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By HANNAH CASSELL
for the UAS Whalesong

Last November, I deleted my facebook and twitter 
accounts in an attempt to salvage what was left of my 
mental capacity for current events.  

I was by no means the only one.  It seemed like all my 
best friends and family members were also “going dark”  
on social media.  

But, like any good millennial, it turned out I was get-
ting most of my news and reporting from social media, 
and I soon realized I didn’t know about many current 
events anymore.  

This November, with the seemingly endless sexual 
assault accusations, I find myself in the exact same posi-
tion.  Everyday it seems like headlines are being randomly 
generated by some kind of sick roulette, and it is truly 
exhausting!  

However, I do like being informed, and for my jobs I 
need to be accessing social media and the news.  

So how will I navigate this toxic climate we are cur-
rently living in?  

Well, I’ve compiled some tips from friends, the inter-
net, and my own experience in order to keep my sanity 
for the next trip around the sun.

  Since it’s important for all of us to stay engaged, I 
thought I’d share them with you.   

1. DON’T read the news first thing in the 
morning.  

I know we like to wake up and scroll through our feeds 
in bed, but I’ve found that reading negative comments 
and articles right away stunts my productivity, and can 
put me in a bad mood for a few hours. 

Similarly, don’t check the news right before bed.  
Stressful articles can disrupt your sleep, and lead to not 
only news fatigue, but physical fatigue. 

2. Actively seek out positive news stories or 
messages.  

Whether you believe it or not, there are a lot of posi-
tive news outlets out there for consumption!  

My personal favorite is www.positive.news.  The ar-
ticles focus on progress and productivity, and gives me a 
little more hope for humanity.  

3. Take a break!  
Like I said, it’s not realistic for me to completely ghost 

my social medias. 
However, giving yourself one or a few days of rest 

isn’t bad.  I try to avoid my apps as much as possible on 
Friday’s and Saturday’s.  

Instead, I focus on self care and  spending time with 
my friends. 

4. Read reputable local or national newspa-
pers before reading opinion pieces, editori-
als, or blogs.  

Newspaper editors are literally paid to pick the most 

important stories, and to get as true a story as possible 
before publication.  While there is value in reading edi-
torials and blogs, they can be charged with emotion and 
very one sided.  

Reading these emotionally charged articles to get the 
information may be more exhausting than it needs to be.  

5. Lastly, when wading through story after 
story, focus on what you can control.  

You cannot single-handedly provide help to all the 
survivors of sexual assault, nor can you stop a hurricane 
or shooting.  Study up on the things you do have access 
to, like volunteering at a shelter, attending city hall and 
assembly meetings, and writing to your state senators and 
representatives.  

Chipping little bits away from a much larger issue may 
mean that these issues won’t hit you as hard as they might 
have before.  

It’s okay to be overwhelmed with the issues you see 
everyday.  

To keep yourself somewhat sane, here’s a reminder that 
no one has to do everything, but everyone can do a little 
something!
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Peer Prevention advisor shares how she avoids news fatigue and how you can avoid it too

Opinion: 

Combatting news fatigue in our current climate

By BROOKE KELLER
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

Although, Juneau is a small close knit community; it isn’t 
excluded from the malevolence of Islamophobia. 

An article in the New York Times includes “Most people are 
so ignorant they don’t know the difference between religions,” 
said Ravi Chawla, 65, a businesswoman who moved to the 
region from Pakistan in the 1970s. “Just because they see the 
turban they think you’re Taliban.”

    Islam is a set of beliefs, not a race, ethnicity, or political 
ideology. However, anti Muslim organizations like ACT for 
America and the US Islamophobia Network perpetuate and 
encourage stigma and violence. 

Nathan Lean, author of “The Islamophobia Industry”, said 
in an interview with The Atlantic, “In its earliest historical us-
age, the term ‘Islamophobia’ described prejudice and hostility 
towards Muslims—not an ‘irrational fear of Islam.’”

UAS student, India Busby, discussed hate crimes in the 

United States towards Muslims during her Nov. 4 Power and 
Privilege Symposium breakout session, ‘Muslim Does Not 
Equal Terrorist: Exploring Islamophobia in America.”

“Islamophobia is hatred, fear, or prejudice toward Islam 
and Muslims, resulting in discrimination, marginalization, and 
oppression,” said Busby.

Busby went into depth about racial profiling, and addressed 
how stereotypes harm not only Muslims, but people who 
are not part of the Islam religion. Sihks and South Asians are 
vulnerable to these stereotypes of racial profiling.

“I think people here at UAS and in Juneau understand the 
concept of Islamophobia, but Juneau is not diverse at all. I do 
think that because of the lack of diversity in Juneau, people 
won’t see much Islamophobia here in town (not saying that it 
doesn’t exist at all, because it does) as they would in bigger cit-
ies such as Anchorage or in places down south,” said Busby.

When people are brought together to solve problems 
in groups, they bring different information, opinions and 

perspectives. This makes obvious sense when we talk about 
diversity of disciplinary backgrounds—think again of the 
interdisciplinary team building a car. 

The same logic applies to social diversity. People who are 
different from one another in race, gender and other dimen-
sions bring unique information and experiences to bear on the 
task at hand.

While Juneau is not as diverse as other places in the United 
States, it can facilitate diversity by learning other cultures and 
rejecting stereotypes. 

A discussion was held after the breakout session. People 
seemed inspired and expressed agency. People unanimously 
agreed to be safe spaces and be more skeptical of news outlets. 
It’s so important that the conversation is started; tackling big 
issues can be very overwhelming, maybe seemingly impossible. 

However, change is made when a community comes 
together.

Learning about Islamophobia and rejecting stereotypes
Understanding Islamophobia while living in a diversity desert and why Juneau should care 
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— UAS Answers —
everybody’s got one ...

What’s one interesting/important 
lesson you have learned this semester?

“I’ve learned that self care is 
important!”

-Chloe Nelson, Pre-Nursing

“I learned to step outside the box!”
-Amanda Friendshuh, Elementary 

Education

“I learned to prioritize and take more 
responsibility. Just learning to become 

an adult and everything that comes with 
that.”

- Eliza Hogue, Sociology  

“I’ve learned to not let your 
schedule get ahead of you. Stay on 

top of your work!”
-Sara Wood, Pre-Nursing

We here at the Whalesong strive for 
excellence in all areas, especially accuracy. 
If you read a statement that you believe 
is inaccurate or if you see a typo, please 
contact us at uas.whalesong@alaska.edu. 

Corrections

The UniversiTy of AlAskA soUTheAsT 
sTUdenT newspAper, The whAlesong:

The Whalesong staff assumes no 
responsibility for the content of material 
written by staff members. The views and 
opinions contained in this paper in no 
way represent the University of Alaska 
and reflect only those of the author(s). 

Printed by the Juneau Empire.

WE LIKE YOU!
LIKE US ON 

FACEBOOK!

UAS WHALESONG

Want to Write to 
the Whalesong?
Send your articles, comments, 
letters to the editor, ideas, or 

photos to
uas.whalesong@alaska.edu

and you could be published in an 
issue of the school’s newspaper!

Art from the UAS Art Show at the Dec. 1 Gallery Walk at the 
Baranof downtown.

Photo by UAS Whalesong Photographer McKenna Kincaid.

ON THE COVER...
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A Letter from the Editor 

Whalesong’s 2017 Gift Guide 
By ERIN LAUGHLIN
Managing Editor, UAS Whalesong 

The holidays can be a wonderful time but they also can be a very 
stressful time. For me it is a time to think of ways to show those I care 
about how much I appreciate them, I do this through gift giving. 

I pride myself on being a “good gift giver.” A common misconcep-
tion is gift giving is too expensive, but even as college students members 
of the community should feel like they can let people know they care. 
If you are looking for one person or for a whole friend group, her are a 
couple ideas.

I think a great gift for a whole group of friends would be a reserva-
tion to any of the Juneau area forest service cabins. Taking the weekend 
up in any of Juneau’s picturesque cabins with a group of friends and a 
couple six packs is the gift of an experience, and possibly a new tradi-
tion. 

A new local product that I have fallen in love with are Alpenglow 
Candle Co. candles! They are amazing! Firstly, they have not paid for 
this endorsement, I just love their product. They are a local company 
and their candles are based off of Southeast smells. Each scent is curated 
to recreate the olfactory experience of high adventure in Southeast 
Alaska.  My two favorite scents are Alaskan Christmas and Sitka Spruce. 
Their packaging is simple yet attractive, and the prices are pretty reson-
able. For one four ounce candle it is $12. If you have family down 
south who have never been to Southeast, this is the best way to share 
the experience of smell with them. You can buy Alpenglow Candle Co. 
candles at Kindred Post or online at https://www.alpenglowcandleco.
com/shop-online.

I think the gift of information is a great idea for any college student 
with subscription to the Times, Washington Post, or the local Juneau 
Empire.

Finally, do not be afraid to give gift cards! If you are confident 
enough in your relationship you shouldn’t feel like you have anything to 
prove. If you give a gift card from a place the receiver will actually go , 
it is a good gift. Some local places to get gift cards are Heritage Coffee, 
Glacier Cinemas, Superbear IGA, Alaskan Dames, or GonZo. 

sub head

As the semester comes to a close this is the last issue of the Whale-
song for the Fall of 2017. I would like to thank my hard working 
staff for all of their work this semester. It is hard work to make a 
quality newspaper and I think we, as a team, have delivered the news. 

Unfortunately, we will be saying goodbye to one team member, 
Maria Romfoe, since she will be returning to her home university in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. Romfoe set out to inform the UAS commu-
nity on environmental and social issues that were present on campus, 
and in her short time on staff I believe she achieved her goal. We 
wish her the best of luck on all of her future endeavours.

While we are sad to see a team member go, it opens up an oppor-
tunity for another UAS student to take her place. 

Next semester we will be hiring for the position of Staff Writer. 
Applicants for this position must demonstrate their ability to write by 
submitting two writing samples. Samples may include any virtually any 
kind of writing including articles, written assignments, reports, or cre-
ative pieces. In addition to written language skills, the job also requires 
good interpersonal skills. 

Staff Writers are required to interact with their sources and must ask 
questions. Writers must be comfortable talking to strangers and carry-
ing on conversation. They work closely with fellow reporters as well as 
the editor and photographer, so being able to work in a group dynamic 
is imperative.  Applicants must also be able to work under deadlines 
and stress. 

A goodbye becomes a hello
The Whalesong will be hiring next semester as we say goodbye to Maria Romfoe
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By BROOKE KELLER
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

Imagine leading a group of UAS through some of the most 
beautiful landscape on a camping trip, sharing your knowledge with 
that group and providing an experince those students will not forget.

Sound fun? If yes, then the REC has a job for you.
The REC and ODS program have teamed up to create a new job 

opportunity, REC/ODS Outdoor Programmer and Guide.  
The major duties of the position are to plan, promote, and lead 

outdoor trips open to the UAS student body.
Potential trips may include day hikes or overnight trips to cabins. 

These outings are designed to encompass a wide range of outdoor skill 
sets. 

Some of the requirements are a current certification in Wilderness 
First Responder and current student of the ODS program who 
is knowledgeable and experienced with a broad array of outdoor 
activities. 

A good candidate has leadership skills, self-reliance, good 
judgement, energy, and is able to motivate others, as stated on the 
UAS employment page. 

Additional to the Outdoor Programmer there will be guiding 
assistance on outings provided by the REC Center Climbing 
Coordinator/Rental Gear Specialist to ensure proper safety and 
instruction guidelines are reviewed before each outing.

The position is under the supervision of the Associate Director 
of Campus Recreation, Dave Klein, and the guidance of the ODS 
director, this position will develop, execute, and evaluate outdoor 
outings open to the UAS student body. 

“What better way to provide an outlet for ODS students to learn 
from in a sort of peer mentoring way, so it would add some additional 
leadership components to that,” said Klein.

A similar position was offered in the past; however, it was 
organized by Student Activities. The position was outdoor related but 
didn’t require the same credentials.

“There’s a lot of things that I think students who don’t have a full 
on interest in either being in the ODS program or maybe the PE class 
is a little bit intimidating. This kind of gives them a taste of that, so it 
may help to both internally promote the ODS program but it’ll also 
kind of integrate those two student groups that are sometimes kind of 
separate from each other,” said Klein.

This position will help people get outside, while potentially 
learning some new skills.

“I can’t imagine somebody living here and never getting on the 
trails and staying in cabins and fishing and doing the things that are 
opportunities here,” said Klein.

For more information on the new REC/ODS Outdoor 
Programmer and Guide position contact Dave Klein by email at 
dvklein@alaska.edu.

Guiding students 
through nature
The REC is hiring for a new position aimed to 
help UAS students get out on to the wilderness

By JORDAN LEWIS
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

The holidays often function as a time for 
students to spend times with their families, however 
when these times come around many students have 
to make the choice of whether or not to go home. 

A variety of factors can go into decisions ranging 
from financial concerns to personal inconvenience. 

For some UAS students, such as undergraduate 
Jacob Almeida, it depends more on time.

“I decided to go home for Thanksgiving because 
I wasn’t completely sure how soon I could come 
home in December for Christmas break, and I 
hadn’t seen my family in over three and a half 
months too,” said Almeida. 

“It felt great being back home even though it 
was only for four days, people seem not to make 
it as big of a deal as Christmas but since we had 
the means and time I had to come home for 
Thanksgiving.”

These are fair points as many students, especially 
first year students, have been away from their 
families for three months now.

Studies have shown that families who spend time 
together, have happier, healthier children that do 
better in school. 

Family time promotes emotional health in 
individuals, which is linked to a greater likelihood 
that they will avoid risky behaviours, or suffer from 
depression, according to FEDHEALTH.

Conversely to Almeida returning home, 
undergraduate student Trevor McLean decided to 
stay here on campus.

“I live in Washington and it’s a short break. I 
didn’t want to miss classes and I didn’t want to 
spend the extra money. You don’t have to worry 
about the travel right, so you don’t have to take 
time out of your life to do it. There is stress and 
travel. It’s good to see your family but, all the other 
students that were here were having a good time. 
We all had good meals,” said McLean.

Money can be tight around the holidays and 
during school making it difficult to travel. 

Travel can be especially expensive in Juneau 
beause the options of transportation are limited. 
For most short term travel flying is the only option. 

A round trip plane ticket from Juneau to Seattle 
can range from $250 to $700 depending on when 
you book the tickets, according to Alaska Airlines. 

To get the lowest prices on flights students 
should book flights farecompare.com suggests 
that when shopping for U.S. tickets the shopper 
should buy between 3 months and 30 days before 
departure. 

While those shopping for international tickets 
should buy between 5 ½ months and 1 ½ months 
before departure.

Money spent on traveling could be put toward 
book expenses or tuition for the next semester. 

Stress can also become a problem if a student 
needs to plan out a trip and study for tests.

See family or save money?
Weighing the cost benefit of going home for the holidays or saving money
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By JORDAN LEWIS
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong 

With finals around the corner, many students may find 
themselves feeling stressed out. 

In order to help students find a way to relax, student 
government is putting on a week of de-stressing activities.

USUAS-JC Senator Jesse Miller broke down de-stress 
week.

 “Finals are coming; finals will be happening. So to 
lower students stresses during that week, Student govern-
ment usually helps host or sponsor events to de-stress 
them,” said Miller.

 “In the past, they have done midnight breakfast, pup-
pies, sledding, bowling, and stuff like that. We are hoping 
to do a few things like that ourselves.”

Some of the events scheduled for de-stress week 
include a zumba class, an extended session of democracy 
and doughnuts, and Puppy Playtime.

Many of these aforementioned stressors can stem from 

a variety of things ranging from grades to classwork and 
in some cases personal life. Combined with finals, many 
students can begin to feel overwhelmed by the amount of 
work they are faced with.

“Being a student is inherently stressful, but the work 
really adds up during these last few weeks of the semes-
ter,” said USUAS-JC Vice President Breanna Walker.

“I really hope that de-stress week helps students as we 
all head into finals. Simple things that you can work into 
your own schedule, like taking a walk outside, exercising 
at the gym, or getting coffee/tea with a friend are all great 
and flexible break options! Remember that finals are only 
temporary and your health is also important! Taking care 
of yourself allows you to be more present for studying!” 

Wednesday, Dec. 6 
Democracy, Donuts, and De-stress
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Student Government Office
Free donuts, muffins, coffee,tea, veggies, and conversa-

tion all morning and afternoon

Movie- Spiderman: Homecoming
7 to 9:30 p.m. at the Housing Lodge
De-stress with a free movie hosted by the Student 

Activities Board

Thursday, Dec. 7
Paint the Pain Away
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Mourant
Stressed? Frustrated? Need a creative outlet? Come to 

Mourant for a group canvas mural project with Student 
Government. 

Friday, Dec. 8
6  to 8 p.m. at the Diamond Park Pool
Take a lap in the pool to end the week with this open 

swim hosted by the Student Activities Board. Free to the 
first 100 students.

Relax during the 2017 Fall De-stress Fest
Student Government hosts events to help students relax during the most stressful time of the year

By EM RADEMAKER
for the UAS Whalesong

It’s about who we are. All of us.
I believe it’s easier to notice oppression, especially when 

you are being mistreated. We remember more of the nega-
tive than the positives in our lives. Privilege is the other side.

Consider the ways in which you are oppressed. Are there 
parts of your identity which change the way society treats 
for the worse? Are you a woman? Are you disabled? Queer? 
Poor? Person of color?

Any of these qualities could make life difficult because 
society disenfranchises people who identify with them. 
Conversely, the people who society doesn’t disenfranchise, 
experience privilege.

And everyone has levels of both. As a Caucasian person, 
I experience privilege that people of color do not. As a queer 
person, I experience oppression that heterosexual people do 
not. It is not one or the other. My identities are intersec-
tional.  

We are not bad people if we experience a certain type of 

privilege. It’s our lot in life. 
Additionally, making other people feel guilty for having 

privilege is a waste of good energy. Guilt is a useless and 
fruitless emotion. I’m not interested in people’s guilt for 
having heterosexual privilege that I don’t. Neither do I want 
to waste my time feeling guilty or shamed because I was 
born Caucasian. I want to be an ally and help create change. 

We can overcome the challenge that oppression and priv-
ilege create by having dialogue. 

Ask questions. 
Do research on what you don’t understand. 
Make the effort. 
Have empathy that everyone has a unique life experi-

ence.
It’s okay to be uncomfortable in the process. It is more 

important that we have the conversations than trying to 
avoid the inevitable awkwardness of dialoguing together.

By knowing, understanding, and holding onto the why 
of our guilt, we are better able to remember that we have a 
responsibility and accountability to act.  

Symposium presenter provides overview of her presentation titled 
“Privilege Shame: Achieving accountability without alienation”
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One of the many art pieces was Ceramic fox mug crafted by UAS student Doris Alcorn. Ceramic matching pale blue bowl and cup set crafted by UAS student Cas Suryan.

The Dec. 1 event was to showcase student and faculty projects. UAS faculty took the opportunity to talk to community members about what the Humanities department does at UAS.
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By MARIA ROMFOE
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

With Alaska experiencing climate change at an acceler-
ated rate, Juneau has been making great strives to become 
more sustainable. The City and Borough of Juneau (CBJ) 
with the help of other organizations have made many suc-
cessful investments in renewable energy thus far. 

For example, the Juneau International Airport replaced 
their runway lighting with LED lights and installed a 
ground-source heat system to heat the buildings and melt 
ice which has increased both sustainability and fiscal sav-
ings, according to the 2014 Juneau International Airport 
Energy Analysis.

Juneau has also become one of the top communities 
in the nation in terms of electrical vehicle ownership per 
capita, and has multiple charging stations located around 
town with more on the way.

In addition, the city of Juneau currently obtains 20 per-
cent of its total energy from hydropower, according to the 
Alaska Energy Authority,  thereby providing Juneau with 
the lowest cost and most stable electric rates in the state. 

With these accomplishments having paved the way, the 
city of Juneau can continue to improve its overall sustain-
ability by adopting the Juneau Renewable Energy Strategy 
(JRES).

JRES is a strategic plan that provides information on 
Juneau’s current energy use and where it is supplied from, 
discusses alternative energies suitable for Juneau, and rec-
ommends energy goals and the strategies to achieve them.

The main objective of JRES is decreasing fossil fuel 
dependence and adopting more sustainable energy sources. 
The JRES recommends the CBJ adopts a target to obtain 
80 percent of the city’s energy from renewable sources by 
the year 2045.

Assistant Professor of Social Sciences and member of the 
Sustainability Committee Lora Vess explains why we, as 
Alaskans should care about the implementation of JRES.

“Alaskans are experiencing climate change more no-
ticeably and more quickly than many other U.S. states. 
Prioritizing renewable energy makes environmental and 
economic sense. Honestly, there’s no convincing or justifi-
able argument to be made that a strategy of nonrenewable 
energy is beneficial,” said Vess.

JRES has provided four strategies to obtain this goal:

1.     Implement a CBJ energy management program 
to make the organization a leader in energy efficiency and 
adoption of renewable energy.  With the CBJ spending ap-
proximately $8 million per year on energy, it would be wise 
to implement a management program to track energy use 
and costs and then implement energy efficiency practices.

2.     Reduce Juneau’s dependence on fossil fuels for 
space heating.  Space heating accounts for about 21 percent 
of fossil fuel use in Juneau.  By using air-source heat pumps 
in lieu of fossil fuels, Juneau could provide two to three 
times more heating capacity for the same amount of hydro-
electricity used, making air-sourced heat pumps a far more 
sustainable and economic energy source.

3.     Reduce Juneau’s dependence on fossil fuels for 
transportation.  The transportation sector is the largest use 
of fossil fuels, totaling out 43 percent of total use.  Juneau 
is already rapidly converting to electric vehicles; the idea 
is to continue installing charging stations, improving and 
electrifying the CBJ transit system, and supporting non-
motorized transportation.

4.     Support efforts to provide new renewable energy 
for Juneau.  One of the most obvious ways to increase 
renewable energy in Juneau is expanding hydropower 
resources.  In addition, more research is needed to identify 
the potential of other renewable energy sources including 
wind, tidal, solar, and biomass.

JRES is relevant and crucial for Juneau’s economy and 
the sustainability of Alaska’s natural environment. 

Fossil fuels make up 77 percent of Juneau’s total energy 
use, which costs the local economy more than $140 million 
annually.

Assistant Professor of Geology and member of the Sus-
tainability Committee, Sonia Najorski said, “It would be a 
huge cost saver for the city, schools, government buildings, 
and the community to switch over to renewable energy, and 
it would prevent the price spikes and uncertainties of fossil 
fuel energy.”

By divesting from fossil fuels and switching over to 
renewable energy, new jobs and businesses will be cre-
ated, costs will be reduced, and community resilience will 
increase while reducing fossil fuel induced climate impacts.

In order for JRES to become officially pursued, Juneau 
residents, UAS students, and environmentalists need to 
show government officials their support.  Here’s what you 
can do:

•	 Email the Assembly at BoroughAssembly@
juneau.org explaining you support 80 percent 
renewable energy by 2045.

•	 Spread the word to others.
•	 Join the coalition of businesses who support 

clean energy by emailing renewablejuneau@
gmail.com

Why students should care about the 
Juneau Renewable Energy Strategy
Decreasing fossil fuel dependence and adopting more sustainable energy 

By SHEVONDA BURKHART
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

Where are you from? 
I grew up in Ontario, New York - a small town outside of 

Rochester, NY. 
Where and what did you study?
I have a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism from St. Mi-

chael’s College in Vermont, a Master of Library and Informa-
tion Studies from Florida State University, and a Master of 
Management Information Systems from the University of 
Illinois Springfield.

How do you spend your free time?
My husband Dave has a Master of Arts in Teaching 

degree from UAS and is a sixth grade teacher at Dzantik’i 
Heeni Middle School. We both enjoy playing tennis and 
traveling. In my latest personal endeavor I’m trying to learn 
Italian (Sono terribile!)

How long have you been teaching at UAS? What do 
you like about UAS?

I started teaching at UAS in 2004 as an adjunct in the 
Master of Educational Technology program, and then I went 
to full time teaching with the School of Management in 
2005. 

I enjoy the small size of UAS classes and the personal 
interactions I can have with my students as a result. I also ap-
preciate that a lot of my students are non-traditional. Many 
of them have full-time jobs, they have families, and/or they 
are coming back to college after having stepped out years 
ago. These students bring interesting perspectives into class 
discussions and projects. They often report back that they’re 
able to put what they’re learning to use right away in their 
work environments. That’s always a great thing to hear!

What do you teach at UAS?
I teach in the Bachelor of Business Administration degree 

program, where I focus on Information Systems courses such 
as Data and Information Management, Systems Analysis and 
Design, and Management Information Systems. I also teach 
Project Management and I taught our Spreadsheet Concepts 
course for the first time this semester.

Which do you prefer teaching on campus or online?
Because our students are spread around the state, I’ve 

only taught online courses over the past few years. I enjoy 
the challenge of finding ways to reach and engage students 
in a distance environment, and I often get to know students 
rather well even without meeting them face-to-face. That 
said, I really enjoy the opportunities I have to interact with 
my students face-to-face - whether they’re stopping by my 
office for help with assignments, or coming up to say hello at 
graduation. 

Get to know Associate Professor of 
Information Systems Colleen McKenna

UAS Professor 
Spotlight
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By SOL NEELY
for the UAS Whalesong

Recently, I walked into one of my classrooms to 
overhear the students describing the different kinds of 
“tangents” various professors at UAS pursue. 

With respect and humor, these students discussed 
the personalities of these tangents—noting how the 
pedagogical idiosyncrasies of each professor shaped the 
quality of the tangents they are inclined to follow. 

Like signatures, it turns out, each of our faculty 
members tends toward unique tangential expressions. 

As an existential philosopher concerned with 
performative dimensions of self, it made me reflect on the 
pedagogical function of the tangent. 

I invoke “existentialism” here just to note that no two 
tangents are alike—so, in my reflections on the purpose 
of the tangent, I don’t want to make sweeping, categorical 
generalizations about the essence of tangents. 

There are, of course, those tangents that are pursued 
simply to disguise the fact that we arrive to the classroom 
entirely unprepared. 

Both professors and students can be guilty of these 
kinds of tangents. We have all seen such tangents in 
practice.

For example, extroverted students who did not do the 
reading can, nevertheless, dominate seminar discussion, 
covering their lack of preparedness with wordy and 
opinionated tangents. 

I do, however, think that the tangent also expresses 
something important about responsible and vibrant 
pedagogy that remains receptive to very real social 
dynamics within and beyond the classroom. 

Without the tangent, all lessons would be the same 
despite the differing social subtleties in which they take 
place. 

Without the tangent, professors would remain 
indifferent to student needs and indifferent to the 
political, economic, and moral contexts in which we 
collectively pursue our studies, research, and creative 
activities. 

In this positive sense, the tangent signifies a real-time 
response to the needs and desires that collaboratively 
emerge through the social relations of a lively classroom. 

These social dynamics are never the same and can 
never be precisely duplicated. The ancient Greek 
philosopher, Heraclitus, famously said that one cannot 
step twice through the same river. 

This is true of the classroom, and when the tangent 

attends to these shifting dynamics, it is something to be 
cherished—as my students clearly understood.

As the ancient Roman poet, Lucretius, argued, we are 
all susceptible to the swerve. When we insist on pursuing 
knowledge against the possibility of the tangent, it 
remains closed off to the influence and revelation of the 
other individual. 

The tangent, when it is not simply an alibi for lack of 
preparedness, keeps open the possibility of that which we 
cannot anticipate—to sources of wisdom that come from 
beyond ourselves, influenced by relations that cannot be 
reduced to our own egoistic intentions. 

There is, then, an ethical concern for preserving 
the integrity of the tangent. We all have to attend to it 
because, like any social relation, it is susceptible to the 
influences of power and privilege. 

But if we attend to the tangent with vigilance for 
edifying self-and-other relations, it can occasion humor, 
discover joy, and provide us with unexpected landings in 
otherwise difficult study. 

Pedagogy of the tangent
Associate Professor of English and Philosophy discusses the kinds of “tangents” various professors at UAS pursue

By MARIA ROMFOE
Staff Writer, UAS Whalesong

Back in February UAS was named one of the Top LGBTQ+ Friendly Online Schools for 
2017 by SR Education Group.

UAS has programs and resources available to help LGBTQ+ members and make UAS a 
more inclusive environment to all.

Gender equality and inclusivity is important to address Residence Life Coordinator Em 
Rademaker explained.

“If a student can’t exist comfortably on campus, they can’t be expected to be successful 
in classes. We should care because we want everyone to feel comfortable and respected,” said 
Rademaker. “More and more Generation Z students identify as a gender or sexuality minority, 
which means more and more students are going to be looking for our staff, faculty, and 
community to be respectful and understanding.”

UAS students, faculty, and staff have the ability to show their support by participating in 
programs such as Safe Zone.

Safe Zone is a program that aims to provide a safer and more inclusive environment for 
students regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation by providing training to staff, faculty, 
and students to raise awareness about the LGBTQ+ community so that they can serve as a 
resource to members of the LGBTQ+ community.

“This training is important because a lot of people are unaware of genders other than male 
and female,” said Coordinator of Safe Zone and Disability and Counseling Services Margie 
Thomson. 

“It’s important for us to realize that not everyone identifies with male or female.  By receiving 
the Safe Zone training, the community will be better educated and will be able to serve as allies 
to others.”

In addition to Safe Zone, UAS has provided students with safe spaces such as the Native and 
Rural Student Center on the bottom floor of Mourant.

UAS is also equipped with gender neutral bathrooms in the lower level of Mourant and 
the second floor of the Egan Library. Gender neutral bathrooms provide students with a safe 
restroom option which is aimed to decrease harassment for those outside of the gender binary.

In addition to the progress made on campus, Student Housing has provided students with 
the option to live in Gender Inclusive Housing, meaning that students have the ability to share 
occupancy, in mutual agreement, with others regardless of gender, gender identity, and gender 
expression.

However, progress still needs to be made on UAS’s end.
“Our forms systems are often one of the most difficult and triggering areas that I’ve personally 

experienced. Whenever there is an opportunity to include a write-in option for gender identity, 
it should be taken. I recognize that there are some statistics that we are required by law to collect, 
however, not allowing folks to self-identify can be extremely alienating,” said Rademaker.

On an individual level, the community can help improve the campus environment by 
providing support and holding each other accountable as allies. 

One simple way to be an ally is to use others’ proper pronouns. Correcting others when they 
misuse someone’s pronouns (with their permission), simply asking others what their pronouns 
are, and telling others your pronouns when you introduce yourself.

Together we can make the UAS community a more inclusive and positive environment for 
all regardless of their gender identity.

For those who are interested in becoming a Safe Zone ally, would like to make a counseling 
appointment, or are intersted in LGBTQ+ support groups, Margie Thomson can be contacted 
via email at mwthomson@alaska.edu or in person by appointment at the Student Services Desk.

Steps UAS community can take to provide support and hold each other accountable as allies
Non-binary gender inclusivity at UAS
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By MELISSA ARNOLD
for the UAS Whalesong

Traveling can be rough, especially around the 
holidays. From stolen technology to no way to 
access your university resources. Not to worry! We 
have some tips to make being stuck in an airport 
tolerable! 

Tech Tracking Systems
Many of today’s technology 

is equipped with tracking 
systems. When activated, the 
app will locate where your 
stolen tech has gone. 

Activating Tracking 
On your IOS device locate 

the “Find my Iphone” app and 
login. Once logged in, you 
will be shown a list of devices 
associated with your apple ID, 
and will have the option to 
activate tracking features. Once 
activated, you will have the 
options to: wipe, track, set to 
lost mode, and play sounds on 
your device. 

To access tracking from your 
Mac computer go to System Preferences > icloud, 
and select  “Find my Mac” in the checkmark list. 
Once selected, you will be able to locate it from the 
app on your iphone or from  http://icloud.com.

Windows has recently added this feature in 
Windows 10. Accessing this feature is relatively the 

same for both PC and Tablet! Navigate to Update 
& security > Find My Device in the Settings app.
You’ll need to be using a Microsoft account to 
enable this. There will be a message saying “find my 
device is off ” if you haven’t enabled it yet. Click the 
“Change” button to enable this feature. Activate the 
the “Save my device’s location periodically” option 
when prompted and your PC/Tablet will regularly 
send its location to Microsoft. When you want to 

track your lost device, open a 
web browser and go to account.
microsoft.com/devices.

UAS VPN
For those of you wanting 

to access your university 
resources like any share drives 
and library resources, UAS 
has a VPN client that you can 
install so that you can access 
UAS resources. The link below 
will help guide you through the 
process to installing the client 
and using this helpful tool! 

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/
pub/vpn

Wherever you are traveling 
this holiday season, weather it is in town or out of 
town, we wish you safe travels!

Tech tips for traveling

 For those of you 

wanting to access your 

university resources like 

any share drives and 

library resources, UAS 

has a VPN client that 

you can install so that 

you can access UAS 

resources. 

IT Helpdesk gives a couple suggestions for taking your tech in the 
air or on the road

Want to Write to the Whalesong?

Send your articles, comments, letters to the editor, 
ideas, or photos to

uas.whalesong@alaska.edu
and you could be published in an issue of the 

school’s newspaper!



WEDNESDAY, DEC. 6
Wildlife Wednesday-Underwater 

Photography in SE AK, Mendenhall Valley 
Public Library, 3025 Riverside Dr, 7 p.m. 
Art Sutch, a professional photographer, will 
discuss diving and taking underwater photos 
in S. E. Alaska. He will share some techniques, 
equipment, and finding subjects to photograph. 
Great photos.

SATURDAY, DEC. 9
Second Saturday Market, Airport Shopping 

Mall, 10 a.m. Local produce and craft vendors 
from 10-3, every second saturday, year-round!

Live Acoustic Bluegrass @ Bullwinkle’s, 4 
p.m. Bluegrass with Jeremy & Nathan & Friends 
Every Saturday. Bring your friends and family 
for pizza, beer and Bluegrass music. Mandolin & 
Bango & Guitar picking and singing!

SUNDAY, DEC. 10
Christmas Arts & Crafts Fair, Mendenhall 

Mall Road, Mendenhall Mall Rd, 12 p.m. Hand 
crafts, lighted glass blocks, snowmen, stocking 
gifts, aprons, wreaths, snowmen, oils, jewelry, 
kitchen items, clothing, skin care, garden art, 
baked goods, ceramics, photography, cosmetics, 
candles, knitted items and much much more.

TUESDAY, DEC. 12
HomeChoice home buying class, Riverbend 

Apartments, 6 p.m. Free class for homebuyers 
– HomeChoice™ – is for anyone interested in 
buying a home. This eight-hour course is designed 
by Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC) 
to give Alaskans the knowledge necessary to 
become an informed homebuyer.  Are you a 
real estate professional seeking professional 
development credits? All of our HomeChoice™ 
classes offer eight CEUs! Learn more or register 
at https://www.ahfc.us/classes/. Alaska Housing 
Finance Corporation (AHFC) is a public 
corporation with a long history of providing 
Alaskans access to safe, quality and affordable 
housing through home financing programs, 
energy efficiency and weatherization programs, 
public housing and more. Since 1986, AHFC has 
contributed $1.9 billion to the State of Alaska’s 
General Fund.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13
JDHS Band Concert, Juneau-Douglas High 

School, 1639 Glacier Ave, 6:30 p.m. The JDHS 
Concert Band, Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band 

will be performing their 2nd concert of the year. 
Come support our young musicians. Pay as you 
can admission. Proceeds support our Juneau High 
School Music programs.

SATURDAY, DEC. 16
Gingerbread House Decorating, Canvas 

Community Art Studio, 223 Seward St, 10 
a.m. Gingerbread House Decorating with Kelly 
Manning. $35 per house. visit canvasarts.org or 
586-1750 for more info.

Quitting Sugar and Processed Foods, 
Mendenhall Valley Public Library, 3025 
Riverside Dr, 4 p.m. Listen to a speaker who has 
quit added sugar and processed foods for the past 
12 months. Become a member of a team that will 
support one another through reinventing flavors 
in healthy foods. Just show up - no fees ever.

Winter Wipeout Music Festival, Juneau Arts 
& Humanities Council, 350 Whittier St, 7 p.m. 
LA based Dankrupt will be featured with Juneau’s 
very own Gamble and the High Costa Living! 
The Tongass Tokers will start the night off right! 
Tickets available at JAHC.org JAHC.org

SUNDAY, DEC. 17
Juneau-Douglas Shrine Club Christmas 

Party, Juneau Masonic Center, 9315 Glacier 
Highway, 1 p.m. The Juneau-Douglas Shrine 
Club will host a Christmas Party for all of the 
Capital City! There will be food, treats, presents 
for the kids and a chance to get a picture with 
Santa!

Holiday Pops: JACC, Juneau Arts & 
Humanities Council, 350 Whittier St, 4 p.m. 
This seasonal favorite is fun for the whole family!

TUESDAY, DEC. 19
Arts Roundtable, Juneau Arts & Culture 

Center, 350 Whittier St #101, 5 p.m. Join 
us at the monthly Roundtable meeting to talk 
about how we can foster the arts community in 
Juneau! We invite artists, art organizations, and 
any interested community members to contribute 
your ideas and comments.

THURSDAY, DEC. 21
Holiday Open House & Cookie 

Extravaganza!, Alaska Electric Light & Power, 
5601 Tonsgard Ct, 3 p.m. Join us for cookies 
made by AEL&P staff. Plus warm cider and 
cocoa as we kick off our celebration of proudly 
serving our community for 125 years. For the 
Kids: Cookie Decorating & Hot Chocolate Raffle 

Drawing with Prizes. FREE

SATURDAY, DEC. 23
Shivertwins, The Psychotics, Tongass 

Tokers, Rockwell, 109 S Franklin St, 8 p.m. 
SHIVERTWINS is a 4-piece indie rock band 
originally from Juneau, AK now based in Seattle, 
WA. Psychotics come to lord over your bacteria 
and liberate them from the human cells! 

Jingle Balls Holiday Dragstravaganza, 
Rendezvous, 184 S Franklin St, 7 p.m. Take 
a break from the traditions of the holidays and 
come watch Juneau’s Drag Kings and Queens 
Jingle their Balls! Gigi Monroe brings a much 
needed break from the fam for a saucy night out 
with her naughty elves! Doors at 7 pm, Showtimes 
8 & 10 pm. Cover $8 at the door. Cash/card 
accepted.

Off Campus Calendar
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Sing the Winter 
Blues Away..... 
 
 
 
 
Tuesdays 5:30-7pm 
Nov. 7 - Dec. 19 
 
Resurrection  
Lutheran Church 
 
All are Welcome! 
 
Open to song  
suggestions! 
 
 

Sponsored by PFLAG Juneau Pride Chorus. For more information, please 
check our website http:// juneaupridechorus.com 
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On Campus Calendar
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 6

Cardio Core, REC, noon. Total body 
workouts that fit into your noon lunch hour. 
Intervals, various forms of aerobic training, core 
elements and flexibility each class. All abilities 
welcome! Instructors change during the semester, 
each having their own strength, all dedicated to 
your fitness goals.

Climbing Wall Orientations, REC, 6 p.m. Are 
weights and cardio machines not your thing... give 
climbing a try! Attend the REC’s climbing orientation 
to learn the basics and our gym rules. Once certified, 
climb when the REC is open! The orientation takes 
approx. 45 minutes with options to “test out”. The 
REC has climbing shoes, harnesses and gear to loan 
for our indoor wall users once certified. UAS is the 
only climbing gym in Southeast to have an auto belay, 
enabling climbers to climb routes solo. Climb On!

Open Gym: Soccer, REC, 7 p.m. Join your 
friends or make friends playing soccer at the 
REC. A fast paced, fun sport...all skill levels 
welcome! 

THURSDAY, DEC. 7
Student Government Meeting, Egan 221, 12 

p.m. Please join the United Students of the University 
of Alaska Southeast at our weekly meeting. All 
students, staff, and faculty are welcome. Please contact 
us with any questions or for a copy of this week’s 
agenda.

Open Gym: Basketball, REC, 7 p.m. 
Consider this preseason before the competition 
starts during spring intramural season. Join your 
friends or make friends playing basketball at the 
REC every Tuesday and Thursday evening at the 
REC. All skill levels welcome!

FRIDAY, DEC. 8
Evening at Egan: The Origins & Persistence 

of the American Campus, Egan Library, 7 
p.m. The term “campus” invokes the practice of 
harmonizing architecture and urban planning 
in order to create a specific setting in which to 
teach.  While the practice of designing spaces 
to create social change has a long history, the 
American campus historically differentiates itself 
by its affiliation with a number of landscapes 
in the nineteen century that specifically aimed 
to eliminate class divisions and socio-economic 
inequality.  An examination of the way in which 
these early modern landscapes sought to unify 
individual happiness with industrial productivity 
offers insight into the politics of educational space 
as well as the emergence of today’s “corporate 
campus,” which has become the signature feature of 

the global information technology landscape of the 
twenty-first century.

Lectures are free and open to the public.  All 
lectures begin at 7 p.m. at the Egan Library. All 
Evening at Egan lectures are offered live via Flash 
streaming video at UATV as well as Facebook Live.

SATURDAY, DEC. 9
Traditional Games Gathering, REC, 

11:30 a.m. Open to Community. Friendly 
Competition & Game Demonstrations. Divisions: 
Middle School & High School/ (18+). 11:30am 
Registration Opens. 12:00pm Opening Welcome. 
12:15pm ALASKAN HIGH KICK. 1:15pm 
Awards & Demos. 1:30pm ESKIMO STICK 
PULL. 2:30pm Awards & Demos. 2:45pm 
ONE FOOT HIGH KICK. 3:45pm Awards & 
Demos. 4pm SEAL HOP. REGISTER by emailing 
JuneauNYO@gmail.com

Final Exam Week (Dec. 11-16)
Visit the Fall schedule for finals 

schedule.

THURSDAY, DEC. 14
Juneau Audubon Meetings, REC Room 116, 

7 p.m. Tree Swallows Next Box project is the first 
public meeting this winter (Oct. 12). Presented by 
Brenda Wright and Theresa Svencara.

The Fall and Spring Juneau Audubon meetings 
are scheduled for the UAS Recreation Center. 
Check back for future topics on scheduled 
meetings.

FRIDAY, DEC. 15
Evening at Egan: Indigenous Language & 

Health, Egan Library, 7 p.m. This talk will focus 
on the notion that there is a causative, beneficial link 
between ancestral Indigenous language use and the 
health of the user, and Indigenous Theory -- the need 
for indigenous wellness in order to foster language 
revitalization movements.  It will feature eye-witness 
accounts of Indigenous language use fostering health 
such as elders reversing mental aging during extended 
language documentation work, language learning 
fostering sobriety, and positive changes in children 
engaged in learning their ancestral Indigenous 
language. Though quantitative data in this field is 
scarce, Twitchell and Taff will look at studies linking 
Indigenous language use to suicide rate, drug abuse, 
physical violence, diabetes, social and emotional 
well-being, obesity, cognitive function, and economic 
opportunities.

To submit a calendar event or club, send 
the event/club name, meeting time, date, 

location, and contact information to 
whalesong@uas.alaska.edu.

CAMPUS CLUBS
(Club name: meeting time, day, place, 

contact information)
Student Government: 1:30 p.m., 

Mondays, Egan 219. jypres@uas.alaska.
edu

Adventure Club: check facebook, 
hkelchner@alaska.edu

Alaskapella: Saturday Evenings, 
em.rademaker@gmail.com

Baptist Campus Ministries: 9 p.m., 
Thursdays, Chapel By the Lake. 
uasbcm@gmail.com

Campus Inclusivity Alliance: 3:30 p.m., 
Fridays, NRSC. kejames@uas.alaska.
edu

Disk Golf Club: TBA, bafletcher@uas.
alaska.edu

Flying University @ UAS: TBA, 
galindomarcos1@gmail.com

Gaming Club: 5 p.m., Saturdays, Egan 
Classroom Wing. czowal12@live.com

Liberty Library: 5 p.m., Fridays, stefann.
paddock@gmail.com

Math Club: 4 p.m., 1st and 3rd Fridays, 
Egan 219. dontplaywow@gmail.com

Mycology Club: TBA, anjohnson18@uas.
alaska.edu

Pre-Health Professions Club: TBA, 
eric_3_fagerstrom@hotmail.com.

Psychology Club: TBA, ehawkins3@
alaska.edu

Radio UAS: TBA, fathillet@alaska.edu
SE Alaskan Prospective Accountants: 

Twice per term, jcmack2@uas.alaska.
edu

Spanish Club: 1:30 p.m., Tuesdays, 
Lakeside Grill. mcedeno2@uas.alaska.
edu

Sustainability Club: 9 a.m., every other 
Wednesday. odonnell.gretchyn@gmail.
com

Veterans and Family Student 
Association: Once per Month, norix.
mangual@gmail.com

Wooch.een: 11 a.m., Fridays, NRSC. 
brandonjohnson44@hotmail.com

UAS World Affairs Council: please 
contact, elcarnaha@alaska.edu

Make sure 
to tune in 
Tuesdays at 
12 PM on KXLL-
Juneau

Like us on 
Facebook an 
Soundcloud 
at/radio UAS/



SIGN UP FOR SPRING 2018
 October 30: Spring 2018 Class Schedule Web Search Available at UAOnline

Degree Program Students: Registration Begins November 13

www.alaska.edu/uaonline
UA is an AA/EO employer and educational institution and prohibits illegal discrimination against any individual: http://www.uas.alaska.edu/policies
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Made by UAS student Elaine Loopstra is blue ceramic mountain bowl.       PHOTOS BY MCKENNA KINCAID I UAS WHALESONG Community members enjoy the event over drinks.

UAS Humanities 
   at Gallery Walk
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UAS In Brief
A selection of press releases from the University of 
Alaska Southeast 

Puerto Rican stu-
dents get financial 
assistance

JUNEAU- UAS is providing financial 
assistance to Puerto Rican exchange stu-
dents affected by Hurricane Maria earlier 
this year. The University of Puerto Rico 
is not currently available for their spring 
return in order to resume their education 
at home. 

From the beginning of their inter-
est in coming to study in Alaska, UAS 
Academic Exchange and Study Abroad 
Coordinator Marsha Squires has worked 
with the students. 

In a recent KTOO public radio inter-
view Squires noted,  “It wasn’t just me, 
there was a lot of faculty and other staff 
that were very supportive of the students, 
knowing that they were stressed, and 
still are really. This isn’t something that 
just happens overnight and then it’s over 
with.” 

While the exchange students will 
continue to pay their home universities’ 
tuition, UAS is providing an emergency 
stipend to cover all remaining expenses 
for spring semester 2018.

_____________________________

UAS Chancellor 
profiled in Diverse 
magazine

JUNEAU- This month, UAS Chan-
cellor Rick Caulfield was profiled by 
Diverse magazine in recognition of his 
advocacy for Native Alaskan students, 
which comprise about 17 percent of 
the student population at UAS.  

Classes in indigenous languages, 
taught by UAS faculty and augmented 
by community members from tribal 
organizations. 

The magazine also recognizes Caul-

field for his efforts in recruiting a diverse 
faculty. 

Diverse reported, “‘I think it’s im-
portant that Alaskan Native students 
have faculty that come from similar 
backgrounds culturally,’ Caulfield says, 
adding that in the upcoming year, he 
plans to expand partnerships with tribal 
organizations and support the Northwest 
Coast arts — a style of art created by 
artists from Native American tribes of the 
Northwest Coast of North America, from 
pre-European-contact times to the pres-
ent.” The full article can be read at http://
diverseeducation.com/article/104968

_____________________________

UAS alumna select-
ed for Alaska Assis-
tant Principal of the 
Year

JUNEAU- UAS alumna Petra Tim-
mons has been selected  by the National 
Association of Secondary Principals for the 
Alaska Assistant Principal of the Year.

Timmons is in her fourth year as assis-
tant principal at Ryan Middle School.  

She earned her master’s degree in 
educational leadership from UAS, having 
earned her master’s in secondary education 
and her undergraduate education from 
UAF. 

These releases were given to the 
Whalesong by the Office of the Chancellor 
or copied from UA News emails from 
the UA Office of Public Affairs. For more 
information, contact Keni Campbell, 
Executive Assistant to the Chancellor / 

UAS student shares her experience with diamond blue 
lakes and tree covered valleys
By KEEGAN SUNDBERG
for the UAS Whalesong

Howdy, my name is Keegan Sunny Sund-
berg. I was born in Juneau, and grew up in 
the small town of Haines, Alaska. I started 
my freshman year of college at UAS. 

I made many friends during my time 
on campus. It was those same friends who 
got me interested in the National Student 
Exchange. 

I met with the wonderful Marsha 
Squires, the academic 
exchange coordinator, ex-
pressed my interest in the 
program, and sought out 
a campus that would work 
for me. Montana State 
University accepted my re-
quest and off I went to the 
rodeo college in Bozeman, 
Montana.

Even though the appli-
cation and paperwork was 
finished, I had just started 
my new adventure. Instead 
of flying there, I decided 
to drive my van with my 
dad and my belongings for 
a total of 38 hours down 
the Cassiar Highway in 
Canada, all the way to 
MSU. 

The Athabasca Glacier in Jasper National 
Park looked amazing. The lakes gleamed 
diamond blues and emerald greens.

The trees, alive or burnt, covered the val-
ley floors and mountains that extended into 
the clouds Bozeman was hot and beautiful 
when I arrived. 

The area was much dryer than south-
east Alaska and wasn’t at sea level of course 
which took a little getting used to. There 
was still beautiful mountains that surround-
ed the city and epic lakes and hot springs. 

Yellow Stone National Park was within 
an hour drive south, but I never got to 
explore the destination. I went skiing at 
Bridger Bowl the opening weekend and hit 
the slopes at Big Sky resort for a sunny day 

in March. The sights were amazing from 
atop the tram. 

I’ll never forget the day or the views I 
shared with my friends. Before the ski sea-
son started, I traveled 2 hours east to Bill-
ings for a concert at the Expo Center. One 
of my favorite DJ’s Lil John, was playing for 
a Halloween Rave. 

I went with my girlfriend at the time 
who got free tickets from one of the open-
ing DJ’s at her work. 

The show was unforget-
table and everyone was 
dressed up in costumes!

This spring, right 
before I moved away from 
Bozeman, I drove 3 hours 
past Billings to Miles City. 
Two of my friends Echo 
and Teya accompanied 
me, and we met my best 
friend Remington there at 
his families camp site. The 
67th Annual, World Fa-
mous Bucking-Horse Sale 
Rodeo was taking place 
and what a show it was! My 
first rodeo in Montana and 
first street dance with three 
different country singers. 

I’ve been to lots of 
concerts and music festivals 

but nothing like that. Cowboys and girls 
were everywhere, the sun was out, and 
everyone was super friendly. 

Unfortunately I’ve reached my word 
count, but new experiences are out there 
and I intend to find them. 

Next on the list is a study abroad in 
Almería, Spain next semester with my 
friend Echo. Dreams do come true, never 
stop acting towards them.

For more information on study abroad 
programs contact UAS Academic Exchange 
and Study Abroad Advisor Marsha Squires 
by email at mssquires@alaska.edu.

Study Away: 

Bozeman, Montana

Instead of flying 

there, I decided to 

drive my van with 

my dad and my 

belongings for a 

total of 38 hours 

down the Cassiar 

Highway in Cana-

da, all the way to 

MSU. 
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