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Shopping Cart Debuts
In December Alaska Sea Grant introduced a shopping cart program for its online
bookstore, bringing the bookstore in line with today’s world of e-commerce. The
new program allows customers to conveniently purchase educational products. Dave
Partee wrote most of the code for the shopping cart software, with other staff also
putting in many hours.

Plans to implement a shopping cart system had been discussed for several years at
Sea Grant, but we wished to avoid high expenses and the chore of revamping the
275-product Web listing. Last summer, after Partee looked at resources on the Web,
he set out to write the code himself. Starting with a basic template, Partee created a
MySQL database to store the publication information and customer orders, and
customized the shopping cart’s operation and interface using the PHP programming
language. In addition to Partee’s efforts, Adie Callahan and Kathy Kurtenbach
worked on marketing and distribution details; Carol Kaynor, Callahan, and Partee
converted publication pages for the shopping cart; and John Haverlack of SFOS set
up the secure server.

Alaska Sea Grant has offered online ordering for more than 15 years, but it involved
many steps for the customer, such as manually entering title, price, and shipping
charges. The new automated shopping cart provides convenience for the customer,
as well as efficient order processing for Sea Grant. In addition, customer credit card
information is more secure and is deleted after the order is processed. Alaska Sea
Grant fills orders for 36,000 products per year, with 15% online orders. We expect
that percentage to increase with the new, easy-to-use shopping cart.

Knauss Fellow
Seanbob Kelly will work in the NMFS Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Domestic
Fisheries Division, in Washington, D.C., for one year as a Knauss Fellow. He will
start the new position February 1. Kelly earned an M.S. in fisheries oceanography at
SFOS, working with Brenda Norcross as his advisor.



New Products
Developing Cooperatives for the Alaska Seafood Industry is a new Alaska Sea Grant
book by Glenn Haight, Andrew Crow, and Hans Geier. Cooperatives offer a business
model for Alaska seafood producers to open new markets and pool purchasing
power. This book tells about the step-by-step procedure to start a seafood
cooperative, how to manage a cooperative, federal taxation, and new generation
cooperatives. The authors have expertise in private business, economic
development, law, commercial fishing, natural resource development, and
cooperative management. This book is part of the Alaska Fisheries Business
Assistance Project, providing resources to Alaska’s fishermen, processors, and
marine-related businesses.

Alaska Sea Grant produced and mailed out the fall 2007 Charter Log newsletter in
December, edited by Terry Johnson. Handsome T-shirts featuring Ray Troll’s art that
appears on the cover of Field Guide to Sharks, Skates, and Ratfish of Alaska are
being offered for sale for $20.

Clint Atkinson, 1913–2007
Clint Atkinson, UA and Alaska Sea Grant fisheries consultant in the 1970s and early
1980s, passed away in May 2007. Atkinson guided the university's involvement as
the U.S. took over fisheries in the 200 mile zone. His main emphases were fisheries
economics and aquaculture. Atkinson had a long and distinguished career in
fisheries at the International Salmon Commission (1938–1948); Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries/U.S. Fish and Wildfire Service (1948–1956); Biological
Laboratory, Seattle (1957–1965); fishery attaché, American Embassy, Tokyo, Japan
(1966–1973); and consultant (1974–2002). He received numerous awards and his
publications span more than seventy years.

Young Fishermen’s Summit
The Alaska Young Fishermen’s Summit II, a two-day leadership symposium, was
held in December. Coordinated by Angela Camos, MAP program coordinator, the
summit featured training in business management, global seafood markets, and
how to affect fishery policy and management. Aimed at young and new Alaska
fishermen, it was attended by 65 fishermen from 26 communities.

Cora Crome, fisheries policy advisor to Governor Sarah Palin, spoke at a reception,
as did the Governor’s husband, Todd Palin. Robin Samuelsen, CEO/president of
Bristol Bay Economic Development Corporation, and Arne Fuglvog, fisheries advisor
to Sen. Lisa Murkowski, gave keynote addresses. The audience was exposed to a
perspective from the other side of the globe during a talk by Roy Cunningham of
Young’s Seafood, Edinburgh, Scotland. Cunningham spoke about buying fish from
Alaska, fishery sustainability in Europe, and carbon footprint concerns.

Among the speakers from Alaska and worldwide were Don Kramer, Glenn Haight,



and Jerry Dzugan of MAP. Alaska Sea Grant Advisory Committee members Jim
Balsiger and Dorothy Childers served on the science, fishermen, and management
panel. Organizing committee members are Sunny Rice (chair), Torie Baker, Eric
Olson, Greg Fisk, Glenn Haight, Casey Campbell, and Quentin Fong.

Many summit participants were able to attend through generous travel scholarships
provided by fishing associations and Alaska fishermen. In addition, support from
about 20 fishing and processing groups allowed conference organizers to reduce
registration fees. For more information on the summit, including photographs, visit
the summit home page.

Nome IPY Talks
As part of International Polar Year (IPY) 2007–2009, MAP and the UAF Northwest
campus have launched a speaker series in Nome. This series provides an unusual
and welcome opportunity for experts to interact with local residents. The series is
videoconferenced to rural communities and schools through the Bering Strait School
District.

Series speakers include
Susan Sugai, "Sea Ice," November 27, 2007.

Amber Lincoln, "Bering Strait Artifacts, European Museums, and World
History," January 15, 2008.

David Atkinson, "Bering Sea Storms: Not Just Leftover Typhoons," January 29,
2008.

Igor Krupnik, "The Changing Arctic: IPY and Northern Residents," February
2008.

Terrence Cole, "Mutiny, Murder and Cannibalism: The Tragic Tale of A.W.
Greely," February 29, 2008.

Gay Salisbury, "Inspiration for the Iditarod: Leonhard Seppala, Nome and the
1925 Serum Run," March 1, 2008.

Larry Kaplan, "Eskimo Languages of the Bering Strait and Beyond," April 15,
2008.

Jean Carlo, "Arctic Voices: Contemporary Art from the Circumpolar North,"
April 29, 2008.

Marine Debris in Alaska
Sherri Pristash is helping to organize the Marine Debris in Alaska workshop, to be
held in conjunction with the Alaska Forum on the Environment next month. AFE will
be at the Egan Convention Center the week of February 11, with the 2-day Marine
Debris Workshop on February 14–15. The goals of the workshop are to coordinate
and prioritize statewide marine debris removal, education, and outreach, and form a
strategy for prevention and cleanup efforts. A proceedings book that will summarize



the strategy and the workshop will be published by Alaska Sea Grant. The workshop
is sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant, the Marine Conservation Alliance Foundation, and
the NOAA Marine Debris Program.

Kodiak Energy/Fisheries
Alaska Sea Grant will host a community meeting on energy/fisheries March 21,
2008, 10–12:30, at the Kodiak High School, in conjunction with Comfish. A
summary will be presented of the March 18–19 North Aleutian Basin Energy-
Fisheries Workshop that immediately precedes it, by David Holt, Bodø University,
Norway. Dan Sharp, from Minerals Management Service, will describe the permit
process; Gregg Nady, Shell Exploration and Production Company, will speak about
oil and gas development potential; and a panel of Kodiak stakeholders will be
convened.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter that highlights Alaska Sea Grant and Marine Advisory
Program activities. Photo in banner by K. Byers. For an electronic Fishlines subscription, contact
Sue Keller, (907) 474-6703, fnsk@uaf.edu.
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Humpback Carcass Cleaning a
"Dirty Job"
Unalaska MAP agent Reid Brewer has been helping a fim crew and local residents
prepare for a Discovery Channel "Dirty Jobs" television show on cleaning the carcass
of a humpback whale stranded last September. As a local team of six residents,
including Brewer, prepares to tackle the putrid whale carcass, he is organizing boats
for transportation, serving as local liaison for the Ounalashka Corporation and
Qawalangin Tribe, and providing the right wording in proposals that pitch the film to
the Discovery Channel.

The goal is to clean the flesh off the bones, bleach them, rearticulate the whale
skeleton, and hang it in a local hotel as a remembrance to the animal. At present
the whale is unfrozen, partly in the water, located across the bay from Unalaska, 45
minutes away by boat.

A small budget will pay for some logistics, knife-sharpening, and protective
disposable rain suits and rubber gloves for the skeleton cleaners. The filming will
take place in late February. Before it is aired, NOAA will give final approval of the
film.

Knauss Placement Week
Seanbob Kelly, Alaska Sea Grant Knauss Fellow for 2008, reports the inside story on
last December's fellowship placement week in Washington, D.C. The routine for the
week, according to Kelly, was host presentations and interviews during the day, and
host-fellow pub visits in the evening, the latter playing the key role in placement of
the new fellows. Kelly described the host agency competition at the bars for the
attention of the new fellows as "extreme," with twice as many hosts as fellows. This
was the opportunity for agencies such as DOT (Marine Transport), FEMA, NASA,
NOAA, NSF, State Department, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to land a much-
sought-after Knauss Fellow for 2008.



After 18 interviews, Kelly chose to work with NOAA, NMFS Sustainable Fisheries,
Domestic Fisheries Division and Fisheries Management Program. He will help
implement the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
reauthorization, take part in congressional hearings, and interact with regional
management councils. In addition to securing a good position for him, Kelly said his
experiences during placement week "unlocked the door to many new friendships."
To read more about placement week, see Kelly's new blog site or go to his profile
page.

Applications for the 2009 Knauss Marine Policy fellowships are due in the Alaska Sea
Grant Office February 29, 2008. The internship program provides students a year of
experience on a congressional staff or with an executive branch agency working on
marine issues. To find out more, or to apply for the fellowship, see
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/research/knauss/knauss-application.html.

Energy-Fisheries Workshop
On March 18–19, 2008, the North Aleutian Basin Energy-Fisheries steering
committee will present a workshop to inform citizens, the seafood and oil industries,
and others, on the potential impact each stakeholder group might have on the other
if oil development were to proceed. Session topics include oil and gas potential,
environmental concerns, fishing in Bristol Bay, lease sale permitting, and decision
analysis protocol. Also covered will be potentially impacted communities, Native
subsistence, and Cook Inlet experiences with oil and gas development. For more
information on the workshop, go to http://seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences
/2008/energy-fisheries/agenda.html.

While Alaska Sea Grant is organizing the workshop, the program does not take a
position on whether to develop energy resources in the North Aleutian Basin. Alaska
Sea Grant's policy is to remain impartial while delivering unbiased information to
Alaska residents, stakeholders, and policy makers.

Alaska Sea Grant Stories in Top
10 Fish Picks
Alaska newspaper columnist and fisheries radio show producer, Laine Welch, named
Alaska Sea Grant efforts in her Top Ten 2007 "Fish Picks." As reported in the
January 6 Alaska Journal of Commerce, for most promising fish story Welch selected
the Alaska king crab enhancement project (AKCRRAB), which aims to revitalize
stocks around Kodiak and St. Paul islands. For best fish partnership, she lauded
ADFG, UAA/UAF, and Alaska Sea Grant MAP for efforts to recruit young Alaskans
into fishery science and management careers.

New Sea Grant Program
Review Protocol



National Sea Grant will institute a new program review process. For all programs,
2009 will be year 1 of a four-year review cycle. Each of the 31 Sea Grant programs
will have a 1.5-day site visit in 2011–2012, when they will be evaluated on
institutional setting, management, and user connections. In 2013, reviewers will
look at content for all 31 programs, and compare programs using annual reports
from each of the four years as a basis for the evaluation.

Marine Research Priorities
Brian Allee presented a report to the Alaska Marine Ecosystem Forum, on the Alaska
Regional Marine Research Plan project last month. With the goal of prioritizing the
most important marine research objectives in the Aleutians region, stakeholders are
being interviewed in Aleutian communities, 30 surveys were submitted by attendees
at the Alaska Marine Research Symposium, and a Web survey has been posted.
Opinions from these and other sources will be ranked using the Analytical Hierarchy
process, and will become part of a fall 2008 report. The National Sea Grant Program
funds the project, part of a nationwide marine research priority initiative.

As an incentive to submit research priorities at the Alaska Marine Research
Symposium last month in Anchorage, Kurt Byers offered a drawing for $100 worth
of Alaska Sea Grant books and videos. The winner was Janet Duffy-Anderson,
fisheries biologist at the Alaska Fisheries Science Center in Seattle.

Dillingham Science Conference
The Western Alaska Interdisciplinary Science Conference and Forum 2008 will be
held in Dillingham, April 4–7. The theme of the conference, organized by the UAF
Bristol Bay Campus, is Weathering Change, Monitoring Uncertainty.

Student Poster Awards
For the Alaska Marine Science Symposium, Alaska Sea Grant contributed $500
toward two student poster awards, in addition to $500 for cosponsorship of the
conference. The students who received awards for their research posters are Joel
Webb, Ph.D. student of Ginny Eckert and Gordon Kruse; and Lisa Kamin, M.S.
student of Tony Gharrett.

Scholarship Announcement
The Fishery Industrial Technology Center is offering a two-year scholarship for a
master's student in fisheries or seafood sciences. The student will work with Ray
RaLonde and Alexandra Oliveira, evaluating biochemical properties and physical
condition of Pacific oysters from the Alaska Molluscan Broodstock Program grow-out
site in Kachemak Bay (Alaska) for qualities as a half-shell product. The project is
funded by Alaska Sea Grant. For more information contact Dr. Oliveira at
ffamo@uaf.edu.
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ASPLI 2008
ASPLI 2008 (Alaska Seafood Processing Leadership Institute) began in February in
Anchorage with nine students learning about the Alaska seafood processing
industry, global markets, seafood products, and working with a mentor. The ASPLI
students then traveled to the northeastern U.S. to visit the International Boston
Seafood Show and tour seafood processing and reprocessing plants. Chuck Crapo,
Glenn Haight, and Angela Camos accompanied them to the Northeast. Participants
represent Trident, Westward Seafoods, Kenai River Seafoods, Atka Pride Seafoods,
Bering Pacific Seafoods, Coastal Villages Seafoods, Alaska Fresh Seafoods, and Old
Harbors Finest.

The next session, March 25–April 4, in Kodiak, will cover product quality and safety,
handling, holding, shipping, smoking, processing techniques, and plant
management. The final session, September 29–October 3, in Anchorage, will be a
debriefing for participants after they have worked in processing all summer. The
focus will be on leadership and management, regulatory issues, operations, human
resource, seafood logistics, and the future of Alaska’s seafood industry.

In its second year, ASPLI’s goal is to train future leaders in the Alaska seafood
processing industry. Industry leaders provide content input and support. Practical
application and content tailored to the participants’ needs are key in the classes
taught by UAF faculty and industry leaders.

ASPLI 2008 is funded in part by the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce
Development State Training and Employment Program (STEP), and is supported by
the Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program.

Survey for Alaska’s Aleutian
Research Needs
If you have an interest in marine research focused on the Aleutian region of Alaska,
Alaska Sea Grant seeks your advice on research priorities there. You are invited to



fill out an online survey. Deadline for completing the survey is April 30, 2008.

Those who do the survey and provide contact information will qualify for a prize
drawing for $200 worth of books, videos, and posters from the Alaska Sea Grant
Bookstore.

The survey is part of a national effort to coordinate regional marine research in the
United States. The effort was recommended by the U.S. Commission on Ocean
Policy, and is a central recommendation in the U.S. Ocean Action Plan. NOAA has
the lead responsibility to assemble regional marine research plans, and asked Sea
Grant programs to collect advice from a broad array of stakeholders.

Congressional Quarterly
Summit
Brian Allee served as a panelist at the Congressional Quarterly Summit in Anchorage
on February 19. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss energy challenges and
opportunities for Alaska. Representing Alaska Sea Grant and the School of Fisheries
and Ocean Sciences, Allee talked about research, long-term monitoring, and SFOS
fisheries expertise. Shell Oil president John Hofmeister spoke, as well as Fran Ulmer,
director of the Institute of Social and Economic Research at UAA. Attendees
represented the oil and gas industry, Alaska Native groups, environmental groups,
labor, and government.

Focus Teams
Brian Allee has been appointed vice chair of the Safe and Sustainable Seafood
Supply Focus Team, part of an effort to develop a new nationwide Sea Grant
strategic plan. Teams embrace four focus areas that form the core of the new
National Sea Grant plan. The teams will get input from Sea Grant programs and
others on what kind of work Sea Grant should pursue nationwide. Focus team
members represent research, extension, communications, and education groups
within Sea Grant. Each focus team has about 12 members.

New Shark Poster
Alaska Sea Grant recently produced a new poster, Sharks, Skates, and Ratfish of
Alaska, with artwork by renowned Alaska fish artist Ray Troll. The poster shows 20
shark, skate, and ratfish species in Alaska’s seas. A key lists common and scientific
names and size. The 24 x 30 inch poster sells for $15.00.

Vessels of Opportunity
Alaska Sea Grant, AOOS, and the National Weather Service cosponsored the
workshop, Using Vessels of Opportunity for Research, held in conjunction with the
Alaska Marine Science Symposium in Anchorage last month. Presenters are



optimistic about the broad potential of collecting environmental data aboard non-
research vessels in Alaska, although currently little data comes from this source.
About 40 people attended the evening session.

Ketchikan MAP
Ketchikan MAP agent Gary Freitag, who started his new position in January, is
teaching a three-credit distance delivery course, Fisheries of Southeast Alaska. His
students are from Shageluk and Ketchikan, and points in between. The course is
part of the UAS Fishery Technology Program and is required for both the certificate
and associate degree program. Freitag also gave a presentation to the Ketchikan
Scientific Society about the Sea Grant MAP program, and participated in the post-
season meeting of the Pacific Salmon Commission in Portland, Oregon. The
commission worked on annual reports and provided technical information to panel
members negotiating the new chinook annex of the U.S.–Canada Treaty.

Energy-Fisheries Workshop
Fisheries stakeholders and the oil and gas industry will learn about each other’s
operations and interests at the North Aleutian Basin Energy/Fisheries Workshop, to
be held March 18–19 at the Anchorage Marriott Downtown Hotel. The focus is
whether fishing can coexist with oil and gas development near Bristol Bay. Experts
will present on fisheries biology, gear, species, habitat, and seasons; oil exploration
permitting process, sale process, extraction technologies, and environmental
impacts; oil and gas impacted communities in Cook Inlet and Norway, and other
topics. The audience will participate in question and answer sessions and in an
action plan session.

Twenty-two partners (fishing, oil and gas, communities, government agencies,
universities, environmental, and Native) have committed effort and/or funding for
the workshop. The workshop is free and open to the public. Alaska Sea Grant will
publish a 100-page summary proceedings book after the meeting.

On March 21, a community meeting on the same topic will be held at Kodiak High
School from 10–12:30. Kodiak citizens will gain insights about possible impacts on
their region from oil and gas development in the North Aleutian Basin.

Alaska MAP Helps Louisiana
Recovery Authority
Glenn Haight and Paula Cullenburg traveled to Louisiana to review proposals for
rebuilding fisheries infrastructure, for the Louisiana Recovery Authority. The sum of
$19,000,000 has been allocated to fisheries rebuilding. Eleven specialists were
there, most from Sea Grant programs around the country.

The proposals they reviewed were for funding assistance to improve the viability and



long-term sustainability of the commercial and recreational fisheries of Louisiana.
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita destroyed more than $528 million in fisheries
infrastructure in Louisiana fishing communities.

Proposals were for marinas, piers, processing facilities, cold storage, shipyards,
mooring, cooperatives, and other infrastructure.

The group of eleven also toured parishes impacted by the hurricanes. The tour
included the boatlift that was donated by the City of Valdez, Alaska, with the help of
several Sea Grant programs. The boatlift continues to be well used, and has made
an impact in boat recovery for vessel owners and communities.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter that highlights Alaska Sea Grant and Marine Advisory
Program activities. Photo in banner by K. Byers. For an electronic Fishlines subscription, contact
Sue Keller, (907) 474-6703, fnsk@uaf.edu.
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Ghana Observer Training
Alaska Sea Grant marine mammal specialist Kate Wynne joined a team of NOAA
scientists in Ghana for three weeks, to train 40 Ghanian government officials and
university students as fisheries observers. Using a U.S. Navy ship as the training
facility, students are learning to be observers on industrial tuna seiners, pole boats,
and trawlers, where they will identify and count fish, record marine mammal
sightings, and free sea turtles and seabirds from fishing gear.

The NOAA observer training mission is part of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, to enhance international cooperation in fishery
management by improving monitoring and compliance with international fishing
regulations. Congress recently appropriated $1.5 million per year for the effort.
Ghana was the first country to ask for help under the new program, and Senegal
and Gabon are soon to follow in developing an observer training program. Currently
more than 50 observer programs operate in the world’s oceans.

Wynne is well suited for the pioneer program because she has designed and
developed marine mammal observer programs in Maine and Alaska, taught fishery
observers in Alaska since 1995, and coauthored Guide to Marine Mammals and
Turtles of the U.S. Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, the guidebook used in the Ghana
program.

The international program also provides learning opportunities for scientists and
fisheries agencies worldwide. Other countries can benefit from following the Ghanian
Fisheries Division’s model of efficient bycatch utilization and gear regulation,
according to Wynne. In addition, scientists are eager to get observer data on
dolphins in West African waters, because no one knows which ones occur there.
There may be as many as 15 dolphin species in the region. To help with
identification of dolphins and other species, Wynne and marine mammal artist Garth
Mix developed an illustrated placard for the observers.

Wynne is also working with the Smithsonian Institution, the University of Ghana,
and the Accra Zoo to ensure the marine mammal skulls and samples collected by



the observers get into the hands of those who can study and archive them properly.

North Aleutian Basin Energy-
Fisheries
The North Aleutian Basin Energy-Fisheries Workshop, held March 18–19 in
Anchorage, featured speakers on diverse sides of the issue surrounding the possible
oil and gas lease sale in the North Aleutian Basin in 2011. The program drew broad
attention, informed the public, and elicited suggestions for future directions.

Gregg Nady of Shell Exploration and Production Co., whose company has shown
interest in the lease sale, presented development scenarios. John Goll, director of
the Alaska Region Minerals Management Service, the agency responsible for
satisfying the requirements for the lease sale and carrying it out, clarified the
permitting process. Commercial fishing agency and industry representatives,
community leaders, subsistence users, scientists, and environmentalists presented
facts in their area of expertise, and opinions for and against oil and gas
development in the region.

At the end of the workshop, participants suggested topics to continue dialog
between groups that would be affected by development. These included hard
science on effects of development, more details on oil technology and precautions,
job opportunities for locals, focus on the permitting process and revenue sharing,
and tight shipping regulations. Attendees recommended workshops be held in Sand
Point and Dillingham, that potentially affected communities unite and make an offer
to the oil industry, and that the Decision Analysis process be used to evaluate
whether a lease sale and drilling should take place.

Alaska Sea Grant helped organize and facilitate the Anchorage workshop, attended
by 230 people, and also held a two-hour workshop on the same topic during
ComFish in Kodiak, which drew 35 people.

Pacific Sea Grant Extension to
Meet
Sunny Rice and Torie Baker have invited Sea Grant extension agents from the
Pacific region to Petersburg, August 12–14, 2008, to explore opportunities for
cooperative projects. In addition, a session on building skills in multiuser issue
negotiation will be presented by Laura Taylor Singer of the Gulf of Maine Research
Institute. The title of the get-together is Sea Grant West Coast Fisheries Extension
Educator Conclave: Forging Coastwide and Pacific Connections. For more
information see http://seagrant.uaf.edu/map/workshops/2008/feetraining/.

Kramer Wins Award
MAP seafood specialist Don Kramer received the 2008 Macy Award from the



Institute of Food Technologists, Minnesota Section. As part of his award acceptance
Kramer gave a presentation, The Face of Alaska Extension, to members of the IFT
Minnesota Section, in Minneapolis–St. Paul, March 17. Established in 1981, the
award is given annually to recognize outstanding food technology transfer. Kramer
received a plaque and a $2,500 honorarium. The purpose of the award is to advance
the profession and practice of food technology and to honor Harold Macy, a founding
member of IFT.

Kachemak Bay Clams
Alaska Sea Grant is pleased to have provided some support for SFOS master’s
student Carrie Parris, who recently defended her thesis on The Influence of Selected
Bottom-up Factors on Intertidal Clam Communities in Kachemak Bay, Alaska. Parris,
whose major advisor is Katrin Iken, studied the clams because depletion in local
areas has fostered concern. Parris concludes that the two bottom-up factors she
looked at, food concentration and sediment size, are not limiting for intertidal clam
communities in Kachemak Bay. She found that most clam species in the bay were
feeding mainly on benthic microalgae, the distribution of intertidal clams did not
have any relationship to benthic chlorophyll a concentrations, and sediment size had
little influence on community structure.

Awards for Publications
Alaska Sea Grant won three awards in the 2008 competition sponsored by the
Association for Communication Excellence: a gold award for the 2008 Coastal
Calendar, and silver awards for the book Field Guide to Sharks, Skates, and Ratfish
of Alaska and the cover design on the 2008 Tide Tables publication.

New Brochure
Alaska Sea Grant has produced a new colorful brochure about Alaska Sea Grant and
the Marine Advisory Program. Photos and captions highlight activities of Marine
Advisory agents, Alaska Sea Grant outreach and education, Advisory Committee
contributions, and research progress, to help constituents understand the high value
of the program to Alaska.

Sea Grant Panel
Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez has appointed Terry Gardiner, Nancy
Rabalais, and Rolland Schmitten to NOAA’s 15-member National Sea Grant Review
Panel, which advises the Commerce Secretary, NOAA administrator, and National
Sea Grant director on scientific and administrative policy.

Gardiner, a member of Alaska Sea Grant’s 28-member Advisory Committee,
founded Silver Lining Seafoods, was speaker of the Alaska House of
Representatives, chaired the judiciary, resources, and Alaska Permanent Fund



committees, and was a member of the U.S. National Seafood Promotional Council.
Rabalais is a professor at Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium where she
conducts research on coastal interactions and contaminants. Schmitten has served
four U.S. presidents as U.S. tuna commissioner and U.S. Atlantic salmon
commissioner, and 10 years as head of the U.S. delegation to the International
Whaling Commission.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter that highlights Alaska Sea Grant and Marine Advisory
Program activities. Photo in banner by K. Byers. For an electronic Fishlines subscription, contact
Sue Keller, (907) 474-6703, fnsk@uaf.edu.
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Brian Allee to Retire
Alaska Sea Grant director Brian Allee has announced he will retire on May 30, 2008.
Allee served as director for the past five years, leading the program into new areas
such as the Alaska King Crab Research, Rehabilitation and Biology (AKCRRAB)
Program.

In addition Allee built a 25-member advisory committee of Alaska marine resource
leaders, led Alaska Sea Grant through a federal review process that resulted in a
ranking among the nation’s top Sea Grant Programs, established a research
partnership with BP to restore native sedges on reclaimed drill pads on the North
Slope, took on an effort to prioritize management-critical research needs in the
Aleutian Islands, launched the Alaska Seas and Rivers project to update the Sea
Week Curriculum books, and led efforts to build communication between fisheries
interests and the oil and gas industry regarding proposed oil and gas lease sales in
the North Aleutian Basin.

SFOS Dean Denis Wiesenburg will conduct a national search for a new director. He
has appointed Paula Cullenberg as interim director and David Christie as interim
associate director for Alaska Sea Grant.

Energy-Fisheries Kudos
NOAA Assistant Administrator Richard W. Spinrad recently emphasized that the
North Aleutian Basin Energy-Fisheries Workshop, organized by Alaska Sea Grant in
March, is a good example of the kind of role Sea Grant programs nationwide should
be taking on.

"The fact that the potential drilling is so controversial makes it just the kind of
problem that Sea Grant should be addressing. Whether or not the drilling activity is
eventually approved, it is important to begin the discussion of how (and whether)
concerns of all stakeholders could be accommodated. As with any effort of this kind
it is necessary to be as inclusive as possible, and I believe this effort has been
planned and carried out with that concept in mind," said Spinrad.



Alaska Sea Grant will publish a proceedings book based on the workshop by the end
of 2008. Twenty-four informative PowerPoints, presented at the workshop, were
recently posted on the Web at http://seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/2008/energy-
fisheries/agenda.html.

Kramer Wins Awards
Don Kramer, Alaska Sea Grant MAP seafood specialist, will retire on July 18, 2008.
He was awarded the rank of UAF Professor of Fisheries Emeritus, and will be
attending the UAF commencement ceremony to receive the award. Kramer’s recent
kudos also include the Elizabeth Stier Humanitarian Achievement Award for outreach
work in Alaska, from the Institute of Food Technologists. In addition he was made
an IFT Fellow, the highest distinction that IFT members can achieve based on
leadership and service in their field and to IFT.

Kramer began work with MAP as a marine extension agent in 1980, and served as
MAP director from 1985 to 2003. In the past five years he has been the MAP
seafood specialist, focusing on teaching HACCP and other seafood instruction
classes. He also authored two of Alaska Sea Grant’s best-selling books, Guide to
Northeast Pacific Flatfishes and Guide to Northeast Pacific Rockfishes, among other
publications.

Gadid Book Release
Resiliency of Gadid Stocks to Fishing and Climate Change, edited by G.H. Kruse, K.
Drinkwater, J.N. Ianelli, J.S. Link, D.L. Stram, V. Wespestad, and D. Woodby, is a
new product published by Alaska Sea Grant. The peer-reviewed articles shed light
on the effects of fishing pressure and climate on the largest fisheries in the Northern
Hemisphere. Papers on cod, haddock, and pollock emphasize that healthier fish
stocks in Alaska are associated with conservative catch limits.

This Wakefield symposium proceedings is a must-have for scientists studying
fisheries management and climate-driven changes in groundfish fisheries worldwide.
375 pp., price $50.00; see http://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/AK-
SG-08-01.html.

Entanglement Prevention
Placard
Alaska Sea Grant produced a new placard, Preventing Whale Entanglement, a
project coordinated by Sunny Rice, MAP agent in Petersburg. Fishermen can use the
8.5- by 11-inch plastic-coated card to learn how to prevent entangling whales in
fishing gear, and what to do if they encounter an entangled whale.

The effort was sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant, Petersburg Marine Mammal Center,
Petersburg Vessel Owners Association, SEAFA, State of Alaska, United Southeast



Gillnetters Association. and others. For more information contact Rice at
907-772-3381.

2009 Wakefield Symposium on
Crab
Alaska Sea Grant is organizing the 25th Wakefield Fisheries Symposium on the
Biology and Management of Exploited Crab Populations under Climate Change. The
symposium is slated for March 2009, in Anchorage. On the organizing committee
are Gordon Kruse (chair), Robert Foy, Diana Stram, and Doug Woodby. For more
information see http://seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/2009/wakefield-crab.

NPRB Advisor
Gary Freitag, MAP agent in Ketchikan, has been appointed to a two-year term on
the North Pacific Research Board advisory panel, to represent Southeast Alaska.
Freitag joins a team of 12 who provide a mechanism for community involvement in
planning, oversight, and review of the NPRB science program. NPRB recommends
marine research initiatives to the U.S. Secretary of Commerce, who makes final
funding decisions. NPRB supports about $9–12 million in research each year based
on interest earnings on the Environmental Improvement and Restoration Fund.

Invasive Species Research
Gary Freitag, Ketchikan MAP agent, is working with Chela Zabin, of the Smithsonian
Environmental Research Center, to expand an invasive tunicate project farther south
in Alaska. In March, Freitag recovered and redeployed research plates that had been
in the water since December 2007; they showed one questionable sign of the
invasive tunicate.

Freitag is also working with Linda Shaw, of NOAA Protected Resources, to develop
Ketchikan’s invasive European green crab monitoring program. He is running GIS
programs to pinpoint likely areas of introduction of the species to Alaska.

Salmon in the City
Alaska Sea Grant is a partner in the Salmon in the City Festival, to be held in
Anchorage June 6–15. Paula Cullenberg will present a talk on commercial salmon
fishing, as part of the event, and a promotional ad about Alaska Sea Grant products
will appear in the Anchorage Press. The festival is an educational effort to highlight
the importance of salmon to the community, economy, and the environment.
Organizers emphasize stewardship and appreciation of salmon.

Marine Refrigeration
Aware that increased numbers of Alaska salmon fishermen are chilling fish



immediately after catching them, Torie Baker and Sunny Rice organized the course
Marine Refrigeration: Safety, Maintenance, and Troubleshooting, in Cordova and
Petersburg last month. Three instructors from Integrated Marine Systems taught 50
fishermen how to service their own chilling systems onboard.

Baker and Rice, who see a strong need in Alaska for this kind of training with
technicians, are already developing a proposal with IMS to teach the course in three
Alaska ports in 2009. Participants said they would recommend the course to fellow
fishermen.
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Alaska Knauss Fellows
Three SFOS graduate students have been named Knauss Fellows, and will spend
2009 in Washington, D.C., working on marine policy issues. Celeste Leroux, Erin
Steiner, and Mary Bozza are among 51 students chosen in the national competition.
Since 1979 the fellowship has served as a springboard to related careers for
hundreds of talented young people.

"We are extremely proud of UAF's ability to compete with highly ranked universities
across the country," said Brian Allee, former Alaska Sea Grant director. "Last year,
we had one exceptional student chosen for this prestigious fellowship. To have three
exemplary students chosen this year is wonderful."

Celeste Leroux is completing research for her master's in marine biology. She is
studying the culture of king crab for large-scale hatcheries. Leroux said working with
the NOAA Aquaculture Program would be a good fit for her. Erin Steiner's master's
research, on alternative harvesting strategies, is aimed at helping Bristol Bay
sockeye salmon fishermen cope with changing global seafood markets. As a Knauss
Fellow, Steiner hopes to work on offshore fisheries issues with NOAA Fisheries. Mary
Bozza is a master's student studying immune function in Steller's eiders, hoping to
improve understanding of disease impacts on population ecology. Bozza has
requested placement in the executive branch.

In December, Alaska's 2009 Knauss Fellows will travel to Washington, D.C., for
orientation and placement interviews. They will begin their fellowships in February
2009.

New Interim Director
Alaska Sea Grant welcomes Paula Cullenberg as interim director, replacing recently
retired Brian Allee. Cullenberg has been the associate director of Alaska Sea Grant
for five years, and is leader of the Marine Advisory Program. She served as director
of the North Pacific Fisheries Observer Training Center from 1995 to 2002, and has
also worked as a project manager for the Alaska Fisheries Development Foundation,



and as a Sea Grant extension agent in Alaska and Washington. "I think Alaska Sea
Grant will go forward strongly and with stability while we search for a new director,"
said Cullenberg. Dave Christie, SFOS professor and director of the NOAA West Coast
and Polar Undersea Research Program, also joins Alaska Sea Grant as the interim
associate director.

Alaska Sea Grant Books
Alaska Sea Grant announces the release of three new publications:

International Smoked Seafood Conference Proceedings, edited by Don Kramer and
Liz Brown, based on the 2007 conference, is useful to smoked seafood processors,
suppliers, inspectors, and researchers. 125 pages, $30.00.

Rat Control for Alaska Waterfront Facilities, by Terry Johnson, is the basis for a rat
control program sponsored by ADFG. Johnson has used the book working with port
operators in Juneau, Ketchikan, Unalaska, and Kodiak on rat prevention and
eradication. Larry Jones, the pest control contractor for the State of Alaska,
complimented Johnson and Alaska Sea Grant on the book, and has already
incorporated the content into materials to be used by his trainers. He says the book
is easy to read and learn from. 106 pages, single copies free.

Changing Climate: Changing Alaska's Fisheries? edited by Paula Cullenberg and
Torie Baker, Alaska Seas & Coasts vol. 5. Readers of this important issue learn
about possible effects of climate change on fisheries, such as Bering Sea crabs
moving north, an increase in a salmon parasite in the Yukon River, rising
temperatures in the Anchor River, and ocean acidification. 12 pages, available for
download as PDF.

Alaska Sea Grant also released the second edition of the book Guide to Northeast
Pacific Flatfishes, by Donald Kramer, William Barss, Brian Paust, and Barry Bracken;
and reprinted the book Common Edible Seaweeds in the Gulf of Alaska, by Dolly
Garza.

Publication Awards
Alaska Sea Grant's book Field Guide to Sharks, Skates, and Ratfish of Alaska won
First Place in the books over 50 pages category of the National Association of
Government Communicators Blue Pencil publications competition. In addition,
Alaska Sea Grant's 2008 Alaska Coastal Calendar won an Award of Excellence (third
place) in the calendar category. The field guide finished ahead of book entries by the
Smithsonian American Art Museum, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and U.S.
Geological Survey. The calendar tied with one entered by the U.S. Air Force. Awards
were announced at the annual NAGC conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in
May.

Clean Boating, by Alan Sorum, Alaska Seas & Coasts vol. 4, won first place in the



2008 Alaska Professional Communicators contest, in the manuals and handbooks
category.

Marine Cleanup
MAP agent Reid Brewer organized 12 divers in a two-day cleanup effort of the Small
Boat Harbor in Unalaska. Divers removed three flatbed truckloads of debris,
including 12 abandoned crab pots, five marine batteries, many coils of line, and a
large volume of loose debris. The effort was a collaboration among the Unalaska
Divers Association, UniSea, MAC Enterprises, Bering Sea Divers, and others who
donated gear, time, and expertise.

Alaska Book Festival
As part of Alaska Sea Grant's cosponsorship of the second annual Alaska Book
Festival, June 12–14 in Fairbanks, Kurt Byers arranged for famed fish artist Ray
Troll to be the featured author. In addition to Troll's opening night address and two
festival sessions, he closed out the festival at the Howling Dog Saloon, where he
joined Sea Grant communications designer Dave Partee and other musicians in the
"Spawntaneous Fairbanks Pickup Band."

Alaska Sea Grant collaborated with the Alaska Cooperative Extension Service to put
on "Campfire Cooking and Outdoor Safety for Kids," as part of the festival. The
theme of the book festival was "Naturally Alaska." About 30 authors were featured
in the festival. For more information see http://www.uaf.edu/bookfestival.

Boating without the Boys
Last month in Petersburg, the MAP-cosponsored skiff safety course "Boating without
the Boys" attracted twelve women and two men. The course included a 3.5-hour
evening session, with time in the pool to try out PFDs and practice person-overboard
drills. The second day included survival kits and signal training, information on
weather, tides, an hour at a local marine shop learning about outboard motor
maintenance, practice anchoring a skiff, and trying out Maydays on Forest Service
radios. Three participants also joined the "backing down the boat ramp" practice for
two hours. Sunny Rice, who was one of the instructors for the course, reports that
the evaluations were uniformly positive. The course was also cosponsored by the
Alaska Marine Safety Education Association.

Drifter Buoys to Help Track
Salmon
Terry Reeve, Bethel MAP agent, is organizing the deployment of drifter buoys to
track chum and king salmon smolts as they leave the Kuskokwim River. The buoys
uplink water temperature and GPS locations to pole-to-pole satellites, and download
data to SFOS in Fairbanks several times a day.



Science students at the Quinhagak School, in a village on the eastern shore of
Kuskokwim Bay, are doing the launching. June 1 was the first launch, deployment
will continue every two weeks for eight launches, and in two seasons a total of 64
buoys will be released. Reeve says the students are very excited to be involved in
the project.

Reeve's work is part of the project Oceanographic Drifter Deployments in Alaskan
Waters, headed by Tom Weingartner. The research is supported by the Arctic
Yukon-Kuskokwim Sustainable Salmon Initiative (AYKSSI), to understand declines
and recoveries of AYK salmon stocks. With improved understanding of nearshore
circulation that connects Kuskokwim Bay and northern Bristol Bay with the Bering
shelf, migratory pathways used by juvenile salmon as they enter the marine
environment can be revealed. For more information see http://mather.sfos.uaf.edu
/drifters.
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We Invite Your Advice
It’s time again to update the strategic plan for the Alaska Sea Grant College
Program. As a recipient of Fishlines with a good understanding of our program, you
are among the key people from whom we seek advice on coastal and marine needs
and issues that we ought to address through our research, education, and
extension. To provide your advice, we invite you to complete a short online
questionnaire. If you return the questionnaire to us by August 30, 2008, and
provide your email address or phone number, you will qualify to win your choice of
$100 worth of Alaska Sea Grant books, posters, and videos. To view the 200+
publication titles to choose from, visit our bookstore. We look forward to receiving
your help in plotting the course for Alaska Sea Grant.

New Marine Education
Teaching Units
Eleven Alaska teachers participated in a two-week workshop held at Kasitsna Bay
Lab in June, coordinated by Marla Brownlee. In addition to increasing their
knowledge of current marine research in Alaska, the teachers drafted three units of
instruction for middle school students. The units are Exploring the Ocean, Ocean in
Motion, and Our Changing World. Guest presenters included Nora Deans, outreach
manager for the North Pacific Research Board; Kris Holdereid, codirector of Kasitsna
Bay Lab; Lisa Munger, Scripps Institution of Oceanography; Megan Murphy, SFOS
graduate student in Homer; researcher Michelle Ridgway; Marilyn Sigman, director
of the Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies; and Tania Spurkland, SFOS graduate
student.

After the new units of instruction are edited, they will be posted online for teachers
to pilot. To view the richly multifaceted lessons that are now being tested by
teachers, see http://seagrant.uaf.edu/teachers. The final product will be a new
online curriculum, to replace the 1980s Sea Week books published by Alaska Sea
Grant.



The Alaska Seas and Rivers project is funded by a three-year grant from the Alaska
Department of Education and Early Development, to update and expand the Alaska
Sea/River Week curriculum for grades K-8. The online guides are designed to meet
the demands of education in the 21st century, align with the Alaska Science Content
Standards and Grade Level Expectations, and incorporate sophisticated Web-
supported delivery systems. Project partners include Alaska Sea Grant, Alaska
Ocean Observing System, NOAA Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Center for Alaskan
Coastal Studies, Alaska Science Consortium, Juneau School District, Lower
Kuskokwim School District, and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District.

Fuel Efficiency for Boaters
Alaska Sea Grant posted a new fuel efficiency Web page, including tips for boaters
on saving fuel by Terry Johnson, a press release, and a PDF of Greg Fisk’s article in
the Clean Boating issue of Alaska Seas & Coasts. Soon after the page was posted,
Arne Fuglvog of Sen. Murkowski’s office notified Alaska Sea Grant that he was
pleased with the page and linked to it from the senator’s Web site. Sea Grant also
will produce a brochure and poster on how boaters can save on fuel.

How-To Manuals for Rural
Entrepreneurs
Two booklets in the Steps to Success for Rural Entrepreneurs series, published by
the University of Alaska Center for Economic Development, are available from the
Alaska Sea Grant bookstore. Steps to Success for Rural Entrepreneurs: Starting an
Ecotourism Business in Alaska, by Terry Johnson, is a 94-page book that tells how
to identify ecotourism opportunities nearby, recognize pros and cons of starting a
business, locate business development aids, and identify needed equipment,
permits, and insurance. In addition the reader can learn how to write a business
plan, get financing, develop a marketing plan, and ensure customer satisfaction.

A Village Fish Processing Plant: Yes or No?, by Gunnar Knapp and Terry Reeve, is a
125-page, easy to read book that gives advice about planning a fish processing
plant in an Alaska village. While it focuses on small, locally owned fish processing
operations in western Alaska, much of the information is useful to fish processing
operations in any location. Order paper copies or download PDFs at
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/.

Crab Symposium Call for
Papers
Biology and Management of Exploited Crab Populations under Climate Change is the
title of the 25th Lowell Wakefield Fisheries Symposium, to be held in Anchorage,
March 10–13, 2009.



International crab fishery scientists and managers are invited to the symposium to
discuss mechanisms of fluctuations and collapses of crab stocks and fisheries around
the world. A comparative approach is encouraged, across marine ecosystems, in the
face of climate change and variable exploitation rates. Submissions from the Arctic
to the tropics are welcome. The deadline for submitting an abstract for an oral or
poster presentation is November 14, 2008. For more information see
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/2009/wakefield-crab.

Fishing Vessel Safety
Inspection in Cordova
Earlier this spring Torie Baker assisted John Hawkins, Coast Guard chief in Valdez,
and Charlie Medlicott, of the Unalaska Coast Guard, in a massive preseason fishing
vessel safety inspection of the Copper River gillnet fleet. Along with five other
examiners, they inspected 146 vessels over a two-week period. The MAP office was
the central clearinghouse for arranging pre-event advertisement, inspection
appointments, and publication and placard distribution. It is estimated that of the
534 vessels in the fleet, well over 70% are now in compliance with Fishing Vessel
Safety Exam standards.

Baker also hosted two Kodiak Coast Guard helicopter rescue pilots, a rescue
swimmer, and flight mechanic in a community presentation on helicopter marine
rescue procedures. This was the first time Cordova residents have met with the
Kodiak rescue crews stationed at the Cordova Coast Guard hangar during the
summer fishing season. Twenty-five people attended the talk.

Fishlines is a monthly in-house newsletter that highlights Alaska Sea Grant and Marine Advisory
Program activities. Photo in banner by K. Byers. For an electronic Fishlines subscription, contact
Sue Keller, (907) 474-6703, fnsk@uaf.edu.

Alaska Sea Grant Fishlines Alaska Sea Grant home



Vol. 28, No. 8
August 2008

Disease in Sea Ducks
Multiagency researchers on an Alaska Sea Grant project have characterized disease
and parasites in threatened Steller's eiders and harlequin ducks wintering in
Unalaska Bay. Scientists on the project are Kimberly Trust, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; Paul Flint, U.S. Geological Survey; Tuula Hollmen, Alaska SeaLife Center;
and Reid Brewer, SFOS.

The team identified four viruses, one fungus (Aspergillus spp.), fourteen genera of
bacteria including Yersinia spp., and intestinal helminth worms in the ducks. They
also found that the sea ducks in Unalaska Bay are more exposed to disease than in
other wintering areas in Alaska, which suggests the pathogens are picked up within
the bay. The researchers believe an important source for E. coli is untreated sewage
or offal from fish processing. The new information will be used by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, and
Environmental Protection Agency to address sea duck health, likely affecting policy
and regulations.

2009 Coastal Calendar
Now in stock! Alaska Sea Grant's 2009 Alaska Coastal Calendar will inform you
about the events leading up to Alaska statehood, 50 years ago. Interesting
narratives, historical facts, and photos highlight Alaska's history, culture, and
natural resources. Filling the pages are beautiful color photos of Alaska's coastal
wildlife, scenery, and hardy people, many provided by SFOS faculty and staff.

To order calendars, visit our online bookstore or stop by the Alaska Sea Grant office
in Fairbanks, upstairs in the Wells Fargo Building on University and Geist. 10 x 13
inches, $14.99.

Crab Husbandry
SFOS graduate student Miranda Westphal arrived in Juneau early this summer, to
work with Sherri Tamone and Ginny Eckert on their Sea Grant project, Alaska Red



King Crab Enhancement: Juvenile Growth and Field Habitat Studies. Tamone and
Eckert are investigating growth and survival of hatchery-reared red king crab under
laboratory conditions, and determining habitat requirements of juveniles. This
project will support crab enhancement and could contribute to rebuilding crab stocks
in Alaska.

Westphal is working on molt timing, development, and husbandry of first- and
second-stage red king crab juveniles. When the crabs reach a later maturity stage,
she will look at the cycle of molt hormones in relation to molt timing. In addition,
she will focus on competition, displacement, and other interactions between wild
and hatchery-reared juveniles. So far, she is having a successful field season.

Westphal graduated summa cum laude from Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort
Myers, Florida, with a B.A. in marine science. She chose UAF in Juneau for graduate
school because of the quality and experience of the SFOS researchers, the
opportunity to work with red king crabs, the largest and most important shellfishery
in the world, and her interest in living in Alaska. Westphal says she loves to kayak,
backpack in the mountains, ski, camp, cook, and garden. She has been married for
four years. If everything goes well she will receive her master's degree in December
2010.

Provide Advice and You May
Win!
As a recipient of Fishlines with a good understanding of our program, you are
among the key people from whom we seek advice on coastal and marine needs and
issues that we ought to address through our research, education, and extension
activities.

To provide your advice, we invite you to complete a short questionnaire. If you
return the questionnaire by August 30, 2008, and provide your email address or
phone number, you could win your choice of $100 worth of Alaska Sea Grant books,
posters, and videos. To view the 200+ publications, visit our online bookstore. We
look forward to receiving your help in plotting the course for Alaska Sea Grant.

Algal Toxin Detected in Dead
Whale
MAP marine mammal specialist Kate Wynne has been working with NMFS, the
Alaska SeaLife Center, veterinarians, and managers on a strategy to examine an
increasing number of humpback whale carcasses in the western Gulf of Alaska. The
plan is to find a relatively fresh carcass and examine it in detail by sending
veterinarians in for a full necropsy, which may involve the labor-intensive task of
towing it to shore.

Although several humpbacks had been attacked by killer whales, exposure to a



marine biotoxin could not be ruled out as a contributor to their death. One of the
humpback whales tested positive for saxitoxin, a toxin present in harmful algal
blooms, but most whales were not fully examined because the test requires fairly
fresh urine or stomach contents.

Another possible threat is domoic acid. Although there are no documented cases of
domoic acid poisoning in Alaska marine mammals, DA has been found to cause
convulsions, abortion, disorientation, and death in California sea lions. Very little is
known about the interaction of biotoxins with whale populations. Important
unknowns include potential sources of biotoxins in Alaska waters, biotoxin
concentrations to which whales are sensitive, potential effects of biotoxins on
whales, numbers of whales that may be or have been exposed to particular
biotoxins, and potential effects of changes in temperature or other oceanographic
conditions.

Symposium on Seafood
Byproducts
Alaska Sea Grant is helping to organize the symposium "A Sustainable Future: Fish
Processing Byproducts," scheduled for February 25–26, 2009, in Portland, Oregon.
The goal is to stimulate development of lucrative new products from seafood
byproducts. A need for fish protein meal in aquaculture, along with increasingly
visible health benefits of polyunsaturated fatty acids found in cold-water fish, point
to new products that can be created from protein meal, fish oil, solubles, and fish
bone.

The steering committee is seeking oral presentations and posters from academia,
industry, and agencies. Sea Grant will publish a proceedings book. Steering
committee members are Peter Bechtel (SFOS), Robert Pawlowski (Alaska Fisheries
Development Foundation), and Scott Smiley (FITC). For more information see
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/2009/byproducts.

Volcanic Ash Sampling
Last month MAP agent Reid Brewer helped UAF researcher Peter Rinkleff locate a
good spot for installing a volcanic ash sampling device—in a Dutch Harbor school.
The ash is being collected to determine the makeup of particulate matter in the air
from eruptions of Okmok and Cleveland volcanoes, and others. Air quality advisories
have been issued in several Aleutian communities including Unalaska.

The ash collector consists of two boxes—one is the collector, the size of a shoebox,
and the other is a cooler with a vacuum pump. A tube extends from the ash
collector to a small pipe inlet about 1 meter from the collector box. The sampler
runs unattended for six weeks, and then can be removed to the laboratory.
Technicians will analyze the particles taken at three-hour intervals, for mass,
elements, particle morphology, and chemistry. The results will be used for regional



air quality, and a study involving the transport and evolution of volcanic particles.

Rinkleff is a Ph.D. student in geology, working at the Geophysical Institute and the
Alaska Volcano Observatory. He was grateful to Brewer for serving as an
intermediary in a community where Rinkleff had few contacts. “Reid was extremely
helpful. He knows everyone, and they know him. He secured a place and got
permission.”

Alaska Oyster Industry
Ray RaLonde and others recently published an article on oyster culture in Alaska, in
World Aquaculture. The paper tells the success story of efforts by the Marine
Advisory Program and others in improving seed quality, building culture structures
in the hatchery, implementing broodstock development, revamping the permit
system, and setting up a system to ensure consistent product quality. The citation is
R. RaLonde, A.C. Oliveira, B. Himelbloom, C. Crapo, C. Vorholt, and Q. Fong. 2008.
Pacific oyster (Crassostrea gigas) mariculture in Alaska. World Aquaculture
39(2):33-37, 71.
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Avoid Fishing Gear
Over the summer MAP agent Torie Baker worked with
Cordova District Fishermen United, to alert recreational
boaters to Prince William Sound areas with a high
concentration of salmon fishing gear. In early June, two
laminated posters with tips to avoid hitting commercial
fishing nets were created in partnership with CDFU.
Copies were distributed in Valdez and Whittier harbors.

Costly net and cork line damage
and loss of fishing time have
often occurred when high speed
recreational and charter boats
hit deployed gear. In addition,
recreational boats can be

damaged. Incidents are on the rise, corresponding to a
30% increase in Whittier Tunnel traffic since it opened.
Next year Baker plans to expand efforts to include
educational handouts at the Whittier Tunnel toll booth,
increase postings and handouts at harbors, including
Seward, and post reminders to fishermen to deploy day
shapes, running lights, and net buoy lights while fishing.

COSEE Alaska Grant
A consortium of Alaska marine research organizations has been awarded more than
$2.5 million from the National Science Foundation to foster awareness of marine
issues amid a changing Alaska climate. The COSEE grant (Centers for Ocean Science
Education Excellence) is one of eleven awarded nationwide. Principal investigators
are Paula Cullenberg, Alaska Sea Grant; Mike Castellini, SFOS; Ray Barnhardt, UAF
Center for Cross-Cultural Studies; Molly McCammon, Alaska Ocean Observing



System; Nora Deans, Alaska SeaLife Center; and Texas Gail Raymond, Anchorage
School District.

The purpose of the grant is to increase ocean literacy both within and outside Alaska
and to weave together western science and traditional knowledge about ocean
climate change to share with the nation. Over five years, the COSEE Alaska program
will hire a UAF faculty marine educator; host workshops for scientists, teachers, and
students; create rural ocean science fairs; and expand the annual Communicating
Ocean Science workshop at the Alaska Marine Science Symposium. The funding also
will be used to develop Seanet, a network for long-term collaboration among
scientists, educators, students, and community members. For more information
contact Nora Deans at norad@alaskasealife.org.

Nest Guide, Second Edn.
Hot off the press! Alaska Sea Grant has published the second edition of the popular
Field Guide to Bird Nests and Eggs of Alaska's Coastal Tundra, by Tim Bowman. A
U.S. Fish and Wildlife ornithologist with 20 years' experience in Alaska, Bowman has
improved the book by upgrading 60 images with beautiful photos of tundra birds
and egg-filled nests. The book has helped hundreds of biologists identify nests,
eggs, and birds in the four years since it was first published, and has become a tool
for birdwatchers as well. Take a look at this irresistible book at
seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/SG-ED-44.html.

Support for Unalaska MAP
Alaska Sea Grant will receive $54,750 from the Qawalangin Tribe of Unalaska to
support the Unalaska MAP position. The Qawalangin Tribe awarded the funds to UAF
to continue MAP's environmental education, awareness, and outreach work in the
Unalaska area. The money is part of a settlement from the 1997 M/V Kuroshima oil
spill.

Genetics Paper Award
The Stevan Phelps Memorial Award for the best genetics paper published in an AFS
journal in 2007 was awarded to Harold Geiger, Ivan Wang, Pat Malecha, Kyle
Hebert, William Smoker, and Anthony Gharrett for their paper "What Causes
Variability in Pink Salmon Family Size?" in Transactions of the American Fisheries
Society 136:1688–1698. The work resulted from a synthesis of several Sea Grant–
funded projects. Geiger, Wang, Malecha, and Hebert were all graduate students of
Gharrett and Smoker. Hebert (1994) and Wang (2004) earned master's degrees,
supported by Alaska Sea Grant. The award was presented at the 138th Annual
Meeting of the American Fisheries Society in Ottawa, Canada, in August.

Photograph Honored



Deborah Mercy's photo "Fishing for Blue Crab" won honorable mention and has been
selected for the 2008 Rarefied Light juried fine art photographic exhibit in Alaska.
David Hilliard, nationally known photographer and photography educator based in
Boston, selected 63 of the 388 submitted photos for the show.

Mercy shot her photo near Little Diomede Island last March, of Heidi Herter, Opik
Akinga, and Jerry Iyapana in a snowstorm. They were collecting blue king crab
through a hole in the shorefast ice, for the AKCRRAB (Alaska King Crab Research,
Rehabilitation and Biology) project.

The photos will be exhibited at Fairbanks Pioneer Park Civic Center beginning
September 4, at the Anchorage Museum at Rasmuson Center starting November 14,
and at UAA Kenai Peninsula College and the Cordova Historical Museum.

Fish Business Course
Alaska Sea Grant MAP will offer the course "The Business of Fish" online and on TV,
allowing Alaska fishermen to gain skills without leaving home. The aim of the new
course is to help Alaska's small business commercial fishermen become more
knowledgable about operating a business, and perhaps grow their seafood
enterprise. MAP agent Glenn Haight is the lead instructor, and several guest
lecturers will also teach.

The course runs from September 16 to December 9, with 11 sessions. Instructors
will cover the basics of business financial management—writing a business plan,
financing, accounting, income tax, business organization, vessel and crew insurance,
and state and federal fisheries regulations.

The free, no-credit class is offered through the University of Alaska Television
Network. Most Alaskans can view UATV through their local cable network. For more
information or to take the class, go to http://seagrant.uaf.edu/map/workshops
/2008/businessoffish/index.html.

West Coast Agents
Sunny Rice and Torie Baker hosted the Sea Grant West Coast Fisheries Extension
Educator Conclave, in Petersburg last month. Five fisheries extension agents
attended from California, Oregon, and Washington, as well as several Alaska Sea
Grant faculty and staff. Attendees shared ideas and methods, strengthened
connections, and increased understanding of the Alaska regulatory system.

"The issues facing fishing communities and approaches to working with them are
surprisingly similar all along the coast, although the differences are what makes
these meetings vibrant," said organizer Sunny Rice. This is the second meeting of
West Coast fisheries extension agents held in three years, to foster regional
collaboration.

Laura Taylor Singer, of the Gulf of Maine Research Institute, led the group in a



4-hour negotiation exercise using a case study based on a fishing rights dispute
between state and federal government, two Native fishing groups, and commercial
and sport fishermen.

Funding for the conclave was provided by Fisheries Extension Enhancement (FEE), a
national network of Sea Grant fisheries specialists dedicated to enhancing the
sustainable use and conservation of ocean resources. In Alaska, FEE
accomplishments include young fishermen summits, fishing business workshops and
publications, seabird deterrent implementation in longline gear, whale entanglement
prevention, community cold storage support, water quality training, and marine
safety training.

Johnson in Anchorage
Terry Johnson, MAP recreation and tourism specialist, has moved his office from
Homer to the Anchorage MAP office at 1007 W. 3rd Ave. His new phone number is
(907) 274-9695. Carin Bailey, SFOS information officer, recently moved into the
Homer office where Johnson served as MAP agent for nine years. Johnson will be on
sabbatical leave until May 2009, writing a book about Steller sea lions.
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Research on Youths Leaving
Communities
What do the youth in Kodiak, Craig, Ouzinkie, Petersburg, and Sitka want, and can
they get it in their communities? According to an Alaska Department of Labor study,
up to 40% of high school graduates in Alaska leave home for points beyond and do
not return, and UAA anthropologist Marie Lowe is finding out how this trend affects
fishing communities. Her study, Alaska Coastal Community Youth and the Future, is
funded by Alaska Sea Grant.

Although Lowe has yet to analyze her data, her interviews with young people (ages
18-24) in the five communities reveal that high school graduates are unaware of
available options at graduation time and many who try college return home after a
year because they are unprepared and homesick. While new regulations are making
upward mobility in the fishing industry more difficult for young people in fishing
communities, Lowe thinks Alaska will have jobs available for young Alaskans in the
future. She hopes her research will help the state recognize the need for more
funding and development devoted to career and vocational programs. She also
hopes UA will work to strengthen its connections to the state’s school districts to
attract more students to stay in Alaska for post-secondary education, and to
promote student success at home.

Lowe feels that simple changes could be made to help Alaska retain its youths, and
that it’s important to do so because people who have a long-term investment in
Alaska are more likely to take on leadership and stewardship roles. “It’s in the
state’s best interest to find a way to bring the young people back in terms of the
future health of our communities and our state,” Lowe said.

Fisherman Credits Assistance
Program
Kodiak fisherman Lacey Berns credits the Alaska Fisheries Revitalization program
and USDA Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) with helping to move her family’s
salmon setnet operation in a new direction, toward improved quality products and



markets. Berns received financial and technical assistance through the two
programs offered in 2003-2006 to expand opportunities and raise prices for salmon.
The Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program trained thousands of fishermen in
business opportunities during that period as part of the TAA program. Berns now
sells her fresh salmon at farmers markets in northern California, with great pride
and to much acclaim from the buyers.

The economic disaster of the Alaska salmon fishing fleet in the 1990s spurred the
Alaska Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development and
USDA in 2003 to provide training and direct aid for fishermen. Berns and her family
used some of that funding and education to build a refrigeration unit in their skiff,
find markets in northern California, create a marketing strategy capitalizing on
health-conscious buyers, use free promotional materials from the Alaska Seafood
Marketing Institute, and set up a cooperative relationship with their processor. She
has gone from selling her entire season’s catch to a single processor to packing up
her filets for personally known buyers. “Our lives as a fishing family have taught us
that with the right effort thrown our way, we pick up the opportunity, reinventing
our livelihood,” said Berns in an article she published in the October issue of
National Fisherman.

New Kelp Site
Pribilof Island students
discovered the second known
population of a new kelp genus
near St. George Island, Alaska,
last July. Michelle Ridgway led
the Pribilof Island Marine Science
Camp, where children studied
seawater temperature, salinity,
marine habitats, and sea creature
biology for 11 days.

Ridgway was diving to retrieve a
hydrophone cable that the class
had been using, when she saw
the kelp. Recognizing that it was similar to the new algae, and like nothing she had
encountered in 22 years diving in Bering Sea kelp beds, Ridgway shipped tissue to
the molecular geneticist who had named Aureophycus, Hitoshi Kawai at Kobe
University in Japan. He confirmed that it is a “perfect match” for the new genus.
Ridgway learned of the new kelp when it was reported at the January 2008 NPRB
Marine Science Symposium by discoverer Mandy Lindeberg. Lindeberg, a NOAA
scientist, is writing a manuscript for a field guide to Alaska seaweeds, to be
published by Alaska Sea Grant.

The 25 St. George students at the science camp participated in the discovery, and



will continue the marine science lessons in their school science program. Alaska Sea
Grant, along with 15 other supporters, provided resources for Ridgway’s marine
education efforts.

Fish Business Accounting
Alaska Sea Grant recently published The Business of Fishing: Managing Finances, a
12-page SeaGram by MAP business specialist Glenn Haight. It outlines the basics for
financial management for fishermen, including bookkeeping systems and accounting
methods. Haight encourages all fishermen, even those who hire an accountant to
keep the books, to master the basics of financial recordkeeping. Haight uses the
publication in the UATV course he is teaching now on “The Business of Fish,” offered
Tuesdays from 12:00 to 12:50. See The Business of Fish course on the web for
more information.

Fuel Survey
The Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program and United Fishermen of Alaska are
seeking survey participation to learn how high fuel costs have affected fishermen,
and to help fishermen trade ideas about ways to improve efficiencies. To take the
Commercial Fishing Energy Issues survey, go to http://www.surveymonkey.com
/seagrantfuel. Preliminary results will be posted on the MAP Web site on or after
October 15.

Distribution Assistant
Dawn Montano recently began work as Alaska Sea Grant’s part time distribution
assistant. Montano fills mail orders for publications, and is responsible for invoicing.
Montano also works as a kindergarten aide and has her own desktop publishing
business. In her spare time she and her family ride horses, travel, hike, and
downhill ski.

Dillingham MAP Job
UAF invites applications for a tenure-track, full-time assistant professor to serve as
a marine extension agent in Dillingham. Representing the Alaska Sea Grant Marine
Advisory Program, the agent will deliver a marine extension program to residents of
32 rural communities in the Bristol Bay region of southwestern Alaska. MAP agents
provide information and technical assistance on fish harvesting and processing,
tourism, marine business management, community-based science and
environmental monitoring, resource management, marine conservation, and marine
resource education, and they also teach courses. For more information see
https://www.uakjobs.com or download the Dillingham position description [PDF; 36
KB].



2009 Alaska NOSB
On behalf of the Consortium for Ocean Leadership and the National Marine
Educators Association, UAF invites high school students to participate in the 12th
Annual Alaska Region National Ocean Sciences Bowl, in Seward, February 6-8,
2009. The Intent to Participate Form will be accepted until November 15. Contact
Phyllis Shoemaker, fnpas1@uaf.edu.

After a two-year hiatus, the marine research project with written and oral
components will be included, as well as the usual tournament-style academic
competition. The research project will be based on problems or hazards facing a
coastal community. In addition, schools that field a Tsunami Bowl team are eligible
to have their art students participate in a juried art show.

Teachers Can Earn $200
The Alaska Seas and Rivers Project is looking for elementary and middle school
teachers to pilot the newly developed Alaska Seas and Rivers Curriculum in the
classroom, and they can earn $200 for doing it. To receive the stipend, teachers
must implement at least 80% of a 3–5 week, online unit, and complete a pilot
review form. Teacher input is important to help ensure the curriculum is appropriate
for Alaska classrooms.

Nine units for grades K–8 are ready for piloting. All units address Alaska science
standards and grade level expectations. Teachers can preview the units at
www.alaskaseagrant.org/teachers. For piloting details, contact Marla Brownlee at
marlabrownlee@mac.com.
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Advisory Committee Meeting
Alaska Sea Grant will meet with its statewide Advisory
Committee November 20-21 at the National Park
Service building, 240 West 5th Avenue, Anchorage.
Topics on the agenda include the 2009-2013 strategic
plan; program sustainability; research and fellowships
with Ginny Eckert, Meghan Wilson, Knauss Fellow
Seanbob Kelly, and BP–Sea Grant fellow Sean Willison;
Alaska Sea Grant's role in education and building
capacity of our next generation; and a message from
Jim Murray, National Sea Grant deputy director. The
meeting is open to the public.

Alaska Sea Grant is pleased to have three new Advisory Committee members:
Robert Winfree represents the National Park Service, Bruce Bustamante represents
Princess Tours, and Geoff Haskett is the designee from U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Member John Shively has changed his affiliation to the Resource
Development Council for Alaska. For the full 26-member roster please see
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/about/advisory.html.

Open House
Alaska Sea Grant will hold an open house, along with University of Alaska Press and
University Marketing and Publications, December 11, 2-6 pm, at the Wells Fargo
Building, 794 University Ave., 2nd floor, Fairbanks. Join us for refreshments, and
browse the book and video displays for holiday gifts. Visit Sea Grant’s holiday gift
Web page at http://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/holiday/holiday2008.php.

Director Position Open
UAF is searching for an enthusiastic and forward-thinking person to lead the Alaska
Sea Grant College Program. The executive-level position provides leadership for the
program and manages a total annual budget of approximately $3.5 million. Among



the director’s responsibilities is management of a competitive grant program of
approximately $700,000 annually. Alaska Sea Grant is a statewide program that
supports research, education, and marine extension to help people understand and
conserve ocean resources and coastal communities. The director reports to the Dean
of the School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, UAF. For more information see
http://www.sfos.uaf.edu/employment.

Marine Education Faculty Job
The Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program seeks qualified candidates to apply
for the marine education specialist position. As a faculty member, this person will
help create a Center for Ocean Science Education Excellence in Alaska (COSEE
Alaska), funded by a five-year grant from the National Science Foundation. Located
in Anchorage, the specialist will develop educational and outreach connections and
tools for scientists, and communicate knowledge of Alaska’s ocean science and
ocean climate change worldwide. For more information go to
http://www.sfos.uaf.edu/employment.

Marine Habitat Mapping CD
Alaska Sea Grant published the new CD-ROM, Marine
Habitat Mapping Technology for Alaska, edited by
Jennifer Reynolds and Gary Greene. A product of the
Marine Habitat Mapping Technology Workshop for
Alaska (April 2007), the volume has 17 papers written
by international experts. With nearly 100 high-
resolution visuals, the publication is geared to the broad
community in marine resource management, as well as
researchers and technicians who need mapping knowledge, in Alaska and
worldwide. The North Pacific Research Board (NPRB) funded the workshop and CD-
ROM. The publication with high-resolution graphics is available on the no-cost CD.
Free, downloadable low-resolution versions of the articles are available at
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/AK-SG-08-03.html.

Fish Entrepreneur
Glenn Haight and Sunny Rice edited the second issue of
the newsletter Fish Entrepreneur, with articles on
developing pricing strategies for direct markets; an
interview with a Cook Inlet set net direct market
operation, Alaska Blue Harvest; and a new, reliable
technique to pressure-bleed salmon onboard. Part of
the Alaska Sea Grant MAP FishBiz program, the
newsletter provides resources for Alaska's direct



Renowned Ketchikan artist,
Ray Troll, created original art
for the cover to our
shark/skate/ratfish field guide.

seafood marketers. The newsletter is available free online at http://seagrant.uaf.edu
/map/pubs/fishentrepreneur.html.

Authors' Book Signing at
Pacific Marine Expo
The authors of Field Guide to Sharks, Skates, and
Ratfish of Alaska will be at Pacific Marine Expo again
this year to sign copies of the book. Duane Stevenson,
James Orr, Gerald Hoff, and John McEachran will be at
the Author’s Corner, booth #747, Qwest Field Event
Center in Seattle, at 11 am, November 20.

The user-friendly guide is the most comprehensive
overview of Alaska’s cartilaginous fishes available. In
the year since Alaska Sea Grant published this book,
more than 1,000 copies have been distributed. The
books are used for reference on commercial fishing
vessels and charter boats, in libraries, by fisheries observers and seafood
processors, for research and teaching, in ADFG at-sea surveys, by shark
conservation organizations, and as gifts. To get your copy, go to
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/SG-ED-57.html.

Marine Fellowships
Graduate students, add rocket fuel to your career! The Sea Grant Knauss Fellowship
in marine policy, and the NOAA Fisheries Sea Grant Fellowships in population
dynamics or resource economics, could be just the career opportunity you are
looking for.

Knauss Fellows work on national resource policy issues in congressional or federal
agency offices in Washington, D.C. The deadline to apply to Alaska Sea Grant for the
2010 fellowship is February 20, 2009; fellowship begins February 2010. NOAA
Fisheries Sea Grant Fellows, as doctoral students, spend the school year at their
university and summers immersed in real-world, hands-on research and training
with a mentor at one of NOAA's Fisheries Science centers or laboratories. NOAA
fellowships begin summer 2009, and deadline for application is January 20, 2009.
For more information see http://seagrant.uaf.edu/research/fellowships.html.

Diving Article Published
Reid Brewer published an article in the October 2008 issue of Diver Magazine, to
increase interest and tourism in the Aleutian Islands. Brewer wrote the article,
“Alaska’s Aleutian Islands: It’s Not the End of the World but You Can See It from
There!” on the 2006-2007 EMAP research cruises (Environmental Monitoring and



A photo of an octopus, kelp
holdfasts, and pink corraline
algae, featured in Diver
Magazine. Photo by Reid
Brewer.

Assessment Program), with a focus on encouraging
divers worldwide to consider diving in Alaska.

In July 2006 Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation project leaders, along with a crew of ten
scientists and specialists, Reid Brewer among them,
embarked on an Aleutians monitoring and assessment
project, part of a nationwide effort to monitor water
quality on the U.S. coastline. Stops along the way were
Attu, with its western Pacific species of fishes, corals,
and algae; Kiska, with shipwrecks and other war relics;
and Amchitka, site of nuclear testing, where species
diversity and diving conditions rival any of the 50 sites
they dove in over the two-year period. Continuing east the crew visited Adak, noted
for excellent diving; the volcanic Islands of Four Mountains, where they discovered a
new algae species; Unalaska, where diving is quite popular already; and on to
Akutan, once a whaling station.

Photos by Brewer and others illustrate the article. Diver Magazine covers scuba
diving and underwater research in the Pacific Northwest, and has a broad readership
worldwide. Brewer’s story was highlighted by Diver Magazine at the 2008 Divers
Equipment and Marketing Association meeting, attended by more than 10,000
divers.
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Advisory Committee Meets
The Alaska Sea Grant Advisory Committee met
November 20-21 in Anchorage, with Sea Grant interim
director Paula Cullenberg and other staff, faculty, and
guests. UAF Chancellor Brian Rogers spoke to the
group, and committed to help sustain MAP faculty
positions. National Sea Grant deputy director Jim
Murray highlighted the gathering as the best meeting
he has attended in the last few years, and
complimented Alaska Sea Grant for progress made on
the Alaska King Crab Research, Rehabilitation and
Biology project. U.S. Senator-elect Mark Begich stopped
by as well, to briefly discuss fisheries and other marine
issues.

Presentations were made by Ginny Eckert, SFOS; Meghan Wilson, Institute of Social
and Economic Research, UAA; Seanbob Kelly, Alaska Sea Grant Knauss fellow;
Daniel Julius, UA vice president for research and academic affairs; Dean Denis
Wiesenburg, SFOS; and Sean Willison, BP-Alaska Sea Grant fellow. Sunny Rice and
Torie Baker also talked about the success of the Alaska Young Fishermen's Summits.

Advisory Committee member Molly McCammon, director of the Alaska Ocean
Observing System, will organize conference calls for a new public policy
subcommittee every three months, to identify trends on state and federal issues and
discuss Alaska Sea Grant strategy. The strong engagement of the Advisory
Committee underscores Alaska's broad community and partner support for Alaska
Sea Grant.

Alaska Sea Grant Funding
Opportunity Is Open
Alaska Sea Grant invites pre-proposals for research projects for the period February
1, 2010–January 31, 2012. We seek innovative proposals in the natural and social



sciences that focus on the environmental and economic viability of Alaska's coastal
communities. We are interested in proposals that address environmental change
impacts on and adaptation strategies for coastal ecosystems and/or coastal
communities; and improving economic viability of Alaska coastal communities by
adding to the value of local resources. Pre-proposals are due January 26, 2009, and
must be submitted online. For qualifying PIs, full proposals will be due April 17,
2009. The request for proposals is available at http://seagrant.uaf.edu/research
/rfp/2010/prelim-proposal10.php.

CQE Workshop
Alaska Sea Grant MAP, Ecotrust, North Pacific Fisheries Trust, Gulf of Alaska
Communities Coalition, and others will cosponsor a workshop for coastal
communities to help strengthen community quota entities (CQEs), February 17–18,
2009. Alaska communities establish CQEs as nonprofit organizations, to buy halibut
and black cod shares and lease them to community members. With the goal of
enhancing the success of the nonprofits, the workshop will provide technical support
to CQE managers, on nonprofit governance, finance, regulatory issues, lease
management, and accounting. Alaska Sea Grant will publish the proceedings of the
workshop as a book.

Results of Commercial Fishing
Fuel Survey
In September–October 2008, Alaska Sea Grant MAP and
United Fishermen of Alaska conducted a Web-based
survey of Alaska commercial fishermen. During a
season of very high fuel prices, we asked how increased
prices had impacted their businesses, what their
responses were, and what further information they
could use to adapt. Responses came in from 126
people, broadly representing gear types and locations.

According to Alaska Sea Grant interim director Paula Cullenberg, the value of the
survey will be in helping policy makers and lawmakers design programs to help
fishermen weather tough economic times. The survey also provides Sea Grant with
information to develop training workshops, publications, and other tools to help
fishermen save money and improve efficiency.

"Many fishermen expressed an interest in getting help to compare different engines,
and how to effectively use energy-saving devices like flow meters," said Sunny Rice,
Petersburg MAP agent. "We will be looking at developing ways to give fishermen
answers to their questions through new publications and workshops in their
communities." Sixty-four respondents to the survey were considering adding or
were already using a fuel flow meter to monitor consumption, and 74 were thinking



Former NOAA Fisheries fellow
Dana Hanselman prepares to
submerge in the Delta
submersible.

about or had switched to more efficient engines.

About 88% of the fishermen said they had changed their fishing behavior in
response to high fuel prices. The most common changes were less exploration, and
fishing closer to home or not returning home as often. Over 70% "paid lots of
attention" to maintaining their engine and fuel systems, as well as throttling back
more when running. Over 60% planned routes and timing to minimize distance and
tide effect.

Twenty-eight percent of fishermen said that their processors assisted with fuel
costs. The practice is not unusual, according to Cordova MAP agent Torie Baker.
"Fishermen routinely buy fuel from processors and their tenders," said Baker.
"Processors, especially if they are a larger company in a remote location like the
Aleutians or Bristol Bay, in many cases bring in barged fuel purchased at bulk
rates."

The survey results provide a useful snapshot of fishermen's responses to increased
fuel prices, even though the sample represents a small group of the 10,000 permit
holders in Alaska. For more information see http://seagrant.uaf.edu/map/recreation
/fuel-efficiency/survey/survey-results.html.

Apply for a Knauss or NOAA
Fellowship
For Alaska graduate students interested in marine and
aquatic sciences and policy, the Knauss Fellowship can
be a springboard to an exciting career in resource
policy, biology, and management. The deadline for
applying for a 2010 fellowship, to Alaska Sea Grant, is
February 20, 2009.

Early this December three UAF students joined 51
Knauss Fellows in Washington, D.C., for placement
week, to select their positions for the coming year.
SFOS graduate students Celeste Leroux, Erin Steiner,
and Mary Bozza will begin fellowships February 1, 2009.
UAF graduate Seanbob Kelly will soon finish his 2008 Knauss Fellowship with the
National Marine Fisheries Service, where his focus is on implementing the
congressional reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act.

The Knauss fellowship program began in 1979 and is run by the National Sea Grant
College Program.

The deadline for applying for a NOAA Fisheries Sea Grant Fellowship, in population
dynamics or resource economics, is January 20, 2009. As doctoral students, NOAA
Fisheries Sea Grant Fellows spend the school year on campus and their summers



doing research and training with a mentor at a NOAA Fisheries Science center or
lab. NOAA fellowships begin summer 2009. For more information on Knauss and
NOAA fellowships, see http://seagrant.uaf.edu/research/fellowships.html.

Western Alaska Science
Conference
The second annual Western Alaska Interdisciplinary Science Conference and Forum
(WAISC) "Energizing Our Future," will be held April 6–10, 2009, in Nome. The UAF
Northwest Campus and Alaska Regional Development Organization will host the
event. The first WAISC conference, in April 2008 in Dillingham, brought together
scientists, educators, rural leaders, and subsistence hunters and gatherers to
discuss science and issues relevant to Western Alaska.

According to Nome MAP agent Heidi Herter, a member of the organizing committee,
the 2009 conference will have sessions on energy, fisheries, subsistence, mining,
freshwater quality, reindeer herding, ecology and wildlife, public health, Beringia,
waste management, and education. Abstracts for oral and poster presentations, or
workshops, should be submitted before February 1, 2009. For more information see
the 2009 WAISC call for papers.
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