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Lizard lover turns on to the world
By K yra Kelly 

How many people do you 
know who can describe them- 
selves as frugal, eccentric, and 
brash, and who love lizards and 
drumming all at the same time? 
Probably very few. Prepare to be 
introduced to someone who is all 
of these and more.

All About John D. Arnold: 
Occupation: Student, gypsy, 

store manager of the Pet Depot 
Primary Interests: Lizards, 

bugs, snakes, and beetles 
Why at UAS: Probably for a 

biology degree. Also he loves 
Alaska so much that he can't stay 
away long.

Would Like to Major In: 
herpetology (except he can't find 
a school that offers it), zoology as 
an alternative.

Educational Philosophy: 
"Learning because you want to, 
following what you want to do 
rather than what will make you 
money. You have to put up with 
a certain amount of B.S., so try to 
choose tire lesser of all evils."

Future Careen "To play with 
lizards and beetles and to turn 
everyone on to them and to

everything, and 
to be turned on— 
mentally, 
spiritually, and 
sensorally—by 
everything. To 
be an artisan-to 
get by by selling 
my own handi
work. I'd also 
like to maybe 
write, think, and 
travel some 
m ore."

Outstanding 
Qualities: Frugal, 
eccentric, 
colorful, goofy, intelligent, 
innovative, brash, and creative/ 
artistic.

Favorite Band: Jethro Tull, 
Unde Shiny's (a local band of 
which he is a part, who will be 
releasing their first single, "I 
Cannot See the Sun," around

Christmas.)
Instrument 

Played: 
Drums, 
because "it's 
sensual, I like 
the sensation 
of playing 
skin on skin."

Favorite 
Author: 
Gerald 
Durrell 

Last Book 
Read: "T 
(expletive) 
busy with my 

(expletive) textbooks that I can't 
(expletive) remember when the 
last time I read something else 
was."

Latest Eccentric Plan: To build 
a houseboat (he's already started 
construction in his basement) 
which will rest upon a floatation

device comprised of spare tires 
(they were free) filled with empty 
film canisters (they were free, 
too). He then hopes to "float on 
down the coast to Tierra Del 
Fuego."

Plans For Next Summer: to 
drive down to Eugene, Oregon, 
with a carful of people to sell the- 
dyes at a Grateful Dead show.

Quote: "Fear sucks. Boredom 
sucks. Apathy sucks." Why does 
fear suck? "Because it keeps you 
from doing things that you want-
B o r e d o m ?

"Because you're not turned on." 
Apathy? "You're not bored, but 
you waste away."

Our interview was cut 
short when John suddenly 
announced he had to go buy dirt 
I tried not to take this personally. 
At any rate, now you know John 
Arnold. So if you see him, say hi.

I N  T H IS  IS S U E :

*Student responds to Whalesong
editorial, page 2_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
*Who says good ole boys don't 
believe in astrology? See page 6

*Student perspectives on the 
Daddy's Roomate debate: 
Read page 3

* USUAS president speaks 
out against administration: 
see page 8.

grad student crowned 
king,  p a g e  5 _ _ _ _ _

Will a UAS ski team ever shoot out of the gates again?
By M ark D uran

W ill it ever be possible for the 
University of Alaska-Southeast to 
sponsor a competitive ski-racing 
program again? Both the 
University of Alaska-Anchorage 
and the University of Alaska- 
Fairbanks support successful 
programs. UAS is a much 
smaller university, in terms of 
enrollment, but is size the reason 
for not sponsoring a team?

There are many colleges which 
boast similar student populations 
in the country, yet most offer a 
wide variety of collegiate 
sporting programs, including 
skiing. Chris Tapfer, former 
president of the National 
Collegiate Ski
Association (NCSA), said I was

informed that size was not an 
issue. For example, Albertson 
College in 
Idaho has 
only five- 
hundred 
students, 
but boasts 
some of 
the
nation's 
top
NCSA 
athletes.

An- 
other
example is Whitman College, 
where ex-UAJ ski coach Tom 
Olson heads the program. 
Though a college with only 1200 
students, Whitman skiers

regularly place within the top ten 
of the NCSA standings every

year. Again, Whitman 
is an example of a small 
college which can 
support a successful 
skiing program.

Maybe it's a lack of 
interest? U A S h as a 
large per-capita skiing 
population according to 
the number of discount 
passes sold, and 
number of college 
students are often seen 
on the lift line. Also, 

over twenty students signed up 
for a proposed skiing dub, 
sponsored by Student Activities.

Ski storu continued on page 8 
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A Glorious Revolution Indeed

Not since William and Mary 
landed on the shores of a 
turbulent England in 1688, has 
another "invasion" been better 
received than the arrival of 
Costco, K-mart, and Mapco, to 
the majestic shores of Juneau. 
Similar to the 'bloodless revolu- 
tion" of three-hundred centuries 
past, a retail revolution is within 
our grasp.

Due to our isolated condition, 
local residents have suffered at 
the hands of their tyrannical 
retailers for many years. Ab- 
surdly high pricing has forced 
the local consumers to their 
knees at times - not to be 
"knighted" of course, but solely 
for the sake of convenience. The 
lack of fair competition, or a free- 
market for that matter, within 
many Southeast communities 
has traditionally forced a good 
portion of consumer business 

I toward outside interests, such as 
mail-order catalogs and carpet- 
bagger salesmen. Through no 
fault of the consumer, Juneau 
residents have been lulled into an 
exploitive trance. Well, Costco, 
K-mart, and Mapco may just be 
the cure for our accumulative 
hypnotic state, if you will, a little 
order toward the development of 
a free market philosophy.

For more than a century, 
many merchants have supported 
a dogmatic rationale in support 
of over-pricing within our 
community: shipping costs. This 
form of reasoning cannot be 
substantiated to the degree at 
which Juneau residents are 
charged over-and-above the 
actual wholesale cost of a given 
item to the merchant. Price guns 
are commonly calibrated to such 
ridiculous mark-up ranges as 
two and three-hundred percent 
above cost. Is this due to 
shipping?

Additionally, the lack of an 
adequate free market has 
allowed such a virus to exist 
within our community, virtually 
unmolested. The equation is 
simple: Juneau residents earn 
more on average, therefore, 
merchants are able to charge 
more, regardless of the dogmatic 
and greedy rationale behind their 
actions. Higher prices for goods 
usually only inflate the price of 
those goods, not the actual value.

Again, Juneau residents have 
anticipated the arrival of the two 
retail giants-Costco and K-mart— 
for many months. Students too, 
are anxiously awaiting their 
arrival. Concepts such as 
"inexpensive" and "bulk-price"

have remained just that in Juneau 
—  concepts. These two concepts 
may finally be applied within our 
isolated community. Local 
residents have earned this right.

However, a watchful eye 
must be cast on a concept 
commonly referred to by many 
economists as "equilibrium." 
After the original hysteria is 
gone, and the novelty of these 
stores wears off, residents should 
be on guard for attempts to raise 
prices back to the pre-Costco era. 
Many refer to this phenomenon 
as "price-fixing", but this would 
imply cohesion among the 
various merchants. Equilibrium 
is a better-suited term, for it does 
not imply cohesion. Earnestly, 
the abundance of strong compe- 
tition may curb this phenomenon 
in the future. Let's hope so.

Congratulations are in order 
for Costco, K-mart, and Mapco, 
for h eir willingness to land on 
our isolated shores amidst a 
status quo. A consumer revolu- 
tion is in sight, creating quite a 
stir within our community. It 
remains to be seen, however, 
whether this retail revolution will 
go down in the local history 
books as "glorious" indeed.

Student strives for 
political correctness

To the Editor:
After reading The 

Whalesong, published on 10/23/ 
93, I have considered requesting 
that my two dollars (the amount 
of each student fee that goes to 
The W halesong) be given to a 
more worthwhile organization 
that is more beneficial to my 
university experience. The most 
offensive pieces were the "joke" 
classified ads and the editorial 
about the totem pole raising.

The ads were inappropri- 
ate and should have never been 
allowed in the paper, even as a 
joke. Sexism is not funny; neither 
is ageism. If you truly believe 
that these jokes are funny, tell 
them in your own home, not in a 
paper, that is distributed 
throughout the community, 
[and] is supposedly representa- 
tive of the "united students of 
UAS',"[sic.] and is produced in 
part, by my two dollars.

The editorial concerning

the totem pole was a poorly 
written series of ambiguous 
statements. If you are going to 
embrace free speech and write 
your personal opinion for us all 
to read, then you must, as a 
competent and paid journalist, 
back up your statements with 
fact. Her are some facts for the 
other side of tire argument.

Tourists who come to see 
the Totem Pole will not all be old 
(and my grandparents and I take 
offense at your ageist remarks 
about all senior citizens being 
"silly", "naive" and—  as implied 
by your editorial—"stupid"). 
Many tourists will benefit from 
seeing a work of art that repre- 
sents more than can be ex- 
plained. Is it better to not make any 
effort to appreciate and respect 
cultures that our "Occidental 
culture" has so effectively 
oppressed?

I disagree with your 
opinion that the Totem [pole] 
can't be both a spiritual and a 
tourist attraction. Having people 
stop and look at it even for a 
m inute, will only make the

Totem[pole] grow taller and 
more powerful. If The Whalesong 
had bothered attending the 
raising in its entirety, and had not 
just made a brief appearance, 
you would have heard that the 
message of this Totem [pole] is 
unique; [i]t was raised in the 
spirit of working together, all 
people—and that begins by 
stopping and taking the time to 
look, drink and ask questions. 
Th e editorial assumes that 
because tourists, the local, or the 
locals or some Native Alaskans 
ask "why is it here?" drat drey 
can never understand the 
message or gain from it. The 
Totem is for both the ones who 
know, and the ones who have 
yet to learn.

For all your philosophical 
cynicism, you were lacking in 
presenting any alternatives or 
solutions to what you protested 
so much. O f course pluralism 
cannot be obtained within the 
present patriarchal system; it 
can, however, be approached if 
we pay attention to these kinds 
of ceremonies that celebrate both

the old and the new.

Daw n Pisel
student

Ed. note: The Whalesong is 
not under the auspices o f the United 
Students o f the University o f Alaska- 
Southeast. This publication, 
however, does partially obtain its 
funding from  Student Activities fees.

In addition, there was a Whalesong 
representative at the Totem Pole 
raising fo r  its entirety, namely Adam 
Wehrley, a Whalesong writer and 
photographer.
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A Heartfelt Thanks!

The Native student organization of the 'University o f Alaska-Southeast Wooch.een, and it's 
faculty advisors, would life to extend a heartfelt Gunalcheesh ho-ho to all the people who 
honored the totem pole raising at the Auke Lake campus on October 3 ,  1993, with their 
donations, assistance, or witness of this ceremony. 'The university campus and the 
community o f Juneau, are still raving ahout this special event. ‘"We have all 
worked together towards the successful unification of our community 
to raise our hopes and dreams.
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Op-Ed
Why Daddy's Roommate belongs in school libraries

B y  J eri Cary

A  heated public debate is 
raging over the acquisition of a 
children's book for libraries in the 
Juneau School District. The book 
in question is Daddy's Roommate, 
which portrays a child's relation- 
ship with his divorced parents 
and the father's gay partner. 
While action on the book has 
been taken by the school district, 
the likelihood is that the School 
Board will be called in before a 
final resolution is readied.

Superintendent Robert Van 
Slyke responded to the recom- 
mendations of three on-site 
committees last week when he 
instructed school librarians to 
remove Daddy's Roommate from 
the picture book section, and 
place it in the category of juvenile 
non-fiction on the topic of 
families. Even before Van Slyke's 
decision was handed down, a 
group of parents had organized a 
one-day boycott of the schools to 
express their discontent. The 
message of the boycott seemed to 
be that the only satisfactory 
action the District could take 
would be to immediately remove 
the book from the school 
libraries.

Given this strong, highly 
vocal opposition, it's commend- 
able that Van Slyke and the

members of the on-site commit- 
tees have taken a stand for 
retaining the book. The decision 
to categorize Daddy's 
Roommate as a non- 
fiction work for juveniles 
on the topic of families 
strikes me as particularly 
accurate and appropri- 
ate.

For too many years, 
the concept of "fam ily" 
has been limited to 
describing nuclear 
families, composed of 
two biological parents 
and the children th ey 
conceive and raise 
together. This is the 
standard against which all oth er 
families are measured, and the 
type of family most commonly 
portrayed in children's books. 
Census Bureau statistics indicate 
that this portrayal of the "average 
American family" is grossly 
inaccurate: only about 27% of 
families in the U.S. conformed to 
the nuclear family pattern in 
1980. The other 73% of families 
in our nation—and, it would 
seem, in our community—are 
single parent families, step 
families, adoptive families, foster 
families, and cohabiting families, 
including gay and lesbian

couples with children.
The unfortunate interpreta- 

tion that is often made of these

statistics is that families are in 
trouble. Variations on the 
nuclear family theme are viewed 
as aberrations, rather than a 
celebration of tire diverse ways in 
which loving parents provide for 
their children's physical, emo- 
tional, psychological, and 
spiritual needs. Apparently, 
there is an enormous gap in 
some peoples' minds between 
"family values" and valuing 
families, regardless of the form 
they take.

While Daddy's Roommate is a 
picture book, portraying a make- 
believe child and family, the

subject matter is as real as the 
debate the book has inspired. 
Gays and lesbians sometimes do, 
in fact, have children, whether 
through heterosexual partner- 
ships or through adoption. 
Consequently, literature portray- 
ing the experience of growing up 
with a gay parent is relevant to 
children. This is true not only of 
children with a gay parent, but 
children in general, who need to 
understand the realities of their 
world.

The book's positive portrayal 
of a child whose parents are 
divorced, and whose father is 
gay, has been criticized as a 
"fairy  tale" in the public hearings 
conducted by th e on-site commit- 
tees. The implication of this 
statement seems to be that any 
child with a divorced parent, or a 
gay parent, is likely to be 
emotionally disturbed and 
socially maladjusted as a direct 
consequence of parental "fail- 
ures." It might be more accurate, 
and well as more constructive, to 
reflect on the societal attitudes 
which are often the true sources 
of emotional disturbance and 
maladjustment. When books 
and movies portray non-nuclear 
family structures as aberrations, 
and when the idea of a child

enjoying his divorced father's 
company is greeted with 
disbelief, or outright derision, a 
positive conception of the 
situation becomes much more 
difficult for the child. In truth, it 
is often homophobia and a 
profound lack of societal support 
for alternative family forms that 
creates stress for children whose 
families are "different." Ironi- 
cally, it's often the patience, 
commitment, and support of 
their non-standard families that 
helps these children to become 
strong, independent, fair-minded 
human beings.

Removing Daddy's Roommate 
from the school libraries would 
be an act of discrimination 
against children with gay or 
lesbian parents, as well as a 
disservice to the rest of the 
children in the district. Given the 
misinformation about homo- 
sexuality th at prevails in our 
society, retaining the book in the 
schools can be perceived as one 
small step in the right direction. 
It's high time that we valued the 
families that exist in our commu- 
nities, and not just the ones that 
exist in our fantasies.

"Variations on the 
nuclear family theme are 
viewed as aberrations, 
rather than a celebration of 
the diverse w ays in which 
parents provide for their 
children's physical, emo- 
tional, psychological, and 
spiritual needs."

M usings, Ruminations, and Invectives
by John M cIlwatn N o Book B u rn in g s , please!

It seems that cooler heads 
and the First Amendment have 
prevailed and Daddy's Roommate 
can live in Juneau a littl e longer. 
The controversy concerns the 
acquisition and subsequent 
availability of the children's book 
Daddy's Roommate by the Juneau 
school system. Within some 
segments of the community, the 
book's subject matter, a boy 
visiting his divorced, gay father 
and his "roommate", raised a 
few hackles. At issue is the 
appropriateness of the subject 
matter for elementary school 
children. For some, the subject 
matter is inappropriate for 
anyone; it is information about a 
segment of our society that they 
would have us ignore.

A t issue is not only censor- 
ship, but truth. Homosexuality is 
an issue with which many have 
difficulty coming to terms. It is

certainly disturbing enough for 
many to view as something to be 
shunted away in a comer. It is 
treated as inhuman, a depraved 
state to be marginalized and 
hidden from society. Never 
should we view the truth th rough 
anything but our limited scope; 
ignorance is best.

W ith this perspective, a sense 
of ignorance transcends truth. 
Are children 
to be raised 
without any 
consideration 
for, or 
information 
about, the 
real world?
Shall we keep 
them from any information that 
is deemed unsuitable to our 
morality without explaining 
why? Are we to prevent some 
children from learning in order 
to shelter those whose parents 
are unwilling to give them the 
tools to understand the world? 
The answer to these questions is 
no.

It is not the schools' responsi- 
bility to form a moral universe 
for children, it is the parents'. If 
parents wish for their values to 
be passed on to their children, it

is their responsibility. The school 
has the duty to present informa- 

tion of any 
kind in an 
honest 
way. 
Parents 
should not 
surrender 
the role of 
moral

navigator; it is reckless for them 
to do so. By trying to establish the 
school as a center for morality 
development, the parent allows it 
to usurp his or her role. Parents 
should directly supervise their 
child's growth; not by farming it 
out to another institution.

The content of the book, 
Daddy's Roommate, deals with 
homosexuality in a manner that 
lets the child know that D addy's 
moving in with another man 
isn't the end of the world. It 
attempts to explain an emotion-

ally difficult and hard to under- 
stand subject for a young 
audience. It reassures the child in 
that situation that he or she is 
neither alone, nor an outcast 

Professor of Children's 
Writing at The New School for 
Social Research, Margaret Gabel 
says that if a book is written well 
and truthfully, it is suitable for a 
child who has been given the 
tools to deal with the subject 
m atter."  If a book is written for 
subject matter or an audience 
only, it is not literature it is 
propaganda, whatever the 
perspective." If Mr. Willhoite's 
book was written honestly, the 
book is not a threat; it is catalyst 
for discussion. Parents concerned 
should discuss the subject matter 
with their children; to neglect to 
do so is to miss the opportunity 
to parent responsibly.

'"It is not the schools' 
responsibility to form a 
moral universe for children, 
it is the parents’."

Sincerely,
Wooch.een
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For more 
information or just 
a smiling face, 
stop by the Stu- 
dent Activities 
Office or call us at 
465-6528!

November 93 Student
Activities
Calendar

Sunday
M o n d a y T u e s d a y W e d n e s d a y Thursday  Friday Saturday

31 1 2 3 4

Open Gym, 
Basketball
6-8 p.m., Auke Bay 
Elementary Gym

5

Tuxedo Junction
8 p.m., Centennial Hall. $25 
UAS Students (9+ credits). 
Must be 21 to attend. 
Tickets on sale at the UAS 
cashier.

6

Open Gym, 
Volleyball
6-8 p.m., Auke Bay 
Elementary Gym
3 on 3 Basketball 
Tourney
6-8 p.m., Alike Bay 
Elementary Gym 
Sign up at Student  
Activities Office 8

Farenheit 451
7 p.m., in the Mourant 
Lounge. Discussion 
following on banned 
books.

9 10

Comedian & 
Ventriloquist 
Jeff Dunham
8  p.m., Centennial Hall. 
$12 UAS Student (9+ 
credits)$15 Advance,
$18 Door

11

Open Gym,
Basketball
6-8 p.m., Auke Bay 
Elementary Gym
Capture the Flag, 7
p.m., Meet at Mourant 
Cafeteria; wear 
dark clothes.

12

Ski Tuning 
Clinic,
6:30-10:00 p.m., Ski 
movie and food 
included. Mourant 
Lounge.

13

Open Gym, 
Volleyball
6-8 p.m., Auke Bay 
Elementary Gym
Kayak Clinic,
7:30-10:00 p.m,
Augustus Brown Pool.
Beg. & Adv. professional 
instruction. 15 16

Ice Cream Social
3 p m., FREE to staff, 
students, and faculty. 
Mourant Cafeteria.

J

17 18

Open Gym, 
Basketball
6-8 p.m., Auke Bay 
Elementary Gym 
"Like Water for 
Chocolate,"
6:30 & 9 p.m. shows, HB 
113, $6 , Sponsored by 
JAH C  &  U A S .

"B" Movie Night
"Bad Taste"
That's the name of the 
movie. 7 p.m., Mourant 
Lounge.

2 0
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News
Eclectic musicians charm audience

B y  M a r k  D uran

A Juneau audience was 
treated to an evening of "envi- 
ronmental" music and a dessert 
reception at Chapel by the Lake 
recently. Guitarist Eric Tingstad 
and oboist Nancy Rumbel 
returned to Juneau to perform a 
concert presented by UAS. With 
a new backing-band they played 
to an audience of over 2 0 0  

people. Their exploratory 
acoustic style charmed the 
audience with an eclectic array of

songs that defy easy categoriza- 
tion by genre. Their technique is 
fluid and expressive; their 
playing evoked numerous sonic 
landscapes, from the dizzying 
heights of an Andean peak in the 
song "Peru" to a tempestuous 
storm as they performed "Big 
W eather."

The Chapel offered a 
warm performance space with 
excellent acoustics. The wood 
interior seemed to amplify the 
resonant tone of the performers' 
music. Nancy Rumbel com- 
mented that the atmosphere 
outshine that of their previous 
Juneau venue, "It was nice to 
perform on campus; and the 
sound for our show was a lot 
better than our last performance 
at the high school."

The intimate atmosphere of 
the Chapel was enjoyed by Eric 
Tingstad as well, "I really 
appreciated playing here, the 
smaller crowd made for a more 
personalized performance."

The band is comprised of 
Eric on guitar, Nancy on oboe, 
ocarina, keyboard and shaker, 
Ben Smith on drums, and 
newcomer, Garey Shelton on 
bass guitar. Garey Shelton has 
been playing with Eric and 
Nancy for a year and a half and 
Ben Smith for a w eek Smith had 
only played two other perfor- 
mances with the group and was 
exdted about playing in Alaska. 
The native Oregonian said, "this 
is my ideal small town." The 
rhythm section, comprised of 
Smith and Shelton, played tightly 
and was a steady backing that 
held together the looser, im pro- 
visational style of Tingstad and 
Rumbel.

The concert was followed 
by a dessert reception that 
allowed the band to meet the 
audience. "It was nice to get a 
response from the audience 
outside of the performance 
itself," said Nancy Tingstad.

Next in the UAS Concert 
Series will be ventriloquist/ 
comedian, Jeff Dunham.
Dunham has appeared on MTV 
and other television showcases. 
This performance will be at 
Centennial Hall on Thursday 
November 11 at p.m. Tickets 
are $12 for UAS students (9+ 
credits), $15 Advance, $18 at the 
Door. Tickets are available at 
Hearthside Books and UAS 
cashier. Student tickets are 
available at the cashier only.

Emory graduate student 
crowned king in Africa

B y  Karen N eustadt 
Staff Writer 
College Press Service 
When the militia surrounded 

Emory University graduate 
student Anthony Ephirim- 
Donkor's home in Ghana and 
"seized" him, he knew he could 
no longer run 
from his
destiny: to be 
crowned a king.

Following 
hundreds of 
years of 
tradition,
Donkor, 37, was carried through
out the town on the shoulders of 
the soldiers and placed in 
confinement where he spent a 
week performing the necessary 
rituals to become king.

His hometown rejoiced. They 
had not had a ruler in 1 1  years, 
and had watched Donkor, the 
grandson of their beloved king, 
elude being "seized" by attend- 
ing school in the United States.

Donkor, who is studying 
African religion and human 
development in Emory's 
Graduate Institute of Liberal 
Studies in Atlanta, and who is an 
ordained Methodist minister, 
knew that as a member of a royal 
family, the possibility that he 
would be "seized" followed him 
each time he visited bis home- 
town.

"All the people were shouting. 
I was paraded through town and 
confined for a week. It's a very 
democratic process because the 
candidate is presented to the 
townspeople, and they can say 
'yes' or 'no,'" Donkor said.

Donkor has spent the past 11 
years studying in the U.S. When 
his grandfather, who was king of 
the town for 42 years, died, 
Donkor came to the U.S. to 
attend school.

"I ran away from the obliga- 
tions," said the pastor of the 
Suwanee Parish United Method- 
ist Church in Georgia and the 
father of three small children. 
"But I wasn't ready to be king."

Donkor came to the U.S. in 
1982 at the invitation of a United 
Methodist missionary he met in 
Liberia. He attended Bluefield 
State College in W est Virginia 
and the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga. He then 
attended the Candler School of 
Theology in Atlanta, where he 
earned a master's degree of 
divinity.

Donkor said it was at Candler

that he began to reclaim his 
culture.

"I see my being here in the U.S. 
as preparation for becoming 
king. I've been away since 1982,"  
Donkor said. "It's scary. I don't 
know how I'll be able to meet the 
obligations.

"I had to come here 
to rediscover my 
tradition. One is not 
conscious of one's 
culture until one steps 
out of it. I had never 
been judged on my 
color. I had to find out: 

Who am I?"
Donkor, who will take the 

royal name Nana Obrafo Owam 
X, said that his experience as a 
Methodist minister is not unlike 
the royal duties awaiting him 
when he takes the throne in 
December.

"They are both sacred offices,"  
he observed. "They involve 
leading a group and being there 
for the group. I will be leading 
these people, who I call my 
own."

Donkor's grandfather got his 
town involved in former 
President Jimmy Carter's Project 
2 0 0 0 , which consisted of planting 
1 0 0  acres of com in the area, he 
noted. Donkor wrote to Carter to 
express his gratitude for the 
work he did with his grandfa- 
ther.

"The hope of the town is that 
I'll be able to continue in his 
footsteps by trying to get help in 
the U.S. for them," he said, 
noting that the town has only 
had one candidate for king since 
his grandfather's death in 1982, 
and that person was removed 
because he brought dishonor to 
the position.

Ghana's culture is matrilineal 
—  the rulers are chosen from the 
female's side of the family. The 
female monarch nominates the 
king, and a group of elders 
within the family decides 
whether the people will accept 
the nominee. The nomination is 
presented to the 1 ,0 0 0  citizens of 
the town, who have the final say 
in the matter.

Donkor says he has ambitions 
for the town, and hopes to 
revitalize the elementary and 
secondary schools, the health- 
care system and the Methodist 
Church. Most of the natives of 
the small town are Methodists or 
Muslims.

"I see them as very compli- 
mentary religions,"  he said.

"One is not con- 
scious of one's 
culture until one 
steps out of it.”

Business club pioneers in 
citizenship, marketing ideas

By  P ete P etersen

Delta Epsilon Chi, or DECA, is not only a new fraternity 
on campus; it is also the first and only fraternity at UAS. 
Further, the University of Alaska Southeast is the first Alaskan 
university ever to have a Delta Epsilon Chi chapter, according 
to Julio Cassell, the club's president, who explained the associa- 
tion: "DECA is a national business association for college 
students with career objectives in marketing, merchandising, or 
management."

The purpose of Delta Epsilon Chi is "to enhance the 
value of education for all students with an interest in marketing, 
merchandising, and management." Work in these areas will 
contribute "to occupational competence and promote under- 
standing and appreciation for the responsibilities of citizenship 
in our free, enterprise system."

Alter Cassell explained DECA's general goals, he then 
spoke about his own personal reasons for establishing a chapter 
at UAS: "W e do a lot of volunteer work in this club to help out 
our community and to help ourselves. We will be working at 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters, the Lion's Club, United Way, and the 
Glory Hole. We do this work because it feels good to be giving 
something back to the community, and the experience looks 
good on a resume." Cassell went on to say that employers who 
know about DECA understand that it seeks to promote the 
marketing and management skills needed in today's job 
market.

Some of the areas that a person will develop while a 
member of Delta Epsilon Chi are leadership characteristics, 
knowledge of the free enterprise system, greater proficiency in 
communication, ethical standards in personal and business 
relationships, self-confidence and self-esteem, healthy career- 
oriented competitive spirit, and social, civic, and business 
responsibility.

There will be a Western Regional Leadership Confer- 
ence in Boise, Idaho, in early November. This gathering of 
thousands of Delta Epsilon Chi members will explore ways to 
promote the organization and present more information about 
its operations and organization. "W e will be sending three 
representatives: Stephanie McGee, Nicole Wery, and myself to 
the conference. From this experience, our club will gain new 
leadership skills and techniques that can be passed on and 
utilized by other students of the university in everyday life," 
said CasselL

W hen the representatives arrive back in Juneau, 
workshop sessions will be held for all interested students. 
Cassell said in dosing, "Basically, this dub is for anyone who is 
interested in business or volunteer w ork"
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Entertainment

This week, celestial advice for rednecks
By  Johnny M ac  and E W T F

This is the second in our series 
of multicultural horoscopes: they 
are for entertainment purposes 
only— please, no wagering! If 
you are too thin-skinned to read 
this with an open mind, please 
move on to U S A  Today or T. V. 
Guide.

Scorpio (Oct. 24 - Nov. 
2 2 ) -Today you are 
under your earth and 
water signs; that can 
mean only one thing—

FOUR-WHEELING in your 
truck! He sure to secure the guns 
in vour gun rack. Maybe you 
should consider moving up to a 
monster truck. If not, maybe 
-tuck-car racing is a career move 
vou should look into; look at all 
those cool hats Richard Petty was 
able to afford. If you do real well, 
you can get a satellite dish!

Sagittarius (Nov. 23 - Dec. 
21) - Girl, You got to get 
that hairdo REALLY BIG 
today; use two or three 

cans of Aquanet. Surprise him by 
wearing the tube top you wore at 
your wedding. Clean the 
mudflaps on his truck. Dry  clean 
the fuzzy dice. Show him that 
you love him. Everything in 
those pork and beans spells 
loving. Show him what a great 
'old lady' you make.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 
19) - Today seems like a 
good day to unwind— 
why not sneak into the 

forest and do a little clear-cutting. 
Gas up the Stihl and buzz away! 
The damn brings just obstruct the 
view anyway. And remember 
environmentalist blood is a real 
good chain lubricant. You will be 
the first person to ever be fired 
from a construction job for your 
appearance.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 19) - Oh 
Aquarius you are really 
lucky today! Bet 

everything you own on tire next 
WWF cage match. Professional 
wrestling is a gold mine for the 
astute investor. Use all that 
wrestling savvy you've built up 
after all those years of kicking 
back in tire Barcolounger to win a 
fortune! Splurge on a jar of Cheez 
Whiz and a loaf of Wonder 
Bread for dinner.

Pisces (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20) - 
You and your old man 
are at a very spiritual 
point. This is the time to 

plan that pilgrimage to the 
holiest of holy sites, the most 
sacred of places, that home of all 
that is ideal. Pack up the Chevy 
and go to Graceland. Th e black 
velvet paintings of the King are 
cheap this time of year and will

look great next to the dogs 
playing poker.

Aries (Mar. 21 - April 19) 
- We see a possibility of 
romance in your future. 
Yes! There will be a 

family reunion and that is a great 
opportunity to meet girls! Be 
aware of what the local age of 
consent is. Be careful about first 
cousins. It's a good way to breed 
banjo prodigies, but illegal in 
some states. Start a family and 
practice the "three I's": illiteracy, 
ignorance and inbreeding.

Taurus (April 20 - May 
20) - Honey, get that- 
mustache waxed and get 

gussied-up for a big night of 
country line dancing. Anything 
made from acid-washed denim 
will make you look like those 
classy women on "Hee-Haw". 
Find a tender truck driver that 
will show you his "Achy-Breaky 
Heart".

Gemini (May 21 - June 20) 
- It's time to move on to 
bigger and better things, 

you should break down and take 
that mail -order taxidermy class 
in the back of Field and Stream. 
There's a big future in gutting 
and stuffing dead animals. It's 
also a handy way to deal with all 
those road-kills brat the wife has

been cookin' up lately. Food 
and decoration.

Cancer (June 21 - July 
2 2 ) - Why don't you tell 
everybody about the 
U.F.O. that abducted 

you last Labor Day? Not 
everyone is fortunate enough to 
have been visited by the "Great 
Mothership of Trango."
Besides, you drank a case of 
Pabst with them, and then got 
lucky. Who knows, maybe 
Geraldo will want to interview 
you. Go to the library and check 
out a book. Make sure its brick 
enough to even out the legs on 
the T.V. table.

Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22) 
There's a drill to bre air 
and snow in the hills and 

brat means one bring only- 
hunting! Get good and liquored, 
watch Rambo, and grab the 
firearms! It's only those commie 
wussies, who don't believe in 
the Constitution that don't want 
you to use automatic weapons 
to kill what God and Wally 
Hickel saved for you. Bunny- 
huggers beware! You all look an 
awful lot like deer after a half- 
rack.

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 
22) - Quitting high 
school and getting a job

pumping gas will be a good 
career move for you. If you're not 
going to be around the house, 
take the chain off your wallet and 
chain up all brose damn dogs. 
There might be a wedding in 
your future, so keep a dean set of 
Carharts set aside. Now might be 
a good time to soup up the 
Charger for the holidays... 
nothing impresses bre girls like a 
Mopar blower.

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23) - 
Do something for mama 
today; polish that glow- 

in-the-dark Jesus on her dash- 
board. Don't get upset when she 
forgets to take the Marlboro from 
her mouth when telling bre state 
trooper to kiss her ass. Remem- 
ber the bridal shower she threw 
for you on your fourteenth 
birthday? What a day brat was... 
and only three days after bre 
birth of your third child! That's 
mobrerly love. Bake a Spam and 
give her the day off!

~ Watch for the Puritan 
horoscope in the next 
issue of the Whalesong

Hiatt’s latest album rates ’perfectly good.’
By  John M cIlwain

Indiana's other favorite son 
(John Mellencamp is the first), John 
Hiatt has just released a disc that 
acknowledges the direction of his 
style for the past few years (the wry, 
balladic treatment of True Love), yet 
eschews it for a raucous, guitar- 
driven, band-propelled rock and 
roll. The result, Perfectly Good Guitar, 
is a rollicking, straight-forward 
album that transcends the textural 
guitar work of his past few efforts.

The album begins with the song

"Something Wild," a song previ- 
ously recorded by uber-punk Iggy 
Pop. The song's lyrics accompanied 
by a pyrotechnic score evoke the 
image of a tornado in a cage, 
subdued yet ready to burst. 
"Angel" addresses the wounded 
lover in a sympadiedc way with a 
kinetic, enjoyable chorus, with lost 
love—and the lost pet name, you 
kind of got used to in a bitter sort of 
way. "Blue Telescope" addresses 
loss in the first person. It is somber

but true. Luckily, it is not marred by 
the over-production of similar songs 
by other middle-aged performers. 
The title track questions the 
destruction of the guitar ("Hey Kurt, 
Pete Townsend and Eddie Cochrain 
were better players; don't be rude to 
your muse!") as a performance 
gimmick.

With an able band: Brian 
MacLeod, drums; John Pierce, bass; 
Michael Ward, lead guitar; Matt 
Wallace, rhythm guitar; and John on

guitar, organ, piano and gravelly 
vocals; and and balls-out, bare- 
bones production by former 
Replacements and Faith-No-More 
producer Matt Wallace, Perfectly 
Good Guitar is an enjoyable straight-

forward listen. Listeners will be 
rewarded by the eccentric "The 
Wreck of the Barbie Ferrari," too 
weird to be described in print.

Plane ticket too spendy? Try the Armadillo
By  T ressa M atteo 

Walk through the doors of the 
Armadillo Tex-Mex Cafe and you 
are quickly transported south of the 
border. The casual Southwestern 
decor lets you know that you can 
relax, kick up your feet, and enjoy a 
meal unlike anything else in Juneau. 
The Jamaican music echoing in the 
background fits the Armadillo Cafe 
as the Armadillo Cafe fits Juneau,

both are out of place, but joyfully 
accepted.  If you're still not con- 
vinced that you've left Juneau, after 
a Corona with lime taken from the 
hand-painted fridge, the food will 
take you there.

With the average meal costing 
about $ 8.00, generous portions are a 
rule of thumb at the Armadillo. All 
sounds delicious, but I would

suggest the fajita plate, a little 
spendy, but well worth it. Entertain- 
ment is sporadic, but if you catch 
Porte du Norde, get ready for 
something you have never heard the 
likes of before. Located at 431 S. 
Franklin St. in downtown Juneau. 
Hours range from 11:00 am to 9:00 
pm.

Demolition Man: another 
typical Stallone movie
B y  T ressa M atteo

The year is 1996, and Los 
Angeles is overrun by deranged 
drug dealers and hoodlums. Simon 
Phoenix (Wesley Snipes) has taken 
over the city, and only one stud can 
stop him-John Spartan (Sylvester 
Stallone) a.k.a. the Demolition Man 
(as if you didn't know that). With a 
twist of the cards, both end up 
frozen in time in cryoprison. Jet to 
the year 2032, and San Angeles is a 
haven of love (a little outstretched, 
but a wonderful concept); Phoenix 
(Snipes) is out, terrorizing a 
peaceful San Angeles. His exploits

get out-of-control, s they call on the 
only man that can stop him (take a 
wild guess). As always, Snipes is an 
excellent shot, except for when he's 
aiming at Stallone (the A-Team 
syndrome), and Stallone has some 
adversarial competition for best 
bulging biceps by Snipes. All in all, 
the special effects are outrageous, 
and the future looks bright accord- 
ing to_____________ . Stallone gets
his girl, and all ends well. If you 
have the extra cash, catch it. But if 
not, remember, it's a Stallone movie, 
and it will be on video in a few short 
weeks.
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We have the athletic 
equipment and apparel you 
want! "94" products and "93" 
League Championships and 
Series Pennants are now avail- 
able. We also offer a full line of 
embroidered and imprinted 
sportswear and t-shirts. CALL 
US FIRST! SOUTHEAST 
SPORTING GOODS: 789-1048

Mark Sokkappa
Law Office 463-4125
Immigration and general 

law practice.

1991 Toyota Pickup-37,000 
miles, bed liner+ 2  spare lives on 
rims included, runs great, best 
offer 789-2031 or 789-8405. Ask 
for Susan or Aaron.

Student Assistant El- 
Computer Maintenance Techni- 
cian. Required to provide 
technical assistance, consulting 
services and training with 
selected software applications for 
academic users of computer 
systems in Southeast Alaska. 
$7.04 an hour. For more info call 
465-6263.

Student Assistant IV- 
Records Supervisor. Provide 
assistance to Records and 
Registration and other Student 
Services offices as needed. $8.45 
an hour. For more info call 465- 
6263.

Student Assistant El- 
Records Supervisor. Excellent 
communication skills and have 
the ability to interact with a very 
diverse public on telephone and 
in person. $7.04 an hour. For 
more info call 465-6263.

Student Assistant IV- 
Computer Maintenance Techni- 
cian. Provide technical assistance 
and individualized training to

students, faculty and staff. 
Installation of monitors and 
maintenance of software and 
microcomputer hardware. $8.45 
an hour. For more info call 465- 
6263.

Student Assistant EI- 
Computer Center Receptionist. 
General office, derical and 
secretarial duties in support of 
the UAS computer Center. $7.04 
an hour. For more info call 465- 
6263.

Student Assistant B3- 
Alaska Staff Development 
Network. Experience with 
accounting, bookkeeping, 
business skills, and personal 
relation skills. $7.04 an hour. For 
more info call 465-6263.

Student Assistant IE- 
Clerical Support. Enrolled at 
UAS with at least 6  credits. Basic 
filing, Mac and Lotus knowl- 
edge. $7.04 an hour. For more 
info call 465-6263.

Student Assistant III- 
Microlab. Provide user assis- 
tance and peer tutoring for a 
variety of business applications. 
$7.04 an hour. For more info call 
465-6263.

Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics-Ph.D. in Mathemat- 
ics, dedication to quality teach- 
ing, and willingness to teach 
precollege through upper 
division dasses. Salary competi- 
tive. For more info call (907)465- 
6263.

Assistant Professor of 
English-Doctorate in English, 
graduate course work in peda- 
gogy. Broad range of teaching 
abilities. $27,955-$32,619 with 
full benefits. For more info call 
(907)465-6363.
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The President speaks: Are politics taking precedence over students?
B y  C hris D elez

L ast Spring, one o f my education 
classes required that students maintain 
a journal. Entries could not be about 
anything connected to education. The 
following is an entry I wrote on M ay 
4, 1993.

This school year, particularly 
this semester, has brought me 
certain observations to which I am 
not sure how to react. Those 
observations primarily have to do 
with politics —  school politics.

In a previous journal entry, I 
discussed my trip to Anchorage 
this past February to participate in 
the UA President's Task Force on 
Alternative Methods of Education. 
If you remember, the excitement 
and honor I should have felt by 
being asked to participate in this 
Force was obfuscated by my 
observation that one of the main 
reasons for this University's lack of 
cooperation is the financial turf 
wars between the system's three 
main branches. Well, as I am 
slowly learning, these financial 
battles are by no means limited to 
UA's three main branches-they 
limit effectiveness and efficiency 
within each branch as well.

One of my duties this year as 
UAS-J Student Body Vice- 
President has been to sit as a voting 
member of the UAS Academic 
Curriculum Committee. I have 
learned a lot doing this, but not in 
the area of creating a curriculum so 
much as in the trench of interde- 
partmental feuding.

Last Wednesday, for example, 
there was a proposal to make

Journalism 101 eligible to be used as 
a General Education Requirement. 
Now, this proposal was sponsored 
by faculty of the UAS Department of 
Education, Liberal Arts, and 
Sciences (ELAS), but, it actually 
came from the 
students, from 
student govern- 
ment, as a hope 
that it would create 
much needed 
motivation for 
students to work 
for the school 
newspaper (one of 
the requirements 
of the course is that 
students write for 
th e W halesong), a 
publication that 
has not existed this (last) semester.

Now, earlier this semester, a 
faculty member of the UAS 
Department of Business and Public 
Administration (BPA) brought 
before the Academic Curriculum 
Committee (ACC) a proposal that 
would have made LAWS 101 
eligible to be used as a GER. This 
proposal immediately met strong 
resistance from the ACC members 
who just happen to be faculty 
members of th e Department of 
ELAS. Before the proposal came up 
for a second reading, though, the 
initiating BPA faculty member 
mysteriously withdrew it.

So, now last Wednesday, when 
the JOUR 101 proposal was 
discussed, who spoke out against it? 
That is  right, an ACC member from 
the Department of BPA. Why?

Ostensibly, the reason was that if we 
(ACC) were so willing to make 
JOUR 101 eligible as a GER, we 
should have been more receptive to 
the idea that LAWS 101 be made 
eligible as well.

What's the differ- 
ence, you might ask? 
Well, this leads us to the 
meat of the situation.

Following the 
meeting, I spoke with 
the member who 
objected to the JOUR 101 
proposal, and he told 
me that ELAS did not 
really want to help 
reestablish the 
Whalesong. Making 
OUR 101 eligible as a 

GER, he said, would not 
be enough to do that anyway. Fie 
believes that ELAS, particularly the 
Dean of ELAS, supported change 
because such a change would serve 
to generate more credit hours for the 
Department of ELAS. Furthermore, 
he said, earlier this semester ELAS 
faculty had opposed the LAWS 101 
change because, indirectly, that 
would have taken credit hours away 
from ELAS.

You see, the overall theory, 
which is probably true, is that 
courses eligible to be used as a GER 
are more attractive to students 
(whose academic best interest is 
served by getting those courses out 
of the way) and will, therefore, have 
higher enrollments. In short, the 
more GER eligible courses a 
department has, the more credit 
hours that department is likely to

generate. Apparently, departmental 
budgets are largely determined by 
how many credit hours a given 
department generates. The more 
money a department has, the higher 
the probability that the department 
can give raises to its faculty.

By proposing that JOUR 101 be 
made eligible to be used as a GER, if 
what the member of BPA told me is 
true, ELAS was trying to expand its 
financial base. By proposing that 
LAWS 101 be made eligible to be 
used as a GER, BPA was trying to 
expand its financial base. ELAS 
opposed BPA's initiative and BPA 
opposed ELAS's initiative not 
because they were interested in 
what's good for the student body, 
not because they want to make UAS 
more efficient and effective, but 
because they want to protect their 
financial interests. If the BPA faculty 
member who expressed the above 
opinion to me is correct, it all just 
comes down to money. Ideals such 
as enhancing education doesn't 
matter. The student newspaper-the 
voice of the students-doesn't 
matter. And, the students them- 
selves don't matter. For many of the 
UAS-J faculty who are involved in 
establishing this school's academic 
curriculum, only money matters.

More than once, Chancellor 
Lind has told me that whenever 
school administrators, faculty, and 
staff do something, it should be 
something in the students' best

interest. I do not see clear evidence, 
do not see consistent action, 
demonstrating that enough of UAS- 
J's administrators and faculty do 
anything of the kind. I hope I am 
very wrong, but I don't think so.

Lest you think I am as disheart- 
ened as this journal entry indicates, 
don't worry. I am not. You told me 
earlier this semester that I should do 
what I feel is right. I've certainly 
heard that from others, but I didn't 
really think about those words until 
they came from you.

I've put eight years of my life 
into being a student at this univer- 
sity. It's the only college opportu- 
nity I had available. It brought me 
out of the mistakes of my adoles- 
cence and pointed me toward a 
more determined future. Next year 
will be my last year at UAS. And, 
next year, I will have the honor of 
serving as UAS-J Student Body 
President. I plan to make the most 
of it. I plan to do what I feel is right, 
even if doing what is right is not 
what is best for me. Maybe the 
students don't matter, but the 
students can make a difference —  
that proposal to make JOUR 101 
eligible to be used as a GER passed 
the Academic Curriculum Commit- 
tee; three yes votes, two no votes, 
and four abstentions. One of those 
"yes" votes was cast by a student —  
me!

So, what do you think?

Out of the gates...(continued from page 1)
It seems that a lack of interest 
may not be of issue here, rather, 
the potential for student support 
of a UAS ski team is real.

History has not been kind to 
former UAS ski team attempts.
In 1983, an organization entitled 
the Southeast Alaska Athletic 
Association (SEAA) lobbied to 
obtain revenue for sporting 
programs sponsored in part, by 
the University of Alaska-Juneau. 
This organization hired Jim 
Dumont to develop and organize 
an athletic program for the 
university. Dumont obtained 
funding to start four collegiate 
disciplines, including alpine and 
nordic skiing, cross-country 
running, and riflery.

Dumont raised $200,000 for 
the UAJ athletic program from 
SEAA, and Tom, Olson was hired 
as the head ski coach. The first 
inaugurial ski team consisted of 
only ten members, yet this was a 
good start. When asked about 
how she felt about her involve- 
ment in the program during that 
first season, Nancy Peel, director 
of the Eaglecrest Ski School, said 
"It was a lot of work that first 
year, we had to build the 
program from the ground up!" 
Her sentiments were shared by

many others on that 83-84’ team.
Although the skiiers gained a 

lot of valuable experience in that 
first season (entering four 
sanctioned US Ski Association 
(USSA) races), the team did not 
reap immediate success for their 
efforts. According to Chris 
Tapfer, who is the acting North- 
west Collegiate Ski Conference 
Coordinator, the UAJ skiiers did 
"not have enough of a solid team 
to draw from, for they only had 
one or two outstanding skiiers on 
the entire team."

Collegiate skiing is a team 
sport, and to compete a team 
must have consistency from the 
entire roster. UAJ's original team 
did not possess tire required 
depth, therefore, today they 
would be compared to the UAA 
"C " team, with "A " being 
competitive. But, building up a 
successful program takes time, 
and coach Olson definitely did 
not have this on his side.

In 1987, only four years after 
its inception, the UAS Ski Team 
was cancelled abruptly due to 
university politics. The rationale 
behind the cancellation was two- 
fold; first, the university did not 
have an entirely female club 
sport, and secondly, ski racing

was not considered by the 
administration as a viable 
spectator sport in Juneau. In its 
place, a UAJ women's basketball 
team was formed, but it too, did 
not last long. Shortly thereafter, 
the entire athletic program at 
UAJ was cancelled, due to 
financial reasons. The students, 
and the ski team, were short- 
changed.

This year marks the tenth- 
anniversary of the (now defunct) 
UAS Ski Team. How unfortu- 
nate for the student body, and 
the university as a whole, that it 
doesn't exist.

According to Nancy Peel, 
"Eaglecrest would support a 
college ski team." Also, the 
National Collegiate Ski Associa- 
tion, which governs approxi- 
mately 92% of all college ski 
reacting events in the US, would 
support a ski team here in 
Juneau. With the recent success 
of Olympic silver-medalist 
Hillary Lindh, a local hero, and 
the insurgance of interest in 
competitive ski racing at the 
younger age levels, it almost 
seems absurd that UAS doesn't 
have a ski team.


