
WHALESONG

Baby, it’s cold outside
page 11

November 22, 2017

Alaska helps China phase 
out coal, but at a cost
page 12

The curious case of the 
campus haikus
page 7

Maggie Rogers:
Popular folk musician packs the UAS REC for 
an acoustic concert ending her national tour

page 
8



2 November 22, 2017UAS WHALESONG

— UAS Answers —
everybody’s got one ...

Do you think UA schools should 
require Title IX training?

“I would say yes, because the 
training helps bring attention to the 

growing LGBTQ community and 
how their rights are often ignored. 

Title IX helps protect that.”
-Jakylou Olemaun, Marine Biology

“This training should be required, 
because people need to learn respect 
on another and respect each others 

right to say ‘no’and to listen to them 
when they say that.”

-Tyler Cole, Undecided

“I think it’s important training for 
UA employees, but not necessarily for 

students, because I believe that even 
with training they (certain students) are 

going to do the wrong thing anyway.”
- Michaela Brannum, Marine Biology 

exchange from Hawaii  

“I think training should be 
required, because it’s good to spread 

the knowledge of what Title IX 
even is. Before I took the training, I 

didn’t know what Title IX was.”
- Sierra Coleman, Social Sciences

We here at the Whalesong strive for 
excellence in all areas, especially accuracy. 
If you read a statement that you believe 
is inaccurate or if you see a typo, please 
contact us at uas.whalesong@alaska.edu. 

Corrections

The UniversiTy of AlAskA soUTheAsT 
sTUdenT newspAper, The whAlesong:

The Whalesong staff assumes no 
responsibility for the content of material 
written by staff members. The views and 
opinions contained in this paper in no 
way represent the University of Alaska 
and reflect only those of the author(s). 

Printed by the Juneau Empire.

WE LIKE YOU!
LIKE US ON 

FACEBOOK!

UAS WHALESONG

Want to Write to 
the Whalesong?
Send your articles, comments, 
letters to the editor, ideas, or 

photos to
uas.whalesong@alaska.edu

and you could be published in an 
issue of the school’s newspaper!

Musician Maggie Rogers performs and acoustic concert Nov. 18 to 
a full UAS REC a part of the Alaska Airline Concert Series at UAS.

Photo by Managing Editor Erin Laughlin. 

ON THE COVER...
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A Letter from the Editor 

Realizing privilege
By ERIN LAUGHLIN
Managing Editor, UAS Whalesong 

I haven’t always believed in privilege.
I didn’t believe in privilege  because I thought  that had never expe-

rienced any benefit to this thing that I apparently had.
 Ironically, I viewed the concept of privi-

lege as discriminatory.  I thought that privilege 
meant that an individual doesn’t experience 
struggle.

I did not truly believe in privilege until I 
realized that I myself am underprivileged. 

I grew up in a suburb of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. And for what it lacks in racial and 
socioeconomic diversity, makes up in Christi-
anity and conservatism. 

I graduated high school, and then went 
to a military school in Roswell, New Mexico. 
This is where I was introduced to diversity, 
well, as much diversity as a military school can 
offer. 

Fast forward another year, I went on to 
go to school at the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy. USMMA has a 13 percent 
acceptance rate, at the time it was my proud-
est achievement. 

In August 2014 after a month and a half 
of being at the academy, I was diagnosed with 
Type 1 Diabetes. This was devastating, and 
not because of the diagnosis, but because I was no longer qualified to 
serve in the US military and continue on at USMMA.

In the aftermath of this experience I struggled with depression, 
denial, and diabetes. 

Before my diagnosis I had the ability to walk in to any doctors office 
with a clean bill of health, I didn’t even have any allergies.

What a privilege that was. 
That was my light bulb moment.
If I could describe diabetes in one word it would be: annoying. 
It is an auto-immune disease in which the pancreas produces little 

or no insulin. Insulin is a hormone needed to allow sugar (glucose) to 

enter cells to produce energy. There is no cure, only 24/7 management.
The definition of privilege is a special right, advantage, or immunity 

granted or available only to a particular person or group of people.
I find it funny that I am literally auto-immune in two senses of the 

word. 
Privilege is not merely about race or 

gender, but that it is a series of interrelated 
hierarchies and power dynamics that touch all 
facets of social life: race, class, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, education, gender iden-
tity, age, physical ability, passing, etc.

My particular disease is often trivialised 
and used as the butt of a joke. 

November is diabetes awareness month, 
and I think it is to educate everyone who 
made a diabetes joke at Halloween. 

I have an insulin pump, which  is a precise 
motor that pushes the insulin into my body 
through a thin plastic tube called an infusion 
set.

I also have a glucose monitor, which is a 
tiny electrode called a glucose sensor that is 
inserted weekly under the skin to measure 
glucose levels in tissue fluid. It is connected to 
a transmitter that sends the information via 
wireless radio frequency to my phone.

What I am trying to say is that I am a 
cyborg. 

These devices drastically improve my ability to manage my disease, 
and I am privileged that I have health insurance that covers them. 

The hardest thing for me to come to terms with was that I am a 
disabled person, I don’t think about myself that way but I am.

While my disability is invisible, so are many others.
I am thankful for my disadvantages because it has allowed me to 

become a better person and more aware of my surroundings. 
I do not expect anyone to know about diabetes, because that is their 

privilege. 
While having an chronic disease is a disadvantage, knowing about it 

and being an advocate for others is a privilege. 

A personal journey on realizing privilege and an opportunity to be an advocate

In the Nov. 8 issue: 

The article and cover titled “Combatting seasonal 
depression” contains a miss quote in the article. The quotes 
listed as from UAS Counselor Becky Iverson, are actually 
from UAS Counselor Margie Thomson. We apologize for 
the mistake.

There was also a cropped quote from UAS studnet Cami

Desilva, Junior, Marine Biology, that took her name off the 
page. 

Finally, there was another mistake in the UAS Answers 
that said UAS exchange student Coco Tas was a Earth, 
Energy, and Stability major when her actual major is Earth, 
Energy, and Sustainability. 

We here at the Whalesong strive for excellence in all 
areas, especially accuracy. If you read a statement that you 
believe is inaccurate or if you see a typo, please contact us at 
uas.whalesong@alaska.edu. 

Corrections
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UAS In Brief
A selection of press releases from the University of 
Alaska Southeast 

Sidewalks open, construction shuttle end-
ing

JUNEAU- The Department of Transportation’s contractor, SECON, has completed the 
sidewalks to the Anderson building including handrails, ADA ramps and street lighting.  The 
Construction yellow school bus shuttle will ended Nov. 10 at 3:30 p.m.   This restores our two 
options getting to the Anderson Building, #1 take the UAS Shuttle, #2 Walk.

Route #1 – Take the UAS Shuttle
UAS operates a shuttle bus service that runs a loop between Auke Lake campus, Anderson 

Building, Student Housing, and Student Recreation Center.  The shuttle service is funded 
from student fees and we encourage Students to take the UAS Shuttle.  It’s comfy! It’s safe! It’s 
warm! It’s faster than walking! 

UAS made some changes to the shuttle service based on comments we received from the 
UAS Shuttle Feedback survey taken in August 2017.  Changes include extending service later 
in the evening to accommodate a couple of late lab classes in the Anderson Building and revis-
ing the schedule route so the shuttle departs from a location at the same time each hour. 

Shuttle Hours of Operation
Monday – Tuesday                    7:30 a.m. to 9:40 p.m.
Wednesday – Thursday             7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday                                        7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Route #2 – Walk
The walking path from Auke Lake Campus to the Anderson Building is available.  The 

walking route goes through the Back Loop roundabout.  The Roundabout is a much safer 
intersection than other intersection designs because traffic has to go slower and pedestrians 
only have to look for traffic in one direction for each crossing.  Walking to Anderson from the 
Auke Lake Campus is good 12-14 minute exercise with good views of Auke Bay.

I would like to thank the UAS community for your patience during DOT&PF highway 
construction project these past several months.  There were no accidents during this project 
and this new section of road will make it even safer for everyone.  The Contractor will be 
installing guardrail and energizing a couple 
more streetlights before shutting down for 
the winter.  

They will then be back next spring to 
work on phase 2 which will add sidewalks 
from the roundabout, out past the harbor, 
post office, elementary school and ending 
at Sea View Avenue.

These releases were given to the 
Whalesong by the Office of the Chancellor 
or copied from UA News emails from 
the UA Office of Public Affairs. For more 
information, contact Keni Campbell, 
Executive Assistant to the Chancellor / 

By SHEVONDA BURKHART
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong 

Sometimes a doughnut is the perfect 
cure to a midweek slump, and the Student 
Government office can help with the new 
weekly event Democracy and Doughnuts. 

The weekly event is open to all students 
to voice their concerns and learn about what 
the student government 
is working on. 

It is held Wednesdays 
at 9:30 a.m. until noon 
at the Student Govern-
ment office downstairs 
in the Mourant building. 

Vice President of 
Student Government 
Breanna Walker said, 
“The event happens 
weekly and is an op-
portunity for students to 
come down to the office 
have coffee, donuts and 
to talk to Student Gov-
ernment Representatives 
about their concerns and 
learn about what we are 
working on.” 

The event was strate-
gically planned since it 
comes right after the weekly student govern-
ment meeting. 

President of Student Government Kevin 

Allen mentions that, “The event is held on 
campus to establish a friendly environment. 
For students to talk about what we have 
been doing fresh after our meeting.” 

The event is an opportunity for students 
to give feedback on how student fees are 
being spent. 

“We do our best to utilize the funding we 
have from student fees to 
improve our campus in 
an equitable manner that 
benefits our community. 
Student Government 
representatives are also 
voice for the greater 
student body. We aim to 
address student concerns 
through legislation, writ-
ing bills, and resolutions 
and by using the UAS/
UA administration,” said 
Walker. 

Currently Walker 
is working with Sena-
tor Griffin Plush and 
the Sustainability Club 
students and faculty 
members to get a food 
growing project started 
on campus. 

Walker said the food growing project 
would be a garden, greenhouse or possibly 
even aqua-ponics.

UAS Student Government hosts new weekly event to 
promote student involvement 

Democracy and Doughnuts

 President of Stu-

dent Government Kev-

in Allen mentions that, 

“The event is held on 

campus to establish a 

friendly environment. 

For students to talk 

about what we have 

been doing fresh after 

our meeting.” 

    RETREIEVED FROM FLIKR COMMONS. BLACK AND WHITE.                         
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The US Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, a government agency 
responsible for processing the sexual harassment complaints that do get reported, 

says nearly one-third of the 90,000 complaints received in 2015 included a 
harassment allegation — but the agency notes that that number is far too low to 

reflect reality.
                             PHOTO BY ELIZABETH RUMFELT I FOR THE UAS WHALESONG                                       

By HANNAH CASSELL 
for the UAS Whalesong 

If you were anywhere on social media in mid-October, 
you probably saw a lot of posts containing the hashtag, 
#MeToo.  If you somehow missed it, #MeToo was posted 
on many women’s Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter feeds 
in order to shed light on the pervasiveness of sexual assault 
and harassment.  

While the hashtag is new, the sentiment is not.  
According to the Times, Activist Tarana Burke was 

inspired to start a movement like this in 1997, and it was 
given the name Me Too ten years later.   Another ten years 
later in 2017, the movement was boosted again on Twitter 
by actress Alyssa Milano.  

Whether it be filters on profile photos after tragedies 
or disasters, the ever popular comment “thoughts and 
prayers”, or other popular hashtags like #WomenBoy-
cottTwitter. 

Society’s interest fades, since fads like this take over 

social media platforms regularly.  
While visibility and good feelings are always important 

in times of national or international crisis, it simply isn’t 
enough.  

The shock factor of being inundated with these posts 
should get the conversation going, but often never leads to 
real change.   

With the #MeToo movement there have been many 
accusations of sexual harassment and assault by prominent 
figures in Hollywood and in politics.  Some of the most 
famous being Harvey Weinstein, Kevin Spacey, and Louis 
CK, and Roy Moore.

Conversations are now surrounding these conspicuous 
individuals.

In late October, the UAS Title IX Office sponsored 
a program about dating, domestic, and sexual violence 
in society. Almost 30 students participated in this really 
powerful, in-person dialogue. 

The Title IX offices wants to create more opportunities 

for this, and invites the community to be a part of plan-
ning and discussion.

These issues seem to be par for the course, and society 
needs to combat that any way possible.  All are responsible 
for the spread of violence, whether some think so or not.  

A quick Google search of “sexual assault resources” 
brings up several nationwide websites and phone numbers 
accessible 24/7.  Searching “sexual assault juneau alaska” 
brings up statewide resources, as well as information 
about our local resource, AWARE.  On the homepage of 
UAOnline, there is a link to support and resources on our 
campus.  

Through the UAS Title IX Office and the Health and 
Counseling Center, students can get more information 
and resources on how to be an active bystander or up your 
game as an ally.  

The next time a #MeToo movement comes around, be a 
part of the movement in a way other than just a Facebook 
post.  

Peer Prevention advisor encourages the community to enact real 
change by having real conversation on hard topics

Thoughts on #MeToo
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PERSISTERS Popup Art gallery stuns during the Nov. 7 symposium 
By PERSISTERS
for the UAS Whalesong 

Persisters is a pop-up art show featuring women artists, almost entirely based in Juneau. 
The first show was in May 2017, following major events like the US election and the Women’s March. The 

second show, Pre-Existing Condition, continues with a health care-inspired theme, acknowledging that having a 
certain body is in itself a pre-existing condition — this includes the bodies of transwomen, genderqueer and non-
binary people who may identify at times as female. 

The show is a radical act of self expression and self care. In a world that doesn’t always make room for women’s 
voices, we made our own room.

Symposium attendees were able to vew the popup gallery throughout the entire day, art was availble for purchase at the 
event.                            PHOTOS BY ERIN LAUGHLIN I UAS WHALESONG

UAS student Alannah Johnson poses in front of her and her brother’s work during 
the event. 
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By JORDAN LEWIS
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong 

While walking around campus last week, students may 
have noticed some chalk poems scattered about. While 
some probably didn’t give the poems much thought, for 
many the chalked words were a delightful mystery. 

Even with the recent snowfall, some of these poems 
can still be found.

The poems were a project for the English 461 class, 
Advanced Creative Writing Workshop, which is taught by 
Associate Professor of English Emily Wall.

“The topic of this semester is ‘form poetry’ so we’ve 
been experimenting with different poetry forms. This 
week we’re studying haiku form,” said Wall. 

“We thought it would be fun to slip poems into daily 
life of those working and studying at UAS.” 

According to Haiku Journal, there are many variations 
of haiku. 

However, all haiku are small poems. Some forms count 
syllables, others don’t. Some are written in variations of 
longer and shorter lines while others are simply limited 
by the overall number of syllables. 

Inspiration for the poems found all over campus w 
drawn partly from meditation. 

“Haiku can be a form of meditation. It can create these 
still, small moments of beauty and focus for the writer 
and the reader,” Wall said.

For those wondering who wrote the poems by the door 
to the first floor as well as the post in the entryway of 
Egan, it was UAS student Alyssa Fischer-Abrams.

 “Usually traditional haikus reference the season, but 
as a poet you’re allowed to sometimes break the rules. For 

my haikus, I took inspiration from my personal life and 
nature,” said Abrams.

Additionally, Wall believed that the poems would be 
a fun way to welcome former Alaska State Writer John 
Straley, who came to visit campus on Nov. 9. 

Former Writer Laureate Straley was appointed in 2006, 
and has recently published a new book of haikus which 
served as part of the motivation for the poems found 
around campus.

If students want to see more work done by the stu-
dents of the English 461, they can view collage poems 
that have been made by the class over in the Sobeloff 
building.

The curious case of the campus haikus
Students, faculty, and staff  no longer have to wonder who has been behind the chalk haikus on campus
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Rogers was excited to meet and interact with concert attendees after the show While the concert was the last performance of her album, Rogers believe she will be back to Alaska 
again due to her love of the state.                                           PHOTOS BY ERIN LAUGHLIN I UAS WHALESONG

UAS student Avery Stewart opened the show Sunday evening with some original work. Avery said his 
father was the one who taught him how to play guitar, and started writing songs at the age of 14. 
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Emergency Management Planner offers “Run, Hide, Fight” training while students consider their active shooter preparedness 
Fail to prepare and prepare to fail

By BROOKE KELLER
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

On Nov. 15 ABC News reported that a California gun-
man fired 30 rounds at an elementary school, but left when he 
couldn’t get inside classrooms. 

While there were four casualties, the situation could have 
been more detrimental if the school were less prepared. 

There have been 254 school shootings in America since 
2013, according to Everytown for Gun Safety. 

While the discussion may be difficult to have or seem out 
of the realm of possibilities, it’s important that students feel 
somewhat prepared if an active shooter were on campus.

The United States Department of Homeland Security 
defines the active shooter as an individual actively engaged in 
killing or attempting to kill people in a confined and popu-
lated area; in most cases, active shooters use firearms and there 
is no pattern or method to their selection of victims.

UAS is unique in that it’s a very isolated campus. However, 
it’s paramount that active shooter preparedness is considered. 

“I guess I don’t feel prepared; I would just run, hide maybe, 
depending on where the shooter was. I don’t ever think about 
if there was a shooter on campus, which maybe I should,” said 

UAS student Brittany Ooman. 
    UAS Emergency Management Planner Matthew Ziemer 

regularly provides “Run, Hide, Fight” training to small groups 
on campus.

“I focus on the Run, Hide, Fight model because I feel like it 
best reflects today’s prevailing wisdom about mass shooting sce-
narios.  It focuses on simple and effective strategies for getting 
yourself safe in a shooting situation,” said Ziemer. 

Although, faculty and staff have received some training and 
trainings are available on request, many students don’t or don’t 
know if it’s offered. 

“I received training in high school (about two to three years 
ago), but here at the college they might have mentioned it at 
orientation my freshman year,” said UAS student Eva Bing-
ham.

Another point of concern, is that many students do not 
know how they would be alerted or how to alert others if there 
was an active shooter situation happening.

“First off, any campus VOIP phone - such as the phones in 
the classrooms - can be used to send an emergency message to 
the rest of the on campus phones.  Directions for doing so are 
on the phone’s display screens,” said Ziemer.

“Basically, all you need to do to send an emergency mes-
sage is follow the directions on the phone and you’ll be able 
to broadcast a short emergency message to all the phones on 
campus.  This serves as a good way for anyone on campus to 
send an alert.”

Students have differing opinions on how to prepare for an 
active shooter whether it be more training, carrying firearms on 
campus, or having more communication. 

“Well, I wouldn’t feel very prepared because I can’t carry 
a gun around me, there’s not a bunker near by, I’ve got quick 
legs, but I also like to worry about other people,” said UAS 
student Jesse Miller.  

Similarly, UAS alum Vaughn Ecklund believes true active 
shooter preparedness comes from concealed carry. 

“If an active shooter were to come here who in this whole 
entire school would have a weapon to be able to fend them off 
with or be able to block him with? No one, because weapons 
aren’t allowed in school and classes at all, so...what can we do?” 

For those who would like to take “Run, Hide, Fight” any-
one can request to schedule a training by sending an email to 
uas.emergency@alaska.edu.

By MARIA ROMFOE
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

Vast quantities of fresh produce are left in the field to rot, fed to livestock, and dumped in a 
landfill unless they are perfectly shaped and blemish-free.

High-value nutritious food is being sacrificed to the retailers’ unattainable demand for perfec-
tion because customers have an odd obsession with purchasing picturesque produce.  

UAS exchange student Coco Tas spoke at the Nov.  Power and Privilege Symposium advo-
cating for reducing food waste, “The kind of global thing all of us have in common as human 
beings is that we need to eat; that is the most direct interaction we have with our environment.”

“I think in that respect wasting food is the most disrespectful or insensitive squandering of 
our privilege. The use of food in a sustainable way with consciousness and care are a platform in 
which healing and connection can take place,” said Tas.

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, discarded food is the largest single com-
ponent of landfills and incinerators making up 20 percent of total waste.

Food waste that ends up in landfills produces methane, a greenhouse gas that traps 100 times 
more heat in the atmosphere than carbon dioxide in a five year period.  Meaning, food waste is a 
major contributor to climate change.

In Juneau, initiatives are being made to reduce the amount of perfectly good food ending up 
in the dump.

Fred Meyer offers bruised and blemished produce for a discounted price and donates produce 
as well as certain packaged food items to food banks such as the Glory Hole. Safeway grants 
unsold produce a second life by preparing it and serving it in their in-store salad bar in addition 
to donating it to food banks.

In addition, recent start up business, Juneau Composts founded by Juneau resident Lisa 
Daugherty, collects kitchen scraps and turns them into nutrient rich compost.  

The business offers weekly curbside collection at no extra charge. 

Members pay a monthly fee to turn provided “feedstock” of food scraps and yard debris into 
finished compost.

The finished compost will be distributed back to members as it becomes available. The vol-
ume and frequency will vary depending on the materials collected as a whole.

So far 21,614 pounds of organic material has been diverted by Juneau Composts from the 
landfill in Juneau.

At UAS the Sustainability Club is also making progress to reduce food waste by implement-
ing a composting system explains copresident of the Sustainability Club Katie McCaffrey.

“UAS has a small Worm Factory 360 compost bin that’s about 2’x2’ and is currently being 
kept in the utility room of John Pugh Hall… The (Sustainability) club is in contact with Lisa 
Doherty from Juneau Composts and would love to eventually have her take all of the university’s 
waste, if possible.” 

Students can help reduce food waste by collecting compost in their kitchens, purchasing 
imperfect produce at the supermarket, and not over serving food and saving leftovers. As well as, 
donating extra packaged goods to food banks and using expirations and sell-by dates as

For more information on Juneau Compost go to http://www.juneaucomposts.com/.

Do your part and compost
Compost options in Juneau expand and improve Juneau

Juneau Composts membership fees range from $7 to $25 a month.
          RETREIEVED FROM FLIKR COMMONS. BLACK AND WHITE.                         
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By JORDAN LEWIS
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

Snow boots or rain boots? 
This is a question many in the Juneau 

area find themselves wondering and will 
continue to wonder as the precipitation 
estimates continue to change. 

However, Juneauites will need their 
warmest winter attire. 

Guaranteed.
The National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Association and the National 
Weather Service Forecast Office, provide a 
more detailed outlook of this winter. 

According to the Three-Month 
Temperature Outlook from the National 
Weather Service Forecast Office, Juneau 
can look forward to a range of 27.5 to 
30.9 degrees F. 

Meteorologist in Charge, Tom 

Ainsworth, the director of the local 
Weather Forecast Office in Juneau 
describes the upcoming climate outlook, 
“This winter we are in what is known as 
a La Nina, which tends to be cooler than 
usual in Southeast.”

A La Niña is the phase opposite to an 
El Niño which are a part of the El Niño-
Southern Oscillation cycle.  

The ENSO cycle is a scientific 
term that describes the fluctuations in 
temperature between the ocean and 
atmosphere in the east-central Equatorial 
Pacific. La Niña is sometimes referred to 
as the cold phase of ENSO and El Niño 
as the warm phase of ENSO, according to 
NOAA. 

Typically, El Niño occurs more 
frequently than La Niña.

While the climate forecast in Southeast 

is predictable, precipitation is not.
Warning Coordination Meteorologist 

Joel Curtis, who serves as the contact with 
Weather Service for the Southeast region 
provided a snapshot for the upcoming 
month.

“Through the 24th were going to 
be in a snow setup, meaning below 
average temperature and above average 
precipitation. Looking at our monthly 
forecast, we’re looking at below normal 
temperature and below normal levels of 
precipitation,” said Curtis. 

Curtis also noted that there is always a 
certain amount of uncertainty, “The data 
always has an element of uncertainty to 
it. We do a pretty good job for up to four 
days, however the forecast only goes up to 
a week.” 

Accurate forecasting ends at the week 

mark due to the measurement tools that 
are used. 

Ainsworth outlined that when looking 
at the daily projections, the data provides 
a high resolution outlook.

However, as the forecast begins to look 
beyond a week, the projections become 
more low resolution.

“The numerical model of Southeast 
Alaska is not perfect due to the sparsity of 
information, there are a lot of areas with 
no routine data such as the Juneau Icefield 
or the East Pacific,” said Ainsworth.

“The density of really knowing what is 
going on right now is pretty sparse.”

To find out more information head 
to the website of the Weather Service at 
www.weather.gov and enter your local 
zipcode. 

Baby, it’s cold outside
Students should break out the mittens and scarves as Juneau enters a La Niña this winter

PHOTO PROVIDED BY UAS MEDIA SERVICES I FOR UAS WHALESONG
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By MARIA ROMFOE
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

Late on Nov. 8, Alaska Gov. Bill 
Walker, U.S. President Donald Trump, and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping signed an 
agreement with Sinopec, China Investment 
Corp., and the Bank 
of China to advance a 
$43 billion project to 
implement an 800-mile 
natural gas pipeline. 

According to the 
Times, the tentative 
plan is to construct a 
gas treatment plant on 
Alaska’s North Slope. 
The treatment plant will 
be connected to an 800 
mile long pipeline which 
will transport the natu-
ral gas from North Slope 
to the town of Nikiski 
on the Kenai Peninsula 
where it will be liquefied 
and shipped to Asia. 

Walker said that 75 
percent of the gas will 
be designated for China, and the remain-
ing 25 percent will be majority owned by 
the state of Alaska to sell to other Asian 
markets including Japan, South Korea, and 
Vietnam, reported ABC News.

The benefit of the 25 percent owner-
ship will show positive fiscal returns on the 
state, affecting Juneau.

“What is good for Alaska, is good for 
Juneau,” said Executive Director of the 
Juneau Economic Development Council, 

Brian Holst. “It is exciting 
that there is progress.”

However, the agreement 
recently made is non-bind-
ing, vague, lacks financial 
details, and doesn’t have a 
solid time line, and without 
these hard contracts it is 
questionable whether or 
not the project will actually 
happen.

According to the Seattle 
Times, Walker is optimis-
tic and said that he wants 
the project set in stone by 
the end of 2018 and begin 
ground breaking in 2019 
with hopes to finish the 
project by 2025.

Local Juneau Rep. 
Justin Parish hopes things 

will become more clear when an actual 
signed contract is drafted in the upcoming 
month. 

Parish also expressed cautious optimism 
about the deal, considering the current 

status of the ANWR deal and the develop-
ment location. 

“Alaska is projected to only get about 
half of what the statehood agreement said 
we should receive of the ANWR resources. 
The statehood document said that Alaska 
would be entitled to a 90 percent share of 
royalties, but our Congress just approved a 
version that Alaska should only receive 50 
percent,” said Parish. 

“I am also a little con-
cerned with the plan to 
run a pipe in Cook Inlet, 
because of the remarkable 
degree of trouble we have 
had there with submarine 
pipelines.”

Despite the fiscal and 
environmental costs and 
the skewed time line, there 
is a definite push for the 
pipeline.  

China is phasing out 
of coal-powered energy by 
using more natural gas to help improve air 
quality, and Alaska’s North Slope contains 
an estimated 35 trillion cubic feet of gas 
reserves which could meet this demand 
temporarily, reported ABC News. 

    Copresident of UAS’s Sustainability 
Club Griffin Plush explains that despite 
Alaska’s economic history of fossil fuel de-

pendence, the consequences of implement-
ing the pipeline may do more harm than 
help for the state of Alaska. 

“Since the construction of the Trans-
Alaska Pipeline both Republican and Dem-
ocratic politicians have been convinced 
that their most important task is the con-
tinuation of the Oil & Gas Industry. With 
even the slightest drop in extraction there 

have been calls for mas-
sive new development like 
dangerous drilling in the 
Arctic Ocean or ANWR,” 
said Plush.

“Instead of investing 
that money into our state 
by way of schools, repair-
ing infrastructure, or new 
renewable energy we will 
be using it to keep our 
state’s problematic addic-
tion to fossil fuels alive at 
the expense of our future.”

    It seems contradicto-
ry that the pipeline will improve environ-
mental health in China but will poten-
tially cause further degradation to Alaska’s 
environment, a state that is already severely 
suffering the consequences of rapid change.

New pipeline deal to help improve environmental health of China, but at 25 percent ownership is it worth it
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Alaska helps China phase out coal, but at a cost

By MARSHA SQUIRES
for the UAS Whalesong

Each year the National Student Exchange (NSE) program 
recognizes a student who has fully-engaged in and has dem-
onstrated the best use of their exchange participation. Prior-
ity is given to academic accomplishments, civic engagement, 
contributions to the campus or community, and/or creative use 
of time during the experience. 

Congratulations goes out to Katie Beauto, a biochemistry 
student from the University of Minnesota – Morris, who came 
to UAS and found an amazing opportunity to engage in under-
graduate research with Dr. Sonia Nagorski.  

During the academic year (2016-17), Katie supported sev-
eral projects related to atmospheric mercury.    

In one particular project, Katie started from the beginning 
with the written proposal, and applied for funding through 
Alaska INBRE (IDEA Network of Biomedical Research Excel-

lence). Once funding came through, she installed and serviced 
the Juneau station, and was responsible for weekly sample col-
lection for the National Mercury Deposition Network.  

She assessed the precipitation samples after snowstorms and 
completed the preparatory analysis for the Seattle lab. Finally, 
shared her research with the public.  

This academic opportunity reaffirmed Katie’s desire to work 
in environmental research. 

She believes that this project would not have been possible 
in Minnesota and is grateful to Dr. Nagorski, the National 
Student Exchange program and its coordinators, her home 
away from home – UAS, and all who inspired and encouraged 
her along the way. 

For more information on NSE contact myself, Academic 
Exchange and Study Abroad Coordinator Marsha Squires by 
email at mssquires@alaska.edu.

Former UAS exchange student wins national award 
Previous UAS exchange student Katie Beauto wins annual NSE student achievement award
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By BROOKE KELLER
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

University of Alaska Conservative Club (UACC) 
is a new student organization at UAS. The club 
intends to initiate political discourse at UAS 
campus, encourage political diversity, and challenge 
certain stigmas

Conservatives generally believe in personal 
responsibility, limited government, free markets, 
individual liberty, traditional American values and 
a strong national defense. Also believe the role 
of government should be to 
provide people the freedom 
necessary to pursue their own 
goals, according to Student 
News Daily.

There hasn’t been a right 
leaning group on campus since 
2005, according to UACC 
President, Taylor Stumpf.

“Here on campus people 
with certain political opinions 
aren’t allowed to express them,” 
Stumpf said.

Conservative Club was 
named with intention.

“The term Conservative 
was chosen over Republican 
because the club wants to encompass a wide range 
of beliefs. The group encompasses political ideals 
across the spectrum,” said Stumpf. 

The club’s purpose is to have a free exchange of 
ideas. “The club has characteristics of a safe space 
but isn’t an echo chamber,” Stumpf said.  

UACC not only welcomes diversity but 
encourages it. 

“The group wants to spark up discussion 
between liberals and conservatives,” said Vice 
President of UACC, Kieran King. 

King recommends people get out of their bubble 
because that’s where real discussion begins.

For many politics is a hot button topic, but it’s 
important to start a conversation, challenge beliefs, 
and learn new things. 

“Politics isn’t a two dimensional spectrum,” said 
UACC member, Alex Mellis.

To date the club’s highest 
meeting was 14, but the group 
would like to have more people 
involved. 

UACC Secretary, Milagro 
Darby, said it’s difficult to find 
other women who share similar 
political beliefs, but she would 
like to see more women join 
and discuss more controversial 
topics, like birth control, 
“UACC is a very supportive and 
encouraging club,” said Darby.

The UACC meets every 
Monday from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
Egan library and welcomes 

anyone interested. 
UACC also has a facebook page where different 

topics are posted for discussion. The purpose of 
this is, “To help people get out of their comfort 
zone,”said King.

The new kids on the block

 The club’s purpose 

is to have a free ex-

change of ideas. “The 

club has characteris-

tics of a safe space 

but isn’t an echo 

chamber,” Stumpf 

said.  

New Conservative Club at UAS looks to have free exchange of 
ideas, and encourages diversity 

Want to Write to the Whalesong?

Send your articles, comments, letters to the editor, 
ideas, or photos to

uas.whalesong@alaska.edu
and you could be published in an issue of the 

school’s newspaper!



THURSDAY, NOV. 22
4th Annual Turkey Trot 5K/1 Mile Run/

Walk, Mendenhall Refuge Trail Access Road, 
Mendenhall Refuge Trail Access Rd, 9 a.m. 
Airport Trail, End of Radcliffe Rd. Start Times: 1 
mile @ 9:30am & 5k @ 10am. 5K - $15 (pre-
register)/5K - $20 (race day) and 1 mile - $10. Race 
benefits Juneau Teens For Change and JD High 
School Hockey. Register NAO, Foggy Mt. or at 
the race.

Think Like a Computer: An Introduction 
to Coding, Mendenhall Valley Public Library, 
3025 Riverside Dr, 6:30 p.m. Join us for our 
monthly introduction to coding class for ages 8 to 
adult. Every month we cover a different concept 
important to coding.

FRIDAY, NOV. 23
Public Market, Centennial Hall & the 

JACC, noon. The Best Shopping in Alaska. Every 
Thanksgiving Weekend sine 1983! Open on Friday 
at Noon.

Deals & Donuts, Downtown Juneau, 8 a.m. 
Various downtown stores Get all your Black Friday 
shopping done in downtown this year. Downtown 
shops will be open early for the Deals & Donuts 
shopping extravaganza! Participating stores open at 
8 AM and will offer SWEET shopping deals and 
free doughnuts. Head downtown for some Pre-
Public Market shopping.

Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale, Fred Meyer, 
8181 Glacier Hwy, 5 p.m. This Christmas Tree 
& Wreath Sale will benefit the JD & TM High 
Schools SWIM/DIVE Teams. Douglas Firs: $35, 
Noble Firs: $35-$130, Grand Firs: $40-$50, 
Nordam Firs: $50-$60, Wreaths: $40

SUNDAY, NOV. 26
Embodies Self-Care for the Holidays with 

Taproot Yoga & Somatics, uneau Family Health 
and Birth Center, 1601 Salmon Creek Ln, 
3:30 p.m. Cost is pay as you can, by donation. 
Pre-Registration Required If you have question or 
concerns about attending call 500-2317 to speak 
with Malia. You can also find Taproot Yoga on 
Facebook.

MONDAY, NOV. 27
Juneau Douglas Fish & Game Advisory 

Committee Meeting, University of Alaska 
Southeast, 11120 Glacier Hwy, 5:30 p.m. 
Advisory Committee will be holding a public 
meeting on Monday, November 27, 2017 at 5:30 
p.m. at the University of Alaska Southeast, Egan 

room 218 to discuss 2017/2018 Board of Fisheries 
proposals. Advisory committees are local groups 
that meet to discuss fishing and wildlife issues and 
to provide recommendations to Alaska Board of 
Fisheries and Alaska Board of Game. All meetings 
are open to the public. Advisory Committees are 
intended to provide a local forum on fish and 
wildlife issues.

TUESDAY, NOV. 28
Blood Moon, Marie Drake Planetarium, 

1415 Glacier Ave, 6:30 p.m. Juneau will view a 
total lunar eclipse. Be prepared for this awesome 
celestial event. Be illuminated by the science and 
imagery of this syzygy of sun-earth-moon. Followed 
by ‘The Sky Tonight’ on the Spitz projector. Free.

FRIDAY, DEC. 1
“New Perspective”: KTOO Photography 

Show, KTOO Public Media Bldg. Egan Drive, 
4 p.m. This Gallery Walk, see “New Perspectives” 
the KTOO staff and volunteer photography 
show through the month of December. Between 
our producers, reporters, photographers, 
administrators, volunteer DJs and engineers, us 
public media people love to take pictures! Join us 
for a First Friday Gallery Walk reception at 4 p.m. 
on December 1st and share our professional and 
personal perspectives of the world. Free

Annual Holiday Open House & Wine Pull, 
Southeast Land Trust 119 Seward St. Ste. 2, 4 
p.m. Join us for our annual Holiday Open House 
& Wine Pull, to be held during Gallery Walk. 
Come meet our staff and Board, and find out what 
we’ve been up to this year! We will be celebrating 
the holidays with several other businesses in our 
hall, so stop by for snacks, music, and activities. 
This year, the Southeast Alaska Land Trust will also 
be hosting a fundraiser in the form of a wine pull.

The Nutcracker, Juneau-Douglas High 
School, 1639 Glacier Ave, 7 p.m. Experience the 
magic of Juneau Dance Theatre’s “The Nutcracker”! 
This holiday ballet features new choreography 
by Artistic Director Zachary Hench, with special 
surprises throughout the production. Professional 
guest artists from Pennsylvania Ballet will dance the 
roles of Sugar Plum Fairy and her Cavalier. Bring 
the entire family and watch story of Clara and her 
Nutcracker danced to Tchaikovsky’s famous score!

SATURDAY, DEC. 2
Land of Sweets Tea and Tour, Juneau 

Douglas High School, 5:30 a.m. An event 

within Juneau Dance Theatre’s “The Nutcracker”! 
Tea attendees enjoy VIP seating plus a story 
and crafts prior to the performance. During 
intermission, return to beautifully decorated 
tables to enjoy tea and treats! Then go onstage 
after the show to take pictures with cast 
members, sit on the throne, or go for a ride in 
the walnut boat. This event sells out, so reserve 
your seats today!

SUNDAY, DEC.3
Disco on Ice: Recovery Ice Skating Party, 

Treadwell Ice Arena, 105 Savikko Rd, 4 p.m. 
This is a sober party event hosted by Great Bear 
Recovery Collective and sponsored by Second Wind 
Sports. Family friendly, skates provided! Open to 
people recovering from or impacted by any form of 
addiction. All A’s welcome! Admission is by donation 
and all proceeds go towards building a recovery 
community by creating fun events like this one.

Off Campus Calendar
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Sing the Winter 
Blues Away..... 
 
 
 
 
Tuesdays 5:30-7pm 
Nov. 7 - Dec. 19 
 
Resurrection  
Lutheran Church 
 
All are Welcome! 
 
Open to song  
suggestions! 
 
 

Sponsored by PFLAG Juneau Pride Chorus. For more information, please 
check our website http:// juneaupridechorus.com 
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On Campus Calendar
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 22

Community Thanksgiving, Lakeside Grill, 
6 p.m. Come join the Campus Life team on 
Wednesday, November 22nd for the annual 
Community Thanksgiving.  We will be hosting 
a non-perishable food drive to support those 
in Juneau struggling with food security. In lieu 
of a charge for this event, we ask that everyone 
bring 1 canned food item for donation to the 
S.E. Alaska Food Bank. At the end of our meal 
we will launch candle boat lanterns onto the lake 
(weather permitting) giving thanks for the year. 
We look forward to seeing you at the event!

THURSDAY, NOV. 23-26
Thanksgiving Closure. Main campus closed. 

Some services may have reduced hours to include 
student housing/lodge services and REC Center 
on the Juneau campus. Please check departmental 
websites for holiday hours.

MONDAY, NOV. 27
Cardio Core, REC, noon. Total body 

workouts that fit into your noon lunch hour. 
Intervals, various forms of aerobic training, core 
elements and flexibility each class. All abilities 
welcome! Instructors change during the semester, 
each having their own strength, all dedicated to 
your fitness goals.

Open Gym: Dodgeball, REC, 7 p.m. This 
isn’t your grade school game of dodgeball! Never 
played Skatterball... let us teach you. It’s fast, it’s 
fun, and it’s at the REC. Prepare for the Spring 
Black Light Dodgeball Tournament.

TUESDAY, NOV. 28
Open Gym: Basketball, REC, 7 p.m. 

Consider this preseason before the competition 
starts during spring intramural season. Join your 
friends or make friends playing basketball at the 
REC every Tuesday and Thursday evening at the 
REC. All skill levels welcome!

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 29
Student Government Meeting, Egan 221, 8 a.m. 

Please join the United Students of the University of 
Alaska Southeast at our weekly meeting. All students, 
staff, and faculty are welcome. Please contact us with 
any questions or for a copy of this week’s agenda.

Climbing Wall Orientations, REC, 6 p.m. Are 
weights and cardio machines not your thing... give 
climbing a try! Attend the REC’s climbing orientation 
to learn the basics and our gym rules. Once certified, 

climb when the REC is open! The orientation takes 
approx. 45 minutes with options to “test out”. The 
REC has climbing shoes, harnesses and gear to loan 
for our indoor wall users once certified. UAS is the 
only climbing gym in Southeast to have an auto belay, 
enabling climbers to climb routes solo. Climb On!

Need help with your student account?, 
Housing Lodge, 5:30 p.m. Come to drop in hours 
for any questions related to your student account! 
Viewing semester bill, TMS Payment Plans & 
Setup, direct deposit setup, and viewing holds are 
all thing that we can help you with! Can’t make it? 
Contact the Students Accounts Office at 907-796-
6267 or by email at uas.cashier@alaska.edu.

THURSDAY, NOV. 30
Need help with your student account?, JPH, 

5:30 p.m. Come to drop in hours for any questions 
related to your student account! Viewing semester 
bill, TMS Payment Plans & Setup, direct deposit 
setup, and viewing holds are all thing that we can 
help you with!Can’t make it? Contact the Students 
Accounts Office at 907-796-6267 or by email at 
uas.cashier@alaska.edu.

FRIDAY, DEC. 1
Evening at Egan: Relativity, Quantum 

Mechanics, & Recent Advances in Astrophysics, 
Egan Library, 7 p.m. Advances in astrophysics, 
particle physics and technology have given us a 
unique perspective on what the universe is made of, 
and of the limits nature imposes on us.  This talk will 
attempt to provide an understanding of underlying 
concepts in relativity, quantum mechanics, the nature 
of matter and how it may relate to us.  These studies 
have led to things and ideas we take for granted daily.  
They have led to the development of devices from 
cell phones to lasers to advanced medical imaging. It’s 
hard to imagine that so many things that affect our 
lives can be inferred from observations of events so 
many trillions of miles away or that occur on a scale 
of a fraction of a billionth of a meter.  The reality may 
surprise you. Lectures are free and open to the public.  
All lectures begin at 7 p.m. at the Egan Library. All 
Evening at Egan lectures are offered live via Flash 
streaming video at UATV as well as Facebook Live.

SATURDAY, DEC. 2
REC Guard Closure, REC, Dec. 2 to 3. The 

REC Center will be closed, during the following 
dates for the joint use by the Alaska Army National 
Guard.

To submit a calendar event or club, send 
the event/club name, meeting time, date, 

location, and contact information to 
whalesong@uas.alaska.edu.

CLUB CORNER
UA Conservative Club

with Kieran King

Where and when does UACC meet?
The location of UACC meetings vary from 
time to time but usually they are in room 
211 from 6:00 - 8:00pm.

How do students join?
To become a full member of the club with 
voting rights you will be required to attend 
at least two meetings. On the third meet-
ing you will be officially recognized as a 
member by either the UACC President or 
Vice President.

How many are in your club?
As of now we have 12 members.

Describe your club. 
Our group is a collection of like minded 
individuals willing to share and discuss 
conservative values openly. We gather so 
students on campus can hear the many 
different voices of conservatism and de-
stigmatize how our political beliefs have 
been portrayed. We are also a group of 
curious, open-minded people willing to be 
challenged on our set ideals and broaden 
our perspectives.

Why should students join?
To broaden your perspective, get outside 
your bubble, meet new people, and ulti-
mately become interested in politics. You 
don’t have to agree with conservatives 
to join our group but you do have to be 
willing to share your opinion and listen to 
others.

What is your favorite part of the club?
I love that I get to interact with people on 
all sides of the political spectrum, but the 
intellectual diversity I come into contact 
within our own club is by far my favorite 
part.

The UACC meets every Monday from 6 
to 8 p.m. in Egan library and welcomes 
anyone interested. 

Make sure 
to tune in 
Tuesdays at 
12 PM on KXLL-
Juneau

Like us on 
Facebook an 
Soundcloud 
at/radio UAS/



SIGN UP FOR SPRING 2018
 October 30: Spring 2018 Class Schedule Web Search Available at UAOnline

Degree Program Students: Registration Begins November 13

www.alaska.edu/uaonline
UA is an AA/EO employer and educational institution and prohibits illegal discrimination against any individual: http://www.uas.alaska.edu/policies
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By ERIN LAUGHLIN
Managing Editor, UAS Whalesong

American musician, singer-songwriter, and producer from Easton, Maryland. Maggie 
Rogers performed an acoustic concert Nov. 18 to a packed house at the UAS REC center.

Rogers who is most commonly known for her hit “Alaska”, performed music from 
across her musical career. 

A musical summary of her life.
The following is a transcript of an interview Rogers gave to the Whalesong before her 

intimate show:

Whalesong: What is your favorite song that you will be performing tonight?
Rogers: I don’t know, I am playing songs tonight from all over my life. I am playing 

some songs from when I was in a rock band and played base, I am opening with a song 
from my college punk band. Also, playing some songs from my high school folk records, 
a Melissa Etheridge cover, and a song I am working on right now. It is sort of all over the 
place. 

Whalesong: So, tonight is like a musical summary of your life?
Rogers: Yeah! I never ever get to play acoustic gigs, or at least I haven’t yet, this year 

has been just so crazy and fast paced. I think tonight is one of the shows that I am most 
excited about this year. Playing acoustic offers so much space and energy, like there is a 
ton of risk and it’s a very intimate thing. Like I feel like on stage in my normal show, I 
have this crazy costume and a cape , and I wear all this glitter. But, tonight it is just me. 

I actually stopped playing acoustic because I didn’t like playing these kinds of shows, 
but I think that now that I never get to play them, I really appreciate them. 

Whalesong: What is your favorite part about playing to an acoustic audience?
Rogers: If you are showing up to a gig that you know is an acoustic gig you are sort 

of already in a certain mind set of quiet and still fullness. I feel like if you wander into an 
acoustic gig you could be hanging out with your friend or on your cellphone, and I think 
that is totally fine, acoustic can be a good mood setter. 

However, when acoustic music is given a space to live I think it is the most beautiful 
and intimate experience you can have with someone. Singing is like talking, but you can 
actually make someone feel the way you feel rather than just telling them.

For more information on Maggie Rogers go to https://www.maggierogers.com/ or 
check out her twitter at @maggierogers.

Popular folk musician packs the UAS REC for an acoustic 
concert ending her national tour

Maggie Rogers
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