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MPA Program heads North to the Yukon College
By Dennis J. Doland 
Whalesong Staff

Most University of Alaska 
Southeast professors have at 
most a fifteen or twenty minute 
commute to their classrooms, 
but for Norm Gorsuch, Associ- 
ate Professor of Law Science 
and Public Administration, the 
trip entails an airplane ride to 
Canada every two weeks.

Gorsuch is one of the UAS 
instructors involved in the 
Masters of Public Administra-  
tion (MPA) program at Yukon 
College in Whitehorse, Yukon 
Territory.

The program is offered in a 
cooperative effort between UAS 
and the Yukon Territorial 
Government's Public Services 
Commission. All of the stu-

dents currently enrolled in the 
program are employed by the 
Yukon government.

According to L.A. Wilson, 
Dean of the School of Business

and Public Administration at 
UAS, administrators officially 
authorized and initiated the 
program a year and a half ago.

However, the program was

in the conception and planning 
stages for at least six months 
prior to that, Wilson said.

On the other side of the 
border, Aron Senkpiel, Dean of 
Academic Studies at Yukon 
College, and Stan Boychek, of 
the Yukon Public Service 
Committee, oversee the MPA 
program.

The Yukon MPA program is 
unique in that it utilizes no State 
of Alaska subsidies for its 
funding. The Yukon govern- 
ment not only pays instructors' 
salaries, but also funds UAS 
faculty travel expenses to and 
from Whitehorse.

The territorial government 
has agreed to provide a library 
for the Canadian students, as 
well.

Wilson said instructors

generally teach the same 
courses in Whitehorse as they 
do in Juneau, so as to keep extra 
preparation time to a minimum.

For instance, this semester 
Gorsuch teaches PADM 606, 
Formulation of Public Policy, to 
UAS students, to military 
educands via satellite and to 
Yukon students over a period of 
four weekends in March and 
April.

Wilson said 20 to 25 people 
are currently enrolled in the 
program.

He said most students are 
mid and upper level managers 
in the Yukon government.

Because of the intensity and 
the short duration of the week- 
end classes, and the similar 
employment backgrounds of 
enrollees, Wilson said, "there is

a lot of social support" amongst 
students.

Typically, Gorsuch travels 
from Juneau to Whitehorse on a 
Friday afternoon. On Saturday, 
he teaches class from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., with a break for 
lunch.

On Sunday, class runs from 
9 a.m. to noon. Then, Gorsuch 
spends Sunday afternoon 
counseling students. Sunday 
evening, Gorsuch flies back to 
Juneau.

The Yukon MPA program is 
nearly identical to the one 
offered here at UAS-J, and all 
Yukon applicants must meet the 
same enrollment criteria re- 
quired of Juneau students.

However, there is one major
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"The Yukon MPA 
program is unique in 
that it utilizes no 
State of Alaska 
subsidies for its 
funding."  _ L.A. Wilson

Rifle Team member aims for Olympics
By Ben Pollen 
Whalesong Staff

Chuck Platt, a University of 
Alaska Southeast student, has 
qualified for the 1992 Olympic 
Trials to be held in Chino, 
California, in June.

Platt, who qualified at a 
recent riflery competition held 
in Fairbanks, will shoot in the 
small bore and air rifle divi- 
sions. To qualify for the trials 
an individual must meet mini- 
mum scores at any official 
competition and receive an 
invitation from the National 
Rifle Association.

The U.S. International 
Shooting Championships are 
held every year and serve as a 
stepping stone to the Olympics 
as well as other major events, 
such as the Pan Am games.

At the Olympic trials, 700 to 
800 competitors will shoot three 
separate matches over a period 
of several days, from which 
their scores will be compiled

and the results determined. The 
matches last from six to seven 
hours each and for the small 
bore division, require the 
participants to shoot from three 
different positions: kneeling, 
standing and prone. The air 
rifle division requires only the 
standing position.

Platt has qualified for the 
U.S. International Shooting 
Championships every year since 
1987. "In 1990 was my best year 
so far. I placed seventh in the 
collegiate championships,"
Platt said. In that match, Platt 
shot a score of 389 for the air 
rifle and 1148 for the small bore. 
Perfect scores for those divi- 
sions are 400 and 1200, respec- 
tively.

Platt is originally from 
Mercer, Pennsylvania and went 
to school in Fairbanks for two 
years before transferring to 
Juneau. "I received a scholar- 
ship at UAF for riflery, but I 
would have gone there anyway 
to shoot on the rifle team," Platt,

who is majoring in education, 
said. Platt started shooting 
when he was 14 and has been 
competing for six years.

For several summers Platt 
trained in a junior program in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
and is now attempting to make 
the National Development 
Team. The National Develop- 
ment Team is a preliminary to 
the National Team, both of 
which are funded by the NRA. 
"If I shoot what I'm capable of, 
I'll make the National Develop- 
ment Team," Platt said.

According to Platt, the 
National and National Develop- 
ment Teams are wonderful 
opportunities to train and 
improve shooting skills. The 
support by the NRA and the 
chance to shoot against other 
more skilled competitors 
enhances your shooting skills.

NRA funding allows the 
Teams to travel and compete 
against many other shooting 
clubs.

UAS Student Chuck Platt heading to Olympic Trials In June.
Photo By Dennis J. Doland
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Dolitsky discusses women's rights in the Russian Commonwealth
"The country's economy was developed, the cultural revolution was set in motion, and that, according to Soviet Marxist- Leninist social 
scientists, opened the way toward the complete emancipation of women."
By Alexander B. Dolitsky,
Director Alaska-Siberia Research Center 
Juneau, Alaska

The question of equal rights for women in the Soviet 
Union is a historical one. Before the Socialist Revolution 
of 1917, women in Russia were considered second-class 
citizens and had no social rights. They could be bought, 
sold or exchanged, for example, for a herd of sheep. 
After the October 1917 Revolution, the introduction of 
new progressive legislation was the first step toward the 
settlement of women's issues in Soviet Russia when the 
government declared women's political equality 
formalized in the first Soviet constitution of 1918. Other 
laws passed in the same period dealt with labor protec- 
tion for working women and abolishing legal inequality 
in marriage. To put this in historical perspective, these 
women's rights legislative actions predate the passage 
of the Nineteenth Amendment of 1920, which gave all 
citizens of the United States the right to vote regardless 
of sex.

The former Soviet government believed that the 
experience of all liberation movements has shown that 
the success of a revolution depends on how women take 
part in it. Therefore, in the twenties and thirties the 
delegate assembles became the basic form of social 
work. Women organized mass celebrations of Interna- 
tional Women's Day (March 8), as well as women's 
meetings, working women's days, and other social and 
political events. In the countryside the political educa- 
tion of women was the responsibility of libraries, 
political clubs and social workers who visited house- 
wives in their homes.

To provide an answer on how to fight for equal 
rights, the former Soviet government adopted Marxist- 
Leninist ideas on equal rights for women and developed 
them in the new historical conditions. Equal rights for 
women, at least on a theoretical level, were only ob- 
tained in the Soviet Union through a radical social 
reorganization of society. The country's economy was 
developed, the cultural revolution was set in motion, 
and that, according to Soviet Marxist- Leninist social 
scientists, opened the way toward the complete emanci- 
pation of women.

Equal rights for women in the former Soviet Union 
meant an ability to participate in common productive 
labor, to occupy the same position as men (e.g. tool- 
maker, plumber or construction worker), to become 
involved in state management and increase their social 
and political activity. For example, in the USSR, 75 
percent of educators and 70 percent of doctors are 
women. It is important to note, however, that most of 
the women are teachers of elementary and secondary 
schools and lower medical personnel.

In the pre-glasnost period, i.e. before 1985, there were 
almost 500 women in the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, 
which is more than in all the parliaments of the western 
countries put together. In the Supreme Soviets of the 
Union and Autonomous Republics, 35 and 39 percent, 
respectively, of the deputies were women. In addition, 
almost half the total number of deputies in local Soviets 
were also women. This was a result not only of 
women's legal rights approved by the Soviet Constitu- 
tion and their personal achievement, but also a manda- 
tory central government quota designed to involve 
ethnic minorities and women in the social and political 
process (similar to affirmative action programs in the 
United States). Women and ethnic minorities in the 
former Soviet Union do not have the first priority in 
hiring or social services. However, the opportunities 
were provided and they could compete with others on 
an equal basis.

Although social, economic and political rights of 
women are equal before the law and can be economi- 
cally independent, in reality their social role in the 
society has been limited and somewhat archaic. Family 
life is the area of life where women are still not equal. 
Women still do almost all the household work, which 
was a typical situation when the wife was not employed 
outside the home.

Soviet society made an effort to help women and 
their families bring up their children. Often, the family 
and the school alone could not satisfy all the various 
interests of the child. This is why state organizations, 
trade unions and various public organizations tried to 
develop a system of education outside the school. For 
example, there are 4,600 houses for school children and 
members of the Young Pioneers, a youth organization.

While parents cannot always influence their 
children's choice of occupation, the family plays a major 
role in forming their children's moral principles and 
their attitude toward life. This is why the Principles of 
Marriage and Family Legislation defined the responsi- 
bility of the family in bringing up children: "The father 
and mother shall have equal right and obligations with 
respect to their children. Parents must bring up their 
children in compliance with the moral code of builders 
of communism, be responsible for their physical devel- 
opment, study and preparation for socially useful 
activity." Parents' ideals normally coincided with those 
of society. The family brought up its children bearing in 
mind the social requirements that will be made of them.

Thus, women's and minorities’ rights in the former 
Soviet Union have been protected by the State govern- 
ment as it tried to meet necessary quotas by manipulat- 
ing the election process and by establishing a predict- 
able social hierarchy. With new social and economic 
changes in the country that encourage a market

economy and a free election system, the traditional 
social order may collapse, unstable new governments 
may no longer be capable to support some social 
programs and, therefore, women and minorities will by 
forced to compete with men, various political groups 
and nationalities. Thus, if the former Soviet Union 
continues implementation of free enterprise policies and 
federalism, women and minorities may lose their 
influence and position in the very near future, unless 
they organize themselves without governmental 
assistance in a meaningful fashion similar to the 
women's and minorities' movements of the 20th century 
in the West.

Student Government elections approaching
By Gregory Norman 
Whalesong Staff

On April 1 5 , 1992 the United Students of the Univer- 
sity of Alaska Southeast Student Government will hold 
its annual elections for the positions of president, vice 
president, legislative affairs coordinator and three 
Publication Board members.

Before the elections can be announced, advertised or 
advocated, USUAS council members are tasked with 
passing the proposed Constitutional changes drawn up 
by outgoing President Joel Hinz.

In a special meeting called for tomorrow at 8:30 a.m.,

the council to discuss and ratify the outstanding contri- 
butions President Hinz is suggesting. The Whalesong 
believes these changes are in the best interest of stu- 
dents.

It is up to you, the students who elect this represen- 
tative body to attend the meeting, voice your opinion 
and support your elected officials.

In the past, the student council and election process, 
have been lacking student support. I urge you to get 
involved. Make an effort to steer the direction of the 
student body. By taking the time to attend meetings, 
vote and or run for office, you take a step towards 
bettering your own college experience.

Correction:
In the March 4 issue o f Whalesong it was reported that 
only two UAS students are enrolled in PADM 632, a course 
taught by Senator Jim Duncan. However, that enrollment 
figure did not take into account the number of students 
taking the course via distance education. According to the 
School o f Business and Public Administration, 13 students 
are enrolled in the course statewide.

The Whalesong regrets the error.

Clarification:
Due to the volume of questions regarding the anonymous 
letters to the editor, the Whalesong would like to remind its 
readership o f our editorial policy. The Whalesong Editorial 
Policy states: "Authors wishing to remain anonymous must 
contact the Whalesong editor with the request. The final 
decision rests with the editor."

Editor-in-Chief             Gregory  Norman
Managing Editor Ronald G. Arvin
Photo/Graphic Editor Dennis Doland
Copy Editor Stephanie Chance
Reporters Ben Pollen

Molly Duvall 
Tina Lee

Adviser Jan Marie Dell

The University of Alaska Southeast student newspaper, 
Whalesong, is a bi-weekly publication with a circulation of 
2,500 copies per issue. The Whalesong's primary audience is 
UAS students, although its broader audience includes 
faculty, staff, and community members. Whalesong will 
strive to inform and entertain its readers, analyze and 
provide commentary on the news, and serve as a public 
forum for the free exchange of ideas. The staff of the 
Whalesong values freedom of expression and encourages 
reader response. Letters to the editor are welcome and 
highly encouraged. All letters must be signed to be 
considered for publication and may be edited for style and/ 
or brevity but never content. The Whalesong is located on 
the Auke Lake campus in Mourant 207B. Mailing address: 
11120 Glacier Highway • Juneau, AK 99801. Telephone: 
789-4434, Fax 789-4595, VAXID: JYWHALE.
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Dr. O'Clair questions 
student s credibility
"Students at UAS are lucky that she is on 
our faculty."
Dear Editor:

I would like to address the anonymous student who 
criticized Marjorie Fields in your last issue.

First, "Mrs.” Fields has a doctorate in her area of 
specialization, and therefore is correctly referred to as 
"Dr." Fields.

Secondly, I am wondering what the credentials of 
this anonymous student are. Does this student have a 
doctorate in early childhood education? If not, what 
right does she/he have to condemn Dr. Fields' course? 
Dr. Fields is an internationally recognized authority in 
her area, and has been invited to lecture many times 
both nationaly and internationally. Only those at the 
cutting edge of their field are accorded such honors. Dr. 
Fields is a scholar who has studied widely in her area 
for many years, and her knowledge is by no means 
restricted to "her children, nieces and nephews." Stu- 
dents at the University of Alaska Southeast are lucky 
that she is on our faculty.

Thirdly, I cannot understand why this student is 
angered that Dr. Fields uses a book which she authored 
as the text for one or more of her courses. For sure, if I 
wrote a book, I would use it as a text for any of my 
courses for which it was appropiate. It seems to me that 
is the right of the instructor, and students should be 
delighted to use a text authored by the instructor. I 
might also point out that the book in question is by no 
means the only book which Dr. Fields has written.

Fourth, the student seems angered that Dr. Fields 
gives "only 45 minutes" to a theory which competes 
with the one which Dr. Fields favors. I salute Dr. Fields 
for spending even 45 minutes covering a theory which 
she thinks is incorrect or inadequate. I think this is very 
generous of her. Instructors are paid, not just to give 
distillations of certain areas, but to make value judge- 
ments about those and present the best ideas to stu- 
dents.

Sincerely,
Rita M. O'Clair, PhD 
Associate Professor of Biology

Inmate seeks lasting 
pen-pal, friendship
Dear Editor:

Firstly, I am a convict in the Arizona State Prison 
here in Florence, Arizona.

To explain my situation would be very difficult to do 
at this time. I shall not try to justify my past actions for 
they were done in utter confusion, but please be assured 
that I am cognizant of the past, reasons that brought me 
to these hallowed walls. It would be weak to give up, 
and someday I will defeat this monstrosity.

A short resume of myself: Full Name- Billy Joe 
Gates, Age- 25 years old, Hair- Blondish-Brown, Eyes- 
Hazel, Height- 5ft. 9in. tall, Weight-150 lbs., I am of 
Irish and Indian Descent, and I am single. I also have

many interests.
Frankly, I would like to correspond with someone. 

My letters will be of a friendly nature, for I seek only 
friendship with people from outside these gray walls. 
Thank You.

Respectfully,
Billy Joe Gates

Professor challenges 
anonymous student
Dear Editor:

I would like to address the student whose letter 
contained the phrase "for Christ's sake, they're just 
trees" in your last issue.

Please take a biology class from me. I will teach you 
to respect plants.

Sincerely,
Rita M. O'Clair
Associate Professor of Biology

Student Assistant defends 
Dr. Fields' teaching style
Dear Editor:

A recent letter to the editor made some grossly 
inaccurate claims about Dr. Marjorie Fields teaching 
practices and programs to which I must object. As Dr. 
Fields' teaching assistant for the last three years, and as 
a senior in the Early Childhood Education bachelor 
program, I have had a great deal of experience with her 
courses, her books, and her level of expertise. I am 
afraid the person making those claims is grossly misin- 
formed.

First, please note that "Mrs. Fields" has a doctorate 
and is a well-respected national authority in both early 
childhood education and in the field of literacy.

Second, the Whole Language approach to promoting 
literacy in young children was not developed by Dr. 
Fields, as the letter suggests. Rather it is an internation- 
ally recognized approach that has gained recognition 
for effectiveness in promoting literacy skills in young 
children.

Further, I think it's important to clarify that neither 
phonics nor other decoding skills are dealt with sepa- 
rately at any time during class. Rather they are embed- 
ded in the entire course. This is in keeping with the 
current and most widely held theories about the 
development of literacy. Prospective teachers are 
taught how to make decoding skills more understand- 
able and useful in the context of a meaningful narrative. 
This approach is especially helpful to the dyslexic 
children the writer mentions because it allows them to 
use their areas of strength to work on their areas of 
weakness.

In the last three years I have had the opportunity to 
assist Dr. Fields with the technical aspects of writing not 
just one book, but three. Let's Begin Reading Right, a 
college textbook, is now in it's second edition and is 
used in college courses nationwide. Literacy Begins At 
Birth was written for parents and other caregivers to aid 
in their understanding of literacy development in 
young children. Constructive Discipline fo r  Young 
Children is currently in press. As you can see, these 
books cover different course content areas and any one 
of them could not be used, as the writer claims, in more 
than one course Dr. Fields teaches. As for using her 
own texts, why would any professor not use a text that

he or she has written? Each of her books and profes- 
sional journals can be found in the UAS library or 
obtained through interlibrary loan.

What's the point of "reciting what Dr. Fields preaches 
in order to get a decent grade?" Are you learning 
anything that way? If the person who wrote the letter is 
indeed one of Dr. Fields' students, the day will come 
when you'll be applying for and experiencing student 
teaching. Because the Early Childhood Education 
program focuses on Kindergarten through 3rd grade, 
the chances of having to teach language arts to emergent 
readers is quite strong. I think you'll find that if you 
don't understand how young children make sense of 
print or the methods to facilitate children's learning 
about print, you'll have more to fear from your own 
ignorance than from any influence Dr. Fields might have 
on your grade.

Sincerely,
Ruth Ryan

Student sees balance, 
and neglect in USUAS
"I am encouraging you to take an active 
part in your government and be informed 
about what they are doing."

Dear Editor:
I would like to express my frustration at the tone of 

the Student Government meetings. On a primary level, 
the meetings are well run. They are well-organized and 
President Hinz keeps topics flowing. Agenda points are 
covered fully and everyone is given a chance to speak. 
However, topics do not drag out passed the useful 
point.

As the meetings progress, some definite personalities 
arise. There is an overwhelming aura of egotism. Now, 
there are a few members who are fighting for the 
students they represent. The rest, seem to be glory 
hounds. Motions are made, not necessarily for the good 
of the students or the University, but for the advance- 
ment of the Council members as a whole. They may 
have forgotten from where they came, but just because 
they are Council members doesn't mean they are above 
the students they say they represent.

The point of this letter is an appeal to the UAS 
student body; Make the effort to find out what is on the 
agenda. If a topic interests you, or someone you know 
who can't attend the meeting, please go. Recently, there 
is a great deal of gossip as to the possibility of Student 
Government negligence. I am not advocating the 
spread of rumors; I am encouraging you to take an 
active part in your government and be informed about 
what they are doing. Support them when you agree 
with their projects, and speak out against the projects 
you disagree with. Advertisment of agenda topics is 
minimal and so is attendence. To assist in the efficiency 
and effectiveness of Student Government, the students 
need to be present. This active population will be a 
constant reminder to the Student Council members:
They were elected into office by the students, for the 
students, and not to stroke the individual egos of the 
members or represent the group aspirations of the 
Student Government.

Thank You,
Gabrielle DeLong 
UAS Student
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Yukon...
Continued from page 1

difference in the two programs: 
courses offered at Yukon 
College are infused with topics 
related to Canadian issues.

From the beginning, program 
administrators have encouraged 
instructors to bring Canadian 
content and context into their 
courses whenever appropriate.

The students currently 
enrolled in the Yukon M PA, 
program are slated to graduate 
in the spring of 1994.

Because each class is offered 
only once in the program's 
sequence, it is important that 
students do not miss the oppor-

tunity to take a course.
If they do, they essentially 

have only one recourse avail- 
able: come to Juneau for a 
semester and take the required 
class.

Wilson said three elective 
courses are in the planning 
stages.

He said that although the 
content of proposed courses is 
still being negotiated, the 
emphasis will likely relate to 
Canadian issues.

Wilson mentioned Canadian 
Native Land Claims talks as a 
current example.

Karen House's appeal proceeding slowly
By Gregory Norman 
Whalesong Staff

Exactly one year ago Univer- 
sity of Alaska Southeast Chan- 
cellor Marshall Lind informed 
Assistant Professor of Educa- 
tion Karen House of his deci- 
sion to deny her promotion 
and tenure.

At first, House thought "it 
was a very good April Fool’s 
joke." It wasn't.

House appealed Lind's 
decision and has been awaiting 
the newly established process to 
proceed. House, the first 
professor in Southeast to face 
the new process, said, "I'm 
uncomfortable with it because I 
have no other people to turn to 
for advice."

According to the appeals 
process UA President Jerome 
Komisar requested Governor 
Wally Hickel appoint a hearing 
officer. One week ago the 
hearing officer was named. 
Richard Monkman of Juneau 
will oversee the presentation of 
evidence by appellant House

and Dr. Roberta Stell, Dean of 
Academic Affairs will represent 
the university.

House asked for and will 
receive an open hearing in

Juneau. She said William 
Kaufman, UA Vice President 
and General Counsel informed 
her she could have a friend 
accompany her at the hearing- -  
to give advice, interpret material 
and provide support.

House choose long-time 
friend and colleague Wallace

Olson to accompany her. "I'm a 
young buck. I don't know all 
the ins and outs. Wally really is 
the best suited, and he’s some- 
one I trust," she said.

House said, "I certainly 
appreciate the moral support 
that I've received from file 
faculty and students. It really 
has kept me going."

She said, the support "has 
steeled me to the idea that I 
have to fight this, not only for 
myself, but for other faculty that 
will soon be going through the 
tenure review, and also to 
protect the value we give to the 
quality of education on this 
campus."

House said she has other 
options at this stage and would 
like to put this behind her and 
get on with teaching.

Although no date has been 
set for the hearing, House 
received a letter from Kaufman 
stating that it will be soon.

Even though the public is 
allowed to attend the hearing, 
participation will be limited to 
written form.

Classroom Administration Building, Yukon College. Photo 8yBruce Gifford

Student Housing will 
undergo planned 
summer renovation
By Molly Duvall 
Whalesong Staff

This summer Student 
Housing will be undergoing 
some major and minor renova- 
tions. Every building, including 
the lodge, will be worked on. 
This project is being funded by 
the recent settlement with MK 
Construction and the University 
Repair Fund.

Some of the areas to be 
covered are the painting of the 
interior walls and ceilings 
(because of a seismic upgrade), 
repairing roofs, replacing the 
stairs to the Lodge, attic repairs, 
replacing shower areas and 
renovating the lower parking 
lot to make it easier for water to 
drain.

The renovation are sched- 
uled to begin June 1 ,  1992, and 
end the second week in August.

The current estimated cost is 
between $400,000 and $500,000.

The university may issue a 
bond for November, if it is 
approved by the voters, the 
work could be continued 
during the summer of 1993, this 
according to a memorandum 
received by Lynette Grammel, 
Student Housing Manager.

Whalesong 5
Writing portfolio program expanded to Education Department
By Stephanie Chance 
Whalesong Staff

The Education Department 
now has a writing proficiency 
requirement. This requirement 
was instituted in the Fall of 
1990.

In order for an education 
major to register for 300- and 
400-level courses, they must 
have submitted a writing 
portfolio to a jury of English

and education faculty members.
The jury reviews the work to 

make sure that the student has 
proficient writing skills to 
succeed in 300 and 400 level 
courses and as a teacher.

There are two main reasons 
for the portfolio requirement's 
existence. First, some students 
would get to the student 
teaching portion of their 
program and would not be able 
to write a complete sentence or

spell words correctly. Second, 
the school wants to help drive a 
writing-across-the-curriculum 
program for all students.

Many of the students en- 
rolled at the University of 
Alaska Southeast are seeking 
teaching degrees. By requiring 
these students to look for 
courses that have them do more 
writing, the program offers a 
better writing experience.

The education portfolio

requirement is a quality-control 
program. It is designed to find 
out at the beginning of a 
student's program if there is a 
writing problem.

If it is discovered at the end 
of a student's program that 
there is a writing deficiency, the 
student will probably not be 
able to get a job in any school 
district.

Students under the 1989-90 
and previous programs are

exempt from the portfolio 
program but are being urged to 
go through with it on a volun- 
teer basis.

If the student wants to turn 
in the portfolio early for advice, 
they are more than welcome to 
contact Assistant Professor of 
Communications, Don Cecil, the 
portfolio adviser. Cecil will 
examine portfolios and deter- 
mine if students need the extra 
coursework.

New Auke Lake dock provides easier accessibility to Student Activities
By Tina Lee 
Whalesong Staff

Located on Auke Lake below 
the Hendrickson Annex,

University of Alaska Southeast 
students have access to a new 
ten-by-fifty-foot floating dock.

The main purpose of the 
dock is to provide the Student

Activities office a convenient 
place to launch the existing 
canoes and kayaks.

There have been many 
requests for a dock, allowing for

easier access to Auke Lake. The 
canoes and kayaks are being 
stored in a shed above the dock 
area.

The dock was constructed by 
trustees at the Lemon Creek 
Correctional Center. The 
materials for the construction 
were supplied by the univer- 
sity.

"We have worked with LCC 
for many years in construction 
and ground work and we have 
had a great working relation- 
ship with the Coordinator, 
Royce Lock, and his crew 
during that time," Bob 
Etheridge, Building Services

Supervisor, said.
The dock will be completed 

in about a week. An anchor, a 
non-slip surface, an aluminum 
transition slip and tie downs an 
a few of the minor finishing 
touches needed to finish the 
dock, Etheridge said.

According to Etheridge, the 
dock will only be available 
to people affiliated with the 
university, and no outside use 
will be allowed.

Etheridge said students 
planning on using the dock 
should remember to use the 
lifejackets available at the time 
of rental.

The new Auke Lake dock built by the trustees at the Lemon Creek Correctional Cen ter.
Photo By Dennis J. Doland
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Summer session adds courses, self-support fee
By Tina Lee 
Whalesong Staff

The University of Alaska 
Southeast has expanded its 
course offerings for summer 
1992. Despite the tuition 
increase, there have been some 
added courses and visiting 
instructors for undergraduate 
and graduate students.

Math, office administration 
and science are some of the 
areas where there are additional 
courses being offered.

In the past, only Math 105 
was offered during the summer 
session. This year Math 055 and 
Math 107 will be offered, in 
addition to Math 105.

There will also be more one

credit office administration 
courses offered.

Another addition is in the 
science department. There will 
be a new biology course taught 
by Tom Gallagher. Introduction 
to Environmental Studies is a 
three credit non-lab course. 
Also, Geology 104 will be 
offered as a summer course for 
the first time. The instructor is 
Cathy Connor.

Again this summer the 
university is offering the 
Northwest Coast Summer Art 
Program. Courses include, 
basketry, handmade paper from 
indigenous plants and silver 
carving.

Along with the additional 
courses, there is an increased

tuition cost. The general fund 
the University receives is not 
sufficient to cover the instruc- 
tional cost for summer school.

Summer school has been 
operated with a combination of 
the general fund and excess 
tuition form Spring and Fall 
semesters. But, due to budget 
cuts that did not occur this 
year. The additional $20 per 
credit hour is a fee to make 
summer school instruction self- 
supporting.

There are three visiting 
instructors this summer.

Eva Olds, a Juneau resident, 
will be instructing Speech 111 
(Fundamental o f Oral Communi- 
cation); Matt Felix, a consultant 
at the Department of Health

and Social Services, will be 
teaching Psychology 101 (Intro, 
to Psychology); and Mary 
Hannick, who received her 
MPA in 1988 at UAS and is 
working on her Doctorate in 
United States Women's History 
at State University of New 
York, will be instructing 
History 131 and 132 (History o f 
the United States, parts one and 
two).

At the time of registration 
students will also receive a 
survey form asking them if they 
would use The Learning Center 
and the times they would use it. 
The survey will give the univer- 
sity an idea about the time and 
subjects that should be focused 
on to support student needs.

The Learning Center will be 
open this summer, though no 
official hours have been deter- 
mined.

The two areas where tutors 
will presently be available are 
Math and Economics.

"I encourage students that 
are trying to set up a summer 
schedule to meet with an 
adviser or myself," said Jean 
Linthwaite, Summer School 
Coordinator.

The Student Resource Center 
is open for summer school 
advising. Students can call 789- 
4457 or stop by the office, if 
they would like to set an 
appointment.

Linthwaite said, students can 
call her at 789-4582.

Satellite to bolster distance education programs, foreign language
By Ben Pollen 
Whalesong Staff

In early April, a new satellite 
dish will be erected on top of 
the Egan library. The dish will 
be the second one to be put into 
place and will introduce a 
variety of new services to the 
students at University of Alaska 
Southeast, by receiving signals 
from 17 different satellites with 
24 channels from each one. 
While this may sound like just a 
lot of shopping networks to 
watch, that is hardly the case.

"There are 13 or 14 colleges 
around the U.S. that broadcast 
many of their classes on satellite 
stations," said Susan Warner, 
Media Services Production 
Technician. According to 
Warner, the new satellite will 
allow UAS to tap into those 
telecasts, and students will have 
dozens of classes from which to 
choose. The programs will be 
broadcast from places such as 
the University of Arizona and 
will include innovations such as 
"Mind Extension University" 
from Nebraska.

There would have to be 
enough demand from students 
to warrant the extra cost of 
tuning in to the specific courses 
but the potential is enormous. 
"There are thousands of hours 
of college credit being broadcast 
every semester," said Warner. 
With the new satellite dish, 
media services will be able to 
'pull down' this broadcasting 
for students to make use of.

The courses that are brought 
in will be taught through 
'interactive audio'. Instead of

simply watching a television 
screen in the library, students 
will be able to call up the 
instructor to ask questions and 
receive help while the class is 
being taught.

The 'interactive audio' 
courses will be used to supple- 
ment, and not compete with, 
existing classes and degrees

offered at UAS. One of the 
areas that may be bolstered is 
the language department. 
There are many foreign lan-  
guage classes being broadcast 
that UAS could utilize, but 
students could also learn by 
tuning in to many channels 
being telecast solely in French 
or Spanish. "If a group of

students was interested in the 
Japanese shopping network, for 
example, we could time that in 
for them," said Warner.

According to Warner, 
Alascom recently installed a 
new fiber-optic phone system 
which, as a result, freed up a 
great deal of time and space on 
their satellites. This, combined

with recent advances in technol- 
ogy, made for less expensive 
satellite rates and brought the 
cost of importing classes into a 
reasonable price range for UAS.

Classes through the new 
satellite hookup could be 
available as early as this fall and 
possibly this summer, according 
to Warner.

Whalesong News
Native student organization seeks new members
Editor's Note: This article was 
submitted by Tom Jimmie, Lybbie 
Dugaqua and Rhonda Guest for 
publication.

The Whalesong encourages student 
submissions.

Are you a Native American 
or college student interested in 
learning about Alaska Native 
cultures?

If you answered yes, then I 
urge you to read on.

There are a  handful of native 
students on the University of

Alaska Southeast campus that 
are very interested in meeting 
you. These students have been 
meeting together since last 
semester and are interested in 
starting a formal Native Student 
Club on campus.

What does this group have to 
offer, you ask? By forming a 
native student group we would 
give support to one another 
academically.

One goal might be to help 
decrease the dropout rate of

native students.
Some of the group objectives 

are to have potluck meetings, to 
discuss Native spirituality, have 
special guest speakers, dance 
groups, social functions/ 
outings, mentorship programs 
and special workshops.

As a member of the student 
group you will have a chance to 
meet and leam about/of the 
various Native Alaskan and 
American Indian Groups that 
are here on the UAS campus.

We are asking for your 
participation in the ways of 
ideas and suggestions that 
address our needs and desires 
as students at UAS.

As students ourselves we 
recognize that we are all busy, 
and our study time is very 
valuable.

Therefore we suggest short 
meetings scheduled to a time 
that will allow maximum 
participation by our member- 
ship.

Hopefully by now you have 
questions.

Before you forget those 
important questions, write them 
down and bring them to our next 
meeting which will be W ednes- 
day, A pril 8 at 3 p.m. in the 
Mourant Student Lounge at the 
Auke Lake campus.

This is your chance to voice 
your feelings, opinions, concerns, 
and ideas.

Your voice counts. So come 
and show your support.

CLASSIFIEDS/7789-4434
CLASSIFIEDS

Buv or Sell

For Sale: Ski Boots, size 10, 
Lange, excellent condition. 
$40. Call 789-4321—ask for 
Ben.

For Sale: Nintendo, games 
include Silent Service, Zelda, 
Draeula's Curse, Dr. Mario and 
more. Also a small color TV, 
ah d 'd  Franklin Mint Civil War 
Chess Set. Call 789-4238 or 
789-4434.

For Sale: Stereo in cabinet, 
dual cassette, graphic equal- 
izer, speakers, like new. Call 
Stephanie a t 789-3119.

For Sale: 3 Beautiful Birds, 1
"pied" male and 2 “normal" 
cockatiels. All young, healthy, 
good pets and breeders. 
Sacrifice for $75 each. Call 
789-5801.

For Sale: '86 Peugeot 505 GL, 
good condition, runs great, no 
rust! AM/FM cassette radio

with new speakers. Air condi- 
tioning and Climate control. 
$6,700 for inquires please call 
789-4321.

Anything for sale try the
Whalesong Classifieds. Free to  
students, faculty and staff.

For Sale: 1986 Chevy pick-up, 
gray, no rust, runs great, 
snowplow, negotiable. 
$8,000—call Darin 790-2477, 
after 6.

For Sale: 1986 Mustang II— 
Burgandy with Black leather 
interior, new custom engine. 
$5,500 or best offer. To see

call after 6 a t 790-2477 or 789- 
5220.

Employment

Looking for jobs:
A reliable person is looking for 
part-time domestic jobs: 
housekeeping, babysitting 
and others. Call 789-5605, 
anytime.

Vacations

TAKE YOUR BREAK ABROAD!
Exchange vacations arranged 
between students worldwide. 
Discount air fare available.
C ontact STUDENTS ABROAD,

P.O. Box 944, Orangevale, CA 
95662 Tel: (800) 428-8538 Fax: 
(916)635-1165.

Personals

Free tax help available a t the 
Egan Library Group Study 
Room on the main level. 
Saturdays, l-5p.m. until April 
11. Call Carol Anderson a t 
789-4483 for more information. 
Sponsored by the American 
Association of Retired Persons.

Student government meets bi- 
weekly a t 11a.m. Stop by the 
student government office for 
additional details. Meeting 
dates are April 10 and April 
24.

Classified advertising FREE to
university students, faculty and 
staff. Stop by the  Whalesong 
office in the Mourant Building 
with your ad copy.

Attention:
Any students interested 

in researching the history of 
avalanches in the area of the 
White sub-division, 2 mile 
Glacier Hwy, C ontact Dave 
Dawson a t 586-9708.

Big Brothers/Big Sisters Bowl for 
Kids Sake. Saturday, April 25, 
Bowling begins a t 10 a.m. Call 
586-3350 for additional infor- 
mation.

Beast:
Happy Birthday you 

FOOL! You know w hat hap- 
pens a t 24! Yes—to  both 
questions!

—Beauty

Whalesong classifieds, it 
works! Call 789-4434.



8 News April 1 , 1992

Artists gear up for '92 Juneau Jazz and Classics Festival
Juneau Jazz & Classics is 

picking up the tempo as its sixth 
festival of classical and jazz 
music approaches. On May 8- 
17 ,1992, musicians from 
throughout the United States 
and Canada will head to Juneau 
for 10 days of concerts, work- 
shops and lectures.

Jazz audiences will be 
delighted by the authentic 
Kansas City blues and jazz style 
of Jay McShann and his quartet. 
Free Flight, a Los Angeles-based 
quartet that raised the rafters in 
their 1987 Juneau appearance, 
will provide contemporary jazz 
sounds during the second 
festival weekend.

Linda Rosenthal, UAS 
Professor of Music, violinist and

founder of Juneau Jazz & 
Classics, notes that this year's 
festival will bring together a 
"highly versatile" group of 
musicians. Combining wide- 
ranging repertoires with 
exceptional talent are pianist 
Lincoln Mayorga, classical 
saxophone virtuoso Harvey 
Pittel and the Meridian Arts 
Ensemble, a Juilliard-trained 
brass quintet. "These classical 
artists are as comfortable with 
the Duke as they are with 
Debussy," said Rosenthal.

The Festival will observe its 
traditions of free noon-time 
concerts and a Family Concert 
on Mother's Day. For the first 
time ever a Blues Cruise, 
featuring Jay McShann's Kansas

City quartet, will tour the local 
waters. The Festival Finale will 
combine the classical and jazz 
talents of the musicians in a 
mixing and matching of styles. 
Rosenthal said to "expect 
anything from Bach to Basie."

Tickets go on sale in April 
and can be purchased in the 
UAS bookstore, and other 
bookstores, at the door, or by 
writing to Juneau Jazz & 
Classics at PO Box 22152 
Juneau, AK 99802. The com- 
plete concert and workshop 
schedule can be obtained by 
writing, or by phoning Juneau 
Jazz & Classics at (907) 364- 
2801.

Juneau Jazz & Classics is a 
non-profit organization, dedi- 
cated to bringing musicians of

the highest caliber together in 
Juneau. Formed in 1987 by 
Rosenthal, an internationally 
renowned violinist and Juneau 
resident, the Festival is intended 
to celebrate the finest in music 
while benefiting the commu- 
nity, the tourism industry and 
local musicians.

Compliments of Alascom the 
1992 UAS Graduates will 
receive free admittance to the 
May 8 concert.

A one credit special topics 
course is being offered in 
conjunction with the Festival. 
The course is designed to offer 
students an opportunity to learn 
about the music and styles 
featured during the 1992 Juneau 
Jazz and Classics Festival.

Classroom discussion will

focus on the general history of 
classical and jazz styles. Re- 
cordings and video tapes will 
be used to enhance the student's 
understanding and appreciation 
of the specific musical works.

In addition to attending the
two, two-hour classroom
sessions, students will be
required to attend at least two
of the 15 festival events or write *
a paper relevant to the music of 
the 1992 Festival.

The class will run from April 
20-22, 7-9 P.M. in the 
Hendrickson Building, room 
110. The instructor will be 
festival founder, Linda 
Rosenthal.

For additional information, 
students may contact Rosenthal 
at 586-1934 or 789-4414.

Student Council establishes Publications Board
By Stephanie Chance 
Whalesong Staff

The United Students of the 
University of Alaska Southeast 
Student Council have set up a 
Publications Board to provide 
comments to the editor and 
staff of the Whalesong.

The PB was created to "hire, 
terminate and review the job 
description of the editor" and 
to make sure that the Whalesong 
is staying within the bounds of 
its editorial policies. The PB 
was also created to distance the 
Whalesong from Student Gov- 
ernment.

At the March 1 3 , 1992 
USUAS Student Government 
meeting, the council passed

resolution 92-2, establishing the 
Publications Board. Although 
the editor of the Whalesong was 
out-of-town and had asked that 
th e resolution be tabled until he 
returned, USUAS President Joel 
Flinz felt the issue should go 
forward.

The Board consists of five 
members; one faculty, one UAS 
staff member and three students 
(one each from upper and lower 
division standing and one at 
large).

The members are to be 
appointed by, but not members 
of, USUAS Student Council.

Three official members of the 
Board have been appointed. 
They are faculty member Al 
Borrego, Associate Professor of

Public Administration; UAS 
staff member Maria Easley and 
student Candice McBride. 
Students Frank Clark and Ruth 
Ryan are unofficial members of 
the Board.

The Board has not officially 
met to formalize policies or 
determine the Chair.

The goal of the PB is to 
effectively communicate with 
the editor and evaluate the 
work published in the 
Whalesong. Additional pur- 
poses will be to provide con- 
structive feedback about the 
tone and attitude expressed in 
the Whalesong.

The Board will communicate 
with the editor on decisions 
made concerning th e  Whalesong.


