchorage were Kathy Kurtenbach,
Sea Grant marketing coordinator, and Kurt Byers, Education Services manager.



Kurtenbach set up a book display and Byers lined up Sea Grant's seafood quality
specialist, Chuck Crapo, of FITC, for a panel discussion on new seafood products.
Byers attended SWAMC's tourism committee meeting and shared ideas about how
to expand the recreational scuba diving industry in Alaska. He also described Sea
Grant's video, Ocean Fury: Tsunamis in Alaska, to close out a panel on emergency
disaster preparedness.

Sea Grant Advisory Committee member Mark Fina was a featured speaker,
explaining aspects of fish rationalization from the perspective of the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, where he is an economist. Advisory Committee
member Jim Balsiger, administrator for NOAA Fisheries Alaska Region, was a
luncheon speaker, providing NOAA's perspective on fish rationalization and its
relationship to market influences.

Crab Enhancement Meeting
Alaska Sea Grant is in the final stages of planning the Alaska Crab Enhancement
Workshop in Kodiak. Ten national and international experts will speak on king crab
culture and enhancement techniques on March 14, 2006. On March 15 panel
discussions on enhancement potential from the technical, socioeconomic, and
industry perspectives will take place, with a reception at 6 pm. On March 16, during
ComFish, a keynote presentation on Maine lobster enhancement will be presented
by Ted Ames, 2005 recipient of a MacArthur "genius" grant. For more information on
the workshop, see www.uaf.edu/seagrant/conferences/crab06/info.html.

Research/Outreach Review
During a research review and discussion of outreach approaches for researchers,
fifteen Alaska Sea Grant–funded researchers and students presented on past and
future projects in Anchorage Jan. 26–27. Alaska Sea Grant staff, MAP agents, and
researchers had the opportunity to hear about research results and consider
extension opportunities.

Knauss Fellowship
The deadline for applications for the 2007 Knauss Marine Policy fellowship is March
16, 2006, in the Alaska Sea Grant office. Sea Grant's national internship program
provides graduate students a year of experience in Washington, D.C., on
congressional staff or an executive agency working on marine policy issues. The
fellowship gives 30 students each year a firsthand look at how science is used in the
policy arena and how decisions are made. In an effort to clear up an old stereotype,
it is important to emphasize that technically trained science students—not just
policy wonks—can and do apply and are selected. These fellowships can provide an
opportunity for future resource agency jobs. See www.uaf.edu/seagrant/research
/knauss.html and www.seagrant.noaa.gov/knauss/knauss.html.



Marine Research Plan
In response to a request for proposals from National Sea Grant for developing a
comprehensive marine research plan for Alaska, Sea Grant director Brian Allee met
with two state commissioners and the governor's ocean policy coordinator, Heather
Brandon. Kurt Fredriksson, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
commissioner; McKie Campbell, Department of Fish and Game commissioner; and
Brandon have committed to helping develop the plan. Alaska Sea Grant will submit
a proposal to National Sea Grant for a 2-year grant to create a comprehensive plan
for Alaska, focusing ecosystem-based research, technology transfer, and outreach
on high priority marine issues. National Sea Grant is seeking proposals for eleven
nationwide regional comprehensive plans, with Alaska comprising one region.

Revitalizing Sea Week
The Alaska Sea Week curriculum books and the Alaska Sea/River Week program will
be revitalized and revised, according to Juneau-Douglas Schools superintendent
Peggy Cowan. During a two-day planning meeting last month in Anchorage, Cowan
and nine educators plotted a major revision of the Alaska Sea Week Curriculum,
which will likely have printed and electronic components, including Web, and will
allow for the needs of today's teachers. Alaska Sea Grant initiated the revitalization
effort, and will fund the first phase. Brian Allee and other Sea Grant staff
participated in the meeting.

The national award-winning, six-volume curriculum books were published by Alaska
Sea Grant in the 1980s, when the statewide marine education program was in full
swing. Cowan, one of two original authors, says the effort helped launch her K-12
career. Cowan is a member of the Sea Grant Advisory Committee.

New Sea Grant Books
A new Alaska Sea Grant book, Northern Harbors and Small Ports: Operations and
Maintenance, by Valdez port director Alan Sorum, tells harbormasters how they can
best perform their job. Topics include northern construction needs, repair and
maintenance, inspections, hazardous materials, utilities, harbor economics, and
safety. Production of the book was funded by the Alaska Department of Public
Transportation. The 162-page softcover book sells for $20.00, and is also available
as a PDF at www.uaf.edu/seagrant/bookstore/pubs/MAB-56.html.

Business Resource Guide for Alaska Fishermen: A Source Book of Marine-Related
Services and Information, edited by Terry Johnson, is an excellent resource list of
agencies, fisheries organizations, nonprofits, and companies. Also included are
books, newsletters, videos, software, and Web sites. Part of MAP's Alaska Fisheries
Business Assistance Project, the book is available free, paper or PDF, at
www.uaf.edu/seagrant/bookstore/pubs/MAB-57.html.



Wholesale Alaskan Gift Show
Marketing coordinator Kathy Kurtenbach took orders for over $4,000 worth of
Alaska Sea Grant educational publications at the Wholesale Alaskan Gift Show in
Anchorage earlier this month. The show is an opportunity for Alaska buyers to
purchase Alaska products for the tourist season.

Kurtenbach says it is a great event to hear what kinds of educational books the
public wants, as well as for feedback on Sea Grant's current publications. It is an
important avenue for Alaska Sea Grant to find an expanded audience, to further
educate the public about marine resources. Vendors and customers made positive
comments about the books, such as "Sea Grant has the best books," and "the books
are beautiful." About 800 buyers were at the show.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter that highlights Alaska Sea Grant and Marine Advisory
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(907) 474-6703, fnsk@uaf.edu.
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Zooplankton Research
Jenefer Bell, SFOS graduate student to be funded by Alaska Sea Grant, is working
on Russ Hopcroft's zooplankton scanning project. Her research involves examining
zooplankton using the ZooScan digital imaging system, in conjunction with
ZooImage image recognition software. She will focus on zooplankton collected from
hatcheries in Prince William Sound to find peak abundance of desirable plankton
species, to determine when to release pink salmon fry.

The software will be "trained" on existing, taxonomically identified zooplankton,
which will provide baseline organisms for image analysis. ZooImage will compute
zooplankton species composition and biomass. Analysis of the ZooImage data, along
with salmon return data, will determine if the improved information on species
composition and biomass can predict salmon survival more accurately than the
simple displacement volumes currently used by hatcheries.

Bell completed a B.S. in environmental science at Allegheny College in Pennsylvania
in 1994. She came to Alaska in 1996 as a seasonal worker and spent most of the
last ten years working for salmon hatcheries around the state. She hopes that with
an M.S. in marine biology from UAF, she will be able to continue living and working
in Alaska.

Allee SGA Liaison
Brian Allee, director of Alaska Sea Grant, was elected Sea Grant Association liaison
to the National Sea Grant Assembly. Allee will attend meetings of the Assembly, an
organization of Sea Grant extension leaders from all state Sea Grant programs. SGA
is an organization of 30 Sea Grant directors.

Alaska Science Bowl
The Seward High School Shrimp Hawks won the regional National Ocean Sciences
Bowl (NOSB) competition in February and will represent Alaska at the national
competition in Pacific Grove, California, in May. Because of exceptional conditions, a



second Alaska team, the Cordova Flatfish, has an invitation to attend the national
event as well. The Cordova team won the research project part of the Alaska
competition, but avalanches on the highway blocked their way to Seward and
prevented them from competing in the marine science quiz.

NOSB national director Susan Haynes granted permission for the plucky Flatfish
team to attend the national competition, with expenses paid by Alaska Sea Grant,
Prince William Sound Science Center, and local supporters. The Cordova team will
not compete in California, but they will have the opportunity to present their
research project, "Ecosystem Management of Pacific Halibut in Prince William
Sound."

Five of the ten well-coached teams were unable to attend the NOSB quiz
competition in Seward February 10–12 because of blizzards and avalanches, but
several teams presented research projects from remote locations via
videoconference. Among the five teams that made it to Seward, competition was
neck-and-neck. The Seward Shrimp Hawks are the first team since the initial Alaska
competition, in 1998, to beat Juneau-Douglas and capture first place.

Support for the Alaska NOSB is from the Consortium for Oceanographic Research
and Education, the North Pacific Research Board, Alaska Sea Grant, UAF, SFOS,
UAS, and Ocean Alaska Science and Learning Center.

Whales Prey on Longlines
At MAP's invitation, whale behavior researcher Jan Straley presented public lectures
in February in Cordova, Homer, and Anchorage on sperm whale predation on
blackcod longlines. In Anchorage, MAP marine mammal specialist Kate Wynne joined
Straley to discuss marine mammal–human interaction issues. Sperm whales, which
are increasing in numbers in the North Pacific, have learned to strip blackcod from
hooks as the gear is retrieved from the bottom.

Straley has done three seasons of field research out of Sitka, along with experts
from Scripps Institution, NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science Center, UAS, and the
Alaska Longline Fishermen's Association. They documented frequency of predation
and pointed to acoustic cues that attract the whales, especially the whooshing sound
made by the propeller when the vessel engine goes in and out of gear while bringing
aboard catch. The team experimented with different methods to reduce propeller
noise, and can decrease the incidence of predation. They learned to listen for whales
with hydrophones to avoid setting or hauling when whales are nearby.

Straley's research is supported by the North Pacific Research Board, and Alaska Sea
Grant has also funded her studies. Her work is being watched with worldwide
interest as her team continues to delve into the behavior cues and mysteries that
trigger this kind of interaction.

Recreation and Tourism



Homer MAP agent Terry Johnson wrote a 47-page Kachemak Bay Supplement to the
Alaska Boater's Handbook, published by the Alaska Office of Boating Safety.
Johnson also spoke at the annual convention of the Alaska Wilderness Recreation
and Tourism Association, in Seward on March 2, on establishing Alaska as a marine
ecotourism destination.

Garza Touts Safety
Sitka MAP agent Dolly Garza represented the Alaska Marine Safety Education
Association (AMSEA) at the Fourth Assembly of the Canadian Council of Professional
Fish Harvesters (CCPFH) conference in Vancouver, B.C., in February. Garza
presented on AMSEA's effective use of fishermen as teachers to bring marine safety
to coastal fishermen and the rural community. She was invited to speak at the
meeting by Jerry Dzugan, AMSEA director and affiliate UAF/SFOS faculty.

The conference theme "A Modern Fishery for a New Generation" focused on
sustaining viable fisheries in the face of rising costs, supporting new entrants into
fisheries, and health and safety. Attending were approximately 150 fishermen and
fishery representatives who recognize that efforts must be made to ensure
fishermen and fishing remain part of coastal communities. For information on CCPFH
see www.ccpfh-ccpp.org.

Pacific Fisheries Technologists
Liz Brown, secretary of Pacific Fisheries Technologists (PFT), and Don Kramer,
Alaska representative, served on the organizing committee for the 57th annual PFT
meeting in Anchorage, March 5–8. Kramer received an award for 30 years of service
to PFT. Rick Steiner was the keynote speaker, and Brown and Ray RaLonde also
presented at the meeting. Angela Camos and Julie Carpenter helped with
organizational details. Camos and RaLonde oversaw the presentation technology
during the meeting, including audio recordings.

Topics addressed at the meeting include aquaculture and feed, seafood
biochemistry, byproducts, seafood processing, regulations, and engineering. Brown
was again elected to the PFT executive council as Alaska representative.

Stevens' Aide Visits Sea Grant
Todd Bertoson, legislative assistant to Sen. Ted Stevens, visited Alaska Sea Grant
on February 22. Brian Allee and Sea Grant Advisory Committee member Jeff
Stephan discussed several Sea Grant initiatives with Bertoson. Jenefer Bell,
graduate student of Russ Hopcroft, demonstrated the ZooScan tool to Bertoson, to
be used for identifying zooplankton.

Sea Grant Conferences
Alaska Crab Enhancement and Rehabilitation Workshop, March 14–16, 2006,



Kodiak.

Copper River Salmon Workshop II: Building a Copper River Knowledge System
through Partnerships, March 28-30, 2006, Anchorage.

Fishing Communities in Alaska: Harvesting the Future, Sept. 21–22, 2006,
Anchorage.

Resiliency of Gadid Stocks to Fishing and Climate Change, Oct. 31–Nov. 3,
2006, Anchorage.
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Bering Strait MAP Agent
The Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program will soon have a Bering Strait MAP
agent. Recruitment for the faculty position will be open later this month, and the job
is expected to start in fall 2006. The agent, to be housed in Nome at the Northwest
Campus of the UAF College of Community and Rural Development, will focus on
commercial fisheries, subsistence, safety, seafood processing, climate change
issues, and other marine and freshwater topics.

The agent position will be funded by the Norton Sound Economic Development
Corporation (NSEDC). NSEDC is the CDQ (community development quota)
administrative group for eighteen communities in the region. The MAP position was
created at the request of community members who wanted this resource in their
region.

Baker Reports Seabird Bycatch
Work
Torie Baker, Alaska Sea Grant MAP agent, and Ed Melvin of Washington Sea Grant,
highlighted their seabird bycatch reduction work with longline and trawl fisheries in
the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska at a "Beltway Brown Bag" seminar in Silver
Spring, Maryland, in March. Melvin and Baker also met with staff at several NOAA
offices, and presented two evening informational seminars for legislative staff and
national nongovernment organizations.

The seminar series is held by the Sea Grant Assembly of Extention Program Leaders
to highlight Sea Grant extension projects. Other topics have included marine
education, aquacuture, and Sea Grant involvement in the water quality project
NEMO (Nonpoint Education for Municipal Officials).

Wildlife Viewing
In the second issue of Alaska Seas & Coasts, wildlife tour captain/Homer MAP agent



Terry Johnson explains the federal laws covering marine wildlife viewing, and offers
useful tips on how to safely and responsibly observe coastal wildlife, including
whales, pinnipeds, coastal birds, and tidepool invertebrates.

In response to an Alaska Sea Grant press release on the articles, Johnson has
received positive comments from people all over Alaska. One respondent, an avid
kayaker and conservationist, was stunned to find out that kayaks are disturbing to
seabirds on cliffs. In the past she thought she was doing the right thing by
approaching quietly and slowly. By reading the article on kayaking, she learned that
while a huge number of kittiwakes lifting off a cliff may be a "magnificent" sight,
many eggs or young can be lost as the parents inadvertently knock them off when
they take flight.

Alaska Seas & Coasts can be downloaded as a PDF or ordered from the Alaska Sea
Grant online bookstore; paper copies are available for $3.00. Subscriptions are
free—call 888-789-0090.

Charter Log
The January 2006 issue of the Charter Log newsletter was mailed to about 1,800
Alaska charter operators, and is available online in PDF format. Editor Terry Johnson
reported on halibut management, release of caught rockfish, an online wildlife
viewing survey, and other topics to keep the industry informed.

Crab Enhancement Workshop
Alaska Sea Grant hosted the "Alaska Crab Enhancement and Rehabilitation
Workshop" in Kodiak, March 14–16. More than 70 people attended the workshop, a
groundbreaking effort toward enhancing Alaska crab fishery stocks. Sea Grant will
publish the proceedings of the meeting.

World experts in enhancement of king crabs and other large crustaceans were on
hand to share their successes. Commercial fisherman and researcher Ted Ames of
Stonington, Maine, gave the keynote presentation, highlighting lobster fishermen's
success building a hatchery. "I'm here because we lobstermen built a hatchery to
restock lobsters that have become depleted in mid-coast Maine," he said. Because
there was no federal funding available for the hatchery, local fishermen put their
resources together and sought support from banks, churches, lobster dealers, and
cooperatives. Their new state-of-the-art hatchery will provide 150,000 juvenile
lobsters yearly for 915 lobster fishermen. They will restock the nursery areas and
hopefully rebuild the stocks, although it will take time. A lobster will grow to
recruitment size in seven years.

Ames urged the Kodiak workshop participants to keep pushing forward if they want
more king crab. Brad Stevens, of the NOAA Kodiak Fisheries Research Center, and
workshop steering committee member, noted that Alaska industry people who
attended the workshop were enthusiastic and would like to see grant money going



toward crab enhancement.

Copper River Knowledge
System
Alaska Sea Grant organized the workshop "Building a Copper River Knowledge
System through Partnerships," held in Anchorage in March. It was a productive
gathering of about 100 residents, Native elders, fishery managers, researchers, and
commercial, dip net, and sport fishermen from the Copper River drainage area. This
meeting is the second held to coordinate an approach to the watershed as an
undivided natural landscape, with the long-range goal of sustaining the valuable wild
salmon population.

After presentations, breakout sessions were held so that participants could develop
projects and partnerships, and seek funding in the topic areas of habitat, wild and
enhanced stock interactions, and research data gaps.

The Ecotrust Copper River Program is the key sponsor of the effort, represented by
RJ Kopchak, with further support from Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Alaska
Sea Grant, Copper River Watershed Project, Cordova District Fishermen United,
Prince William Sound Science Center, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, and Wrangell–St. Elias National Park.

Habitat Mapping Technology
Workshop
Alaska Sea Grant will hold a workshop in spring 2007 on "Marine Habitat Mapping
Technology for Alaska" and produce a synthesis report, funded by a grant from the
North Pacific Research Board. The workshop will host experts on technologies and
tools used for marine habitat mapping and seafloor habitat classification, and will
focus on the Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea/Aleutians, and Arctic Ocean. Target
participants for the workshop are coastal community leaders, commercial fishing
and nongovernment organizations, researchers, and fishery managers. The
workshop, and follow-up CD or book, will provide an improved information base for
ecosystem approaches to fisheries management. Brian Allee and Jennifer Reynolds
will oversee the project.

Stock Assessment Book
Alaska Sea Grant is selling copies of A Guide to Fisheries Stock Assessment: From
Data to Recommendations, by Andrew B. Cooper, published by New Hampshire Sea
Grant. The 44-page book tells how stock assessment scientists and managers use
mathematical models to convert data into fishery harvest recommendations, in an
easy-to-understand format. It is designed to clarify the stock assessment process
for fishermen, regulators, science journalists, and others interested in the fishing



industry. A glossary is included. The book price is $7.00.

South Korea Sea Grant
South Korea has developed its own Sea Grant legislation and in 2005 established
the first university-based Sea Grant center, Busan Sea Grant Consortium at Korea
Maritime University. The new program, a milestone for the development of Sea
Grant International, is founded on the U.S. National Sea Grant College Program
model. Korea's Busan Broadcasting visited the National Sea Grant office and several
Sea Grant programs in December 2005 to make a documentary film on the U.S.
National Sea Grant program. For more information on Sea Grant International see
www.magazine.noaa.gov/stories/mag186.htm.
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Sea Week Grant Funded
The Alaska Department of Education and Early Development has granted $194,000
per year for three years to Alaska Sea Grant for updating and expanding the Alaska
Sea/River Week Curriculum guides, which were published by Alaska Sea Grant in
the 1980s. Experienced teachers and science education experts will participate in
the rigorous process of development workshops, writing, curriculum design, and
classroom testing. Alaska Science Content Standards and Grade Level Expectations
will be incorporated. Marla Brownlee, director of the Professional Education Center
at UAS, wrote the proposal and will be involved in the effort. Brian Allee is the PI.

Partners are Alaska Sea Grant, Center for Alaska Coastal Studies, Alaska Ocean
Observing System, Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Alaska Science Consortium,
Juneau Schools, Lower Kuskokwim Schools, and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough
School District. The revised K–8 curriculum guides will be published and
disseminated to teachers by mid-2009.

Marine Data Web Site
Cordova MAP agent Torie Baker recently facilitated a session to beta test the new
Prince William Sound section of the Alaska Ocean Observing System (AOOS) Web
site. The huge site, www.aoos.org, draws on hundreds of weather models, NOAA
buoy data, and satellite ocean observations to provide a one-stop source for marine
weather and other information. It is designed for all marine users—researchers,
teachers, fishermen, processors, tendermen, shippers, kayakers, aviators, and
recreation and subsistence users.

Baker rounded up a group of beta testers in Cordova and helped guide them in a
three-hour Webcast tutorial. Users in Cordova, Whittier, and Valdez logged on to a
Web site with a PowerPoint while each was linked by audio to AOOS presenters in
Anchorage to ask questions and give feedback to the Web design team—Otina Fox
and Rob Cermack of SFOS.

Baker can provide AOOS Web demonstrations to groups and individuals on request.



In partnership with MAP, AOOS will host user tutorials as more of the site comes
online throughout the state.

Awards
Alaska Sea Grant administrative assistant Melissa Tyson was awarded a $500
scholarship by the Polar Chapter of the International Association of Administrative
Professionals (IAAP). Tyson competed by writing an essay on professional
development goals. She will use the scholarship to take UAF courses toward
becoming an IAAP Certified Administration Professional.

Doug Schneider will receive a certificate of recognition from Sigmi Xi Alaska
Chapter, for his "exemplary contributions to public understanding of science through
science reporting."

The Association for Communication Excellence (ACE) awarded first place to Alaska
Sea Grant's book Biological Field Techniques for Lithodid Crabs, by W. Donaldson
and S. Byersdorfer of ADFG. The book Common Edible Seaweeds in the Gulf of
Alaska, by Dolly Garza, won a bronze award from ACE.

Aid for Fishermen
Alaska Sea Grant raised more than $5700 for the Alaska Fishing Industry Relief
Mission (AFIRM), representing 10% of publication sales from November through
April. The money will help fishing communities devastated by hurricanes Katrina and
Rita.

Alaska OCS Public Forum
Rick Steiner organized and hosted the Alaska OCS Public Forum in Anchorage on
March 29. The multi-perspective forum was held to discuss the U.S. Minerals
Management Service's Draft 5-Year Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Leasing Plan for
2007-2012, which proposes to expand oil and gas drilling off the coast of Alaska.
The forum focused on the Beaufort and Chukchi seas, Bristol Bay, and Cook Inlet.
The meeting was sponsored by the Alaska Oceans Program, Alaska Sea Grant
Marine Advisory Program, Cook Inlet Keeper, Sierra Club, Pacific Environment, the
Ocean Foundation, and others.

VMS Workshop
MAP's FishBiz program sponsored a workshop at ComFish Kodiak on the use and
requirements of vessel monitoring systems (VMS). VMS allows the NOAA Office of
Law Enforcement to monitor fishing vessels via satellite, and fishermen increasingly
find VMS useful for safety, business management, and communicating. VMS is
required on many fishing vessels permitted for pollock, Pacific cod, and Atka
mackerel, when the fisheries are open, to monitor fishing restrictions in Steller sea



lion protection areas.

Greg Fisk, fisheries contractor hired for the MAP FishBiz program, helped arrange
the workshop, and Quentin Fong hosted it. Ben Muse, NOAA Fisheries, and Bill
Benning, Marine Exchange of Alaska, were presenters. The workshop was held in
response to fishermen who reported a need for more information on VMS, at the fall
2005 MAP annual meeting.

2007 Coastal Calendar
Alaska Sea Grant's beautiful new 2007 Alaska Coastal Calendar is in stock. The new
calendar features research by SFOS scientists and others. Many of the outstanding
photos were taken by UAF staff as well—Kevin Raskoff's deep-sea siphonophore,
Russ Hopcroft's ice divers, and Eloise Brown's sea anemone, etc. Other photo
subjects are Inupiaq whale hunters, the Porcupine caribou herd, and irresistible
polar bears. To order a calendar call 888-789-0090, or order online. Price is $12.

Quality Workshop
MAP organized three On-Board Salmon Quality Handling workshops in April—in
Cordova, Petersburg, and Wrangell. In Cordova Torie Baker hosted 23 attendees.
Mark Buckley of Digital Observer, Inc., Dave Loutrel of Wild Salmon Direct, and
others presented information on regional and direct marketing, vessel improvement
financing, and business assistance. Baker says "Cordova salmon fisheries have a
legacy of high fish quality; these speakers found an enthusiastic reception for the
many innovative ideas they shared with the audience."

In Petersburg Sunny Rice hosted the workshop, where Buckley, Chuck Crapo, Geoff
Whistler from Alaska Division of Investments, and local gillnetter George Meintel
gave talks to about 15 people. In Wrangell, about 20 people attended the training,
which was co-hosted by Southeast Alaska Rainforest Wild, the Regional Seafood
Development Association for Southeast Alaska. "Audience members were very
receptive to the information. Professional pride motivates them to produce a high-
quality product. Several expressed a desire to see financial or other incentives to
help motivate other members of the fleet," said Rice.

Leadership Institute
Eleven students were selected for the Alaska Seafood Processing Leadership
Institute (ASPLI) for 2006–2007. The students, all employed in seafood processing,
started the institute with a two-week training session in April, in Kodiak, taught by
Don Kramer, Chuck Crapo, Quentin Fong, and Brian Himelbloom. This summer the
students will work with their mentors in processing plants around the state, and
MAP faculty will be available to them as well. A second training session will be held
in Anchorage in October, when MAP will bring in experts from outside agencies to
present on topics such as human resources and fish selling and shipping. After



completing the program, the students will travel in March 2007 to the International
Boston Seafood Show and to Iceland to see available technology and cold climate
fish processing plants in another nation.

The mission of the Alaska Seafood Processing Leadership Institute is to identify and
foster individuals who can become leaders in the seafood processing industry. The
students are from Unalakleet, Nome, Akiachak, Palmer, Quinhagak, Homer,
Petersburg, Juneau, Kodiak, and Naknek, all communities that have been adversely
affected by the downturn of the Alaska salmon industry.

ASPLI is sponsored by the Alaska Department of Commerce, Community and
Economic Development, through funds made possible by the State of Alaska's
Fisheries Revitalization Strategy, and by the Marine Advisory Program.

5-Year Assessment
The Alaska Sea Grant Program Assessment is scheduled for Sept. 9–15, 2006, to be
held in Fairbanks and Anchorage.
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Marine Research Plan
National Sea Grant/NOAA announced they will fund Alaska Sea Grant's proposal
Unifying the Vision: Advancing an Alaskan Regional Marine Research Plan. Principal
investigators are Brian Allee and Keith Criddle. Funding will be $125,000 per year
for two years, and $50,000 per year for an additional three years. Alaska Sea Grant,
in partnership with the governor's Ocean Policy Cabinet, working with ocean policy
coordinator Heather Brandon, as well as other agencies, will develop a marine
research plan for Alaska focusing ecosystem-based research, technology transfer,
and outreach on priority marine issues.

Crab Enhancement
Alaska Sea Grant hired Celeste Leroux as an undergraduate intern to work with the
Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery in Seward, on Sea Grant's Red King Crab
Enhancement and Rehabilitation Initiative. She will be a master's student in fall
2006 with Brenda Konar. Sara Persselin, a NOAA fisheries biologist, is planning to
start her Ph.D. research with Konar on red king crab in January 2007.

Subsistence Poster
Alaska Sea Grant's new Southwestern Alaska Subsistence Poster has been printed.
This colorful poster, with harvest seasons for 39 subsistence plants and animals
used by Yupik Natives in Southwestern Alaska, educates about Alaska Native ways.

Created by UAF student artist Frankie Mercado, the poster was the winner in a
graphic arts competition at UAF in Fairbanks. Names of harvested species, in English
and Yup'ik, were compiled by UAF students enrolled in a fisheries class in
Southwestern Alaska. The Bristol Bay Native Association and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Office of Subsistence Management sponsored the project. Dillingham
MAP agent Liz Brown oversaw development of the poster. The 9 x 33 poster is
available in the Sea Grant office for $5.00.



Selendang Ayu Book
Alaska Sea Grant's new book The Selendang Ayu Oil Spill: Lessons Learned, edited
by Reid Brewer, was just released. It includes thirteen articles by presenters at the
Aleutian Life Forum conference in August 2005, and essays by nonfiction writer
Nancy Deschu.

On December 8, 2004, the Malaysian freighter Selendang Ayu went aground and
broke in half at Skan Bay off Unalaska Island in the Aleutians. The accident released
336,000 gallons of oil and 66,000 tons of soybeans. Six crew members died during
a rescue attempt. State and federal agencies responded quickly to minimize the
damage and loss of life caused by the wreckage and the spill. This book is the story
of their efforts and the lessons to be learned from the disaster. Order your book at
seagrant.bookstore@alaska.edu. Price for the 122-page book is $15.00.

2006 Aleutian Forum
Reid Brewer is organizing the second Aleutian Life Forum to be held August 9-13,
2006. This year's theme is coastal community monitoring in the Aleutians. Brewer is
inviting representatives from monitoring programs and coastal communities and will
hold work sessions to develop protocols for monitoring in the Aleutians. Among the
invited guests are Mary Donahue, Hawaii Sea Grant (marine debris); Lisa Ka'aihue,
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens Advisory Council; and Carl Schoch, North
Pacific Research Board (SCALE project). There will also be a culture camp, Native
dance, and local tours. For more information see www.aleutianlifeforum.org.

AYK-SSI Symposium
Alaska Sea Grant and the Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Sustainable Salmon Initiative
(AYK-SSI) are organizing the symposium on Sustainability of the Arctic-Yukon-
Kuskokwim Salmon Fisheries. The meeting will be February 6–9, 2007 in Anchorage.

A partnership of Native organizations and state and federal agencies, AYK SSI
addresses salmon research and restoration needs.

Organizers are seeking contributions on the biology and ecology of salmon, human
dimensions of AYK salmon, fishery management strategies, and local fisheries
knowledge. Deadline for submitting abstracts is September 15, 2006. Alaska Sea
Grant will publish a proceedings book. For information see
seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/ayk-salmon/index.html or contact Sherri Pristash,
fyconf@uaf.edu.

Publications Awards
Alaska Sea Grant's 2006 Alaska Coastal Calendar won first place in the National
Association of Government Communicators' award competition. The book Common
Edible Seaweeds in the Gulf of Alaska, by Dolly Garza, won an Award of Excellence.



Sue Keller attended the National Association of Government Communicators
meeting in Baltimore, in May, where she accepted the awards and went to
professional development sessions.

Jen Gunderson attended the annual meeting of the Association for Communication
Excellence in Quebec City, Quebec, where she took in valuable training sessions and
accepted two gold and one bronze award for Alaska Sea Grant publications.

AFIRM Donation
Brian Allee presented a $5,800 check to the Alaska Fishing Industry Relief Mission
(AFIRM) in Anchorage, to help gulf coast fishermen devastated by hurricanes. AFIRM
chair Mark Vinsel invited Sen. Lisa Murkowski, honorary chair of the AFIRM Advisory
Committee, to the check-presenting event. Deborah Mercy took photos and Kathy
Kurtenbach set up a book display. The money is 10% of Sea Grant's November-April
publications sales.

Crested Auklets
Sea Grant–funded graduate student Hector Douglas recently presented his Ph.D.
thesis on Odors and Ornaments in Crested Auklets. He investigated the auklet's
citrus-like odor and crest as signals of mate quality. Through a negative correlation
with a stress hormone, Douglas showed that males with longer crests can better
meet the demands of reproduction.

Regarding the odorant, Douglas's studies supported three hypotheses: (1) it is a
chemical defense against ectoparasites, (2) it is a basis for mate selection, and (3)
odor production is aided by steroid sex hormones.

Douglas's findings suggest that crested auklets could select mates using more than
one trait, and that multiple ornaments could give messages about mate quality.
Douglas's faculty advisor is Alan Springer.

Pacific Herring
Graduate student Naoki Tojo, funded by Alaska Sea Grant, recently received his
master's degree in fisheries. Tojo used models to understand spawning variability of
northern Bristol Bay herring and their annual migration throughout the Eastern
Bering Sea. Through spatiotemporal analysis and classic statistics, he found
significant relationships between herring spawning variability and spring
environment variability. Tojo concluded that ocean temperature near the ice edge in
spring, which is controlled by atmospheric pressure gradients over the North Pacific
Ocean, is the main source of year-to-year variability of herring migration and spawn
timing in northern Bristol Bay. Tojo's faculty advisor is Gordon Kruse.

Extension/Communications



Brian Allee and Kurt Byers attended Sea Grant Outreach: Partnering in Puerto Rico,
a joint workshop and business meeting of the national Sea Grant network's
extension and communication leaders held in Puerto Rico. Allee is the Sea Grant
Association liaison to the Extension Assembly, and Byers is chair of the national Sea
Grant Communicators Steering Committee. Byers led organization of the
communicators' meeting and was on the joint session planning committee.

The workshop focus was to develop strategies to educate Congress on the national
value of Sea Grant. The two Sea Grant initiatives being presented to Congress for
fiscal year 2007 are Resilient Coastal Communities and Safe and Sustainable
Seafood.

The communicators also held professional development sessions, including a
workshop on evaluating communication efforts presented by Shawn Rowe of Oregon
Sea Grant. Joe Cone of Oregon Sea Grant presented results of a communicators
survey on evaluation techniques. Jamie Krauk of National Sea Grant reported on the
National Sea Grant Library and the search for a new National Sea Grant director.
Nick Zlonis of Minnesota Sea Grant talked about using the Web to communicate
internally and externally.
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BP Partnership Intern
Alaska Sea Grant and BP have established a jointly funded graduate student
internship, in partnership with UA faculty researchers. Intern projects will be
selected on the basis of BP priorities and fit with Alaska Sea Grant mission. The
2007 project will involve wetlands revegetation on the Alaska North Slope.

We Have Moved!
Alaska Sea Grant moved the Fairbanks headquarters to an off-campus location at
the Wells Fargo Building, 794 University Ave. Please stop by to visit.

Birding in Southwest Alaska
Bethel MAP agent Terry Reeve coordinated a Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta bird inventory
in June, the first step in setting up birder outings as part of village ecotourism.
Teams went to Chevak, Scammon Bay, St. Mary's, and Quinhagak to inventory
birding potential.

Karla Hart, of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, was the coordinator.
Partners include the American Birding Association, Wings Inc., Smithsonian
Institution, and experienced Alaska resident birders. Funding support is from the
federal Economic Development Administration, Alaska Rural Tourism program, and
City of Bethel, with some transportation provided by Alaska Airlines. Reeve assisted
in planning and logistics.

Coordinators will set up an infrastructure to bring birders to the region from around
the world, to watch birds and hire guides, transportation, and lodging in bed and
breakfasts.

Project Support
Alaska Sea Grant funded Brenda Konar's student, Tracie Merrill, to participate in a
cruise that complements Konar's work on walrus foraging in the Bering Sea,



including impacts of receding ice conditions.

Recently Alaska Sea Grant supported a project to record killer whales attacking fur
seals in the Bering Sea. Alan Springer and graduate student Kelly Newman will use
recording equipment from Cornell University's School of Ornithology.

Alaska Sea Grant also supported a study on susceptibility of Alaska clams to QPX
disease, by Ralph Elston of the Pacific Shellfish Institute, and Peter Becker, technical
director for a shellfish growing business in Washington.

Crab Enhancement
Sixteen female and sixteen male red king crabs from Alitak Bay, Kodiak Island, will
be used as brood stock in an Alaska Sea Grant crab fishery enhancement project.
Phyllis Shoemaker, of SFOS, is caring for the adult crabs at the Seward Marine
Center Laboratory. Looking ahead to identifying the origin of the crabs at harvest
time, Brian Allee met with Jim and Lisa Seeb of the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game. They offered their lab and expertise for single nucleotide polymorphism
genotyping.

New Books
The third edition of Planning Seafood Cold Storage, by Ed Kolbe, Don Kramer, and
Joe Junker, was recently published by Alaska Sea Grant. The book focuses on
custom-built walk-in freezers, one-million-pounds and smaller. Kolbe and Junker
offer engineering expertise, and Kramer contributes information on optimum
seafood quality. See seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/MAB-46.html, 78 pages,
$10.00.

Sea Lions of the World, edited by A.W. Trites, S.K. Atkinson, D.P. DeMaster, L.W.
Fritz, T.S. Gelatt, L.D. Rea, and K.M. Wynne, was published by Alaska Sea Grant.
The peer-reviewed book is the proceedings of the 22nd Wakefield Fisheries
Symposium. Authors discuss fluctuation of sea lion populations, parasites,
contaminants, nutrition, pup survival, foraging, and wintering. See
seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/AK-SG-06-01.html, 662 pages, $50.00.

Food Technologists
Alaska Sea Grant was well represented at the Institute of Food Technologists (IFT)
annual meeting in Orlando, Florida, in June. Don Kramer organized the student
paper competition for the Aquatic Food Products Division (AFPD), Brian Allee
discussed the Sea Grant sustainable seafood initiative at a reception, and Liz Brown
presented her paper on Common Mistakes in Seafood HACCP and was elected to the
AFPD Executive Committee.

Jiaqi Huang, Sea Grant–funded master's student at FITC, earned second place in the
student competition for his paper on pollock skin protein hydrolysate coatings.



Subramaniam Sathivel, assistant professor at FITC, is Huang's advisor. Jill
Chantarachoti got third place for her paper on ethanol levels in canned pink salmon.
Alex Oliveira is Chantarachoti's advisor.

Research Academy
Alaska Sea Grant cohosted a marine science class for UAF's Alaska Summer
Research Academy in July, at the Kasitsna Bay Lab. Nine high school students from
Alaska and other states completed the class. Ann Knowlton of SFOS was the lead
instructor, assisted by Nick Harmon, marine biology graduate student, and Andrea
Chin, a high school science teacher from Unalakleet. Alaska Sea Grant provided a
rural student scholarship to Katya Wassillie of White Mountain.

Alaska Oceans Festival
Communications designer Dave Partee staffed the Sea Grant booth at the Alaska
Oceans Festival in Anchorage, in June, sharing a tent with Carin Bailey of SFOS.
Terry Johnson, Julie Carpenter, and Angela Camos helped, selling books, answering
questions, and working on educational activities with children.

Seabird Deterrents
In June Sunny Rice presented research results on seabird avoidance gear to the
North Pacific Fishery Management Council in Kodiak. In 2003–2004, Rice and Torie
Baker worked with small-boat longliners to try alternatives to required seabird
avoidance devices. This work led to the production of modified lightweight streamer
lines for 2005 trials. Both projects were funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Ed Melvin, of Washington Sea Grant, in the 1990s developed tactics to reduce
seabird bycatch in Pacific Northwest fisheries, including the streamer deterrents. For
his work, Melvin received the NOAA Sustainable Fisheries Leadership Award in
Science, Research and Technology, for cooperative research with the fishing
industry. Melvin's project helped reduce seabird bycatch by at least 80 percent in
Alaska fisheries and is inspiring global adoption of seabird avoidance methods.

Award
Alaska Sea Grant's 2006 Alaska Coastal Calendar won an APEX 2006 Award of
Excellence, in the design category. Dave Partee designed the calendar.

Dangerous Territory
Deborah Mercy provided video footage for use in a documentary for The History
Channel titled "Alaska: Dangerous Territory," which aired in July. Mercy shot the
rough weather footage in 2005 on a red king crab catcher/processor in Bristol Bay.



Coming Events
Aleutian Life Forum, Aug. 10–13, 2006, Unalaska.

Alaska Sea Grant Program Assessment, Sept. 10–14, 2006, Fairbanks and
Anchorage.

Alaska's Fishing Communities: Harvesting the Future, Sept. 21–22, 2006,
Anchorage.

Resiliency of Gadid Stocks to Fishing and Climate Change, Oct. 31–Nov. 3,
2006, Anchorage.

Sustainability of the Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Salmon Fisheries, Feb. 6–9,
2007, Anchorage. Abstract submission deadline is Sept. 15.

International Smoked Seafood Products Conference, March 5–7, 2007,
Anchorage, and Smoked Seafood Workshop, March 8–10, 2007, Indian.

Benthic Habitat Mapping Workshop, April 2–4, 2007, Anchorage.
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Program Assessment
Alaska Sea Grant's five-year program assessment took place September 10–14. The
assessment team gave Alaska Sea Grant high marks, complimenting staff teamwork
and the 2001–2006 Briefing Book; touting the 2004–2010 Strategic Plan and the
communications effort including publications, videos, and the Web, as the best in
the nation; and describing the Advisory Committee as one of the most high-powered
among Sea Grant programs. Acknowledging the outstanding Marine Advisory
Program, the team recommended expanding MAP agents in the state, especially
Juneau, colocating with NOAA Fisheries. The seabird deterrent extension work with
small-boat longliners was judged a Best Management Practice.

The assessment meetings began in Anchorage with presentations by director Brian
Allee, and continued onboard Stan Stephens' tour boat in Prince William Sound with
talks on projects related to the region. Further events in Anchorage and Fairbanks
included panel presentations and posters by MAP faculty and others who contributed
to and benefited from Alaska Sea Grant projects. About 72 people presented on
Alaska Sea Grant's accomplishments, from the seafood industry, state government,
Alaska Sea Grant Advisory Committee, University of Alaska, Native organizations,
and extension, including Alan Austerman, Governor Murkowski's fisheries policy
advisor. Alaska Sea Grant is proud to have so many supporters and is very
appreciative of their efforts.

The assessment team was appointed by the National Sea Grant Office: Ron Baird,
past director, National Sea Grant; Frank Kudrna, Kudrna & Associates; Michael
Morrissey, director, Oregon State University Seafood Laboratory; Jerry Schubel,
CEO, Aquarium of the Pacific; and LaDon Swann, director, Mississippi-Alabama Sea
Grant. Megan Agy, Alaska Sea Grant's program monitor from the National Sea Grant
Office, also attended.

New Publications
Alaska Sea Grant recently published the 48-page book How to Make a Directed



Transfer of Your Fishing Business, by Petersburg MAP agent Sunny Rice. It tells
fishermen how to keep their fishing business in the family or in their community,
after retiring. By encouraging established fishermen to pass on their business skills,
this book also helps foster the next generation of Alaska fishermen. Price is $5.

Alaska Sea Grant also published its Project Directory 2006–2008, 16 pp.;
Implementation Plan 2006–2008, 48 pp.; and Strategic Plan 2004–2010, 62 pp.
They are available at no cost, (907) 474-6707.

Communities Conference
Finding ways to preserve and enhance fishing, as an important part of the coastal
Alaska economy, is the subject of the conference Alaska's Fishing Communities:
Harvesting the Future, to be held in Anchorage September 21–22. It is a forum for
community residents to exchange ideas about the seafood industry in Alaska's
coastal communities, and develop strategies to sustain fishing for the next
generation.

Speakers at the 2006 meeting include Chandrika Sharma from India; John Kearney
of Nova Scotia, Canada; Stephanie Madsen, chair of the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council; and Alan Austerman, Fisheries Policy Advisor, Office of the
Governor.

The conference is sponsored by NOAA Fisheries Alaska Region, Alaska Sea Grant
Marine Advisory Program, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, and Gulf of Alaska Coastal Communities Coalition.
Contributors include Aleutian Pribilof Island Community Development Association,
Norquest Seafoods, Sitka Sound Seafoods, and Ocean Beauty Seafoods.

The audience for the conference includes fishermen, municipal and tribal
representatives, seafood processors, business owners, and economic planners. For
more information see seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/fish-com2.

Steiner Advises on Spill
MAP conservation specialist Rick Steiner spent two weeks in Lebanon in late August,
helping the Lebanese government assess the environmental damage caused by a
massive oil spill in the region. As a result of Steiner's interview with the San
Francisco Bay Independent Media Center, several articles on the spill, featuring
interviews with Steiner, have appeared in international online media outlets and
newspapers, including OneWorld.net, Middle East Times, All Headline News, the
Anchorage Daily News, and the San Francisco Chronicle, among others.

Assistants Hired by MAP
MAP recently hired assistants for coastal offices, under the USDA-supported
Intensive Technical Assistance (ITA) program for salmon fishermen. Virginia Thomas



was hired in Cordova, and Val Caesar came on board in Dillingham. Thomas is a
former U.S. Coast Guard officer, and Caesar is from the Caribbean area and is
taking a break from her career as an English teacher. They are providing support in
the MAP offices as well as for ITA. ITA is a continuation of the Trade Adjustment
Assistance program, focused on one-on-one consultation with fishermen, and on
salmon quality and fishing business workshops.

Environmental Mapping
Unalaska MAP agent Reid Brewer participated in a monthlong research cruise in July,
coordinated by the Department of Environmental Conservation, Environmental
Protection Agency, and SFOS, on contaminant and biodiversity studies in the
Aleutians. The diving crew sampled 25 sites as part of DEC's Environmental Mapping
and Assessment Program (EMAP). Also on the cruise were Steven Jewett, Max
Hoberg, Heloise Chenelot, and Shawn Harper, all of SFOS. This season's cruise was
from Tigalda to the Islands of Four Mountains, in the eastern Aleutians. The program
will sample the western Aleutians in 2007. EMAP's goal is to provide a cost-effective
method to characterize Alaska's coastal and surface waters.

Aleutian Life Forum
Reid Brewer reports that the 2006 Aleutian Life Forum, held August 10–13, was a
huge success. Twenty-five speakers presented at the Unalaska meeting,
representing monitoring and other organizations from Alaska, Washington, and
California. More than 100 people attended. The objectives of the meeting were to
take steps in establishing a community-based monitoring program to observe long-
term changes in Alaska's coastlines, continue to develop relationships between
researchers and community members, and promote cultural integration.

The meeting has already paid off in a real scenario. Three weeks after the Aleutian
Life Forum, thousands of dead short-tailed shearwaters washed up on the beaches
of Unalaska. Without knowing the cause, community members rallied to better
understand what had happened. At the Aleutian Life Forum, Julia Parrish, with the
Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team (COASST), gave a talk about
monitoring beaches, including looking for, measuring, and tagging stranded birds.
Unalaska volunteers hit the beaches with the COASST protocol in hand and have
been monitoring beaches every four days since. Brewer hopes to integrate this
protocol on a once-a-month basis after the shearwaters disappear, and there is a
big potential to integrate other protocols that were discussed at ALF as well.

For more information on the meeting, see aleutianlifeforum.org. Alaska Sea Grant
will produce a proceedings of the 2006 Aleutian Life Forum.

Military Appreciation
Alaska Sea Grant staff prepared 1,200 oysters for Military Appreciation Day, August



17, in Fairbanks. About 4,000 soldiers, military families, the public, and dignitaries
attended.

Books to Hooper Bay
Alaska Sea Grant sent 30 books to the Hooper Bay Book Days project, to replenish
books that were lost in a village fire that burned the school last month. Among the
books were field guides, Ocean Treasure, Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, and
Discovering Alaska Salmon.

National Sea Grant
Leon Cammen was recently appointed director of NOAA's National Sea Grant College
Program. Cammen has been with Sea Grant since 1990 and has served as acting
director since the retirement of Ron Baird in February 2006. Cammen was Alaska
Sea Grant's program monitor for several years.
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Young Fishermen
MAP agent Sunny Rice is the key organizer for the Alaska Young Fishermen's
Summit: Weaving a Network of Future Fishing Leaders, to be held January 25–26,
2007, in Anchorage. The conference invites fishermen under 40, or in the business
for less than five years, to build leadership capacity in business management,
fisheries management, and understanding the role of Alaska seafood in the world
marketplace and the importance of producing a quality product. As Alaska's
established commercial fishing fleet retires, the next generation will be responsible
for supporting much of the coastal economy. The conference will help prepare that
next generation. For more information see seagrant.uaf.edu/map/workshops
/2007/ayfs/index.html.

Assessment Report
Alaska Sea Grant has received a glowing report based on Alaska Sea Grant's five-
year assessment, from the program assessment team appointed by the National Sea
Grant office. The team singled out five best management practices: (1)
development of a seabird deterrent gear for small longline vessels; (2) the Alaska
Sea Grant communications enterprise: publications, video production, radio, and the
Lowell Wakefield annual symposia which "provide a rich array of vehicles for
connecting with diverse users"; (3) the Alaska National Ocean Sciences Bowl
requirement for a research paper; (4) research and outreach on Steller sea lions and
their prey and predators, near Kodiak Island; and (5) the shellfish
aquaculture/oyster project in which MAP engaged state regulators, coastal
communities, and the Alaska Legislature to increase participation in shellfish
aquaculture.

The team was impressed with the large number of working partnerships Alaska Sea
Grant has. They commended the program on outside funding, program planning,
project selection, community-based informal education such as in Unalaska, and the
large number of testimonials that demonstrate the program is engaged with Alaska
communities.



New Publication
MAP agent Torie Baker authored a new Alaska Sea Grant bulletin, Tips for Direct
Marketers: The Onboard DEC Inspection, for Alaska fishermen with direct market
permits. The publication informs captains of small vessels who process their own
fish how to prepare for a Department of Environmental Conservation inspection.
Paperwork must be in order, and operators must demonstrate that they follow
hazard analysis and sanitation protocols. Single copies of the six-page bulletin are
free; call (888) 789-0090.

All-MAP Meeting
The Marine Advisory Program held its annual all-staff meeting in Juneau October
2–3. Shawn Rowe, Oregon Sea Grant Extension, offered a workshop on Evaluating
Extension Programs. In addition, four guest speakers from Juneau shared statewide
perspective and issues—Scott Miller and Meilani Schijvens from the McDowell Group,
discussing seafood and tourism; K. Kosti from the Nature Conservancy, discussing
their shoreline mapping program; and Alaska Senator Kim Elton. MAP faculty and
staff hosted a lunch for the SFOS Fisheries Division faculty, staff, and graduate
students. An evening all-Alaska potluck, overseen by chef Chuck Crapo, was held at
UAS. During the evening, soon-to-retire MAP faculty Dolly Garza was celebrated by
her colleagues with kind words and reflections, as well as a seal-gut basket gift.

Fishing Communities Meeting
Held
The conference Alaska Fishing Communities: Harvesting the Future took place in
Anchorage September 21–22. Residents of Alaska coastal villages, fishermen,
government officials, and others involved in the fishing economy gathered to talk
about the economic sustainability of fishing communities, highlighting the worldwide
marketplace, management, and making opportunities available to the next
generation. About 170 people from 29 communities participated, with speakers from
India, Nova Scotia, and Alaska, including a presentation by Torie Baker on the
Cordova Fish Committee. The meeting was organized by Alaska Sea Grant Marine
Advisory Program and others.

Linda Behnken of the Alaska Longline Fishermen's Association proposed
management changes. "Managers need to stop writing fishery plans that favor fast-
paced or capital-intensive systems, with a small sliver set aside for those who follow
a different tradition, and instead design management programs focused on fostering
sustained or expanded participation by independent community-based fishermen,"
she said.

Media activity included post-meeting radio discussions by Paula Cullenberg, MAP
leader; Sue Aspelund, Alaska Department of Fish and Game; and Nicole Kimball,
North Pacific Fishery Management Council, which aired on the call-in show Coffee



Break, hosted by KCHU-Valdez Public Radio. Audio of the radio show, video of
keynote speakers Chandrika Sharma and John Kearney, and PDFs of several
PowerPoint presentations are viewable at seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/fish-
com2/agenda.html.

MAP Leader Activities
MAP leader Paula Cullenberg talked about Alaska Sea Grant at the Pacific Fisheries
Legislative Task Force meeting in Seward, in September. The task force is a group
of state legislators from California, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Alaska. Several
other Alaska agencies were there to tell about their programs.

Cullenberg also is participating in the UAF Provost's 2006–2007 Academic
Leadership Institute. This small group of UAF people meet monthly to discuss
leadership issues.

Sea Ranching Meeting
Brian Allee, Celeste Leroux, and Sara Persselin attended the Third International
Symposium on Stock Enhancement and Sea Ranching in Seattle, in October.
University of Maryland staff gave a coded-wire demonstration using blue king crab
specimens from Persselin's project at the NOAA Kodiak lab.

Advisory Committee
The annual Alaska Sea Grant Advisory Committee meeting will be held November
8–9 in Anchorage. The Sea Grant management team and Advisory Committee will
discuss research needs, in anticipation of the RFP Sea Grant will distribute in
December. Director Brian Allee is looking forward to a high percentage of members
in attendance.

Sea/River Week Workshop
Alaska Sea Grant will host a Sea/River Week meeting November 9–10, in
Anchorage. People attending the meeting include Brian Allee, Kurt Byers, and Sherri
Pristash of Alaska Sea Grant, Marla Brownlee of UAS, and the Alaska Sea/River
Week advisory board: Peggy Cowan, superintendent, Juneau School District; Marilyn
Sigman, executive director, Center for Alaskan Costal Studies; Linda Frame,
instructional services coordinator, Juneau School District; Stephanie Hoag, retired
educator; Sidney Stephens, University of Alaska Fairbanks; Angela Lunda, principal,
Harborview School, Juneau; Sue Baxter, retired educator; and Trish Herminghaus,
Anchorage School District. The main task will be to finalize the framework for the
curriculum—deciding the topics to be addressed at each grade level, the essential
questions to be answered, and the introductory stories.

The Sea/River Week curriculum is being revised and brought up to current



standards. The new digitally based version will be presented on a Web site with
ancillary printed materials, to be completed in 2009.

Wild Salmon Success
Terry Johnson, MAP marine recreation and tourism specialist, presented at the
fisheries event, Changing Tides: Wild Alaska Salmon, in Anchorage, October 11,
organized by Glenn Haight and others of the Alaska Department of Commerce,
Community and Economic Development. Johnson described MAP's focus of
commercial fisheries business services into FishBiz, the multifaceted technical
assistance program. He also moderated Direct Market Operators: Lessons from
Marketing, a panel of salmon direct marketers who have received grants. Posters of
work by other MAP agents were on display.

The meeting showcased revitalization of the wild Alaska salmon industry, which was
severely crippled by competition from farmed salmon. Other sessions included
funding opportunities with a focus on the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and
presentation of a new Alaska Seafood Strategy Plan, by the McDowell Group.
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Recruiting Rural Alaskans for
Careers in Fisheries
Increasing the Number of Alaska Natives and Rural Alaskans Working in Fisheries
and Marine Sciences: Review and Recommendations is the title of a report recently
completed by MAP faculty Paula Cullenberg and Dolly Garza. The document is part
of a capacity building initiative by MAP to encourage stakeholders, educators, and
employers to work together to target rural Alaskans and Alaska Natives for
professional positions in fisheries and marine science in Alaska. Rural Alaskans face
many roadblocks in finding out about, preparing for, and getting education, training,
and jobs in fisheries and marine sciences. Garza and Cullenberg emphasize the need
for increased active recruitment of students, statewide technician training that can
"stair-step" into degree programs and advanced jobs, increased employer targeting
of rural students with intern programs leading to scholarships, education, and jobs,
and increased outreach about fishery/marine science education pathways and
employment.

Funders include Alaska Sea Grant, UAF School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, and
NOAA National Center for Coastal Ocean Science.

Following release of the report, Garza and Cullenberg convened a working meeting
in late October in Anchorage, to develop a network of agencies, universities, Alaska
Native organizations, and others to help realize the vision statement of the report,
"Native and rural Alaskans will pursue education toward professional careers in
fisheries and marine sciences, and will get jobs in these fields in Alaska at levels
equal to their demographic representation." See
www.marineadvisory.org/Marinescience for the full report.

Alaska King Crabs
Alaska Sea Grant director Brian Allee facilitated a recent meeting on the Alaska King
Crab Research and Rehabilitation Program, a growing effort to enhance the Alaska
crab fishery by raising native red and blue king crabs in hatcheries and releasing



them to the fishery.

The Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery in Seward sustained about $500,000 in flood
damage in October, including accumulation of mud, rock, and debris inside the
building, destroyed walls, and damaged heating/cooling systems, according to
hatchery manager Jeff Hetrick. While the king crab project's brood stock is housed
at the Seward Marine Center and suffered no damage in the flood, repairs and
renovation of the hatchery are key to the success of the king crab project because
the crab larvae will be reared there. The brood stock are expected to release egg
clutches in January or February 2007. Aquaculture technician Jim Swingle will be
hired at the Alutiiq Pride hatchery to care for the red king crab larvae.

According to Heather McCarty, of the Central Bering Sea Fishermen's Association, 15
female blue king crabs will be collected for brood stock from the Pribilof Islands
early this month. UAF graduate student Celeste Leroux and NOAA Fisheries
researcher Sara Persselin will be in Dutch harbor to receive the adult crabs from a
permitted fishing vessel, and to shepherd them on to Seward.

A scientific steering committee will likely be formed to plan for meeting science
objectives for the king crab project, such as larval density experiments, feeding
trials, cannibalism mitigation, determining releasable age/size, predation research,
tagging, and release simulation. Alaska Sea Grant will create an informational Web
site to help with fund-securing and education efforts.

Open House
Alaska Sea Grant will have an open house, along with University Marketing and
Publications and University of Alaska Press, December 7, 2–5 pm, at the Wells Fargo
Building, 794 University Ave., 2nd floor, Fairbanks. Come see our new offices, join
us for refreshments, and shop for books and videos. Giftwrapping is free. Visit Sea
Grant's holiday gift Web page, www.alaskaseagrant.org/holidaygifts.

Baker Reappointed to EVOSTC
PAC
Cordova Marine Advisory agent Torie Baker was reappointed to a two-year term on
the Public Advisory Committee to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council,
representing marine transportation and safety interests. The term goes from
October 2006 to September 2008. The PAC has 20 members representing
aquaculture, commercial fishing, commercial tourism, conservation, local
government, marine transportation, Native landowners, recreation users, regional
monitoring, science, sport hunting and fishing, and subsistence. Appointed by the
U.S. Secretary of the Interior, PAC members advise the Trustee Council on fund
allocation, and restoration and monitoring activities related to the oil spill.

Ketchikan Survey



The report Ketchikan Household Harvest Survey (www.kictribe.org/KICKHHS.pdf),
by Dolly Garza, Pat Petrivelli, and Kathleen Yarr, was released recently by the
Ketchikan Indian Community. Based on a comprehensive household harvest survey,
the document reports that individuals in the Ketchikan area harvest more than 90
pounds of wildlife per person per year, in contrast to the ADFG 1990s estimate of 33
pounds.

Marine Advisory agent Garza participated in the Federal Subsistence Board public
hearings on rural status for Saxman and Ketchikan. The high rate of wildlife usage
revealed in the survey could help qualify Ketchikan for rural status. Many residents
want the board to change the status of Ketchikan from nonrural to rural, which
would allow them to participate in federal subsistence hunts and fisheries.

ATIA Convention
Kurt Byers attended the Alaska Travel Industry Association Convention in Valdez, in
October. Even though the event coincided with heavy rains and flooding in
Southcentral Alaska, nearly 400 of the 500 registrants made their way to Valdez for
the three-day meeting. Byers found a wealth of ideas for new contacts in publication
sales, marine education, and seafood development.

Alternative transportation out of the city at the conclusion of the convention allowed
some lucky attendees, including Byers, to depart on a specially arranged Stan
Stephens wildlife cruise to Whittier.

ASPLI Classes
Thirteen students from eleven Alaska communities gathered in Anchorage in
October for the second session of the Alaska Seafood Processing Leadership
Institute. ASPLI is designed to foster new leaders in the seafood processing
industry.

During their week in Anchorage students learned about leadership and management
with Barbara Brown, Leadership Anchorage director. They heard about permitting
from Ernie Thomas of the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, and
Quentin Fong taught seafood marketing. Accounting, regulatory affairs, personnel,
financing, and manufacturing were covered by Charlie Sparks, UAF School of
Management.

"This was a fabulous week, packed with useful information from many sectors. The
presenters were generous with their time and desire to help during the week and in
the future," remarked one of the students on an evaluation. The students, all
currently employed in processing, are looking to advance their careers and better
their management skills. Edward Peter, from Akiachak, is working with the Akiachak
Native community to get a new smoked fish plant up and running by next season.
Justina Holstrom, of Naknek, hopes to get enough experience to start a small
processing plant there.



Next on the agenda for the group is a March 2007 trip to the International Boston
Seafood Show, and a visit to cold-climate processors in Iceland.

The ASPLI program is supported by the Alaska Department of Commerce,
Community and Economic Development, Alaska Fisheries Revitalization Strategy;
UAF FITC; and Alaska Sea Grant MAP.

Seminars at Expo
Several Marine Advisory Program–sponsored seminars are scheduled for Pacific
Marine Expo, November 15–17 in Seattle. Fishbiz seminars will be presented by Pete
Granger of Washington Sea Grant (Understanding Salmon Markets), Liz Brown
(Common Mistakes in HACCP), Greg Fisk and Torie Baker (Fishbiz Software), and
Sunny Rice (Transferring Your Fishing Business). In addition, Homer MAP agent
Terry Johnson arranged charter seminars on Charter Vessel Stability, Coping with
Rising Fuel Costs, What's Next for Alaska Halibut Charter Management, and
Developments in Coast Guard Licensing and License Prep Training. Alaska Sea Grant
will have an educational display at the event as well.
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Garza Retires
Dolly Garza, professor of fisheries, has retired from the SFOS Marine Advisory
Program. Garza was hired as a Marine Advisory agent at the University of Alaska in
1983, and worked with the public in that position in Kotzebue, Sitka, and Ketchikan.
She earned her Ph.D. in marine policy from the University of Delaware in 1996.

Garza's main focus has been on traditional use of marine resources by Alaska Native
cultures, marine mammal management, youth and family marine safety, and
intertidal foods. She has authored many publications on fish marketing, fisheries
management, marine mammal management, boating safety, coastal survival,
subsistence, and Native Alaskan health and science. She received awards for several
of her publications, including the 2003 Alaska Native Literature Award for Tlingit
Moon and Tide.

Garza is a sought-after community leader, and has served on the Marine Protected
Areas Federal Advisory Committee, The Alaska Sea Otter and Sea Lion Commission,
Sitka Marine Mammal Commission, Alaska Native Science Commission, Alaska
Marine Safety Education Association board, and the Southeast Subsistence Advisory
Council, and she has chaired several of these groups.

Garza's constituents will be happy to hear that she plans to continue similar marine
resource and community work in Southeast Alaska and neighboring British
Columbia. The Marine Advisory Program nominated Garza for professor emeritus
status.

Erosion Research
UAA graduate student Mike Hendee is working with professor Orson Smith on a Sea
Grant project titled Responses to Coastal Erosion in Alaska: A Guide for Coastal
Residents, Businesses, Resource Managers, Engineers, and Builders. Hendee, a
professional engineer employed by Michael Baker Jr., Inc., is pursuing a master of
civil engineering degree. He expects to finish the degree in May 2008.



Smith and Hendee participated in community workshops in August to prepare for
writing the book on coastal erosion responses. In Homer they presented erosion
information to community leaders and engineers who work on coastal erosion on the
Kenai Peninsula. The group discussed ways to protect coastal property without
adverse impacts on neighbors, and toured erosion control works in the area. A
public workshop also was held in Homer, attended by 56 residents.

MAP agent Liz Brown organized a similar event in Dillingham, the Coastal Hazards
Seminar, attended by Bristol Bay leaders. Following technical presentations, the
group toured the Snag Point seawall and nearby eroding shorelines. Smith and
Hendee are considering the concerns expressed at the workshops, as they develop
the guide to help Alaskans face coastal erosion problems with awareness of all their
options.

Some erosion mitigation solutions in Alaska have been effective, in response to the
unique climate and geographic causes of coastal erosion. But many mistakes have
been made in hasty, ill-advised projects, which have created conflict, undo expense,
and even acceleration of erosion. The book, expected in 2007, will address the
increased need to solve erosion problems with wisdom and a long-term community
perspective as Alaska's population grows and coastal development increases.

New Book
Just published is the first of two books on coastal erosion on Alaska Sea Grant's
docket. Coastal Erosion Responses for Alaska: Workshop Proceedings, edited by
Orson Smith, includes ten articles by coastal engineering experts presented at a
January 2006 workshop. They address coastal processes and trends that drive
shoreline retreat and coastal erosion. Topics include non-structural coastal zone
management, successfully proven constructed responses, and limitations of
constructed works. While shoreline construction in Alaska is young and unproven,
Alaskans can learn from tribulations in other parts of the world. Coastal managers
will find the information useful in making wise decisions regarding coastal erosion
responses for Alaska. 80 pages, $10.00, see seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/AK-
SG-06-03.html.

King Crab
SFOS graduate student Celeste Leroux shepherded 28 blue king crabs from St. Paul
Island to the Seward Marine Center, for the Alaska King Crab Research and
Rehabilitation Program. The program, run by Alaska Sea Grant, will develop and test
techniques to mass-culture king crab for release into the wild. The crabs, 15 egg-
bearing females and 13 males and non-egg bearing females, will serve as brood
stock and research specimens.

The Central Bering Sea Fishermen's Association secured the ADFG permit, and
contracted with fisherman Bill Widing to collect the crabs.



"CBSFA has undertaken with Aleutian Pribilof Island Community Development
Association this first critical step toward restoring blue king crab to benefit the
Bering Sea resources and our fishing-dependent communities of the Pribilof
Islands," said Heather McCarty, CBSFA blue king crab program leader. Populations
of Pribilof Island blue king crab plummeted in the early 1980s, and the fishery is
currently closed.

Advisory Committee Met
Alaska Sea Grant's fourth Advisory Committee meeting took place in Anchorage last
month, attended by 22 members, the Sea Grant management team, and some MAP
faculty and Sea Grant staff. Lawson Brigham, chair of the Arctic Council's Arctic
Marine Shipping Assessment project, spoke about the future year-round passage
through the Arctic Ocean, which will create new opportunities as well as human
impacts and new pathways for pollution. Keith Criddle, UAF Ted Stevens
Distinguished Professor of Marine Policy, gave a presentation on the Aleutians
Regional Marine Research Plan, as well as his thoughts on developing a marine
policy program at UA. The Advisory Committee helped identify research areas for
Alaska Sea Grant's upcoming RFP, for 2008–2010 funding. The RFP will be released
in early December, with preproposals due at the end of January 2007.

25th Wakefield, 2007
Ecosystems approaches to fisheries management will be the topic of the 2007
Wakefield Fisheries Symposium. Sherri Pristash will coordinate the meeting. For
more information contact fyconf@uaf.edu.

Upcoming Events
Alaska Young Fishermen's Summit: Weaving a Network of Future Fishing
Leaders, Jan. 25-26, 2007, Anchorage, seagrant.uaf.edu/map/workshops
/2007/ayfs.

Sustainability of the Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Salmon Fisheries, Feb. 6-9,
2007, Anchorage, www.aykssi.org.

Better Process Control School/HACCP/Sanitation, Feb. 2007, Anchorage,
seagrant.uaf.edu/map/haccp.

International Smoked Seafood Conference, March 5-7, 2007, Anchorage; and
Smoked Seafood Workshop, Indian Valley Meats, March 8-10, 2007,
seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/2007/smokedseafood.

Marine Habitat Mapping Technology Workshop for Alaska, April 2-4, 2007,
Anchorage, seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/2007/benthic.
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